What is a Certified Lay Minister?

General Conference 2004 approved the formation of the Certified Lay Ministry position - a new lay position for pastoral leadership in the church. This position may involve all pastoral functions except for those duties that require ordination (ex. baptism, communion). 

The Certified Lay Minister:
   - shall preach the Word
   - provide a care ministry to the congregation
   - assist in program leadership
   - be a witness in the community for the growth, missional, and connectional thrust of The United Methodist Church

Whereas some are called to a certain ministry and then find a church, the CLM program may be best for situations where a church or ministry has a need and someone in that membership is called to help out in a larger way. CLM allows the church/ministry to add workers without the higher expense of ordained clergy. The CLM may help out in all ministries, or they may specialize in one or more areas. This decision will depend on the needs of the church/ministry and the gifts of the CLM. The responsibilities should be spelled out in the covenant. 

The Certified Lay Minister is assigned by the District Superintendent to provide lay pastoral leadership in a ministry or local church.
For more information you may contact 

Kathy Crozier (309) 944-3798 or kcrozier@igrc.org


To register:
    Go to IGRC.org

How might I serve?
· Laity have long been a part of ministry in Methodism. Lay preachers, exhorters, and class leaders have served the church since its earliest days. Certified Lay Ministers (CLM) can play a ministerial role in a variety of formats, such as:
 • serving on a pastoral team on multi-point charges or parishes to assist in continuity of leadership.
• serving as a pastoral associate in a larger church.
• serving multi-cultural or cross-cultural groups by developing indigenous leadership.
· • serving small churches that have trouble affording a traditional pastor.
Requirements for Certification as a Lay Minister

You must:
· be a Certified Lay Speaker (or have successfully completed Licensing School or one year of seminary studies)
· have the approval of your pastor and charge conference (persons will be allowed to start course work with the approval of their church council, pastor and district superintendent as long as all agree that approval will be sought at the next charge conference)
· complete all four modules of the training

· receive the approval of your district superintendent and district committee on ministry
· attend continuing education events

· be recertified every two years by the district committee on ministry
How does the training work?
There are 4 modules: 
· Module 1: Call and Covenant for Ministry: Understanding of theology and call for ministry, exploring spiritual gifts, and developing a ministry covenant.
· Module 2: The Practice of Ministry: Leading Worship, Preaching/Sharing Faith, Discipleship Ministries, and Caring for a Congregation.
· Module 3: Organization of Ministry: Focus on the leader's task of organizing a congregation for mission and ministry. It provides specific guidance on topics central to a congregation's health.
· Module 4: Connection for Ministry: United Methodist theology, practice, and polity are explained with the roles of the local congregation district, conference, and general church.
The registration fee for each module will be $40 which will cover snacks and Saturday lunch.  Some modules will require an additional book which participants will need to purchase separately.  In addition, all modules will require some advance reading or other work.  
Upcoming training:

2 options:

West Salem Trinity UMC

Module 1
Jan 22

Module 3
Feb 5

Module 4
Feb 18-19

Module 2
Mar 4-5

(registration due by Jan 10)

Or
All modules Aug 10-14 at East Bay Camp

(registration due by July 1)
Schedule and preparatory work for modules
For each module, contact your district superintendent’s office for the CLM materials for the module you will be taking.  This material is available free as a PDF file or as a printed copy for the cost of printing and mailing.  Please read this material before your course meeting date, and come prepared to discuss it.
Other preparatory work and schedule

Module 1:  Saturday 9-5 (only)
Complete the spiritual gifts inventory in the appendix on pages 27-36 of the materials and then work through pages 12-14 to identify your passions, intersection of gifts and passion, and where God might be calling you to serve. 

Module 2:  Meets Friday 6:30-9:30 pm, Saturday 9-5

Module 3:  Meets Saturday 9-5 (only)

Module 4:  Meets Friday 6:30-9:30, Saturday 9-5

Read the module materials and also please get a copy of Living our Beliefs by Kenneth Carter and either United Methodist Beliefs: A Brief Introduction, by William Willimon or John Wesley For The 21st Century by John O. Gooch (available from Cokesbury) and read them.  A writing assignment will be sent to you after your registration is received.
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