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NEWS From The Episcopal Office

NEWS
From The Episcopal Office

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton announces the following 
appointments:

Richard (Rick) H. Kerr  to Trinity Charge (Trinity and Iuka), Kaskaskia River 
District, effective Jan. 1, 2014.

Change of status
Roger McIntire to New Salem, Sangamon River District, effective Nov. 1.  This 
is a change of status from part-time local pastor to supply.  His appointment as a 
part-time local pastor is discontinued effective Oct. 31.

Deaths
Retired pastor, the Rev. George P. Harjes died Nov. 22, in Lawrenceville, Ga.

He served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conference, retiring 
from Decatur St. Paul’s in 1994.

His wife, Mabel, survives. Condolences may be sent to her at: Mabel Harjes, 
3100 Binghampton Ln, Lawrenceville, GA 30044-2798 

Karma Webel, LaMoine District Lay Leader, certified lay speaker and 
member of Perry UMC, died Wednesday, Nov. 20.

Visitation will be from 2 to 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 23, at the Hendriker 
Funeral Home in Mt. Sterling. Funeral services will be 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
24, at Perry UMC.

Condolences may be sent to the Webel Family, R. R. 1, Box 35, Versailles, 
IL   62378.

Marilyn Ann Best, wife of retired pastor Rev. Dale Best, died Oct. 22.  

She and her husband served churches in the Southern Illinois Conference 
and the IGRC, retiring from Nokomis in 1999.  

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Dale Best, 4444 Sanibel Cir, Ste 108, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462.

From The Episcopal Office
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

ON THE COVER
Campers take part in the Mom and Me camp, one of 
many camps within the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence. Insets: Three couples who found their spouse 
through IGRC camps.

Photos courtesy of IGRC Camping Office

Holding on to what is known and confirmed...
Editor’s note: The following was issued by Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton on Nov. 18 follow-
ing the onslaught of tornadoes that caused a path of destruction across Illinois.

Last week, we began offering our fervent prayers and financial support to the 
victims of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines. News stories have continued to recount the 
rising toll of devastation and death, restoration and recovery. Food, clothes, shelter, and 
water are in short supply.  But the nations of the world and the church universal includ-
ing the United Methodist Church have stepped forward to help. 

Filipino Bishops who attended the Council of Bishops meeting in Lake Junaluska 
rejoiced and thanked God for our love and support.  Now, we've been added to the list. 
Tornados tore through portions of five states including Illinois leaving in their path 
calamities unexplainable.    

An excerpt of a report by Bunny Wolfe concerning IGRC painted a heartrending 
picture:   

•	 CONFIRMED: Downed trees and power lines in places like Petersburg, Pontiac, 
Minonk, Altamont, Centralia, Roanoke, Danville, Westville, Havana and Tuscola, etc.

•	 CONFIRMED: Homes damaged and/or destroyed in Gifford, Coal City, East Peoria, 
New Minden, Pekin, Washington, St. Elmo, and Brookport.

•	 CONFIRMED: Hundreds of injuries: physically, psychologically, etc.
•	 CONFIRMED:  six fatalities on Monday (11/18/13)

Updates are being posted on the IGRC Facebook group and at www.igrc.org/torna-
dos2013 on the IGRC website. 

Hold on to what the Psalmist has made known and CONFIRMED for centuries: "God 
is our refuge and our strength, an ever present help in the time of trouble" (Psalm 47). 

In our present trouble, I need members of Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference to 
do the following:

1. Pray for the cities and towns in the IGRC affected by the tornados. Pray not only 
for those affected, but those neighbors who roll up their sleeves and help rebuild 
their communities. Pray for the trained early responders whose help will be sought 
shortly. And keep praying for tornado in other states and the Philippines.

2. Give to the Conference Disaster Fund (Conference Advance Special 6800). These 
funds will supplement funds received by UMCOR to bring healing and wholeness to 
our people. At this time, we are asking you not to designate specific areas for your 
donation. Please give our conference staff and volunteers the maximum flexibility 
to respond to this wave of disasters and provide help where it is needed.

3. Donate to the UMCOR through Advance Special 982450, the international disaster 
response and designate it for "Typhoon Haiyan Relief." If you are planning to 
participate in the Dec. 3 Giving Tuesday effort, this Advance Special qualifies for a 
matching gifts, thereby doubling your contribution. You can participate in Giving 
Tuesday by visiting www.umcmission.org/give on Dec. 3.  

The holidays are just a few weeks away when we remember the greatest 
gift God bestowed upon us. Help us to provide hope and help to those who need 
it the most by doing your part. 

God bless you, 
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

God thoughts and tornadoes
On Tuesday, Nov. 19, I sat in a morning meet-

ing at Crossroads UMC in Washington.  Lay and 
clergy from several churches, the district superin-
tendent, IGRC personnel, representatives from the 
Salvation Army attended. We talked about ways to 
coordinate our disaster response efforts for tornado 
victims.

Near the end of the meeting, Major David 
Dalberg of the Salvation Army office in Chicago, 
changed the focus of the meeting. He inquired of 
me how one ought to answer the question: “How 
could a loving God allow such a disaster to hap-
pen?”

My answer has not varied whether injury, 
destruction and/or death has been wrought by 
hurricanes, typhoons, floods, tsunamis, volcanoes 
or the spate of tornadoes that ravaged five states on 
the Lord’s Day, Sunday, Nov. 17.

“I don’t know.”  The human mind is finite. It 
cannot fully understand the things of God. We “see 
through a dark glass dimly” (I Corinthians 13:12).

Since we cannot fully know the mind of God, 
more questions face us.  Is the notion of God as 
“a loving God” the totality of who God is?  Does 
labeling God as a loving God reduce an omnipo-
tent, omnipresent and omniscient God to one 
dimension, love and nothing more?  How does the 
idea of a loving God square with the famous Last 
Judgment passage in Matthew 25?  Are love and 
judgment two sides of the same coin?  If God is 
only Love, is God limited to making good things 
happen in the world?  Or, can a loving God cause 
good to come from bad things happening to all 
people or just good people?  Why is God willing 
to risk his children being upset or angry with God 
by allowing or watching his creation wreak havoc 
upon the just and the unjust via tornadoes, loss of 
life, home, happiness etc.?  Why would God risk 
ruining God’s reputation as a good God?  To make 
sure that destructive acts of nature never happen to 
humankind, couldn’t God take pre-emptive action 
against say destructive tornadoes rendering them 
harmless before they strike?  If not, how are we to 
understand fully a mantra millions of people recite 
and believe?  

“God is good all the time; and all the time, 
God is good.”  I don’t fully know.  I do know God 
thoughts and tornadoes do cause human anger and 
frustration!!  

Surprise, surprise, God thoughts and tornadoes 
do inspire love for our neighbors.  They pulverize 
the firewall we build around the notion of neighbor. 
How?  Together, God and tornadoes move masses 
of people beyond the concept of neighbor into a 
genuine love of neighbor, if only for one moment 
in time.  All persons normally immobilized or sty-
mied by culture, race, gender, poverty, immigration 
and class ad infinitum eagerly cross those lines to 
help others.  Human suffering at the hands of fire, 

floods, volcanos, tsunamis, typhoons and torna-
does is too much to ignore.  God within, compels 
a loving response.  Here the great divide between 
the concept of neighbor and being a neighbor is 
bridged.  When that happens, recipients of that 
divine love often speak of the Word made flesh e.g., 
“God is our refuge and strength an ever present 
help in the time of trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)      

“I don’t know” was not my full answer to the 
Salvation Army Official on Nov. 19.  Remember, 
he asked “How could a loving God allow such a 
disaster to happen?”  His question about a loving 
God rocked me.  Lines of people receiving food, 
clothes, shelter, love and service from volunteers 
touched me.  His question dredged up the stuff of 
nightmares.  

An old memory safely consigned to the dun-
geon of my memory for 50 plus years was resur-
rected.  I thought it was dead and buried. In brief, 
our house caught on fire.  Nobody was hurt.  But 
the house sustained enough damage to make it un-
inhabitable.  We lost family memories documented 
in letters, pictures and legal papers, etc.  Seven 
children and two adults needed a place to stay, food 
to eat, beds for sleeping, etc. while our house was 
being repaired.  On short notice, five or six families 
opened their homes to us.  We were separated but 
cared for by loving neighbors until the family was 
reunited.  For how long, I don’t recall.  Out of that 
old memory of the fire came revelations of a loving 
God who brought my family through the night-
mare of a terrible fire and “restored our broken 
dreams.”     

We are called as the church to do all we can, for 
as long as we can, to be the hands, feet, heart and 
particularly love of God to and for families who 
have lost a lot.  In so doing, we represent the care 
and concern of God’s love embedded in Psalm 46:1, 
“God is our refuge and strength an ever present 
help in the time of trouble.”         

The late great mystic and theologian Dr. 
Howard Thurman wrote a poem about this loving 
God in the person of Jesus Christ, Son of God and 
Son of Man.  Millions of hearts have been fed by its 
good news and great joy.    

When the song of angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among brothers, 
To make music in the heart 

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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CLASSIFIEDS

Pastoral Care and Counseling  Coordinator

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist 
Church is conducting a search for a Pastoral Care and 
Counseling Coordinator.  This is a half-time, year-round 
Conference staff position with a suggested start date of 
February 1, 2014.  The Coordinator is responsible for fulfill-
ing the Pastoral Care and Counseling Board’s (PCC) mission 
of promoting and supporting the spiritual and emotional 
health of IGRC clergy and their families.  This involves 
providing pastoral care for clergy and families and ensuring 
that quality counseling resources are available and effective 
for clergy and families.  This is not a counseling position.  
As the public face of PCC, the Coordinator will promote the 
PCC program throughout the Conference via social media, 
websites, print media, educational/therapeutic events, and 
clergy gatherings.

 For more information about the Pastoral Care and Counsel-
ing program and the complete job description, visit www.
igrc.org/pcc  

The successful candidate will have some experience in 
mental health or counseling as well as effective skills 
in public speaking, collaboration, team building and 
administration.  A Bachelor’s Degree or above in a relevant 
academic field is required.  A graduate degree in theology 
or counseling is preferred.

Compensation will be commensurate with experience 
and includes pension, travel expenses and continuing 
education. 

Please send a letter of application, resume and three profes-
sional references to:

IGRCHumanResources@igrc.org or 
Human Resource Administrator, United Methodist Center, 
PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207

Applications must be received by December 16, 2013.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. 

2014 – Summer Program Manager

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference has an opening for a 
summer program manager at Jensen Woods, a rustic camp 

near Mt. Sterling, IL.  Employment would begin on May 19, 
2014 and conclude July 31, 2014.

Responsibilities include 1) planning and implementing a 
Christ-based, Wesleyan program to campers, 2) training, 
mentoring, supporting, and coordinating volunteers and 
paid staff, 3) overseeing the health and safety of campers 
and staff, 4) managing camper forms and summer program 
expenses, and 5) supervising and evaluating staff.

The applicant must be at least 25 years old, hold a 
Bachelor’s degree, have two seasons in leadership roles at 
Jensen Woods or another rustic camp, be certified in first 
aid and CPR, have training and experience in teaching, 
have the desire and gifts to work with children and youth in 
rustic outdoor ministry, and have a demonstrated ability to 
lead and to work cooperatively as a team member.

Interested persons may submit resumes to Rev. Alice Shir-
ley, P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794 or to ashirley@
igrc.org.  For more information please call 217-529-2646.

Director of Children and Family Ministries

Are you looking for an exciting leadership opportunity 
with a growing church?  First United Methodist Church 
in Decatur, IL is hiring for a Director of Children & Family 
Ministries position!

This person will be responsible for growing and sustaining 
the Children & Family Ministry programs at FUMC. We are 
seeking a motivated, creative and energetic individual 
who wants to make a direct impact on today’s children and 
families.  This position will be supported by dynamic Co-
Pastors who are looking to grow their team.  Enthusiastic, 
experienced volunteers are also in place.

Candidates with strong faith and an education background, 
children/youth ministry experience and/or experience 
working with and leading children are encouraged to apply. 

This is a full-time position offering benefits and a competi-
tive salary ($35,000-$45,000) dependent on experience. 

For a full job description including qualifications and re-
sponsibilities, please visit:  http://www.decaturfirstumc.
org/job-descriptions.html and/or contact Pastor Kent 
King-Nobles at pastorkent@decaturfirstumc.org. 

www.umcmission.org/give
*Up to $500,000. Some restriction apply.

UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY COMING

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD

ALL GIFTS TO THE ADVANCE
WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR

up to the first $500,000 in gifts to Advance projects received online 
between 11:00 p.m. December 2nd and 11:00 p.m. on December 3, 
2013, CST. 

A maximum of $10,000 per individual gift to a project will be disbursed 
as matching funds. A project may receive a maximum of $50,000 in 
matching funds.

PERFECT ANTIDOTE 
TO OVERSPENDING 
ON #BLACKFRIDAY?

UMC #GivingTuesday matches     
mission donations Dec. 3
United Methodists are invited to partici-
pate in UMC #GivingTuesday, when gifts 
made online through The Advance will be 
matched dollar for dollar on Tuesday, Dec. 3. 

Building on the recent US shopping tradi-
tions of Black Friday, Local Business Satur-
day, and Cyber Monday, UMC #GivingTues-
day offers an opportunity to start off the 
holiday season by giving instead of getting 
through supporting organizations that are 
transforming the world. This is a great op-
portunity to build awareness and maximize 
support for a project or missionary that is 
meaningful to you. 

Donations can be made at: www.umc-
mission.org/give. The page has a search 
engine to locate projects of interest as well 
as missionaries.

The matching gifts which will match up to 
$50,000 for any one project or $500,000 in 
the aggregate is being provided by Giving 
Tuesday, a philanthropic organization that 
provides matches yearly to different non-
profit organizations.  The denomination’s 
Advance is one of the 2013 organizations 
selected.

Several points of clarification:

•	 In order to qualify for the match, min-
istries have to be listed through the 
General Board NOT conference-related 
ministries. We do advertise many of 
The Advance ministries in our Five Star 

Mission book. The Advance ministries 
are very clear in the book as to which 
ones they are as they have two sets 
of numbers. Use the General Advance 
Special number not the Conference 
Advance number. You can also find 
those ministries that qualify at www.
umcmission/give. 

•	 Churches will NOT receive Five Star 
credit as the remittance does not go 
through the conference office.

•	 Giving can only be done through 
credit card, Paypal, etc. and not by 
making a pledge and sending in a 
check later.

Covenant Keepers 2014                   
registration underway
BY SHALOM RENNER

O’FALLON -- Having a meal with 
friends…$5

Attending a Covenant Keepers continuing 
education event…$25

Hearing a nationally-known Speaker, like 
Leonard Sweet…Bonus!

Being able to pray, support, fellowship 
and celebrate ministry with co-laborers….
Priceless!

While food is important to United Meth-
odist events, and CEU’s are required for 
Charge Conference, and Leonard Sweet is 
just that—“SWEET!” the best reason to at-
tend Covenant Keepers 2014 is being a part 
of our ministry covenant community.  This 
year, we are wanting to feed our bodies, 

spirits and souls—with valuable times of 
learning, praise and prayer.

Additionally, we have listened to the desire 
for more intentional time for fellowship.  
So we have altered our fellowship meal to 
Monday noon—opening up the evening 
for fellowship in all its various forms.  Some 
might fellowship with popcorn and a 
movie.  Others might choose to do a wing 
and a prayer.  

So if you haven’t already signed up for 
Covenant Keepers 2014—Feb. 3-4—we 
encourage you to find your way to the web-
site and sign-up today at http://www.igrc.
org/CK2014. Looking forward to seeing 
all those in appointed in ministry the IGRC 
together for this year’s event.

Registration underway for               
Five-Day Academy
HUDSON -- Registration is underway for 
the 2014 Five-Day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation which will be April 27-May 2 at 
Nazareth House, a Catholic retreat center 
just outside Hudson.

Registration opened Nov. 1 at: www.igrc.
org/fiveday2014. 

Registration includes tuition, private room 
and bath and all meals for $590. Register 
before March 8 and save $25. Registration 
must include a $100 non-refundable de-
posit to secure your place in the Academy. 
This may be paid via credit card or it may be 
mailed to the Conference Center. 

Dr. Don Saliers, accomplished musician, 
theologian, and scholar of liturgics, and 
Rabbi Chava Bahle, director of the Or Tzafon 
Retreat Community, a center for the stu-
dent of Jewish mysticism, will be the faculty 
for the Academy.

The Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Forma-
tion is a program of Upper Room Ministries, 
providing an opportunity for clergy and la-
ity to tune their hearts toward God through 
a daily rhythm of prayer, worship, learning 
and reflection. Each day includes teachings 
by gifted spiritual leaders to deepen our 
walk with God, periods of silence, morn-
ing and evening prayer, Eucharist, and an 
opportunity to share with and encourage 
one another.

Disability grant proposals sought

The application deadline for the next round of grants 

from the Disability Awareness Sunday offering is Jan. 31, 

2014. Complete grant criteria and links are provided on 

the IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/disabilityconcerns. 
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New Directions has sheltered more than 500 in two years’ time
BY MARIA NAGLE

Jacksonville Courier Journal

JACKSONVILLE  -- Debbie Charlesworth’s tale of 
homelessness is a familiar one to New Directions Execu-
tive Director Vanessa Tyus.

Charlesworth, her daughter, son and 1-year-old grand-
daughter are among nine people housed at the warming 
and cooling center. They are originally from Jacksonville 
and moved to Georgia, but “we kind of, more or less, got 
homesick and we weren’t making it down there very well 
and decided to come back,” Charlesworth said.

They have been staying at the center at Grace United 
Methodist Church on West Morgan Street for about two 
months while they save up money to rent a house large 
enough for the family.

“We have to have three bedrooms and a three-bed-
room home sometimes is pretty expensive,” Charlesworth 
said. “We’re thankful, very thankful that Jacksonville has 
this. I think this place is awesome. Without it, we’d be on 
the street for a while.”

The common thread running through Charlesworth’s 
story and those of the many other 564 adults and 35 chil-
dren who have stayed at the center since it opened three 

years ago is that “anything can happen in a blink of an eye 
that can land you in a situation that the men and women 
here have been in,” Tyus said. “I’ve heard it all — losing 
their jobs, illness, the flood.”

Tyus also hopes the center will continue to receive 
community support as its needs increase with the onset of 
winter bringing more people to its door. Last winter the 
number rose to 19.

“This will require us to stay open 24 hours. In doing 
this, we will need more volunteers and supplies so that we 
are able to take care of the homeless more effectually,” Tyus 
said.

“When there was a cry out and whenever we needed 
something, I am humbled by how the Jacksonville com-
munity has pulled together and supported New Direc-
tions,” Tyus said. People have demonstrated a deep 
commitment to the center’s work of feeding the hungry, 
providing shelter, laundry, showers and a safe haven for 
the homeless, she said.

Since February 2011, the center has used more than 
11,000 beds and logged more than 29,000 volunteer hours.

But not just those without homes have used those 
beds.

“People have come in because their cars have broken 
down or they spent the night in jail and can’t get back 
home or have loved ones who have been sick and don’t 
have a place to go,” Tyus said.

Several travelers crossing the country on foot or bi-
cycles for various causes have spent the night at the shelter. 
Last spring, during flooding along the Illinois River, 14 
members of a Beardstown family stayed a week at the 
shelter.

“In a sense it is the homeless shelter, but it is more 
than that. It is a place that you can come in and get fed — 
not just on the physical side, but on the spiritual side, too,” 
Tyus said. “We are the new direction because this is a place 
you can come and start over.”

In addition to helping residents of the shelter obtain 
more permanent housing, the center also tries to help 
them find employment and offers life-skills classes such as 
learning to manage their money. The center also encour-
ages people to volunteer as a way to give back to the com-
munity.

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 31 issue of the 
Jacksonville Courier Journal, www.mycourierjournal.com)

 Local Church NEWS

Homeless ministry has many ‘returns on investment’
(Editor’s note: Cheryl Shoffstall provided leadership for the homeless ministry at Fairview Heights Christ. Much of the article was published on her Facebook page 
a year ago when she stepped out of the role of ministry leader.  However, the story concerning Becky, located at the end of the article, was a recent occurrence).

BY CHERYL SHOFFSTALL
Fairview Heights Christ UMC

FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS -- As most of you know, I have been leading a 
homeless ministry for going on eight years now.  I often times get 
asked "What returns are you seeing on your investment?"  Today, 
I actually sat down and pondered that question.  My answer is 
simply "More than you will ever know!" (that was after trying to 
decipher if the original question meant "financial" or "spiritual"...
either way, the answer is still the same)

 As I draw near to a close of my time of leadership in this ministry, 
I had the chance today to take a look back over the past eight 
years and really think long and hard about about the "returns" I 
have seen and been a part of.

I first learned about unconditional service to those in need from a 
lady named Karen Steinke. I will never forget the day she invited 
me to be a part of the "Outreach Team" and help her serve a 
Thanksgiving dinner at a small church in downtown Belleville. I 
remember staring in awe as I realized she had purchased and pro-
vided all of the food for the entire meal....and she never asked for 
anything in return. It was on that day that something stirred in my 
heart to serve.  As time went on and Karen moved on to bigger 
ministries, she handed me the reins and off I went.  It wasn't long 
before I was leading the Outreach Team.  In essence, you could 
say that I am a "return" on Karen's "investment".

While I loved every area of Outreach, it didn't take long to see 
though, my passion and spiritual gift was serving the home-
less.  It was soon evident to me that I was meant to serve on the 
streets...a place where most folks aren't comfortable. The more 
I was on the streets, the more I wanted to be on the streets. It 
was on the streets that some of my biggest spiritual growth took 
place.

When leading a ministry that deals with homelessness, I had to 
learn very quickly that I would not be the one to see the "fruits" of 
my "labor".  What I had to learn was that in every area of evan-
gelism, it takes a seed sower, a fertilizer, and a harverster.  My 
ministry was that of seed sowing and on occasion, a fertilizer. 
Very rarely would we be the harvesters of the crop. At times that 
was hard to wrap my head around...I NEEDED to see that we were 
making a difference and I wanted these folks off the streets and in 
to chuch. Often times I found myself frustrated that I wasn't see-
ing the "return" I had visualized in my head.

The problem was, I was looking at MY vision of a return and not 
God's vision of a return. His vision for "return" looked so much dif-
ferent than mine.  Once I was able to get myself to a point where 
I could look at things through God's lenses, then serving became 
so different for me.

It soon became evident that the returns on the investment were 
way different than what I imagined:

•	 I saw returns in the form of my own team members having 
life changing encounters with Christ while serving.

•	 I saw unchurched friends want to start serving because they 
were touched by the stories we came home with.

•	 I saw unchurched friends start attending Church because 
they were touched by serving.

•	 I saw my own marriage grow and strengthen in ways unimagina-
ble because I was able to serve side by side with my life partner.

•	 I saw non-tithers become tithers because they saw firsthand 
the importance that tithing has on ministry.

•	 I saw an Executive Director and her staff start going to 
church simply because we showed up at their facility to 
serve their clients.

•	 I saw the son of the above executive director give his heart 
to Christ, ask to be baptized and is now an active part of our 
high school youth.

•	 I saw somebody be so moved by this ministry that she let 
God use her to start serving homeless children and soon a 
new ministry was formed.

•	 I saw new friendships formed

 Yep...those are definitely returns on an investment.

Another return on investment is Becky.  I met her one night sleep-
ing on a heat grate. I don't know why I took a liking to her and her 
to me, but that night, I remember crawling up on that heat grate 
with her and a man named Coach Chris and we discussed the 
book of Romans for over an hour...in the freezing cold.

For some reason, God told me to just love her.  I will admit that 
she was not always loveable. She has a mouth worse than any 
sailor or rapper I know, she has a rough exterior, she was a drug 
addict, a liar, and a thief.  Yet God told me to love her and I did.  
There was just something about her that I really liked.

She quickly became my "friend"...she made it crystal clear to 
other homeless people that I was her friend, and when they saw 
me and/or our church van, they were to be nice to me and treat 
me with respect, and if they didn't, they would have to deal with 
her directly. She even went as far one night to threaten another 
homeless person who was giving me a hard time. She literally 

said to them, "If you don't step away right now, I swear I will cap 
you in your Mother ****** A** .  Needless to say, the troublemaker 
immediately backed down and left us alone.

Every Oct. 15 for her birthday, I would always go buy a pizza, 
Pepsi, and a birthday cake and take it to the park in which she 
slept and we would have a birthday party.  It was at one of these 
parties that I learned about homeless ministry.

As I was sitting on the ground sharing pizza, cake, and Pepsi, I 
was dressed in my old baggy sweats, had on no Church attire and 
was in my personal car.  While there, a church van from St. Louis 
showed up to do "ministry." They assumed I was one of the many 
homeless that night.  

I cannot begin to tell you how disrespectful I was treated and how 
this "church" talked down to those sleeping out in the elements.  
I saw Becky starting to get agitated...needless to say, the filter 
came off her mouth (not that hers was a great filter to begin with) 
and she let this so called church just have it.  She then turned to 
me and simply said "and that is why, Cheryl, I love you and your 
church so much...you would never treat us that way".

I immediately came home, sent an email to my team writing 
about my experience and I simply said, "this is how we will NEVER 
do ministry".  Putting myself on the ground, in old baggy sweats 
allowed me the opportunity and experience to live like they do...
if only for a couple of hours.  That night was life changing for me 
and for how I chose to lead ministry from that moment on.

Over the years, I continued to love Becky. I loved her when she 
was high, I loved her when she kept getting arrested, I loved her 
when she was sentenced to 6 months in the women’s prison in 
Vandalia, Mo.  I even sent her the pic of her and I to post on her 
jail cell wall.

I hadn't heard from her in over a year...I knew she had been re-
leased from prison. Yet I never could find her on the streets.  None 
of my other street contacts had seen her...for all I knew she was 
dead, high, drunk or like many homeless, had just moved on.

You can imagine how I felt when the church called me last week 
and said a lady was looking for me.  

My life is full of stories from the streets. I will never forget those 
people who each have their own chapter in my life: Becky, Art, 
Smokey, Shorty, Adrian, Dianne, Cheryl.....each one with their own 
story...each one a return on an investment.

I will also be forever grate-
ful that I had the oppor-
tunity to serve with some 
great ministry partners: 
Jim, Tab, Carrie, Linda, Ben, 
Laura, Will, Judy,Mehghan, 
DJ, Bruce...just to name a 
few.  Yes, my friends, we 

sure had some great times together...everything from me being 
"detained" by the St. Louis City Police Dept for feeding the home-
less, to me, Linda and Carrie walking the streets of downtown 
St. Louis with nothing more than ourselves, watermelon, and a 
butcher knife. And I won't even begin to mention all the fun at 
the women's shelter Christmas party.

As Jim and I gear up to step away from ministry leadership roles, I 
am excited to sit back and see what God has in store for the both 
of us in the future. While I will miss my time on the streets, there is 
no	doubt	God	is	gearing	us	up	for	something	just	as	special.	•	

"His vision for 'return' looked so much different than mine.  Once 
I was able to get myself to a point where I could look at things 
through God's lenses, then serving became so different for me."
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BY PAUL BLACK 

SPRINGFIELD – Vinod Gupta’s 
75th birthday was drawing near and he 
decided he wanted to make it memo-
rable.

A passionate advocate for the 
homeless, Gupta contacted Kumler 
Outreach Ministries to see if it might 
be possible to throw a pizza party for 
the homeless. And as word got around, 
others began buying into the idea and 
a pizza potluck on Oct. 28 in Kumler 
UMC’s fellowship hall.

Nearly 150 persons showed up for 
Gupta’s party and the gesture under-
scored the plight of Springfield’s home-
less population.

“There are lot of good organiza-
tions and individuals in Springfield 
who contribute and serve food and 
supplies to a large number of vulner-
able people and to pantries as well as 
to charitable organizations.,” he wrote 
about a year ago in a letter to the editor 
of the local newspaper, “There should 
not be a dearth of such good news. It 
might prompt more people to have the 
inner joy of giving of themselves and 
of their material possessions to their unfortunate brothers 
and sisters.”

Retired from the Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion, Gupta said it was an opportunity to pay it forward. 
“God has been good to me and I want to share it,” he said 
while greeting his guests at the door.  So he ordered 40 
pizzas and provided soft drinks for the party.

He thought of Kumler UMC’s outreach program as a 
logical partner, asking them if they would host the party.

“He asked us because we have a Tuesday night hos-
pitality house,” says Sharon Brown, executive director of 
Kumler Outreach Ministries. “We offer a light meal for 
the homeless, and they come by the church for fellowship. 
The main focus is establishing relationships with people 
and building community.”

Gupta previously volunteered at Kumler’s Tuesday 
night gatherings and decided that would be a good 
place for his pizza party. It’s just that his 
birthday was on a Monday instead of a 
Tuesday.

He also contacted Linda Gessaman and Barb Olson, 
members of Homeless United for Change for their help. 
They agreed to assist and provided servers who were 
homeless and previously homeless to man the kitchen 
and serving line. Papa Murphy’s donated additional 
pizzas and Pat Carver, reading about the party in the 
newspaper a week prior to the event, brought two sheet 
cakes, plates and napkins.

And although a birthday was celebrated and a meal 
provided, one man’s generosity underscores the plight of 
homelessness  and the challenge in finding a long-term 
solution beyond just holidays and special days.

When it comes to potlucks, however, there’s no place 
like the church to host them.

Homeless Facts
National Trends
•	 The average age of a homeless person in the United 

States is nine years old.
•	 Families with children are the fastest growing group of 

the homeless population.
•	 Nationally, one in five people in a soup kitchen line is 

a child.
•	 Many homeless children are alone and homeless, 

either runaways or “throwaways”.
•	 Nationally, approximately half of all women and chil-

dren experiencing homelessness are fleeing domestic 
violence.

•	 Less than 6 percent of the homeless are homeless by choice.
•	 Two trends largely responsible for the rise in homeless-

ness over the past 20-25 years are: a growing short-
age of affordable rental housing and a simultaneous 
increase in poverty.

•	 In 2000, 11.3 percent of the U.S. population (31.1 mil-
lion people) lived in poverty. 

•	 While the number of poor people has decreased 
slightly in recent years, the number of people living in 
extreme poverty has increased.

State Demographics
•	 In Illinois, 40 percent of all households cannot afford a 

market-rate two bedroom apartment, and 33 percent 
cannot afford a market-rate one bedroom apartment.

•	 Illinois ranks 12th worst in the nation in the gap be-
tween income and rental costs.

•	 For families and individuals struggling to pay rent, a 
serious illness or disability can start a downward spiral 
into homelessness.

Age and Affiliations
•	 22 percent of homeless people are veterans.
•	 There are more homeless veterans today than U.S. 

soldiers who died in Vietnam.
•	 Many people who are homeless have completed high 

school.
•	 Some homeless people have attended college and 

even graduate school.
•	 Children make up at least 20 percent of the homeless 

population.
•	 In general, the homeless are among the least threaten-

ing, most vulnerable group in our society. If anything, 
they are victims of crimes, not perpetrators.

•	 Some homeless people have suffered child abuse or 
domestic violence.

•	 Battered women who live in poverty are often forced 
to choose between abusive relationships and home-

lessness.

Source: National Coalition for the Home-
less, Washington, D.C.

Photos by Paul Black

75-year-old Springfield resident Vinod Gupta is presented a certificate of appreciation by 
Homeless United for Change, an advocacy group for homeless persons in Springfield. The presentation was 

made at Gupta’s 75th birthday party Oct. 28 when he hosted a pizza party at Springfield Kumler UMC.

CONCEPT OF 'POTLUCK' 
EXPANDS WHEN man hosts 

pizza party for homeless 
ON HIS 75th BIRTHDAY

D
EC

EM
B

ER
 2013

5 



6 

T
H

E
 C

U
R

R
E

N
T

BY LARRY WEBER
Director of Campus Development, Christ Church

FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS – Fairview Heights’ Christ’s 
fourth campus in 2013 came as a surprise.

While the church has as its mission connecting people 
with Jesus Christ and it has been actively engaged in 
multiplying its locations, planting satellites at the Maryville 
YMCA in September 2011 and a second satellite in the 
Millstadt Primary School in September 2012, no one 
expected the surprise birth of a church specifically estab-
lished to serve area motorcycle riders.

In May, two Sons of Thunder riders (SOT) participated 
in a Bike Blessing at a Smithton bar.  Sons of Thunder is a 
motorcycle ministry of Christ Church in Fairview Heights; 
a Bike Blessing event is when motorcycle riders gather and 
a clergy person blesses their motorcycles and the riders 
who own them.  On the way home from the Bike Blessing 
Wayne Witter and Jeff Allen got into a Holy Spirit discus-
sion about how great it would be if there were a worship 
service for their fellow bikers!  

They were not able to find a Biker Church on the Il-
linois side of the Mississippi River so they approached 
Christ Church about sponsoring Biker Church.  After 

discussing the idea with Rev. Shane Bishop and Larry We-
ber, Director of Campus Development to solicit his help, 
it was determined that Christ Church would help Sons of 
Thunder launch a monthly Biker Church on the second 
Sunday of each month in an open pavilion at that same bar 
in Smithton.  

Biker Church has now met monthly since July averag-
ing 48 in attendance and $305 in giving per month.  The 
campuses are led by bi-vocational campus leaders, feature 
a live praise team and video venue for sermons.  However, 
Biker Church has had live preaching since its inception 
including Rev. Shane, Melissa Bishop, and Jim Opedahl, a 
friend of SOT; and, Wayne and another Sons of Thunder 
member, Rich Rodawald have given testimonies.  The Sons 
of Thunder Band, led by Jeff Allen, provides the praise 
music each month.  New Bikers continue to find Biker 
Church each month often showing up because they saw an 
ad in Biking Life magazine or talked to a Sons of Thun-
der member at a Bike Blessing.  The Sons of Thunder also 

hosted a ride stop along the River Road in Grafton in 
October feeding and witnessing to those riders and drivers 
traveling along the river to see the fall foliage.  

Most importantly the Biker Church is reaching people 
for Jesus Christ.  Visitors attend Biker Church each month 
and two are being baptized in December at Biker Church.  
Witter is starting a Bible Study this month and a small 
group study, Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby, will be 
offered beginning in February.  

Biker Church has moved to the VFW in Fairview 
Heights for their monthly worship service, still on the 
second Sunday of the month.  Witter and the Sons of 
Thunder have held conversations with other local United 
Methodist churches to determine if they would like to start 
a Sons of Thunder Chapter for their bikers and participate 
in reaching others for Jesus Christ within the Biker com-
munity.  And conversations are underway to determine if 
the resources are available to hold more frequent worship 
services.  

Mazon UMC honored its nine veterans during worship Nov. 10. Those present and pictured from left to right are: 
Jerry Hacker, Forrest McCormack, Charles Atkins, and Tim Krone.  The church also honored five that could not attend: 
Dick Parker, Ralph Binion, Ron Clavey,  Dick Ely and Dan Havel.

Photos courtesy of Karen Fabian
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Photos by Mike Creash



Carbondale First UMC supports 
five local food pantries
Carbondale First UMC conducted a golf scramble Sept. 
21, to support five local food pantries. All the publicity 
concerning increased demands for food and the reduc-
tions in Federal commodities led the Missions Committee 
to conduct its second scramble in order to assist in feeding 
the hungry.   Scramble co-chairs Susan Watson and Julie 
Beck led the effort that involved numerous members 
of the Church as well as the community.  Due to their 
hard work and the contributions of golfers, sponsors, 
donors, and silent auction contributors, the scramble 
raised $6,636.96.  The proceeds were divided equally to 
support the efforts of Carbondale’s Bethel AME Feed My 
Sheep Kitchen, Good Samaritan Ministries Food Pantry, 
and the SIUC Wesley Foundation Food Pantry.  Cobden’s 
Jesus es el Senor Food Pantry and the Murphysboro Food 
Pantry were other beneficiaries of the scramble.  The 
checks were delivered this week with resulting  elation, 
tears and enormous gratitude as each of these pantry’s 
is confronted with heavy demands and tight funds. Last 
year the Missions Committee’s scramble resulted in over 
$8,800 being contributed to Imagine No Malaria.  

Pastor Ernesto Trevino and his wife, Melba (top), who 
leads the Jesus es el Senor Food Pantry receive the 
$1,327.39 check from Missions Committee member, Barb 
Bedient,  that was the result of FUMC Carbondale’s 2013 
Golf Scramble.

SIUC Wesley Foundation Director Sherry Smedsham-
mer  (bottom) receives a $1,327.39 check from Scramble 
Co-Chair Susan Watson as Wesley’s share of the 2013 
Scramble.  The Wesley Food Pantry serves students and 
their families as well as community members in the 
Carbondale area.

 Local Church NEWS

BY LAUREN LEONE-CROSS
State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD -- When a child walks into Asbury 
United Methodist Church on a weekday afternoon for a hot 
meal, Sue Endsley wants them to know one thing — that 
somebody cares.

“These kids are dealt a bad deck of cards and they are 
trying to overcome it,” Endsley said. “They come here to 
feel safe.”

Endsley is a board member for the ministry’s Children’s 
Supper Hour after-school and summer meal program for 
low-income children.

About 30 children enter the church’s doors each after-
noon Monday through Thursday in need of a hot meal, 
help with schoolwork or just a hug — things they may not 
get at home.

“It’s true hunger. Some of them don’t know where their 
next meal is coming from,” said Endsley, 58, of Rochester, 
who began volunteering with the program in 1998. “Some 
of these kids have parents who are alcoholics. Some are 

addicted to drugs.”
She was one of about 30 past or current volunteers, 

board members and donors who were honored Sunday 
at an open house — a celebration that coincided with the 
program’s 30-year anniversary.

Such a long-standing program would not be possible 
without volunteers who have come and gone through the 
years, said board member Joyce McCumber, 75. The pro-
gram tends to rely more on volunteers around the holidays, 
when Christmas stockings are stuffed and Easter baskets 
are filled. Summer is a busy season, too.

“We stay open in the summer because the kids don’t get 
their free lunch at school,” she said. “We have to be here to 
feed them and make sure they have a safe place they can 
go.”

McCumber has volunteered with the program since 
it began in 1983, when a minister newly assigned to the 
church offered up the idea that the community could 
benefit from a neighborhood mission to address children’s 
needs. It started out as a two-day-a-week program, entirely 

reliant on volunteers who brought dishes to feed any neigh-
borhood children who walked in.

Today, the program is four days a week. It has a 
13-member board of directors and a small, paid staff, 
which allows for the ministry to qualify for grant money.

In recent years, the Supper Hour program expanded 
beyond a meal program. Volunteers help children with 
schoolwork, and donations help keep the program’s storage 
room stocked with personal hygiene products, clothing, art 
supplies, socks and underwear, among other things, for the 
children, McCumber said.

Endsley said she’s proud of how the program has 
evolved since she first joined, noting that none of it was 
possible without volunteers.

“Once you come here, you’ll have a passion for it,” she 
said. “I just wish we could get more people to come and 
visit to see what it’s about. Regardless of the help we’ve had, 
we could always, always use more.

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 28 issue of the 
State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Asbury Children’s Supper Hour 

honors its volunteers 
during 30th anniversary 

celebration

Ministry provides meals to low-income   
         children four days a week

Photo by Justin L. Fowler, State Journal-Register
Carol Burge, left, and Rosa Kerr, center, reminisce over an album of pictures of their time spent 

volunteering for the Asbury’s Children’s Supper Hour during an open house to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the program at Asbury United Methodist Church, Sunday, Oct. 27, in Springfield. The program provides a meal to 

the children after school and gives them a safe environment for learning and help with their school work.

ROSEWOOD HEIGHTS – St. Paul UMC celebrated its 60th anniver-
sary with a number of activities.

In September, the church held its third annual “70 and Over” 
party, which catered to the older members, some of which reside 
in assisted living. The idea was to keep them involved as the 
church transitioned into a 21st century worship style of service.  
More than 90 people attended.

In October, the church organized a 
60th anniversary celebration. One 
of the hallmarks of St. Paul’s early 
days were potluck dinners. So, the 
anniversary celebration featured a 
potluck luncheon complete with 
birthday cake and homemade ice 
cream. During the meal, members 
were able to view photos and 
memorabilia from the 60-year 
span of time. They were encour-
aged to write memories they and 
their families had of special events 
while attending St. Paul.

Pictured to the left is Kay Gwalt-
ney, the only surviving charter 
member still active at St. Paul. Kyle 
Norris created a video interview-
ing some members who reported 
about the history as well as future 
ideas for the congregation. 

St. Paul UMC began Oct. 18, 
1953, in the basement of a local 
drugstore.

Rosewood Heights St. Paul 
celebrates 60th anniversary
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NEWS Cover Story

“We met at church camp” is not an             
uncommon story among United Methodist couples, but 

the far-reaching impact of the camp’s spiritual, relational, and missional 
formation on these couples may be under appreciated.  This article celebrates 

partnerships in ministry that were born at Illinois Great Rivers Conference camps.

Curt and Kristin Franklin
Curt and Kristin Franklin met at 

East Bay Camp, where for several years 
they worked on staff as counselors 

and programmatic leaders.  Curt 
claims that as a young adult he was 
“tricked” into becoming a leader 
at camp by his brother, Tony, who 
“talked me into going to a week 
of Summer Leadership Training 
Camp by telling me all the fun 

things I would be doing.  I remem-
ber thinking for the first day or two 

that I didn’t really want to be 
there; however, going home prob-
ably would land me on the porch 
with a paint brush in my hand, so 
I opted to stay.” 

Opting to stay, Curt discov-
ered a place and purpose as his 
talents, including guitar-playing, 
were called upon.  In fact, as he 
participated week after week, God 
began giving him clarity about 
his call.  “No matter where I have 
been in the last 14 years I have 
tried to find ways to be a resource 
or pair of extra hands to local 
congregations through leading 
worship, speaking, preaching, 
being a youth minister, helping 
with retreats, being a chaperone, 
helping with lock-ins, providing 
special music, and other things.”  

Curt is currently on the Staff-Parish Committee of his home church in 
El Paso, IL.  His talents have also been tapped by the IGRC to serve as a 
program assistant in youth and camping. 

In college Kristin was helped by a youth minister at her home church, 
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC, to discern a call to serve as a coun-
selor and apply to East Bay, where she met Curt and worked for three 
summers.  “Working at camp gave me confidence to be a leader and to 
discover a passion for teaching children.”  Working at camp even inspired 
Kristin to major in recreation administration in college. 

Kristin is an active volunteer at El Paso UMC teaching Sunday 
School, and she volunteers for the MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
program at Pontiac First UMC.  She loves being a positive role model and 
sharing God’s love with children. 

The Franklins believe that their experiences in camping, and particu-
larly in leadership, provided a firm foundation not only for them individ-

ually, but even more as a couple.  “Even before we started dating we 
were spending time in worship together twice a day and much time 
in prayer,” Curt says. Together they have discovered God’s purpose 
and plan for their lives, that they can keep each other on track, and 
that side-by-side ministry strengthens them and their witness.  

Nick and Grace Ashbrook
Grace and Nick Ashbrook met at Jensen Woods Camp where 

they, too, were on summer staff.  Grace’s camp story began in tod-
dlerhood when her parents, co-directors of a Jensen Woods camp 
each summer, took her along.  She registered for the first time as an 
“official” camper in second grade and by her teens graduated to the 
“Wrangler-in-Training” (WIT) program, which provided a place of 
voluntary service and leadership development at the camp until she 
was at last old enough to serve as a paid staff member, which she 
did for five years.  Years later, after she and Nick were married and 
she was between jobs, Grace came back to Jensen Woods to serve as 
summer program manager.

Grace said, “It is thrilling to see how God works through camp 
staff to transform lives, and once you have that experience you’re 
hooked for life!  I love how camp provides a place where every child 

is loved unconditionally and is given the opportunity to 
receive God’s grace.”

She continued, “I definitely feel my ‘career’ as a camp coun-
selor played a major role in my decision to pursue mental health 
counseling.  While not every client is struggling spiritually, I feel that I 
have been given an opportunity to provide unconditional positive regard, 
acceptance, and hope to each individual who comes into my office – a 
living example of Christ’s love.” 

Nick, who was raised at Mattoon First UMC, had his eye on a sum-
mer camp job at East Bay, but was sent to Jensen Woods, “the camp at the 
bottom of my list of desirable workplaces,” when conference leadership 
identified him as a potential “bike wrangler.”  By the end of the summer 
the camp “at the bottom” rose to the top, beckoning him to return the 
next two summers.  It was a blessing, too, because it was the second sum-
mer there that he met Grace.

Asked about the impact of camp on his faith journey, Nick shared, 
“My counseling experience at Jensen Woods is the foundation of my 
entire adult spiritual life.  I grew and learned more there than I have 
anywhere since.  I was raised a Christian, so there was no ‘come to Jesus’ 
moment or anything like that.  I credit the excellent camp leadership and 
fellowship with my peers in a safe environment.”  

Like Curt and Kristin, Grace and Nick believe that camping and 
leadership in that context provides a strong foundation for their mar-
riage.  “Jensen Woods is a special kind of place and often attracts people 
with similar interests,” Grace said. “The interests that attracted us to 
camping ministry have become a central part of our relationship, starting 
with God, but also including a passion for working with youth and camp-
ing.  You also learn a lot about yourselves when you share the enormous 
responsibility of children’s emotional and physical safety – including how 
we communicate, deal with stress, and manage frustration.” 

Nick, who is a pilot, and Grace are active at St. Luke’s UMC in 
Dubuque, IA, where together they prepare and serve food with a team 
on Saturday nights for the “Food for the Soul” ministry.  Nick volun-
teers as a CASA volunteer (Court Appointed Special Advocate) assisting 
children who are in foster care.  When Nick was living in Keokuk, IA, 
he also volunteered as a youth leader and participated in several mission 
activities with his youth group.  Their decision to present their infant son, 
Brody, for baptism in April 2013 is a sign that their faith is being soundly 
planted in the next generation.

Chris and Loran Morris
Of his first stint as a counselor, Chris Morris says, “It was my first ex-

perience in a caretaker role, and while the rustic nature of Jensen Woods 
had its challenges, it provided an amazing backdrop to an awesome sum-
mer. The natural beauty of the site led to kids connecting to Christ and 
nature in new ways. Having the chance to lead devotions, prayer times, 
worship services, and small groups has prepared me now to be a valuable 
member of my current church congregation.  IGRC camping has given 
me the chance to make a real and tangible impact for Christ and to use 
the skills developed there to help my church congregation at home.”

Chris helped at both Jensen Woods and Little Grassy every sum-
mer for the next 3 years, “an experience that I wouldn't trade for all the 
money in the world. IGRC camping has prepared us to be real disciples 
in following Christ.”

Loran’s camp experience not only impacted her faith, but also her 
leadership abilities.  “One summer I worked as the head kitchen staff at 
Jensen Woods, and it was amazing.  I was in charge of ordering food, pre-
paring and packing meals, and delivering snacks to campsites.  I kept the 
kitchen clean and organized and followed food safety procedures.  I was 
responsible for feeding everyone, and if the counselors or children went 
hungry, the fault was mine.  Luckily,” Loran continued, “everyone loved 
my cooking and the summer went by without a hitch.” 

Loran also worked as a lifeguard at Little Grassy Camp where she 
was responsible for supervising children.  “The position taught me how 
to work as a team with the other staff members to keep each child safe 
and to make each week memorable for the campers.”  She sees teamwork 
as essential to leadership in her faith community.   “Because of the team-
work and leadership responsibilities that were placed on me as a head 
kitchen worker and lifeguard, I am prepared to take on leadership roles 

“IGRC camping has 

given me the chance 

to make a real and tangible 

impact for Christ and to use 

the skills developed there 

to help my church 

congregation at home.”

~ CHRIS MORRIS

Camp builds a foundation for    
   strong partnerships in ministry

PARTNERSHIPS  CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

BY ALICE SHIRLEY
IGRC Coordinator of Camping
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Wrangler reaches and heals kids with horses
Terri Houser had never used the word “ministry” to describe her 
work as head wrangler at Jensen Woods Camp, but the Holy Spirit 
is certainly using her gifts and her 
love for young people to trans-
form the lives of all who spend 
time at the corral. 

Terri has served as the head 
wrangler at Jensen Woods, an 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
church camp, for the past three 
summers.  She offers riding 
lessons that teach campers how 
to groom, saddle, lead, and ride 
horses, but on a deeper level are 
designed to reach, form, heal, 
and nurture to its full potential 
the spirit of the child.  Until her 
work was labeled by others as “ministry,” she had not considered 
the profound connection between her work in the corral and the 
mission of the IGRC summer program as a whole.

“I have loved horses as long as I can remember,” Terri says.  “Horses 
can sense our feelings and read our body language. They can give 
a great sense of calm and relaxation.”   For this reason, she says, 

horses provide a perfect modality for teaching and healing.  They 
enable summer campers to gain a sense of mastery that inspires 

confidence.  “I feel that working 
with horses gives children a sense 
of accomplishment,” Terri said.  “I 
hope that it will carry on to whatev-
er new challenges their life brings, 
especially for the timid child.” 

Terri’s equine ministry at Jensen 
Woods goes over and beyond lead-
ership at the summer horse camps, 
however.  This past spring at Jensen 
Woods she launched a therapeutic 
horse ministry for children with 
disabilities and other special needs.  
Called “Horses with Wings,” the 
ministry is part of a larger network 

of therapeutic centers called SpiritHorse, based in Corinth, TX, and 
is provided to children at no cost.

This past summer, over the course of 16 sessions, Horses with 
Wings helped two children with cerebral palsy.  One learned how 
to walk without his walker.  The other, confined to a wheelchair, 
gained the strength to sit up for longer periods of time.   Terri 

explained that interaction with the horse helps build the muscle 
memory that children with cerebral palsy are sometimes lacking. 

A third child had epilepsy and memory issues.  By helping to build 
new neural pathways between the two sides of the brain, horse 
therapy helped not only his memory, but his math skills as well. 

In a typical session, the children groom and saddle their horse, 
lead the horse, and as they ride, engage in different exercises and 
games targeting the area of need.  At the end, they unsaddle their 
horse and lead their horse back to the pasture.  Terri noted that 
they build a bond with their horse. Parents participate by walking 
alongside the child.

Terri, who is from Rushville, IL, received training from the Spirit-
Horse Therapeutic Center in Texas.  She considers the launching 
of Horses with Wings to be a fulfillment of a dream.  “God gave me 
this passion for a reason. I am just trying to use it as best I can.  To 
see the light in a child's eye and the smile on their face is all the 
reward I need.”

Learn more about Horses with Wings, a SpiritHorse Therapeutic 
Center, by visiting their facebook page, https://www.facebook.
com/pages/Horses-with-Wings-a-Spirithorse-Therapeutic-
Center.  For more information you are also invited to call Terri at 
(217) 248-4994.

Mom & Me volunteers bring God’s love to the prison
“I’ll never 

forget the look on 
my daughter’s face when she 
saw me. I haven’t touched her in four years. 
Thank you. These were the three best days of my life.”

These are words of an inmate at one of two correctional 
centers served by Mom & Me Camp, a partnership between 
East Bay Camp, Logan and Decatur Correctional Centers, 
and many, many volunteers and donors who have made 
Mom & Me Camp happen each August for the past twelve 
years. 

Among the volunteers is Kathy Case, Director of Mom 
& Me Camp and Assistant Clinical Director at Hammitt 
School, the elementary special education unit at The Baby 
Fold in Bloomington.  The door to Mom & Me opened for 
Kathy when a participating chaplain at the prison invited 
her to join in. She keeps coming back because of her pas-
sion for “challenged and challenging children” and because 
of the indescribable joy she witnesses when for three days 
the incarcerated moms are reunited with their children.

“I know this joy gives these families the best chance 
possible eventually to come together as the family that God 
intended them to be.”  

Lea Schuler, office manager at East Bay Camp, also vol-
unteers, going above and beyond the usual camp registra-
tion work to facilitate the complicated Department of Cor-
rections processes and mounds of paperwork that Mom & 
Me requires.  She’s been involved since the inception of the 

min-
istry.

Lea says, “The first 
year of Mom & Me Camp I took a back seat to the 

program. Each time people left the program for various 
reasons I took another step forward. I have 
found it one of most rewarding ministries 
that I could give my time to.” She adds, 
with passion visibly  sparkling in her eyes, 
“The thing that brings the biggest smile to 
my heart is seeing the children with their 
mothers.”  She believes God’s love and joy 
is shining through the smiles.

The 2013 Mom & Me Camp is the 
largest they have had.  Thirty children 
went to Logan Correctional Center and 
15 to Decatur Correctional Center.  Kathy 
stated, “Their mothers got to be mothers 
and show their children they were still 
loved and cared for!!!  The children got to 
show that they still loved their mothers. 
There were plenty of obstacles, but God 
made sure, as He always does, that these families have a 
newfound hope. They have a much better opportunity to 
become the real loving family God meant for them to be.”

At the correctional center moms and their children 
bond playing games, making crafts, and spending quiet 
time together. Back at East Bay in the evening the children 

participate in traditional camp activities like 
swimming, nature hikes, and campfires.  Running 
concurrently with Mom & Me is a Caregivers Camp that 
is for the relaxation, refreshment, and encouragement of 
those—usually mothers or sisters of inmates—who are 
raising the children in their mother’s absence.

Lea points out, “We could not 
continue to do this wonderful 
camp program without the sup-
port of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, East Bay Camp, and 
the amazing team of volunteers 
who do endless tasks at camp and 
at the prisons and who finan-
cially support Mom & Me Camp 
itself.  I know that the children, 
their mothers, and anyone that 
the camp comes in contact with 
by the end of four days know the 
Mom & Me Camp motto, ‘Smile, 
Jesus Loves You.’”

Persons who would like to 
volunteer in the ministry—either at East Bay Camp in 
the evening or at the prison during the day—are invited 
to contact Kathy at kcase@thebabyfold.org  or Lea at 
lschuler@igrc.org. 

To the request for volunteers Kathy adds, “Funding is 
always on our minds.”  This is easy to understand because 

“I know this joy gives these families the best 
chance possible eventually to come together as the 

family that God intended them to be.”  

“I know this joy gives these families the best 
chance possible eventually to come together as the 

family that God intended them to be.”  

“I know this joy gives these families the best 
chance possible eventually to come together as the 

family that God intended them to be.”  
– KATHY CASE

MOM & ME  CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

– KATHY CASE– KATHY CASE

BY ALICE SHIRLEY
IGRC Coordinator of Camping
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National NEWS

BY HEATHER HAHN*

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) — After 
hours of closed-door sessions throughout 
the week, the Council of Bishops has “re-
spectfully” requested a formal complaint be 
filed against retired Bishop Melvin G. Talbert, 
who officiated at a same-sex union on Oct. 
26 despite church law.

The council specifically urged the complaint 
be submitted by Germany Area Bishop 
Rosemarie Wenner, the council’s president, 
and Birmingham Area Bishop Debra Wallace-
Padgett, who oversees the North Alabama 
Annual (regional) Conference where the 
wedding took place.

The complaint would go before the Western 
Jurisdiction, from which Bishop Talbert 
retired.

The council also recommended that its 
executive committee “initiate a task force to 
lead honest and respectful conversations 
regarding human sexuality, race and gender 
in a worldwide perspective in our shared 
commitment to clear theological under-
standing of the mission and polity of The 
United Methodist Church.”

The bishops in their statement acknowl-
edged that neither they nor the other 
members of the church they lead are of one 
mind regarding ministering with gays and 
lesbians.

The statement said, “pain exists throughout 
the connection, including persons who 
support Bishop Talbert’s actions and persons 
who object to them. We express our pastoral 
concern and care for all people.”

Oklahoma Area Bishop Robert Hayes Jr., the 
Council of Bishops secretary, read the full 
statement at the start of the council’s session 
Friday, Nov. 15.

After the statement was read, Wenner told 
the council and observers that “we commit 
ourselves as bishops in the church to be 
shepherds in our church, pastoral leaders for 
all people in our denomination.”

“We commit ourselves to invite and engage 
with our people in the areas to be in prayer 
so that God may through the Holy Spirit 
guide us to see Christ’s face in all God’s 
people and guide us to engage with all 
God’s people to whom we are sent,” she said.

Talbert and Wallace-Padgett sat at neighbor-
ing tables while the statement was read. 
Talbert later told United Methodist News 
Service he did not feel he should speak pub-
licly on the actions of the bishops.

“In our due process in the church, it is not 
appropriate for me to comment when a 
complaint is filed,” Talbert said. “So I will just 
simply wait to see the process unfold.”

Wallace-Padgett also declined to give im-
mediate comment.

Wenner later said during a news conference 
that determining when and how to respond 
to the council’s request for a complaint 
requires “prayerful consideration.”

“I will engage in conversation with Bishop 
Wallace-Padgett,” Wenner said. “We will do 

this discernment in a timely manner. I do not 
think it appropriate to take immediate action 
because the question is too important for 
the church to hurry.”

The Book of Discipline, the church’s law 
book, since 1972 has stated that all people 
are of sacred worth, but “the practice of ho-
mosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching.” Church law bans United Methodist 
clergy from performing, and churches from 
hosting, “ceremonies that celebrate homo-
sexual unions.”

The council directs that the complaint 
against the bishop be “under the provisions 
of Paragraph 413 (of the Book of Discipline) 

for undermining the minis-
try of a colleague (Paragraph 
2702.1f ) and conducting a 
ceremony to celebrate the 
marriage of a same gender 
couple (Paragraph 2702.1b) 
within the bounds of the 
North Alabama Conference.”

General Conference, the de-
nomination’s top lawmaking 
body, approves the contents 
of the Discipline and is 

the only body that officially speaks for the 
church. Bishops do not have a vote at the as-
sembly, which will next meet in May 2016.

In the news conference, Wenner said she 
could not disclose the proportion of the 
council’s vote on its Nov. 15 statement. The 
bishops prefer to speak to the church as a 
whole.

“In fact, we are not only of two minds,” 
Wenner said. “We are of as many minds as 
there are people here because every single 
bishop brings a perspective to the table.”

Under church law, only active bishops have 
a vote on the council’s actions, but retired 
bishops, including Talbert, are part of the 
conversation and discernment process.

Background of the tension

Talbert officiated at a ceremony at a United 
Church of Christ in Birmingham, Ala., that 
celebrated the marriage of Joe Openshaw 
and Bobby Prince.

Talbert, who has long advocated chang-
ing this part of the Discipline, said after last 
year’s General Conference he “felt compelled 
as a bishop to declare that the derogatory 
language and restrictive laws in our Book of 
Discipline are wrong, immoral and unjust, 
and no longer deserve our loyalty and sup-
port.”

Before the ceremony, Talbert notified 
Wallace-Padgett of his plans, and she re-
quested Talbert not to go to Birmingham for 
that purpose.

“For a bishop or any ordained or licensed 
minister to disregard a law of the church cre-
ates a breach of the covenant they made at 
their consecration, ordination or licensing,” 
she said in a statement.

She also expressed concern that Talbert’s 
actions “would encourage the public to 
only define The United Methodist Church 
in North Alabama by one matter and not 
by the rich range of ministries of North 
Alabama local churches.”

The Executive Committee of the Council of 
Bishops also urged Talbert not to officiate, 
reminding him that conducting same-sex 
wedding ceremonies is a chargeable offense 
under church law.

What happens now

“When there are violations of the Book 
of Discipline, a response is required,” the 
council’s statement said. “However, the 

General Conference 
has given the Council 
of Bishops limited 
authority for the 
task of holding one 
another account-
able. Such authority 
and accountability 
resides in the Col-
lege of Bishops and 
the Jurisdiction or 
Central Conference 
Committees on Epis-
copacy. (Paragraph 
413.and Paragraph 
403.1.f )”

That means it is up to the Western Jurisdic-
tion College of Bishops.

Mountain Sky Area Bishop Elaine Stanovsky 
is the president of the Western Jurisdiction 
College of Bishops.

“Whenever a bishop receives a complaint, 
we keep faith with the guidance that we get 
from the Book of Discipline,” she told United 
Methodist News Service. She noted that 
church law gives bishops some leeway in 
addressing complaints.

“We seek a just resolution,” she said. She also 
noted that the Discipline calls church trials 
“an expedient of last resort.”

The 2012 Western Jurisdictional Conference 
adopted a petition stating that “the sense” 
of the jurisdiction — based on its welcom-
ing attitude to people regardless of sexual 

orientation or gender identity — was 
to impose only a 24-hour suspension 
on any bishop convicted of ordaining 
or appointing a self-avowed practic-
ing homosexual.

In October, the Judicial Council — the 
denomination’s top court —  voided 
the resolution.  “The Discipline grants 
to the trial court the exclusive power 
to set a penalty in a church trial which 
results in a conviction and the full 
legislated range of options must be 
available to a trial court in its penalty 
phase,” the court states in Decision 
1520.

“A jurisdictional or annual conference 
may express disagreement with other bodies 
of The United Methodist Church, but it is still 
subject to the Constitution, the Discipline 
and the decisions of the Judicial Council,” the 
ruling says.

“The current controlling principle is that a 
conference — jurisdictional, central or annu-
al — resolution may express disagreement 
with the current language of the Discipline 
and may express aspirational hopes, but a 
conference may not legally negate, ignore 
or violate provisions of the Discipline, even 
when disagreements are based upon consci-
entious objection to those provisions.”

Stanovsky noted that bishops historically 
have processed all sorts of complaints in the 
life of the church, and reiterated that her col-
lege will follow the process outlined in the 
Book of Discipline.

Council of Bishops takes action    
following same-gender ceremony

“Pain exists throughout the connection, 
including persons who support Bishop 
Talbert’s actions and persons who 
object to them. We express our pastoral 
concern and care for all people.”
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UMCOR delivers food packages to typhoon survivors
BY LINDA UNGER*

TACLOBAN, The Phillipines—The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) delivered food packages Nov. 19 
to waiting residents of Barangay Naganaga, 
a struggling and impoverished community 
in Tacloban, Philippines, that was hard hit 
by wind, intense rain, and an estimated 15-
foot storm surge during Typhoon Haiyan 
Nov. 8.

UMCOR will carried out a second 
food distribution Nov. 20, just outside of 
Tacloban, where small and vulnerable com-
munities have received little attention.

These distributions help meet imme-
diate needs, but recovery from the super 
typhoon will be long—as anyone who lived 
through disasters like Hurricane Katrina 
or Superstorm Sandy can attest. Your sup-
port for International Disaster Response, 
UMCOR Advance #982450, will help meet 
the needs of survivors long after Typhoon 
Haiyan has slipped from the headlines.

At least 800 of the bright yellow bags 
of rice, oil, beans, and other staples were 
handed out to residents who had survived 
the storm by grit and grace, and who waited 
for the food packages in muddy lines. “Thank you for help-
ing us,” one survivor after another called to UMCOR staff 
and volunteers as they struggled under the more welcome 
burden of the 33 pound bags.

The UMCOR convoy of three vehicles had departed 
from Dasmariñas on Sunday with three staff, 10 volunteers, 
and four drivers. After what turned out to be a 36-hour 
drive from Cavite Province in the north, where the UM-
COR Philippines office is located, to Leyte Province in the 
country’s midsection, the convoy reached the devastated 
city early Tuesday afternoon. 

Along the way, the destruction caused by Typhoon 
Haiyan became increasingly apparent. Groves of palm trees 
stood limp like closed but unsecured umbrellas; power 
poles and lines lay on their backs as if shoved; cement walls 
of buildings were blown up in parts, leaving gaping holes; 
while modest homes of thatch or wood lay shifted on their 
stilts or flattened.

Everywhere, hand-lettered signs revealed an unfolding 
story of destruction, need, and hope: “No Food & Water; We 
Can Survive But of You”; “Merry Xmas Go Leyte Survive”; 
“Dead Bodies for Pick Up”; “TINDOG TACLOBANAON” 

[in the local Visayan dialect this means: “Stand Up People of 
Tacloban”].

Determined to deliver the still-desperately needed 
food supplies before the city’s 6:00 pm curfew, UMCOR 
staff quickly met with local officials and personnel from 
the United Nations Office for Humanitarian Assistance 
(OCHA) in the interior of a damaged sports complex and at 
city hall to learn which communities were in greatest need. 
The city supplied a social worker and a peer counselor to 
accompany the UMCOR distribution.

Ciony Ayo-Eduarte, head of mission of UMCOR Phil-
ippines, and the Rev. Jack Amick, UMCOR assistant general 
secretary for International Disaster Response, then led the 
convoy to Baranggay (or neighborhood) Naganaga, where 
food assistance had only begun to trickle in the day before, 
10 days after the typhoon. 

Baranggay Chairman Nikki Leaño, a locally elected 
leader of this neighborhood, said it was coastal communities 
like this one in Tacloban that were most affected by the cat-
egory 5 typhoon, a super storm on the order of hurricanes 
Katrina and Sandy in the United States. “When the storm 
surge rose up, we were a spillway, and the water poured 
through our streets from other communities,” he said.

He estimated that about 100 of his 
neighbors in this small community of about 
1,200 families died in the storm, and said 
Naganaga was among the Tacloban barang-
gays with the highest fatalities. Leaño had 
sent his own family, including three children 
ages 6, 9, and 12, to Manila ahead of the 
storm for their safety. He and his brother 
stayed back with their neighbors.

“We thought it was the end of the 
world,” said one of those neighbors, Erlinda 
Andal, 30, as she waited for the contrast-
ingly sunny-yellow food packages. She, her 
husband, and their four children ages 7, 8, 
9, and 12, had climbed to the roof of their 
modest home for safety as the storm surge 
rose. “The water kept going up and up,” she 
said. “It was up to our chests.”

Andal, a manicurist, said she and her 
husband, a carpenter, were thankful for the 
assistance. “It will be a very big help for our 
family,” she said.

Another neighbor, Maria Theresa Pe-
ñafiel, 45, called the storm “horrifying.”

She said that although her home is old, 
she was trying to make some last-minute 
repairs to protect it from the storm. When 

Typhoon Haiyan, known locally as Yolanda, hit, she said, 
no one expected what she called a “tidal wave.” She was 
referring to the surge that, along with phenomenally high 
winds, knocked down power lines, crumpled red steel roofs 
as if they were Christmas tinfoil, and picked up and tossed 
heavy objects like boats, cars, trucks, and even a bus from 
one place to another.

Peñafiel, a single mother of three grown children, 
climbed with them and three grandchildren to the roof of 
their home for safety. She said the adults hung onto the roof 
with one hand and to a child with the other for at least an 
hour. “We wanted to survive,” said Peñafiel, who works two 
jobs, as baranggay treasurer and with an express mailing 
service.

So many days later, she said, she still does not sleep 
well. Like those of her neighbors who are able to do so, she 
has returned to her damaged home, set up tarps, and now 
lives in the more-or-less habitable parts. She said she is 
afraid of burglars who have been on the prowl for vulner-
able homes to loot. But, she said, she was “overwhelmed” 
by the assistance UMCOR brought. “We’re very glad you 
came,” she said. “This will be a very big help.” •

Global NEWS

IGRC among four conferences that have raised more than $2 million
BY HEATHER HAHN*

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) — Pittsburgh 
Area Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton told the Council of 
Bishops today that the Imagine No Malaria campaign is 
nearing $60 million in its goal to eradicate the disease in 
Africa. 

“It is all good news,” said Bickerton, who leads the 
Western Pennsylvania Annual (regional) Conference.

The United Methodist Church hopes to raise $75 mil-
lion for the effort by 2015.

“We have the end of this campaign in our sights and 
we believe we have the roadmap to get us there,” said 
Bickerton, who leads the Western Pennsylvania Annual 
(regional) Conference.

“The vast majority of the money we have raised has come from the 
people of The United Methodist Church who sit in our pews every Sun-
day,” he said. “We are ready to eclipse the $60 million mark because of the 
grassroots efforts.”

The campaign is funding a number of strategies to fight the deadly 
disease that still kills someone every 60 seconds. They include insecticide-
treated bed nets and help for United Methodist health boards across Africa 
that are working to prevent and treat the disease. 

They also include funding for innovations such as to test the use and 
impact of repellant creams to prevent mosquito bites as a means of malaria 
prevention. 

Since The United Methodist Church began the campaign the death 
toll from malaria has been cut in half. 

“God really is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imag-
ine,” Bickerton said. “Imagine No Malaria is proof of that!”

Bickerton noted the Holston, Illinois Great Rivers, 
Minnesota and the Western Pennsylvania conferences 
have also exceeded their fundraising goals with 
more than $2 million each. 

The eight conferences of the Western Ju-
risdiction have revised their initial fundraising 
goal of $2 million up to $9.7 million. It is the 
only U.S. jurisdiction in which all conferences 
are participating in the campaign.

“In the last six months, we have raised just 
under $8 million in new pledges, and we received $3.5 million in 
cash gifts,” Bickerton said.

In the last six months, 10 conferences also have come on board 
the campaign. At this point, only 14 of the 59 U.S. conferences still 

have not made a formal commitment to be the campaign. 
Bickerton addressed his remarks to those 14 conferences: “Won’t you 

please take us home?”
Sierra Leone Area Bishop John K. Yambasu said African conferences 

are also talking about contributing to the campaign. The goal is for every 
annual conference in Africa to contribute $5,000 for a total of $65,000.

“It is our children who are dying,” Yambasu said. “We are at risk of los-
ing a generation.”

Bickerton said United Methodists from the Philippines have contrib-
uted to the campaign as well.

“I believe this church of ours could use a victory — something that 
crosses theological, geographical and economic boundaries,” Bickerton 
said. “I believe this can be that victory. This can be a unifying celebration 
for the whole denomination.”

*Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service.
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Imagine No Malaria nears $60 million mark

 A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.
Survivors of Typhoon Haiyan receive food packages from the United Methodist Committee on Relief during a distribution in Tacloban, Philippines.
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Erwin continues blazing trails, 
encouraging pastors at age 97
BY PAUL BLACK

WEST FRANKFORT – Even at age 97, the 
Rev. Mary Erwin would rather talk about Jesus 
than herself.

At a Nov. 14 gathering of Cache River 
District clergy, Erwin weaved a tapestry of 
scripture from Genesis to Revelation into a 
devotional and it was only when she finished 
that District Superintendent Roger Russell 
asked her questions about her ministry and the 
trailblazing history it was for women who have 
followed her in the ministry.

“I’m grateful for the beginning I had,” 
Erwin said during her devotional. “I recog-
nized that God was God.  You know so often 
when God calls us, we say ‘let someone else 
do it.’ Moses wanted Aaron to speak for him 
and when we do that, we miss the blessing that 
comes from doing it ourselves.”

Erwin said her own calling to the minis-
try at age 33 was a struggle. “I didn’t want to 
preach because I knew how people felt about 
women preachers (in 1949),” she recalled. 
“Even my own mother thought I had lost my 
mind.”

A native of Kansas, she obtained her teaching degree 
in high school and passed the State of Kansas’ exami-
nation to be teacher. “Back then, women teachers and 
nurses couldn’t be married,” she said. “But I am thankful 
for the training in that it prepared me for when I an-
nounced my call to ministry.”

That call came after moving to Illinois, when Mary 
said she heard God’s call during a revival service as the 
congregation sang,  I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go.

In April 1949, Erwin received her exhorter’s license 
and she appointed the following October to Oliver, just 
outside McLeansboro.  Even then, the exhorter’s license 
was made out to Mrs. 
Carroll Erwin.  “They 
wanted me to use my 
husband’s name but I 
insisted I wanted to use 
my name,” she said.

“When I went 
there, there was some 
concern about having 
a woman preacher,” 
she said. “I just said 
to them, ‘I know it is 
unusual; all I ask is you 
give me a chance.’”

She felt that a 
major breakthrough 
occurred when she had 
a funeral with a male 
pastor from another 
denomination.  “One 
of my members died 
and it was a small 
community and this 
pastor tended to do all 
the funerals in town, but the family had requested I read 
scripture and if a third pastor failed to show, I was to do 
a prayer,” Erwin said. “Well, this pastor let me know that 
I was only to read Scripture. At the end of the service, 
the people of my church told him never to come back 
(because of how he treated me).”

After one year at Oliver, Concord and Thackery were 
added to the charge with Erwin preaching Saturday eve-
ning, Sunday morning and Sunday evening. Erwin said 
she used Sunday afternoon to visit the nursing homes.

Erwin continued her education by enrolling in the 
Five-Year Course of Study.  She was ordained a local 
deacon in 1953 and a local elder in 1955 – the process 
which existed for supply pastors at that time.  Upon 
graduation, the school would not issue her a diploma 
because women could not be ordained in the Method-
ist Church until action was taken by the 1956 General 
Conference.

“I had to have a diploma to enroll in seminary and 

they wouldn’t give me the diploma so I couldn’t further 
my education,” she said. 

Her quest for her diploma would end 51 years later 
when Bishop Sharon A. Brown Christopher, hearing 
Erwin’s story, contacted Bishop Lindsey Davis of North 
Georgia, who served as a trustee for Emory University, 
asking that he look into the matter.  Copies of the edu-
cational grade reports for “Brother Mary Erwin” were 
provided to the registrar.

The university contacted the General Board of 
Ministry in Nashville for assistance but part of the dif-
ficulty in validating the information was that the Board 
of Education of The Methodist Church (the predeces-

sor board to the General 
Board of Ministry) did 
not assume responsibil-
ity for administering the 
Course of Study until 
1960. During this time, 
schools organized their 
work according to cur-
riculum prescribed in the 
Discipline independent of 
the Board of Education.

Nevertheless, the 
agency did prepare a 
Certificate of Completion 
for the Five-Year Course 
of Study which was com-
pleted in 1955 and the 
diploma was presented by 
Christopher to Erwin at 
the 2006 annual confer-
ence session.

“The licensing process 
of this pioneer in minis-

try reflected the difficulty of women clergy,” Christopher 
said. “It was a different era and a different time.”

Erwin said she credits her late husband, Carroll, 
who passed away in June at age 99 for supporting her 
trailblazing efforts. The couple was married for 79 years.  
“My whole family helped me, which allowed me to be 
wife, mother and full-time pastor,” she said.  She has two 
children, seven grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren 
and 11 great-great grandchildren.

Erwin, herself, continued to drive until earlier this 
year, voluntarily giving up her driver’s license, because 
“I don’t want to be out there with all those old people on 
the road.”

She was elected an associate member of the former 
Southern Illinois Conference in 1968 and pastored 
the following churches prior to retirement in 1982: 
Broughton Circuit (Oliver-Thackery-Concord); Pleasant 
Grove; Bruce Chapel; Springerton-Asbury; Macedonia-
Corinth-Ewing; and Dahlgren.

Photo courtesy of Steve Liehr
The Vermilion River District United Methodist Men presented $200 checks to The Baby 
Fold and East Bay Camp from its proceeds of an Oct. 12 Trivia Night held at Dwight 
UMC. The presentation was made during the UMM Service at Verona UMC.  Pictured 
from left, are:  Steve Liehr, UMM prayer advocate; Julie Payne, vice president for 
development and public relations for The Baby Fold; Ben Nelson, site manager, East 
Bay Camp; and Jeff Bunker, Vermilion River District UMM vice president.

IGRC Communications 
receives four awards
CHICAGO -- IGRC Communications won four awards for its 
work from the United Methodist Association of Communica-
tors at an Oct. 26 awards ceremony in Chicago.  

IGRC Director of Communications Paul Black won a second 
place award among annual conference bloggers for his "Af-
rica University Blog" during the 20th anniversary celebration 
of Africa University in March.  

The April 2013 issue of The Current, "Africa University at 20" 
also won a third-place award for Special Publication, Section 
or Supplement for Black and former graphic designer and 
assistant editor Natalie Rowe. The Current also garnered 
second place for best Annual Conference or Local Church 
newspaper. 

IGRC Video Production Manager Suzy Burns, along with 
Black earned third place honors in video production costing 
less than $500 for the 2013 Annual Conference Vignettes, 
which underscored the Annual Conference message of 
Extravagant Generosity through the stories of 100-year-old 
Bernice Stropes of Orion, who sews clothing for a Haitian 
children's hospital; a look back to Bowen UMC's opening of 
its church facility to the community following a fire at the 
local high school; and the story of Embarras River DS Randy 
Reese and his family's decision to donate organ and tissue 
after his son Dylan was tragically killed, providing life for 19 
different individuals.

NEWS Extras

Photo courtesy of Burena Howard, 
IGRC UMW Communications Coordinator

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference United Methodist Women held 
its 17th annual celebration on Oct. 5, with a theme “A Time to Grow: 
Prepare, Witness, Excite and Invite Others to the Table.”

Sally Vonner, assistant general secretary of membership and leader-
ship development for the UMW National office was the keynote 
speaker. Rev. Janice Griffith, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, led 
devotions and celebrated Communion assisted by district superin-
tendents Cynthia Jones, Doug Rorex and Gary Wilson. Officers for the 
conference UMW are: Marge Stout, president and Camille McCaskill, 
vice president. Joye Anderson was the host District President for 
the event, which was hosted at Quincy Union UMC.  Pictured in the 
photo are from left, Stout, Griffith, Jones and Rorex.

Photos by Paul Black
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NEWS Extras

BY ROBB MCCOY
Co-Chair, IGRC Board of Church and Society

WASHINGTON -- Following up on legislation 
passed at the 2013 Annual Conference, three 
members of the IGRC attended a workshop 
in Washington DC organized by the Healthy 
Families, Healthy Planet project.

Healthy Families, Healthy Planet is an initia-
tive funded by the United Nations Founda-
tion and housed in the General Board of 
Church and Society.  The mission of HFHP 
is to raise awareness and train advocates 
on the issues of maternal health and family 
planning.

Rev. Robb McCoy, Rev. Carrie Carnes, and 
Helen Edwards attended the training in 
October and met with staff from the offices 
of four Illinois Congressmen.  McCoy, Carnes, 
and Edwards met together with members 
of the Northern Illinois Conference with 
Senators Mark Kirk and Dick Durbin.  McCoy 
and Carnes then went together to meet with 
the staff of Rep. Aaron Schock.  Edwards also 
met with Rep. Rodney Davis.

McCoy is the associate pastor at Moline Riv-
erside UMC and the co-chair of the Confer-
ence Board of Church and Society.  Carnes 
is the pastor of Chenoa UMC, provisional 
member of the Annual Conference, and 
member of the Conference BCS.  Edwards is 
a lay member of White Hall Christ UMC.

The resolution passed by Annual Conference 
-- Legislative Item 203 -- cites figures detail-
ing the dangerous state of maternal and 
infant health in the world.  287,000 women 
die annually from complications to preg-
nancy and giving birth, and 4 million infants 

die within the first month of being born.

The resolution goes on to state, “a woman is much more likely to have a 
healthy pregnancy and give birth to a healthy baby if she delays preg-
nancy at least two years after the birth of her previous child.”

It is estimated that 222 million women around the world want to delay 
pregnancy or plan their family, but do not have access to contraception, 
resulting in 70 million unintended pregnancies annually.  It is estimated 
that full funding for international family planning would prevent 54 
million unintended pregnancies, 7 million miscarriages, and 24 million 
abortions each year.

“This is not a women’s issue, this is a human issue” said McCoy.  “This is a 
Christian issue.  Foreign and Domestic aid for maternal health and family 
planning saves the lives of mothers and infants.  As a person of faith, I 
cannot stand idly by while so many women and children suffer.”

The resolution passed by Annual Conference included a call to action, 
“to contact their members of  Congress to urge them to increase fund-
ing for international family planning in U.S. foreign assistance in order to 
reduce maternal and infant mortality.”

While the political climate does not lend itself well to advocating for 
foreign aid, the fact is that foreign aid is less than 1 percent of the total 
federal budget. 

“Polls reveal that people think that foreign aid makes up 25 percent of 
the federal budget,” said Kelli Ripp, a staff member of Rep. Aaron Schock.  
“They think that it should make up about 10 percent of the budget.  In 
reality, it is less than 1 percent.”

“Cutting foreign aid to balance the budget is like switching to fat free 
creamer and calling it a diet,” said McCoy.

Churches and small groups can organize for maternal health in many 
ways:

•	 Host a “Birthing Kit” party.  UMCOR has a list of what goes into a 
birthing kit.  This includes plastic, string, a sterile razor, and other 
items needed to help create a safe and clean birthing environment.

•	 Host a letter-writing party.  Write letters to your local representa-
tives, letting them know that funding for maternal health and fam-
ily planning is important to you.

•	 Host a screening of No Woman, No Cry, a documentary telling the 
stories of mothers in the developing world that struggle to gain 
access to health care.

•	 Host a book discussion group around Half the Sky.

Healthy Families, Healthy Planet hosts a training event each year.  Please 
contact the Conference Board of Church and Society if you would like 
more information about applying next year.

in my home congregation.  I have experience with spiritual formation and discipleship 
that I hope to apply to my local church.  Camp will always have a lasting impact on my 
faith and my life.”

Chris and Loran didn’t meet at camp, but they worked together at camp for two 
years together.  “The camping environment taught us to work together as a team 
and helped us grow in our faith with God together as a couple.  The best benefit of 
us working together at camp,” Loran continues, “is the shared experiences that I will 
always have with Chris.  If I mention the muskrat hunt or four-square on the dock or 
the morph man scavenger hunt, he will know exactly what I am talking about.  Sum-
mer camp presents staff with many emotional and spiritual highs but also emotional 
and spiritual lows.  Being able to celebrate with Chris through those highs and be an 
encouragement to him through those lows, became the building blocks of our current 
relationship.”  

Chris and Loran currently attend Carbondale First UMC and the SIU Wesley 
Foundation.  Once they put their busy school schedules behind them, Chris wants to 
serve as a youth leader.  Loran, who organized a food pantry for college students out of 
the SIU Wesley Foundation with a leadership grant, has her sights set on a vocation as 
an ordained deacon in healthcare and nutrition in the context of the church.

A Word of Encouragement to Others
When asked what encouragement she might give to others as they grow in their 

Christian calling, Grace said, “It’s a feeling you get from helping others that warms 
your insides.  It helps you to let go of the little things in life that contribute to negative 
emotions and reminds you of how big a difference you can make in a person’s life.  It’s 
hard to describe, you might just have to try it and decide for yourself!”

Loran added, “I would never trade the experiences I had at camp.  They shaped 
my life and my faith and I would not be who I am today without them.” 

Curt concluded with a quote from James 2:17 that keeps him focused:  “In the 
same way, faith is dead when it doesn’t result in faithful activity.”  He added, “Volun-
teering in your local churches and in conference ministries is about being the body of 
Christ.”

the cost of providing this experience for children and their caregivers runs about $400 
per person.  

The Mom & Me ministry is an approved Advance Special (#6870) of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference.  Gifts may be routed through local churches or sent directly 
to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. It’s important to note the Advance Special 
number on the check.

While both Kathy and Lea are invested in the ministry for the sole purpose of 
bringing God’s transforming love to the lives of women and children marginalized by 
circumstance, there is also a personal reward.

Kathy’s words say it best: “To share this ministry is to grow in very unexpected 
and amazing ways as a Christian.”

MOM & ME  CONTINUED FROM PAGE  9

Three attend Church and Society workshop

Photo courtesy of GBCS
Rev. Robb McCoy, Helen Edwards and Rev. Carrie Carnes 
in Washingto, D.C.
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Fred Zwicky / Journal Star

Pekin: Roofers from Collins Roofing in Atlanta replace the roof of a Sheridan Road home as Pekin continues to dig out Thursday after 
a F2 tornado damaged more than 100 homes, destroying at least 54 houses last Sunday. Weather became a factor as rain poured 
down on many homes that had the roof ripped off.  (Below) Restoration tech Tabatha Parnham looks over the damage as ServiceMas-
ter crews salvage anything not destroyed by the tornado at a Sheridan Road home. Parnham said everything on the top floor had 
been declared a complete loss. Pekin continued to dig out Thursday after a F2 tornado damaged more than 100 homes, destroying at 
least 54 houses last Sunday. The crews tagged and logged each item and then loaded them on to trucks to be stored in a warehouse. 
Most items on the top floor were a complete loss.

Conference NEWS

Adam Testa / The Southern
Brookport: (Above) An unidentified woman grieves after a tornado hit 
Brookport on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. (Right) Syra Roark carries Jasper, 
a friend's dog, away from the devastation caused by a tornado that hit 
Brookport on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. Several residents lost pets in the chaos 
of the aftermath.

Tornadoes 
wreak havoc, 
damage and 
death in Illinois

24 touchdowns recorded in 
two-hour period result in six deaths
BY PAUL BLACK

A barrage of 24 tornadoes touched down in a two-hour time span and 
brought a pathway of destruction throughout the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Nov. 17.

The tornadoes struck all parts of the conference – north, central and south 
– and trained early response teams have been deployed to assist with search and 
rescue, recovery and cleanup since.

According to the National Weather Service, the first recorded tornado – an 
EF2 with wind speeds of 120 miles cut a 100-yard path across the west and north 
sides of Pekin at 10:52 a.m.  10 people were injured. In the next seven minutes, 
one tornado became two when it dissipated for three to four miles along its path 
from Pekin. It then reformed in southwest East Peoria, picking up speed to an 
EF3 status with wind speed now clocking at 190 mph.

By the time it reached Washington, wind speeds were 190 mph (an EF4 
status) with the width of the storm path growing from 100 yards to one-half mile.  
The tornado would continue covering 46.2 miles in 48 minutes from the time it 
left East Peoria to dissipating in Long Point at 11:47 a.m.  In Washington, 1,000 
homes were damaged with at least 400 destroyed, one death and 125 injuries.

The home of IGRC retired pastor Barbara Zwetz was destroyed. The homes of 
retired pastors Russ and Karen Smith, and Wayne and Kathy sustained damage.

Further south, a second EF4 began bearing down on the small community 
of New Minden, just south of Nashville where a small farm sustained a direct hit 
with only the foundation remaining. The community’s Lutheran church was also 
severely damaged. Two persons were killed, two were injured in a 10.6 mile storm 
path that spanned up to 200 yards in width dissipating nearly Hoyleton.

As the first funnel dissipated, a second funnel developed about 1 mile to the 
east, producing sporatic damage for nearly 5 miles with a wind speed rating in the 
EF0 to EF1 range (65 to 110 mph) Most of the damage occurred 3 miles south-
west of Centralia’s city limits, dissipating ¾ miles west of a large mobile home 
park in Wamac on the Washington-Marion-Clinton county lines.

At 12:22 p.m., yet another EF2 tornado began forming on the Will-Grundy 
county lines, striking Coal City, Diamond and Wilmington with three injuries 
reported.

At 12:45 p.m., an EF3 tornado formed 2 miles east of Thomasboro in Cham-
paign County and cut through the community of Gifford before dissipating 3.6 
miles southwest of Wellington in Iroquois County.  In all, 200 homes were dam-
aged, 30 destroyed and six injuries were reported.

Nearly two hours later, in a storm cell that formed in Kentucky and moved 
northward, an EF3 tornado struck Brookport, a community of 1,000, damaging 
247 homes, one-third of which are uninhabitable, destroying 50 mobile homes 
and claiming two lives in Brookport and one in neighboring Unionville.

IGRC response
The IGRC disaster response network began work Sunday afternoon, piecing 

together which sites were hit and identifying ways in which to provide assistance.  
Bishop Jonathan Keaton was on the phone with area pastors, seeking information 
and ways in which the conference could be of support.

On Monday, Nov. 18, meetings were held with the various cooperating 
agencies to formulate plans at the various disaster sites. Bishop Keaton issued a 
pastoral letter concerning Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines as well as the Il-
linois tornadoes.

Keaton asked that United Methodist help in three ways:

•	 Pray for the cities and towns in the IGRC affected by the tornados. 
Pray not only for those affected, but those neighbors who roll up their 
sleeves and help rebuild their communities. Pray for the trained early 
responders whose help will be sought shortly. And keep praying for 
tornado in other states and the Philippines.

•	 Give to the Conference Disaster Fund (Conference Advance Special 
6800). These funds will supplement funds received by UMCOR to bring 
healing and wholeness to our people. At this time, we are asking you not 
to designate specific areas for your donation. Please give our conference 
staff and volunteers the maximum flexibility to respond to this wave of 
disasters and provide help where it is needed.

•	 Donate to the UMCOR through Advance Special 982450, the interna-
tional disaster response and designate it for "Typhoon Haiyan Relief." 
If you are planning to participate in the Dec. 3 Giving Tuesday effort, 

Jeff Wilson / The Southern
New Minden: Neighbors sift through some of the rubble in New Minden 
after an EF4 tornado struck the Washington County town Sunday, Nov. 17, 
2013. 



Conference NEWS
this Advance Special qualifies for a matching gifts, thereby doubling your 
contribution (see related story on page 3).  

On Nov. 19, Bishop Keaton traveled to Washington and to Gifford to lend 
the church’s support. Upon returning to Springfield, Keaton contacted the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and requested a $10,000 emergency grant to 
begin putting the conference response into place.  The request was approved later 
that day.

IGRC Communications also mobilized its resources, providing daily updates 
on the IGRC website and the IGRC Facebook page. Persons wishing to view the 
updates may do so by visiting: www.igrc.org/tornados2013. 

Site reports (as of Nov. 25)
Coal City/Diamond Area:  Coal City UMC is acting as a response center 

for disaster response. At press time, the four people who were hospitalized due to 
injuries sustained from the storm have all been treated and released.

Donations of food, supplies and durable items have been significant and Coal 
City UMC ceased the receipt of those items Nov. 26. 

The Mazon State Bank continues to take monetary donations for the Dia-
mond and Coal City Tornado Disaster Relief Fund.

There will be a continued effort to coordinate the services available to those 
affected by the tornado. The Red Cross will assist with a joint Multi-Agency 
Resource Center, which is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 2 at the Diamond 
Banquet Hall, 55 S. Daly St., Diamond.  

A Facebook page has been established as a help desk for the disaster: https://
www.facebook.com/diamondtornardovictimshelppage

Pekin:  Two families from Pekin Grace UMC and several families from Pekin 
First UMC were affected. News reports have shown a large Southern Baptist pres-
ence in the disaster response.

Rev. Judy Doyle reports that several families from Pekin First UMC were also 
affected. She writes:

“Several members of our congregation were affected by the tornado. One 
home had substantial damage. Another lost the garage/carport. It looked like a 
saw was used to remove the garage/carport. The house itself sustained no damage. 
Yet another home was shifted on its foundation, the resident can live in the house 
but many repairs are necessary. Located at the end of court another family found 
a tree in the back of their pick-up truck, a hole in the roof and the garage door 
damage. Another family found its backyard filled with trees, but very little damage 
to the house and their VW Beetle had a tree on it. The car will have the wind-
shield replace and small "dings" removed. What thrilled me was to see the church 
in action. At least three volunteers from the church showed up with chainsaws to 
clear the trees in the back yard. The wood was hauled away but it took about five 
truckloads to clear the yard. Two of those men suffered damage in the Mothers' 
Day tornado of 2003. One had to have their house rebuilt.

“Another family suffered roof and window damage but could stay in their 
home. A couple from our church provided meals for them as it was difficult for 
the family to prepare their meals.

“When the Wrigley family (members of Pekin First UMC) learned one of 
their employees had suffered substantial damage when the tornado touched down 
in their subdivision, they went to work. An assessment of what was needed to 
make the home safe, secure and sanitary was made.  They made a quick trip to 
Menard's and returned with supplies. A blue tarp was placed on the damaged 
roof, plywood applied where necessary. A couple employees of the Wrigleys also 
arrived to help. What a blessing to see the church being a witness to employees 
and others.”

Pekin also benefited from the shipment of 504 personal dignity kits from the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center, an UMCOR partner, which arrived Nov. 25.

Washington:  Crossroads UMC is serving as the community’s nerve center 
for disaster response.  The congregation has cancelled all church activities for the 
immediate future with all of its staff and resources devoted to providing disaster 
response. The church is serving a free noon meal each day after having served 
three meals daily the first week.

Crossroads  fed 3,500 on Nov. 21, 5,300 on Nov. 22, and more than 6,000 Nov. 
23. These figures were on the three-meal schedule.  Eight have been sheltered at 
the church through the American Red Cross with as many as 28 earlier in the 
week.

Various agencies, including Ameren, Verizon, the Secretary of State’s of-
fice and various insurance companies have all established tables in a converted 
all-purpose room at Crossroads to provide “one-stop shopping” with disaster 
response.  Medical personnel are also on-hand to provide basic medical care.

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center delivered 504 Personal Dignity Kits 
to Washington Nov. 25. Since these kits are produced in-house and the MMDC 
can leverage bulk buying, persons can assist with its replenishment by sending $4 
for each personal dignity kit to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, P.O. Box 
56, Chatham, IL 62629.

Response teams must register at the Washington Chamber of Commerce 
through AmeriCorps, which is coordinating disaster response teams.  To register 
a team, call 309-698-5003. 

FEMA began damage assessments Nov. 21 and will continue until complete. .

East Peoria:  Early responder teams began their work Nov. 22.  An active 
callup for Early Response Teams (trained, background-checked, and badged) was  
issued by IGRC ERT Trainer Steve Schoeffel. Schoeffel contacted those that have 
the UMCOR training which would enable them to assist in this callup asking 
about availability dates for working disaster sites. If you have not been contacted 
and are badged through UMCOR, please email your dates of availability to Steve 
at ert.igrc@gmail.com. 

East Peoria First UMC is part of an ecumenical response, serving as a Red 
Cross Shelter. Rev. Mary Arnold said much of the church’s effort has been in 
listening to the stories of victims and distributing materials and supplies as well as 
gathering information which will assist caseworkers later.

Glad Tidings Assembly of God is serving as the center for volunteers and 
the Baptist Church is managing the supply donations at the community’s Expo 
Center.

Gifford:  UMCOR-trained Early Response Teams from the Iroquois River and 
Vermilion River districts began work on Nov. 20, assisting residents in cleanup 

Community turns out to 
support its storm victims
BY PAUL BLACK

ST. ELMO – Ina Abendroth is a fixture at St. Elmo 
High School sporting events.

A mother of five grown children, Abendroth 
walked the sidelines and sat in the bleachers for 
several years while her sons played for the Eagle 
basketball and football teams.

Although football was discontinued in 1988 after 
her sons graduated from high school and the 
football program had few winning seasons, Aben-
droth’s voice was complemented by a cow bell she 
brought to the game to cheer her team on. She 
also wasn’t afraid to voice her objection to a bad 
call by an official either.

And while her sons have long since graduated, 
Abendroth has remained interested in her com-
munity.

So when news circulated around town that 
Abendroth’s home was one of three destroyed 
Nov. 17 by an EF-2 tornado packing wind speeds 
of up to 120 mph, the community decided to band 
together to help. More than 250 persons from this 
community of 1,500 attended a benefit spaghetti 
supper coordinated by the local ministerial alli-
ance.

Abendroth, who attends Fairview UMC near her 
home west of St. Elmo, said that she was at home 
at the time of the tornado strike.

“I was in the living room and was listening to the 
weather reports and could tell it was coming my 
way,” she said.  “I went to my bedroom, got in bed 

and covered myself with pillows and kept thinking 
this is going to get me.”

Hearing the familiar sound of a freight train, the 
tornado pummeled Abendroth’s house with only 
one room still standing largely undamaged – her 
bedroom. A lone 2 by 4 pierced the bedroom wall 
and remained embedded. As she started to survey 
the damage, debris was everywhere.

Also destroyed in the storm was Abendroth’s par-
ents’ home where she grew up.  The two-story farm 
house with three chicken houses, a shed, barn and 
garages all were leveled.

While she has not been able to go through all 
of her personal belongings, Abendroth did say 
they were able to salvage some of them.  While 
insurance coverage will not be sufficient for her 
to rebuild, Abendroth did say she has located her 
new home.

“The house is just inside the town limits of 
Brownstown,” a neighboring community about 
three miles from her home. And in recent years, 
the Brownstown and St. Elmo high schools have 
started partnering together to field athletic teams, 
so the transition shouldn’t be too difficult for the 
long time Eagle fan.

Although she is dependent upon others to get her 
to the ball games, family and members of the com-
munity see to it that she still is able to be there.

“I am blessed,” she said. “Things could have been 
much worse and we just have to pick up and move 
on.”

TORNADOES  CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Photos by Paul Black  

From top left clockwise: A semi trailer was 
blown into the back of a home in Gifford. A 
volunteer sorts clothing donations at the 
Gathering Place, a multi-purpose building of 
Rantoul First UMC, that is receiving donations 
for victims in Gifford.  Bishop Jonathan Keaton 
visits with some of the youth in Gifford as part 
of his Nov. 19 visit while IGRC video produc-
tion manager Suzy Burns films the encounter.

(below): IGRC Director of Communication 
Ministries Paul Black talks with St. Elmo storm 
victim Ina Abendroth during a Nov. 23 benefit 
attended by more than 250 persons in the 
Fayette County community.

Photo by Bill Grimes, Effingham Daily News
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Photos by Paul Black and Mary Walker  

From top to bottom: Supplies and donations fill 
a food pantry at Crossroads UMC in Washington. 
The church has served thousands of meals 
daily. Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton speaks to Judy 
Hauck, Rev. John Hauck, pastor of Washington 
Evangelical UMC, and Casey Taylor, associate 
pastor of Crossroads UMC during a Nov. 19 visit. 
One of the homes destroyed in Washington. 

Conference NEWS

and sorting of items from damaged homes.  Ron Monroe, who is coordinating the 
response, reported 18 ERT members split into six-member teams in Gifford.  At 
press time, work was beginning to slow and cleanup was expected to be completed 
by week’s end. FEMA assessments were completed Nov. 21.

Rantoul First UMC has an emergency drop-off center in the Gathering Place, 
operating from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  The church has already received food, water, 
cleaning and hygiene supplies, diapers, toilet paper, blankets and clothing.  There 
has been an immediate call for plastic totes (containers with lids) for families try-
ing to save belongings from damaged homes in Gifford.  Totes and all supplies can 
go to Rantoul First UMC.  

St. Elmo:  The St. Elmo Ministerial Alliance held a fundraiser Nov. 23 to help 
the three families who lost their homes, which included one United Methodist 
(see related story).  Three other families at St. Elmo First UMC also sustained 
damage and were among the 17 homes destroyed.  

New Minden:  Relief work headed by the Lutheran Church continues in New 
Minden.  St. John's Lutheran Church in New Minden held its weekend services in 
the basement of the church's school building. The church suffered heavy damage 
to its roof, and lost its steeple, when a tornado moved through town.  

No decisions have been made yet regarding repairing or rebuilding the church 
and the church’s priority is on helping the 10 local families whose homes were 
destroyed or severely damaged. Gift cards are being collected for the families. They 
can be dropped off during the next day or so at the school building, which is serv-
ing as sort of a command post, or can be mailed to: St. John's Lutheran Church, 
15538 State Route 127, Nashville, IL, 62263.

Brookport and Unionville:   Early response teams from the Cache River 
District and District Superintendent Roger Russell have been in Brookport since 
Nov. 20. Rev. Ed Hoke and Rev. Pete Ryan are coordinating the United Methodist 
response in Brookport and Unionville. 

Bob Morwell, pastor of Carterville UMC, was on site Nov. 21 and gave this 
report:

“Just came from Brookport, where three people were killed, and another was 
criticially injured. Despite the death toll, it has gotten little national attention, 
because it is small, and in a smaller media market. Fortunately, the church is there, 
even if the networks aren't. I saw several Early Response Team members from the 
Cache River District, as well as our Superintendent. Even though we haven't had a 
church there for some time, the UMC has not forgotten Brookport.”

Brookport UMC closed in June 2008.
Brookport is assembling a multi-agency registration center in Brookport as a 

way to provide a “one-stop shop” for agency assistance to residents.
Ryan reported Nov. 22 that due to predicted winter weather moving into 

Southern Illinois early Thanksgiving week, additional volunteers were needed 
to complete debris removal to curbside for hauling. More than 200 volunteers 
responded on Sunday, Nov. 24.

Plastic totes to store recovered personal items are also needed and may be 
delivered to the First Baptist Church in Brookport.  

Volunteers are required to register at the abandoned Veach Truck Stop at the 
intersection of U.S. 45 and Illinois 145. This is serving as a staging area for the re-
sponse.  You may also register your teams by calling Ryan at 618-771-0366.  Warm 
clothing, sturdy shoes, work gloves and masks are essential. Residential areas will 
be locked down for debris removal Tuesday after residents were allowed back in 
over the weekend to retrieve personal items.

Church services focus on hope, 
rebuilding and giving thanks
BY PAUL BLACK

The Sunday after the Nov. 17 tornado saw crowds flocking to 
churches to hear a message of hope. For tornado victims and 
persons who have been involved in the cleanup, it was just 
what they needed to hear.

At Washington Crossroads UMC, Rev. Tom Goodell led a ser-
vice that focused on the rebuilding, not the destruction, of the 
city, after receiving questions from the community about why 
God would send the tornado.

Goodell told parishioners he was searching for how to prepare 
his sermon, so he received advice from pastors from United 
Methodist churches in Joplin, Mo., and Moore, Okla., two cities 

devastated by tornadoes in the past 
three years. 

They told him it was important to 
share the message of hope.

"It's hard to find hope in the midst of 
suffering, but it's there," Goodell said. 
"Find it and cling to it."

Hope was a key message resonating 
throughout the church in the relief 
efforts the hours and days follow-
ing the tornado. Persons who lost 
everything have also turned into 
serving their neighbors as cleanup 
continues in Washington and the 
surrounding area.

In Gifford, where an EF3 tornado services of thanksgiving were 
evident at both St. Paul’s Lutheran Church where they were 

filled beyond capacity and where 50 gathered at the Gifford 
UMC.

"You know not one person died in Gifford from this storm," 
the Rev. Lisa Wiedman told a group of children who gathered 
around her for the service. "If you came through this town 
right after it happened, and even today, you could see walls 
blown out and a bed made like somebody just got out of it.

"But we have both of the houses of God standing. And both 
are able to have services today and both reach out to help," 
Wiedman added.

Later, in a prayer she said, "Heavenly Father, we are just 
overwhelmed by the blessing that you have laid upon this 
community and that so much devastation and so much loss, 
that no lives were lost. We can only thank you for that."

And in the Washington County community of New Minden, 
where an EF3 tornado severely damaged St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, residents gathered and braved the elements to at-
tend a worship service held in the basement of the church 
schoolhouse.

Pastor Tim Mueller alluded to the church’s damage by sharing 
an account how his son Jacob explained the disaster.  During 
his sermon later in the service, Mueller referred to eyewitness-
es who said the tornado veered at the last moment away from 
the village's center toward its north end, where the church is 
located.

"As my son Jacob said, 'Dad, God was looking down on those 
families in the main part of the village and He said, 'I'm not 
going to hit those homes. I'll take the hit in my house instead,'" 
Mueller said. "That's a reminder of how God works....He'll take 
the hit so you can go free."

TORNADOES  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Nearest City County/Counties Start Time 
(CST)

EF Scale 
(miles)

Path Length 
(miles) Fatalities Injuries

Pekin Peoria - Tazewell 10:52 EF-2 2.5 0 10

East Peoria - Washington - Minonk 
-   Dana - Long Point

Tazewell - Woodford - LaSalle - Livingston 10:59 EF-4 46.2 1 125

Litchfield Montgomery 11:30 EF-0 4.0 0 0

Breese Clinton 11:47 EF-1 0.4 0 0

New Minden Washington 12:04 EF-4 10.6 2 2

Hoyleton Washington 12:14 EF-1 4.9 0 0

Pana Christian 12:15 EF-1 2.5 0 0

St. Elmo - Altamont Fayette - Effingham 12:22 EF-2 11.5 0 0

Coal City - Wilmington Grundy - Will 12:22 EF-2 12.9 0 3

West Liberty Jasper 12:25 EF-1 3.5 0 0

Garrett Moultrie - Douglas 12:30 EF-1 9.3 0 0

Manhattan - Frankfort Will 12:42 EF-2 5.5 0 0

Villa Grove - Broadlands Douglas - Champaign 12:44 EF-3 18.0 0 0

Tuscola Douglas 12:45 EF-1 5.2 0 0

Gifford - East Lynn - Wellington Champaign - Vermilion - Iroquois 12:45 EF-3 29.7 0 6

Beecher Kankakee - Will 13:01 EF-1 0.8 0 0

Allerton - Westville Vermilion 13:03 EF-2 19.7 0 0

Opdyke Jefferson 13:05 EF-1 0.1 0 0

Sims - Fairfield Wayne 13:08 EF-2 10.0 0 0

Wellington Iroquois 13:19 EF-0 4.6 0 0

Albion (North tornado) Wayne - Edwards 13:29 EF-2 8.0 0 0

Albion (South tornado) Wayne - Edwards 13:30 EF-2 8.0 0 0

Bellmont - Allendale Wabash 13:44 EF-2 10.0 0 1

Brookport - New Liberty Massac - Pope 14:23 EF-3 11.0 * 3 unk

Totals 6 147

* Total track was 42 miles - 31 of which were in Kentucky counties. Total injuries in KY & IL = at least 13

Illinois Tornadoes - November 17, 2013
Total = 24

Tornado wind speed designations:
EF-0 = 65 to 85 mph  EF-3 = 136 to 165 mph
EF-1 = 86 to 110 mph  EF-4 = 166 to 200 mph
EF-2 = 111 to 135 mph EF-5 = more than 200 mph Source: National Weather Service




