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Last year, I mentioned a humorous narrative 
about disciple-making courtesy of Larry Hollon, 
former General Secretary of United Methodist 
Communications.  Hollon asked, “Why did Jesus 
choose fisher persons for his disciples?  

1. They go where the fish are…the fish they 
sought were not inside the religious institu-
tion in Jesus time.  

2. They don’t argue with the fish about the bait.  
They fish.  

3. They’re always glad to tell what they caught, 
even tell about the catch with enthusiasm.  
We have to tell of God’s love as revealed in 
Jesus Christ.”     

From the way United Methodists function, we 
have not developed a consensus regarding who is 
responsible for making disciples.  Depending on 
the church and pastor, each alleges that the other 
is responsible for disciple making.  By our Lord’s 
example, leaders and followers have shared respon-
sibility for disciple making. Hollon’s narrative was 
clear.   Disciple makers “go where the fish are and 
spend little arguing about the bait. They fish.” IGRC: 
make the mission of Christ’s church your first 
priority.   

What’s happening in our denominational 
conversation has revealed a focus that is functionally 
true but rarely acknowledged.  Have our open let-
ters, resolutions, seminars, blogs, magazines, news-
papers, emails, texts, Facebook and Twitter accounts 
suggested that “making disciples for Jesus Christ” 
should be set aside or reduced in importance until 
we can fix or address numerous problems bedeviling 
the church?  For example:

1. In Berlin, we (The Council of Bishops) asked 
Judicial Council if proposed legislation the 
2016 General Conference (GC) related to 
agency structure is unconstitutional.  If so, it 
would keep GC from wasting its time.  Here, 
structure is the dominant motif.     

2. The Connectional Table (CT) has drafted 
a proposal for General   Conference.  The 
alternative language would “remove the 
prohibitive language from the Book of Disci-
pline concerning homosexuality.”  According 
to United Methodist News, Bishop Ough 
opined that CT “hopes it will strengthen 
the unity of the   church…allow us to move 
forward together…so we can focus on our 
mission.”  Comparatively speaking, human 
sexuality has garnered more attention and 
concern than making disciples.

3. The Pew Research Center declares that 
the Christian share of the US population 
continues to decline.  The UMC is a part of 
that decline.  In the May 20, 2015 United 
Methodist News Digest entitled Economist: 
Church in crisis but hope remains, Econo-
mist Don House predicts that “the UMC has 
only 15 years to reverse its decline if it is to 
have a sustainable future.”  His prediction 
comes at a time when Methodism worldwide 
is growing.   Yet, the North American Church 
will no longer have adequate resources to 
sustain its connectional structures for an ever 
growing global church.   Membership decline 
is old news.  It shocks us no longer.

While structure, money or the lack thereof, 
membership decline and  struggles over human 
sexuality dominate the landscape and public speak, 
“Jesus calls us o’er the tumult saying Christian follow 
me; in the making of disciples through baptism, 
teaching obedience to God’s law and dependence on 
the spirit of the living God.”  What’s the point?  For 
me, The Great Commission remains a first prior-
ity.  “Seek first the fixing of our other problems and 
church growth will be added” remains antithetical to 
Jesus’ saying from the Sermon on the Mount.  You’ll 
find it in Matthew 6.  

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Bishop offers prayer during McKendree commencement
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton offered a prayer 
during the 175th Commencement at 
McKendree University on May 9.

Bishop Keaton’s prayer was as follows:

Dear Lord,

We raise our voices once again to say 
“thank you.”   Graduation Day is no longer 
a dream, a fantasy or hope deferred.  It’s a 
dream fulfilled.  Proverbs calls the dream 
“a tree of life.”  For family and friends who 
provided unrelenting support, we thank 
you.  For faculty and administration who 
expected high academic achievement 
and good citizenship, we thank you.  For 
life lessons learned inside and outside the 
classroom, we thank you.  For triumphs 
attained and troubles overcome resulting 
in value added, we thank you.  Likewise, 
Dr. Luke offers a praiseworthy testimony 
regarding the value of education in his 
gospel.  (Luke 2:52)  “And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature and in favor with God 
and humankind.”   

So we offer this charge to the 2015 
graduates.  Forge ahead.  Make this world 
a better place.  Face trouble and violence 
with faith, good will, love for God and 
neighbor.  Take care of yourself.  Make 
good choices.  Forgive others as you 
would like to be forgiven.  Remember from 
whence you’ve come.  Don’t ever, ever 
forget God.  As cap, gown and tassel signify 
your graduation this day; so may the rest 
of your life, light the path for all God’s 
children.  All these things and more we ask, 
in the name of Jesus.  Amen.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. 
Keaton appoints the following:

William Meachum to Green Valley, Illinois 
River District, effective July 1. 

Anita Munden to Centralia First-Irvington, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.

Gary Mosimann to Wanda, Mississippi River 
District, effective July 1.

Jill Bunker to Trinity Charge (Clay City-
Harmony-Bethel), Kaskaskia River District, 
effective July 1. This is also a change of status 
from ½ time to full-time.

Timothy Shaw to Cowden-Lakewood, 
Embarras River District, effective July 1.

Sandra Hire to Villa Grove, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1. This is also a charge 
realignment as Villa Grove becomes a single-
point charge.

Rena Whitcher to Assumption-Findlay-
Windsor, Sangamon River District, effective July 
1. This is a new charge alignment and Windsor 
will move to the Sangamon River District from 
the Embarras River District.

Jason Woolever to Washington Crossroads, 
Illinois River District, effective July 1.

David Estep to West Frankfort Greater Parish, 
Cache River District, effective July 1.

Megan Thompson to Mt. Vernon-Bondville, 
Iroquois River District, effective July 1. This is 
also a charge realignment as Mt. Vernon was 
previously yoked with the associate pastor’s 
position at Gibson City.

Robert “Bob” Manier to Tate’s Chapel-
Broughton, Cache River District, effective July 1.

Steve Utley to Cedar Grove-Pittsburg, Cache 
River District, effective July 1.

Kathryn Herring to Ashland-Peter 
Cartwright, LaMoine River District, effective 
July 1.

Charles Trent to Charleston Otterbein-
Oakland, Embarras River District, effective July 
1. This is a charge realignment.

Michael Wooton to Fairview Heights Christ 
(Associate), Mississippi River District, effective 
July 1. This is also a status change, moving from 
full-time local pastor to provisional elder at the 
2015 Annual Conference. 

David Paul Melvin to Shipman-Dorchester, 
Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Rusty Beals to Carthage, LaMoine River 
District, effective July 1.

Zoila Marty to Mt. Pulaski-Chestnut-Latham, 
Sangamon River District, effective July 1. This 
will also be a status change, moving from part-
time local pastor to provisional elder at the 

2015 Annual Conference.

Pablo Marty to Decatur Sharon, Sangamon 
River District, effective July 1. This will also be 
a status change, moving from part-time local 
pastor to provisional elder at the 2015 Annual 
Conference.

Gabriel Wanck to East Peoria First 
(Associate), Illinois River District, effective July 
1. This is also a status change, moving from full-
time local pastor to part-time local pastor.

David Elliott Rose to Granite City: Dewey 
Ave-Good Shepherd, Mississippi River District, 
effective July 1.

Kevin D. Kriesel to Benld, Mississippi River 
District, effective July 1.

Paul Yim Kul Lee to Farmington, Illinois 
River District, effective July 1.

Steve Anderson to Urbana First, Iroquois 
River District, effective July 1.

Rachel Stockle to Loda, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1.

Mark Canada to Fairview Center, Spoon River 
District, effective July 1.

M. Catherine Najmon to Hoopeston-
Wellington, Iroquis River District, effective July 
1.

April Turner to Anna First, Cache River 
District, effective July 1.

Change of status
Rebecca Gearhart to White Chapel-
Monterey, Illinois River District, effective July 1. 
This is a change from ½ time to ¾ time. 

Dan Arbogast, discontinuation of supply 
arrangement, effective June 30.

John Crede, discontinuation of appointment 
of retired pastor, effective June 30.

Carynne Paterson to Keyesport, Mississippi 
River District, effective March 21. Status change 
from supply to certified lay minister.

Supply not appointed
A.Faye Edmiaston to Chester, Mississippi 
River District, effective July 1. 

Lenny Summar to Camargo, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1. This is also a charge 
realignment as Camargo becomes a single-
point charge.

George Wayne Biby to Dahlgren-
Macedonia, Cache River District, effective July 1.

Chris Wise to Eldorado-Raleigh, Cache River 
District, effective July 1.

Valerie Jean Mezger Wengstrom to 
Aroma Park, Vermilion River District, effective 
July 1. This is a charge realignment as Aroma 
Park will now be a single-point charge. 

Deaths
Ada M. Bear (90), widow of the Rev. Leland 
Paul Bear, passed away on Friday, May 22, 
2015, in Springfield. 

She and her husband served local churches in 
the former Central Illinois Conference, retiring 
from Cullom in 1978. Rev. Leland Bear passed 
away in 2000.

A full obituary may be found at the follow-
ing website: http://www.pantagraph.
com/news/local/obituaries/ada-bear/
article_13c0b761-a79d-54d0-ae75-
097c32264edd.html

Messages for the family may be posted at the 
website of the funeral home: www.hurleyfh.
com

Helen M. Metzger (96), widow of the Rev. K. 
Belmont Metzger, died May 13 in Galesburg.

They were married after Rev. Metzger retired. 
Helen was very active in the First UMC of Galva 
and in the UMW.

A full obituary may be found at the website 
of the Stackhouse-Moore Funeral Home and 
messages for the family may be posted there: 
http://www.stackhousemoore.com/no-
tices/Helen-Metzger

Dennis Sparenberg (65), the former work 
camp director at Red Bird Mission died April 26. 
Sparenburg was a native of the Kankakee area.

His full obituary may be found at this website:

http://www.daily-journal.com/
people/obituaries/dennis-sparenberg/
article_1e7570c9-1ec5-566e-ae37-
39f437d78d65.html

First things first

MCKENDREE CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Events & Announcements
Candidacy Summits set for  June 
and August
A Candidacy Summit for persons wishing to 
become certified candidates for ministry will 
be held on two different dates during the 
summer months at Jensen Woods Camp.

Summits will be held June 5-6 from 4 p.m. to 
4 p.m. The summit will be repeated on Aug. 
7-8. The summit enables participants to wor-
ship together, have a chance to ask questions 
and learn about call, learn about the process 
of ordained ministry and meet with mentor 
groups.

Registration for the June 5-6 Summit can be 
found by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/candidacysummit-june2015 and regis-
tration for the Aug. 7-8 Summit can be found 
by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
candidacysummit-aug2015

Prerequisites (for more info see http://www.
igrctheboard.com/#!candidates-page/
c1tu1):

•  Read and discuss The Christian as Minister 

with their pastor, campus minister or 
other clergy

•  Write a letter to DS describing your call 
to ministry and requesting an appoint-
ment to discuss your call and complete 
required paperwork

For more information, contact Kathy Crozier at 
kcrozier@igrc.org, who serves the IGRC Board 
of Ministry as its vocational discernment 
coordinator.

FUMMWA hosts Pathways              
in Indianapolis
The Fellowship of United Methodists in 
Music and Worship Arts announces that early 
registration is now open for its 2015 bi-annual 
convocation, Pathways 2015 – A Gathering 
of Worship Artists, to be held in Indianapolis, 
Ind., July 20-23.  

For registration and more information see 
www.UMFellowship.org/Pathways2015 or 
contact the Fellowship office at 1-800-952-
8977.

Keynote speakers for the event include Rev. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber, noted Denver Lutheran 
pastor and New York Times best-selling author; 
Mark Miller, associate professor of music at 
Drew University; Perkins School of Theology 
professors Dr. Michael Hawn and Dr. John 
Holbert;  Dr. Constance Cherry, professor at In-
diana Wesleyan University and Michael Keller, 
director of the Indianapolis Circle City Ringers.  

Additional classes and sessions will include 
choral conducting, organ improvisation, 
dance, praise band techniques, handbells, 
drama, visual arts, staff relationships and 
many other offerings.  The convocation will 
be headquartered at the Indianapolis Marriott 
East Hotel with worship services at Broad-
way, North and St. Luke’s United Methodist 
churches in Indianapolis.

COS Extension School dates        
for 2015-2016
Dates have been announced for the 2015-
2016 Course of Study Extension School for 
part-time local pastors.

Dates are as follows:
Aug-Sept. 2015 session --              
Aug. 21-22 and Sept. 18-19
Deadline: June 20
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/COS_Aug2015 (underscore between 
COS and Aug2015)

Oct.-Nov. 2015 session --             
Oct. 9-10 and Nov. 6-7
Deadline: Aug. 10
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/COS_Oct2015 (underscore between COS 
and Oct2015)

Feb.-March 2016 session --            
Feb. 5-6 and March 4-5, 2016
Deadline: Dec. 10
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/COS_Feb2016 (underscore between COS 
and Feb2016)

April-May 2016 session -- April 8-9 and May 6-7, 
2016
Deadline: Feb. 10, 2016
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/COS_April2016 (underscore between 
COS and April2016)

College of Christian Life Aug. 
10-12
EAST PEORIA -- Registration is open for the 
2015 College of Christian Life, Aug. 10-12, 
at the Embassy Suites in East Peoria.

This year's theme is The Kingdom of God is 
Now, and will be led by Dr. James Fleming.

There is a price break registrations prior to 
July 20.

Register and download a brochure by 
visiting: www.igrc.org/ccl2015

Iowa hosts 5-Day Academy
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa -- The Iowa Con-
ference will host a Five-Day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation Oct. 4-9, at the 
American Martyrs Retreat Center in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa.

The academy's theme is Pursuing Humor.

Guest speakers are Daniel Wolpert, author 
of the "Life with God" series and Illinois 
native Sister Kathleen Flood, a member of 
the Order of Preachers.

Both will share their experiences and 
practices in Spiritual direction and devel-
opment while focusing on the caring love 
and light 'hearted side' of our God.

For more information or to request a 
brochure, contact David Hobbs, LDM for 
Camps and Christian Formation at (515) 
974-9813 or by email at: david.hobbs@
iaumc.org

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published monthly by the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference of The UMC,  5900 South Second Street, Springfield, 
IL  62711

An individual subscription is $15 per year.  The opinions expressed in 
viewpoints are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Current, The IGRC, or The UMC.

Communications Team leader:  Paul E. Black;     
Team members:  Kim Halusan and Michele Willson 

Send materials to:  

P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207  
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org, website www.igrc.org
Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL, and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to 
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207

Internship opportunities 
during school year    

Three internships to be served during the 2015-16 academic year are being of-
fered through the IGRC Intern Program.

Host church/ministry applicants as well as student applicants are invited to ap-
ply before June 19.

Details and links to the application forms can be found at: www.igrc.org/in-
terns.

Because most interns are college students, host church/ministry applicants 
would most likely need to be located near a college, university or community col-
lege. Internships would be ¼ time or 10 hours over approximately 34 weeks.

For more information, contact Beth Fender at bfender@igrc.org or by calling 
217-529-2611.

Pastors moving need to report 
changes to Healthcare exchanges, 
impacts premium tax credit

Pastors who purchased insurance on the healthcare.gov Marketplace (Ex-
changes) and are moving should report changes to the Marketplace. This is 
particularly true if the pastor is receiving a “Premium Tax Credit” (subsidy) from 
the government which helps him or her pay the cost of health insurance. Salary 
changes will affect the amount of the Premium Tax Credit.

In some circumstances, you are also permitted to sign up for a new plan due to 
a change of residence. You have up to 60 days after the event to change your plan.

For more information on reporting changes, please see these websites:
•  http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Individuals-and-Families/Report-

Changes-in-Circumstances-to-the-Marketplace-that-could-Affect-Your-
2015-Premium-Tax-Credit

•  https://www.healthcare.gov/how-do-i-report-life-changes-to-the-market-
place/

Or you can call the Marketplace Call Center at 1-800-318-2596. Or call your 
insurance company.

MCKENDREE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

The Class of 2015 included 
McKendree’s first three graduates to 
receive a Doctor of Education (EdD) 
degree in Curriculum Design and 
Instruction. The university conferred 
over 700 degrees at all campuses in 
2015—three doctorates, 13 education 
specialists, 153 master’s, 530 
bachelor’s and 16 associate degrees—
on graduates who completed their 
degree requirements in December 
2014, and in May and July 2015. 

One-hundred-fifty-five graduated 
with honors: 24 summa cum laude, 73 
magna cum laude and 58 cum laude. 
The new graduates hail from 20 states 
and three countries.

Photos by Susan J. Meister, Lebanon Advertiser
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Wesley’s lessons on evangelism and hospitality
BY ROGER ROSS

Springfield First UMC

Love makes you do crazy things. 
When my wife and I were dating, we 

decided to celebrate her December birthday 
at a fancy restaurant. On her big day, tem-

peratures dropped to -10 degrees Fahrenheit, before wind 
chill. That might not have been so bad if we weren’t living 
90 miles apart. 

We wavered back and forth on the phone, until I said, 
“Honey, it’s your birthday. I want to be with you. “I jumped 
in the car, drove an hour and half to see her, dined in at 
a sparsely populated restaurant, and drove an hour and a 
half back. While at dinner, we both said, “This is crazy on a 
night like tonight!” But it didn’t matter. We were in love.

Love is a motivating force. It gets us out of ourselves and 
thinking in ways we have never considered. Some time ago, 
God came up with a crazy, never-been-tried idea to be with 
people who are hurting, alone, and adrift in life. Jesus de-
scribes it this way: “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish 
but will have eternal life” (John 3:16 CEB). Implement-
ing this idea was costly beyond measure, but going to the 
people who had turned away was, the only way to connect 
with them. It’s what love does.

A young John Wesley was captured by this kind of love. 
The church of his day in 18th century England was lifeless 
and irrelevant to its culture. When the love of Jesus Christ 
warmed Wesley’s heart, he found he couldn’t keep it to him-
self. He felt compelled to reach the masses of people who 
would never darken the door of a church.

This compulsion led to an inner conflict. As 
a priest of the Church of England, Wesley was 

convinced the gospel could only be 
proclaimed behind the stained-glass 
bounds of a church building. But 
hardly anyone attended church ser-
vices in those days. It didn’t connect 
with the real lives of everyday people.  
After a long struggle, Wesley took the 
advice of his friend George Whitfield 
and began preaching out of doors. On 
April 2, 1739, at age 36, he wrote in 
his journal:

At four in the afternoon I submit-
ted to ‘be more vile’; and proclaimed in the highways the 
glad tidings of salvation, speaking from a little eminence 
in a ground adjoining to the city, to about three thousand 
people.

That was the tipping point of the 18th century revival. 
If Wesley had waited for those 3,000 people to come to 
church, he would have died standing at the altar. Instead of 
making them come to him, Wesley went to them.

Are you willing to “be more vile”? Who are the people 
you know who could die before they ever darken the door 
of the church? How will the forgiving love and leadership of 
Jesus Christ be extended to them?

Jesus’ final charge to his disciples was to “go and make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19 CEB). To follow 
Jesus is to go to the “nations,” the people groups in your 
neighborhood, school, community, and beyond that don’t 
know him yet. It’s to take the initiative. What might it look 
like to be more vile these days?

A guy in our church likes hanging out at Panera. He’ll 
walk in, get some coffee, opens his Bible at a table, and put 
up a card that says, “I’m available to pray, talk or listen.”

A new church in Iowa was all fired up about reach-

ing their community. They didn’t 
want to take people out of exist-
ing churches, so they bound shot 
glasses and distributed them to all 
the bars in town. Each glass read: 
“Cross Point United Methodist 
Church. Give us a shot.” That got 
them in trouble with a few church 
people. (Makes you wonder how 
they knew.)

Craig Groeschel, senior pastor 
of LifeChurch.tv, one of the largest 

and most missionally creative churches in the United States, 
brainstormed with his team about the best advertising spots 
to attract non-churched people. They came up with a risky 
idea: place their church advertisement on a high-traffic 
porn website.

Are you willing to be more vile?
Times have changed in America. In the 1950’s and 

1960’s, it was expected that people would go to church. 
Those of us in church back then didn’t have to do anything. 
We simply published the service times, opened the doors, 
and welcomed people in. The world came to us.

But the world is not coming on its own anymore. Our 
time is now more like Wesley’s day. We must go to them. 
We must creatively think of ways to meet them on their turf 
and their terms. Edgy, new approaches may seem crazy, 
even vile, from where we stand waiting. But when someone 
is far from God, it’s what love does.

(Dr. Roger Ross is directing pastor of Springfield First UMC. 
Reprinted with permission from the May-July 2015 issue of 
The Circuit Rider, published by United Methodist Publishing 
House)

Time for some systematic homework
BY JIM BARNETT

In the spring of 1979, I found myself 
seeking to determine which United 
Methodist seminary I would attend. I 
based my decision on two factors. The 
first factor was that I had just recently 
purchased a motorcycle which would 

be my sole source of transportation. This narrowed my 
consideration to Candler in Georgia, Perkins in Texas, 
or Claremont in California. The second factor was that 
I wanted to attend a graduate school which had an 
“academic” approach to a theological education. What I 
mean by that is that I did not want to go to a seminary 
which sought to “produce an end product”. I had heard 
that Perkins did not really care what you believed when 
you graduated from seminary. The only thing that mat-
tered to them was that your beliefs were consistent, that 
you did not contradict yourself. I chose Perkins.

In preparing a presentation for the United Methodist 
Men here in Pinckneyville regarding potential outcomes 
of the 2016 General Conference surrounding the current 
debate on the future of the UMC, I came to the realiza-
tion that perhaps before the General Conference takes 
any action on the future of the Church, that we might 
be well served to get back to the basics of systematic 
theology. In other words, our current Discipline reflects 
thinking which is at the very least inconsistent if not 
downright contradictory.

The Discipline of The United Methodist Church is not 
a static document. Our current tug of war is not centered 
on the wording of The Discipline as it appeared in 1968. 
Rather, our struggle centers on how the wording in The 
Discipline has evolved from 1968 through 2012. Over 
this time period, interested parties have work gradu-
ally to expand their influence on the matter of human 
sexuality and the Church’s stance on such matters. In-
terestingly enough, what may have appeared in the past 
to be some sort of head on conflict has in fact been two 
factions gaining ground from their perspective within 
the context of The Discipline without actually bringing 
things to a head. This has left us with a polity which is 
inconsistent and contradictory.

For instance:
•  In the preface to the Social Principles, we find 

that “The Social Principles, while not to be 
considered church law, are a prayerful and 
thoughtful effort on the part of the General 
Conference to speak to the human issues in the 
contemporary world from a sound biblical and 
theological foundation as historically demon-
strated in United Methodist traditions.” (Social 
Principles, Preface, pg. 103, 2012 BOD). Even so, 
based upon the understanding that we do “not 
condone the practice of homosexuality” (Para. 
161, F), we have enacted church law which 
dictates that it is a chargeable offense if a pastor 
is “a self-avowed practicing homosexual.” (Para. 
2702 (b)).

•  We state that “we recognize science as a legiti-
mate interpretation of God’s natural world,” 
that we are called to “reexamine our ethical 
convictions as our understanding of the natural 
world increases. We find that as science expands 
human understanding of the natural world, our 
understanding of the mysteries of God’s creation 
and word are enhanced.” (Para. 160, F) Even so, 
we are asked by some to not just “acknowledge 
the primacy of scripture” (Pg. 82, 2012 BOD) 
but to discount science altogether when it comes 
to discussions regarding everything from human 
sexuality to the creation and age of our universe.

•  We are encouraged to “affirm that sexuality is 
God’s good gift to all persons”, to “love one an-
other as Christ has loved and accepted us”, and 
are implored to “not to reject or condemn les-
bian and gay members and friends” (Para. 161, 
F), but at the same time we prohibit the ordina-
tion of a pastor who is a “self-avowed practicing” 
homosexual. (Para. 304.3)

•  We “support laws in civil society that define 
marriage as the union of one man and one 
woman.” (Para. 161, B) Having invited “civil 
society” into the debate and further affirming 
that “Certain basic human rights and civil liber-

ties are due all persons … regardless of sexual 
orientation” (Para.162, J) we hold to the stricture 
that clergy are prohibited from “conducting 
ceremonies which celebrate homosexual unions; 
or preforming same-sex wedding ceremonies.” 
(Para. 2702, (b)).

 I believe that we find ourselves at a point in 
time where we as a denomination must do some 
systematic homework – must remove the inconsis-
tencies and contradictions in our Discipline. I believe 
that the time has come for us to spend the time 
between General Conference 2016 and General Con-
ference 2020 cleaning up our unclear thinking. Only 
after we do so can we really accurately know who we 
are. Until we know who we are, no wise decision can 
be made about our future as a denomination.
 Let us spend the next few years coming to a 
sense of ourselves. As a side bar, I would also suggest 
that as we have given the Central Conferences lati-
tude in adapting their mission to their context (Para. 
543, especially 12 and 14 therein) that the Central 
Conferences allow the five Jurisdictions in the United 
States similar latitude in adapting our mission and 
understanding of faith to our context. At the end of 
that time period, if who we really are is unacceptable 
and untenable for some among us then I suggest that 
we bless them as they depart to form a new denomi-
nation. Let us send them, whether they hail from the 
Left or from the Right, with our blessing but not our 
assets. Our history clearly demonstrates that when 
some among us feel unduly burdened or restrained 
by the practice or polity of our denomination that 
they were free do chart new courses, unhindered by 
our practice or polity and unencumbered by our as-
sets.
 Let us first come to one mind as to who we re-
ally are. 
 Let us clean up our inconsistencies and contra-
dictions. Perhaps then we might be able to wisely and 
humbly proceed to the future that God holds for all of us.

(Rev. Jim Barnett is pastor of the Pinckneyville UMC 
in the Cache River District)

Christian CONVERSATIONS

“To reach people that 
no one is reaching 
you have to do things 
that no one is doing.” 

– Craig Groeschel, LifeChurch.tv

JUNE 2015

4 



Firefighters from four local departments, which included, Salina, 
Herscher, Limestone and South Wilmington are recognized by the 
Bonfield area United Methodist Churches.

First Responders 
recognized at 
Appreciation Service

BONFIELD – Fifteen firefighters from four local depart-
ments joined the Bonfield Evangelical, First and Grand Prairie 
United Methodist congregations for a special appreciation 
service April 26. More than 10 retired volunteers were also 
in attendance and were recognized for their service to the 
families and businesses of the area. The 25 former and active 
first responders share a combined total of more than 200 years 
of service to the local community.

The parish Nurture, Outreach and Witness Committee 
planned the day and utilized the Bonfield Grade School to 
accommodate the large crowd. The service was highlighted by 
special vocal performances, video presentation and a blessing 
of consecration on the guests.

Pastor Mel Nielsen led the service and preached on the 
parallel between Jesus’ call to go first in love with the local 
volunteers call to simply answer the call and go in the face of 
an emergency. When a first responder receives a call for help, 
they do not first ask questions like, “What color is your skin, 
what political party do you vote for or which church do you 
attend,” they simply go. It was mentioned that several firefight-
ers had been called out of worship services two of the four 
preceding weeks, including Easter Sunday, to answer a call. 
The message was focused on how the “first” in first responders 
is not necessarily being the first on the scene, but rather being 
called by God to go first in love. Pastor Nielsen reminded all 
in attendance that we can learn much from firefighters in how 
their response to God is to simply go, first.

Jesus has called all of us to go and serve without first ask-
ing questions, simply allowing our love for God and his people 
to take us where we need to go. The congregation was also 
reminded how blessed they are to have help only a phone call 
away. We would never want to reach out for that help only to 
discover nobody is there to answer. Pastor Nielsen reminded 
the firefighters and all those in attendance how wonderful it is 
to have God only a call, prayer or thought away and how we 
should never take for granted the blessings we all receive from 
our creator.

Local Church NEWSthe curren 

BY FATHER GEORGE MAUCK 
AND REV. KEITH A. MICHAELS 

CARLYLE -- On July 2, the Matthew 25 Ecumenical 
Food Pantry will be moving from Carlyle First 
UMC to St. Mary Catholic Church in Carlyle in an 
effort to continue is mission that no one in Clinton 
County will go hungry.

Matthew 25 started in the 1960's when Carlyle 
resident Velma Leith saw a need in Carlyle and 
began distributing food to the hungry, as stated 
in Matthew 25.  She began this small distribution 
on her back porch, mainly helping those within 
the Methodist church and some others who 
needed food.

It did not take very long before her back porch 
was not able to sustain the amount of need.  
Velma then approached Carlyle First UMC to move 
its location to the church.  In the 1990's Matthew 
25 became a subsidized food pantry, partnering 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture program.  
It was also during this time that Matthew 25 
became an ecumenical food pantry.  

In 1998, with the U.S.D.A. subsidy program 800 
cans of food was given to 35 families.  In 2009, an 
average of 110 families per month were served, 
and now in 2015 an average of 230 families 
are served monthly.  This ecumenical ministry 
continues to grow, as the need in Clinton County 
continues to grow due to unemployment, 
cutbacks in the state, etc.  

The need in Clinton County is great and continues 
to grow, and has outgrown First UMC. In the 

first months of 2014, David Huene, director of 
Matthew 25, began searching for a larger location 
for Matthew 25.  He did not want Matthew 25 
to close,  nor did anyone else in Matthew 25, 
especially since it is an ecumenical ministry, it 
needed to continue ministering to the hungry.

Over the next few months, St. Mary Catholic 
Church began to explore the possibility of 
housing the ecumenical Matthew 25 food bank.  
After many discussions, meetings and researches, 
it was decided by St. Mary Catholic Church to 
house the Matthew 25 Ecumenical Food Pantry at 
its location.  The move from the United Methodist 
Church to St. Mary will begin on July 2 and 
continue through July 6. The first distribution from 
St. Mary will be on July 8.  Ken Voegeli will take 
over the direction of Matthew 25 from the current 
director David Huene.  However, Huene said that 
he will continue to work in Matthew 25, along 
with all the other current volunteers.

Refrigerator, freezers, wooden shed and all 
the food items will then be housed at St. 
Mary’s.  Father George Mauck and the St. Mary 
parishoners council will be converting a former 
faith formation classroom to house the food 
pantry.  Work has already begun to move the 
ministry to it new location.

In fact a lot of work has already been completed 
at St. Mary church in order to move this ministry 
to its location.  

In all, 18 churches participate in this ecumenical 
ministry: Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Ferrin; 
Carlyle First Assembly of God; Keyesport UMC; 
Shattuc UMC; Carlyle First Baptist Church;  Carlyle 
Holy Garden of Prayer; Carlyle Christian Church; 
Huey/Beckemeyer UMC’s; Carlyle Messiah 
Lutheran Church; Carlyle St. Mary Catholic Church; 
Hoffman Trinity Lutheran Church;  Carlyle Church 
of God; Carlyle First UMC; Carlyle Immanuel 
United Church of Christ; Carlyle Second Baptist 
Church; St. Teresa Church in Marydale; Carlyle Way 
of Life Church and St. Felicita’s Church in Beaver 
Prairie.

Two other distributions per month that will also 
continue along with the weekly are the "Mobile 
Market" that will be held at Carlyle First UMC 
the third week of every month.  Also once a year 
the "Food Fair" will also be held at the United 
Methodist Church, the date to be decided.

(The Rev. Keith A. Michaels is pastor of Carlyle First 
UMC, Mississippi River District)

Matthew 25 
Ecumenical 

Food Pantry relocates 
to continue its mission

Photos courtesy of Carlyle First UMC 

A distribution day at the food pantry.  From left, Ken Voegeli and David Huene. 
Voegeli will be taking over as director following the move to St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church and Huene is the current director.

Photos courtesy of Terry Meyer 
During the “Kid’s Message” Pastor Mel allowed children to ask questions 
of the first responders. The kids presented each guest with a gift of 
M&Ms for “Much and Many” thanks and a roll of Lifesavers, as their way 
of saying thank you.
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Local Church NEWS

BY LENORE SOBOTA

Bloomington Pantagraph 

BLOOMINGTON — Barb Brown of Bloomington 
knows what it's like to be disabled and not able to expe-
rience the outdoors as you would like.

Now she has helped organize a program called Heal-
ing Rides that will enable the elderly and people with 
disabilities to feel the wind in their faces while cruis-
ing along Constitution Trail as passengers on a special 
wheelchair bike.

She got the idea from a similar program in Nantuck-
et, Mass., where one of her sisters lives.

“I rode one and it was such a fabulous feeling,” said 
Brown, a cancer survivor who used cycling to regain her 
strength.

“This is how I want to give back for surviving,” 
Brown said. “Biking is what got me back on my feet and 
that brought this all together.”

Rides won't start until May 30, but people can start 
signing up now by calling Wesley United Methodist 
Church, which has taken on the project as part of its 
service ministry, at 309-827-8046.

“Barb had the vision,” said the Rev. Vaughn Hoff-
man. “We know Barb and her process of recovery.”

The pastor said the church saw the project as a way 
of “nurturing a connection to the outdoors” and also “a 
niche of care we didn't see anybody else doing.”

On a recent warm, sunny afternoon, she took her fa-
ther, Lee Short, on a practice ride from the storage area 
on Empire Street north to Camelback Bridge and back.

“It's great,” Short said after the ride, calling it “quite 
a treat.”

The 94-year-old, who served on the McLean County 
Board for 18 years, lives at Westminster Village and 
hopes to get others living there to come out for rides, 
too.

The program uses special bikes called Duets that are 
manufactured in Holland and distributed in Pennsylva-
nia.

Imagine a wheelchair where the front wheel of a 
bicycle would be. The wheelchair is tilted back slightly 
so only the two large wheels are on the ground when 

the bike is moving. The chair can be detached for easier 
maneuverability when helping the passenger into or out 
of it.

The rest looks, more or less, like a regular bicycle, 
except it has a battery assist to help get the bike moving 
and up hills.

Its safety systems include a seatbelt and chest har-
ness for the passenger, drum brakes on the front and 
coaster brakes on the back and covers over the front 
wheels to prevent fingers or hands from being caught or 
injured.

The bikes aren't cheap at $10,000 each. But the first 
thing Brown needed, before raising money for a bike, 
was a place for storage along Constitution Trail.

“It really amazing how this came together,” Brown 
said. “In my heart, it really is God-led. … Doors just 
flew open.”

Erik Prenzler donated a storage spot in a building he 
owns at 716 E. Empire St., right on the trail, with park-
ing available.

A monthlong fundraising effort in March brought in 
$10,010 — including $1,000 from the McLean County 
Wheelers cycling club. Bloomington Cycle and Fitness 
donated helmets for the pedalers and their passengers.

When she went to Pennsylvania in early April to 
pick up the bike that had been ordered, Brown said, 
“I almost fainted” when she found out an anonymous 
donor had provided an additional $10,000 for a second 
bike.

More than 20 volunteers signed up and eight have 
taken or are about to take their tests to be certified.

Their training includes spending 10 hours riding the 
bike on Constitution Trail with a passenger and with 
another cyclist accompanying them on a regular bike.

“I wanted to help out," said volunteer Donnie Pence 
of Bloomington. "I think it's a good idea to provide op-
portunities to get outside for disabled persons.”

Brown said research has shown that getting outside 
for recreational activities can help combat depression 
among people in long-term care facilities.

(Reprinted from the May 12 issue with permission of The 
Pantagraph, Bloomington, Ill., www.pantagraph.com)

New ministry 
of Bloomington 
 Wesley 
 to provide 
  rides for 
  the disabled

Photos by Lenora Sobota, The Pantagraph

(FROM TOP TO BOTTOM) Barb Brown of Bloomington takes her father, Lee Short, 
for a ride on Constitution Trail with a Duet wheelchair bike. They are heading 
north on the trail from the bike's Healing Rides storage area at 716 E. Empire St., 
Bloomington.

An electronic display on the wheelchair bicycle indicates the battery level, how 
much assistance the motor is giving the rider, speed and distance traveled.

Barb Brown prepares to put a bicycle helmet on her father, Lee Short, before 
taking him for a ride. The wheelchair portion can be detached from the bicycle 
to make if more maneuverable when a passenger is getting on or off.
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2015 Illinois Great Rivers
Annual Conference Session Agenda
Presiding Bishop: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

“+” Indicates the Item is an Order of the Day 
"Healing the Circle"

2 CORINTHIANS 7:10

DAILY AGENDA
Wednesday,  June 10, 2015
10:30 - 11:00am Worship Rehearsal
 Exhibit Halls B & C Closed

11:00 - 7:00 pm Registration
 Terrazzo Lobby

*Please note the new times and important business 
of the Clergy and Laity Sessions!* 

1:00 - 5:00 pm + Clergy Session
 Grand Ballroom, 4th Floor
 General and Jurisdictional 
 Conference Delegate  
 Elections

1:00 - 5:00 pm + Laity Session
 Session, Exhibit Halls B & C
 General and Jurisdictional 
 Conference Delegate  
 Elections

5:00 - 6:30 pm Grab & Go Box Dinner
 Pick up in Hall D 

5:30 - 6:30 pm Secretarial and Hospitality
 Training Dinner Rm 135

7:00 - 8:30 pm Opening Worship 
 Service & Holy 
 Communion
 Preaching: Bishop Jonathan D.  
  Keaton
 Sermon: "Gifted Saints"
	 Celebrants:	 Rev.	Janice	Griffith,
  Executive Assistant to the  
 Offering: Making Dreams Possible

8:30 - 8:45 pm Transition Time

8:45 - 9:30 pm Call to Order, Roll Call, 
 & Organizational Motions

 "The Journey of 10x10"
 Presentation, Peggy Hisey

 Associate Coordinator,
 Congregation Development

  Kathy Bouchard, 
  Educational Opportunities

  Presentation of General
  & Jurisdictional Delegates

ANNUAL CONFERENCE Daily Agenda & Remindersthe curren 
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Pre-Conference  2015
  CoverageCONFERENCE Preacher

 Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
Opening Worship Preacher – Wed. evening
Ordination Preacher – Fri. evening

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton was as-
signed to serve as episcopal leader 
of the Illinois Area of the United 
Methodist Church Sept. 1, 2012.   
From 2004-2012, he served as the 
resident bishop of the Michigan 
Area, which includes the Detroit and 

West Michigan Conferences.  Prior to Michigan he 
served as the resident bishop of the Ohio East Area 
for eight years.

Bishop Keaton was elected to the Episcopacy in 
1996 after serving for six years as the district su-
perintendent of the Aurora District in the Northern 
Illinois Annual Conference.  Prior to that, he was 
an Associate Council Director in Northern Illinois 
for eight years responsible for church and society, 
ethnic minority local churches and spiritual forma-
tion. Bishop Keaton also served two local churches: 
Broadway UMC in Rockford, Ill. and St. Luke UMC 
in Chicago, Ill. Bishop Keaton was elected to three 
General Conference delegations with the Northern 
Illinois Conference and was the head of the delega-
tion in 1996.

An active servant on the general church level, 
Bishop Keaton served as a member of the General 
Council on Ministries from 1988-1996. He served as 
a member of the General Board of Higher Educa-
tion and Ministry from 2009-2012. His past involve-
ment with General Agencies include the General 
Board of Global Ministry from 1996-2004, and The 
United Methodist Development Fund from 1996-
2004, where he served as president.  Bishop Keaton 
chaired the denominational initiative, Strengthen-
ing the Black Church for the 21st Century (SBC-21) 
from 1996-2008.  His service on SBC-21 ended in 
2012.  Bishop Keaton is serving as a member of the 
OCUIR Steering Committee and Council of Bishop’s 
Leadership Team on Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Relations

Bishop Keaton graduated with a Master's of Divinity 
Studies from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary where he later received a Doctorate in Sacred 
Theology in the areas of Homiletics and Sociology 
of Religion.  Awarded the Distinguished Alumni 
Award from Garrett in 2001, he was also a teaching 
assistant at Garrett in communications, ethics and 
society, church and the Black experience. 

Originally from Fort Smith, Ark., Bishop Keaton 
received his Bachelors of Science in Biology degree 
from Philander Smith College and was awarded the 
Outstanding Service Award. Philander Smith is one 
of the 11 colleges and universities supported by The 
United Methodist Church's Black College Fund.

Bishop Keaton has co-authored two books, The 
Confessions of Three Ebony Bishops with Bishop Edsel 
A. Ammons and Bishop Ernest S. Lyght and Our 
Father, Where Are the Fathers? with Bishop Ernest S. 
Lyght. He also contributed to, God Delivers Me - a 
Model from Strengthening the Black Church for the 
21st Century.  Bishop Keaton has traveled the world 
extensively in support of missions and is a frequent 
presenter at The United Methodist Women Schools 
of Christian Mission/Mission U across the United 
States.

SPECIAL Guest
 Bishop William B. Lewis (retired)
Presiding officer, Laity Session

Bishop Bill Lewis was a member of 
the former Southern Illinois Annual 
Conference for 35 years before his 
election to the episcopacy in 1988. 
He was born in Pinckneyville and 
raised in Carterville where he mar-
ried his high school friend, Janet 

Dean. Her father was principal of the high school 
and Bill's dad was a coal miner and steel worker.  
Janet, who also received bachelor's and master's 
degrees at SIUC and SIUE, taught elementary school 
for several years.  They have three children and six 
grand-children (one great-grandson), all living in 
Edwardsville.

Bill served several small rural churches in Union 
and Jackson County while attending Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale where he received 
his A.B. Degree in 1953. After attending Perkins 
School of Theology and Vanderbilt Divinity School 
for two quarters each, he completed his M.Div, at 
Drew Theological Seminary in 1956.  While attend-
ing seminary he served churches in Texas and New 
Jersey.

Following a year of graduate study at Drew, Lewis 
returned to the Southern Illinois Conference and 
was appointed to the Vienna Methodist Church.  
During the next two years he continued his gradu-
ate studies at Vanderbilt University and completed 
his Ph.D. there in 1963. During these years at Vienna 
a Larger Parish was developed under his direction 
that encompassed a two-county area and included 
26 churches.

Following pastorates at Murphysboro and Edwards-
ville of six and 11 years respectively,

Lewis served a term as Superintendent of the Car-
bondale District.  In 1986 he was appointed pastor 
of Belleville Union UMC, from which he was elected 
to the episcopacy by the North Central Jurisdiction-
al Conference and assigned to the Dakotas Area.

At his retirement in 1996, Lewis shared some of the 
primary goals of his life, one of which was to live 
to be an old man and enjoy his grandchildren.  He 
and Janet moved back to Edwardsville where they 
continue to work together on this endeavor.

Order of Deacons luncheon
 Order of Deacons luncheon

A luncheon for the Order of Deacons will be 
Wednesday, June 10, at Peoria First UMC.

The luncheon gets underway at 11 a.m. with the 
meal being served at 11:30 a.m. Dismissal will be in 
sufficient time to get to the clergy or laity session at 
the Civic Center.

All ordained and commissioned deacons, plus 
candidates, those discerning a possible call to the 
life and ministry of a deacon, and friends/family of 
deacons are invited. 

Registration for this lunch is separate from the 
Annual Conference registration and is available at 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/DeaconsLunchAC2015. 
Cost is $8 and the menu will include sandwiches and 
fruit. The registration form includes a place to indi-
cate special dietary needs.

He
alin

g the Circle

Godly sorrow brings repentance
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Daily Agenda & Reminders

DAILY AGENDA
Thursday,  June 11, 2015

8:30 - 9:30am Call to Order

 Courtesies/Announcements

 Morning Manna - 
 Rev. Nicole Cox

 Board of Ordained 
 Ministry Report

 Initial Presentation of 
 Conference Budget

 Initial Presentation of
 Camping Proposal

9:30 - 10:30 am + Guest Speaker:
 Rev. Fred Neeake Shaw

10:30 - 10:45 am BREAK

10:45 - 12:00 pm Service of Recognition
 of Retirees

 Preaching: Rev. Mark 
 Myers, “Plant Till You're 
 Planted,” Mathew 13:1-3

12:00 - 1:30 pm RECESS

1:30 - 3:15 pm Worshipful Work Prayer  

 Board of Pensions & 
	 Health	Benefits

 Preacher's Aid Society & 
	 Benefit	Fund

 Laity Address - Ken Miller

 Cabinet Address - 
 Rev. Sylvester Weatherall

 Africa University Report

3:15 - 3:30 pm BREAK

3:30 - 4:45 pm Reports & Resolutions

4:45 - 5:00 pm Transition Time

5:00 - 6:30 pm Memorial Service (Hall D   
 closed during Memorial   
 Service)

 Preaching: Rev. In-Sook   
 Hwang, “Living Memorial 
 Stones” Joshua 4:1-7 & 
 1 Peter 2:4-6

6:30 pm RECESS

 Conference Dinner 
 in Grand Ballroom
 (Doors open following 
 Memorial Service - Dinner 
 will be served at 6:45pm)

7:15 - 8:00 pm Program: “Celebration of
 Our Native American   
 Heritage” Storyteller - 
 Rev. Fred Neeake Shaw

PLATFORM Speakers
 Rev. Nicole Cox
Morning Manna Preacher

Rev. Nicole Cox is the associate 
pastor of Springfield First UMC. 
Ordained an elder in 2010, Cox 
was Associate Pastor of Alton Main 
Street UMC for seven years prior to 
her appointment as Associate Pas-
tor to Springfield First UMC.

Rev. Fred Shaw
Thursday morning speaker
Storyteller, All-Conference Dinner

Rev. Fred Shaw, also known as 
Neeake, is of Shawnee descent and 
is a keeper of stories and traditions 
as a Truth Teller (Olammmapise). 
He has presented programs for 
public and private schools, univer-
sities, graduate schools, museums, 

churches and synagogues, conservation groups, 
zoos, the Internal Revenue Service, state depart-
ments of natural resources and other national and 
international venues. He was one of 10 American 
Indian storytellers to share stories at the first-ever 
national American Indian storytelling festival at 
Corn Island. He has been a featured teller at the 
Eiteljorg Museum of the American Indian, the Mu-
seum of Western Expansion in the St. Louis Arch, 
Cahokia mounds, museums of the Ohio Historical 
Society, and many other national venues.

Shaw is a summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of Ohio University with a M.Div. through 
the Methodist Theological School in Delaware, 
Ohio. He served West Ohio Conference churches 
from 1969 to his retirement in 2010. He led many 
United Methodist backpacking camps in the Rocky 
Mountains and the Grand Canyon in addition to 
serving for 10 years as a national trainer of camp 
leaders.  He co-chairs the North Central Jurisdic-
tion’s Committee on Native American Ministries, 
which works with the spiritual and physical needs 

of American Indian people in the area. He is execu-
tive director for the national American Indian Local 
Pastors’ Course of Study accredited by the Meth-
odist Theological School, Delaware, Ohio.

He is a published author in the fields of history, 
animal conservation, photography and Bibli-
cal studies. Shaw contributed to The Storyteller’s 
Companion to the Bible, The Book of Revelation, and 
he contributed to On This Spirit Walk, edited by Na-
tive American Comprehensive Plan Director Anita 
Phillips.

 Rev. Mark Myers
Service of Recognition of Retirees Preacher

Rev. Mark Myers, pastor of Jer-
seyville UMC, will be completing 
39 years of ministry when he retires 
June 30. 

Myers became a probationary 
member in 1976 and was elected 

into full membership in 1979. He served as associ-
ate pastor at Olney First UMC from 1978 to 1980 
and then returned 11 years later, as the church’s 
senior pastor. He also served appointments in 
Irvington-Richview, Trenton-New Baden, Green-
ville, Macomb Wesley and Jerseryville.

Rev. In-Sook Hwang
Memorial Service Preacher

Rev. In-Sook Hwang is pastor of 
Carbondale Grace UMC. An elder in 
full connection since 1993, Hwang 
has served several churches in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
including Carbondale Korean, 
Elkville, Vergennes Wesley, Country-

side UMC and Pana. She has also served as Associ-
ate Director of Congregational Development and 
Connectional Ministries and six years as Iroquois 
River District Superintendent prior to her appoint-
ment to Carbondale Grace in 2014. Her husband, 
Rev. Bong-Choul Hwang, is a retired IGRC clergy 
member.

NATIVE AMERICAN REGALIA  
during Annual Conference
During our 2015 IGRC Annual Conference session, we will celebrate the Native 
Americans among us at our Thursday evening banquet and will engage in an 
Act of Repentance for how American Indians have been treated and continue 
to be treated on Friday morning. 

If you are Native American, own Native American regalia, and would like to 
wear it during either or both of these events, please feel free and encouraged 
to do so.

Act of Repentance for how American Indians have been treated and continue 
to be treated on Friday morning. 

If you are Native American, own Native American regalia, and would like to If you are Native American, own Native American regalia, and would like to If you are Native American, own Native American regalia, and would like to 
wear it during either or both of these events, please feel free and encouraged 
to do so.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Daily Agenda & Remindersthe curren 
SPECIAL MEAL  Speakers
 Dr. Virginia Lee

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary dinner – 
Wed. evening

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary will host a din-
ner on Wednesday, June 10, at Peoria First UMC.  Ticket 
holders are invited to a time of appetizers and fellowship 
beginning at 5 p.m. with dinner served at 6 p.m.  

Dr. Virginia Lee, associate professor of Christian education and director 
of deacon studies, will speak on Cries of Children: Churches Responding 
as she discusses the needs of children in the U.S. and, specifically, Il-
linois and suggests some ways that churches might be advocates for all 
God's children.  The cost is $20.  Current Garrett-Evangelical Students 
and prospective students may call (309-533-5433) or email (scott@
hudsonumc.org) Rev. Scott Carnes for free tickets.

 Rev. Mike Crawford
IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development

Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members 
– Thurs. noon

Crawford is the IGRC coordinator of congregational 
development. The cost has been reduced this year with 
funds from the Co-Chairs of the Orders and Fellowship 

in an attempt to get more LPs and AMs to attend. Currently this is the 
only meeting of the Fellowship during the year.

 Rev. Dan Lybarger
Chair, IGRC Committee on Native American Minis-
tries

Ethnic Local Minority Concerns, Religion and Race 
and Hispanic Ministries – Fri. noon

Lybarger is a retired IGRC clergy member currently 
serving as pastor of Knoxville UMC in the Illinois River 

District.

 Dr. Thomas Tumblin
Chair, IGRC Committee on Native American Minis-
tries

Ethnic Local Minority Concerns, Religion and Race 
and Hispanic Ministries – Fri. noon

Dr. Thomas Tumblin served 10 years in ministry at 
Ginghamsburg UMC (Tipp City, Ohio) before joining the 

Asbury Theological Seminary faculty in 1999 as Associate Professor of 
Pastoral Leadership and Associate Director of the Doctor of Ministry 
Program. In 2003 he moved to half-time as Professor while serving as 
District Superintendent of the Findlay and Northwest Plans Districts 
of the West Ohio Conference. Dr. Tumblin returned full time to Asbury 
Theological Seminary in 2008. He serves widely as a consultant to local 
congregations and as a leader in the academy.

 Rev. Dr. Ted Mitchell
Order of St. Luke Luncheon
Friday noon

Rev. Dr. Ted Mitchell, pastor of Tuscola UMC, will be the 
featured speaker for the Order of St. Luke Friday at noon.

Mitchell will be speaking on Modern Monasticism.

 Rev. Gary Billiot
United Methodist Women dinner – 
Friday evening

The United Methodist Women will host Rev. Gary Billiot, 
pastor of Dayspring Native American Fellowship UMC 
in East Peoria, who will be bringing a Native American 
flautist and drummers with him for the program.

 Kim Schultze
COSROW luncheon – Sat. noon

Schultze is of Eastern Band Cherokee descent.  She is a 
traditional jingle dancer and an avid advocate for Native 
American youth, cultural preservation, and is involved in 
many social justice issues.  As a member of The United 
Methodist Church she has held many leadership posi-
tions on Native American boards and committees.  She 

has served on the National United Methodist Native American Center 
Board, the Commission on Religion and Race, and the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference Committee on Native American Ministries.    

SPECIAL MEALS  at Annual Conference
The following meals will be provided for persons who purchased tickets prior to Annual 
Conference.  Meal tickets will need to be presented. Deadline for ordering ticket was May 
19. However, check with the Annual Conference office upon arrival to see if there are still 
tickets available for your particular meal. Onsite ticket sales are based upon availability.

  Wednesday Lunch
•  Order of Deacons lunch – at Peoria First (11 a.m. gathering; 11:30 a.m. lunch)

  Wednesday Dinner
Grab N Go Boxes – include fresh fruit, chips, cookie, bottled water. All Box Dinners to be 
picked up in Hall D (5 to 6:30 p.m.)

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary – 5-6 p.m. Fellowship & Appetizers; 6 p.m. 
Dinner (at Peoria First UMC)

 Thursday Lunch
Roast beef with tomato & cucumber salad, peas & carrots, mashed potatoes, thick sliced 
Hawaiian bread with garlic, chocolate cake, iced water & tea

•  IGRC Committee on Disability Concerns Room 202
•  Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members Room 404
•  Preachers’ Aid Society Retired Ministers and Spouses Room 220-222
•  John Wesley Fellowship of Illinois Room 405-406
•  Liberian Reunion Room 403
•  Illinois Wesleyan University Room 211
•  Thursday Lunch Buffet – Beef lasagna with Caesar salad, green beans,                         

garlic bread, brownies, iced water and tea  Hall D

 Thursday All-Conference Dinner
Native American Celebration – 6:30-8 p.m., Grand Ballroom, 4th Floor 

Adult meal – Sliced turkey with edamame, corn, red pepper and quinoa salad, acorn 
squash, corn bread dressing, carrot cake, iced water, tea and coffee

Vegetarian alternative – Portabella stack

Children’s meal – Turkey burger sliders with bbq sauce, carrot and celery sticks                
with ranch, corn on the cob portions, mac & cheese, carrot cake

 Friday Breakfast 
Vegetable egg casserole with Canadian bacon, home fries, fresh fruit cup, English muffins, 
coffee, hot tea, orange juice and iced water

•  Camping and Retreat Ministries Room 200
•  Drew University Theological School Room 201
•  Reconciling United Ministries of Illinois Room 135
•  Duke Divinity School Alumni Room 202
•  Aldersgate Federal Credit Union Room 210

 Friday Lunch 
Thick cut meatloaf with summer salad, Minnesota wild rice, roasted brussel sprouts, rolls, 
chocolate mousse, iced water & tea

•  Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministries/Young Adult (at Peoria First)
•  Golden Cross Room 403
•  Ethnic Local Minority Concerns/Conference Commission                                     

on Religion & Race/Hispanic Ministries Room 402
•  Clergy Couples Room 211
•  Order of St. Luke Room 200
•  ILCAAAP Room 201
•  Asbury Seminary Alumni and Friends Room 404
•  Extension Ministries Room 210
•  United Methodist Foundation Room 405-406
•  St. Paul School of Theology Room 202
•  IGRC Historical Society Room 203
•  Friday Lunch Buffet -- Ham steak with pineapple glaze, tossed salad, baked sweet 

potatoes, roasted vegetable medley, rolls, strawberry poke cake, iced water & tea Hall D

 Friday Dinner 
Herb and apple chicken with cottage cheese and tomato slices, green beans almandine, au 
gratin potatoes, rolls, blueberry crumble, iced water, tea and coffee

•  Social Justice Dinner Room 407
•  Volunteers in Mission Room 404
•  United Methodist Women Room 405-406
•  Good News Room 408
•  McKendree University Room 401

 Saturday Breakfast
The United Methodist Men's Breakfast is at Peoria Bethel UMC at 6:30 a.m.                                 
The breakfast is provided for a freewill offering. 

 Saturday Lunch
Chicken salad sandwiches on croissant, turkey and dill Havarti sandwiches on pretzel buns 
and veggie wraps with Mediterranean pasta salad, house made chips, apple streusel cake, 
iced water, tea & coffee

•  IGRC Commission on Status and Role of Women Room 135
JUNE 2015
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Daily Agenda & Reminders

DAILY AGENDA 
Friday,  June 12, 2015

8:30 - 9:30am Call to Order

 Courtesies/Announcements

 Morning Manna - 
 Rev. Ethan Carnes

 United Methodist Foundation

Board of Trustees Report

 Recognition of Churches  
 Completing Their Mission

 Reports & Resolutions

9:30 - 10:30 am + Guest Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Thom White       
Wolf Fassett

10:30 - 10:45 am BREAK

10:45 - 12:00 pm Act of Repentance 

12:00 - 1:30 pm RECESS

1:30 - 3:15 pm Worshipful Work Prayer  

UMCOR Presentation -   
Francesco Paganini
Executive Secretary for  
International Disaster      
Response

Director of Connectional  
Ministries Address
Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Logsdon

Celebration of    
Congregational   
Development Initiatives

3:15 - 3:30 pm BREAK

3:30 - 5:00 pm General Council on         
Finance & Administration  
Report

Reports & Resolutions

5:00 - 7:00 pm RECESS

5:00 - 6:00 pm Ordination Rehearsal -         
 Hall B & C closed

7:00 pm Worship: Ordination, 
 Commissioning & Holy   
 Communion

 Preaching:  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
  “We Have This Treasure,” 
  II Corinthians 4: 7- 15
	 Celebrants:		Rev.	Janice	Griffith,	
  Executive Assistant to the  
  Bishop; Rev. Thom Fassett
 Offering:  Bishop’s Trip for Ordinands -  
  Richard and Rose Straeter
  Receiving Line in Hall D

JUNE 2015
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Pre-Conference  2015
  Coverage

He
alin

g the Circle

Godly sorrow brings repentance

2 CORINTHIANS 7:10

PLATFORM Speakers
 Rev. Ethan Carnes
Morning Manna Preacher

Rev. Ethan Carnes is pastor of the 
Benld UMC in the Mississippi River 
District. Carnes is being commis-
sioned as a probationary elder at 
the 2015 Annual Conference after 
completing his seminary education at 

Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis in May.

Carnes has been appointed by Bishop Keaton and the 
Cabinet to Glasford UMC in the Illinois River District, 
effective July 1. 

 Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett
Friday Morning Speaker

As emeritus General Secretary of the 
international public policy organiza-
tion of The United Methodist Church, 
The General Board of Church and Soci-
ety, Thom White Wolf Fassett brings a 
rich and varied background of experi-
ence as he works in the field of faith, 

politics and issues of justice.

Receiving advanced degrees from Colgate Roches-
ter Divinity School and The American University, Dr. 
Fassett’s experience includes teaching high school 
English; local pastorates in United Methodist con-
gregations; founding Minister of Urban Mission 
in Rochester, N.Y.; Urban Affairs Officer for United 
States Operations, the Xerox Corporation, in which 
he developed national strategy plans for corporate 
social responsibility; Special Assistant to the United 
States Senate and House of Representatives conduct-
ing investigations into Federal/Indian policy with the 
American Indian Policy Review Commission; execu-
tive for programming of the General Board of Church 
and Society; Superintendent of The United Methodist 
Church in Alaska, District Superintendent in Central 
New York, and General Secretary of The General 
Board of Church and Society with headquarters on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., and United Nations 
offices in New York City.

In these positions or along with them, Fassett has 
worked extensively in radio and television hosting 
three radio programs and co-hosting a daily televi-
sion series that ran for six years during the NBC "To-
day" program. He has also been extensively involved 
in civic organizations including service as Executive 
Chairperson of the Indian Manpower Planning Con-
sortium sponsored by the Seneca Nation of Indians. 

Fassett has written and published extensively 
authoring Giving Our Hearts Away: Native American 
Survival, co-authoring four other books with over 
200 articles appearing in periodicals and scholarly 
publications. He has also served as adjunct faculty 
member of Colgate Rochester Divinity School, Bexley 
Hall Seminary and Crosier Theological School and has 
received numerous honors and appears in various 
international biographical publications. His most 
recent appointments include serving as a found-
ing board member of the Institute for the Study of 
Harassment of African Americans in Washington, D.C.; 
Advisory Council, Americans for Humanitarian Trade 
with Cuba, and advisor to the President’s Commis-
sion on Race.  He is also a life member of the NAACP 
as well as a life member of the National Congress of 
American Indians.

An internationally recognized champion of human 
and civil rights and an outspoken defender of Native 
and indigenous rights, Fassett has traveled through-
out the world to assist those whose voices need to 
be heard--to Zimbabwe and Mozambique as part of 
a team investigating human rights; to Guatemala as a 
leader of the International Justice Forum; to Copen-
hagen, Denmark as delegate to the United Nations 

Summit on Social Development, and to other nations 
around the world as well as countless American cities 
to speak and write for justice and reconciliation. 

Dr. Fassett is well known for his activities in conflict 
resolution/management and mediation and has 
participated in White House negotiations resulting 
in the peaceful “invasion” of Haiti by the U.S.; trav-
eled to Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland 
on a peace mission with the President of the United 
States; negotiated Cuban principles of religious free-
dom face to face with Fidel Castro, and played the de-
termining role in breaking the impasse between the 
United States and Cuba in the case of Elian Gonzalez.

 Francesco Paganini
UMCOR Presentation

Francesco Paganini is the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief’s 
Executive Secretary for Interna-
tional Disaster Response. He provides 
disaster-response program support to 
UMCOR partners, technical guidance, 

and support for disaster risk reduction programs. 

“Working in International Disaster Response gives 
you fresh perspective on how people manage in 
very challenging situations,” says Paganini. “Over the 
years, I’ve increasing come to believe that, ultimately, 
resilience is found in empowering local entities to 
prepare for, mitigate, and respond to emergencies 
in their home communities. UMCOR is one of those 
agencies that walk and work directly with impacted 
peoples. The first voice we listen to is that of the 
people who know their needs best, the local commu-
nity,” he continues. 

Paganini’s experience ranges over a dozen coun-
tries and dozens of disasters. From post-conflict in 
northern Uganda, where he began his career, to Haiti 
immediately following the 2010 earthquake, Paganini 
has worked in some of the most challenging environ-
ments. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Political Sci-
ence and Journalism from the University of Arizona; 
a master’s in Public Administration from George 
Washington University, and a masters in science in 
Natural Resource Economics from the University of 
Alaska in Fairbanks.

NEW BOGO LUNCHEON 
Offered at Annual Conference 
The Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry 
invite youth, college students, young adults & anyone 
interested in making a difference to our first Annual 
Conference BOGO Lunch – Buy One, Give One.  

Join us at Peoria First UMC for a pizza buffet and a 
packaging project that will go to benefit people in 
the local community.  We’ll enjoy a meal together and 
share in conversation about our campus ministries, 
then package rice to help feed others in need. 

The rice will be given to local food pantries to be 
distributed throughout the Peoria area.  Cost is $10 
per person, and will cover the pizza & the packaging 
ingredients – Buy One, Give One!  The luncheon will 
be held Friday, June 12, from noon to 2 p.m.  

You may register for the meal through the annual 
conference website, or directly with Sherry Smeds-
hammer at srsmedshammer@gmail.com by Monday, 
June 1. 

Youth groups are encouraged to join us for this 
special event to learn about what’s happening in our 
Wesley Foundations and at our UM colleges, and to 
experience first-hand how we can fight hunger in our 
communities.
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DAILY AGENDA 
Saturday,  June 13, 2015

8:30 - 10:30am Call to Order

 Courtesies/Announcements

 Morning Manna - 
 Rev. Leann Noland

 Children of the 
 Annual Conference

 Black College Fund - 
 Lina H. McCord Internship,  
 Debra Denzell

 Offering: Tom Brown Scholarship 
  for Wiley College

 Reports and Resolutions

10:30 - 10:45 am BREAK

10:45 - 12:00 pm Reports and Resolutions

 Annual Conference      
 Budget Approval

 Nominations Report 
 for Approval

 Service of Appointments  
 & Recognition of 
 Superintendents

 Thank You

 Closing Words – 
 Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

12:00 pm Adjournment

Act of Repentance Time Walk
Wado (Cherokee), Miigwech (Ojibwe), Pilamaya (Sioux) Thank You!
We are honored to have you visit the Act of Repentance Time Walk. As you walk through 
the displays, you are invited to take your time to read the captions and to ask questions to 
persons present at the displays. You will experience displays depicting the history of Native 
Americans in Illinois. You will also experience displays depicting the forced removals of 
the Potawatomi and the Cherokee. There are other displays dealing with the healing of the 
land and the Spirit. After you have taken the short journey through the displays you are 
invited to stop at the Medicine/Prayer Wheel and mediate and/or pray.
1. Cahokia Mounds State Museum display depicts the rich and complex culture of the 
Mississippian people. It is the site of what was once the greatest civilization between the 
deserts of Mexico and the North American Arctic. It is one of only eight cultural World 
Heritage sites in the United States.
2. Dickson Mounds State Museum display showcases one of the major on-site 
archaeological museums in the United States. It offers a unique opportunity to explore the 
world of the American Indian in an awe inspiring journey through 12,000 years of human 
experience in the Illinois River Valley.
3. Black Hawk State Historic Site display has photos of the dioramas at the museum 
with life-size figures that depict activities of the Sauk and Meskwaki people typical of the 
period 1750 to 1830. It shows how the people there lived before they were forced to leave 
their beloved town of Saukenak following the so-called Black Hawk War.
4. The Trail of Tears display panels tell the story of the forced removal of the Cherokee 
on the Trail of Tears that crossed the southern part of Illinois entering the state at about 
Golconda, IL and crossing into Missouri at Cape Girardeau.
5. The Trail of Death display tells the story of the forced removal of the Potawatomi 
from Northwest Indiana. You are invited to visit with Shirley Willard and George Godfrey, 
authors of books about the Potawatomi removals. The 1838 removal entered Illinois 
at Danville and crossed into Missouri at Quincy. Prior removals (1835, 1836 and 1837) 
traveled in a diagonal direction from the Chicago area to Quincy and into Missouri.

The next displays have to do with the Healing of the 
Land and The Healing of The Spirit.
6. Emiquon Preserve and National Wildlife Refuge is one of the largest wetland 
reclamation projects in the Western Hemisphere. The Conference Committee On Native 
American Ministries for a number of years participated in pipe ceremonies for the healing 
of the land at Emiquon. Since the water has returned along with it has come species of 
birds and water fowl not seen in Illinois for many years.
7. 4 Directions Healing Foundation is a Native American charitable and educational 
(501c3) organization made up primarily of people with diverse American Indian 
backgrounds. It is based in Central Illinois with directors in different states. The 4 
Directions Healing Foundation has done Native American cultural programs in Central 
Illinois and in other locations serving as a vital and authentic source of Native American 
culture to the public.  
8. Native American Fellowship offers folks with a Native American heritage a home 
away from the tribe. The fellowship meets on a monthly basis in Gifford, IL and provides 
opportunities for learning from one another in a Christ centered environment. The 
fellowship participates as well in volunteer in mission projects around the country.
9. Dayspring United Methodist Church and Native American Fellowship. The 
Dayspring UMC has its roots in the Native American Fellowship that was started some 
25 plus years ago.  Dayspring became a mission congregation in the IGRC in 2005. The 
Dayspring church is located in East Peoria, IL on 43 acres of beautiful wooded land. It 
is the only chartered Native American Church of any denomination in Illinois.  The first 
appointed pastor was Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin.  Succeeding pastors have been Rev. Dan 
Lybarger and Rev. Gary Billiot.  
You are invited to stop at the prayer wheel for meditation and prayer. 
Thank you again for honoring us with your journey through the Act of Repentance Time 
Walk. We hope you found the experience both informative and inspirational.
Itancan kin kici niunpi ni (Sioux) “May The Lord Be With You!”

See more exhibit display information on page 14
JUNE 2015
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PLATFORM Speakers
 Rev. Leanne Noland
Morning Manna Preacher

Rev. Leanne Noland is the associate 
pastor of Effingham Centenary UMC 
in the Embarras River District. Com-
missioned as a probationary elder in 
2013, Noland will be ordained at the 
2015 Annual Conference and has 

been appointed by Bishop Keaton and the Cabinet 
to the Clinton UMC in the Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.

 Deborah Denzel
Lina H. McCord Black College Fund Ambassador

Deborah Denzel is from Bridgeport, 
Conn. And is a graduate of Bennett 
College in Greensboro, N.C. 

She is a Masters of Social Work stu-
dent at the University of Michigan 
where she focuses on Social Policy 

and Evaluation for Children, Youth and Families. She 
aspires to create positive change for the Foster Care 
System through policy, evaluation and advocacy. 
She serves on the executive board for Students of 
Color of Rackham (SCOR) because she has a pas-
sion for working with persons from oppressed and 
marginalized groups. 

The Circle has healing 
power. In the Circle, we are all 

equal. When in the Circle, no one is 
in front of you. No one is behind you. 

No one is above you. No one is below you. 
The Sacred Circle is designed to create unity. 
The Hoop of Life is also a circle. On this hoop 
there is a place for every species, every 
race, every tree and every plant. It is this 
completeness of Life that must be 

respected in order to bring about 
health on this planet.    

- ogalala sioux



ANNUAL CONFERENCE Legislative Items

Camping resolution, General Conference petitions among  
the legislation to be considered at Annual Conference

JUNE 2015

12 

BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – A resolution seeking the retirement of 
three conference-owned camps along with four 
counter-proposals and four petitions to General 
Conference are among the 37 legislative items that 
will considered by the 2015 Annual Conference ses-
sion.

Combined with the voting for lay and clergy del-
egates to General and Jurisdictional Conference and 
seven reports, the agenda is quite full for the three 
days the Annual Conference will be in session. 

In an effort to address the time necessary to elect 
delegates, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton announced 
that elections will take place in simultaneous voting 
in the clergy and lay sessions, beginning at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday. The goal is to have the entire General 
Conference delegation (five clergy and five laity); the 
Jurisdictional delegation (an additional five clergy 
and five laity along with the General Conference del-
egates) and the three lay and three clergy alternates 
elected before the Opening Worship at 7 p.m. In all, 
38 clergy and 17 laity have express interest in being 
elected to those 13 lay and clergy positions. Retired 
Bishop William B. Lewis will be presiding over the 
laity balloting while Keaton will handle the clergy 
elections.

A special second section to this issue of The Cur-
rent is provided for conferees during this election 
process.

Camping Resolution and counter-proposals

The Conference Commission on Camping and 
Retreat Ministries (LI 125) is proposing the reduction 
and sale of three conference-owned camp sites and 
reallocation of those funds for the purpose of major 
maintenance, redesign and modernization of the 
remaining two sites.

Those campsites which would be retired include 
Jensen Woods located near Timewell; Living Springs 
near Lewistown and Epworth Camp in Louisville. 
The remaining two sites at East Bay Camp on Lake 
Bloomington and Little Grassy Camp near Makanda 
would remain in operation, absorbing the head-
count of campers from the three retired sites.

Beulah Camp, which is owned by its own Board of 
Trustees and the Conference is a user group with a 
fixed camper cost, is not affected by the proposal.

The proposal came out of a two-year process 
with the consulting firm Kaleidoscope, Inc., which 
analyzed site usage, operational costs, conditions 
of current facilities and the cost  of upgrading the 
facilities due to deferred maintenance. The conclu-
sion was that the conference had too many facilities 
for too few campers and that two facilities could 
accommodate present camping headcount as well 
as future growth if attendance would reverse course 
and grow by 3 percent annually for 10 years. The 
cost of immediate maintenance of all camp-owned 
sites was placed at $12 million – roughly the size of 
the annual conference budget. (A list of Frequently 
Asked Questions about the process and factors lead-
ing to the proposal can be found in LI 125A).

The Conference Council on Finance and Administra-
tion, the IGRC Connectional Table, the IGRC Cabinet 
support the proposal.

Four counter-proposals have also been offered for 
various parts of the Camping Resolution:

•  Legislative Item 206, offered by the Epworth 
Camp Site Support Team, seeks to delay retire-
ment, sale and reallocation of camp properties 
for two years so that site support teams can de-
velop action plans. Should this legislation pass, 
it would deem the remaining counter-proposals 
moot because the conference would maintain 
ownership of the three camp properties. 

•  Legislative Item 203, offered by retired pastor 
Sidney Crowcroft, seeks to have the assets of 
Jensen Woods Camp turned over to an organiza-
tion called Jensen Camp Foundation. Support-
ers of this resolution, in subsequent mailings to 
members of the annual conference, have indi-
cated that the conference would remain owners 
of the campsite but that the Foundation would 
manage its operation. However, none of this is 
spelled out in the resolution before the Annual 
Conference session. Should this resolution pass, 
Legislative Items 204 and 205 would be moot 
because it not only addresses the issue of the 
campsite but its management.

•  Legislative Item 204, offered by Melba Funk, a 
lay member from Beverly UMC, seeks to post-
pone the sale of Jensen Woods Camp and calls 
for a committee appointed by the Bishop to be 
empaneled for dealing with management under 
a not-for-profit organization with the committee 
reporting back to the 2016 Annual Conference.

•  Legislative Item 205, offered by Merle Kenady, 
lay member from Mt. Sterling UMC, seeks a one-
year delay for the purpose of forming a 501c3 
organization be formed, modeled after the man-
agement model at Beulah Camp. The resolution 
does not elaborate on details. Beulah Camp is 
unique in that churches and individuals own 
their cabins and lease ground on the campsite. 
All five Conference-owned campsites do not 
have private ownership as part of their model.

General Conference petitions

Four petitions which would change The Book of 
Discipline or The Book of Resolutions have been filed 
for consideration by the Annual Conference session. 
Any petition approved will be forwarded to the 2016 
General Conference.

•  Legislative Item 128, Eradicating Modern Day 
Slavery. Sponsored by the IGRC Board of Church 
and Society, this petition would replace the 
language currently found in Resolution 6021, 
entitled Church Supports Global Efforts to End 
Slavery and 6023 – Abolition of Sex Trafficking.

•  Legislative Item 201 petitions General Confer-
ence to remove the performance of officiating 
same-sex weddings as a chargeable offense in 
paragraph 2702.1 of The Book of Discipline

•  Legislative Item 202 seeks to have the desig-
nation “respectful and painless life” for meat 
animals, fish and fowl to paragraph 161.I.C of 
the Social Principles.

•  Legislative Item 210 (Supplemental Packet) 
seeks to petition General Conference to change 
its petitioning requirements. Presently, any 
United Methodist member, clergy or agency 
may submit petitions to General Conference. 
This petition adds the requirement that lay peti-
tions have the support of a local church council, 
clergy petitions have at least 15 clergy support-

ing the change and that agencies have the sup-
port of its governing board. 

Standing rules

Standing rules are those policies which the an-
nual conference has adopted for itself as the rules, 
requirements and expectations of how the annual 
conference will operate. Standing rules cannot stand 
in conflict with The Book of Discipline and require a 
two-thirds vote in order to amend them. The 2015 
session will consider six amendments:

•  Legislative Item 107 – seeks to eliminate redun-
dancy and revise record-keeping procedures 
that can be accomplished more efficiently 
with today’s technology. Policy and procedure 
statements are currently referred to the annual 
conference session. This provision gives the 
standing rules committee discretion on whether 
such referral is necessary. The legislation still re-
quires that the policy and procedure statement 
be included in the Journal-Yearbook the year it 
is presented and added to the index of policies 
that appear every year with the location of all 
policies and procedures.

•  Legislative Item 108 – seeks to align conference 
policy with General Conference rules which re-
quires standing rules to originate or be reviewed 
by the Standing Rules Committee and must be 
submitted by Feb. 15 each year.

•  Legislative Item 109 – seeks to provide clarity 
in the definition of membership in the annual 
conference and the equalization formula used 
to provide parity between the number of clergy 
and lay members to annual conference.

•  Legislative Item 110 – updates language in the 
standing rules to align with the discontinuance 
of clergy health benefits passed by the annual 
conference in 2014.

•  Legislative Item 111 – requires local churches to 
pay for internet service in the clergy residence 
as well as the designated office. 

•  Legislative Item 112 – clarifies that the proceeds 
from the sale of retired camp property are 
retained by annual conference for the purchase, 
repair and/or development of camping and 
retreat ministry properties. The change would 
set camp property apart from other conference-
owned property such as district parsonages.

Conference budget and reports

•  The proposed 2016 Conference budget (LI 104) 
is a flat one, proposing a $73 cut in a $12.3 mil-
lion budget. A detailed narrative of each line 
item is provided along with the numbers in LI 
104-A and their policies and procedures (LI 105) 
will also be before the body for approval.

•  The Conference Board of Pensions (LI 106) 
include the pension rates for full-time, ¾ time 
and ½ pastors, showing only slight increases for 
2016. The board is also recommending a 2 per-
cent increase for the pre-1982 years of service, 
increasing from $717 to $732 per service year 
in 2016. The pre-1982 pension plan is funded at 
104 percent, so no additional contributions are 
needed from the Conference budget. Additional 
information is provided in LI 106-A.

•  The Conference Trustees will be bringing resolu-
tions and a moment of remembrance will be 
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Stay connected during Annual Conference
IGRC Communications will be working to 
keep you connected during the 2015 Annual 
Conference.

Downloadable App: In cooperation with 
Doxieworks, Inc., an app for Apple and An-
droid devices is available at the respective App 
Stores under the name IGRC United Methodist 
Church. You can use the QR Codes found else-
where on this page. The legislation section will 
be updated daily with vote totals and provide 
up-to-date changes in the schedule or room 
assignments.

The Daily Current: IGRC Communications 
will be producing a daily enewsletter dur-
ing Annual Conference. Subscribers to The 
Current Week in Review will already receive 
the publication each morning. Others may 
subscribe by visiting: www.igrc.org/e-news

Web Streaming: In cooperation with OCV 
Live, the Annual Conference will be streamed 
live beginning with Opening Worship at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. The Clergy and Laity Sessions 
Wednesday afternoon and the All-Conference 
Dinner and program on Thursday evening will 
not be aired. Visit www.igrc.org/ac2015live for 
the link to the webstream.

Hashtag for Facebook and Twitter:  The An-
nual Conference Facebook group will be used 
during the Annual Conference (visit: www.
facebook.com/groups/IGRC2014/). This page 
is different from the IGRC Group Page. The 
official hashtag for Twitter is: #2015IGRC. 

The Current: On the Monday following 
adjournment, IGRC Communications will 
go into production of the July issue of The 
Current, which will provide a wrapup of An-
nual Conference which may assist clergy and 
lay members in making their reports to their 
congregations. Look for delivery around June 
19-20.
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held for 10 congregations that have completed 
their mission in the past year:  Cahokia Park UMC 
(LI 116); Cubbage Chapel UMC (LI 117); Edwards 
UMC (LI 118); Elizabethtown UMC (LI 119); Elm 
Grove UMC (LI 120); Fairview UMC near Bridge-
port (LI 121); Fortney UMC (LI 122); Hopewell UMC 
near Mt. Vernon (LI 123); Kingston UMC (LI 124); 
and Kane UMC (LI 129 – Supplemental Packet).

•  The Committee on Equitable Compensation 
(LI 113) is recommending a minimum salary of 
$40,404 for clergy in full connection, associate 
members and provisional elders and $37,076 for 
full-time local pastors. Both recommendations 
are in addition to the $12,000 health insurance al-
lowance and represent a 3 percent salary increase 
over 2015 levels 

Other business

•  The Committee on Nominations is offering a pro-
cess whereby ad interim vacancies on conference 
boards and committees would be filled by the 
Committee on Nominations with the approval of 
the Connectional Table (LI 114).

•  The Commission on Communications is bringing 
an updated policy regarding clergy email ac-
counts (LI 115), which repeals action taken by the 
2008 session that created IGRC email accounts for 
all clergy.

•  Legislative Item 126 is an updated covenant with 
Evenglow Lodge.

•  The Conference Committee on Church and Soci-
ety is seeking reaffirmation of the Healthy Fami-
lies, Healthy Planet initiative (LI 127).

•  There are resolutions calling for “giving thanks for 

those things with which we have been entrusted, 
from the grain we sow to the animals we raise 
and butcher, treating all these gifts with respect-
ful awe…” (LI208); and another on Caterpillar, 
Israel in Palestine, which calls for an invitation be 
extended to the CEO of Caterpillar to speak to the 
2016 Annual Conference and encourage confer-
ence clergy and laity “engage in study and prayer 
about the relationships between Christians, Jews, 
Muslims and other religions in the Middle East, 
and especially that relationship between Israelis 
and Palestinians” (LI 209).

•  The Safe Sanctuaries Task Force is offering a Abuse 
Prevention Policy (LI 130 – Supplemental Packet) 
for ministries working with children and vulner-
able. The policy also seeks annual publication in 
the Conference Journal-Yearbook as well as on the 
IGRC website.
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Find out your work style at the PCC table
Pastoral Care and Counseling will be at Annual 

Conference and wants to see you! Our Coordinator, 
Shauna Summers, will be spending a lot of time at the 
display table this year and is looking forward to talking 
with you. 

Be sure to find out more about your work style 
at the Pastoral Care and Counseling display. Are you 
more adventurous and impulsive? Loyal, dependable, 
and punctual? Caring, intuitive, and empathetic? Or 
do you like to analyze, investigate, and explore? Come 
discover your work style and how it impacts your work 
and the work of those around you! Can you predict the 
work styles of those you know and work with? 

Did you know that clergy and their families (active 

or retired) can call our Clergy Assistance Program 
(C.A.P.) for financial counseling, diet or exercise 
consultation, help with identity theft, legal consultation 
(divorce, estate planning, power of attorney, etc.) el-
dercare services as well as counseling services? Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference is interested in supporting 
you and Pastoral Care and Counseling wants to pro-
mote and support the spiritual and emotional health of 
IGRC clergy and their families. A representative from 
our C.A.P. provider (Chestnut Global Partners) will be 
available to answer your questions during the confer-
ence. Watch the IGRC Events bulletin for specifics as 
we get closer!

Church Organ Network, Piano Network display
Church Organ Network and Piano Network has 

installed an Allen Digital (sampled Pipe Organ Sound) 
Church Organ and a Yamaha Concert Grand Piano for 
the worship services at the 2015 Annual Conference.

During the conference, Church Organ Network 
and a Piano Network will showcase a display of vari-
ous models of Yamaha Pianos, Yamaha Clavinovas and 
the Allen Church Organ.

An educational exhibit, conference attendees can 
become familiar with various models, features and 
specifications. Institutional and special church pricing 
is offered on all models.

Piano and Church Organ Network showrooms are 
located at:

•  4640 N Brandywine, Peoria
•  3700 Wabash Ave., Springfield
•  902 S Willow, Effingham.  

Information is available on their Web sites: www.
churchorgannetwork.com or www.startpianonow.
com, or by calling 217-343-1795.
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The Journey 
of 10 x 10 display
Stop by the Journey of 10 x 10 display and get your 
photo taken at the Journey’s Photo Booth. 

Complete with a hot-air balloon backdrop, photos 
will be taken and posted on the Journey of 10x10’s 
Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/thejourneyof10x10/. 

The Journey is a 10-month (Feb-Nov, 2016) 
congregational spiritual growth tool based on John 
10:10. The congregation will experience teaching 
on the monthly topics and be challenged to take 
part in transformational disciplines. More than 
1,500 people have taken part in this process in 25+ 
churches in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 
The Journey will be introduced conference-wide 
during Annual Conference.  If you are interested in 
signing up, or would like more information, please 
contact Peggy Hisey, Associate Coordinator of 
Congregational Development at phisey@igrc.org

To see videos of transformation go to www.
thejourneyof10x10.org and click on the video gallery tab.

1Ox1O
THE

1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1O1Ox1OJOURNEY

BY DAN LYBARGER
Chairperson, IGRC Committee on Native American Ministries                                                

On Sept. 4, 1838, a mounted militia removed 859 
Potawatomi people at gunpoint from their homelands in 
Northern Indiana. They were forced to walk more than 600 
miles to Kansas. Father Benjamin Marie Petit accompa-
nied the Potawatomis on the trail and kept a journal of his 
experience.

The following description was written by an eyewitness:

The whitemen were gathering thick around 
them, which was but a sad necessity for their 
departure. Still they clung to their homes. But 
the flames of the torch were applied—their 
villages and wigwams were annihilated.

On Nov. 4, 1838, the Potawatomi Trail of Death ended 
in Kansas. The two-month trek on foot proved too difficult 
for some of the Potawatomis. They had too little food to 
eat and they were exposed to typhoid. The journey claimed 
the lives of 42 people, half of those who died were children. 
A few people escaped; 756 arrived first at Osawatomie in 
Franklin County. There they expected to find shelter from 
the coming winter. No housing had yet been built.

An exhibit of photos taken on the 2013 Trail of Death 
caravan by Sharon Hoogstraten, Chicago, Ill., member of 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation, will be in the Annual Confer-
ence display room. The exhibit will be one of several Native 
American exhibits in relation to the Act of Repentance 
Service at Annual Conference.

The exhibit is centered around a 4 foot by 5 foot canvas 
of Sister Virginia Pearl, whose great-grandmother was a 
little girl on the 1838 Trail of Death. Photos were framed 
by Bill and Shirley Willard, Rochester, Indiana, and were 
arranged by state. 

Large poster frames show Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas, and St. Mary’s Mission at Sugar Creek.

Also shown are photos by David Begg, Marshall, Mich., 
and other members of the caravan. Also Tom Hamil-
ton’s map of the Trail of Death and Father Petit historical 
marker. 

Another frame shows Governor Mike Pence’s procla-
mation recognizing the historic significance of the trail and 
the enriching culture of the Potawatomi and declaring Sept. 
20, 2014, as Potawatomi Trail of Death Remembrance Day. 
The proclamation was presented by Tim Harman, State 
Representative, to the Potawatomi at the Trail of Courage 
Living History Festival on Sept. 20. Accepting were several 
members of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma, 
including Jon Boursaw, Topeka, Kan.; George Godfrey, 
Athens, Ill.; Sister Virginia Pearl, Concordia, Kan.; Bob and 
Janet Pearl, Parma Heights, Ohio; Susan Campbell, Hawaii; 
Tracy Locke, Lafayette, Ind., and others. 

A video of the 2013 Trail of Death Commemorative 
Caravan across Indiana will also be a part of the exhibit. 
The video was made by Dan Noyes, Indianapolis, a profes-
sional, and utilizes a drone for overhead photos. 

On Wednesday, Shirley Willard, Chairperson of the 
Trail of Death Association, and Gorge Godfrey, a member 
of the Potawatomi Citizens Band, will be at the display.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE Displays

Potawatomi 
Trail of 
    Death
  exhibit
  featured
at Annual 
Conference

The above image is the Trail of Death Logo. This family is walking the Trail of 
Death, led by a red-tailed hawk who looks back to make sure they are coming ok
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Leroy B. Allison
Among the rewards of ministry I take to retirement is the friends I 
have made along the way, both among colleagues as well as parishon-
ers, and also a sense that I have been faithful to my calling.
One of the stories that stand out was when I was serving at Rosiclare, 
where the road ends. In the four years we were there, I only encoun-
tered one person who came to the door seeking funds, as he was 
“passing through” the town. I was able to look him in the eye and tell 
him that, no matter how hard he tried, he could not “pass through” 

Rosiclare; he either wanted to be there or he was so hopelessly lost he might as well 
stay. Those who are familiar with Rosiclare will understand this; others may want to 
check a map.
My advice to those entering the ministry, I would say is you can find fulfillment in 
doing anything else, pursue that vocation. If you can only find fulfillment in serv-
ing the church, do so wholeheartedly. Decide to love the people of the churches you 
serve. You will encounter people with whom you will clash, but so will they; love 
them anyway. Bishop White used to remind clergy, “Your last appointment was 
never as great as you remember it.” I would add that any appointment is only as bad 
as you allow it to be.

Mark D. Amenda
Ministry has been the greatest time of my life – serving God and 
serving the church. I was sent to two churches with the task of hold-
ing their hands until they closed and both churches are still alive. At 
one of those churches, we have been really blessed as three individu-
als have gone from pew to pulpit and 12 that have become certified 
lay speakers (now lay servants), including having the youngest to 
ever be certified at age 13.
When I went into the ministry, God told me to stay true to who I 

am. So I have been a non-typical pastor. I had done sprint car racing before going 
into the ministry and God fashioned a way for us to use that experience through 
the United Methodist Motorsports Ministry. God continues to bless that ministry 
whether I am holding worship on a Sunday before the race, doing chaplain work at 
the track or jumping into the car and racing the UMMM race car.
When we got back into racing, we had an opportunity of a sponsorship from Miller 
Brewing Co., which we turned down on principled grounds. Many said we were 
foolish in doing that. But two weeks later, Ashland Chemical, producers of Valvoline 
offered a five-year contract that addressed the needs fully. I plan to continue my 
interest in racing in retirement.
To those beginning their ministry, I would advise: Just be you. Do exactly what God 
has called you to do. You are called to preach, teach, love, nurture, empower and 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

J. Gary Billiot
On June 30, I will be riding off into the sunset to ultimately throw 
my energies into resolving health issues in retirement. I then will be 
focusing on enjoying my family, providing my wife with the support 
she missed from me while I was involved with my churches. I will 
miss the churches I served and the people to whom my wife and I 
became close. However, I cannot say I will miss all of the paperwork, 
the board meetings, frustration, anxiety and stress.
The decision to retire has not been entirely of my own making. The 

time is simply right for me; and for the moment, I will put up my moccasins, turn 
my attention to my crafts – something simple and enjoyable.
The times shared, friendships forged and the incredible love which we have shared 
have been an extraordinary part of my life. I am very proud of what we have 
achieved in the short time we have spent together. It could not have been accom-
plished without God the Great Spirit. 
A good friend told me once, “everything has a beginning and an end, and it is all in 
God’s hands.” God is always on time!  The timing to end this chapter seems about as 
right as it could be.  To all the wonderful people whom I have had the opportunity to 
serve over the past 10 years, thank you.
Since there is no good bye in Indian language, I will say “See yah.”

Bruce W. Bolin-Ghitalla
Though others have said similar things, it is worth repeating: It is a 
privilege, not a right to be a pastor. This is especially true when one 
is given the trust to be with someone or their family in either the 
most joyous and/or painful, even tragic, moments of their lives. To be 
entrusted with another person’s confidence is still an honor. Through 
my family, my local home church, the Wesley Foundation campus 
ministry during college and the many congregations and their people 
(and even the Conference), I have personally experienced the love of 

God through Jesus Christ.
It is always dangerous to give counsel yet we do it anyway. And to those just starting 
out in ministry: “Don’t let the ankle biters or the bottom feeders get you!” Starting 
out now, make sure you develop friendships with other colleagues in ministry who 
can stand with you in both good times and otherwise. And second, listen. Really 
learn to listen. It will not matter whether you agree or like or even understand what 
or why they are doing or saying what they are doing. They will share their story.
This summer, other than moving, I plan to take a break and enjoy more than our 
regular two weeks at the Lakeside Chatauqua on Lake Erie which we attend. At some 
point, I owe someone, beloved, a trip to Disneyland or Disney World.

Donald L. DeJarnett
One of the stories from my ministry was in a hospital setting where I 
was asked to visit a patient. The patient had AIDS and was very angry 
with the Unit staff. In fact, he kept asking some of the staff to leave 
his room. I gowned and gloved like the sign said I was supposed to 
do and entered the room.
As I entered, I could tell that his anger increased, but I didn’t know 
why. I didn’t want to upset him so much, so I introduced myself and 
told him that I was a pastor. I asked him if we could pray together 

after we had talked for awhile. I reached out for his hand, and as our hands touched, 
he started to pull away. I went out on a limb and asked if the gown and gloves were 
making him hesitant and angry.
“Yes,” he said. “You’re scared, aren’t you?”
“Yes,” I replied, “but not for the reason you think. I’m scared because in your weak-
ened condition, I might bring in an infection or other germs that might further 
reduce your chances of living longer. They is why all the staff gowns and gloves up 
before coming into your room. They are doing it for your protection.”
He grabbed my hand tight, we talked for nearly an hour, had prayer and then left. I 
returned to the Unit later and the staff noticed a change in attitude. I like to think I 
helped to bring healing to him in ways he did not expect.

Peggy Emmert
One of the greatest rewards in ministry are the memories that 
strengthen our faith. I have had the privilege of hearing people’s 
stories, their challenges along with their joys. I have been invited into 
sharing their journey.
One of the stories that stand out was a bitter cold wintry Sunday 
morning. It was snowing and windy and we lost power so we had 
no lights nor heat. About 15 showed up for church, not knowing the 
situation. With coats and mittens still on, candles were lit and we 

huddled together, sang, prayed and worshipped God.
My advice to those beginning in ministry is to stay connected or grounded to your 
personal time with God. Protect that time. Reading scripture and prayer are the 
anchors in serving. And then get into a covenant group. It is very important to have 
a support network.
I actually retired in July 2014 and my retirement has been filled with enjoying family 
and friends, more traveling, involvement with missions and I am planning to explore 
my artistic side which I discovered through attending the Five-Day and Two-Year 
Academies for Spiritual Formation.
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Leroy B. Allison 36 years of service
Mark D. Amenda 12.75 years of service
J. Gary Billiot 10 years of service 
Bruce W. Bolin-Ghitalla 38 years of service 
James L. Cooper 20.75 years of service
J. Gregory Courtright 41 years of service
Donald L. DeJarnett 33.5 years of service
Peggy Emmert 8 years of service*

David A. Estep 24 years of service
Linda Harrod  8 years of service
Bradford E. Henson 30 years of service
Rebecca A. Laumeier 23.5 years of service
Roger L. McIntire 8.25 years of service
Sharon R. Monroe 22.5 years of service
Mark C. Myers 39 years of service
Raymond P. Owens 32 years of service
Linda M. Peyla 22.75 years of service

John K. Prather 26 years of service
Thomas M. Pruett 30 years of service
Linda A. Richard 33 years of service
Roberta J. Shultz 8.75 years of service
Mark E. Slaatte 31 years of service
A. “Buzz” Swett 10.5 years of service
David R. Trover  18.75 years of service 
Walter R. Wilkins 16 years of service

*Retired in 2014

HONORING OUR Retirees
A total of 25 persons totaling 584 years of service have retired or will retire at the 2015 Annual Conference. The retiring class was 
invited	to	be	interviewed	by	video	and/or	respond	to	the	questions	in	writing.	The	stories	on	the	next	several	pages	reflect	those	
who were interviewed, but all the following clergy will be recognized at the retiree celebration set for 10:45 a.m. Thursday.



Rebecca A. Laumeier
There are many rewards from ministry. I have had the privilege of minister-
ing with so many of God’s people in various areas of the conference. I have 
found joy in watching those who have felt isolated from God experience 
re-connection and be embraced by God’s mercy and love. I have seen indi-
viduals turn their lives over to God and become faithful servants in God’s 
kingdom. I have been able to connect with others in our system both in our 
conference and in New York where I now live as of Jan. 1, when I retired 
early due to health issues.

One of the most memorable stories came when I was visiting a man in the hospital who was 
nearing death. After sharing some Scriptures, I began to say the Lord’s Prayer. Although 
the man had been unable to speak for several months, he suddenly began to sing the Lord’s 
Prayer, as a solo he had shared in church many times. I had come to minister to him, but he 
ministered to me.
To those entering the ministry, you are entering the most challenging and rewarding callings 
possible. Be prepared to give and to receive. Care for God’s people for they are precious. Take 
care of yourselves and your families for you and they are precious. Find the joy of your rela-
tionship with Christ and share it with those whom God has called you to serve. 

Roger L. McIntire
I have served 12 churches in the last 22 years and I think among the 
numerous rewards, the one that stands out for me is the number 
of brothers and sisters I have gained. There are friendships beyond 
description.
I am a second career pastor, coming into the ministry after retiring 
from the Illinois State Police. I had been assigned about six months 
to three churches and the Rev. Dr. Paul Sims was my mentor. I was 
expressing my concern over the lack of growth in the three churches. 

He didn’t laugh but he did counsel me to “be patient. God works in His own time.” 
Later in my ministry, I started serving a church that had a congregation of 50 and it 
grew in just a few years to 180 and built a new church and the church was paid off 
in two years. As I stood in awe, Dr. Sims’ words came back to me; God’s timing is 
everything.
My advice to those entering the ministry is to serve and love and leave the rest up 
to God. In addition, you truly have to have a humble heart. When the heart is in the 
right place, the words of Proverbs 3:5-6 will have meaning. 
With two retirements, I am going to spend a lot of time with my family, especially 
my great grandchildren and improve my golf game.

Sharon R. Monroe
Finally, after 22-plus years of completing charge conference reports, 
my last year was without mistake or omission. I’m not sure if that is 
the “reward” or maybe it is the fact that I no longer have to do them 
EVER again!
I believe that the mark of my ministry has been the sacraments of 
holy communion, baptism, confirmation, healing and prayer. I have 
always tried to make these moments special and meaningful. I was 
a “drop off ” child growing up, my church always made me welcome 

and showered me with love. There were four youth who went into church ministry as 
adults – two were my brother and myself. We must always be a church that welcomes 
little children and that they know they have a “home” here.
The advice I would give to persons beginning their ministry is “there is always more 
to be done at your local church than you ever have time.” Take time for yourself as 
well as take time to be involved in connectional ministries – Conference Camping, 
Walk to Emmaus, disaster response and area ecumenical ministerial groups – that 
keep you aware of the “church” beyond your little corner. It expands your vision as 
well as the vision of the churches you serve.
We are moving back to our country home in Fairbury. I’m looking forward to the 
quiet and solitude. We may not be involved in church ministry, but we will re-form 
ourselves into God’s ministry wherever it leads. 

David A. Estep
I think the rewards of ministry center around going on a journey 
with people from birth to the end of this life. 
There is one particular story that I think amplifies this. It actually 
occurred early in my ministry, when I was covering for a pastor in a 
neighboring town who was on vacation. Within seven or eight hours 
of his departure, I get a call that a woman is in the hospital, was in a 
coma, wasn’t expected to live and could I go and meet with the fam-
ily. My wife and I went to the hospital, checked in with the nurse and 

the family had gone to get a bite to eat.
We went into her room and there the woman lay. I took her hand in mine and began 
to pray and when I said, “Amen,” she opened her eyes and was laying there looking at 
me. 
I said, “Are you OK?” and she said, “Where am I? What am I doing here?”
We explained what had happened and she said, “Can I get something to eat? I am 
kind of hungry.”
I reported to the nurse, who jumped up, the family came back from eating and the 
woman is alive today. God is good…all the time.
For those beginning ministry, I made two posters – one for the back of my bedroom 
door and the second for the back of my office door. They both have a great big heart 
on them and say the same thing: “Love the People.” 

Linda Harrod
Being able to watch persons grow in their discipleship has been one 
of the great rewards of my ministry. My major areas of focus have 
been in spiritual formation and evangelism as a deacon in full con-
nection that has served in a local church setting.
The deacon’s track is a little hard to define in a ministry setting such 
as the local church. Other deacons who serve conference agencies 
and in the secular world where those responsibilities and duties are 
more clearly articulated. I have been fortunate to work with elders 

that have embraced my ministry and have assisted in that understanding within the 
local church.
I think those that are entering the ministry now just need to listen to God’s leading 
and continue that affirmation you received from your church. Don’t discount your 
past experiences because many of those may be the exact skills you need for a par-
ticular time and situation as you minister in the church. 
Even in retirement, I want to continue serving on committees. I am currently on 
four committees at the district and conference level and I want to continue to work 
on those. I live in Springfield so the distance isn’t a problem and I want to continue 
to serve the best way that I can.

Bradford E. Henson
I think the largest reward in ministry was planted early in my ministry 
when I led a revival and saw lives being changed by accepting Jesus 
Christ. The other reward would be that all of my children have accepted 
Christ and are involved in ministry within the church.
I want to say that during my ministry, I do feel that all of the appoint-
ments I received were good appointments. They all had their issues 
which we had to work through, but every congregation we have served 
has been one that has loved us, worked with us, and took care of us and 

our family. 
I recall one Sunday when we had an elderly gentleman from our church that used to sing 
solos and I asked him to sing one week. It was absolutely horrible. But as a result of his 
witness that followed, a 16-year-old girl gave her life to Christ and five others rededi-
cated their lives. All I did was give an altar call. One of the greatest lessons I have had to 
learn is to get out of the way; I just need to honor what God wants to do.
Young people starting out in the ministry as well as second-career people have the chal-
lenge of disciplining their lives to stay focused on Christ – prayer, Bible Study and time 
alone with God. The church can actually distract you from being totally focused on who 
God is and without these things, we can get off track.  
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JUNE 2015

16 

HONORING OUR Retirees



ANNUAL CONFERENCE Honoring Our Retireesthe curren 

Mark C. Myers
If there is something that stands out in ministry, I think it would 
have to be how things come full circle. My first full-time appoint-
ment was as youth pastor of Olney First UMC. I was there three years 
and worked with a good group of young people. And 14 years later, I 
was appointed to go back to the church as the senior pastor. Seven of 
those youth were active in the church’s leadership and to suddenly go 
back and some of them had kids older than ours because we had been 
so young when we were there, we had worked with them and to see 

how they had grown. And to have those years of experience there was the highlight 
of my ministry.
The advice I would give to those entering the ministry has probably been given by 
a lot of other ministers but it is simply “fewer meetings and more ministry.” Spend 
more time with people doing ministry in the community and let others do the ad-
ministrative meetings.
I am not really sure I am retiring as much as I am re-directing my ministry. Nancy 
is going to be looking for a part-time teaching job and I am going to be working 
with Lisa Guilliams at Granite City Trinity UMC. I am going to probably be the only 
part-time associate pastor in the IGRC with an average church attendance of 50. I 
am going there to allow Lisa to have more times with the TWIGS and FIGS Ministry. 
I will be volunteer at TWIGS and FIGS and preaching once a month at Trinity. I will 
be available to other churches for pulpit supply if they will allow me to throw in a 
commercial for TWIGS and FIGS. 

Raymond P. Owens
The call to ministry is a lifestyle. I have been blessed to be able to 
answer my call within The United Methodist Church. Early in my 
ministry I realized that it is all about relationships – my relationship 
with Christ, with other Christians and with the world. I will continue 
to fulfill my call in retirement by focusing upon relationships with my 
family, friends and those persons with whom God allows us to be in 
ministry.
When meeting with my counseling elder for the first time, I noticed 

a banner on his office door made of felt with the words, “The evidence that God is at 
work in your life is that you are taken places you never expected to go.” As I reflect 
on my life and ministry, these words ring particularly true. Life has been a wonder-
ful, if sometimes unpredictable and challenging journey. I look forward to continu-
ing that journey in retirement.
For those beginning their ministry, I would encourage them to stay focused upon 
Jesus, immerse themselves in God’s Word, and to remember that life is not about 
them. They have been called to become servant leaders. There is no place for one’s 
ego in ministry.
Susan and I are looking forward to spending more time together with each other, 
with our families and especially with our granddaughters. We intend for our home in 
Bloomington to become a place of ministry where the Gospel is shared in meaning-
ful relationships through hospitality and Bible Study. 

Linda M. Peyla
As I reflect back on my 24 years of ministry, I have been blessed by 
the intineracy and appointment process in that I have experienced 
life in communities and met people that I would never have en-
countered in my first career of teaching. I learned that God works in 
unexpected and wonderful ways in the smallest as well as the largest 
communities.
One of the stories from my ministry came at a pastor-parish relations 
committee meeting when I was talking with the about the time dif-

ferent pastoral chores require. After I paused for some questions, one of the commit-
tee members observed that I included time for prayer in the preparation time. The 
member remarked, “Do I understand that you are praying on ‘company time?’”
The advice I would give to those starting out in ministry is to never confuse pastoral 
duties with your own spiritual growth and devotions. Always schedule your personal 
time with God as diligently as you schedule any meetings or sermon preparation. 
Find peer support. I originally thought that the idea of covenant groups was a waste 
of time but there are difficult parts of ministry that only can be fully understood by 
colleagues. Keep searching until you find a group you can totally trust. And don’t be 
afraid to risk vulnerability. Share your own story and experiences whenever appro-
priate.
I will be retiring to Springfield where I will be near family and babysitting my grand-
children.
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John K. Prather
I take many rewards into retirement. I take memories of dear 
hearts and gentle people from whom I learned humility as I real-
ized what a privilege it was to be their pastor. I take memories of 
troubled hearts and difficult people from whom I learned humility 
as I questioned why I had become a pastor. I take memories of ser-
mons hard wrought from careful exegesis and hours of painstaking 
construction and delivered to yawning faces and restless bodies. I 
take memories of sermons hastily thrown together in three hours 

on an early Sunday morning and delivered to praise that rang from the belfry. I 
take memories of doing good pastoral care and of families allowing me inside their 
intimate circle during difficult and heartrending times. I take memories of saying 
too much, or too little, and receiving a courteous but painful rebuff. I take memories 
of church leaders who believed they were the church. I take memories of effusive 
thanksgiving and praise for only doing my job, and for scathing criticism for events 
over which I had no control. I take memories of successes and failures, of sinning 
saints and saintly sinners, of churches whose capacity for both love and cruelty never 
ceased to amaze me, but never surprised me, because I recognized myself in them. 
The memories are the chief reward for my vocation of Minister of Word and Sacra-
ment. Oh, and yes, my pension.

Linda A. Richard
Among the rewards I take with me into retirement include a sense 
of having “been present” in the lives of so many people for time of 
joy and sadness and knowing that the ability to bring faith in Jesus 
Christ to each situation made a difference. No one is too young or 
too old to be a parishioner and no one needs to be excluded from 
compassion, care or concern.
While having served several small congregations. The most fulfill-
ing time in my ministry came when I was serving in a community 

where I became a regular at the girl’s high school basketball games. At the beginning 
of the second year, two of the players came and asked whether I would pray with the 
team before each home game. I was pleased to be asked, checked to make sure no 
player nor the school administration objected, and did so throughout the season. 
The following year, I was invited to ride the team bus to away games. None of the 
girls had a direct connection to the congregation I was serving. And at the end of the 
year, I was presented with a Precious Moments Angel which said, “Thanks for car-
ing” and an autographed team photo.
The advice I would give those starting out is the advice I received from my counsel-
ing elder: Preach the Gospel and love the people. 

Roberta J. Shultz
I think what I will miss most about being a pastor is the people 
that I have grown to love and appreciate.
One of the memorable stories from ministry came when my 
husband, Larry and I had just come from church and we were in 
a gas station standing at the counter to pay for our food and gas. 
I felt someone grabbed my hand and looked down to find a little 
boy staring up at the both of us with these big, wide eyes. He took 
off running out the door only to return, pulling his mother in the 

door pointing and yelling, “Mommy! Mommy! The President of the United States 
and Mrs. President!” My husband and I always considered ourselves as a ministry 
team, but never in our wildest dreams in politics, especially the President of the 
United States!
My advice to those just starting their ministry. Remember: pastoring is a work in 
progress. As I read once, “Treat it like a 30-year project.” I think that certainly puts 
it in perspective. Ministry is a long journey. “Pastor” is a title you hold and an office 
you carry. Of course, there are time when you need to simply be you and not the pas-
tor. Maintain a friendship with a few people in your life that accept you for you.
I will be relocating to the Goreville-Carbondale area of the state and I am excited to 
be with my family, two grandchildren and a third on the way.

HONORING OUR Retirees



David R. Trover
We have been blessed to be in one appointment for 15 years and to 
be able to see how God has worked in the community.
One of the real heart-warming things has been to see how God 
works through their lives regardless of how much is in their check-
book. While the community doesn’t have a great deal of ethnic 
or racial diversity, there is a great deal of diversity economically. 
People sit the pew next to each other and call themselves broth-
ers and sisters in Christ and it is gratifying to see how they work 

together to further God’s Kingdom.
My advice to those entering the ministry are the same words Earl Renshaw gave me. 
I was a second career pastor and after being introduced to my student appointment, 
Earl said, “Just love them.” Some of them may not seem to be very lovable, but just 
love them. It’s not easy but it has yielded blessings. 
My wife and I are retiring to Pinckneyville where we bought a home about 10 years 
ago. It has been our getaway while in the ministry and we have enjoyed getting 
acquainted with the people and community. We enjoy hobbies around the house and 
we are looking forward to being a part of the grandchildren’s activities.

Walter R. Wilkins
I take the experience of regularly work with the Word of God, in 
study and in prayer, to be ready to share the fruits of these con-
versations, in preaching and in teaching and finding myself being 
changed by the discipline of this companionship. I take the experi-
ence of sharing the concerns of people in my congregation and in 
my community – little things and monumental concerns, bearing 
burdens and joys, and finding God as we seek our common good. 
I take the experience of years of learning from my congregation 

and my community – learning from my colleagues in ministry – and being encour-
aged and challenged by them. I take the experience of recalling that often, when 
unsatisfied with what I was able to do – becoming amazed by what was actually ac-
complished – because it was not my doing alone – even when I thought I was alone. 
And I sometimes feel that I have taken more than I have given – until I recall that 
everything I have received, has been something shared.
I am ready to retired. But I’m not ready to quit. There is still more to do – and ore 
that I might do. Perhaps I may be needed to serve a church part-time. Perhaps I’ll 
find something else, or it will find me. In any case, I expect that the plans of my wife 
and children will now become more a part of any plans of mine.

**Interviews unavailable for James L. Cooper, 
    J. Gregory Courtright, and Thomas M. Pruett

Mark E. Slaatte
Among the rewards of ministry is seeing people’s hearts change. I 
have seen people hear the Biblical message and I have invited them to 
think critically, using their heart, soul and mind and strength to love 
the Lord Jesus – not just feel religion but to think religion.
I have seen communities grow. Communities are not sameness; they 
grow with diversity and different kinds of people.  And they grow, 
when they are able to be themselves. But it is the proclamation of the 
Gospel that changes communities.

I always believe that people are hungry for the Gospel and want God desperately 
in their lives. I think a lot of the secular, modern people are afraid to come to the 
church building sometimes, but they are afraid. So I think we need to meet them 
halfway. 
At one of my former churches, we organized an Easter sunrise in the park and de-
spite cold weather, had a crowd. They came into the church to have breakfast with us. 
Next year, we moved it to the country club, had warm weather and the crowd grew 
exponentially.
The advice I would give those starting out is: learn from your mistakes. Constructive 
criticism can be painful at first, but it can also be helpful. An old minister told me we 
have two choices: we can be bitter or we can be better. The choice is yours.
I am looking into returning to the Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla., area. I may do some 
teaching at a community college. 

Augustus “Buzz” Swett
I think the greatest reward from ministry is being a part of my con-
gregants’ lives and observing their growth and sharing that faith with 
the entire congregation. Some of this growth was a result of weekly 
Bible study where the Word of God was received, acted upon and 
shared.

Eight years, I heard about a prayer shawl ministry. One of the women 
at Decatur Wesley had terminal cancer. My wife made what we 

thought a prayer shawl might look like. During Sunday service, I asked everyone to 
gather in the center aisle and lay hands on the shawl. Following the service, I took it 
to her house and explained that the shawl represented God’s arms surrounding her, 
lifting her and giving her peace. She smiled and her face glowed. At her funeral, her 
husband put the shawl in her casket. This was the beginning of some 175 shawls that 
have been given to persons who needed God’s presence in their time of need.

My advice to new clergy is to remember that they are the shepherd of their flock and 
they should love them, love them and love them some more.

I intend to remain pastor at Decatur Wesley UMC as long as the Bishop and my 
health permit. As time permits, I plan to work around the house and garden, and on 
my model railroad.

Closing CHURCHES

ANNUAL CONFERENCE Honoring Our Retirees

HONORING OUR Retirees

Ten churches have completed their mission and have either closed or will be closing following the 2015 Annual Conference. In 
honoring the ministries of these 10 churches with a combined total of 1,498 years of ministry, attempts were made to provide 
a brief history of each church that will be honored during the Trustees Report on Friday morning. Several of the congregations 
provided those histories and are printed below and the pages that follow.

Kingston UMC
LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT

The present church building was built in 1854 and 
used many years as a Christian Church. After a long 
struggle and decline in membership to a small number, 
the building was sold to the Methodists for $350 in 
1862.

The Methodists organized  and elected a board of 
trustees – Benjamin Fahs, Jacob Buffington and W. M. 
Eldson. Records from the Adams County History of 
1879 show the church member at 45 members and the 
Rev. R. P. Drake of the Beverly circuit as the minister.

With the years have come change, growth and im-
provements: candles to kerosene; gas lamps to electric-
ity; wood burning stoves to coal furnace to gas furnace; 
horse and buggy travel to modern-day cars; growth 
in membership and activities and then a slow decline. 

Through the years, the church, by the side of the road, 
has had many baptisms, weddings and funerals.

The Kingston church has been on circuits with 
the Northcott, Bethel, Beverly, Pleasant Hill and El 
Dara Methodist churches. The Kingston-Beverly Bible 
School was organized in 1950 and the first session 
was at Kingston. In the following years, it alternated 
between the two churches and Bible School continued 
for the children even in recent years.  Another tradi-
tion that began with Beverly in the early 1950’s was an 
Easter Sunrise service that alternated between the two 
churches.

■ Adapted from a newspaper article chronicling the 
church’s history, 1967 that is on file in the Confer-
ence Archives
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Fortney UMC
KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT

In 1812, the Little Wabash Circuit was constituted and 
John Smith was appointed preacher-in-charge and Peter 
Cartwright was the Presiding Elder. The region now em-
braced in Edwards County formed part of this circuit, which 
was then included in the Tennessee Conference. 

Fortney Methodist Episcopal Church, four miles north 
of Grayville, was built in 1872. Before 1840, a class was orga-
nized at the house of Frederick Rotramel.  

John and Cynthia Fortney donated the ground for the 
new church, four miles north of Grayville on  Feb. 8, 1872. 
Prior to this services had been held in a log cabin near Fort-
ney Cemetery and in the homes of Rotramel and Fortney, the 
first class leader, on Saturdays and Sundays when a circuit 
rider was available. A 30-by-40 foot frame building was 
erected for $835.50. The people were largely indebted to Su-
sanna Marriott, and English woman who walked through the 
county and solicited most of the money in which the original 
church building was built.

A belfry was added to the church in 1903. A man by the 
name of Finley was hired to supervise the work, but most 
of the actual labor was done by men from the community. 
A manse with four rooms and two closets was built for the 
minister in 1909. A cistern was dug in 1920 to furnish water. 
A barn for the minister’s horse was later added on the south-
east corner of the church as well as a small chicken house. 

The chicken house was later remodeled into a coal house. 
The manse was used for teachers at Fortney Public School 
from 1922 to 1926, then as a community house and sold in 
1950. The bell was moved from the old belfry into the new 
brick church in 1950. 

The congregation at Fortney attended church for many 
years by either walking or riding horses. Entire families 
walked to church and were joined by other families along the 
way. They often sang as they went to or returned from ser-
vices. Walking the three to four miles to church twice a day 
was not uncommon. Travelling by wagons drawn by horses 
or mules had been popular for some times, but it wasn't until 
1880 that one-horse buggies were bought by many people. 
The Peoria and Decatur railroad was completed as far as 
Grayville in 1879.

The Rev. William E. Tilroe, who lived in Bone Gap, rode 
the train to Siegert's Switch. One of the presiding elders com-
mented that he didn't believe in riding the train on Sunday, 
but they would run whether he rode them or not. The rail-
road tracks were often used by people walking --especially 
when the roads were muddy. The bike craze hit in 1900. Not 
long after 1900, cars began to appear, but these had to be put 
up during the winter due to the mud roads.

Circuit riders served the church during its early years. 
Most of Edwards County was included in the Albion circuit 

in 1872. It is unclear whether Fortney's minister came from 
Albion or Bone Gap from 1887 to 1894, but in 1895 they 
came from Keensburg. Fortney and Browns joined together 
in 1922. Fortney and Grayville joined together in 1991. A 
large majority of the present members of Fortney can their 
lineage directly  to some  of the people  who  helped build 
and organize  the  church  in 1872.  This testifies both to the 
stability of the community  and the  influence of the church  
upon its  people.

■ Adapted from The Combined History of Edwards, Law-
rence and Wabash Counties, J. L. McDonough and Co., 
Philadelphia, 1883, and from a church history, 1992.

Edwards UMC
ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT

In 1896, a local preacher named Daniel Taylor and 
at least two other persons, Mr. Luther White and Mr. 
William Booth, and possibly Mr. William Snedden, 
conducted a series of services in the school at Edwards. 
From these services, a Methodist Church was born. Mr. 
Johnson was named the first pastor in charge.

In 1905, Mr. David Hindle and Mr. Luther White, 
the village grocer, began excavation for the church. Rev. 
Harry Blout was the pastor. Later that year, under the 
supervision of Dr. S. Van Pelt, district superintendent of 
the Peoria District of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the building was dedicated.  A few years later, a full base-
ment was built under the church.

The church was built on land donated by the Ed-
wards family. The property is described as being situated 
in Rosefield Township, Peoria County, Illinois. The East 
half of Section 24 in the Town 9, North Range 6 on two 
lots each 120 by 363 feet.  The first trustees were Daniel 
Taylor, Albert Hunt and Luther White. A loan from the 
Conference to finance the first building -- $250 – was 
secured by a mortgage in September 1906. The debt was 
later forgiven under a Conference policy concerning 
home missions several years later.

A serious misunderstanding in 1936-37 caused a 
split in the congregation and another church, Bethel 
Bible Church, began in another part of town.

Throughout the years, Edwards has been a part of 
several circuits, including Hanna City, Cottonwood, 
Brimfield and Kickapoo.

■ Adapted from a letter by Rev. Merle J. Williams to 
the Central Illinois Conference Historical Society, 
The United Methodist Church, circa 1984

Cahokia Park UMC
MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT

Cahokia Park UMC’s history is several different streams 
coming together. The congregation’s roots trace back to the 
1890’s when Bond Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church 
began as a Sunday School organization at 500 Converse Ave. 
in 1894. It was known as  the YMCA Union Sunday school 
and was organized into a Mission by the Summit Ave M.E. 
Church (later East St. Louis First). 

With two years, Summit Avenue’s Quarterly Conference 
authorized the setting apart of the Bond Avenue ministry as 
a separate society with authority to organize itself. At the An-
nual Conference session in Jerseyville, Rev. J. W. Turner was 
appointed to supply the newly-formed church.

A disastrous flood in 1903 rendered several buildings, 
including the church, unfit for tenancy for several weeks. 
The building was later razed in 1921 and a new building was 
built. The new church building was dedicated Dec. 14, 1928.

A two-week revival in 1944, under the pastorate of Rev. 
Carl Davis and conference evangelist, Rev. E. O. Allen, con-
ducted on Mildred Avenue in the Maplewood Subdivision of 
Cahokia, sparked a relocation to Mildred Avenue. The Bond 
Avenue facility was sold and the farewell service was held in 
February 1947.

Four lots with a three-room house were found at 512-516 
Mildred Avenue and worship services were held in the house 
for several weeks before. The house served as parsonage for 
new pastor Rev. George Mitchell and services were then 
moved to the basement of Mr. and Mrs. Lamont Hoover who 
lived three blocks away beginning June 22, 1947.

Under the pastorate of Rev. C. Calvin Ryan, the new 
sanctuary was built and the cornerstone was laid in the fall 
1947. The first service in Maplewood Methodist Church was 
in May 1948. Six years later, Bishop Charles W. Brasheares 
and District Superintendent Rev. Ernest M. Dycus presided 
over a dedication and mortgage burning service March 21, 
1954.

Steady growth led to the need for larger facilities and 
exploration for a new site began.  By 1964, Cahokia had 
grown from a population of 800 to 18,000. In 1966, the 
District Committee on Church Location approved the new 
site for the Maplewood congregation and in September 1970, 
the old church was sold to the Cahokia Church of Christ 
and worship began at the Cahokia Village Hall Gymnasium. 
On Mother’s Day 1972, the first service was held in the new 
church building and Maplewood UMC became known at 
Cahokia UMC.

The other stream of the church’s history comes out 
of Faith Methodist Church.  In 1957, on the east side of 
Cahokia, the East St. Louis District Board of Missions and 
Church Extension conducted a survey and decided to spon-
sor the building of a church in the City View Sub-Division. 
The first service was held Feb. 3, 1957 in the American 
Legion Post. With Rev. James C. Simms acting as pastor 

assisted by the Rev. Bill Fester, the church was officially orga-
nized as a Methodist Church and members were received on 
Easter Sunday 1957. In all, 150 persons were in attendance 
with 44 received as charter members.

The first full-time appointed pastor was Rev. Dowain 
McKiou, who led the church in the building of a new parson-
age and the first unit of the church building on a three-acre 
site  purchased by the District Board of Missions on Cynthia 
Drive. The church building was formally opened on Feb. 9, 
1958 and served the church until the educational unit was 
added and opened for use Jan. 21, 1961.

Early in 1982, conversations began between Cahokia 
UMC and Faith UMC concerning merger. Those talks led to 
a joint Charge Conference on May 23, 1982, where merger 
was voted and the congregation chose the name Cahokia 
Park UMC. In October 1982, the indebtedness on the Ca-
hokia Park UMC building was paid off and by the end of the 
year, the debt on the former Faith properties were liqui-
dated. A mortgage burning ceremony, presided by Rev. Dr. 
Jack North, Assistant to the Bishop; East St. Louis District 
Superintendent Rev. Don Lowe presided over the mortgage 
burning ceremony on May 22, 1983.

During this time, plans for an educational unit to be 
added to the building were underway and the proceeds from 
the sale of Faith UMC was to be used for that purpose. On 
July 20, 1987, those plans were changed when fire destroyed 
the existing church building.

Rev. John Annable began preparations for an outdoor 
service the following Sunday and pust on the church sign 
in front “Open for Business.” During the rebuilding the 
Masonic Lodge was used for worship, while weekly activi-
ties were scheduled at the convenience of Maplewood Park 
Baptist Chruch and Jerome Lane Baptist Church.  On July 17, 
1988, the church returned to newly-constructed building for 
worship and a service of consecration was held Oct. 2, 1988.

■ Adapted from a brief church history written for the 
dedication of the church bell from Faith UMC, May 11, 
1997
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Cubbage 
Chapel UMC
KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT

Cubbage Chapel UMC, located approximately 4 miles 
northeast of Salem, had its beginning in 1878 when the 
idea for a church building was conceived. A committee was 
selected to obtain pledges of money and material. 

Traveling mostly by sled, Mrs. Matt Woodward, Mrs. 
Sarah Davidson, Mrs. Jennie McGlumphy, Mrs. Lizzie Scott 
and Mrs. Rachel Clayton went throughout the community 
seeking donations for the church construction. In spring 
1879, Mr. William J. Davidson donated an acre of land for 
the building site. Mr. Hiram Somerville donated the laid 
the foundation. Mrs. Judith Black and her sons, Charles 
and James Renick Black, donated most of the timber for 
the frame of the building. The sills for the foundation were 
hewn in the timber and logs were out and hauled to the 
sawmill for the frame.

The church was finished and dedicated in June 1880 
by the Rev. John Phillips of Salem. Cubbage Chapel was 
named after Rev. Cubbage, the first minister to hold 

services in the new church. Rev. Cubbage lived in the area 
which is now the oilfield south of Tonti.

From 1880 to 1890 classes from both the Method-
ist Episcopal Church North and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South met at Cubbage Chapel – one holding 
services in the morning and the other holding afternoon 
services. Cubbage Chapel was part of the Alma Charge 
from 1890 to 1965 at which time it was yoked with Salem 
Trinity Methodist Church.

■ From a press release for the church’s centennial cel-
ebration, Aug. 10, 1980
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Elizabethtown UMC
CACHE RIVER DISTRICT

Trustees of the United Methodist Church of Eliza-
bethtown received a deed to the land for $1 from James 
McFarlan and his wife Matilda on May 12, 1869. The deed 
was written in longhand and difficult to read. The trustees 
were Joseph O. Hosack (probably misspelling of Hosick), 
James A. Herrod, Charles M. Ferrell, James A. Ledbetter, 
James A. Clark, Alexander Steel, Pernett Ferrell, Richard P. 
Hetherington and Cyruss L. Clenahan. The land included 
the building site and cemetery. The first deed was probably 
recorded when it was first written. After the courthouse 
fire of 1884 the deed was re-recorded in 1915 by County 
Clerk C. L. Hess for the fee of 90 cents. (Mrs. Geneva 
Wootton made the deed information available to the Har-
din County Historical and Genealogical Society.)

Archie Hosick, who grew up in Elizabethtown in a 
Methodist family, has fond memories of the church. One 
of his ancestors, Joseph Turner Hosick, according to family 
lore, employed a black brickmaker named Lee to make 
the bricks and put them on the church. Clay for the bricks 
came from the Hosick farm on Hosick Creek near the 
Ohio River.

Archie also recalls that his father Lawrence Hosick 
gave paint from his hardware store in 1944 to paint the 
inside of the church and the pews. The pews which are still 
the same color may be the original pews.

At one time the church had the largest congregation in 
the County. The large sanctuary was used for eighth grade 
graduation for many schools for many years.

The congregation has decreased due to deaths and 
people moving away. The few remaining members main-
tain the building. Member Mike Johnsey donated labor 
and installed a ramp for the handicapped in 2003.

■ Adapted from a brief history of the church by Noel E. 
Hurford prepared for a calendar published by Hardin 
County Independent – Elizabethtown, IL, July 2003.

Fairview UMC
KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT

In 1882, the people of Fairview community organized 
and started holding church in the Seymour school house 
about three miles north of Bridgeport in Lawrence County.  
It was a United Brethren church with Rev. Spiker as its pas-
tor.

Somewhere around 1886 or 1887, a movement was 
started to build a church. The Methodists of that commu-
nity also wanted a local church. The roads at that time were 
bad and travel was not easy. Because of this, they agreed to 
help the United Brethren build the church.

It was decided that money and labor would have to be 
donated. Out of 150 donations, the largest amount was 
$25 and the smallest one penny. Most people gave $1. The 
beginning of the construction is not known but the church 
was completed and dedicated in 1887.

The Methodists and United Brethren remained to-
gether for three years, then separated, leaving the church 
to the United Brethren. Fairview then joined a circuit with 
Sumner, Union Chapel and Petty. In 1910, Fairview was 
taken off the Sumner Circuit and then placed with the 

Lawrenceville Circuit. In 1918 or 1919, the Lawrenceville 
church found it could support a church on its own and 
Fairview returned to the Sumner Circuit.

On July 20, 1931, Fairview Church burned with the 
only things saved being song books, seats and a piano. 
These were taken to a building at Braden’s Camp (owned 
by McBride Oil Co.) where services were conducted until a 
new building could be constructed.

■ From Lawrence County, Illinois, edited by the Law-
rence County Historial Society.

Kane UMC
LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT

The beginning of Kane Methodist Church dates back 
to 1832 in Woodbury District, which was north of Kane. 
The first sermon in that part of Greene County is said to 
have been preached by the Rev. C. J. Gardiner, who came 
to the area from St. Louis. He had previously lived in 
Kentucky, where he was converted and became a member 
of the Methodist Church under the guidance of Peter 
Cartwright. Rev. Gardiner is said to have been instrumen-
tal in forming the first organization and Rev. Alonzo Dow 
is said to have preached the first sermon after organizing 
in the home of Walker Daniels.

The first church building of the Kane vicinity was 
built at Old Kane in the early 1840’s on ground donated 
by Samuel Pope. At that time, Kane was in the Jackson-
ville District and a part of the Grafton Circuit. About the 
1850’s, the name of the charge  is given as the Jerseyville 
Circuit. In 1852, the Southern Illinois Conference was 
formed and Kane became a member of the conference.

In 1857, the name “Kane” first appears as applied to a 
circuit, which included Kane, Woodbury, Ebenezer and 
Fidelity, with William g. Moore as preacher in charge. 
During this period and for a few years to come, local as-
sistant pastors were named.

The change in location of the town as well as the 
demolition church and parsonage came as a result of the 
railroad right-of-way one mile east of Old Kane or Hom-

er. For some time, religious services were held in 
Felter Hall. The first service was a union meeting 
of Methodists and Baptists held in 1866 or 1867. 
It was not long after this, that a subscription paper 
was circulated to secure money to build a church 
edifice. The people responded generously and the 
same year, the present church was built especially 
for the Methodists but was called a Union Church 
and worship was held by various denominations.

In 1872, a parsonage was built under the 
labors of G. W. Waggoner. Several different homes 
were used for parsonages and later, when yoked 
with Bethel, a home near the Bethel church became the 
parsonage.

In 1885, the church published a general-interest news-
paper, which was printed in the offices of The Carrollton 
Patriot. The first  major remodeling of the church was the 
chapel addition or Sunday School room and the rostrum.

During Rev. J.B. Ravenscroft’s ministry (1904-10), al-
terations were made to the church, including elevating the 
floor, and acetylene lights and a furnace were installed. 
Friends and relatives of deceased members financed the 
cost of memorial windows for the church. During the 
renovation, church was held at the Modern Woodman 
Hall. Electric lights were installed as a memorial  by Mrs. 
Mattie Dressel Richards.

During World War I and World War II and the period 
immediately afterward, the church was served by student 
pastors.

During Dr. C. L. Peterson’s pastorate (1951-57), the 
church undertook a major renovation with the church 
being rewired, new light fixtures, the addition of an edu-
cational and recreation room and a new heating arrange-
ment and water system. Memorial gifts to the church 
included a communion table and pulpit, altar set and an 
electric organ. Various church organizations purchased a 
bulletin board and additional items of furniture, includ-
ing two pianos.

■ Adapted from history printed for the church’s 150th 
anniversary celebration in 1982
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Elm Grove UMC
LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT

Methodist work in the Elm Grove neighborhood began 
in the late 1830’s.  A grove of elm trees stood west across the 
road from the present church; here Methodist camp meet-
ings were held.  

There was a class meeting in the home of John Spence 
shortly after Pulaski Circuit began.  By 1841 Spence’s was 
a regular preaching place on the circuit.  Classes were also 
formed at Walkers’ and Burke’s.  Burke’s school house is 
mentioned as early as May 3, 1843 as a place where meeting 
were held.

On Aug. 30, 1851, the name Elm Grove appears in the 
Quarterly Conference records for the first time, although 
“Burke’s Meeting House” had been mentioned frequently 
before this.

The meeting house was probably built in 1847.  On Oct. 
2, 1848, Fleming and Sarah Burke gave the land for the 
church “in consideration of the good will and interest of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

By the time of the Civil War, Elm Grove had become the 
largest church on Pulaski Circuit with four big classes.  This 
growth created the need for a new church.  In the winter of 
1856-1857 it was begun.  The new church was dedicated in 
the summer of 1857 when Robert E. Guthrie was Presiding 
Elder and Curtis Powell Circuit Preacher for the first time.  
This was a larger building than the first; Hila Burke in 1973 
recalled it faced north and set further back in the lot than 
the present church.  This building was repaired in 1867 
and again in 1885 at the cost of $ 375.  A new organ was 
purchased in 1876 for $ 130 plus the old organ.

In 1895 the church building was too large to heat for 
the number of people who attended, so it was divided by 
two large, sliding doors.  Then one Sunday in the autumn of 
1903 the people came to worship and discovered the ceiling 
in a state of collapse.  Poles were cut to prop up the weak-
ened ceiling.  It was immediately decided to tear down the 
old structure and rebuild.

Dedication services were held June 19, 1904.  More than 
1,000 people were on the grounds.  Rev. W. N. McElroy of 
Springfield preached the dedication sermon.  People from 
Golden, LaPrairie, Pulaski and Augusta attended.  The cost 
of the new church was $ 3,200; much lumber had been 
salvaged from the old building.  It was all raised dedication 

day with $ 80 left over.
During 1936 Elm Grove was supplied 

by Joseph A. Mason who preached his 
first sermon from the Elm Grove pulpit.  
In 1972 he returned as the Superintendent 
of the Jacksonville District.

 Elm Grove was on the LaPrairie Cir-
cuit from its beginning in 1874 until 1946.  
At that time it was put on the Golden Cir-
cuit.  Preaching services were conducted 
at Elm Grove on alternate Sundays with 
LaPrairie.

Elm Grove celebrated its Centennial 
in 1950.   A basement and kitchen was 
constructed under the church in 1958; $ 
500 for this project came from a bequest 
of Nick and Laura White. Much of the 
labor being donated by members.  This improvement also 
included a new furnace as well as a complete redecorating 
of the sanctuary which included new carpet.  In 1966 a new 
spinet organ was installed by popular donation and the next 
spring a new pulpit and matching altar chair was presented 
by James Alexander in memory of Mary Marlow Alexan-
der.  These improvements added greatly to the dignity and 
charm of the church.  

In 1973 the Augusta Larger Parish was formed with 
John C. Wilkey as its first directing Pastor.  The Parish con-
sisted of eight congregations located in Adams, Hancock 
and Schuyler Counties.

After the realignment of the congregations of the Au-
gusta Larger Parish in 1985, Elm Grove became a part of 
the Trinity Parish consisting of the Golden, Camden and 
Elm Grove churches where it remained until the closing of 
the Golden Church in 1995.  Folks from the former Golden 
United Methodist Church then joined as members of the 
Elm Grove Church.  Their presence was a great addition to 
the congregation.  

In 1997 another major remodeling of the Elm Grove 
Church building took place under the direction of Ray-
mond Foster, a carpenter from Golden.  This renovation 
was due to the generous donations of community and 
church members.  The sanctuary was redecorated with a 

new ceiling, lights, and wall paint.  The chancel area was 
refitted with a cross and wooden ark brought to Elm Grove 
from the closed Golden Methodist Church where it had 
been constructed by the Naughts’, carpenters from Golden 
in memory of a youth.  A new heating system that included 
air conditioning was also added by Augusta Plumbing and 
Heating to bring season round comfort to all.  A rededica-
tion service was held June 22, 1997.

Even though the congregation has diminished in 
numbers the spirit of Christian love and hospitality has not. 
The years have brought joys and sorrows to the doors of 
Elm Grove Church but no matter what the situation, Elm 
Grove has always been a place of warmth and welcome to 
all who enter its doors or walk among the trees on its lovely 
grounds where Christ can be found in the history and the 
beauty of this place set aside so long ago for the work of 
the Methodists of this area to bring Glory and Honor to 
Almighty God.

■ History taken from The History of the Pulaski Circuit 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church published by the 
Augusta Larger Parish Historical Society and Rev. 
John C. Wilkey along with other written historical 
materials. Reprinted in the bulletin of the church’s 
final service, Nov. 23, 2014.

Hopewell UMC
KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT

Hopewell United Methodist Church, located 5 miles 
north of Mt. Vernon off Tolle Road had its beginnings in 
1850. 

W. F. Johnson and other born Methodists some four 
miles northwest of Pleasant Hill wanted a church. Neigh-
bors agreed to build a church and select a site, but could not 
agree as to where. They compromised by leaving the deci-
sion to Jack Maxey and Tommy Casey and the “commis-
sioners” finally drove down stakes just east of the present 
church and built a house of logs. The log house was used 
for about 15 years before being sold to Dr. Cam Frost who 
moved it to his home and used it as his office.

In 1866, the church decided to build a better building. 
Difficulties of completing the new church, which cost con-
siderably more than originally estimated, were further com-
plicated by danger of being shut out from public roadways.

On March 28, 1907, land bordering the church property 
on the west was purchased 
from Charles W. McNutt 
for $30. The part of the 
cemetery southwest of 
the church was a part of 
this purchase. Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin Dalby gave a 
half acre of ground to the 
church for cemetery use, 
just north of its property 
Sept. 2, 1950.

In 1940, electric lights 
were installed at Hopewell. 
The hand-hewn timbers 
were noted and com-

mented upon while workers were wiring 
the church loft.  In the spring of 1949, new 
and larger chimneys were built replacing 
old-fashioned soft brick. During the fall 
of 1949, the 83-year-old windows on the 
east side of the church were replaced. As 
24 light windows like these were not to be 
had in that day and age, they were special 
ordered and remain in use today.

Hopewell had often wanted a church 
bell, but had given up the idea for finan-
cial reasons. On June 7, 1950, as Frieda 
Hayes sat in a beauty shop, a church bell 
rang. She remarked to the beautician 
that she wished her church had a bell. The beautician was 
astonished, thinking that every church had a bell. Hayes 
contacted the pastor of Hopewell, Rev. J. C. Harris, and said 

that if the church would get a bell, 
she would give a donation for it. 
As the proposition came before 
the Sunday School the following 
Sunday, it was discovered that Al-
vin Dalby, a member of Hopewell, 
had a good bell which he donated 
to the church. Donations of money 
from both church members and 
friends purchased material for 
the belfry. On July 30, 1950, it 
was first used and in 1973, repairs 
were made to the belfry to keep it 
operational.

In September 1972, Mt. Ver-

non First UMC was remodeling and Hopewell purchased 
17 sections of the old seats. On Nov. 30, 1972, the church 
purchased the current pulpit, two pulpit chairs, the altar rail 
and baptismal font.

From 1973 to 1993, small items were changed or re-
placed in the church but the structure stayed the same. In 
1993, the sandstone foundation and the hand-hewn timbers 
on the east side of the church were starting to decay. The 
layer of decayed wood was shaved to make room for con-
crete and a new roof paid for by donations from the church 
community.

■ Adapted from a church historical sketch from a bulle-
tin celebrating the church’s 150th anniversary celebra-
tion, 2005.   
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Local Church NEWS

Photo courtesy of Betty Orr

The Detroit United Methodist Women have been piecing and making 45 or more quilts of 
various sizes each year. 

These quilts were given to the Warming Center at Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House in East St. Louis.

Pictured from left are: Terri Dunahm, UMW program resource person; Betty Orr, UMW 
president; and Ethel Phillips, UMW vice president. 

Weekly, a group of 12 or more to the Detroit Town Hall to enjoy their sewing, fellowship 
and fun each week. Material is donated by many people within the community. Beulah 
Dunham, age 92, does all the piecing of the blocks.

The United Methodist Women of the Paloma UMC in the LaMoine River 
District, held a fundraiser at last year’s Adams County Fair.

The group displayed and sold craft items, jewelry, scissor holders, home-
made laundry soap, body scrub, crocheted and knitted clothes, embroi-
dered dish towels, towels that will attach to any handle in the kitchen, knit 
scarves, ornamental bird feeders and yard ornaments.

The UMW unit also makes detergent and has compiled its own cookbook.

Janet Wilkey, left,  won a ribbon with beaded bracelets that can be used in-
stead of a chain on one’s medical alert. Opal Gooding, right, the congrega-
tion’s oldest member, made the embroidered dish towels and the towels 
that attached to any handle were made by Dorothy Graham.

The UMW is planning to hold another fundraiser this summer at the fair.

Photos courtesy of Paloma UMC

Savoy UMC caps off Moving Mountains 
campaign, pays off mortgage

SAVOY – The Savoy UMC had much to cel-
ebrate May 3 as the church gathered to mark the 
final mortgage payment check that culminated a 
three-year Moving Mountains campaign.

Although the final payment was made last 
Dec. 24, the May 3 celebration marked the payoff 
of the mortgage 15 years ahead of schedule.

Four years ago, church leaders under the 
pastoral leadership of Rev. Jim McClarey, decided 
to take a leap of faith and to make more progress 
than seemed comfortable or practical.  After 
much prayer, discussion, and consulting, they 
decided to tackle the mortgage that had been 
recently acquired to expand into a new facility. 
The goal was a big one – almost $554,000 – the 
Moving  Mountains Campaign.  At that time the 
church was barely meeting its budget and there 
were serious questions about asking the congrega-
tion for more. Leadership, however, felt that if it 
wasn't worth stepping out with big faith, then it 
wasn't worth doing.  They were right.

Through God’s provision and the generosity of 
the Church family, the entire loan was paid off in 
the next three years!  That’s 15 years early, saving 
approximately $390,000 in interest payments.  
During this time the congregation maintained 
its dedication to local, national and international 
mission projects and increased financial support 
to its spiritual programs.  In addition, 10% of all 
Moving Mountain gifts were allocated to missions 
projects.    

Even though 2011 was a difficult financial 
time for many families, most of the pledges were 
paid in full early, the church continued to grow 
and new pledges were committed to the cam-
paign.  The completion of the Moving Mountains 
Campaign was the result of a large group effort 
and not just one person or even a small group of 
people.  The church prayed, the church worked, 
the church gave, and the church believed that 
God could do what many thought was impossible.  
The campaign might still be going had it not been 
for the generosity of Richard “Dick” Burwash, a 
member of the church who gifted the church with 
the land to build upon.  

The three-year journey really became a faith 
building experience for the church and has helped 
deepen the faith of many and renew the church’s 
vision of God’s greatness.  God has blessed this 
congregation and guided it to complete this 
journey.  The service included music from the 
children, the choir, and the praise band.  District 
Superintendent Rose Booker-Jones was in atten-
dance and served communion and helped burn 
the mortgage.   During the service the church also 
celebrated Jana Waite completing her Lay Speaker 
certification.  No United Methodist celebration 
would be complete without food and all were 
invited to join in a BBQ lunch!

The church has continued to grow and knows 
this will not be the last mountain God move for 
them.  
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To Proclaim and To Heal
Editor’s note: The following is the message delivered by 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Logsdon, IGRC Director of Connectional 
Ministries for the 2015 Prentice Memorial Sermon April 
26 at the Virginia UMC, LaMoine River District.

“Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, 
ye that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence ye are 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged” 
(Isaiah 51:1).

In 1922, Hiram Buck Prentice of Springfield, Ill., 
made a bequest to the Illinois Conference of the Method-
ist Episcopal Church to pay for the expenses of a minister 
of that Conference to preach a sermon on “the Ministry 
and service as exemplified by the lives and labors of pio-
neer preachers of the Illinois Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.”

Ninety-three years later, that’s what I’ve come here to do.
Others have preached the Hiram Buck Prentice ser-

mon before me. 
Last year, the Rev. Richard Chrisman preached a won-

derful sermon on the first two generations of Methodist 
Episcopal preachers in Illinois.

He called it “From One Generation to Another” and 
it was later printed in the August 2014 edition of The Cur-
rent – our conference paper.

Last year Dick shared with you the history. Today I 
want to tell you what it means as we celebrate God’s min-
istry and service as exemplified by the lives and labors of 
those Illinois pioneer preachers.

When that first generation of Methodist Episcopal 
preachers crossed the Wabash and Ohio Rivers into East-
ern and Southern Illinois and began working their way 
north and west, this state was mostly wilderness, popu-
lated primarily by its original inhabitants.

Over a century and half later – in 1955 – Rev. Chris-
man was appointed to his first parish – Flanagan and 
Rooks Creek Methodist Churches located west of Pontiac, 
Illinois. 2 decades after that – in 1975 – I started my 
career at the same parish, though two more churches had 
been added in the meantime. I don’t know how Dick got 
back and forth between his churches in Western Livings-
ton County, Illinois – I used a 1969 Ford LTD – but the 
Pioneer Preachers of Illinois covered their vast circuits on 
horseback.

As Elwell Crissey notes in his book Horse Preacher, 
“When the first Methodist preacher entered that territory in 
the Mississippi River Valley now embraced within the state 
of Illinois, George Washington was President, and when the 
first Methodist circuit riders came, Thomas Jefferson was in 
the White House.” (p. 29).

As Rev. Chrisman told you last year, “The lives of the 
circuit riders were anything but easy. Young preachers 
were advised to remain single, keep every appointment, 
and be always on time, even if it meant risking their necks 
or drowning. In times of foul weather it became a com-
monplace to observe that the weather was so bad “there’s 
nothing out but crows and Methodist preachers.”

The Church of Jesus Christ – especially through its 
various Methodist branches – is a sending church. From 
1st century sandals to 19th century saddles to 21st cen-
tury sedans and SUVs, preachers go where the people are 
to “proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” 

They don’t take God with them – God’s already there 
– but it often takes a preacher to point God out to those 
who do not yet have the eyes of faith to see, saying: 
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 

“Look, the kingdom of God has come near you!”
Those pioneer preachers of Illinois that Dick told 

you about last year believed in a literal heaven and a 
literal hell, but they also understood the hell on earth 
so many people go through, whether facing the chal-
lenges of the frontier or just plain living in a world 
that’s not their home. 

Their sermons were simple, direct, and called 
for immediate action. 

They used scriptures like Luke 12:32, Fear not, little 
flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.

And Ezekiel 18:31: Cast away from you all your trans-
gressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a 
new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of 
Israel?

And Matthew 6:31-33: Therefore take no thought, 
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things 
do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.

And Acts 2:36-39: Therefore let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.”

It was hard work and many pioneer preachers died 
young, but not before taking everyone they could with 
them into the Kingdom of God.

William S. Prentice, father of the founder of this 
series, and Hiram Buck, after whom Hiram Buck Prentice 
was named, were converts to Christ by that first genera-
tion of pioneer preachers and later became preachers 
themselves. Hiram Buck Prentice grew up hearing stories 
of these pioneer preachers of Illinois and he endowed this 
series so that their stories could be told and retold and 
their passion for Christ not be lost to future generations. 

Like the 12 and the 70 sent out by Jesus, they must 
have felt like lambs among wolves: ill-equipped, under-
supplied, overwhelmed by the results of God’s spirit work-
ing through them.

Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us! the 
70 said. 

It was as if a current of electricity ran through the as-
sembly, Illinois pioneer preacher S. R. Beggs wrote of an 
1816 camp meeting,  “. . . setting on fire with love of Jesus 
each soul in divine presence. It was a memorable time; 
the whole camp was convulsed, and the invitation was no 
sooner extended than the mourners came pouring forward 
in a body of prayer till the altar was filled with weeping 
penitents. (quoted in J. Gordon Melton’s Log Cabins to 
Steeples, pp 118-119) 

“Does that impress you?” Christ replies. “Do not re-
joice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.”

Names like Joseph Lillard and Benjamin Young, S. R. 
Beggs and Jesse Walker, William See and Levi Springer, 
Peter Cartwright and Benjamin Young, Joseph Oglesby 
and John Dew, Richard Haney and Jesse Haile, Hiram 
Buck and William S. Prentice, William T. Beadles, James 
L. Crane, and Jesse H. Moore.

The list goes on and on and their legacy has left us 
with churches scattered throughout every hill, hamlet, 
and holler in Northern, Central, and Southern Illinois.

Peter Cartwright put it this way in his Autobiography,
In 1803, or 53 years since, next fall, I started to travel 

and preach the Gospel, being employed by a presiding 
elder, in my eighteenth year. . . .

When I started as a traveling preacher, a single 
preacher was allowed to receive $80 per annum, if his 
circuit would give it to him; but single preachers in those 
days seldom received over $30 or $40,, and often much 
less; and had it not been for a few presents made us by 
the benevolent friends of the Church, and a few dollars 

we made as marriage fees, we must have suffered much 
more than we did. But the Lord provided; and, strange 
as it may appear to the present generation, we got along 
without starving, or going naked. . . . 

I have traveled eleven circuits, and twelve districts; 
have received into the Methodist Episcopal Church, on 
probation and by letter, 10,000; have baptized, of chil-
dren 8,000; of adults, 4,000. I have preached funerals of 
500, …

For 53 years, whenever appointed to a circuit or dis-
trict, I formed a plan, and named every place where and 
when I preached; the number of conversions, of baptisms, 
and the number that joined the Church. From these old 
plans, though there are some imperfections, yet I can 
come very near stating the number of times that I have 
tried to preach. For 20 years of my early ministry, I often 
preached twice a day, and sometimes three times. We sel-
dom ever had, in those days, more than one rest day in a 
week; so that I feel very safe in saying that I preached four 
hundred times a year. This would make, in twenty years, 
eight thousand sermons. For the last thirty-three years, 
I think I am safe in saying that I have averaged four 
sermons a week, or at least two hundred sermons a year, 
making, in thirty-three years, 6,600. Total, 14,600. . . .

And now I must draw this imperfect history of my life 
to a close. I am in the seventy-second year of my natural 
life. . . . I have outlived all my early bishops; I have out-
lived every presiding elder that I ever had when on cir-
cuits; and I have outlived hundreds and thousands of my 
contemporary ministers and members, as well as juniors, 
and still linger on the mortal shores. Though all these 
have died, they shall live again, and by the grace of God 
I shall live with them in heaven forever. Why I live, God 
only knows. I certainly have toiled and suffered enough to 
kill a thousand men, but I do not complain. Thank God 
for health, strength, and grace, that have borne me up, 
and borne me on. Thank God that during my long and 
exposed life as a Methodist preacher, I have never been 
overtaken with any scandalous sin, though my shortcom-
ings and imperfections have been without number.

Pray for me, that my sun may set without a cloud, 
and that I may be counted worthy to obtain a part in 
the first resurrection, and may, O may I meet you all in 
Heaven. Farewell, till we meet at the judgment. (Autobi-
ography of Peter Cartwright, pp. 338-340)

Do you want to honor these pioneer preachers? Then 
join me in telling their stories to the next generation, as 
Hiram Buck Prentice has helped us do for the past 93 
years. But if you really want to honor them, then join 
them in spreading scriptural holiness throughout the 
land!

“ … faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God,” the Bible tells us in Romans 10, verse 17.

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 
same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all 
who call upon him, it says in Romans 10, verses 12-14.

For, “every one who calls upon the name of the Lord 
will be saved.”

But how are men to call upon him in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without a 
preacher? (RSV)

Thank God for the lives and labors of the pioneer 
preachers of Illinois! Thank God for their 21st Century 
successors with their iPhones, iPads, and Internet! 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns. (Isaiah 52:7, NRSV) 

Thank you, God, for these pioneer preachers 
of Illinois. May we carry their torch to the next 
generation and set this world on fire for You! In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Conference NEWS

Ninety golfers braved the spring showers to raise $20,000 for the Making Dreams Pos-
sible Scholarships for Africa University May 15.

Dr. James Salley, vice president for institutional advancement for Africa University, 
was among those in attendance at the Fourth Annual Bishops’ Open.

A foursome from Beardstown First United Methodist Church was the winning team. 
Members of the group, include Wayne Knight, Duane Hendricker, Larry Knight and 
Dan McClenning. They are joined in the photo by Rich Straub, chair of the Africa 
University committee; Sally and Bishop Jonathan D. 
Keaton.

The foursome of Chet Travis, Ed Simpson, Ernie 
Engstrom and Keith Luymes placed second, although 
they are not necessarily listed as pictured.

The foursome of Jim Reed, John Hamilton, Gary Bacon 
and Wally Carlson placed third.

Individual awards went to: Krista Price for the longest 
women’s drive; Oren Pomeroy for longest men’s drive; 
and Bob Bevill for longest putt. 

1ST PLACE

2ND PLACE
3RD PLACE

Golf outing brings in $20,000 for 
Africa University Scholarships

Dan McClenning. They are joined in the photo by Rich Straub, chair of the Africa 
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Path 1 Resident serving at Fairview Heights Christ
Zach Dunlap from the Detroit Annual 

Conference who has been identified to be ap-
pointed as a planter to start a new campus of 
a church in suburban Detroit, will be spend-
ing the next year in residency at Fairview 
Heights Christ UMC as part of the Path 1, 
a ministry of Discipleship Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church.

Pictured seated is Zach Dunlap. Standing, 
from left to right are Larry Weber, director 

of campus development for Christ Church; 
Doug Ruffle, associate executive director of 
Path1/New Church Starts of Discipleship 
Ministries; Dirk Elliott, director of New Faith 
Communities and Congregational Develop-
ment for the Detroit Conference; and Mike 
Crawford, IGRC Coordinator of Congrega-

tional Development.
Elliott asked North Central Jurisdic-

tion developers what church might serve as 
a good mentoring congregation. Fairview 
Heights Christ was suggested as a possibility, 
and Shane Bishop (not pictured) and Larry 
Weber, Director of Campus Development, 
were excited to serve as mentors for Zack in 
the residency. 

Fairview Heights Christ was recently 
named the third 
fastest growing 
congregation in The 
United Methodist 
Church.

Path 1 is creat-
ing partnerships 
with annual confer-
ence to fund these 
residencies which 
help address the 
denomination’s need 
to increase the num-
ber of young and 
diverse clergy under 
35 years of age. The 
host church pro-
vides mentoring and 

ministry opportunities for the resident for 
one year. The residencies are designed to help 
The United Methodist Church plant vital, 
new large impact churches with a relevant, 
contextual, outward focus on ministries and 
mission.

Photo courtesy of Mike Crawford 

Two participants engage 
in Christian conferenc-
ing during the Christian 
Response to Violence
seminar hosted jointly by 
the Sangamon River Dis-
trict and the Peacemakers 
group of Springfield Laurel 
UMC.

Curriculum for the seminar 
came out of legislation 
passed by the 2013 Annual 
Conference session which included a call to "pastors and lay leadership 
of local churches and other mission stations ... exercise their teaching 
role" and that the Conference provide "encouragement and resources...
for developing opportunities to explore, discuss, and dialogue about 
the spiritual and ethical issues related to the growing presence of vio-
lence in our society and communities."

The seminar leadership for this session were pictured, below from left, 
retired pastors Rev. Howard Daughenbaugh and Rev. Miley Palmer, 
Mary Kay Mace and Rev. Sara Isbell.

A similar event 
is being planned 
for the Iroquois 
River District in 
the fall. 

Course curricu-
lum can be found 
on the IGRC web-
site at: www.igrc.
org/violence.
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