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EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT  2014  MEETING DATES 

 

    June 13  Day Apart/Mission    Shelbyville First  
 

    July 16  District Executive Team Meeting  Newton Grace UMC 
 

    Aug 1-3 & 3-6 Mission u     Northfield Inn,  
           Springfield 
    Sept.  16  District Annual Meeting   Neoga Grace UMC 
 

    Oct. 18   Conference Annual Meeting   Savoy UMC 
 

    Oct. 25  District Officers Update   Chatham UMC   
 

    Nov. 7   Local Officers Update    TBA 
 

    Dec. 10  District Officer’s Christmas Luncheon Flourishes in Shelbyville 
 

(District Meetings, Executive Team, Conference Events) 
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What’s Inside” 



President:   Carol Kessler 
 
 

 
All this beauty of spring also puts spring in my steps as I think of the  many ways 
I can happily serve God, women, children and youth.  Yes,  the weeds need taken 
care of and the nice green grass needs mowing, but it is a pleasure to take care of 
these blessings we are given and the feeling we get to take care of them. Even in 
duller season of late winter, it was always great to meet with your smiling faces 
at our two previous district meetings.   

 I hear from Louella, our treasurer, of units already achieving the level of a Rainbow Unit.  I 
have seen the many efforts from Altamont and Effingham with our district meetings, and of 
Willow Hill and Humboldt for our Leadership Team meetings. I have witnessed the involvement of 
those who attended the meetings to actively take in and give out on the topic at hand.  Boy, are we 
involved in learning and doing.  Is this not God’s work? But I have to tell you, I really refer to things 
that I don’t have to do “PLAY.”  They are what are not required of us as a person on earth or 
following the law.  It is not anything that we do to benefit ourselves like a job that brings in money 
for our welfare. So I see it as “PLAY.”  Play is fun but can be time consuming as well.  But what we 
do for the benefit of others doesn’t need to be a drag for us.  It is a mindset which I wish to keep as 
I go about what I believe in. I like to see us playing together. 
 Come and play along with us a “The Roma of Europe” Mission Study on June 13 at 
Shelbyville First UMC with Marlene Cummins. Reservations are due to Carol Kessler by June 6.   
Especially if you do not attend Mission u with this study to pass on to your members locally to 
achieve the goal you can check off on your Goal Sheet, you can attend this day to get your four 
hours completed.   
 Please make sure you have on your calendar to attend the September District Annual 
Meeting at Neoga Grace UMC.  News will be forthcoming in your Shepherdess Letter after the 
Leadership Team meeting mid-July.  Sharon Davis is working (of playing) with the plans for giving 
you a great day that will fulfill our Purpose. It will be important to have the 2015 officers at this 
meeting, as you will be asked to have lunch with the district officer for the specific positions for 
training and/or sharing among yourselves. 
  As the leader of the district team, I welcome suggestions for improvement of our Embarras 
River District and invite you to our meetings.  The next one will take place on July 16 at Newton 
Grace UMC with fellowship starting at 9 and the meeting starting at 9:30.  As lunch will be served 
by the Newton unit, I do need to know in advance of your attending. 
Now, go have fun playing with the talents and responsibilities your have as a member of United 
Methodist Women.   
     
 
 

Websites useful to UMW Units 
 

Cunningham Children’s Home: www.cunninghamhome.org 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House: www.lessiebatesdavis.org 

UMW websites: www.umwmission.org and www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
Action Alert (newsletter): www.gbgm-umw.org 

  Midwest Distribution Center:  www.office@midwestmissiondc.org 

President:   Carol Kessler 
PO Box 321         Shelbyville, IL 62565       (217)774-5318     dckess@consolidated.net 

http://www.lessiebatesdavis.org/
http://www.umwmission.org/
http://www.unitedmethodist/
http://www.office@midwestmissiondc.org/
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Make It Happen!  
 Hi, ladies!  I just got back from an exciting Assembly 2014, where the theme 
was “Make It Happen”.  That’s exactly what United Methodist Women do; we make it 
happen through mission work!   
 A major emphasis of our work continues to be on health care for women and 
children and youth, as it has been since we were founded in the 1800’s.  In 1869, our 

foremothers sent Dr. Clara Swain to India to provide medical care to women.  She was the first fully 
accredited woman physician ever sent out by a missionary society to a non-Christian area of the world.  
Through the years, United Methodist Women have built hospitals and clinics around the world and 
trained local women to serve as doctors, nurses and healthcare workers.  Your mission work supports 
these important efforts and many others that aim to improve the lives of those in need.   
 How is Embarras River District UMW doing so far this year?  Our District and its thirty-one units 
and four at-large members have pledged to give $35,000 for missions in 2014.  As of April 30th, we have 
collected $8,313.97 in the five mission giving channels.  We are well on our way, but have a long way to 
go to make our District pledge.   
 If every unit meets their pledge (total given in the five channels), we will still be nearly $15,000 
short unless everyone works to give more than they pledged.  After your unit meets its pledge and/or 
pays more than last year if you are working for a Rainbow mission-giving award, please continue giving 
to missions through Mission Pennies, Coins for Coffee or Treat Dollars.  The need grows greater every 
year and every penny counts, ladies!   
 Four units have already given in all five channels!  Congratulations to Altamont, Effingham 
Centenary, Falmouth and Humboldt units for being fully diversified givers so early in the year!  Keep up 
the good work!  I’d love to be able to list the rest of our units here in the next newsletter!   
 Do you know how much your unit has given for missions to date?  I will be sending mission 
giving updates to all the local Treasurers at the beginning of June to help you plan your mission work 
for the rest of the year.  If you need info before then, call or email me.  Your final remittance is due to 
me by November 20th.  (Funds received after that date will count as part of next year’s giving.)   
 If possible, please send your $15 Mission u (formerly School of Christian Missions) donations 
soon.  Mission u begins August 1st.  This year’s theme will be: “It is Well With My Soul”.  Hope to see 
you there!                                                                                           Blessings to you! 
 
 
 

(ERD is searching for someone to fill this position, please contact Carol) 
  

Due to illness, Doris MacDonald has resigned this position.  We thank Doris 
for her service to Embarras River District UMW and pray that her health 
will improve.   
 
Mission u is about learning and I have started to read the books. The Spiritual 
Growth Study book  How is It With Your Soul? , has already given me actions to 
ponder in my growth spiritually.  I can but imagine how much more growth will 

Treasurer:  Louella Christensen 
200 E. Wurl Lane      Altamont, Il 62411     (618) 315-8020)        mail2lou@mac.com 

 

Education and Interpretation  
(ERD is searching for someone to fill this position, please contact Carol) 

 
            
 



happen with study leader Glory Dhamaraj and with fellow sisters in our sharing.  The Roma of 
Europe study is offered for the second year and is eye-opening to the plight of the people we often 
call gypsies.  The new study on the current issue of The Church and People with Disabilities has a 
book I will start reading soon and I feel will help me in my local church and as a Christian 
concerned for others.  This summer will be my eleventh year of attendance.  I pray that all of you 
can have a great experience as Mission u is if you have never.  Scholarships are available for first-
time attendees with the deadline for the application being June 15.  Brochures were in the officer 
packets at the Spring Meeting and in each folder of those in attendance.   

(This article was contributed by Carol Kessler.) 

Nurture, Outreach 
 
 
 

 
Due to illness, Joanne Downs has resigned this position.  We thank Joanne 
for her many years of service to Embarras River District UMW and pray 
that her health will improve.  
  
At the Mission Study on June 13 at Shelbyville First UMC, grooming supplies for 
area shelters will be collected as in the past.   Three area locations that work with 
woman and children in need will benefit from your gifts of shampoo, soap, 

toothpaste and the like.   
 We can help each other also, by sharing our successes with each other and those that we 
come into contact with on a daily or weekly basis.  It is a way of sharing the good things that we 
enjoy as a Christian woman and especially as a member of United Methodist Women. Let us know 
through writing an article for the Embarras Eddy about these successes of your unit by sending 
them along to Jane Casey.    Pictures may be included  

(This article was contributed by Carol Kessler.) 

 

 
 
 
   
 Have you ever wondered when the Reading Program began?   
The earliest reference to a reading plan is found in April 1870, in the Heathen Women’s 
Friend,   the magazine of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.  An editorial urges that missionary reading circles be formed in every society.  Each 
month a member was to read materials on mission and report the highlights to the circle. 
 Believing that reading was a critical part of mission education, the program was 
continued in the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches. 
 The Program went ecumenical in 1900 When the United Mission Study for Women’s Society appointed a 
committee to select 10 interdenominational mission study books annually. 
 Seven years later a Missionary Reading Department was authorized.  Within eight years there were 134 
“missionary Libraries.”    Reading Circles became a requirement for Evangelical women’s missionary groups. Many 
conferences included the Reading Program as a requirement for Mission Today units. 
 When the Evangelical Assoc. and United Brethrens merged in 1946 (Evangelical United Brethren Church), 
the Women’s society of World Service had a reading plan which required about 30 books in the categories: Spiritual 
Life, Christian Social Relations, and Missionary Education.    

Program Resources:  Joan Miller 
1276 E 600 North Road             Mode, IL   62444                 (217) 774-4390                        

Membership, Nurture, Outreach  
(ERD is searching for someone to fill this position, please contact Carol) 

            
 



 When the Woman’s Society of Christian Service was formed in 1939, the Woman’s division decided to 
concentrate on mission study programs instead of a reading program.  But, when the Evangelical United Brethren 
and Methodist Churches united in 1968, both the Reading Program and mission studies were included.  In 1972 
when we became United Methodist Women, both the Reading Program and mission studies were included as 
essentials of mission education.  
 Today, the Reading Program offers many books per year, some in large print or Spanish and some for 
children and youth.  Annually, over 40,000 UMW members report that they have completed one of the four Reading 
plans as they continue to expand our concepts of mission and become whole persons in Christ.     

(Ed. note: Article is based on “Pages from the past” by Marion Baker from the Response, December 1979) 

                                                                                                                                                                       

 
 
 

 
 Welcome to the newest member of the Executive Team: Searoba Mascher 
who has accepted the responsibilities of the coordinator of spiritual growth for the 
ERD UMW.   
 She will be the shepherdess for the Marshall Emmanuel/Zion, Oakland, and 
Marshall First units.   Thank you for accepting the position. 

 
  

 
                         In March Mary Wright,  
                                              ERD Spiritual Growth  
                                              Coordinator,  lost her 
                     battle with cancer.   
                                             We extend our sympathy 
                                              to her family and friends. 
                  We will miss you, Mary.  
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 

 
After you received the February “Eddy” we learned of several changes in member 
information.  Presidents have received the changes from their shepherdesses.  Please note 
these changes in your directory.  Also, please let me know if you have changes in information 
or if an officer does not receive a newsletter.  
  We (Executive Team) had hoped that some of your units would share your activities 
in this issue, consider sending your ideas for the August Issue…..deadline is August 6.  

Pictures are appreciated.   
  A special thanks to President Carol for providing articles for the offices that have no coordinator.   
 

Spiritual Growth:  Searoba Mascher 
15776 N Oakcrest Rd     Marshall, IL  62411      (217) 826-2530       smascher@frontier.com 

Communications:  Jane Casey 
12740 E. State Hwy. 33    Newton, Il  62448     (618)783-2534     casey.larry.jane@gmail.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

From Jo: Please keep in 
mind that the District 
project for this year is to 
fully fund the Chapel.  It is 
a wonderful facility and it’s 
hard to imagine CCH 
without it.  Marge Stout, 

conference UMW president, has offered to 
provide a musical presentation for your 
church or unit including a special offering 
which will go to the new educational and 
recreational building.  Contact her at 2090 
Center Staff Rd. Illiopolis, IL 62539, 217 
486-6031, isew825@comcast.net. 
Thanks so much for the gifts for 
Cunningham that were brought to the 
Spring Meeting. We had a very good 
response.   

(Your District Reps for Cunningham would be 
happy to attend a meeting of your local unit.) 

From Bessie:  I hope that you 
were able to attend the Spring 
meeting in Effingham on April 
15th.  The units in our District 
were very generous with your 
gifts for Cunningham.  Bernice 
Dallas, Annual Fund Specialist 
for Cunningham shared her story of hope at 
Cunningham.  She told how Cunningham is still 
giving to hope to the young people who are 
being served at Cunningham.  Cunningham has 
been serving and giving Hope to young people 
since Joseph and Mary Cunningham gave their 
to United Methodist women in 1895.  We , as 
UNM can help Cunningham Children’s Home by 
praying for the Staff of Cunningham and the 
youth being served, by  becoming foster 
parents and being generous with our gifts and 
offerings.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House is having a BBQ 
Fundraiser on Saturday, June 14, 2014 at the Mary E. 
Brown Community Center, 606 South 15th St., East St. 
Louis, IL.  Doors open at 10a.m. and lunch will be served 
at 11a.m.  Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 per child 
under 12.  Need tickets?  Call 618-874-0777  If you cannot 
attend, you could send a donation to support the work in 

East St. Louis.  Al the proceeds from the BBQ will benefit LBDNH and will support many of 
their programs, including:    
            .  High quality early childhood education and child care service. 
            .  Anti-violence prevention programs for teens in structured after-school programs 

Cunningham Home Representative 
    Jo Sanders                                                          Bessie Slifer      

  22620 E. US Hwy 40      2194 E. 300
 
North Rd                 

  Marshall, IL 62441      Mode, IL 62444   

         (217) 826-6096         (217) 774-4887   

         jws62441@gmail.com                           bessieslifer@hofnetinc.com 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House  
Nancy Sperry                                                Sheryl Brandenburg          

                                212 E. South St                                             560 E. 5
th

 

                                Nokomis, IL 62075                                             Neoga, IL 62447 

                               (217) 563-2950                                              (217) 895-3115                             

                               nlsperry@consolidated.net 

mailto:isew825@comcast.net
tel:618-874-0777
mailto:jws62441@gmail.com
mailto:bessieslifer@hofnetinc.com


            .  Programs that help parents learn parenting strategies and life skills. 
            .  A safe and nuturing adult day care for elderly persons who cannot be alone during    
               the day. 
            .  Emergency services to those facing crises in housing, food or medical care. 
  
  

ANNUAL BOOK BAG GIVEAWAY --  The bookbag giveaway has been a tremendous 
resource for many families within the community.  LBDNH is asking for monetary donations to 
purchase the needed supplies to fill book bags with the necessary school supplies.  Please 
help a child start off the school year with a smile. $10 Sponsors ONE Bookbag, $25 Sponsors 
THREE Bookbags, $50 Sponsors SEVEN Bookbags, $100 Sponsors TWELVE 
Bookbags  Maybe your UMW unit could give to this worthy endeavor. 
 
 

 
 
 
Our organization of United Methodist Women is a community of women who are talented and giving 
women with a purpose. To affectively complete that purpose to its best, many are needed to do their 
part.  
 

Oh, yes, we are all busy with family, friends, jobs and our own churches, serving in many capacities. But 
I ask, it is your turn to give a little bit more, perhaps one day every month or two to fulfill an office at 
the district level?  If health is an issue, it is understood that you cannot plan ahead for that.  We will 
take you on those planned days when it is one of your better days.  If you go south for the winter, we 
have past officers who have very successfully communicated with us from a distance, being more 
active when home.  We are understanding women.   
 

As you are also a Christian woman who understands the district level need and can take a bit of 
responsibility, sharing the load, we want you.  We have had one death and two who had to resign for 
health reasons.  For the remainder of this year we have positions as coordinators for Social Action and 
Membership, Nurture and Outreach, Education and Interpretation and as a member of the 
Nominations committee.  Please check your handbook for descriptions of those offices. If in doubt 
about what we do at the district level, nominations is a good place to start. With fewer responsibilities, 
you can begin to learn what goes on at our district leadership team meetings as we take actions in 
planning for your interests at the district meetings and for you locally. 
 

I must also say that we DO enjoy our time with each other and care for each other’s welfare.  Let Carol 
Kessler know your willingness to serve along with us. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nominations 
(Contact Carol Kessler, president, to volunteer.) 

Spring district meeting:     Left: SWAN Representative, Speaker       Center: Executive Team Skit with  
Marjorie Stout         Right: IGRC President Marjorie Stout. 



Embarras River District                                                                                                                                                                                               
United Methodist Women                                                                                      
c/o Jane Casey                                                                                                           
12740 E. State Hwy. 33                                                                                    
Newton, IL 62448                                                                                                    
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Embarras River District UMW Mission Study 
(Counts as the 4 hour mission study on your Goal Sheet) 

 

 “The Roma of Europe,”  
 

presented by:  Marlene Cummins 
 

June 13, 2014       9:30 - 2:30 
 

Shelbyville First UMC 
205 W. Main 

 

Bring donations of grooming supplies for area shelters.  
 

 

Registration Deadline is June 6, 2014 
Carol Kessler, P.O. Box 321, Shelbyville, IL 62565  
Make checks for $7.00 per person payable to “ERD UMW” 

 


