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Fall Meeting of Iroquois River District United Methodist Women 
Saturday, September 24, 2016  (9 am-2 pm) 

Sullivan First United Methodist Church 

216 W. Jefferson, Sullivan, IL 

 
Love gifts:  Cunningham Children’s Home—books for classroom (see p. 7 for details.) 

                    Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House—soap, wash cloths, hand towels 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Iroquois River District UMW Fall Meeting Registration 

Local Unit Name:______________________________# Attending:**_______ 

            **Please attach a list of names of those attending this meeting** 

Contact Person:_________________________________Phone:___________ 

# of Lunch Reservations @ $9_____________Amt. Enclosed:____________ 

Please make checks payable to Sullivan UMW and send by September 19 

to Susan Connor, 1431 CR 800N, Sullivan, IL 61951. 

Phone: 217-259-1649    Email: radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

 
Child care is available (8:30-3:00) at no cost for infants—10  years.  Bring a sack lunch 
but NO peanut butter or nut products please. 
 
#of children_____________  Ages___________________________________ 

 

“GRANDMA’S ROCKING CHAIR” 
Presented by Rev. Lori Bultemeier 

Christian Life Coordinator 

The Baby Fold 

Biography on page 10 
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From the Fox Den 
“I will give thanks to the Lord with my 
whole heart.  I will tell of your wonderful 
deeds.”                                  Psalm 9:1 
 
OUR PLAYS 
In our Mission Today Reports we have 
Stars who have done the following: 
 
Used the Prayer Calendar at each 
meeting to pray for mission personnel 
and projects, 
 
At least two members subscribed to 
and/or read Response Magazine, 
 
Used at least two programs from the 
UMW Program Book during the year, 
 
Conducted at least one mission study 
during the year, 
 
Initiated a new or expanded already 
existing Local Ministry Program which 
benefits, women, children and youth, 
 
Made a Pledge to Mission, 
 
Received Five Star recognition by con-
tributing to all five channels of mission 
giving, 
 

Implemented the Charter for Racial 
Justice Policies in at least one way  
during the year. 
 
We are on the downside of 2016.  
Check your items for the Love, Joy and 
Hope categories for your Goal Report 
and be ready to report by January 1, 
2017.  We can do eight stars. 
 
OUR SHOWS 
Some resources to use in our programs 
are: 
 
To show our history, 
To show we have a goal, vision and 
purpose, 
To show we are a multiracial organiza-
tion—Charter for Racial Justice, 
To show we are involved in mission 
through giving and prayer—Prayer Cal-
endar, 
To show how to present our work 
through programs—United Methodost 
Women’s Program Book, 
To show how we give, 
To show how we learn—mission     
studies, 
To show how we grow spiritually—
UMW Bible and Spiritual Growth. 

 

COMING SOON 

On Saturday, September 24 we are 

having our Fall Meeting at Sullivan 

UMC.  A big day is planned for you with 

a speaker from The Baby Fold.  There 

will be an election and installation of 

new officers for 2017, and, my last 

meeting as your District President. 

 

“For I know the plans I have for us says 

the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 

for harm, to give you a future with 

hope.”                            Jeremiah 29:11 

           United Methodist Women’s Bible 

 

 

Becky Fox, President 

203 Misty Cove 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-352-3759                                                                                                                                                                                       

fox_rebecca@att.net 

 

 

                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dicksie Blankenship, Coordinator 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach 

999 Route 10 West, Apt. 14 

Clinton, IL 61727-4940 

217-357-4940 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com 

               Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Hello Ladies, 

As I sit here thinking of what our UMW 

units have been doing so far this year, I 

feel so blessed to be working with you.  

As you remember I always say get out 

and meet new members for our units. 

 

But with all that is going on in our world 

we know we have to help one another 

in missions—just by being a friend. 

 

So always remember to welcome the 

new and old friends to come out and  

join us at our meetings and become a 

working member. 

 

Enough of my thinking.  I’m looking 

forward to our Fall Meeting on  

September 24.   Be sure to send me 

your nomination for Woman of the 

Year.  And just keep thinking December 

31st, the day to send your membership 

numbers so I can send them on to New 

York.  The membership counting form 

was in the officer’s packet at the Spring 

Meeting. 

I’ll see you on September 24! 

Blessings, 
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Goings with Towne 
The Sullivan United Methodist Women 
are preparing for the Iroquois River 
District United Methodist Women’s Fall 
event.  The meeting at Sullivan United 
Methodist Church Sullivan, Illinois will 
begin 9:00 am Saturday, September 24, 
2016.  The Sullivan United Methodist 
Women are a significant model in rela-
tion to hosting and enhancing a great 
happening.  This group of women are 
mentors for any UMW who would ap-
preciate having a more in-depth knowl-
edge base about the nuts and bolts of 
preparing for and implementing a won-
derful event. 
 
The special program speaker is Lori 
Bultemeier, Christian Life Coordinator 
for The Baby Fold located in Blooming-
ton, Illinois.  I am confident her presen-
tation will provide educational and infor-
mational elements about The Baby 
Fold and upon Lori’s completion you 
will most definitely feel inspired.  
 
The Baby Fold’s website provides an 
introduction to their specific working 
concept via definition of their Mission, 
Vision, and Values.   
 
The Baby Fold Mission:  The Baby 
Fold embodies Christian principles to 
help families and children develop the 
hope, courage, and love they need to 
become whole and healthy.  
 
The Baby Fold Vision:  Transform 
children’s lives through strong family 
and community partnerships. 
 
The Baby Fold Values:  John Wesley 
stated, “Do all the good you can, By all 
the means you can, In all the ways you 
can, In all the places you can, At all the 
times you can, To all the people you 
can, As long as ever you can.” This 
statement of John Wesley, considered 
the founder of the United Methodist 
Church, is a fitting and appropriate in-
troduction to this list of important values 
for The Baby Fold.  Wesley aptly cap-

tured the essence of our culture by put-
ting these words together, as they de-
scribe the environment around which 
our agency values can exist and thrive 
and be lived out each day. 
 

1. Respect: Humankind, created 
in God’s image, has inherent 
value and dignity and is worthy 
of respect. We value, listen to, 
are kind to, and encourage 
others. 

2. Integrity: Trusting relation-
ships are formed through the 
integration of honesty and 
competence. We are truthful, 
honest and capable. 

3. Teamwork: God calls us to be 
in relationship with Him and 
with one another. We find 
common ground, are consider-
ate, seek partnerships, and 
listen to understand each 
other. 

4. Excellence: Our expertise is 
demonstrated by skill and con-
fidence that we provide clients 
and co-workers with service 
that exceeds their expecta-
tion.   We strive to learn, to 
grow, and improve by giving 
our best to all and offering 
help to others. 

5. Stewardship: Our funds, 
property, and human re-
sources are given to us in trust 
from God. We make the best 
possible use and avoid waste 
or abuse of all of our re-
sources. 

6. Diversity:  We are committed 
to supporting and maintaining 
a culture of diversity and inclu-
sion.  Having diverse employ-
ees, business partners and 
community relationships is 
vital to fostering quality pro-
grams for the children and 
families we serve. 

 

How The Baby Fold intervenes is 
discussed in the following brief 
statement:  The Baby Fold specializes 
in working with children and youth who 
have severe emotional and behavioral 
disorders and the interventions include 
their families. The Baby Fold has many 
services it can wrap around a child and 
their family to help them achieve family 
wellbeing and stability. The Baby Fold’s 
focus is on improving the lives of chil-
dren and families through the provision 
of foster care and adoption ser-
vices, residential treatment, special 
education, and a variety of services-
through family and community services. 
We never give up on a child! 
 
Reference:  thebabyfold.org 
Cheryl Towne 
Vice President  
1109 Lake Ridge Road 
Danville, Illinois 61832-1611 
217-391-6609 Home 
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Education & Interpretation 

Happy Summer, Dear Workers for the 

Lord! 

We are in the center of the days we 

dream of in the winter and “glisten 

through” in the summer. Activities keep 

us busy, work is a constant, and relax-

ing just a little should be a priority.  Our 

lives are full and time passes in amaz-

ing speed.  Have you ever been in the 

midst of all this summer bliss and felt 

out of sorts?  I know I have; so have 

numerous people all around you.  I’d 

like to extend a challenge to you today.  

Look into the eyes of those around you.  

Give them a smile, a compliment, an 

encouragement, a helping hand.  Find 

something to celebrate with each won-

derful person you encounter.  Let’s re-

member the words to one of our favor-

ite children’s songs:  Red and yellow, 

black and white; they are precious in 

His sight!  Show your gratitude and 

God’s love for especially those who 

look like they need a hug! 

 

My mother and mother-in-law taught 

me this lesson years ago—not with 

words, but by example. They would 

carry-on over every little thing I did or  

 

 

 

someone else did for them!   They ran-

domly greeted people they met at the 

store to admire something or try to  

make them laugh!  After they passed 

away, I really felt the loss of my favorite 

cheerleaders.  I vowed to make it my 

personal challenge to uplift others as 

they did me.    

 

God calls us to be available to those he 

puts before us.  He makes it easier to 

remain cheerful and flexible in other-

wise frustrating situations.  He puts the 

warmth in all of our hearts to reach out 

to the hurting and afraid, the lonely and 

forgotten, the insecure and the brazen.  

Remember all those cards you have in 

the drawer that you were always going 

to send?  It is time to get them out and 

get them on their way! ( I am terrible 

about this!)  Smiles and kind words are 

very soothing to those working so hard 

to make life easier for us.  Here is an 

extra challenge if you are feeling really 

strong—treat the people closest to you 

in the same way.  Sometimes I forget 

my family—especially my husband—is 

my best friend.  Express gratitude 

abundantly and love continually!! 

 

 

 

All this is based upon our being in tune 

with God: listening, watching, extending 

His Word, His love, His peace, His ac-

ceptance.  My challenge for myself and  

all of us centers around Hebrews 13:2:  

Don’t forget to be kind to strangers for  

some who have done this have enter-

tained angels without realizing it!   

Have a blessed summer!  We pray you 

will join us in all the planned opportuni-

ties the ladies are bringing before you 

in our district.   Pray also for insight into 

what you can do to assist our leader-

ship group. 

 

In God’s Love, 

Carolyn Paullin 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330E 300N Rd 

Bellflower, IL 61724 

309-722-3339 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net 

Dear Friends,  

This will be my last letter as a district 

officer.  I have served for many years in 

various offices in both this district and 

before that in the Vermilion River Dis-

trict.  It has been both an honor and a 

joy.  The friends I have made and the 

blessings I have received are wonderful 

and far outweigh any efforts I have put 

into serving.  I would encourage any 

and all of you to consider taking an 

office if asked.  You never know what 

you can do until you try.  There is  

always help from others in the group to 

make you feel welcome and a part of 

something bigger than you.  I would 

encourage every unit to keep using the 

Prayer Calendar and the Cunningham 

Prayer-A-Day Calendar.  These are 

great ways to feel connected to the 

work of the UMW and the missionaries 

around the world who are serving in our 

name.  I have been doing this for years 

and feel like many of them are old 

friends.  Let us pray for our nominating 

committee as they seek women to fill  

our offices.  And please take advantage 

of the opportunities to learn about our 

mission in this world. 

 

With love and prayers, 

 

Roberta Sterrenberg 

P. O. Box 486 

Piper City, IL 60959 

815-686-2771 
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                                                    Social Action 
2016 UMW Personal Growth Seminar 
and Local Officer Update Theme: 
Transform the Face of Maternal and 
Child Health - Too Many Dying Preg-
nant Women and Infants. 
 
 A woman dies during pregnancy or 
childbirth every two minutes. For every 
1000 babies that are born, six die dur-
ing their first year in the United States. 
Complications during childbirth are one 
of the leading causes of death of ado-
lescent girls.  

 

The Maternal and Child Health  is the 

theme for the IRD UMW Personal 

Growth Seminar to be held on Satur-

day, Nov. 5, 2016 from 9 – 1 p.m. at 

Newman United Methodist Church in 

Newman, IL. Kay Fisher, an officer   

 

 

 

 

from the UMW Conference, will lead us 

in a discussion of this vital topic.   

While we may no longer be in the baby 

making business, we may have chil-

dren, grandchildren, or good friends 

who could be appreciative of knowl-

edge gleaned from this seminar.  This 

also is a topic of great importance af-

fecting women around the world.   

 

The morning will start with light refresh-

ments followed by devotions.  The ma-

ternal health seminar will be the topic of 

the morning.  During our lunch (cost by 

donation) we will sit at tables by your 

local office to receive updated informa-

tion with your particular office.  If you 

currently do not hold an office at the  

 

 

 

 

local you will sit together to share more 

about this topic. 

No reservations are necessary but con-

tact pat@bnpdavis.com with any   

questions. 

 

Pat Davis 

Social Action Coordinator 

3204 Ridge Park Rd. 

Urbana, IL  61802 

217-344-2075 

pat@bnpdavis.com 

Program Resources 
Hi Ladies! 

I hope you all are enjoying the 2016 

Reading Program selections.  Did you 

know that you can receive credit for 

reading the Mission Study books from 

mission U?  I will try to have some   

copies available for purchase at the 

District Fall Meeting.  The following list 

shows the book titles with the corre-

sponding categories. 

 

Spiritual Growth Study:  “”The Bible 

and Human Sexuality”  (Spiritual 

Growth) 

Geographic Study:  “Latin America:  

People and Faith” (Education for     

Mission) 

 

 

 

 

Issue Study:  “Climate Justice”  (Social 

Action) 

 

 

 

 

I hope to see you at the Fall Meeting in 

Sullivan on September 24.  I will have 

copies of a selection of the 2016 books, 

the 2017 books (if they are available)  

as well as the 2017 Prayer Calendar 

and the 2016-17 Program Book.   

Remember that the Prayer Calendar is 

for the calendar year 2017 and the Pro-

gram Book begins with a program for 

September 2016 and continues into 

2017.  If you have any questions about 

the Reading Program, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me.   

 

Blessings and Happy Reading! 

 

Terry Benson 

2604 Coppertree Rd 

Champaign, IL 61822 

217-355-8924 

bbenson217@gmail.com 



Page 6                                                                                                                                                            The Beacon 

The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Methodist Women.  Editor: Kay McCoy, Communications Coordinator, 217-351-9106, 

Email: mccoy18@comcast.net.  The Beacon is published to report and inform UMW of district and conference programs.  For more information visit the Iroquois 

River District web site (www.igrc.org/iroquoisriver) and click on the UMW link. 

Treasury Notes 
Hello Ladies, 

I hope you are all having a wonderful 

summer!  Things are going well with the 

district finances.  As usual we always 

need your most diligent efforts in order 

to meet our annual pledge.  It’s pretty 

early in the year to have a good grasp 

on where we are, but it will certainly 

take all of us working hard to get those 

mission dollars in.  You are all so gen-

erous with your time, talents and   

treasures, such a blessing. 

A note to all unit treasurers….Please 

be aware that as of August 1, 2016 

my new address for remittances will 

be: 

MaryBess Gordon 

604 W. Springfield Ave 

Champaign, IL 61820 

 

As always, please let me know if you 

have any questions when preparing 

your remittances or about UMW giving 

in general. 

Also, please be sure to bring your unit’s 

2017 pledge figures to the district fall 

meeting.  We will hold a short pledge 

service during the meeting.  I will invite 

all treasurers or unit representatives to 

come up and place your 2017 pledge in 

an offering plate. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

MaryBess Gordon 

217-377-3800 

marybessgordon@gmail.com 

                                        The Secretary’s Pen 
United Methodist Women, 

 

One of the consistent commands in the 

Bible is do not be afraid.  I was re-

minded of this at an Axis meeting, 

which in our church is the ministry to 

junior high and high school students.  

Evan, our leader, shared a video of a 

performance by the Mahomet Seymour 

Dance Team.  It was unusual for     

several reasons and went viral on 

Facebook.  What stood out to me were 

the phrases, do not be afraid or fear 

not, appear in the Bible at least 365 

times. 

 

The speaker noted that there is a Bible 

verse containing one of these phrases 

for each day of the year.  We are told to 

not be afraid, trust God, trust Him be-

cause He loves us and He is greater 

than all our fears.  I went home that 

night and entered the phrases in the 

passage look-up of Biblegateway.com.  

I only found about 200 phrases but I 

have been posting them each day on 

my Facebook page as a reminder, 

mostly to myself, because I often find I 

am afraid for many reasons big and 

small.  I was encouraged to keep post-

ing when my friends would comment 

that they liked reading the posts before 

they left for work, or were grateful for 

the reminder of God’s love for them. 

 

A month after I started posting, the re-

minder to fear not challenged me at a 

deep level.  I was diagnosed with 

breast cancer.  Through the challenges 

of the next few weeks I found the 

reminders a source of strength.  I would 

start to feel anxious and remember 

Joshua 1:9….”Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged, for the Lord your God 

will be with you wherever you go.” 

 

I marvel at how a little curiosity about 

God’s word on my part blessed me.  I 

saw my act as a way to get closer to 

Him and He blessed me by protecting 

me from my many fears.  God is so 

good, so much greater than all my 

fears. 

 

Mary Ann Matthews 

Secretary 

504 W. Dunbar 

Mahomet, IL 61853 

217-766-5918 

heiryann@gmail.com 
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

“Many plans are in a person’s mind, but 
the Lord’s purpose will succeed.” 
                                       Proverbs 19:21 
Greetings from your Cunningham   
Representatives! 
 
We have been busy this spring visiting 
several units and spreading the good 
news of Cunningham.  If we have not 
made arrangements to come to a unit 
meeting or a church service, please 
contact us.  
 
As usual a lot of good things are hap-
pening at Cunningham.  The Festival of 
Quilts was certainly a success and the 
Kendall Gill Golf Outing drew many 
golfers.  Several celebrities besides 
Kendall were there:  Lou and Mary 
Henson, John Groce, Josh Whitman 
and Dee Brown.  What an all-star line 
up.  It was a beautiful day and everyone 
was excited to raise money for the  
Cunningham Kids. 
 
Quilts were a topic of discussion in the 
Cornerstone unit a few weeks ago.  
One young man is getting ready to  
transition to a group home and he was 
asking if it was REALLY true that he will 
get a quilt when he leaves.  He was 
wondering what it would look like and 
what color it would be.  They talked  
about this while they were folding the 
quilts they are currently using at 

Cornerstone.  The boys were excited 
about getting one to take with them 
when they leave.  See, ladies, even the 
older boys love the quilts! 
 
A new Family Counseling Center will be 
opening soon on Devonshire Drive in 
Champaign.  The hope for this mission 
is that the families will be helped before 
the abuse begins.  Please pray for this 
outreach to be a blessing to this  
community. 
 
The Hope Gift request for Iroquois 
River District Fall Meeting is kind of 
unique this time.  The schools are ask-
ing for specific books for this fall.  After 
the title of the book, there is a website 
that is available for you to order from 
Amazon or Amazon gift cards can be 
purchased.  Paperback versions of the 
books are less than $6.   
 
Units A-L are asked to purchase WON-
DER by RJ Palacio—85 copies needed.  
www.amazon.com/Wonder-R-J-
Palacio/dp/0375869026/
ref=zg_bs_3139_1 
 
Units M-Z are asked to purchase AUG-
GIE AND ME: THREE WONDER   
STORIES by RJ Palacio—85 copies 
www.amazon.com/Auggie-Me-Three-
Wonder-Stories/dp0552574775/
ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding= 
UTF8*qid+&sr 

Gift cards are also available at Wal-
mart, Amazon.  And of course gift cards 
from Wendy’s, Steak ‘n Shake, KFC 
and Jimmy John’s are also appreciated.  
$25 gift cards are easier for the youth to 
use than cards worth $5. 
 
As always, thank you all for what you 
do for Cunningham. 
 
From Hebrews 12:2-3:  “Let us fix our 
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and per-
fecter of faith...so that we will not grow 
weary and lose heart.”  As United  
Methodist Women we need to heed the 
word and keep our eyes on our Lord so 
we can continue our good works.   
 
We wish you all many blessings, 
Your Cunningham Representatives, 
 
 
Roberta Benschneider 
205 E. Fourth Street 
Broadlands, IL 61816 
217-834-3575 
rbenschneider@juno.com 
 
Bobby Walker 
406 W. Diller 
Broadlands, IL 61816 
217-840-3617 
217-834-3617 
bswalker42@gmail.com 

 

Cunningham Children’s Home 

Requested love gifts for the IRD Fall 

Meeting are soap, hand towels and 

wash cloths.   

 

The new CEO at LBDNH is Chris Cole-

man.  On August 8th there is a Bill 

Kreeb Retirement Luncheon at the 

Gateway center from noon to 3 pm.  

Tickets are $30.  Call 618-874-0777 or 

visit http://www.lessiebatesdavis.org./ 

 

You may also donate to a scholarship 

in Bill’s name for the LBDNH agency. 

 

The backpack giveaway will be August 

13.   

 

With your help the Lessie Bates Davis 

Neighborhood House will continue to be 

a bright light in the city of East St. Louis 

in these trying times in which we live. 

Susan Connor 

1431 CR 800N 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-259-1649 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

 

Linda Grose 

1189 Country Club Road 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-728-4697 

mikelindagrose@gmail.com 
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A Letter to All United Methodist Women 
On Friday, July 8 the Charter on Racial Justice Committee met as we usually do before the IGRC UMW Executive Meeting.  Our 

hearts were heavy with the news of the loss of 5 police officers in Dallas and more African Americans at the hands of white police 

officers in other places. 
 
Knowing there would be words of prayer from Bishop Keaton, what could we do as IGRC UMW?  I was asked to write a letter to all 

Conference United Methodist Women urging them to pray and to continue putting love and faith into action for women, children and 

youth—not just in Illinois Great Rivers Conference but across our country. 
 
Someone mentioned the song “What the World Needs Now Is Love” and I had thought of that song a few weeks ago when the trag-

edy struck in Orlando.  But is love enough? 
 
Romans 12:9-18 gives us direction and I quote some of these verses.  “Love must be sincere...be devoted in brotherly love.  Honor 

one another above yourselves..be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer..share with God’s people who are in 

need...bless those who persecute you...live in harmony with one another...if it is possible, live at peace with everyone.” 
 
That is a lot of direction.  Verse 12 is on my window sill above the sink and this is what we as women can do best:  “Be joyful in 

hope—we can give hope to those around us each day, we can be patient in affliction. But what we do best is to be faithful in prayer.” 
 
I have found the women of IGRC UMW to be wonderfully strong prayer warriors.  So I urge each of you to pray, pray, pray—then “Be 

Still” and listen for the quiet voice of God giving you directions.  Finally, act on that direction.  James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the 

word..do what it says.”   Maybe—just maybe—love is enough. 
 
I truly believe the women of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and the country can make a difference.  God bless each of you, 

 

Marjorie Stout, President, Illinois Great Rivers Conference United Methodist Women 

 

From “Response Magazine” 

 July/August 2016 

 

“United Methodist Women have always been concerned with issues that 

affect women, children and youth.  Ensuring the right to vote is one way 

members act on their beliefs.” 

 

“In November 2016 voters in the United States will elect the next national 

president as well as local and state representatives.  The right to vote is a 

staple of the United States’ democracy and is the right that ensures every 

person has a voice in how the government acts.  By securing our vote, we 

protect all of our civil rights.  By excercising our right to vote we honor those 

who struggled and continue to struggle for this right and with our vote we 

stand up for the marginalized by supporting programs and policies that 

benefit women, children and youth.” 
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Slate of Nominated District Officers for 2017 
 

President        Secretary of Program Resources 

   (   )  Susan Connor          (   )  Terry Benson 

   (   )  _______________________         (   )   _________________________ 

 

Vice President        Communications Coordinator 

   (   )  _______________________         (   )  __________________________ 

 

Secretary         Cunningham Children’s Home Representatives 

   (   )  Mary Ann Matthews          (   )   Roberta Benschneider 

   (   )  _______________________         (   )   Bobby Walker 

            (   )   _________________________ 

Treasurer 

   (   )  _______________________        Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

              Representatives 

Chairperson of Nominations         (   )   Linda Grose 

   (   )  Cheryl Van Ness          (   )   Pam Socie 

   (   )  _______________________         (   )   __________________________ 

 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator        Committee on Nominations 2017 

   (   )   Carolyn Paullin           (   )  Charlotte Pritchard 

   (   )   ______________________          (   )   _________________________ 

 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator       Committee on Nominations 2018 

   (   )   Cheryl Lum           (   )  Cheryl Van Ness 

   (   )   ______________________          (   )   _________________________ 

 

Social Action Coordinator        Committee on Nominations 2019    

   (   )   Pat Davis            (   )  Judy Hudgens 

   (   )   ______________________          (   )   _________________________ 

 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator       Committee on Nominations 2020 

   (   )   Dicksie Blankenship          (   )  ________________________ 

   (   )   ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are asking you United Methodist  

Women to pray and ask women you know 

who might become members of the District 

Board.  We are in need of a Vice Presi- 

dent, Treasurer and Communications 

Coordinator.  If anyone is interested in  

continuing our mission to women, youth   

and children and fulfilling our Purpose,   

the Nominations Committee would be  

happy to talk with you.  Our contact  

information is on this page.  Please 

prayerfully consider becoming involved. 

 

Committee on Nominations: 

 

Cheryl Van Ness 

1809A Lydia Court 

Urbana, IL 61802 

cvn902@aol.com 

217-351-5023 

 

 

Charlotte Pritchard 

P. O. Box 43 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-359-5406 

Louella Pence 

Box 22 

Bellflower, IL 61724-0022 

loupence@gmail.com 

309-722-3413 

 

 

 

Judy Hudgens 

978 N Martha’s Court 

Milford, IL 60953 

Judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

815-889-4803 
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Lori thought she was going to be a  .  

music teacher.  She got a degree from 

Illinois Wesleyan University.  Then she 

fell in love with kids with special needs 

so she got a degree from Illinois State 

University in music therapy. 

 

As a music therapy student Lori was 

sent to The Baby Fold to work with the 

children at Hammitt School.  She loved 

how The Baby Fold really helped chil-

dren and families become whole and 

healthy. 

 

She applied for a job at The Baby Fold, 

hoping they would let her be a music 

therapist there.  There wasn’t funding 

for that position but they offered her a 

job as a teacher.  She was excited to 

accept that position but thought she 

may only work a year or two, then move 

on to find a music therapy position else-

where.   

 

That was 30 years ago….. 

 

She loved work with children who have 

severe behavior and emotional prob-

lems and got a master’s degree in   

special education from ISU. 

 

But there was another call on her heart 

–the faith needs of the residential    

children.  They have questions about 

God and faith.  Many of the 28 children 

have experienced abuse and neglect.  

So Lori changed paths. 

She attended Asbury Theological  

Seminary and was ordained a Deacon 

in The United Methodist Church.  Lori 

currently oversees the faith develop-

ment of the residential children of The 

Baby Fold and it is what gives her life 

meaning. 

 

Lori enjoys walking her dogs and going 

to movies with friends.  And if her job 

working with kids isn’t exciting enough, 

Lori is a roller coaster fanatic. 

Biography of Rev. Lori Bultemeier 

. 

The Baby Fold was born out of one 

woman’s desire to care for others.  In 

1902 Nancy Mason donated her home 

to further the work of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church.  She opened her 

home to be used by the active and re-

tired Methodist Deaconesses that oper-

ated what is now Advocate BroMenn 

Medical Center.   Those women saw a 

need to care for orphaned and aban-

doned children, many of whom came 

from the Orphan Trains.  Trains were 

dispatched from the east coast bringing 

children to towns all across the U.S.  At 

each stop the children would get off and 

stand on the platform while families-

typically farm families– selected the 

children they wanted to take home.  

This provided homes for many older 

children who could help on the farm but 

not for infants and toddlers. 

named superintendents they made sig-

nificant physical improvements to the 

agency, then hired trained profession-

als to staff specific functions such as 

nursing and social work.  Then they 

worked with the Illinois governor to im-

prove adoption laws.  Over the next 

several decades The Baby Fold under-

went significant changes in both ser-

vices and facilities.  In 1966 The Baby 

Fold began a residential program for 

children with emotional behavioral chal-

lenges.  Special education services 

were first offered through the Child De-

velopment Center which later became 

Hammitt School.  In its current location 

Hammitt School was expanded in 2002 

to high school and junior high levels. 

 

        (from www.thebabyfold.org.) 

The Baby Fold 

In 1905 the Deaconess Society sent 

Nellie Randle to Normal to get the   

Mason home organized as a home for 

young children.  Then in 1908 Tompie 

Ash came as Nellie’s replacement and 

that assignment lasted 27 years 

through WWI and the Great Depres-

sion.  “Mother Asher” cared for orphans 

and toddlers with very few resources 

except for a spirit that would never give 

up and support of the community and 

churches.  Around the turn of the cen-

tury The Baby Fold sought adoptive 

homes for children but adoption laws 

were almost non-existent.  People 

came, selected a child and took them 

home.  In 1939 when Reverend       

William and Gwendolyn Hammitt were 
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Iroquois River District UMW 

Savoy United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 65 

Savoy, IL 61874 

Address Service Requested 

                    Date Time Event Location 

Fri. July 29- 

Sun. July 31 

. Weekend Mission u Springfield Northfield Inn 

Sun. July 31- 

Weds. August 3 

 Weekday Mission u Springfield Northfield Inn 

Sat. September 24 

 

9:00 am-2:00 pm District Fall Meeting Sullivan UMC 

Sat. October 1 8:30 am-3:00 pm IGRC UMW Annual Meeting Decatur Grace 

Sat. November 5 9:00am-1:00 pm Personal Growth Seminar Newman UMC 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Paullin 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330E 300 North Rd,  

Bellflower, IL 61724 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net    

309-722-3339 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

  

 


