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(Left) FEMA representative Susan Smith of Laurel Hill, Fla., 
works with Terry Babb of Brookport on registration for federal 
assistance Dec. 10, in the wake of the Nov. 17 tornado.
Photo by Adam Testa, The Southern

BACKGROUND IMAGES: (Above) Crews in Gifford work to clean         
a yard littered with debris from the Nov. 17 tornado.
Photo by Paul Black

(Below) Members of the Wilmington UMC, located in the 
Northern Illinois Conference, package supplies and items 
which will be transported to Coal City and Diamond.
Photo courtesy of Wilmington UMC

Communities begin long-term recovery



2 

T
H

E
 C

U
R

R
E

N
T

Emmanuel

Gift to 
Prisoners, 

Disciple Bible 
Study

Gift to 
Victims of 

Typhoon Haiyan, 
Prayers and Cash 

Via UMCOR

Gift to 
Africa University, 
$6,244.02 Raised, 

Goal $1 Million 
by 2016

Gifts to 
IGRC Disaster 

Fund for Tornado 
Victims

$2000
Gift from Indiana 
Area Conference

for tornado 
victims

Gift of 
Repentance

Gift of 
Forgiveness

GIFT OF 
THE JOY OF 

SERVING

Gift from 
Cherokee Nation, 

Necklace of Job’s Tears, 
a reminder of the 

Trail of Tears

Gifts to Liberia, 
VIM Teams, 

New Hope Church, 
John Ko� School 

in West Point

Gift from 
IGRC Churches – 

$2.2 Million 
raised for INM, 

Goal $2.5 Million

Gift from 
NCJ-BMCR 

for INM 
$700

GIFT OF 
LOVE

Gift to UMC 
100% 

Apportionment 
Obligation

GIFT OF 
SILENT
NIGHT

GIFT OF 
 JESUS 
CHRIST
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NEWS From The Episcopal Office

NEWS
From The Episcopal Office

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers  Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints 
the following:

Pam Cochran to Pekin: Grace (associate), effective Jan. 1. 

Supply not appointed
Floyd Wood to Lawrenceville Otterbein, Kaskaskia River 
District, effective Dec. 1. He is also continues serving as supply 
to Browns.

Change of status
Angel Marie Taylor, discontinuation of appointment of local 
pastor, Vermilion River District, effective Dec. 31. 

Deaths
Retired pastor Rolland Devor, died Dec. 14.

Rev. Devor served congregations in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, retiring in 1997 from Ziegler-Royalton. After 
retirement, he served the Wayne County Parish and Dahlgren-
Macedonia.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Rev. Janice Devor, P. O. Box 
43, Creal Springs, IL  62922-0043.

Helen G. Campbell, former lay member to annual conference 
from Peoria First UMC, died Dec. 12. 

Mrs. Campbell was active in United Methodist Women and 
served as a trustee of Illinois Wesleyan University. During her 
tenure as IWU trustee, she chaired the building committee for 
the construction of Evelyn Chapel. She and her first husband, 
Boyd Goldsworthy were extremely active and provided leader-
ship in the annual conference.

Condolences may be left on her memorial page at: www.
woolsey-wilton.com. 

Oren S. Banks, retired local pastor, died Dec. 10 in Winnsboro, 
Texas.

Rev. Banks served the Heartland Cooperative Parish and 
Ritchey, retiring in 2003. Following retirement, he served 
Ritchey and Essex in the Vermilion River District.

Condolences may be sent to his son, Marion Lee Banks, 799 
County Road 4470, Winnsboro, TX  75494. 

Camilla McKinney, IGRC Ministry Assistant to Congregational 
Development, died Dec. 3 (see related stories on p. 12).

Condolences may be sent to her sons:  Bill and Lori McKinney 
(Isabella & Shyanne), 1161 E. Johns Ave., Decatur, IL  62521 and 
Scott  and Christine McKinney (Madison & Abigail), 3 Sunnyside 
Estates, Moweaqua, IL  62550.

Meribah Jean Laughlin, widow of the Rev. William H. Laugh-
lin, died Dec. 1 in Litchfield.

She and her husband served churches in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring from Paris First UMC in 1987.

A full obituary may be found at:  http://www.plummerfu-
neralservices.com/obits/obituaries.php/obitID/940202/
obit/Meribah-J-Laughlin and visitors can leave a note for the 
family there.

Joanne Bultemeier, wife of retired pastor Rev. David Bulte-
meier and mother of IGRC Deacon Rev. Lori Bultemeier died 
Nov. 30.

She and her husband served local churches in the former Cen-
tral Illinois Conference and in the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence, retiring from East Moline Christ UMC in 2000.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. David Lee Bultemeier, 
712 Highview Rd, East Peoria, IL 61611-1728 and to the Rev. 
Lori Bultemeier at the Baby Fold, 108 E Willow St., Normal, IL  
61761-1640.

From The Episcopal Office
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Shirley named Camping and Retreat Ministries coordinator
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Despite a job title that over-
sees three different ministries, Alice Shirley’s 
job title will be shorter, effective Jan. 1.

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, in consultation 
with the IGRC Cabinet, the Director of Con-
nectional Ministries and leadership in both 
the Camping Commission and the Confer-
ence Personnel Committee, has announced 
the appointment of the Rev. Alice Shirley as 
Coordinator of Camping, Retreat and Youth Ministries.

Shirley emerged as the search committee’s choice from a nation-
wide search. The shorter job title comes from the removal of the 
word, “interim,” which was part of the June 15, 2011, appointment.

“I am thrilled to be invited to serve as the Coordinator of Camp-
ing, Retreat, and Youth Ministries,” Shirley said. “Camping and re-
treat ministries produce disciples and leaders at an awesome rate. 
Those who work with campers day in and day out regularly see 
decisions for Christ, and beyond that, campers becoming camp 
staff, pastors, and strong leaders in their local churches.”

Shirley is no stranger to camping both as a pastor and as a youth. 
From 1980 to 1991, she served as co-director of the conference 
camps in the former Central Illinois Conference. Most of those 
years were spent at Jensen Woods, although she co-directed once 
at Living Springs (then Epworth Springs) in Lewistown. She was 
also involved in camping in the former South Indiana Conference 
prior to coming to Illinois in 1979.

“I've been a clergy for almost 37 years; I served as a camp director 
for 10 of those, a superintendent relating to 100+ local churches 
for seven, and now as a conference leader relating to the area,” 
she said. “I have never observed a more effective means of mak-
ing disciples than camping and retreat ministries, multi-day lead-
ership institutes, and mission trips, which share many of the same 
components: relationships, getting away, immersion in scripture, 
learning and reflecting together, and practice of living together as 
Christian community."

Much of the past two years have been spent working to re-vision 
the camping ministry around four principle values of affordability, 
relevance, modernization and sustainability.

“We have to make our financial assets work harder and look at 
new ways of doing things,” Shirley said. “This involves offering 
more programs that are not dependent on property ownership 

and reducing both redundancy and excess in spending.”

One way in which to increase its revenue base is marketing the 
camping experience beyond the IGRC and to other Christian fel-
lowships. 

“We need to take camping to the people,” Shirley said, “particu-
larly developing ministries for people marginalized or neglected 
by circumstances (military families, those dealing with sick-unto-
death diseases, families coping with behavior disorders like 
ADHD, ODD, etc., eating disorders and racial discrimination). At 
the same time, we need to develop ministries around hobbies 
or interests like backpacking, whitewater rafting, scrap-booking, 
or other pursuits to build relationships that open the door to 
disciple-making.”

Shirley concedes that modernizing and sustaining campsites will 
take additional financial resources, which may include a capital 
fund drive in the future.

“We need to take a systematic approach upgrading the facilities 
to be more durable and environmentally smart and accessible. We 
need to construct a motel-type retreat center and wire the camps 
amply with internet capacity, while employing new technologies 
to enable target marketing.”

A Christmas Card for you…
Observe the Emmanuel Tree
Our gifts because of Thee.
God acts connecting lives 
Goodness and mercy arise.

Remember Emmanuel
God with us
In tornados and typhoons.
God with us 
In mission and ministry.
God with us 
In prison and Bible Study.
God with us 
In joy and sorrow,
God with us 
In failure and repentance.
God with us
In health and restoration
God with us 
In love and kindness
God with us 
In Jesus the Christ.

Wishing  you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Clergy Directory error
IGRC Clergy Directories, featuring photos 
taken at the 2013 Annual Conference, were 
recently mailed to those pastors who had 
their photos taken or who provided a photo 
of their own.

In the course of producing the directory, pho-
tos from the previous directory were pulled in 
an attempt to include as many persons in the new directory.

Unfortunately, the photo of retired pastor James C. Williams, who 
is currently serving at Danville Bowman Ave. UMC and who had 
his photo taken, was omitted in the retired section and a different 
photo of a different individual from a previous directory was placed 
in error.

The accompanying photo is the correct photograph and IGRC Com-
munications regrets the error.
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 Events & Announcements

Hotel listing for                        
2014 Annual Conference
A list of hotels in Peoria and East Peoria 
which will serve as the annual conference 
block has just been released and posted 
on the IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/
AC2014Hotels.

To assure block rate, make your reserva-
tion over the phone. The links are pro-
vided to give you detailed information 
about each facility.

Covenant Keepers                  
schedule posted
The tentative schedule for Covenant 
Keepers 2014 is now posted on the IGRC 
website.

New this year:  Covenant Keepers 2014 
will begin with lunch on Monday and 
Monday evening will be free time to 
spend with colleagues and friends. 
There will be no evening meal provided 
Monday enabling folks to make their own 
plans.

For more information or to register on-
line, visit: www.igrc.org/CK2014. 

Harvest hosts young adult        
mission trip
Harvest Ministry Team is hosting a young 
adult mission trip to Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 
5-8.  

Young adults are invited to participate in 
a trip to serve in the Bridge Ministry,  a 
homeless outreach in downtown Nash-
ville. In addition to this anchor project, 
participants will also be working in a 
couple other ministries, sharing in com-
munity and worship together, and having 
some fun around Nashville.  

The $120 registration covers meals, lodg-
ing and travel.  Space is limited.  

Register at: www.harvestministryteams.
com/golo.

Ignition, Fire-up events slated
Harvest Ministries have announced the 
dates for the 2014 Ignition Conference 
which will be held at East Moline Christ 
UMC Jan. 24-25. Ignition is for youth in 
grades 6 to 8.

Speaker is Mike Womer and worship 
will be led by Tim Price and the Harvest 
Ministry team.

For more information, visit: www.igni-
tionconference.org. 

Students in grades 9 to 12 may want to 
check out the Fire-up Youth Conference 
Feb. 21-23 at Troy UMC.

Speaker for the event will be Acton 
Bowen and special guest will be Christian 
comedian Scott Gregory.

For more information, visit: http://fire-up.
org. 

Course of Study Extension 
School for Spring 2014
Two sessions have been announced for 
the Spring 2014 term of the Course of 
Study Extension School for part-time 
local pastors.

The first session will be Feb. 7-8 and 
March 7-8 at the Conference Center in 
Springfield. Registration is now closed.

The second session will be April 4-5 and 
May 2-3, at the Conference Center in 
Springfield. Registration is currently open 
through Feb. 4 at: http://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/COS_April2014. 

Registration underway for        
Five-Day Academy
HUDSON -- Registration is underway for 
the 2014 Five-Day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation which will be April 27-May 2 at 
Nazareth House, a Catholic retreat center 
just outside Hudson.

Registration opened Nov. 1 at: www.igrc.
org/fiveday2014. 

Registration includes tuition, private 
room and bath and all meals for $590. 
Register before March 8 and save $25. 
Registration must include a $100 non-
refundable deposit to secure your place 
in the Academy. This may be paid via 
credit card or it may be mailed to the 
Conference Center. 

The Five-Day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation is a program of Upper Room 
Ministries, providing an opportunity 
for clergy and laity to tune their hearts 
toward God through a daily rhythm of 
prayer, worship, learning and reflection. 
Each day includes teachings by gifted 
spiritual leaders to deepen our walk 

with God, periods of silence, morning 
and evening prayer, Eucharist, and an 
opportunity to share with and encourage 
one another.

Aldersgate 2014 coming               
to Springfield
Aldersgate Renewal Ministries will hold 
its Conference on Spirit-Filled Living, 
Aldersgate 2014, in Springfield July 17-20 
at the Prairie Capital Convention Center.

Keynote speakers include Nic Billman, 
Margie Burger, Dr. Bernadine Daniels and 
Sharma Lewis. Details on the conference 
can be found at the Aldersgate 2014 
website.

There are tracks for children and youth as 
well as adults.

Registrations prior to Jan. 9 receive a 15 
percent discount and registrations prior 
to June 12 will receive a 10 percent dis-
count.  Other discounts are available.

For more information, visit http://alders-
gate2014.org. Aldersgate Renewal Min-
istries is a division of the General Board 
of Discipleship of The United Methodist 
Church.

Disability grant proposals sought

The application deadline for the next round of grants 

from the Disability Awareness Sunday offering is Jan. 31, 

2014. Complete grant criteria and links are provided on 

the IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/disabilityconcerns. 

How to Reach Younger Adults process
Younger people are finding their way:  To a new area, a new living 

space, new relationships, a new career, and other new chapters. One 
thing younger people are NOT doing is finding their way to church. But 
if they do find their way to a church, will it be yours? You want every 
generation present in your church’s life.

Many churches are asking, “How can we reach younger adults?” 
In 2014, the Office of Congregational Development is offering a new 
process of training and coaching to help churches more effectively build 
relationships with and reach younger adults. The process includes a 
workshop March 14-15, 2014, followed by a year of coaching, including 
a tune up workshop in the fall of 2014.

Steve James, an associate of Griffith Coaching and founder of GoS-
eeLove, will be the trainer and coach. Steve is a United Methodist elder 
from the Western North Carolina Conference. He has served and trained 
churches which have been very effective in reaching young adults.

The March 14-15 workshop (Friday evening and all-day Saturday) 
will be held at Tuscola UMC, 901 N. Prairie St., Tuscola. The workshop is 
for teams which must include the pastor and 3 to 8 lay people from the 
church that registers. This is NOT just continuing education for the pas-
tor. It is a church process.

The cost for the year-long process is $1,200 per church for the work-
shops and coaching (it does not include the cost of travel or overnight 
lodging, if needed). Grants are available to defray a portion of the regis-
tration cost.

For more information, go to www.igrc.org/ReachYoungerAdults or 
contact Mike Crawford (mcrawford@igrc.org).



4 

T
H

E
 C

U
R

R
E

N
T

Mother of all mixups in Christmas drama at Mt. Vernon
BY JOHN KRAPS 

CHAMPAIGN -- Punk rock-
ers, karate kids, holy rollers and one 
ditzy church secretary with a good 
heart yield the “Mother of all Church 
Scheduling Mix-Ups” in Mt. Vernon 
(Champaign) UMC’s Christmas 
drama, A Karaoke Christmas.

A Karaoke Christmas will be pre-
sented at Mt. Vernon (Champaign) 
UMC on Saturday, Dec. 21 at 5 p.m., 
and on Sunday, Dec. 22, during the 
10:30 a.m. worship service.  Audi-
ence members are invited to make 
a freewill donation to the church’s 
Habitat for Humanity commitment .

The church, located at 2201 
CR 900 East, Champaign, is located 
at the corner of County Road 2200 
North and CR 900 East.  To reach the 
location, take Mattis road north about 
three miles past Olympian Drive.  Turn left (west) on 
CR 2200 North at the church sign.  Drive one mile 

to the first intersection where the building is located.  
Call the Rev. Dr. Rachel Berry, 217-766-3434, for more 

information.
At the beginning of the drama set early in the 

Christmas season, church choir leader Hildebrand 
Gottlieb declares that this year the church will not put 
on the traditional Christmas pageant.  Instead, she 
plans a Karaoke Christmas Concert to raise funds for 
her late husband’s chapel.  At the same time, the church 
secretary, who has a good heart but not a good eye -- 
for typos -- has begun using a new church scheduling 
software program on her computer.

The rest of the story is a hilarious mix-up of church 
events colliding with karaoke auditions leading to “The 
Mother of All Church Scheduling Blunders.”  

An unusual assortment of different groups keep 
showing up to try out because of Secretary Susie’s 
typographical errors in church press releases.  A Karate 
Dojo turns up because Susie transcribes “Karaoke” 
into “Karate.” And the “Holy Roller” church demands a 
place on the program because the concert needs more 
“Jesus” in it.  The concert does get more “Jesus” but 
not in the expected way.  Everyone learns that it is not 
what we say or the music we play but how we treat each 
other that reveals the true Spirit of Christmas!

 Local Church NEWS

Outreach: Africa
Danville area churches reach out 
to rebuild church in Liberia

BY MARY WICOFF 

The Commercial-News 

DANVILLE — United Methodist churches in the area are 
busy with projects on the local level, but members still 
find the energy and resources to reach out to Africa.

A group of churches from Danville and Catlin has formed 
the Popcorn Cluster mission to Liberia to help rebuild a 
church, give scholarships and donate to pastors’ aid. The 
Popcorn Cluster — which gets its name from somebody 
saying “things are popping all over” — includes St. James 
United Methodist, Batestown-Union Corner, Catlin United 
Methodist, First United Methodist, Bowman Avenue and 
Farmers Chapel.

“You don’t have to have a large church to have a mission,” 
said the Rev. Randy Robinson, lead pastor at St. James. 
“You just have to have passion.”

The local churches have that passion to help others, he 
said — not only in their own backyard, but in other coun-
tries. Some of the churches in the cluster are small, but 
they’re doing what they can to help.

Robinson has been speaking to local clubs about the 
mission, and, without being asked, people have offered to 
help. Community members may help by making dona-
tions, praying or going on the next overseas trip in Janu-
ary 2015, he said.

One goal is to raise $18,000 to rebuild St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church in Liberia, with all cluster churches 
chipping in.

With just 60 members, the Bowman Avenue United Meth-
odist Church has already collected about $2,000 of its 
$3,000 share, the Rev. Jim Williams, pastor, said.

“Everybody is excited about this project,” he said. “We are 
very supportive of this.”

Church members have always been open to projects to 
help others, including the Fair Hope Children’s Ministry on 
church property. “These folks enjoy doing things,” he said.

When Robinson came to Danville as pastor two years ago, 
he was already involved in the Liberia project. In 2006, the 
bishop in Springfield asked four people to go to Liberia to 
see if a partnership was feasible. 

Robinson was serving in Jacksonville at the time, and 
agreed to go on the 10-day trip.

By 2006, Liberia was still recovering from 14 years of civil 
war; the war ended in 2003. During the war, the United 
Methodist Church stayed behind to help the people, 
while other groups were fleeing.

“We remained a healing pres-
ence in the midst of atrocities,” 
he said.

As a result, the Methodist 
Church has a good reputation 
among the Liberians, who 
welcomed the Americans.

During that trip, the visitors 
learned that there were three 
main needs: educational schol-
arships for children, reconstruc-
tion of churches destroyed or 
damaged during the war and 
salary support for the pastors.

The Popcorn Cluster is focusing 
on St. Paul’s about 50 miles outside the capital city; con-
struction was started before the war, but was halted dur-
ing the war and never completed. Despite the bullet holes 
in the outside walls and its badly neglected condition, 
Methodists still gather to worship there every Sunday.

The local churches have raised about $11,000 of the need-
ed $18,000, and expect to have the full amount by Easter. 
The money will be sent in increments, and the Liberians 
will send photos as the work progresses.

By January 2015 — when St. James takes its next trip 
— they hope to see a finished church. If construction is 
delayed, the visitors will help complete it.

If the church is completed, then the Americans will help 
renovate an orphanage built in 2000, which is need of 
repairs.

Robinson has been on five trips to Liberia. This past Janu-
ary, a group of Methodist church members from St. Louis 
and east central Illinois, including seven from St. James, 
went to Liberia to start construction on a school.

As for the scholarships, St. James held a progressive din-
ner on Lake Vermilion recently to raise funds. Some of the 
proceeds will go to scholarships and some to putting in 
water wells.

“The need is just so overwhelming,” Robinson said. “We 
could be in partnership with Liberia for 100 years and 
there would still be a need.”

Donations for pastors’ salaries in Liberia have fallen off a 
bit, but Robinson hopes to revive that soon.

The church also raised $10,000 a year ago to buy bed nets 
as part of the Imagine No Malaria global program. The 
church took monthly offerings, taking in more than $500 

every month, until the $10,000 was raised.

While some people might criticize churches for adopting 
overseas missions when there’s so much to do locally, 
Robinson was quick to note that St. James parishioners 
are passionate about helping locally. For example, the 
church helped build a Habitat for Humanity house, and its 
food pantry feeds 425 families every month. Recently, the 
church had a clothing give-away.

The youth group has been on missions to Memphis and 
Detroit in the past.

“This congregation has demonstrated its ongoing com-
mitment to the welfare of the community,” he said.

When he came on as pastor, it was his goal to see mis-
sions both locally and globally. “God so loved the world 
… and that includes Danville and Liberia and Haiti and 
Honduras,” he said.

Anyone from the community is invited to go on the trip 
in January 2015; however, there is a limit of 15 people 
locally. The Illinois United Methodist conference takes 
three trips a year — in October/November, summer and 
January/February — so, if the local group is full, people 
may consider going on one of those missions.

To help Donations are accepted through St. James United 
Methodist Church, 504 N. Vermilion St. On the memo line 
of your check, note it's for Liberia and indicate whether 
the money should go -- church reconstruction or water 
wells. You also may call the church at 442-1504 or visit its 
website, www.stjames-umc.com.

(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 9 issue of the Dan-
ville Commercial-News, www.commercial-news.com)

Photo courtesy of John Kraps
The Centerville Karate Dojo in the Mt. Vernon UMC Christmas musical, “A Karaoke Christmas”:  back row, 
from left to right: Sensei Gingi Stout of Dewey; Kelsie Mitchem of Fisher; Brandy Richardson of Fisher;  
front row, left to right, Mariah Richardson of Fisher, Caleb and Cory Oye of Champaign. 

Photo courtesy of Bunny Wolfe 
Members of St. Paul’s UMC in Liberia stand in front of its current church building.  Danville Area congregations in the Popcorn 
Cluster of the Iroquois River District are raising funds to build a new church, which they hope will be completed when a group 
from Danville St. James UMC travel to Liberia in January 2015.
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 Local Church NEWS

Lebanon First 
hosts 15th annual 
Community Dinner 
BY SUSAN J. MEISTER

LEBANON – Lebanon First UMC shared a community meal with nearly 150 persons on Thanks-
giving Day. It was the 15th year that church members prepared and served a completely free feast, 
complete with turkey, dressing, real mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet potatoes, green beans, rolls and 
pie. 

The details of the Community Dinner were coordinated by members Carol and Mike Bennett. 
Not only did they ask for donations of food and coordinate its preparation, they also sent invitation 
postcards to guests from prior years.  About 100 persons were served in the church’s Fellowship Hall. 
Additional meals were prepared for carry out, and food was sent to two local ministries.

Rev. Peter Wehrly, the church’s pastor, was responsible for transportation, and brought several 
persons from a local apartment complex. Church members 
served as table hosts and hostesses. They ranged from a new 
mom with baby Oscar in tow to 90+ year old Walt.  Members 
pitched in to clean up after the meal. Some even left their home 
celebrations for a short time to help out.

“This ministry has a remarkable history,” explained Wehrly. 
“Everyone is a little anxious that everything will come together 
in the week or two leading up to Thanksgiving Day, but our 
generous members and friends always step up. Carol and Mike 
and their helpers are truly amazing.

“What warms my heart the most is the fellowship we enjoy,” 
he continued. “Church members show radical hospitality to 
neighbors and friends that would have likely spent the holiday 
alone.  And we have a lot of fun at the same time!”

Photos by Susan J. Meister

(From top to bottom) Many guests were from the Cedars of Lebanon, a senior living community.

The oldest helper, Walt Lane, is 90+ years old! He served, cleared tables and delivered slices of pie.

Organizer Carol Bennett (left) and member Joyce Clem serve up part of the Thanksgiving feast.
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NEWS Cover Story

BY PAUL BLACK

While communities throughout the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference are beginning the long road to long-term 
recovery, United Methodist early responders have been 
deployed to provide assistance.

IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator Bunny 
Wolfe said long-term recovery committees are forming in 
these communities. These committees will assist in getting 

resources to individuals who otherwise 
would fall between the cracks.

“One of the strengths of our United 
Methodist connection is that we are in these 
communities for the long haul,” Wolfe said. 
“We tend to use our resources as resources 
of the last resort – after insurance, state 
and federal resources have been exhausted. 
With this approach, we are able to assist 
those that would otherwise fall between the 
cracks.”

Donations to the Conference Disaster 
Fund have topped $50,000 as of Dec. 13, 
including $3,200 in online donations. Funds 
that are specifically earmarked for a storm 
site will be expended first with the remain-
der being disbursed as needs emerge.

Early responders deploy
“Today, our first three-day Early Re-

sponse Team finished their time in Wash-
ington,” said IGRC Early Response trainer 

Steve Schoeffel Dec. 4. “This was the third organized team 
we had in Washington, but the first that did the full three-
day deployment. Washington has a serious problem with 
needing debris sorted that has already been moved to the 
curb. Streets of debris remain, and none of it can be moved 
until it is sorted.”

While city officials are working on a plan, volunteers 
are needed to sort the debris. Persons who do not have 
special UMCOR training can still call the Volunteer 
Hotline at 309-698-5002. Volunteers are reminded that this 
sorting will be outdoors with little or no protection from 

the wind and elements. Proper clothing is a must.
“So far, I believe with team activity in Coal City, Gif-

ford, Washington, New Minden and Brookport, well over 
100 of our trained, badged ERT members deployed to help 
our neighbors across the conference,” Schoeffel said.  “It's 
important to note just how well the UMCOR ERT system 
has worked inside our own conference.  As most of you 
know, ERTs can respond immediately within their own 
districts, reporting to local officials coordinating and as-
sisting however possible.  I believe that happened in every 
area where a major touchdown caused severe damage.  
Outside of our districts, we wait for an invitation, and that 
happened in Brookport, Gifford and Washington.  Several 
call-ups were made conference-wide, and we continue to 
deploy based on the expressed needs of the communities.”

Schoeffel participated in statewide conference calls at 
8 a.m. from Nov. 18 to 27. Cleanup specific calls have been 
scaled back.  Spiritual and Emotional Care providers have 
also been meeting via conference call daily and continue 
to do so.  Multi Agency Resource Centers (MARCs) are 
closing, and those client-centered operations and being 
transferred to more local centers.

“While there have been frustrations, stepping back a 
little bit, I now see how amazing the response has been in 
our conference,” Schoeffel said.  “That all of this happened 
inside the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and that we 
haven't needed to call in out-of-conference ERTs is simply 
amazing.  I'm sure someone could find an example of an 
unmet need, but from what I could tell by talking to those 
on the ground, the local response handled most -- if not all 
-- of what needed to be done.”

Diamond/Coal City
On Dec. 9, trucks were sent out to do a final pickup 

of items set out to the curb by homeowners.  On Dec. 10, 
volunteers did a final walk-through to clean any remaining 
debris by the roads or yards with brush piles moved to a 
central location. On Dec. 11, a supervised fire burned dur-
ing the day-time hours to burn the remaining brush and 
wood accumulated over the past weeks. 

Coal City UMC played a major role in the tornado 

Coal City/Diamond,
Washington area, Gifford and 
Brookport finishing cleanup, beginning the arduous task of rebuilding

 Communities begin long-term recovery

BY PAUL BLACK

WASHINGTON – Local pizza owner Stan Cohen got a new 
definition of what a spiritual gift was as a result of the 
Nov. 17 EF4 tornado that cut a line of destruction across 
Washington.

“I grew up in the church, but I always thought that a spiri-
tual gift was teaching or preaching,” Cohen said. “And yet,    
I got my eyes opened (with the tornado).”

As owner of Firehouse Pizza, Cohen went to Crossroads 
UMC the day following the tornado. With no electricity to 
run his business, he knew he had a lot of food that would 
soon spoil. “I knew Nikki Hudson (Crossroad church mem-
ber who oversaw the cooking) and so, I thought I would 
help her out.”

Cohen, who has a degree in business management, a mi-
nor in organizational design and experience as a volunteer 
firefighter spent several hours that initial day helping to 

organize the food service for displaced residents and volunteers that 
would be flocking to the church for three meals daily.

“I told my ride, ‘Dude, just leave me here,’” Cohen recalled. “I was used 
to dealing with chaos and part of my task was bringing order out of 
the chaos.”

Over the next two weeks, Cohen organized the intake and distribution 
of the church’s entire food supply, allowing the volunteer kitchen staff 
to prepare more than 30,000 meals to the crowds.

Prior to the storm, Cohen had no connection to Crossroads. “My wife 
and I were not attending anywhere in particular prior to the storm,” 
he said. “You might say we were church shopping. Since that time, we 
have attended worship for a few weeks now.”

Although things are returning to normal and Firehouse Pizza has been 
reopened, Cohen admitted that “things are going to be tough for some 
time” for the local business community still reeling from the storm. 

“We have 1,200 homes that were destroyed and persons who will be 
displaced for up to two years,” Cohen said. “As a businessman trying to 
make ends meet, the two years can sink many small, local businesses.”

Also active in the local Chamber of Commerce, Cohen said partner-
ships with Peoria and other nearby communities in encouraging 
persons to patronize Washington businesses are in the works.

Local pizza owner uses talents to assist in tornado relief

A hymnal, a prayer 
and a ‘kind of atheist’
(Editor’s note: Three families from Peoria First UMC lost their 
homes and another lost outbuildings on their property.  Sev-
eral from Peoria First UMC served in Washington at two of the 
homes and at the East Peoria resident of the members who 
lost outbuildings.  Julie Rolfs went to the home of one of our 
members taking a church van with others to help one of our 
families.  She returned several times on her own to serve. Here 
are two stories from her experience.)
BY JULIE ROLFS
Peoria First UMC

While helping a family from Peoria 
FUMC conduct salvage opera-
tions at their devastated home in 
Washington, you can imagine their 
surprise to discover their Methodist 
Hymnal had been blown out of their 
living room bookshelf and embed-
ded in the wall of their neighbor's 
home about 25 feet away.  The hym-
nal was open to the song, Savior Like 
A Shepherd Lead Us.  The neighbor is 
a local radio personality from WCIC 
FM, a Christian station; this story 
was also highlighted during one of 
their broadcasts." 

On Day 5 after the tornado hit, I was 
handing out snacks in the tornado 
zone.  After offering apples and pro-
tein bars to an older man who had 
been removing debris from his home, I noticed tears in his 
eyes and I offered to pray with him.  He quickly responded, 
"No, that's a better charge for my wife.  I'm kind of atheist."  
I told him that I would just pray for him as I walked on.  
Since then, I've thought of this man often and have prayed 
for him.  I suspect that he had been witnessing the hands 
and feet of Christ in his midst for the past five days and 
just didn't know what to do with what he was seeing.  In 
fact, I suspect that his answer pre-storm may have been, 
"I'm an atheist" ... (not "kind of atheist").  You can join me in 
praying for this man from Hampton Road in Washington.

resources to individuals who otherwise 
would fall between the cracks.

Methodist connection is that we are in these 
communities for the long haul,” Wolfe said. 
“We tend to use our resources as resources 
of the last resort – after insurance, state 
and federal resources have been exhausted. 
With this approach, we are able to assist 
those that would otherwise fall between the 
cracks.”

Fund have topped $50,000 as of Dec. 13, 
including $3,200 in online donations. Funds 
that are specifically earmarked for a storm 
site will be expended first with the remain
der being disbursed as needs emerge.

Early responders deploy

sponse Team finished their time in Wash
ington,” said IGRC Early Response trainer Photo by Julie Rolfs

Photo by Casey Taylor
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Photo by Adam Testa, The Southern
Recovery and clean-up efforts in Brookport after the Nov. 17 tornado hit another obstacle recently, as winter weather and snowfall has left debris covered in snow and roads coated with ice. On Dec. 10, FEMA officials said the weather may be keeping people 
away from registering for federal disaster assistance. 

ERT trainings scheduled for early 2014
SPRINGFIELD – In the aftermath of the Nov. 17 tornadoes, four UMCOR trainings and 
recertification opportunities for early responders have been announced for early 2014.

The sites for the recertification trainings are:
•	 Jan. 4 – Carbondale First UMC, Cache River District
•	 Jan. 18 – Coal City UMC, Vermilion River District

Training for first-time early responders will be held:
•	 Feb. 1 – Bradley Wesley UMC, Vermilion River District
•	 Feb. 15 – Champaign New Horizon UMC, Iroquois River District

For more information on these four training events and links to register online, visit: 
www.igrc.org/disasterresponse. 

RECOVERY  CONTINUED ON PAGE  8

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

 2
0

14

7 

Pastor’s husband finds uplifting 
memento following tornado
(Editor’s note: The following story was listed as the most uplifting story for the week of Nov. 30 by USA Today newspaper)
BY DAVE HINTON
Rantoul Press 

GIFFORD — Bill Wiedman 
was doing some cleanup 
of the area around the 
walk leading up to the 
front door of Gifford 
United Methodist Church 
when he came upon 
something that made him 
smile.

Wiedman called it “a really weird twist to all the damage 
in Gifford from the tornado.”

Buried in the rubble, he found the inner sleeve from the 
Led Zeppelin album, “Houses of the Holy.”

“After finding this,” Wiedman said on his Facebook page, 
“amid the sounds of heavy equipment and dozens of 
chainsaws, I found an eerie calm in my soul and knew 
that Gifford will be back. Better, stronger, more together 
than ever before.”

Wiedman said the album will be framed and displayed at 
the church.

There are two houses of the holy in Gifford — St. Paul’s 
Lutheran and United Methodist — and both have been 
active in helping people following the tragedy.

Wiedman’s wife, the Rev. Lisa Wiedman, who pastors the 
United Methodist church, said in addition to making the 
church available for food and a place to gather, she has 
been available to show support. And many times, no 
words are involved.

The day after the tornado struck, she walked the streets 
of Gifford and met many people she knew and many she 
didn’t know. She was always there to give a hug.

And people needed hugs.  

One was Earl Smith, who had lost his wife 22 months ago 
and lived alone with a pet cat named Snowball. After the 
tornado damaged his house, the cat was nowhere to be 
found, despite repeated calls for Snowball. The cat was 
later found huddled in the basement, still too terrified to 
come out.

“One of the first things I do is give someone a hug,” Lisa 
Wiedman said.

She tells them, “If you want to cry, if you want to sit 
silently, if you want a hug or if you just want to talk,” that’s 
fine.

“It really hasn’t hit most of the people here,” Wiedman 
said.

Instead, most of them have been busying 
themselves with cleaning their properties or 
making countless arrangements for necessities. 
The trauma that they’ve experienced is likely to 
hit them later, she said.

One man to whom Wiedman gave a hug, John 
Christian, began to cry. It’s an emotional time 
for Gifford residents.

The pastor returned to Christian’s house on 
Plumb Street to make sure he was OK. She 
found out he hadn’t lost his sense of humor. 

He had placed a “for sale” sign in front of the rubble of 
his house. He called it a fixer-upper, Wiedman said with a 
laugh.

Every person has a story about making it through the 
storm.

Christian heard the warning sirens and was preparing 
to drive to St. Paul’s Church for shelter when he saw the 
tornado approaching and knew he couldn’t make it. So 
he hunkered down in his truck and was OK.

Another woman who lost her home, Joanie Hamilton, got 
satisfaction out of a small thing, Wiedman said.

While people were going through the contents of her 
house, Hamilton said, “Oh, they found makeup. I need 
makeup,” Wiedman said.

There was no sermon Nov. 24 at the United Methodist 
Church. The message came from the people. It was a time 
for them to talk, to tell what they’d been through.  

“I believe that as people talk, it will help them heal,” Wied-
man said.

Healing and returning to normal are important to people.

That’s why the church, as planned, on Thursday will hold 
its annual Thanksgiving dinner — free to anyone who 
wants to attend.

There are 14 turkeys available with another 25 in reserve.

The church has been open to disaster relief organizations 
as well as a place to feed people. The building suffered 
minor damage in the storm.

Wiedman is struck by the resiliency of  Gifford’s residents 
and how they have banded together to help one another.

“This town is wonderful,” she said. “The people are won-
derful.”

Often, it’s the worst of times that bring out the best in 
people.

(Reprinted with permission from a Nov. 26 post of the Ran-
toul Press, www.rantoulpress.com)

relief effort. With 15 early responders certified by UMCOR, 
the church was prepared and ready to respond to the tor-
nado and its aftermath.

“My wife, son, one of my parishoners and I hunkered 
down at the church when the sirens went off and then went 
home to a house without electricity, so I didn't have the 
radio or TV on,” recalled Rev. Tom Logsdon. “I had no idea 
what had happened until a parishioner IM'ed me asking, 
‘Is our church doing anything for tornado victims, food, 
shelter, taking donations.’ As I was getting ready to head 
back to the church, another parishioner sent me a message 
saying, ‘I think we should open up the church.’ ‘I agree and 
am on my way there now,’ was my response and, by the 
time I drove the four blocks from my house to the church, 
some of our church folks already had the church open and 
were beginning to respond. Other folks all over the place 
began pitching in.”

Bolstered by volunteers from the Northern Illinois 
Conference and due to the large outpouring of support, the 
Coal City UMC announced on Nov. 25, donations of food, 
supplies and durable items were no longer being accepted.

The Mazon State Bank continues to take donations for 
the Diamond and Coal City Tornado Disaster Relief Fund.

There will be a continued effort to coordinate the 
services available to those affected by the tornado. A 
joint Multi-Agency Resource Center provided residents a 
one-stop-informational shop as they began their recovery 
process.

Washington/East Peoria/Pekin
Cleanup continues in Washington, which bore the 

brunt of an EF4 tornado Nov. 17.  Though some federal 
disaster relief has arrived, Illinois governmental entities 
probably won’t get help.

As the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
begins to provide individual assistance to residents due to 
the federal and state disaster area declarations, it appears 
that the municipal government will not be reimbursed for 
additional costs for city services expended following the 
tornado. Currently, Washington has spent $5.8 million on 
recovery efforts – well short of the $17 million FEMA 

Coal City/Diamond,
Washington area, Gifford and 
Brookport finishing cleanup, beginning the arduous task of rebuilding

 Communities begin long-term recovery
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Outpouring of compassion, generosity begins 
healing process for storm communities
BY JOHN HAUCK

Pastor, Washington Evangelical UMC

WASHINGTON -- The Nov. 17 
tornadoes that ripped through the 
heart of Illinois brought devastation 
and broken hearts to thousands of peo-
ple.  But the outpouring of compassion 
and generosity in the aftermath of the 
storms has begun the healing process.  

On that Sunday morning, mem-
bers and friends of Washington Evan-
gelical UMC were gathered in worship when the tornado 
sirens sounded.  They quickly proceeded to the interior hall-
way outside of the Fellowship Hall where I shared a prayer 
for God’s protection and then the group began to sing some 
hymns.  Several members watched outside the doors toward 
the west and heard the sound of the approaching tornado.  
Others waited inside with prayerful hearts as they thought 
of family members who had stayed home that morning due 
to illness.  After the storm had passed, people scattered to 
check on their family members and friends.  Many miracle 
stories would be told in the following days and weeks.  In all, 
12 families in the congregation suffered total destruction or 
major damage which left them displaced from their homes.

As my wife Judi and I and several other parishioners sat 
in the candle-lit darkness of the Fellowship Hall on Sun-
day afternoon consoling some of the families who had lost 
their homes, food was already being brought in by others 
in the congregation whose homes were spared.  Late that 
afternoon, representatives from the Red Cross arrived and 
asked if they could set up a shelter for others whose homes 
were severely damaged or destroyed.  I told them that there 
was no light or heat since the power was off and the church 
did not have ready access to a generator, but a decision was 
made to open the shelter anyway.  

Illinois River District Superintendent Mary Kathryn 
Pearce contacted me and began the process of locating 
a generator to bring to the church on Monday morning.  
Then, late on Sunday evening at around 10:30 p.m., a young 
man from La Porte, Ind., pulled into the church parking lot 
with a generator on the back of his truck.  He shared that he 
had seen the story about the tornado on the national news 
and knew he needed to help, so he drove to the Washington 

police station and was directed 
to take the generator over to 
Evangelical UMC where a Red 
Cross shelter had been estab-
lished.  That small generator 
provided light and some heat 
from two space heaters he had 
brought as well and kept the 
refrigerator and freezer run-
ning through the night and the 
next morning until the power 
came back on.  

The next morning Dar-
ren (the young man with the 
generator) and Zac (an Army Reservist from 
Auburn, who had also driven up to help on 
Sunday night) went to a local grocery store 
to buy food and then fixed lunch for those 
who had stayed at the church overnight.  
When the power returned shortly after noon 
on Monday, these two young men packed 
up and headed down the road to see if there 
were other affected areas where they could 
provide help.

The Red Cross shelter at Evangeli-
cal became a feeding site after the power 
came back on and ladies from the church 
prepared hundreds of meals throughout the 
first week after the tornado, feeding those 
who came to the church for shelter, warmth, 
and sustenance as well as sending hundreds 
of meals out into the field where people 
were working to salvage possessions from 
their homes.  

The people of our church were phenomenal in the ways 
they stepped up to help those in need in our church and 
community.  Members and friends of the church helped 
in the kitchen to prepare meals and went out into people’s 
homes to help them recover what they could salvage in the 
days after the tornado.  Everyone who helped gave of them-
selves tirelessly in this effort.  

By Nov. 23, Red Cross moved out of the church, but 
the people of the church continued to reach out to serve 

those in need.  Donations poured into the church from all 
over the country.  Monetary donations totaling more than 
$14,000 were received from individuals and churches and 
in-kind donations were also sent.  A box of prayer blankets 
and prayer shawls arrived from Calvary United Methodist 
Church in Annapolis, Md., and the Busy Bees Ladies Sewing 
Group from Evangelical went into action to distribute those 
items to church members who had been displaced by the 
tornado.

NEWS Cover Story

threshold. Further debris removal does not qualify for the 
public assistance total because many insurance policies 
cover that removal.

City officials have assured residents crews will 
continue to clear debris in the right-of-way, regardless 
of whether the city will receive reimbursement for the 
manpower and effort needed to do it.

At the same time there is a demand for city services, 
the two major revenue sources – property taxes and sales 
taxes – have been hit sharply by the storm. With more 
than 1,200 homes damaged, there just aren't enough 
residences available in the Washington community to ac-
commodate those displaced by the storm. Many home-
owners are committed to staying in Washington but are 
having to look for temporary housing in nearby commu-
nities, meaning that their spending is temporarily leaving 
the community and their property, until rebuilt, is worth 
a fraction of what it was prior to the tornado.

Because of its close proximity to the storm and its 
ease of accessibility, Crossroads UMC became a center 
of disaster response.  However, Washington Evangelical 
UMC, closer to the downtown area, also has been active 
in the response. (see related story above)

Gifford
Cleanup is all but complete in Gifford, where long-

term recovery efforts have begun. More than 200 homes 
were damaged and 30 completely destroyed by the Nov. 
17 tornado.

Donations totaling more than $200,000 were received 
by the Gifford State Bank, which set up a separate 501(c)3 
charity to assist in disaster response. More than $50,000 
has been disbursed and since disbursement, the com-
munity charity has received an additional $150,000 in 
donations, leaving the community with $300,000 to begin 
its long-term recovery.

The Gifford United Methodist Church served a com-

munity Thanksgiving dinner for the fourth consecutive 
year with 100 persons in attendance.  

Brookport
While cold weather has hampered cleanup efforts in 

all parts of the state, a 10 inch snowfall coupled with a 
coating of ice has slowed long-term recovery efforts from 
beginning.

While Brookport UMC closed its doors in June 
2008, United Methodists have responded to the call for 
volunteers. Teams of early responders were a part of 200 
participating in a cleanup blitz the week before Thanks-
giving. Brookport also received volunteers and assistance 
from the Memphis Annual Conference, located in west-
ern Kentucky and Tennessee.

Mt. Sterling Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
and Brookport Baptist Church have served as the faith 
centers. Mt. Sterling has served residents and volunteers 
three meals daily and Brookport Baptist Church is the 
repository for donations of supplies.

RECOVERY  CONTINUED FROM PAGE  PB

VOLUNTEER REQUEST 
FROM WASHINGTON
A new appeal for volunteer teams has been sent from 
Washington Dec. 12. Teams are requested to sign in at 
the Bethany Community Church at 27265 Dutch Lane 
in Washington.

There is no need to call ahead of time unless you have 
a group of over 30 people, but you must register at the 
following times listed below. Teams and individuals do 
not have to be trained in Early Response to work in this 
debris sorting and removal. Teams of approximately 
8 people will be sent to work sites. You must provide 
your own transportation to reach the work site.  

Hand warmers, protective eye wear, N95 masks and 
general materials are available and the volunteer reg-
istration site. Take general tools for clean up like rakes, 
shovels, wheelbarrows, etc..  

Please be open to do whatever our community needs. 
Much of the work involves cleaning up yards, debris re-
moval, and debris sorting. Some work involves indoor 
donation sorting at local donation centers.

DATES AND TIMES VOLUNTEEERS MAY REGISTER

Thu, 12/19 at 8, 10, 12
Fri, 12/20 at 8, 10, 12
Sat, 12/21 at 8, 10, 12, 2
Mon, 12/23 at 8 and 12
Thu, 12/26 at 8, 10, 12
Fri, 12/27 at 8, 10, 12
Sat, 12/28 at 8, 10, 12, 2

If you have machinery or special equipment you think 
would be helpful for debris removal and clearing of 
properties, please email equipment@bethanycommu-
nitychurch.org.

Bunny Wolfe
IGRC Missions/Outreach Coordinator
bwolfe@igrc.org

OUTPOURING CONTINUED ON PAGE  12

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
IN BROOKPORT
BROOKPORT -- Volunteers are needed to finish cleanup 
work in Brookport and began on Dec. 14 with work 
through the following week.

At press time, there was a specific request for heavy 
equipment which is needed to pull down and demolish 
several structures.

Persons need not be UMCOR trained to volunteer, but 
advance notice of your plans would assist greatly.  To find 
out about current needs, contact Rev. Jeff Bealmear, pas-
tor of Metropolis First UMC, at 618-889-2641.

Photos by John Hauck
Pictured above:  Jessica Lutschg and Kylie in front of what used to be their neighborhood with Lee 
Newtson from Chicago who provided them with some gift cards and cash (Jessica and Kylie are also being 
helped by the church); youth and friends of church members helping carry items out of homes; the Busy 
Bees with prayer blankets and prayer shawls from Calvary UMC in Annapolis, MD.
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Some of you remember the famous Bible story of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. God rains down sulfur and fire from heaven 
destroying everything, the people, the animal kingdom, houses 
and magnificent buildings that etch the skyline of the cities. Why? 
Because wickedness and evil are the order of the day in Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Because time and again Sodom and Gomorrah 
ignores every prophet God sends warning them to change their 
ways; to do God’s will, to embrace right and righteousness. All 
was not lost when destruction hits the cities. Lot, his wife and 
two daughters escape. Unfortunately, Lot’s wife looks back and 
instantly turns into a pillar of salt.

Sodom and Gomorrah could have been saved. Abraham had 
made a bargain with God. If 10 righteous persons could be found. 
God promised not to destroy the cities. Ten was a reduced num-
ber. Initially, God had decided to destroy the cities if 50 persons 
could be identified before Abraham successfully 
asked for a reduced number. Alas, not even ten 
righteous persons could be found in Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Hence, they were destroyed.

Jeremiah found himself in the same position. God 
asked him to inform Judah and Israel of his disap-
pointment with their behavior. God’s chosen 
people were wrapped up, tied up and tangled up 
with idolatry, i.e., every god in the book. None of 
these gods had brought them out of Egypt and 
out of the house of bondage. None of these gods 
sustained them during a 40-year sojourn in the 
desert with food, drink and longevity. None of 
these gods delivered God’s chosen people to the 
Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 
To repeat, they had turned on their first love Yahweh and God 
insisted they turn back or face the consequences. No matter what 
Jeremiah said; God’s chosen people ignored him.

Given Peter Cartwright’s frontier reputation for confronting 
people with their sin, one wonders if his preaching to Judah and 
Israel would have made any difference. The question is based on 
an encounter Peter Cartwright had with a President of the United 
States nicknamed “Old Hickory.” Cartwright made it plain. “I 
understand that President Andrew Jackson is here this morning. 
I have been requested to be very guarded in my remarks. Let me 
say this, Andrew Jackson will go to hell if he doesn’t repent of his 
sin.” Alas, Jeremiah was not a Peter Cartwright. The impending 
doom of his people made him heartsick. And so Jeremiah raised 
the famous question “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no 
physician there?”

Jeremiah is heartsick

Jeremiah is disconsolate. That is the first thing we recognize in 
our text for today. His joy is gone. He cries for his people. Meta-
phorically speaking, “the harvest is past, the summer is gone.” 
People choose not to do what God says. They love the gods of 
other nations not God. Yahweh seems to be a party pooper. Have 
it your way is not his mantra. Instead, thou shalt not do this and 
thou shalt not do that are the guidelines. More importantly, Israel 
and Judah enjoy a distinction that no other people or nation pos-
sesses. They are God’s chosen. God is on their side. Hence, Israel 
and Judah convince themselves that Yahweh would never bring 
down the harshest punishment on them. Maybe they receive a 
slap on the wrist occasionally. But nothing like the fate Jeremiah 
writes about in the first chapter of his book, the fall, destruction 
and the captivity of Jerusalem. According to the prophet, Israel 
and Judah will run out of second and third chances. Avoiding 
God’s judgment, negative consequences, doom, and unneces-
sary tough times for turning away from God is not possible. For 
instance, on every pack of cigarettes, a similar warning is written. 
“Cigarette smoke contains carbon monoxide. Too much of it, kills 
quickly. Smoking causes lung cancer, heart disease, Emphysema 
and may complicate pregnancy.” Too much of it kills but not so 
quickly. Avoiding negative consequences to the human body and 
life itself is impossible if one smokes.

What makes Jeremiah most heartsick is the refusal to take God’s 
message seriously. His people could care less. They were too 
wrapped up in their own lives. Are we modern Christians like 

that? Of course, we are. Like Judah and 
Israel, like the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah or the people who 
talked about Moses for building an Ark 
claiming it was going rain for forty day 
and forty nights, we ignore or fail to 
put front and center what God requires 

of us. All too often, we miss the boat.

God is not pleased

Even though the people of God ignore 
Jeremiah, what is Jeremiah after? It is 
this: Jeremiah wants people to repent 
of their sins, just like the hearers of 

John the Baptist. In other words, pay 
more attention to what pleases God 
than God’s people. If we truly believe 
John 3:16; we would conclude that the 

Holocaust, American Slavery, The Trail 
of Tears experienced by Native Ameri-
cans, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 

Nagasaki, Hiroshima, the devastation of the 
Twin Towers and loss of lives during 911 did not 

please God. We serve a God who loves the world, every 
part of it. “Whosoever believes in me shall not perish but have ev-
erlasting life.” Jesus says. “Whosoever means Whosoever!” On the 
other hand, we may believe God has some satisfaction over na-
tions of the world including Uncle Sam pressing Syria’s President 
Assad “to eliminate all his chemical weapons in less than a year.” 
No bombing in Syria means a few more days or years of life for 
women and children, grandmothers and grandfathers, soldiers 
here and military folk there. Is this temporary and tenuous truce 
a balm in Gilead? Yes it is. To be sure, what pleases God does not 
always please humankind.

I read two stories that illustrate this dilemma. 

First, it is said that frontier evangelist Peter Cartwright “traveled 
circuits in Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.” Peter 
received 10,000 members into the Methodist Church, baptized 

12,000, conducted 500 funerals, and preached more than 
15,000 sermons by the time God called him home at 
four score years and seven. By any standard, it was 
a magnificent achievement yet. Everybody wasn’t 
happy with Peter. For example, two men threat-
ened to horsewhip Peter because their wives did 
the jerks in response to his preaching. Undaunted, 
Peter Cartwright confronted them. When Peter 
threatened to give them the jerks as well, the two 
turned tail and ran. Another man confronted Peter. 
So, Peter invited him into the woods to settle it. 
When the preacher leaped a fence and landed on 
his foot badly, he cried out in pain holding his leg 
and side. Caught off guard, the bully screamed that 
the preacher was going for a dagger and ran away. 

Finally, a group of men decided to gang up on the 
preacher. Cartwright ran toward them yelling for imaginary allies 
to jump in and help him. Yet, those troublemakers turned tail and 
ran. Pleasing God often displeases man. The people of God are no 
exception. In Peter Cartwright’s quest to please God, God brought 
him through “many dangers, toils and snares.”

Rick and Kay Warren were interviewed on CNN this week by Piers 
Morgan. Rick Warren is the famous pastor of Saddleback Church 
in Southern California. Reportedly, 20,000 worshipers attend his 
services every week plus 36 million copies of his book The Pur-
pose Driven Life have been sold. Morgan interviewed the Warrens 
because one of their sons took his own life six months ago. Kay 
Warren shared one conversation that emphasized the difficulty 
of serving God and her beloved son. Matthew was a patient 
grappling with mental illness. Because his medical history, no one 
would sell him a firearm. So Matthew asked his mother to help 
him secure a firearm. She refused, disappointing her beloved son. 
“I will do anything to help you live, but I will not help you take 
your life,” Kay said. Not to be denied, Matthew secured a firearm 
illegally and took his own life. 

The actions of Cartwright, Kay Warren and Jeremiah had to do 
with challenging the people of God to please God rather than 
themselves. Do we please God or ourselves when we go to 
church? Go to school? Get a job? Make money? Enjoy life? Buy a 
house? Get married? Have kids? Enjoy life? Raise children? Edu-
cate them? Empty the nest? Retire? 
“Enjoy life and die without fully 
becoming disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
Pleasing God and being obedient to 
God is not always the easiest thing 
to do. Again Jeremiah‘s question 
begs for an answer. The people of 
God are seriously wounded by their 
refusal to let “God be God” even 
when they know it’ll be the death 
of them. Upset, burned out and 
disgusted, a frustrated Jeremiah 
cries out “Is there no Balm in Gilead? 
Is there no physician there?”

A balm in Gilead

Jeremiah posed a strange ques-
tion. Balm in Gilead lay within the 
boundaries of Judah and Israel. 

Balm in Gilead was the popular prescription for eczema, sunburn, 
sprains, rashes and bruises. Furthermore, it killed pain associated 
with arthritis, bursitis and tendonitis. However, the people of 
God required healing from sprains, bruises and rashes caused by 
sin against God and each other. They needed a Balm in Gilead to 
come from God. Only God’s salve, when applied, could turn their 
hearts to the right. Only God’s balm could save them from Babylo-
nian captivity prophesied by Jeremiah on God’s behalf.

If the balm in Gilead required for the people of God wasn’t the 
healing ointment from a special tree or shrub in the Holy Land, 
what was it?  Kay Warren, mother of Matthew Warren who took 
his own life, tipped us off with a testimony. Even though Kay 
Warren failed to keep her son’s life from ending tragically, Kay said 
“there’s hope…it’s so important that people know, no matter how 
desperate their despair, there is hope, and not to give up.” Hope is 
a Balm in Gilead even if those around you have lost theirs. If noth-
ing else, the dying thief ought to teach us about hope. Seemingly 
lost forever, he does ask that our Lord remember him. Surprise, 
surprise, our Lord carries the dying thief with him to paradise.

The ministry of Peter Cartwright was a Balm in Gilead for the folks 
on the American frontier. If the West was won militarily, Peter 
Cartwright helped to win it spiritually. People responded to his 
ministry by the thousands. In short, Peter Cartwright called for 
repentance. And he spoke about God’s forgiveness and amazing 
grace. Repentance and divine forgiveness represent the healing 
and restorative power of a Balm in Gilead.

Personally, Peter Cartwright knew about Balm in Gilead. Weighted 
down by his own sin and a life not well lived, God answered 
Peter’s prayer in a powerful conversion experience. Cartwright 
recalled God’s voice in these words “Thy sins are all forgiven thee.” 
Lights flashed. Joy rose in his soul. Everything looked new. His 
praying mother raised a shout. His Christian friends joined him in 
praising God. From that day till the end of his ministry, Cartwright 
said he never doubted that the Lord “did, then and there, forgive 
me of my sins and give me religion.” There is power. There is heal-
ing in God’s forgiveness. Some call them A Balm in Gilead.

And yet, the healing experienced by Kay Warren and Peter 
Cartwright leaves us with a big fat question about Jeremiah. He 
has the reputation of a weeping prophet and limited success. 
How can you really know and feel the healing of the Balm in 
Gilead when God makes your life nothing but a cross? Let me 
explain. God calls Jeremiah into ministry as a boy. He will be 
God’s prophet to the “kingdoms and nations.” Although Jeremiah 
protests that he is too young, God calls him anyway. Accepting 
the call means Jeremiah will not have a fun-filled childhood like 
many people. That’s painful. Second, God informs Jeremiah that 
he can never marry or have children. His entire life will be in God’s 
service. Third, God gives Jeremiah the task of preaching to nations 
and kingdoms that constantly reject what he prophesies. Their 
rejection takes on many forms, namely shunning, beatings, whips, 
slaps, the stocks, jail, prison, constant death threats, virtually no 
friends and protracted bouts of sadness. That is suffering extraor-
dinaire. More importantly, God will not allow the cup to pass from 
Jeremiah.

Maybe you are getting the point of Jeremiah’s life. Maybe Jer-
emiah’s suffering reveals the ultimate genesis of God’s healing in 
his life. Jeremiah is one of the Christ figures in the Old Testament. 
Like Jesus, he is “despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, 
acquainted with grief, he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.” Like so many 
others and Christ who came generations after, Jeremiah engaged 
in redemptive suffering on behalf of the people of God. He was 
like a good shepherd who lies down his life for the sheep. In that 
faithfulness, he found his joy and peace.

That is why another long suffering community could answer 
Jeremiah’s question. In their protracted suffering, God saved them 
and gave them a song to sing. Through their redemptive suffer-
ing, they survived and birthed future generations of which I am 
an heir. Glory Hallelujah! My enslaved ancestor’s answered Jeremi-
ah’s question with a word for those who feel eternally wounded in 
life. “There is a Balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, there 
is a Balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick whole. Sometimes I feel 
discouraged and thing my work’s in vain. But then the Holy Spirit 
revives my soul again. There is a Balm in Gilead. If you can’t preach 
like Peter, if you can’t pray like Paul, just tell the love of Jesus and 
say he died for all. There is a Balm in Gilead, to make the wounded 
whole. There is a Balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul.” Amen.

   A bAlm in 

Gilead
(Editor’s note: 2013 marked the 45th year of the Historical Messenger, 

which is undergoing a change in publication. Beginning with Vol. 45, No. 1, 

the January-April issue and all future issues have been published as part of 

The Current, enabling a wider readership. This article is a transcript of the 

annual Peter Cartwright Memorial Sermon, delivered by Bishop Jonathan 

D. Keaton, at Peter Cartwright Memorial UMC on Sept. 22, 2013. This 

article represents the Historical Messenger’s  Vol. 45, No. 4 issue)

Historical MESSENGER

ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS CONFERENCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
APPLICATION FOR 2014 MEMBERSHIP

Last Name _________________________ First Name _________________ Title ________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State __________  ZIP______________
Email Address  __________________________________________________________
Local Church Name and City  _________________________________________________

Membership Dues for 2012 Enclosed (Check one):
______ $10/yr. (Class Leader) _____ $20/yr. (Circuit Rider) _____ $30/yr. (Presiding Elder)

Make check payable to Illinois Great Rivers Conference and mail to:
Illinois Great Rivers Conference Historical Society
P. O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207
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National NEWS

NEW YORK, N.Y. -- Thanks to the 
generosity of United Methodists 
around the world, more than 
880 projects and missionaries 
will receive a financial boost to 
help them meet their mission 
goals. The denomination’s 
General Board of Global Min-
istries announced that the first-ever 
UMC #GivingTuesday generated a record 
$6.5 million online on December 3. Nearly 
11,000 donors in 34 countries gave more 
than 16,300 gifts through The Advance 
to mission and ministries they believe in. 
Global Ministries matched the first $500,000 
received.

Building on the recent US shopping tradi-
tions of Black Friday, Local Business Saturday, 
and Cyber Monday, UMC #GivingTuesday 
offered an opportunity to start the holiday 

season by giving instead of getting, 
while supporting organizations that 

are transforming the world.

“We were overwhelmed by this 
giving that went far beyond our 
dreams,” said Thomas Kemper, 
the head of Global Ministries. 

“The people called Methodists once 
again have exceeded themselves in love 

and solidarity.”

Noting the extensive number of Advance 
projects and that “100% goes to mission,” 
donor Ann Bosson Greenberg wrote in 
a Facebook post, “I am so happy to be a 
Methodist Christian!” Greenberg shared that 
she had made a gift to Alternative Rite of 
Passage, an organization that is working to 
eliminate female circumcision in Kenya.

The Advance is The United Methodist 

Church’s giving channel which ensures that 
100 percent of each gift supports the project 
designated by the donor; it is a link that 
connects the church in mission. The Advance 
encompasses more than 850 Methodist-re-
lated projects and more than 300 missionar-
ies, all of them reviewed and monitored by 
Global Ministries staff.

Kemper said, “By promoting UMC Giving 
Tuesday, conferences and local churches 
significantly helped educate their members 
about The Advance—a giving channel that 
would not be possible without apportion-
ments to cover administrative costs.” He 
added, “Having matching funds available 
not only directly benefited the projects, but 
helped build momentum for the campaign.”

One ministry supported through The Ad-
vance is The Appalachia Service Project. As 
he thanked supporters, Walter Crouch, who 

leads the organization, said, “The Advance 
is a blessing. Our mission of making the 
homes of low-income families in Appalachia 
warmer, safer, and drier depends on consis-
tent, reliable financial support. The Advance 
provides just that.”

A final accounting of the distribution of gifts 
will be available by December 16. Kemper 
thanked the staff who connected Global 
Ministries with the national #GivingTuesday 
campaign, helped promote the event, and 
made it technically possible to process more 
than $6.5 million online. He hopes that UMC 

#GivingTuesday raised awareness about the 
impact that United Methodists have in the 
lives of people served by Advance projects. 
“While Giving Tuesday is just one day, these 
ministries are transforming the world all year 
around,” he said.

Historic UMC #GivingTuesday is Record-Breaking Day for Mission

istries announced that the first-ever 

season by giving instead of getting, 
while supporting organizations that 

are transforming the world.

“We were overwhelmed by this 

“The people called Methodists once 

UNITED METHODIST REPORTER STAFF REPORT

MADISON, Wis. -- A federal judge ruled last week that 
the Internal Revenue Service provisions that allow clergy to 
avoid taxes on housing allowances is unconstitutional.

U.S. District Court Judge Barbara Crabb ruled on No-
vember 22, 2013 that Section 107(2) of the tax code violates 
the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution (“Congress shall make no law respecting 
as establishment of religion…”), based in her belief  that the 
Section 107(2)  “provides a benefit to religious persons and no 
one else, even though doing so is not necessary to alleviate a 
special burden on religious exercise.”

A complaint was also made in opposition to Section 
107(1) of the tax code which allows clergy to live in church 
owned parsonages without paying taxes on that portion of 
their compensation. Judge Crabb dismissed that complaint as 
part of her order.

The suit was filed by the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation(FFRF), based in Wisconsin. In their complaint 
they asserted that the housing allowance violated the sepa-
ration of church and state, and that the principle of equal 
protection should allow any non-profit to likewise receive the 
same exemption.

The provision for a tax benefit for clergy and others living 
in employer owned housing dates back to the 1920’s. That 
benefit was extended to cash allowances in with the enact-
ment of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. In 2002 Con-
gress clarified the provisions by adding language limiting the 
amount of the allowance to the fair market rental value of the 
home.

The trend in recent years has been to move clergy from 
church-owned parsonages to housing allowances as a means 
of allowing clergy to purchase their own homes and build 
equity.

While the judge has ruled Section 107(2) unconstitu-
tional, no actual changes are happening at this time as she 
has delayed the implementation of that decision until any 
appeals which may be filed by the government are concluded. 
The government has 60 days to appeal the decision, and while 
some observers wonder if there will be no appeal to prevent 

the ruling from having nationwide impact, most observers 
believe an appeal is likely.

“This is nothing to panic about,” said Jim Allen, treasurer 
of the Tennessee Annual Conference. “This is something to 
keep on the radar, but there’s still a long way to go.”

The General Council on Finance and Administration of 
The United Methodist Church (GCFA) agrees. “If an appeal 
is filed,” said GCFA in a statement released earlier today, “it 
is certainly conceivable that this case could take several more 
years to be finally decided.”

GCFA said that they will be monitoring the case as it 
develops, and will take actions to represent the interests of 
The United Methodist Church as needed. However, they 
believe that it is “…too early to fully understand the impact 
of this case, or to predict the chances for this decision to be 
reversed.”

According to Peter J. Reilly in an article at www.forbes.
com, the cost of the allowance exclusion to the U.S. govern-
ment is approximately $700 million per year. Part of the 
argument made by FFRF in their complaint is that this allow-
ance for religious clergy represents an increase in taxation for 
non-religious persons.

This ruling has no impact on the Social Security/self-
employment status of United Methodist clergy.

(Reprinted from a Nov. 26 post from the United Methodist 
Reporter, www.unitedmethodistreporter.com)

GCFA statement on clergy 
housing case in Wisconsin
NASHVILLE, Tenn.  – On November 21, 2013, a 
federal district court judge in Madison, Wiscon-
sin held that a portion of Section 107 of the 
tax code is unconstitutional. Section 107 is the 
provision dealing with tax-favored housing ben-
efits for clergy. Specifically, the court held that 
Section 107(2), which permits clergy to receive 
a tax-free cash “housing allowance,” is unconsti-
tutional because it violates the Establishment 
Clause of the First Amendment of the U.S. Con-
stitution (“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion…”). Section 
107(1), which allows clergy to reside tax-free in 
a church-provided parsonage, was not affected 
by the court’s decision.

In the case, Freedom From Religion Foundation, 
et al. v. Lew, et al., the United States government 
was the party which defended the constitution-
ality of Section 107, a federal law enacted by 
Congress many decades ago. As the losing par-
ty, the government must now decide whether 
it wants to appeal this decision to the next level 
of the federal court system, the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Chicago. GCFA believes an 
appeal is likely.

The court in Wisconsin delayed the implemen-
tation of its decision until any appeals which 
may be filed by the government are concluded 
or until the deadline for filing an appeal has 
passed, whichever is later. GCFA understands 
that the government will have sixty days to file 
an appeal, and so the district court’s decision 
will have no effect until sometime in 2014 at the 
earliest. If an appeal is filed, it is certainly con-
ceivable that this case could take several more 
years to be finally decided.

GCFA is tasked by The Book of Discipline with 
the responsibility to protect the legal rights and 
interests of the United Methodist denomination. 
However, it is too early to fully understand the 
impact of this case, or to predict the chances for 
this decision to be reversed. GCFA will continue 
to actively monitor the case as it develops, and 
will take the appropriate actions at the appro-
priate times to represent the interests of the 
denomination.

If you have any questions, please email them to 
legal@gcfa.org.

Life on both sides of the issue
BY RICHARD PECK

A federal judge ruled that the In-
ternal Revenue Service provisions that 
allow clergy to avoid taxes on housing 
allowances is unconstitutional.

U.S. District Court Judge Barbara 
Crabb ruled on Nov. 22 that Sec-
tion 107(2) of the tax code violates 
the Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
. She said the section “provides a ben-
efit to religious persons and no one else, even though doing 
so is not necessary to alleviate a special burden on religious 
exercise.”

I’ve now lived on both sides of the issue. For years, I was 
able to deduct the cost of housing from the salary I reported 
to IRS. However, the church agencies I served were prohibited 
from paying half of my Social Security. I was treated as a self-
employed person and paid the full amount.

It was a wash.
Now retired from the ministry, the agency I now serve 

treats me as a layperson and specifies no amount of my salary 
as a housing allowance. However, the agency pays half of my 
Social Security payment. Frankly, this is far better for me as I 
have no mortgage.

If this ruling is upheld, clergy will be penalized for being 
clergy. They lose the ability to deduct the amount they pay for 
housing from their salary, and unlike all others, they will have 
to pay the full amount of their Social Security.

While the Establishment Clause may prohibit special 
privileges for clergy, I don’t think it was meant to penalize 
them.

(Richard Peck is an award-winning journalist and member 
of the United Methodist Association of Communicators Hall of 
Fame.  He currently serves as the communications coordinator 
for United Methodist Men and editor of UM Men magazine. 
Reprinted with permission from a Nov. 27 post on the United 
Methodist Reporter website, www.unitedmethodistreporter.com)

Judge rules housing allowance unconstitutional, 
GCFA responds
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Global NEWS

Remembering Nelson Mandela 
and his Methodist connections
BY LINDA BLOOM*

NEW YORK (UMNS) -- Throughout his life, Nelson 
Mandela had many connections to Methodism.

A graduate of a Methodist boarding school where 
many future African leaders were educated, the anti-apart-
heid champion was mentored by Methodist preachers and 
educators and formed a bond with a Methodist chaplain 
while in prison.

As president of South Africa, he worked with church 
leaders in shaping a new nation and eventually married 
Graça Machel, a United Methodist, widow of the former 

president of Mozambique and an advocate for women’s and 
children’s rights.

When that couple made a surprise appearance before 
the United Methodist Council of Bishops during a Novem-
ber 2006 meeting in Maputo, Mozambique, Bishop Janice 
Huie, then the council’s president, declared the group was 
“blessed” to have them in their presence. “We have been 
in the company of the saints and we know it, and we are 
grateful," she said.

The World Methodist Council recognized Mandela as 
a "symbol of freedom, justice and peace" when presenting 
him with its 2000 peace award.

"As a national and world leader his name is syn-
onymous with reconciliation," said Frances Alguire, the 

council's chairperson, when the award was announced. "As 
a person he is remarkably free of bitterness. His life reflects 
the qualities of the World Methodist Peace Award."

Early Methodist roots
Mandela was born July 18, 1918, at Mvezo in the 

Eastern Cape and graduated from Healdtown, a board-
ing school started by Methodist missionaries in 1845. The 
Rev. Seth Mokitimi was the school’s chaplain. A renowned 
Methodist preacher and educator who in 1964 became the 
first black person elected to lead a major denomination in 
South Africa, he had a powerful influence on Mandela. 

A new Methodist seminary, 
opened in 2009 within the Pieter-
maritzburg Cluster of ecumeni-
cal theological institutions at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal near 
Durban, is named after Mokitimi, 
who died in 1971.

As a leader in a campaign 
against the apartheid system, Man-
dela was sentenced to life imprison-
ment on Robben Island in 1963. The 
Rev. Peter Storey, a Methodist pas-
tor, served as chaplain to Mandela 
and other prisoners.

Storey, a former president of 
the Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa, also became a close associate 
of Anglican Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu in the church's anti-apartheid 
struggles. 

Freed from prison on Feb. 11, 
1990, Mandela was elected South 

Africa's president in 1994. He appointed Storey to help 
form South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
which was established in 1995 and received world attention 
as a model of how to seek national healing and forgiveness.

"We knew we needed the truth to build a new nation,” 
Storey said in 2005 when he was a professor at Duke Divin-
ity School. “Without truth, no healing. Without forgive-
ness, no future." 

Challenge to the church
After Mandela’s election, Methodist leaders recognized 

the church’s “critical role” in creating a new South Africa. 
"The biggest challenge is for the church to learn to work 
with a government that is legitimate," then-Bishop H. 

A 2002 file photo courtesy of Africa University.
Graça Machel, wife of Nelson Mandela, receives an honorary doctorate during the 10th anniversary celebration at Africa University. Vice chancellor Rukudzo Murapa (left) 
and Chancellor Emilio J.M. de Carvalho confer the degree. 

 A UMNS 2006 file photo by Stephen Drachler. 
Bishop Janice Huie escorts Nelson Mandela and his wife, Graça Machel, as Bishop João Somane Machado leads the way. 

When Nelson Mandela 
came to dinner
BY BISHOP SALLY DYCK

One of the most incredible experiences I’ve had as 
a bishop was a few years ago when the Council of 
Bishops went to Mozambique.  One evening Nelson 

Mandela, the former president of 
South Africa and a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, and his wife, Graca 
Machel, who live in the capital of 
Mozambique–in fact, just down the 
road from where we were staying–
came to dinner.

His wife, Graca Machel, had been 
invited to speak and she told 
her story of being educated in a 
Methodist school. She was truly 

impressive as a leader in her own right, having taken 
the country of Mozambique from almost complete 
illiteracy to a high level of literacy.

At her encouragement following her presentation, 
Nelson Mandela got up to address us.  I have to say 
that he had become rather frail and sometimes lost 
his place in his own thoughts, but he radiated power 
and goodness.  He started telling an old joke which 
he seemed to have appropriated as a description for 
his life.  It took him 3 attempts but in the end it went 
something like this:

He’s getting up in years and one day he knows he’ll 
go to the Pearly Gates.  When he gets there, an angel 
will ask him his name. And he will say, “Madiba,” 
which is his name in his own language.  Then the an-
gel looks through the list and says, “I don’t see your 
name on the list.”  Mandela asks him to look again.  
The angel looks again and still can’t find Mandela’s 
name on the list.

Then the angel politely apologizes to him and 
instructs him that since his name isn’t on the list, he 
needs to go “down the hall;” in other words to the 
“other place” where people go after this life.  As he 
tells the story, it’s obvious that he thinks this is very 
funny because he says, “Fine, I’ll go down the hall 
to the other place…and I will do there what I did 
here (on earth).” I took that to mean that he would 
“organize hell.”

It was an appropriated joke but in it was a message 
that I have since cherished.  No matter where we 
find ourselves–even in the hells of injustice, prison, 
oppression–we can do something to organize it to 
become a place of justice, freedom and peace.

A great man has died but don’t think he’ll be sent 
down the hall to do there what he did here…I think 
he counts on us to do that.

(Reprinted from Bishop Sally Dyck’s blog, http://
bishopdyck.org. Bishop Sally Dyck is bishop of the 
Chicago Area (Northern Illinois Conference) of The 
United Methodist Church)

Mvume Dandala said during a 1998 interview with United 
Methodist News Service in New York.

But the reluctance to criticize had to be addressed. "The 
euphoria of having our own government is still with us and 
it still is not easy to draw attention to what might be wrong," 
Dandala explained. Churches also had to help continue the 
healing process started by the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, he said.

Mandela retired as South Africa’s president in 1999 
after serving one term, but he continued to have an influ-
ence both globally and on the African continent. On July 18, 
2009, his birthday was declared International Mandela Day 
and has become an annual event for community service.

The Methodist Church in South Africa was started in 
1836 by British Methodists and became autonomous in 
1883. Today, it is made up of six countries in Southern Af-
rica, and 2.5 million people claim a religious affiliation with 
the denomination. 

*Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
reporter based in New York. Follow her at:  http://twitter.com/
umcscribe
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Conference NEWS

Decatur philanthropist, IGRC staffer 
Cam McKinney dies unexpectedly
BY THERESA CHURCHILL
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR — Whether she was feeding the hungry, 
housing the homeless or otherwise seeing to people’s 
comfort, Camilla “Cam” McKinney always went the extra 
mile.

That’s how people remember the 67-year-old woman 
after she died unexpectedly of natural causes and was 
discovered Dec. 3 in her Decatur home.

McKinney was a driving force behind the Decatur 
Celebration from its start in 1986, and Decatur Family 
Sanctuary, the city’s only shelter for homeless families, is 
one of her more visible legacies.

“We always knew we could call each other at 10:30 
p.m. because we both had weird schedules,” said Kathleen 
Taylor, director of the shelter. “It’s going to take five people 
to do what she did — Cam loved the Lord, she really did, 
and her life was all about service.”

The first director of city’s business incubator 
— renamed the Business Center of Decatur in 1998 
— McKinney had in more recent years worked in 
congregational development for the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, covering the 
southern two-thirds of Illinois.

One of her pastors, the Rev. Kent King-Nobles of 
Decatur First UMC, remembers her as a tireless worker.

“Her primary responsibility was to work with small-
membership churches to help them figure out how to 
grow,” King-Nobles said. “She was also the lay leader of our 
congregation for years and years.”

An avid cook, McKinney gravitated toward the 
church kitchen, and while Taylor was director of the Good 
Samaritan Inn, helped start a “dinner downtown” for the 
charity’s clientele on the last Saturday of the month so the 
soup kitchen’s facility could be deep-cleaned.

McKinney also helped plan a poverty summit at St. 
Thomas Catholic Church in 2008 that spawned Decatur 
Family Sanctuary, which opened in 2011.

Sister JoAn Schullian of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church said McKinney devoted herself to helping people 
struggling with poverty and injustice, whether locally or 
abroad. “She had a lot of vision and was always trying to 
get people together,” Schullian said.

McKinney was a founding board member for Decatur 
Family Sanctuary and also for Decatur Is Growing 
Gardeners, or DIGG, which got its start in 2009.

One of her longest associations, however, was with the 
Decatur Celebration, for which she parked cars, managed 
the Kids Block and most recently ran a hospitality center.

“She just had a passion for helping the community,” 
said Fred Puglia, former producer of the festival. “She was 
a rare gem.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Dec. 5 issue of the 
Decatur Herald & Review, www.herald-review.com).

BY MIKE CRAWFORD
IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development

Kent King-Nobles said it well in Cam’s memorial service on 
Saturday, Dec. 7. He said that all who were present could 
work together to list the many things Cam was involved in 
and still not come up with everything. 

In going through the first pile (of which there are several) 
on her desk, I discovered two short bio’s that mentioned 
at least four initiatives and organizations that she started 
as a business person prior to her employment at IGRC that 
went beyond the ones about which I already knew. Cam 
was an entrepreneur and initiator. As her supervisor, some-
times the biggest challenge was keeping her reined in so 
she didn’t get going too fast and promise more than one 
person -- even one person of her energy and commitment 
-- could accomplish.

The article in the Decatur Herald and Review (see related 
story on this page) did a great job of capturing much of 
Cam’s spirit, at least much of her professional and servant 
life. Having worked with Cam, first as volunteers on the 
original Congregational Development Team as it was 
formed in 2001 and then as staff in the Office of Congrega-
tional Development for the past 10 years, I came to know 
Cam well.

One aspect which was overlooked in the article is her pas-
sion for the rights of immigrants and immigration reform. 
She read much on this issue, connected with advocacy 
groups, and longed for the day when this issue could be 
addressed in what she believed to be a just way in our 
society. 

The largest gap in the article is the personal side of Cam. 
Her gracious spirit was always evident. Many a day indi-
viduals would walk into the United Methodist Center and 
engage in a conversation with Cam, often not needing 
anything but someone who would listen and affirm them. 

Anyone who knew Cam very well at all was aware of how 
much she loved her sons, daughters-in-law, and grandchil-
dren. I feel as if I “heard” her grandchildren grow up, from 
birth through pre-school, and their activities. 

There are two terms to describe Cam as I have reflected 
on her life this past week: advocate for the underdog and 
loyal friend. She advocated for and served the overlooked 
and marginalized, whether they were hungry, homeless, 
immigrants, small churches, or just hurting individuals, she 
sought to do whatever she could.

As loyal friend, Cam had a different working definition of 
friend than most people. To her a friend was whomever 
she met. She would do anything she could for anyone who 
asked. There was an exception to her friend definition. 
If someone hurt one of her family or a closer friend, she 
was like a momma bear seeking to protect her cubs. You 
could hurt her and still be a friend, but cross someone she 
loved and you ended up on another list. I know for a fact 
that she treated me with greater loyalty and respect than I 
deserved. It was who she was.

Her death leaves a large hole in the lives of many people 
and organizations, let alone the United Methodist Center. 
It will be a long time before I will walk into the Center and 
not expect to see her smiling face, to engage in a conver-
sation about family, work, and serving. And I know I am 
not the only one.

Note: As the Office of Congregational Development and the 
Conference Staff seek to follow-up on all the work in which 
Camilla was engaged, the help of the churches and people 
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference is needed. If Camilla 
was currently engaged in any process with your church and 
further help is needed, please contact Mike Crawford (mcraw-
ford@igrc.org or 217-299-4820) or Jill Stone (congdev@igrc.
org or 217-529-3219) and we will reply as soon as possible.

Decatur philanthropist, IGRC staffer 

On Nov. 25, the Red Cross contacted the church 
again to see if they could set up a Multi-Agency Resource 
Center (MARC) in the Fellowship Hall of the church.  
The MARC had been established at the Five Points Com-
munity Center, but had to be moved to prepare for a 
pre-Thanksgiving meal for residents who had lost their 
homes and those who were helping with the recovery 
efforts.  Two days later, the MARC opened again at Evan-
gelical and throughout that week more than 2,000 people 
received assistance from 45 agencies.  It was like a well-
oiled machine seeing people being directed to the tables 
where they needed to go to get the right kind of assistance 
as they began to piece their lives back together.

In addition to hosting the Red Cross MARC in their 
building, the church also served as a distribution center 
for the Washington Rotary Club Foundation to provide 
grants to low-income families who had lost their homes 
and possessions, most of whom were not insured and 
many who did not have a church connection.  As a Rotar-
ian, I offered to use the Shepherd Fund of the Evangelical 
UMC as a conduit for grants provided by the Washington 
Rotary Club Foundation.

I have never been more fulfilled as a United Method-
ist pastor and a Rotarian as I was during that week when 
$52,000 in grants were given to families who had lost 
everything in the tornado.  Not only were we able to help 
them financially, but I had the opportunity to pray with 
many families who needed to know that God was still 
with them as they began the long process of recovery and 
healing.

As of Dec. 13, the Washington Rotary Club had given 
out nearly $100,000 in grants.  The Washington Rotary 
Club not only provided grants to those in need, but they 
also asked local pastors to follow up with families who 
did not have a church connection.  I have been following 
up with five families who were helped.  As I have been 
in contact with these families, it has been amazing to see 
how God has worked through our church to bring hope 
and healing.  

After we were sure that our church members had 
received the help they needed, I began to direct some 
attention to these other families in our community.  We 

were able to locate beds and dressers that were donated 
by church members and others in our area, we helped a 
young nursing student at Illinois Central College who lost 
everything in her apartment in the Georgetown Com-
mons area get a new set of tires for her car, and the list 
just goes on and on.  As we provided for their material 
needs, I also invited these families to come to our worship 
service on Sunday, December 8, where we had a time 
at the end of the service for people to come forward for 
prayers for healing.  Three of the families we have been 
reaching out to responded and came to worship with us 
that day.  

God is good and gracious and the healing process has 
just begun.  But we will continue to provide services and 
counseling to our church members and new friends.  We 
are in this for the duration, no matter how long it takes.  
We celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas and His 
resurrection at Easter, but this year the resurrection story 
is very real in the Advent and Christmas season as the 
lives of those affected by the tornado are rising up with 
renewed hope in this time of recovery and healing.” 

On Dec. 14, Evangelical UMC partnered with the 
Hinckley First United Methodist Church in the North-
ern Illinois Conference in a toy and gift giveaway they 
called “Create Christmas.”  Justin and Laura Jo Morrow 
coordinated this event, which was the first of numerous 
gift giveaways in Washington during the holiday season.  
Justin is a former member of the Hinckley congregation, 
where his mother still attends, and they wanted to know 
what they could do to help residents of Washington who 
were devastated by the tornado.

Several trucks from Hinckley arrived in Washington 
Dec. 11, with new toys and gift items for the children of 
the community who had lost their homes.  In addition, 
many monetary gifts were sent from all over the country 
to help with this event.  

Carrie Best, a member of the Evangelical UMC who 
now lives in Tampa, Fla., wore a Washington Strong t-
shirt in her community one day and people began coming 
up to her and giving her money to be used to help people 
from Washington who were in need.  She was able to 
send a check for $500 to help “Create Christmas” for the 
children of Washington.

OUTPOURING CONTINUED FROM PAGE  8




