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9-11 came and went with hardly a stir. True, 
President Obama and the First Lady led a national 
remembrance for the nation accompanied by a powerful 
time of silent prayer. Other less publicized but no less 
relevant memorials were held. 

Still, 11 years later, words don’t capture the pain, loss 
and agony unleashed upon the world by the fall of the 
North and South Towers of the World Trade Center in 
New York, the assault on the Pentagon and its inhabit-
ants by a highjacked American jet and the crash of a 
United jet in Shanksville, Pa.,  aided by the heroic last 
stand of passengers over highjackers.

Time seemed to stand still as did life in the world. 
Death and carnage were omnipresent. Churches were 
jammed. Families drew near. Athletes bowed in prayer 
before the action began. People watched news until its 
sheer madness and violence required turning away for 
some peace of mind. We wept with those who wept. 
We rejoiced with those who rejoiced. To an imperfect 
degree, we walked and prayed for those whose lives 
and challenges were eternally stamped with reminders 
of that fateful day. And yet, our most recent 9-11 came 
with hardly a stir. 

The aftermath of 9-11 has taught us many lessons. 
Among them is this: “Hope springs eternal.”  God keeps 
reminding us that resurrections are real and somewhat 
commonplace. They are without end and somewhat 
commonplace, personally and corporately. A say-
ing of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., makes the 
point, “for every Good Friday, there is an Easter.”  New 
York City chose not to succumb to protracted lament 
acknowledging, “Gee, ain’t it awful.”  Rather, NYC has 
kept busy with the work of resurrection. From the dust, 
the ashes and the downtimes, New York City has sprung 
to new life.        

Sometimes I wonder if we United Methodists have 
sung, said, preached, lectured, reported and/or repeated, 
“Gee, ain’t it awful” ad nauseam regarding our 40-year 
membership decline. Is it not time to fully give our-
selves to the work and publicity of resurrections, big or 
small?  What happened during 9-11 was not a perma-
nent state. Neither was Good Friday. Both of them were 

followed by resurrections.       
As my wife and I prepared for our arrival in the 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference, a pastor and his wife 
emailed me a riveting note. It was entitled, “Your depar-
ture and current salvations.”  I am divulging an excerpt 
of what they wrote to me Monday, August 13, 2012 5:13 
p.m.: 

We want to thank you for being faithful to Christ and 
your evangelical roots in the church. Some years ago you 
asked us to let you know if we had been able to lead any-
one to new faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. I am 
happy to report that over the past three weeks our parish 
with the leadership from XUMC and a layman have been 
used by God to bring 85 people to new faith in Christ!...
the youngest one that I was able to lead to faith in Christ 
was an 8 year old boy. Most of the salvations were the 
generation between the ages of 8 and 22. A few over the 
ages 70 also made decisions for Christ. I thought it might 
lift your spirits to know that the work of evangelism is still 
going on in the conference and the Father is still drawing 
people to faith in Jesus…I trust that you will see a great 
harvest of souls in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference… 

Going out the door, they reminded me that my 
passionate quest for disciple making had not fallen on 
deaf ears. Would I have ever known had I not been reas-
signed?  I don’t really know. Nevertheless, I am expect-
ing a continual harvest from every single church in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference. Need I say 
“making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world,” is our main thing.   

On the first day of the week, the gospels report that 
the disciples spoke joyously, “The Lord is risen.”  And 
hearers responded, “The Lord is risen indeed!”  If I con-
front you with good news that “The church is growing.”  
Surprise me with this affirmation of faith, “The church 
is growing indeed!”  

Nothing can separate us from resurrections, big 
or small; not 9-11, not Good Friday, not “Gee, ain’t it 
awful.”     

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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Retired pastor Rev. Edward Milhouse, died Sept. 
8.  Rev. Milhouse pastored several churches in the 
Central Illinois Conference before retiring in 1986.  
Cards and expressions of sympathy may be sent to 
Delta Milhouse at 19130 Sunny Acres Rd., Petersburg 
62675 or to Mark Milhouse at 19 Brocmore Woods, Pe-
tersburg 62675. A full obituary can be found at www.
hurleyfh.com  

Retired pastor Rev. James W. Hancock, died on , 
Sept. 20, in Knoxville.

He began his ministry in the Pilgrim Holiness 
church, but became a Methodist pastor in 1957 and 
served local churches in the Central Illinois Confer-
ence, retiring from Spring Bay in 1983.

Visitation was on Sunday, September 23, at the 
Rux Funeral Home in Galva.

Funeral services were, Sept. 24, 11:00 am, at Galva 
First United Methodist Church.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his wife, 
Minerva Hancock, 1207 Knox Highway 25, Galesburg, 
IL 61401. Or you may leave a note for the family at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com

Xenia UMC has a free Baldwin organ 
Good condition.  41" tall. 52X60 including pedals. Has 41 
selection tabs. Cover with key lock. Contact 618-678-2401 
or 618-662-2965.

FREE Cheney Chair Lift has a 13 foot track which 
can move from ground level to an upper or lower level. 
The chair lift, which previously was installed in another 
church was used by the Jerome UMC in Springfield while 
the church installed an elevated lift.  Recipient is respon-
sible for pickup and installation of the chair lift. Contact 
Paul Black at 217-652-6830 or pblack@igrc.org to see the 
chair lift.

Assistant to the Chaplain
Are you a passionate listener who is able to help youth 
with their spiritual healing and growth? 
Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana, IL seeks a 
part-time Assistant to the Chaplain who will help foster 
spiritual and emotional healing and growth in the lives of 
the youth. Assist in planning and implementing spiritual 
programs and services for residents, including weekly 
Chapel services and special holiday celebrations. Develop 
individualized lesson plans from approved curriculum 
and lead spiritual group sessions for clients. 
Excellent opportunity for a dedicated team player with a 
bachelor’s degree or five years experience working with 
children, youth and families. Coursework in Theology, 
Biblical studies, Christian ministry, Youth ministry, or Clini-
cal Pastoral Education preferred. Must be able to interact 
with people from diverse backgrounds, and be able to 
maintain strict client and staff confidentiality. For consid-
eration, apply online at www.cunninghamhome.org
by Oct. 15, 2012. 
Cunningham values diversity and we are an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

SPRINGFIELD – When Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton 
received the news in July about his move to the United Meth-
odist Church’s Illinois Great Rivers Conference headquar-
tered in Springfield, he had a ready answer for the Commit-
tee on Episcopacy.

“I told them, ‘I’ll go where assigned,’” recalls Keaton, in 
a recent interview at the conference’s offices where he took 
over Sept. 1. “It goes out of the commitment I made (at my 
ordination) in 1970.”

If the 66-year-old Keaton has had any misgivings about 
the move to Springfield, they haven’t surfaced.

Keaton can be assured that this is the last move of his 
episcopacy, having spent the last eight years as bishop of the 
Michigan Area, which includes the Detroit and West Michi-
gan conferences. Before that, he served as bishop of the Ohio 
East Conference for eight years.

The mandatory retirement age for bishops in the UMC 
is 72 and bishops can’t begin another four-year term during 
which they would reach that threshold.

But Keaton, who will be officially welcomed in a celebra-
tion at Springfield First UMC Sept. 30, says his passion for 
ministry still burns.

“I did not come here to retired in terms of taking it easy,” 
Keaton says. “I did come here to retire (as bishop>) There’s 
the duality.

“I won’t ease into retirement, but I’ll keep focused and 
keep up the momentum.”

‘Growing the church’
At this summer’s jurisdictional meeting in Akron, Ohio, 

Keaton chastised some delegates in the UMC’s General 
Conference who in a survey rated “restructuring” as their 
top priority for the church while ignoring other issues, such 
as the denomination’s membership slide. (According to 2009 
numbers from the UMC’s General Council on Finance & 
Administration, there were 7.8 million members in the U.S., 
a 1.2 percent drop from the last five-year reporting period.)

“The mission of the church is to make disciples of Christ 

for the transformation of the world,” Keaton says. “Why 
didn’t we say  (the top priority) was disciple-making?”

“The issue wasn’t that the church shouldn’t be discussing 
(issues like restructuring.) It should, but not at the expense 
(of ignoring these other issues.) That’s one of the major issues 
facing us: Growing the church, growing the church, growing 
the church.”

Keaton recalls that at his first church assignment, St. Luke 
UMC on Chicago’s south side, he started a youth choir. It 
had a ripple effect, he points out, in that it was soon bringing 
parents of the choir members into the church.

“Some people are attracted (to the church) by power-
ful worship, by preaching, by small groups or a particularly 
ministry they have a similar interest in – Kumler Neighbor-
hood Ministries or Liberia (where the UMC has an active 
outreach),” Keaton says. “Some come by invitation and some 
come through the back door.

“There’s no one way to make disciples.”
While acknowledging the historic “ebb and flow” of 

church membership, Keaton acknowledges that the church 
has to compete for “persons’ allegiances, (persons who are) 
wrestling with contemporary issues, and who may not always 
see the church as (transformative).”

The Fort Smith, Ark., native muses that he attended 
Catholic grammar school there and had to learn all of the 
church’s devotions, even as a non-Catholic. “Had it not been 
for my (UMC) background, I’d be Roman Catholic today,” he 
says.

Keaton served at churches in Chicago and Rockford. 
Before being elected as bishop in 1996, he was district su-
perintendent of the Aurora District of the Northern Illinois 
Conference.

He has also been involved in UMC agencies developing 
global ministry, higher education and black churches.

‘A fresh opportunity’
Keaton says whether it’s Springfield or Michigan, many 

church issues, and the role of the bishop, are the same.

‘Growing the church’: Goal of new Methodist leader
By Steven Spearie, Springfield State Journal-Register

continued on pg.  10, see Growing
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IGRC hosts NCJ Religion 
& Race learning event

BLOOMINGTON -- The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference will be host for Liv-
ing Into the Vision: Becoming the Beloved Community, the 2012 annual learning event 
of the North Central Jurisdiction’s Commission on Religion and Race.

The event will be held at the Doubletree Inn & Conference Center in Bloomington 
Oct. 19-21.

Cross-racial/cross-cultural appointments represent a nexus point for our prevail-
ing conversations on congregational vitality, denominational growth, and relevance. 
A panel will discuss best practices as well as strategies for building relationships and 
multi-cultural ministries. 

Erin Hawkins, general secretary for the General Commission on Religion and 
Race, will lead the opening plenary session.  Several panels exploring interfaith 
dialogue and congregational vitality viewed through multi-cultural lenses will also 
be presented. 

Three training workshop sessions are a part of Saturday’s schedule, with each 
session designed to address pragmatic and practical applications of cross cultural 
ministry in the local church. 

For more information about the learning event, visit www.igrc.org/
events/detail/2029 to download the brochure and register online through 
Sept. 27.

Junior High YAR Oct. 12-14
CARLINVILLE – Registration is now open for Junior High YAR which will be Oct. 

12-14 at Lake Williamson Christian Conference Center in Carlinville.
Rev. Joanne Cox, Evangelism in Contemporary Culture Officer in the Connexional 

Team, which is part of the British Methodist Church, will be the speaker. She is the 
co-editor of The Call and the Commission, published in 2008, and has continued to 
research Christian leadership in new forms and expressions of church through her 
(now completed) doctoral studies. 

She is part of the leadership team at Sanctuary – a young adult’s community 
based at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London. Joanne drinks tea, grows 
raspberries, and, based on a two year old resolution, is determined to continue to 
learn a new recipe every month. During the last few years, Joanne has travelled to 
Singapore, studied in the United States and served the Methodist Church in Chile, 
and taught in Sweden.

The Great Romance will be the worship band.
Links for online registration, registration packets and all the forms can be found 

at www.igrc.org/jhyar.

2012 Liberia Partners Summit
ALTON – A gathering of partners with Liberia aimed at coordinating and maxi-

mizing efforts of evangelization, education, health care and economic opportunity 
among various annual conferences will be held Nov. 15-17 at Alton Main Street UMC.

The purpose of the event is to celebrate and enhance the working relation-
ships which United Methodist conferences and individuals in the United States 
and globally have with the Liberia Annual Conference. During three-day summit, 
the group will explore specific areas that may include but are not limited to: Ganta 
Hospital construction project, other joint construction projects, agricultural projects, 
self-sustainable projects, training opportunities, student scholarships, pastor salary 
support, missionary salary support, as well as Advance Special projects.

Registration cost is $95. Please register on-line by Oct. 31 at 2012 Liberia Sum-
mit. Hotel reservations under a special block rate must be made by the individual by 
Oct. 1.

Visit www.igrc.org/events/detail/2248 for more information.

Ignition Conference Oct. 26-27
TROY – The 2012 Ignition Middle School Conference will be Oct. 26-27 at Troy 

UMC.
Sponsored by Harvest Ministry Team, the conference is aimed at middle school 

students grades 6 to 8 and is designed to bring youth closer to Christ.
Lisa Joiner, middle school pastor at Central Christian Church in Mt. Vernon, will 

be the speaker, with music provided by Harvest Ministry Team.
More information and registration can be found at www.ignitionconfer-

ence.org.

MFSA, RUMI weekend retreat
The IGRC chapter of Methodist Federation for Social Action and Reconciling 

United Methodists of Illinois will have its fall retreat Oct. 5-6 at Little Grassy Camp in 
Makanda. The retreat is open to all and membership in one of the two groups is not 
required.

Cost for the weekend is $50, which will cover housing, Friday dinner and 
Saturday’s breakfast and lunch. The retreat will begin at 6 p.m. Friday and conclude 
around 3 p.m. Saturday.  Those arriving and departing via Amtrak into Carbondale 
can be provided transportation by camp staff. 

Please contact Steve Lobacz  at slobacz@sbcglobal.net for more specif-
ics or to register.

The retreat's purpose is to provide a time of prayer and reflection, communion 
with nature, exploration, education, renewal and commitment to the church and to 
each other. Specific agenda topics have yet to be finalized. 

MFSA was founded in 1907 to encourage and enable a faithful witness to living 
out the gospel in society. RUMI is a group of persons related to IGRC with a commit-
ment to full inclusiveness in the United Methodist Church of gay and lesbian persons.
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Evangelism training events slated for November
By Paul Black
SPRINGFIELD – Evangelism training, aimed at 

developing the culture of invitation and discipling 

within the local church will be held at five locations 

throughout the Illinois Great Rivers Conference in 

November:

• Nov. 7 at Galesburg First UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Nov. 8 at Savoy UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Nov. 13 at Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Nov. 14 at Troy UMC, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

   (note different time from the others)

• Nov. 15 at Jacksonville Grace UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Information on the seminars can be found at www.

igrc.org/E3, with online registration through Nov. 1 

at www.igrc.org/E3Registration.

E3: Empowering and Equipping for Evangelism is a 

two-pronged approach aimed at staying focused 

on the mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world,” which is es-

sential for being a fruitful congregation.

Seminar leader Doug Anderson is the executive 

director of the Reuben Job Center for Leadership 

Development at Dakota Wesleyan University and 

associate director of congregational development 

for the Indiana Annual Conference.

The morning is about getting people on mission. 

Anderson will share a success story that occurred 

in one of his appointments in Indiana when he 

decided to change the vision and the metric he 

measured to doubling the percentage of people 

involved in direct mission. This resulted in large 

increases in attendance and giving. 

The morning of this seminar will explore with 

participants a variety of issues around the mission. 

Included are the factors that cause congregations 

to make decisions and plan ministries that are more 

reflective of personal preference and comfort than 

the mission of Jesus Christ.  Participants will focus 

on the importance and process of developing 

spiritual leaders that can help a congregation stay 

centered on the mission.

The afternoon is about finding our voice in testi-

mony. Harkening back to "the good old days" when 

people would speak emotionally, from the heart, 

about the changes in their life due to finding and 

following Christ as Lord and Savior, participant will 

explore why today’s believers are not only inarticu-

late but numb with regard to feeling content in 

what we say about God and our church. 

Focusing attention on developing a congregation’s 

ability to do the work of evangelism, participants 

will be introduced to a model of developing in 

stages the competencies and confidences for per-

sons to share their faith in Jesus Christ.

BLOOMINGTON – Preachers’ Aid Society and 

Benefit Fund will host two seminars aimed at per-

sons in different times of their ministries.

Financial Success in Life and in the Church will 

be Oct. 19-20 at Doubletree Hotel and Conference 

Center in Bloomington. This seminar is targeted for 

clergy and spouses in their first 10 years of ministry.

Topics which will be covered include: personal 

financial planning (debt, creating a budget, cover-

ing personal risks); United Methodist pension 

plans; IGRC health insurance plan, clergy taxes, 

stewardship in the church, reducing financial risk in 

the church, building a realistic church budget and 

individual meetings with a financial planner.

Registration is $30 per person and $50 per 

couple. Cost of lodging is on your own although 

PASBF has a block of rooms reserved  and reserva-

tions can be made at registration time prior to the 

block deadline of Sept. 19. Pension projections will 

also be available for participant if registered prior 

to Oct. 12.
Register online at www.igrc.org/financialsuc-

cess.  Download an event brochure at www.igrc.

org/events/detail/2271.
Are You Ready for Retirement?, a seminar for 

clergy and spouses that are 10 years or less from 

retirement, will be Nov. 9-10 at Doubletree Hotel 

and Conference Center in Bloomington.

Topics to be covered include: the United Meth-

odist pension plan, health insurance for retirees, 

taxes in retirement, Medicare/Medicaid, housing 

options and changes, adjusting to retirement, iden-

tity changes, boundaries as retired clergy, relation-

ship with spouse and rest and relaxation.

Registration is $30 per person and $50 per 

couple. Cost of lodging is on your own although 

PASBF has a block of rooms reserved  and reserva-

tions can be made at registration time prior to the 

block deadline of Oct. 9. Pension projections will 

also be available for participant if registered prior 

to Nov. 2.
Register online at www.igrc.org/retirement.  

Download an event brochure at www.igrc.org/

events/detail/2273.

Preachers’ Aid Society sponsors seminars on 

financial success, preparing for retirement



With fall comes the return of students to 
school and the end of summer vacations, but 
also the practical beginning of new pastoral 
appointments made at spring annual confer-

ences. Among the clergy are those serving their first appoint-
ments following seminary graduation.

 I remember the excitement and anxiety of my first ap-
pointment fresh out of seminary. I went to a new state and 
had a new bride as well. Fortunately, I was appointed as an 
associate pastor, so I had the benefit of receiving on-the-job 
training without the full weight of pastoral responsibilities on 
my shoulders. But I still made my share of mistakes!

I am mindful of the many young men and women who, 
after years of study, sacrifice, preparation and dreaming, are 
beginning the journey of pastoral ministry. They are a gift to 
the Church, and we are looking to them to give leadership to 
a still-emerging 21st-century United Methodism. I am hope-
ful.Yet, I should offer a few suggestions borne out of my early 
failings and later learnings.

First, take the time to learn and know your local church 
context. There is a world of difference between discussing 
church ministry in a distant seminary classroom, and the lo-
cal church setting where you are appointed. Minister in real 
time with real people. Every local church context, like every 

individual, is unique.
Second, remember that the people of the congregation are 

not clients waiting for your clinical or professional services. 
They are God’s children awaiting your pastoral shepherding. 
And they certainly are not adversaries, or students expect-
ing you to teach them all you have learned in your three- or 
four-year theological school journey—in two months! What 
is that saying? People don’t care how much you know until 
they have learned how much you care.

Third, have an open mind and an open heart. The peo-
ple will teach you how to be a real pastor. Mrs. Quill taught 
me how to pray for the homebound. Mr. Jackson showed 
me what genuine faith was in the face of tragedy. Mrs. Hall 
taught me the meaning of forgiveness. Earl revealed how to 
be a pastor to those with whom you disagree. So many les-
sons learned from those I was sent to lead!

Fourth, be patient. The congregation was there when you 
arrived, and in all likelihood will be there when the bishop 
appoints you elsewhere. Change is tricky! People must be 
led, not pushed. And above all, always be sure you are not 
leading where YOU want the congregation to go, but where 
you have discerned God wants them to go.

Fifth, preach pastorally even when preaching prophetical-
ly. The pulpit must never become a platform for scolding the 

congregation or particular individuals with whom you might 
be in some conflict. And remember, the more controversial 
and sensitive the issue addressed in your sermon is, the more 
sensitively it should be handled. Remember that prophetic 
preaching is not having a temper tantrum in the pulpit! I 
have developed my own definition of prophetic preaching: It 
is saying the right thing, at the right time, to the right people, 
in the right way.

Sixth, above all else, remember you must be what you 
preach and proclaim. You cannot just preach love, you must 
be love, and forgiveness and generosity and yes, Christ. When 
the congregation looks at you, they should better see Him!

So, new pastors, wherever you serve—in a county seat 
town, open country, a suburban or metropolitan area, or any 
other setting—know that an old, retired bishop in Georgia is 
rooting for you.

And of course, praying for you. We have been awaiting your 
arrival! 

(Retired Bishop Woodie W. White was the episcopal leader of the Illinois 
Area from 1984 to 1992 and is the denomination’s Endorsing Agent for 
Chaplain Ministries and bishop-in-residence at Emory University’s Can-
dler School of Theology, in Atlanta. Reprinted from The United Methodist 
Reporter website, www.umportal.org)
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A word to pastors serving in their first appointments By Bishop Woodie W. White*

1. Sing the same repertoire of songs (50 or so) year after 
year. 

2.  Don't ever learn new songs.
3.  Don't ever sing traditional, historical, liturgical, or 
Wesleyan hymns.

4.  Don't sing contemporary or pop-sounding hymns and 
songs.

5.  Don't sing gospel or revival songs.

6.  Don't sing anything unknown or chal-
lenging to the congregation.
7.  Don't sing any songs in a different language or from a 
different cultural group than your own.

8.  Avoid texts that are theological, contain dense lan-
guage, or difficult images, symbols, and metaphors.

9.  Never sing praise choruses or songs that repeatedly 
use the same words or phrases.

10.  Sing everything at approximately the 
same tempo and volume. 

11. Sing too fast, too slow, too loud, too soft.

12.  Never attempt to match volume or tempo according 
to text; and always sing all the stanzas of a hymn in the 
same manner, despite text changes.

13.  Always accompany the hymns on the same instru-
ment: organ, piano, guitar, or band.

14.  Never let the congregation sing a capella.

15.  Never alter the accompaniment harmony or modu-
late between stanzas.

16.  Alter the accompaniment harmony or modulate too 
often.

17.  Have the accompanist always play too 
loudly or too softly.
18.  Allow accompanist(s) and song leader to disagree on 
tempo and volume while the people are singing.

19.  The song leader should always look into the hymnal 
and never look at or visually engage the people

21. The song leader should make motions and gestures 

that are meaningless and don't help the people's singing 
at all.

20.  Place a song leader in front of the people who is 
not allowed or able to lead because the organist controls 
tempo and volume.

22. Select hymns only because of the words, never being 
concerned with the difficulty or unfamiliarity of the music.

23. Select hymns only because of the music, never pay-
ing attention to the words and how they might support 
the Scripture, sermon, or calendar. 

24. Have congregational singing led by a praise team 
that sings difficult music and that works hard in rehearsals 
to be able to sing it well. 

25. Have the song leader(s) amplified so that they drown 
out the congregational voices. 

26. Have choir or praise team always sing in parts and 
never in unison so that they never reinforce the congrega-
tion's melody line. 

27. Sing from song sheets or screens that have words 
only.

With each passing hurricane season, I believe 
that we as United Methodists are more and 
more prepared to respond if, God forbid, we 
are hit with another Katrina-like hurricane. 

We are better prepared because we now have more than 
10,000 United Methodist volunteers who have taken our 
Early Response training and have an UMCOR badge signify-
ing they are ready to respond. We have met, week by week, 
with local congregations and walked them through our Con-
necting Neighbors local church preparedness training. We 
have continued to modify and update our case management 
processes, our signature one-on-one disaster ministry. Final-

ly, we are better prepared because the most disaster-prone 
annual conferences have made disaster preparedness an im-
portant part of their conference agenda. 

With all these advances in our preparedness, along with 
the knowledge we have gained from experience and the 
amazing support that continually flows from every church 
pew across the United States, we have the best resources to 
answer the call when nature hands us the worst of circum-
stances. 

As a faith-based organization specializing in disaster readi-
ness and response, we at UMCOR know that all that we are 
and do is undergirded by our faith in Jesus Christ. Our minis-

try is an outflow of God’s work in creation and Christ’s work in 
us. While we work in response to our relationship with a holy 
God, we respect the dignity of all persons and never force our 
beliefs on others, nor is our help ever dependent upon the 
belief, ethnicity, income, or stance of the recipient. We truly 
live out the Wesleyan call: “Do all the good you can. By all the 
means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you 
can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As 
long as you ever can.”
(Rev. Tom Hazelwood is UMCOR’s assistant general secretary for U.S. 
Disaster Response. Reprinted with permission from the UMCOR Note-
book blog, http://mediagbgmumcorg.blogspot.com/.)

Could this 
song be sung 
with a little 
less feeling?

Oh, why yes, 
wait for the 
next verse!

waysways50
to guarantee poor 
congregational singing
By Dean McIntyre

10,000 volunteers ready for storms or flood By Rev. Tom Hazelwood*

(continued on pg. 14, see Sing)

newcomers say 
the cutest things.

I spend a lot of time thinking, reading, writing about, observing and leading 
congregational singing. In a recent conversation a district superintendent 
said to me, "Singing and worship in many UMC congregations today are dead 
and sterile and we don't know how to fix it." We went on in that conversation 
to explore his assertion further and began to come up with things churches 
do and don't do that result in poor singing. See if you recognize any of them. 
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GALESBURG -- With 23 students eager to start the 
school year, the new Galesburg Christian School's high 
school campus opened Thursday for the first day of classes.

The high school has been three years in the making, 
and the staff is happy to be off ering local middle and high 
school students the opportunity for a Christian-based 
education, said Administrator Joshua Griffith.

"I think it's very important," Griffith said.
"This is a pivotal age for students to get the word of 

God into their lives.
What we teach here is going to set them up for suc-

cess."
The new building at 746 Hawkinson Ave. -- the former 

Emmanuel United Methodist Church that GCS' Parent's 
Association purchased in May -- offers sixth through 12th 
grade classes, which complement the GCS elementary 
school on East Fremont Street.

Four teachers instruct classes at the high school build-
ing, with grades paired together for split classroom learn-
ing.

Compared to a public school education, the GCS cur-
riculum is Bible-based, which means religion is infused 
into typical lessons like history and science, Griffith said.

"It's a Christ-centered education. From cover to cover, 
the word of God is laced into the textbooks," he said. "All 
our instructors are born-again Christians who have placed 

their faith in Jesus Christ."
That sort of education is what Matthew Golnick, 16, 

was looking for last year.
As a current 11th grade student at GCS, Golnick de-

cided to switch schools last year after attending Knoxville 
High School.

"There was more bullying and more judging people 
(at KHS)," Golnick said. "A lot of partying going on and 
people getting in trouble."

At GCS, Golnick said the small class sizes and close 
relationships with teachers make for a better educational 
experience.

Fellow GCS student Bailey Schmidt, 14, has been at-
tending GCS since the fifth grade, and said she prefers her 
Christian-based education.

"It definitely makes you stronger in your religion," said 
Schmidt, who started the ninth grade Thursday.

"And the teachers are always willing to help, and they 
always have time to help."

While the high school campus is still in its early stages, 
Griffith said he hopes to see steady growth over the next 
few years. 

"We're just really excited to be able to off er a Christian 
High School to Galesburg," he said. 

(Reprinted with permission from the Aug. 24 issue of the Galesburg 
Register-Mail. Copyright 2012, The Register-Mail. All rights reserved)

Galesburg Christian high school students settle into new school 
Junior-high school facility 3 years in making in former Galesburg Emmanuel UMC
By Ariel Cheung, The Register-Mail

Murphysboro UMC embarks
on pet food pantry
MURPHYSBORO — Murphysboro United Method-
ist Church is partnering with Murphysboro Food 
Pantry to start a new “Feeder of the Pack” pet food 
pantry.

The pet food will be distributed from the Food 
Pantry to those families in Jackson County who 
qualify. The mission is to distribute pet food 
to families in need so pets don’t go hungry or 
become abandoned. Feeder of the Pack is funded 
entirely by food and monetary donations. The 
program is set to begin Nov. 1.

Those who would like to donate to Feeder of the 
Pack Pet Food Pantry may drop off dry dog and 
cat food or monetary donations to: Murphysboro 
United Methodist Church, 1500 Pine St., call 618-
687-2317 or visit Murphysboro Food Pantry, 906 N. 
14th St. or call 618-684-8258.

For more information, call Trina Eaton at 618-687-
3209 or email trina.eaton1@gmail.com. 

Ware, Anna UMC’s joins others 
in feeding the hungry
ANNA — Ware and Anna UMC’s are two of 11 
churches that are involved in a Picnic in the Park 
ministry.

In the early spring of this year, the Union County 
Alliance of Churches became aware of the need 
within our community to provide lunches for chil-
dren, especially during the summer months. The 
Anna-Jonesboro area did not qualify for the Illinois 
Coalition of Community Services and Department 
of Agriculture grant for that purpose.

The Alliance of Churches formed a committee to ask 
its member churches to work together to provide a 
picnic-style lunch at the Anna City Park. They chose 
to present picnic in the park on nine Wednesdays 
during June, July and August. Anna Kiwanis Club 
agreed to allow the group to serve lunches at the 
Kiwanis food stand at the park.

While the ICCS/USDA program would have provid-
ed lunches five days a week, the committee chose 
to offer lunch only one day each week during this 
year’s pilot program. The group has the option of 
expanding the program next year, once the need 
is established. The program was so successful that 
the Alliance of Churches plans to offer Picnic in the 
Park at four locations next year: Jonesboro Park, 
Cobden Park, Dongola Park and Anna City Park.

Other churches involved in the program this year, 
were: Trinity Lutheran, Dongola Lutheran, Mount 
Moriah Lutheran, First Christian, Lockard Chapel, 
Cobden Presbyterian, Anna First Baptist, Jonesboro 
Baptist and Anna Heights Baptist churches.

An average of 40 meals were served each week to 
both children and adults. The menus of the meals 
served included sandwiches with chips, pizza, hot 
dogs, fried chicken and hamburgers. Each meal in-
cluded a veggie snack such as carrot or celery sticks 
plus a fruit. Special treats were cookies, gelatin, 
pudding, ice cream and popsicles.

During the picnics, each church also provided a 
puzzle, coloring or activity sheet. The Alliance of 
Churches purchased 20 Bibles and gave away 17 
during the summer. A blessing was offered before 
each meal, and Christian music was played during 
mealtime. Church members were encouraged to 
share their faith plus information about the activi-
ties of the individual churches.

These churches, with the assistance of the  Anna Ki-
wanis Club, Kroger, Pizza Hut and McDonald’s, have 
attempted to feed the hungry of the community.


Bloomington Wesley and Park UMC’s partnered for a Back-To-
School event Aug. 27, which was scheduled in conjunction with 
the bi-weekly food distribution of the Methodist Ministries 
Food Pantry based at Park UMC.  Several  hundred people 
enjoyed fellowship, food, and fun. The event was designed to 
be a time of outreach and service to the surrounding neighbor-
hood. Those in attendance enjoyed free hot dogs, chips, and 
drinks, as well as free snow cones and popcorn and face paint-
ing while listening to music provided by church members.  The 
West Bloomington Revitalization Project brought their Book 
Bike and distributed free books to the children. 

By the numbers, the evening looked like this:  320 hot dogs 
consumed, 154 bags of groceries distributed as part of the food 
pantry, 250 snow cones enjoyed, and 128 children smiling with 
new tennis shoes.

It’s fair to say that those from both churches who participated 
in the evening received far more than we were able to give. To 
see the smiles on the children’s faces, to have the opportunity 
to talk to and fellowship with so many people, and to see the 
power of Christ’s love reflected in the faces of all those present 
was the best part of the whole evening! Photo courtesy of 
Camilla Hempstead.

Event: Back-to-school

CARBONDALE — A Carbondale congregation is 
working to help educate about and eliminate a problem 
half a world away, and they are doing so using the Ameri-
can pastime of golf.

Carbondale First United Methodist Church responded 
to a call by United Methodist leaders to raise funds for 
Imagine No Malaria, a global program of the church to 
eliminate suffering and death from the disease by 2015. A 
cornerstone of First United Methodist’s effort was through 
the church’s first golf scramble, which took place Sept. 8 at 
Stone Creek Golf Club in Makanda.

Carbondale First UMC’s individual target is $35,000 as 
part of the conference’s $2.3 million fundraising goal. So 
far, the golf event and related activities have netted nearly a 
third of the goal.

Education and communication about the disease are 
part of the church’s local efforts as well.

“Many people in America don’t even know what ma-
laria is,” golf scramble co-chair Julie Beck explained. “How 
lucky are we? The thing is, that it is a preventable disease. 
We want to step up and help eliminate malaria.”

Pastor Alan Rhein said the church has a number of 
projects designed to educate about the disease. The church 
has printed “Mission Possible: Imagine No Malaria” T-
shirts and coffee mugs to spread the word about the efforts.

“Our children have made mosquitoes out of pipe 
cleaners and we’ve put them on display inside of a mos-
quito net,” he said, adding the disease particularly affects 
children. “One million people die each year of malaria in 
Africa — 750,000 of them children. In our country, we 

can’t even comprehend the loss of that many children.”
The church has brought in guest speakers as well, 

including international students from SIU and local physi-
cians who have traveled overseas and seen the disease’s 
impact firsthand. Rhein said more work is still to be done.

“We’d like to change the fact that many people in Africa 
don’t talk about if they’ll get malaria, rather it’s when 
they’ll get malaria,” he said, adding that Americans are 
more apt to support efforts they understand. “I think we 
are raising awareness here, but we hope to continue.”

A group trip to Africa may be a possibility, and Imag-
ine No Malaria will be a big part of the church’s observa-
tion of World Communion Sunday on Oct. 7.

For now, the congregation will continue to raise money 
and help people understand malaria through something 
they understand very well: golf. The golf scramble attracted 
18 teams, as well as more than 30 corporate and individual 
sponsors.

“We are really excited with the results,” Beck said. “Ev-
erything was perfect. There were people from both inside 
and outside of the congregation, from all walks of life.”

Church leaders said golf is a big part of the commu-
nity and it was a perfect avenue to reaching out for a great 
cause.

“I think everyone had a good time and built relation-
ships,” Beck said. “Golf has facilitated so many things for 
us.”
(Adapted from a Faith and Values story published in the Sept. 22 issue of 
The Southern Illinoisan, www.thesouthern.com)

Carbondale First hosts golf outing for Imagine No Malaria
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Vienna UMC sponsors 
spaghetti dinner for 
Imagine No Malaria
VIENNA -- A benefit for the Imagine No Malaria was 
held July 22 at Vienna High School.

The Vienna UMC sponsored a dinner featuring 
Fazoli’s spaghetti, breadsticks, drinks and dessert.  
Combined with other fundraisers, the church has 
raised $1,000 for Imagine No Malaria.


Greenwood UMC celebrates 
167th anniversary
MULKEYTOWN -- Greenwood UMC, located in the 
Cache River District, celebrated its 167th anniver-
sary Sept. 23 with a homecoming service.

The day’s festivities included Sunday worship, a 
potluck dinner and an afternoon program with the 
Rev. James Slone, pastor of Belleville St. Matthew 
UMC and former Greenwood UMC pastor, preach-
ing. Music was provided by The Nehrkorns.  Rev. 
Jean Webster, pastor of the church, officiated over 
the celebration.

The Greenwood Episcopal Church was organized 
by the Rev. Braxton Parrish at the home of Carter 
Greenwood in 1845.

In 1868, the first church building was constructed 
on the present site. The second church was built 
in 1900.

The present church building was dedicated Aug. 8, 
1938.  

Altamont First to 
celebrate centennial
ALTAMONT – Altamont First UMC will be celebrat-
ing 100 years of worship in their present church 
building on Sunday, Oct. 14.

A special celebration is being planned.  For more 
information, contact the church at afumc@fron-
tiernet.net. 

Carrier Mills receives 
Christian Ed grant
CARRIER MILLS – A $1,500 grant has been awarded 
to the Carrier Mills First UMC from the proceeds of 
Christian Education Sunday.

This congregation is experiencing growth in the 
number of youth and young families participat-
ing in the church's ministries, and plans to use the 
funds to purchase needed curriculum and other 
supplies to revitalize their Christian Education 
ministry for all ages. The church plans to stretch 
the funding by borrowing materials from the 
United Media Resource Center in Springfield when 
possible.

Funding for this grant comes from offerings 
received by local churches when they celebrate 
Christian Education Sunday at a time convenient 
to the local church throughout the year. Local 
church treasurers forward these funds to the 
conference office, and the money is used to fund 
grants to local churches and other IGRC ministries 
for new or revitalized Christian Education minis-
try initiatives. Grant applications are considered 
twice each year. The deadline for the next round of 
grants is Jan. 2, 2013.

For more information, visit the IGRC Christian Edu-
cation Fellowship page at www.igrc.org/cef.

TREMONT — When organist Don Nieukirk played in 
front of Tremont United Methodist Church Sept. 9,  he left the 
stage to a standing ovation.

Nieukirk didn't see many of those in his 57 years on the 
church organ bench, but he said the gesture helped ease the 
apprehension he felt about stepping down.

"I don't know how long that feeling will last, but today 
that's the way I feel," he said.

At 81, Nieukirk shows signs of age. He's lost sight in his 
right eye and can't hear the high notes when he plays, but his 
long, slender fingers can still perform an intricate piece.

"You can't be young forever," Nieukirk said. "You can try 
to make the best of whatever stage in which you find your-
self."

He stopped playing organ for the 8:30 a.m. service in Feb-
ruary, but on that Sunday afternoon a room full of Nieukirk's 
friends and family gathered for a musical tribute to their 
former organist.

The event featured songs from the choir, solos from 
church members and a performance by St. Mary’s Cathedral 
music director Sherry Seckler on the organ.

Nieukirk offered an embrace and thanks to each as they 
exited the stage.

He played one song alongside flutist Cathy Thomas and 
was one of four performers in a rendition of The Stars and 
Stripes Forever to close the recital.

The organist position will be assumed by Tremont's 
own Marthajane Hillman, who listened to Nieukirk play the 
church organ when she was a little girl.

In 1960, she began lessons with Nieukirk as her teacher.
"Due to his patience and kindness he took me on board," 

she said. "He's been my mentor."
Nieukirk occasionally taught lessons when someone 

wanted to learn the organ, but never charged. He did it be-
cause he loves music.

Barbara Harmon of Pekin sang with Nieukirk in three 
choirs, including the Bradley Community Chorus, in which 
Nieukirk sang for 48 years.

Not a member of the Tremont church, Harmon chose to 
attend Sunday's recital to honor her longtime friend.

"To have all that talent in one individual - if God would 
have spread it out he could have touched a dozen different 
people," Harmon said.

Nieukirk's history with the church runs deep.
He's the fourth generation of his family to attend Tremont 

UMC, and in his time as organist, he's seen 12 pastors take up 
the pulpit.

"This was my whole youth growing up, was coming to 
church and my dad was playing the organ," said 

Don's daughter, Leanne Nieukirk, who flew in from 
Tuscon, Ariz., for the event and to celebrate her mother's 80th 
birthday Saturday.

Even the church custodian attended the reception to pay 
homage to Nieukirk.

"He's just a great asset to the community and great guy 
to look up to," Marquette Clemmer of Peoria said. "He's my 
buddy."

Nieukirk still plays on the piano in his home daily, where 
he enjoys a variety of music, from classical Chopin and 
Brahms to ragtime Scott Joplin.

And although his days at the organ are over, he still fills in 
occasionally as pianist because he doesn't want to give it up.

"I'd like to play forever," Nieukirk said. 
(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 10 issue of the Peoria-Journal 
Star, www.pjstar.com, and syndicated through GateHouse News Services. 
All rights reserved.)

Church organist ends career on a high note
By Laura Nightengale, Peoria Journal-Star/GateHouse News Service

CARBONDALE -- Carbondale Grace UMC is one 
of nearly two dozen Southern Illinois churches that are 
among more than 12,000 nationally whose members 
are encouraging their relatives, friends and neighbors to 
worship with them Wednesday, Sept. 12, as a part of the 
National Back to Church Sunday initiative.

Local pastors say the goal of the program is for church-
es to welcome back people who have not attended a church 
service in some time, if ever.

Rev. Bob Sabo, pastor of Grace UMC, said his church’s 
goal is simply to reintroduce people to church.

“The program emphasizes our desire for people to 
come back and for them to know that they are welcome,” 
Sabo told the Southern Illinoisan newspaper. “We’d love 
to have them back, whether it’s to our church or another 
church in the community.”

According to Thom Rainer, author of The Unchurched 
Next Door, more than 80 percent of people who do not 
attend a church are more likely to visit one if they are 
invited. Yet, recent national surveys indicate 48 percent of 
church members have not invited an unchurched person 
to join them for worship within the past six months. For 
that reason, both pastors said one of the hallmarks of the 
outreach is simple invitations.

Research has also shown that the back-to-school time 
of the year is ripe for helping people to establish new 
habits.

“The back-to-school season is a significant time to 
invite people to attend a United Methodist Church—after 
summer vacations are past and families begin to regroup 
and plan their fall activities,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon, 
chief executive of United Methodist Communications. 
“Many churches present new programming initiatives 
during this time of year to connect families to church 
ministries.”  The back to school season is considered the 
best time of the year outside of Christmas and Easter for 
reaching persons without a church home.

Sabo said the day is about introducing people to church 
and introducing the churches to their communities.

Grace UMC held a special combined service that will 
feature both traditional and contemporary music, includ-
ing a bell choir. Other churches included youth baptisms 
and free lunches after services. Sabo said the service is only 
one of many special activities for his church, including 
a block party. He explained that, in addition to personal 
invitations, church members distributed flyers throughout 
the neighborhoods near the church inviting individuals 
and families to both events.

Sabo said the focus of National Back to Church Sunday 
is not on numbers, however.

“More important than being in church that Sunday is 
helping people get reconnected to their own faith, so they 
know that they can have a place where they could grow in 
their relationship with the Lord,” he said. 

Carbondale Grace joins National Back to Church initiative

The New Baden United Methodist Church honored its 50+ year 
members Sept. 9, with a special “Service of Recognition.” Honored  
were Roland Dagit, who currently resides in an Indiana nursing home 
and couldn’t attend. Dagit joined the church in 1929 and has been 
a member for 83 years.  Lucille “Sis” Bann, a 66-year member; Anita 
Peters, a 64-year member and 50-year members Dennis and Shirley 
Strake. 

Mississippi River District Superintendent Rev. Gary Wilson presented 
the honorees with gold pins with the United Methodist cross and 

flame on them. Rev. Dr. David Estep, the longest serving pastor of the 
church, traveled from Springfield to be a witness of this milestone 
and presented Certificates of Recognition. The current pastor, Rev. 
Carl Johnston prayed a prayer of blessing over them at the end of the 
time of recognition.

Pictured from left to right are Wilson, Bann, Peters, Johnston, Shirley 
Strake, Dennis Strake and Estep. Photo courtesy of Carl Johnston, 
New Baden UMC
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HARRISBURG — In a small office adjoin-
ing a large First United Methodist Church dining 
area that was a hub of activity six months ago, city 
treasurer Charlie Will and Saline County resident 
Sharon Behnke-Fleege reflected on the cataclysm 
that has changed so many lives.

“There was no one in this town who was not 
touched by this,” Will said about the early morning 
Feb. 29 tornado that cut a swath through Harris-
burg, including parts of Southeastern College.

“You knew one of the people hurt or killed or 
who lost property. You could not escape it. When 
you are in the midst of it, you wonder,” he said.

The tornado claimed the lives of eight Harris-
burg residents. There were 104 structures damaged, 
including 66 deemed total losses. Cleanup was 
estimated at $5.4 million, according to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.

Into action
Behnke-Fleege remembers the relief effort that 

sprang up. She was a volunteer team member at the 
church, preparing and serving meals to survivors 
and relief workers.

“We operated out of this church and it became 
the hub. We served more than 17,000 meals in a 2 
1/2-week period. On one occasion, we sealed and 
bagged 800 delivery meals in a 20-minute period. 
I did not expect this kind of intensity. It’s amazing 
how fast our community got on its feet,” Behnke-
Fleege said.

Jerry King, who has coordinated a large volun-
teer effort in the Harrisburg rebuilding and cleanup 
effort after the tornado, reported the numbers are 
beginning to decrease of those coming to town and 
offering their help. Many took a break this past 
week.

Since March, when the Social Services, Tempo-
rary Housing, One Stop Center, Rehab of Houses 
and Matching Resources (STORM) volunteer effort 
coalesced and numbers began to get tabulated, more 
than 4,500 people have volunteered their efforts 
with an average of 50 people arriving here from out 
of state each week, King said.

Rebuilding
Housing rebuilding, part of an April pledge of 

$13 million from state agencies under the auspice 
of Gov. Pat Quinn, has moved into full swing, with 

assessments nearing completion, King said.
Funding is being administered through local so-

cial agencies Crosswalk Community Action Agency 
of West Frankfort, Wabash Area Development Inc. 
and Roy Adams Service Inc. of Herrin, the latter of 
which was chosen by the Harrisburg City Council 
to administer a $2.3 million grant from Illinois De-
partment of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.

The Adams group has targeted 31 houses, 25 
of which will be rehabilitated and six that will be 
rebuilt.

Crosswalks and WADI have six homes each on 
their lists that will get rehabilitation work from total 
funding that amounts to $500,000, King said.

King also announced a nonprofit group from 
New York, KaBOOM, has negotiated with Illinois 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield, Southern Illinois Com-
munity Foundation and Harrisburg Kiwanis in a 
joint $100,000 funding effort to build a children’s 
playground within Gaskins City Park. The build day 
will be from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 22.

Still healing
With the building effort squared away, much 

of the relief effort is focused now on providing 
counseling services to many throughout town, said 
Behnke-Fleege, who chairs STORM Social Services.

Many victims were initially resilient to the storm 
devastation, but are now experiencing psychological 
issues such as sleep deprivation and other maladies.

When the skies get cloudy, one Harrisburg fam-
ily finds members unconsciously gathering in the 
middle of a room, wherever they are, she said.

“Unless you have been through something like 
this, you don’t know the emotional impact,” said 
Behnke-Fleege, who worked for Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services before retiring 
recently. She and other volunteers have helped with 
counseling that has been coordinated through Egyp-
tian Public & Mental Health Department.

She is confident all the effort that has gone into 
rebuilding Harrisburg is making the town a better 
place to live.

“I really feel when we finish with this, Har-
risburg will look at itself and find that it’s a better 
community,” Behnke-Fleege said. 
(Reprinted with permission from the Aug. 26 issue of the Southern 
Illinoisan newspaper, www.thesouthern.com)

Community rebuilds with heart following Feb. 29 tornado

SPRINGFIELD – IGRC congregations contributed 
$67,854 toward disaster relief following the Feb. 29 
tornado that the southern Illinois region, including 
the communities of Harrisburg and Ridgway.

The total represents the amount that was sent to 
the Conference office to be distributed to the re-
gion and does not include amounts given directly 
through other sources.

Funds have been distributed to Harrisburg First 
UMC for its ministry in the seven months since the 
tornado.

Persons who wish to give are encouraged to give 
to the Conference Disaster Relief Fund, Advance 
Special No. 6800, which will enable the Conference 
to have funds in hand when disasters strike.

Thank you, IGRC!
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
and the wider United Methodist Connection:

The people of Harrisburg would like to thank you for your amaz-
ing generosity in our recovery from the EF-4 tornado that struck 
our town on Feb. 29. The response of God’s people in giving of 
their prayers, time, treasure, and talent, has strengthened us, en-
couraged us, and carried us through the aftermath of destruc-
tion, brokenness, and heartache. 

The First UMC  of Harrisburg has been the recipient of many of 
these blessings. All totaled, we received  $164,604.24, countless 
hours of help from you, and your precious prayers. We received 
$10,000 from the IGRC Disaster Response Fund, which has 
covered the extraordinary expenses of running the ministries 
that have come to us because of the storm. This generosity has 
taken many different shapes. In the immediate two weeks fol-
lowing the storm, we made and distributed about 30,000 meals, 
not only with these conference funds but also with donations 
of time, money, and food from sister churches. We quite simply 
could not have done this without you. These funds continue 
to address the needs for copying, office work, food, and odds 
and ends as we house the disaster case management office and 
continue to feed volunteers on a weekly basis who are in town 
to help rebuild the community.

From the early days after the storm to this present time, we have 
been blessed with volunteers from near and far. But we want 
to draw attention to the well-trained Early Response Teams, the 
Pastoral Care Team, Operation Barbeque (a ministry of people 
from our sister church, Church of the Resurrection in Kansas 
City), the Midwest Distribution Center, the IGRC and Cache River 
District Disaster Response Teams, Bishop Gregory Palmer and 
District Superintendent Roger Russell, and all of the churches 
who have been walking beside us during this time period. We 
are witnesses to the work of the United Methodist connection.

With a $10,000 grant from UMCOR, we have paid for a portion of 
the materials to build a home for a couple who lost everything 
to the storm – structure, contents, cars, health, and income. 
Their yearning for a new place to live on the lot of their old 
home is fast becoming a reality with these funds and the work 
of volunteers.

In the days following the storm, funds totaling $75,687.35 were 
sent to FUMC, Harrisburg, to be used as needs in the community 
arose. Similarly, $67,854.24 were given through donations to 
the conference to meet similar needs. These funds are being 
distributed for all kinds of uses: to help with bills for people 
who were displaced by the storm; to clear and prepare lots for 
rebuilding; to purchase new mattresses (did you know that 
glass from tornados cannot be effectively removed from a mat-
tress?) and other belongings; to replace ruined outdoor, central 
air-conditioning units (did you know a tornado can close up the 
air intake fins both inside and outside, resulting in a burned-out 
unit when the temperature reaches 108?); to pay for supplies 
for groups coming in to work; and to pay for trailers, dumpsters, 
tree removal, utility hook-ups, etc. Your generosity has allowed 
these things to take place in a timely fashion so that people can 
re-start life.

These funds may look like money, and they may spend like 
money, but they are really hope and transformation in disguise. 
These funds are . . .

• The look of relief on a new mom’s face when she realizes that 
  there are people who want to help her during the next 
  several months after giving birth to her first child after losing 
  her home to the storm. 

• They are the looks of old and young alike who discover that 
  there are people who care enough to come alongside them 
  in their shock and grief to help them through the process of 
  recovery and have the means to do it. 

• They are the training received because of your giving to 
  UMCOR, which provides the expertise and support in a 
  community that faces tragedy and needs to find ways to help 
  itself and its residents.

• They are the light at the end of a maze of paperwork, phone 
  calls, interviews, and questions.

•  They are the answer to a deep yearning to finally be able to 
    take up life again after a life-changing disaster.

• And these funds are the hope that the new and resurrected 
  life will be one of joy, hope, and abundance.

We cannot begin to thank each of you enough for what your 
care and support have meant to us. You have been a lifeline to 
so many, and we ask God’s blessing to be upon each one of you.

Your Grateful Brothers and Sisters, Harrisburg First UMC

Harrisburg…seven months later

IGRC provides support in disaster relief

Bisohp Gregory V. Palmer and Cache River District Superintendent, Roger Russell, (far right) visit with volunteers manning 
the relief center at Harrisburg First UMC during the Bishop's visit March 5. Palmer and Russell presented a $10,000 check, the 
first of several payments used to fund relief efforts.

By Scott Fitzgerald, The Southern



EFFINGHAM – For Embarras River District Superinten-
dent Randy Reese,  a casual conversation with his son Dylan 
while he was getting his driver’s license turned out to be life-
giving.

“We were sitting there in the Driver’s License station and 
subject of organ donation came up,” Reese recalled. “He was 
interested in doing something and leaving something behind. 

At that point in time, he was concerned about others. We had 
even talked about him going to Liberia with me; he had some 
interest in that. Of course, at his age, these things run in cycles, 
but at least at the time, I had an insight into his thoughts about 
organ donation.”

On March 28, 19-year-old Dylan Reese sustained cata-
strophic brain damage when he was struck by a van while he 
was crossing an Effingham street.  Two days later, Dylan was 
declared dead and the next 24 hours began a journey that led 
to the donation of Dylan’s organs, soft tissues and veins that 
have given the gift of life to 19 different people through organ 

donation.
“It wasn’t a crisis decision for us,” Reese said as the six-

month anniversary of Dylan’s death approaches. “It was one 
that came, quite frankly, a little easier and it was helpful to 
know that (his organs) might help some other folks.”

Working through the Gift of Hope Organ and Tissue Donor 
Network, the Reeses were able to know of the scope of Dylan’s 
gift:

• A 25-year-old from Illinois received Dylan’s heart

• A 56-year-old woman from Illinois received 
the left lung (See related story elsewhere).

• A 73-year-old man received the liver

• A 42-year-old woman from Illinois received the 
left kidney and pancreas

• A 48-year-old woman from Wisconsin received 
the right kidney

“The folks at Gift of Hope (www.giftofhope.org)  were 
thoughtful, kind and not at all pushy,” Reese said. “They gave 
us plenty of space and it enabled us to built a level of trust with 
them.”

“In addition to recovering organs, we also recovered bone 
with soft tissue and saphenous and femoral veins,” wrote Diane 
Schmitz, Donor Family Services Coordinator for Gift of Hope. 
“The tissue can be used for a variety of procedures from spinal 
fusion to reconstructing veins and arteries. Long bones are also 
used to save a limb that might otherwise be lost due to cancer 
or severe trauma.”
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Extravagant generosity
By Paul Black

Dylan Reese and Rev. Randy Reese

(Editor’s note: The following letter was received by Rev. Randy Reese from 
the 56-year-old woman who received his son Dylan’s left lung through organ 

donation. It has been edited to protect the privacy of those concerned.)

Dearest Instruments of God,

There are no words…for breath, for life. There is no way to 
bring to your ears the fullness of all that is within my heart 
for what you have done. Yet, I would beg you to hear and 
listen to this feeble attempt to help you understand, in some 
way, the meaning of the gift you have given me and my 
family.

My name is Jean.  And I have been the humble, unwor-

thy recipient of a left lung, donated through love and the 
intentional decision to choose to provide hope, healing and 
life, through the gift of organ donation by your precious, 
cherished loved one.

At the age of 52, I was diagnosed with idiopathic pulmonary 
fibrosis on Nov. 1, 2007. It is a progressive, terminal disease 
that causes the lungs to scar, shrink and become unable to 
continue to support life. This disease claimed my father’s 
life when I was just 19. Unable to find any environmental or 
autoimmune reason why I should have this disease, it was 
believed that I had a genetic pre-disposition, and was given 
three to five years to live.

Living on…
in the life of 
a recipient

19 year olds are not 
supposed to die...

...but my son had some real 
desire to make a 

difference in the world

IGRC pastor’s son gives the

What organs and tissues can be donated?
Major organs that can be donated for transplant are the 

liver, heart, lungs, kidneys, pancreas and small intestine. 
Tissues that can be donated include the corneas, bone, 
saphenous and femoral veins, heart valves and skin.

What organs and tissue are most needed?
Most people waiting for transplants need corneas or 

kidneys. Hearts, lungs and livers offer the greatest potential 
to save people’s lives.

Who can be a donor?
Virtually anyone regardless of age, race or gender can 

become an organ and tissue donor. Donors are usually 
healthy people who have suffered a life-ending trauma and 
are declared dead. Medical eligibility depends on many fac-
tors and determined after the donor's death.

Are there costs associated with organ and tissue dona-
tion?

There is no cost to the donor's family or estate. Gift of 
Hope covers all costs associated with the donation. Organ 
donation is a gift; it is illegal in the United States to buy or 
sell organs or tissue.

Does organ and tissue donation interfere with funeral 
arrangements?

Donors are treated with great dignity and respect 
throughout the donation process. Skilled surgeons and 
medical professionals recover organs and tissue in a surgical 
procedure that does not interfere with customary funeral 
arrangements. Open-casket visitation, burial and cremation 
all can occur.

When must organs be removed?
Organs must be removed as soon as possible after the deter-
mination of brain death while circulation and respiration are 
being maintained artificially. Tissue may be removed within 
12 to 24 hours after death.

How long can organs and tissues survive before being 
transplanted?
Organs may be transported hundreds or thousands of miles 
to reach recipients waiting in transplant centers thanks to 
advances in medical technology and improved preservation 
techniques. Approximate preservation times are:

•Heart/lung: 4 to 6 hours
•Pancreas: 12 to 24 hours
•Liver: Up to 24 hours
•Kidneys: 48 to 72 hours
•Corneas: Must be transplanted within 5 to 7 days
•Heart valves, skin, bone, saphenous veins: 3 to 10 years

Can organs be donated to someone of a different race 
or ethnicity?
Yes. Body size is critical to match donor and recipient hearts, 
livers and lungs. But genetic makeup also is important when 
matching kidneys. For example, African-Americans will 
"match" better with a kidney donated from an African-Amer-
ican than any other race as will Asians with Asians, etc. 

How is a potential recipient identified?
The United Network for Organ Sharing maintains the nation-
al computer system listing patients waiting for transplant. 
The system identifies recipients through a comprehensive 
evaluation of medical compatibility, assessing criteria such 
as body size, blood type, medical urgency and geographic 
location. The system does not consider recipients’ social or 
financial positions when determining who receives trans-
plants.

Does the donor’s family get to meet the recipient?
A donor’s family will be told the age, sex, state of residence 
and other general characteristics of recipients. If both the 
donor family and the recipient agree to release informa-
tion to one another, they may exchange names, correspond 
and even meet. At Gift of Hope, we coordinate this process 

through our Donor Family Services Department.
How do I register to be an organ and tissue donor?
To ensure that your wishes to donate are honored, register 
your legal decision in Illinois by clicking the Become a Donor 
link on this page. If you live in Indiana, register here. In both 
states, you must be 18 to register. Be sure to inform family 
members about your wishes, so they’re aware of your deci-
sion. Learn more about becoming a donor here.

Can I change my mind after I sign up in the registry?
Yes. Simply contact the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office or 
the Indiana Donation Alliance Foundation to ask that your 
name be removed from the donor registry.

Will my quality of medical care ever be compromised 
if I register as a donor? 
No. Donation is not considered until all possible efforts to 
save your life have failed and death has been declared. The 
transplant team has no involvement in patient care before 
death and is notified only after death has occurred.

What is a living donor?
A living donor has given part of an organ (liver, lung or 
pancreas) or one kidney from his/her own living body for 
transplantation, usually to a family member. A living donor's 
remaining kidney will do the work of two kidneys. Because 
kidneys are matched genetically, donation from a family 
member may be more successful than from an unrelated 
donor.

How can I become a living donor? 
Transplant centers with living donor transplant programs 
coordinate living donations. Organizations like Gift of Hope 
coordinate donation after the donor’s death only. To learn 
more about becoming a living donor, talk to a transplant 
center that offers a program in your area.
(Reprinted from the Gift of Hope website, www.giftofhope.org)

Frequently asked questions about organ donation



‘A sense of holy peace’
Reese said that during the donation process he experi-

enced “a sense of holy peace,” knowing that they could help 
others.

“19 year olds are not supposed to die,” Reese said. “But my 
son had some real desire to make a difference in the world. 
He had a real desire to make a difference in the institutional 
school system, although he didn’t always find the best way 
to express that, but his life continues to make a difference 
(through organ donation). My fear is that some poor innocent 
child gets something of Dylan’s and as a result, goes from be-
ing a poor innocent child to one that is in the principal’s office 
every other day. We have been able to laugh about that and 
that has helped ease the pain.”

Heavenly bodies will be complete
The Reese family relied on their faith a great deal during 

their journey of death and grief and that journey supported 
the organ donation decision.

“You know, I have done funerals of all sorts and varieties 
over the years and I think we are going to get new heavenly 
bodies,” Reese said. “And so, I didn’t think that (organ dona-
tion) was the big issue whether or not his body had these 
organs. Regardless of what that heavenly body is going to look 
like or be like, it’s going to be complete.

For his father, Dylan’s heart was the key. “In terms of 
God’s strength, I always knew that Dylan had a heart – maybe 
not a lifestyle always – but he had a heart for the Lord,” Reese 
added. “He was 19 years old so he was trying to sort that 
out, but it was in that peace and that promise he had in that 
relationship with Jesus – really strong at one time, probably 

not as strong when he died – but the peace of knowing he had 
encountered Jesus.”

Even at the six-month anniversary, the family continues to 
hold to their faith.

“During times like these, there are so many questions 
about where God is when somebody dies so young,” Reese 
said. “The answer is simple – God’s right there. I have no 
question about God’s love; I have no question about God’s as-
surance. I believe that Jesus is with Dylan and Jesus is with us 

as we grieve. Life just happens. You walk into a crosswalk and 
you don’t pay attention to what you are doing. But the great 
provision God gives us is eternal life and the hope from that 
and that he’s been our peace through the whole thing.”

While encouraging organ donation, Reese acknowledges 
that there are other viewpoints. “For some folks, it is just 
beyond their sense of grieving and their sense of wholeness to 
do that and to know that (the decision not to donate) is OK,” 
he said. “But for some, it adds a sense of wholeness. It adds 
a sense of acceptance, a sense of peace, when you are able to 
give something and make a difference in somebody’s life.” 

The Current  |October 2012 | 9cover story:

• On Jan. 1, 2006, Illinois became the 43rd state to honor an 
individual’s legally binding decision to become an organ and 
tissue donor. This is known as first-person consent for organ 
and tissue donation, or donor consent.

• Today, an individual who registers in the state’s new donor 
consent registry is registering his or her legal decision to 
becoming an organ and tissue donor after death. Additional 
witnesses, signatures or decisions from the donor’s next-of-
kin will not be required to honor those wishes, nor will next-
of-kin be able to override the donor’s documented decision 
to become a donor.

• Illinoisans who enrolled in Illinois’ former registry (before 
Jan. 1, 2006) must re-register in the new donor consent 
registry to make sure their wishes are honored.

• The concept behind donor consent is the same as that of a 
living will—that an individual who legally documents a 
personal end-of-life decision will have that decision honored.

• Among those that have worked in support of Donor Consent 
in Illinois are the Illinois Hospital Assoc., the Illinois State 
Medical Society, the Illinois Nurses Assoc., the Illinois 
Department of Public Health, Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue 
Donor Network, Mid-America Transplant Services, the 
Illinois Ey-Bank, the Musculoskeletal Transplant 
Foundation and officials from each of Illinois’ eight organ 
transplant centers.

• The more quickly that Illinoisans register in the state’s new 
donor consent registry, the sooner we will be able to save 
lives as a direct result of this important new law.

• To register to be an organ and tissue donor in Illinois, and 
learn more about the donation process, go to 
www.giftofhope.org. You may also register by visiting 
www.lifegoeson.com, enrolling when you visit any Illinois 
Secretary of State driver’s services facility, or calling 800.210-
2106. The new registry is managed by the office of Illinois 
Secretary of State Jesse White.

• Illinois’ donor consent law was passed for two reasons. First, 
it will help save more lives through organ donation and 
transplantation. Second, it is a matter of public trust 
assuring millions of Illinoisans who enroll in the state organ/
tissue donor registry that their clearly documented wishes to 
donate will be honored and will not be overridden.

• Until now, approximately 19 percent of Illinoisans who 
enrolled in the state donor registry had their intent to donate 
overruled by family members. As a result, the individual’s 
wishes to donate were not honored, and opportunities to save 
lives through transplantation have been lost.

• Based on this data, Illinois new donor consent registry is 
expected to result in a 10 percent increase in organ donation, 
or approximately 100 more organs donated for transplant 
each year.

• This will make a significant impact in saving lives: Each 
year, more than 300 people in Illinois die while waiting for a 
donated organ that never becomes available. Currently, more 
than 4,700 patients in Illinois and 98,000 across the country 
are waiting for lifesaving organ transplants.

Illinois Donor Consent for Organ/Tissue Donation: 

The Basics and Background

Observe Organ & Tissue 
Donor Sunday Nov. 11
Currently, there are more than 97,000 patients waiting 
for a transplant in the United States.

The United Methodist Church recognizes the life-giving 
ministry provided by organ donation, which is why it 
observes Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday the second 
Sunday in November. 

Here are some suggested readings useful for services 
about organ and tissue donation: 

Genesis 2:20-30: A rib taken from Adam to give life
to Eve. 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20: Choose life so that you and 
your descendants may live. 

Psalm 41: Images of a healing Lord. 

Psalm 100: Psalm of praise and thanksgiving. 

Psalm 107: Consider the steadfast love of the Lord. 

Isaiah 35:1-6: Strengthen the weak hands and make 
firm the feeble knees. 

Ezekiel 37: The valley of dry bones: These bones 
shall live. 

Matthew 5:7: Blessed are the merciful. 

Matthew 7:7: Ask ... seek ... knock ...

Matthew 7:12: In everything do to others as you 
would have them do to you. 

Matthew 25:31-46: Caring for the stranger. 

Luke 4:16-21: Recovery of sight to the blind. 

Luke 6:37-38: Give and it will be given to you. 

II Corinthians 9:6-8: God loves a cheerful giver. 

Revelation 21:4-5: In eternity we will not need our 
earthly bodies.

Consider passing out organ donor cards, which can be 
downloaded at www.organdonor.gov.

For more resources, visit www.umc-gbcs.org, the Web 
site of the General Board of Church and Society.
(Reprinted with permission from Interpreter Magazine’s Idea Mart, www.
interpretermagazine.org)

While United Methodists take no direct stand against 
cremation, we do take a very proactive stand to 
encourage organ donation. Our Social Principles state 
that:

 "…organ transplantation and organ donation are acts 
of charity, agape love, and self-sacrifice. We recognize the 
life-giving benefits of organ and other tissue donation and 
encourage all people of faith to become organ and tissue 
donors as part of their love and ministry to others in need" 
(¶ 162 W).

As a way to embody this stand in our corporate worship 
life, General Conference 2000 urged all United Method-
ist congregations to celebrate "Organ Donation Sunday" 
on the second Sunday prior to Thanksgiving week, which 
is recognized in interfaith circles in the U.S. as "National 
Donor Sabbath."  

(See Book of Resolutions 2008, pp. 834-835).

United Methodists 
support organ donation

Did you

As anticipated, the disease progressed, until I was barely 
functional, depending on 15 liters of oxygen just to shower, 
ambulate and live. I am a single mother with four grown chil-
dren – ages 22, 24, 26 and 28. They watched on as I became 
more and more unable to participate in life, and the quality 
of that life became poorer and poorer.

On March 31, at 6:15 a.m., we received a call that a set up 
lungs had become available and to come to the facility 
where I had been listed for transplant for almost 13 months. 
On Palm Sunday, I was given the gift of another life, literally, 
by your decision to choose sacrificially in love to bring this 
promise of hope to another…yes, to me.

For each profound gift of breath, I thank you. For the hope 
that I will again have the breath to laugh, which I have been 
unable to do for years for my pulmonary reserve hasn’t al-
lowed me to take more than a superficial breath, I thank you. 
For the hope of being once again able to sing, to whistle, I 
thank you. For the freedom to walk out my door without the 
necessary pre-planning of how many oxygen tanks I would 
need to take with me to cover me safely for the time I would 
be away from my oxygen concentrator at home, I thank you. 
I could never, ever thank you enough.

Humbly, with deepest love,
Jean

It adds a sense of peace
when you are able to 
make a difference in

somebody’s life

gift of hope and life to 19 other people through organ donation
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“Bishops go places and lead worship,” he says. 
“They offer interpretation of the life of the church. 
Bishop have to get out and learn the (geographic) area 
and learn about the big churches, the small churches, 
the ethnic churches, the struggling churches. And the 
bishop provides leadership in the (church office.) No 
bishop can work without people extending his or her 

ministry.
“I’m glad to be here. It’s a different place, but in 

many ways, the issues are the same. It’s a fresh oppor-
tunity and then I get off the stage in four years.”
(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 23 issue of the State 
Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Growing (continued from pg. 2)

Controversial issues need God’s light, not Hollywood or politi-
cal spin. Unfortunately, many church leaders refrain from tackling 
complex moral issues because they have the potential to divide the 
congregation. However, we are called to be fearless disciples. Many 
visitors and especially younger generations are looking for accep-
tance, not a one-minded mentality that is blind to important issues. 
Let us shine a light on all of God’s creation, even if it makes a few 
people squirm.

With God’s wisdom and guidance, controversial teachings can 
actually draw people into your church. For this to happen, you 
must teach both sides, dialogue with others and let people reach 
their own conclusions. Encourage them to use Scripture, tradition, 
reason, and experience when making ethical conclusions. People 
will be much more interested in hearing what you have to say if this 
is your approach.

Here are a few more detailed pointers:
Remember that Christians can be on all sides of the issue.
Do not assume that too many people in your congregation hold 

the same view. An issue is controversial precisely because there 
are all types of thinking. Reasonable and committed Christians can 
make a case for every side of any issue.

Be as informed as possible about all sides of the issue.
Seek the best information on each side. It may be difficult, but 

try to research the most unbiased and objective information. Talk to 
the most passionate proponents of various positions. The Internet 
is an invaluable tool for finding such proponents. On the most 
controversial issues, aim to be among the best-informed persons in 
your congregation. 

These sermons require more preparation time than do ordinary 
sermons. It is likely that you will devote 20 hours or more to reading 
and interviewing experts on the subject before beginning to write 
your message.

Understand why people are on different sides of the contro-
versy. 

This will help you formulate your own views more clearly and 
will play a key role in earning the congregation’s trust. It may be 
a good idea to start with the position that is least like your own. 
Present it as persuasively as possible. Then, follow with the position 
closest to your own and strive to present it just as persuasively. 

Members who disagree with your conclusion will thank you for 
presenting their position in a stronger way than they could have 
articulated it. Build this type of respect with your congregation and 
they will learn that it’s OK to disagree with each other. They will 
feel more comfortable attending and inviting the community into 
worship.

Be open to the idea that your conclusions may be faulty.
Be open to the possibility that God will move you to a different 

place. In study, prayer and reflection, be open to the possibility of 
changing your mind. As you are willing to consider such a move, so 
will your congregation be willing to reconsider their own views. 

When I preached on the death penalty several years ago, my 
views actually changed as a result of my study. My preconceived 
ideas on several controversial issues gave way to new conclusions 
as a result of my study of these topics. When a pastor can stand in 
the pulpit and say, “I have really struggled this week studying this 
issue. I began my study with one opinion, and partway through, as 
a result of my reading, prayer and reflection, my views changed,” the 
congregation will be all ears to hear what the pastor has to say.

Demonstrate humility, respect, kindness and love 
This is especially relevant when you are revealing your conclu-

sions. You may say something like, “Having wrestled with both sides 
of this issue, I would like to share my conclusions. I am not suggest-
ing that mine is the only position a Christian could hold, nor do I 
feel any less love for those who disagree. Please know that you are 
welcome to disagree. But as I have reflected on this issue in the light 
of Scripture, tradition, experience and reason, God has led me to 
conclude that …”

Provide a setting for people to ask questions and challenge the 
views presented in the sermon. Following worship, offer a session 
for participants to ask questions and express their frustration or 
disagreement. Such venues can facilitate greater understanding 
and allow people to have an outlet to state their views.

Our faith is meant to inform and shape how we approach 
complex moral issues. It is the role of pastors to teach and model 
for their congregants how to think theologically about these issues 
and how to do so with respect, humility and love. Controversial 
concerns can be addressed in a variety of venues. When approach-
ing them through preaching, a pastor can increase the likelihood of 
positively influencing congregants and creating healthy and mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

(Adapted from Preaching Controversial Issues in Ministry Matters and originally from 
The New Interpreter's Handbook of Preaching, Copyright © 2008 Abingdon Press. 
Reprinted with permission.)

Advice for preaching 
on tough issues
By Adam Hamilton, Church of the 
Resurrection, Leawood, Kan.

The Rev. Dave Carlton, pastor of Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Buras, La., watched television 
news reports of Hurricane Isaac’s devastating impact 
on Plaquemines Parish from a hospital room in Nat-
chez, Miss.

Carlton was on an overnight trip to Birmingham, 
Ala. and stopped to eat lunch in Mississippi. When he 
stood up from the meal, Carlton felt dizzy.

“Although it turned out to be a minor health issue, 
I wound up in the hospital. I felt helpless as I watched 
reports about the devastation in Plaquemines Parish. 
All I could think was, ‘All of my people are down there.’ 
And I only had enough clothes for an overnight stay. I 
felt like I was reliving Hurricane Katrina,” said Carlton.

Trinity UMC in Buras suffered water and wind 
damages due to Hurricane Isaac.

Returning to Buras was a difficult task. Highway 
23, the main road leading to the town, remained cov-
ered for weeks after Isaac hit the low lying area. “Until 
last week, the only way in to Buras was to go by convoy 
on the levee. And you could only travel on the levee 
between 6-9 a.m. and 5-7 p.m. every day,” said Carlton.

Throughout the whole ordeal, Carlton kept in 
touch with his congregation which had evacuated and 
“scattered from Georgia to Florida.”  Trinity church 
member Mark Plumer, who serves as chief of detec-
tives for Plaquemines Parish, helped his pastor with 
keeping that vital line of communication open.

“Mark texted me regularly with important infor-
mation on roads and conditions. I would consolidate 
the updates and send them out to every member of 
my congregation that owns a cell phone,” said Carlton, 
who laughed when he added that his cell phone bill 
was “pretty high” this month.

Within 78 hours of the storm, an 18-wheeler from 
the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. ar-
rived in Buras with 1,200 cleaning buckets and 2,000 
health kits. Despite the high waters on Highway 23, the 
truck driver slowly navigated the route leading into the 
hard hit area.

“He had to come through 22 inches of water, doing 
a great job of staying between markers that indicated 
where the road was located. The truck dropped off 
some of the supplies in Boothville where the National 
Guard was distributing water and food. Then he 
brought the rest to Trinity, where we unloaded 800 
buckets and 200 health kits with the help of church 
members and community volunteers,” said Carlton, 
who added that the truck driver was the “nicest guy 
you would ever want to meet.”

Seeing the UMCOR truck driving into the church 
parking lot was an emotional moment for Carlton. “It 
was like being in a crisis, and having your family show 
up. All of a sudden, you know that things are going to 
be alright. That’s powerful for folks down here, who are 
often stuck without supplies for extended periods after 
a storm.”

One particularly storm weary man stood in line 
for supplies. “He was covered with dirt. You could tell 
he had been working on all kinds of things after the 
storm. When we handed him a health kit, he said that 
he hadn’t had a bath in a week. The guy was so excited 
about the kit. You know, there’s just something about 
a good bath that helps you feel ‘normal’ again,” said 
Carlton, who added that the cars lined up to receive 
the kits and buckets stretched one half mile down the 
road.

To date, more than 18,500 health kits and 6,000 
cleaning buckets have been distributed in storm af-
fected areas of Louisiana.

“Early Response Teams have done an amazing job 
with debris removal, tarping and some gutting. What 
we badly need now is volunteer disaster response 
teams to help us with the recovery effort. We will be 
receiving teams starting Oct. 1,” said the Rev. Don Cot-
trill, provost and director of connectional ministries 
for the Louisiana Conference.

According to official reports, an estimated 178,000 
homes suffered some degree of damage from Isaac’s 
winds, rain and flood waters.

In addition to home damage, 15 churches in the 
Louisiana conference are dealing with damages rang-
ing from several feet of flood water and destroyed 
roofs to blown out windows in sanctuaries and parson-
ages.

The conference disaster response ministry will 
begin its work in the LaPlace and Maurepas areas, 
located in hard hit St. John the Baptist and Livingston 
parishes, respectively. “We are hiring and training case 
managers and a site manager right now. Our disas-
ter response efforts will begin with 125 of the cases 
presenting the greatest need. It is our hope that with 
additional donations and more volunteer teams, we 
will be able to tackle a larger number of cases,” said the 
Rev. Darryl Tate, director for the conference disaster 
ministry.

Volunteer today to serve on a disaster response 
team by visiting www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/1761.

United Methodists can also help by giv-
ing to UMCOR through Advance #901670 at 
www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Donate/Donation-
Form?type=1002&project=901670, specifying Hur-
ricanes 2012.

God has used The United Methodist Church and 
its people to bless South Louisiana for many years, said 
Cottrill. Devastating storms like Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita, and disasters like the oil spill have created 
opportunities for the faithful to share gifts of money 
and time to help restore the lives of others.

“For response team members, the personal contact 
with survivors who have lost homes, jobs and loved 
ones provides us with the opportunity to share God’s 
love in tangible ways,” he added.


Volunteer disaster response teams 
needed for Hurricane Isaac recovery
By Betty Backstrom, Director of Communications, Louisiana Conference

The Rev. Tom Hazelwood of the United Methodist Committee on Relief; Louisiana Area Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey; the 
Rev. Spiller Milton, pastor of flooded Lee's Landing United Methodist Church, and the Rev. Don Cottrill assess damage 
from Hurricane Isaac in South Livingston Parish. A UMNS photo by Betty Backstrom.



BUDUBURAM, Ghana—“The most listened to wom-
an on radio in North America” is using her big voice to 
speak for voiceless children and adults living in a Liberian 
refugee camp.

Delilah, a nationally known radio talk show host, 
founded Point Hope in 2004. This smaller community 
inside a huge Liberian refugee settlement is an oasis of 
beautiful crops, clucking chickens, well-fed fish and a bus-
tling school filled with happy children dressed in bright 
red gingham.

It all started when one woman asked another for help.
A single woman with two starving children in the 

camp sent Delilah an email in 2004 asking for help. That 
email led to a community of malnourished, starving chil-
dren into a place where whole families are learning the life 
skills they will need to live independent lives.

At the height of the Liberian civil war in the 1990s, 
more than 60,000 refugees were relocated to a camp in 
Buduburam equipped for a population of 4,000. Delilah 
said she felt God urging her to visit the camp and since 
her involvement, the camp has clean water, medical care 
and schools.

However, Liberian refugees were given a June 30, 2012, 
deadline for revocation of refugee status in Ghana. Many 

refugees have no place to go back to in Liberia, said Adam 
Sandow, Point Hope program director.

That is where Point Hope Village comes in. Land 
has been purchased to build a village for those refugees 
who want to stay in Ghana – but much more financing is 
needed before the vision will be complete, Sandow said. A 
completed village will include family homes that will allow 
for interaction within the groups for familial relationships 
that are normal for African villages as well as medical, 
community centers and schools.

Point Hope was introduced to United Methodists dur-
ing the Aug. 13-17 Pan African summit held in Ghana for 
United Methodist health boards. The conference, spon-
sored by Imagine No Malaria and the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, trained health-care coordinators in 
grant writing, budgeting and accountability skills. Both 
Imagine No Malaria and UMCOR are collaborating with 
global and local communities in their goal of eliminating 
malaria in Africa by 2015.

 ‘Gye Nyame’
Three staff members from Point Hope came to a few 

days of the conference to take advantage of the skills of-
fered. In return, some members of the United Methodist 

group were invited to tour Point Hope.
The community is self-sufficient, growing its own 

vegetables as well as raising fish and chickens.
While the children are in school, the adults are out 

plowing the fields or tending the livestock. They receive 
hands-on training for one year, children attend school for 
free and medical needs are provided.

A women’s empowerment program teaches sewing, 
basket, beading, and cosmetic making as well a batik wax-
dyeing technique that creates one-of-a-kind fabric.

At the end of a year, a family is given a wheelbarrow 
full of farming tools and they can choose to stay in Ghana 
or return to Liberia.

After the tour, the Point Hope Batik Women Coop-
erative Group agreed to work on a sample batik cloth 
with the Imagine No Malaria logo and the words “GYE 
NYAME” which means “UNLESS GOD IS INVOLVED.”

“Point Hope is just another example of the collab-
orative opportunities before us as we expand our reach 
through partners to heal a broken world,” said the Rev. 
Gary Henderson, director of the Global Health Initiative, 
Imagine No Malaria.

*Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for the young adult content team at United 
Methodist Communications.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- A United Methodist bishop 
from the Democratic Republic of Congo has made a 
heartfelt plea to the U.S. Congress to end the rapes and 
killings inflicted on his fellow Congolese.

Bishop Ntambo Nkulu Ntanda of the denomination’s 
North Katanga Area was one of three witnesses who spoke 
during a Sept. 19 hearing of the Africa, Global Health, and 
Human Rights Subcommittee of the U.S. House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. The hearing on Capitol Hill focused 
on support by Rwanda for violent insurgents in eastern 
Congo.

Ntambo, who also serves as a member of the DRC 
Senate, was blunt about the situation. “Rwanda is killing 
our people,” he told Rep. Christopher H. Smith, R-N.J., 
who chaired the hearing. “We want to make peace.”

Hosted by the United Methodist boards of Church 
and Society and Global Ministries, the bishop came to 
the United States as part of a DRC delegation represent-
ing religious and civil society organizations. The group 
presented a petition for peace, dialogue and reconciliation 
to the U.N Security Council in New York, then called on 
members of Congress and the White House.

Their petition charges Rwanda with war crimes and 
interfering with the internal affairs of the DRC and calls 
for prosecution of perpetrators of human rights atroci-
ties. The petition states that “massive violations of human 
rights” have been recorded, hundreds of thousands of 
women raped, and more than 6 million Congolese have 
been killed during the two decades of assaults from 
Rwanda. 

Denouncing wrongdoings
Ntambo referred to the delegation and the petition, 

which he said had at least a million signatures, in his writ-
ten statement to the subcommittee.

“Our approach does not seek to harm Rwanda in any 
form of action but to denounce its wrongdoings reflected 
in its constant killings and rapes of our people,” he wrote.

Conflict in the eastern DRC, along the border with 
Rwanda, has persisted for years, but a new crisis arose in 
April when a group of former soldiers defected from the 
Congolese army to form the M23 militia. Rwanda has 
denied allegations in a U.N. Group of Experts report that 
it has been providing weapons and recruiting fighters for 
M23.

Ntambo offered a stark portrait of the brutality aimed 
at those living in Eastern Congo, but particularly women 
who suffer not just systemic rape but sadistic mutilation. 
Human Rights Watch has documented the rapes and 
other atrocities committed by the M23 rebels.

These women are rejected by their husbands and fami-
lies, the bishop noted, and if they become pregnant, their 
children are not accepted either. 

“Congo has come to cry,” Ntambo told the hearing. 
“America, you have the power. You have the strong voice.”

Searching for solutions
The petition from the DRC delegation that Ntambo is 

a part of places the blame for the M23 movement squarely 
on Rwanda and its invasion of eastern Congo. The petition 
calls for U.N. forces there to support the DRC army “to 
stop once and for all the invasion of the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, the systematic looting of its natural 
wealth and the massive rape of Congolese women.”

At the hearing, Mark Schneider of the International 
Crisis Group called for an immediate ceasefire monitored 
by United Nations; an end to foreign support of armed 

groups, particularly Rwandan support of M23; the arrest 
of M23 leader Bosco Ntaganda; the full disarmament of 
M23 and expanded sanctions against those who continue 
to support the rebels.

“The support must end, once and for all,” Schneider 
told the subcommittee.

Another witness at the hearing, Jason Stearns, is direc-
tor of the Usalama Project for the Rift Valley Institute, 
whose researchers are investigating armed groups in the 
eastern Congo as part of an effort to promote solutions to 
the ongoing violence.

“The curse of the Congo war has been its complex-
ity,” Stearns said, making it a key challenge for politicians, 
journalists and advocates.

Creating a strong Congolese state “is going to take 
decades,” he said, but in the short term, there needs to be a 
political process “in which the Rwandan government will 
take an active part.”

Rwanda’s progress on its own development goals 
cannot be separated from what is happening in eastern 
Congo, he pointed out. “The U.S. government needs to 
take a tough look at its financial and political engagement 
in the region.”
*Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia reporter based 
in New York. Follow her at http://twitter.com/umcscribe. Wayne Rhodes, 
United Methodist Board of Church and Society, contributed to this report.

Camp provides hope for Liberian refugees By Kathy L. Gilbert*

Help end killing, says Congo bishop to U.S.
By Linda Bloom*

The day care project at the camp cares for children from pre-school to kindergarten. Children must 
attend classes while their parents work in the fields at Point Hope. The project was formed to care for 
malnourished children. UMNS Photo by Kathy L. Gilbert.

A women’s empowerment program teaches sewing, basket, beading and cosmetic making as well as a 
batik wax-dyeing technique that creates one-of-a-kind fabric. UMNS Photo by Rev. Gary Henderson.
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You probably have a gift that our 2013 IGRC 
summer camping ministry needs!  Now is the 
time to let us know!

The vitality of the summer camping minis-
try in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference has 
long depended on clergy and lay persons who 
volunteer a week of their summer to share their 
unique gifts at our six IGRC camps.  All types of 
gifts are needed and will be deployed if every-
one plans far enough ahead.  That’s why now is 
the time to let the camping office know where 
and how you want to serve.

There are some particular roles that are 
critical to fill early in the fall.  Those include the 
roles of chaplains, deans, and nurses.  

Chaplains are clergy or lay persons who give 
spiritual leadership to the week at camp.  Their 
role varies somewhat from site to site, but gen-
erally they provide devotional talks (not long, 
however-- campers can get wiggly!), lead prayer 
in different settings, sometimes teach, offici-
ate over the communion table (if clergy), build 
relationships with campers, and be sensitive and 
accessible to those campers (and staff!) who 
have questions, struggles, or need for comfort.

Rev. Shelley Forrest, El Paso UMC, spent 
a week at East Bay Camp as chaplain this past 
summer.  Not only does she deeply appreci-
ate camps as “a place apart,” she is also blessed 
by the relationships that are formed between 
campers, staff, and volunteers, who together 
learn to live out their faith in community.  

“The week I was at camp,” Shelley says, 
“three junior high boys dedicated their lives to 
a life of discipleship.  I don’t see that every week 
in my congregation, but again, that time apart, 
the time spent in Bible study and passionate 
worship, the time building relationships with 
others who are seeking God passionately… 
there is something special about being at camp!”

Deans of our camps are individuals whose 
spiritual and administrative leadership set the 
tone and direction for the duration of the camp.   
Deans need to be able to work with IGRC staff 
persons to sculpt daily schedules, arrange for 
various camper activities, invite other volun-
teers to assist in various ways, provide cur-
riculum (this can also be provided by the IGRC 
camping ministry), work the registration table, 
troubleshoot, and complete other administra-
tive and leadership tasks the camping program 
might need.  First-timers are well-supported by 
staff, who are willing to mentor volunteers into 
preparedness and effectiveness.

Rev. Larry Gilbert, Murphysboro UMC, 
has served campers a number of ways over the 
years, including a director or dean.  “Camp-

ing for me has been the time of planting seeds, 
nurturing the seeds that others have planted, 
and having the great privilege to sometime even 
watch them grow.  It has been the one place 
over and over again where I have witnessed 
the mission of our church (to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world) 
happen.  

Nurses tend to the scraped knees and bumps 
on the head that go hand-in-hand with outdoor 
fun and occasionally accompany a camper to 
the ER.  The camp nurse does a brief update on 
health history at registration, administers medi-
cines the campers must have, and keeps detailed 
records of incidents.  Carol Noble, volunteer 
R.N. at Little Grassy, says, “Who would have 
thought that, at the age of 68, I would be going 
to church camp for the first time in my life?  As 
the kids came to us for care they put their trust 
in us.  What a responsibility!  And one I didn’t 
take lightly.  Sometimes a nurse’s touch is just 
what they need, or maybe a listening ear.”

Rev. Kim Stuby, IGRC Camping Assistant, 
highlights the need for all kinds of volunteers.  
She says, “The IGRC camp staff spends the 
entire year planning and preparing ways for 
campers to experience God at summer camp, 
but our volunteers make it happen!  They are 
the hands and feet of Jesus every day.  They 
form positive relationships with the campers 
and, through their own example, teach campers 
how to live Christian lives.  We are thankful for 
our volunteers, willing servants, who allow God 
to use them to make the IGRC summer camp-
ing program a success.”

Persons who volunteer as deans, chaplains, 
and nurses are normally provided with lodging 
apart from the clamor of happy campers at no 
cost.  Three meals a day are part of the deal, too.

Conference camps in 2013 are scheduled 
between June 9  through the first part of August.  
Participation in staff training is required.

Clergy who volunteer are allowed by the 
IGRC standing rules to do so without sacrificing 
vacation time.  IGRC Standing Rule V.B.4. says: 
“Each charge shall allow its pastor to assist up 
to two (2) weeks (to include up to two Sundays) 
of evangelistic meetings, assisting at Conference 
camps and other ministry activities e.g. School 
of Christian Missions, Mission trips, Academy 
for Spiritual Formation) per year. None of these 
activities shall be counted against vacation 
time.”

If you would like more information or to 
volunteer, don’t hesitate to call the IGRC camp-
ing office at 217-529-2646 or email ashirley@
igrc.org. 

IGRC 2014 camps need 
deans, chaplains & nurses
By Alice Shirley, Interim Coordinator Camping/Retreat and Youth Ministries

Webinars provide spiritual framework
 for people working with older adults
NASHVILLE, Tenn. Sept. 10, 2012 /GBOD/ – Clergy, laity and professionals seek-
ing a spiritual framework for their work with older adults will benefit from Faith 
and Aging, a new webinar series from The Upper Room in October.

Scheduled on four successive Tuesdays beginning Oct. 9, the series will be 
hosted by Jerry Haas, spiritual director for The Upper Room, a division of the 
General Board of Discipleship. Each session will be presented by Upper Room 
and Discipleship Resources authors who are experts in the field.

The series is designed for individuals seeking a view of aging that is rooted in 
the Christian faith. 

Each session will be webcast live from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (Central Day-
light Saving Time) and will focus on these unique aspects of the aging process:

•  Aging as Personal Journey, presented on Oct 9 by Missy Buchanan, author 
   of Don’t Write My Obituary Just Yet

•  Aging and Life's Transitions, presented on Oct. 16 by Dan Moseley, author 
   of Lose, Love, Live

•  Aging as Spiritual Journey, co-presented on Oct. 23 by Richard Morgan and 
   Jane Thibault, authors of Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life

•  Aging and Ministry to the Church, presented on Oct. 30 by Richard Gentzler, 
author of Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century

Registration for a single webinar session is $14.95, or the cost for all four ses-
sions is $49.95. Recorded versions of the webinars will be available after the 
live events at the same rate. 

High-speed internet access is required for the live events, which are being of-
fered in partnership with United Methodist Communications.

Registration is limited. For more information about the webinar series or to 
register, go to www.upperroom.org/events/59. Or contact Sharon Conley at 
Upper Room Ministries by phone at (615) 340-7525 or by email at sconley@
GBOD.org. 

Imagine No Malaria drive at 90 percent mark
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is closing in on the 90 percent mark in its 
$2.3 million Imagine No Malaria campaign.

During the month of August, receipts for Imagine No Malaria $70,641. This 
includes the $16,000 collected in the two farewell services for Bishop Gregory 
V. Palmer. The total does not include funds which were directly contributed to 
the Global Health Initiative office in Nashville or through online contributions 
to Imagine No Malaria.

With August's response, the campaign is $255,000 short of the goal. Persons 
and churches who did not have sufficient time to participate in August may 
want to consider an offering at Bishop Jonathan Keaton's welcome celebration 
Sept. 30 or including Imagine No Malaria as a beneficiary in their Christmas 
offering.

Pledges paid over a period of up to five years can be included in the campaign 
amount and persons who have already pledged are reminded that payment of 
those pledges will be needed to ensure a successful campaign.

Applications sought for Newman Scholarship
Applications are now being accepted for the Sondra Newman Scholarship, of-
fered by the IGRC Commission on Status and Role of Women.

COSROW offers the Newman scholarship to any woman who is a certified 
candidate for ministry from the IGRC; enrolled in seminary for degree or Course 
of Study; and has completed at least one semester of training.
 Seminary applicants receive first consideration followed by course of study ap-
plicants. If there are no seminary or course of study applicants CPE applicants 
will be considered.

 In order to apply, submit: a transcript from the seminary; two letters of recom-
mendation from persons who have known the applicant for at least one year 
such as a professor, district superintendent, church member, mentor pastor 
that can comment on her potential pastoral qualities; a DCOM statement 
that she is a certified candidate making progress toward their requirements; 
financial statements explaining  other student loans, expenses, extenuating 
circumstances other information pertinent to payment for required training; 
candidates’ personal statement about her ministry and current coursework. 
The scholarship is available once a year. Once a student receives the scholar-
ship she is not eligible for another award for four years. Deadline for submis-
sion is Oct. 15. For more information, visit www.igrc.org/cosrow for more 
information.

Applications are to be sent to: IGRC, Attention: Christy Blickensderfer, P.O. Box 
19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207.

Mission trip to Mississippi Gulf Coast
The Vermilion River District Volunteers in Mission are planning a winter work 
trip to Philadelphia Miss., Jan. 19-27, 2013. 

Persons interested can request a registration form by contacting David Pruss-
ner by phone at 815-935-8730 after 4:30 PM or by emailing David at  ugli-
boy53@comcast.net   Once you have received and completed the registration 
form  you can mail it to David Prussner, #4 Little Chief Bourbonnais, IL 60914 by 
Nov. 16. The total cost per person is $350, which includes all travel expenses to 
and from Philadelphia MS, along with food and lodging at United Methodist 
Choctaw Indian Mission. Everyone who registers is encouraged to attend the 
organizational meeting, on Dec. 2, at 1:30 p.m. at Kankakee Asbury UMC. 

The annual Peter Cartwright Sermon will be 
preached on Sunday, Oct. 21 at Peter Cartwright 
UMC in Pleasant Plains.  Rev. Joel Catlin, who has 
portrayed the circuit-riding preacher on several 
occasions, will be delivering the message. Catlin 
serves as associate pastor of O’Fallon First UMC. The 
annual sermon is jointly sponsored by Peter Cart-
wright UMC and the IGRC Commission on Archives 
and History.

Children, family ministry leaders 
network
TROY – Shiloh UMC will be hosting  Connection! Chil-
dren & Family Ministry Leaders Network on Saturday, 
Nov. 10, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.

The three-hour event by Harvest Ministry Teams is 
for children’s ministry leaders, family ministry leaders, 
and volunteer teams from local church Sunday school 
and children’s ministry. For more information, visit 
http://harvestministryteams.com/connection/, or call 
618-667-6241 ext 14.

Have Ministry News you 
want to share?

Contact Paul Black via email at
pblack@igrc.org or 217.529.2824
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As IGRC launches a new mission partnership with The UMC 
of Honduras, seven members from throughout IGRC arrived in 
Honduras on August 18th. This is the first of future IGRC mis-
sion teams to Honduras. Those on the trip were Madonna Foster 
(Carrollton UMC), Gregory Gelzinnis (Alton Main Street UMC), 
Sharon Hicks (Stronghurst UMC), Bryan Lambdin (Springfield 
Douglas Ave UMC),  Donna Schaad (Bloomington Wesley UMC), 
Ann Wagle (Danville St. James UMC) and Bunny Wolfe (IGRC 
Missions/Outreach Coordinator). 

The IGRC mission team pioneered two new areas. We were the 
first team to stay at a newly rented space for work teams and we were 
the first group to work in Tegucigalpa at the site of a newly planned 
building in the area of La Colonia Maya.  Our team worked at the 
site each day helping to build the retaining wall which is the first 
phase of the project before ground work and building construction 
may start.  We filled in a trench, built benches, carried rocks and 
cement, shoveled sand and cement, pushed wheel barrels of sand 
and rock, conducted VBS and became acquainted with members of 
the San Jose de le Vega UMC and our fellow workers on site. 

This project will take a minimum of three years to complete 
and it will take the help of many other mission teams working at 
the same site. The proposed building will be the new San Jose de la 
Vega United Methodist Church with a sanctuary that will hold one 
hundred and fifty people. In addition to the sanctuary, the building 
will be the parsonage, a training center and the mission office for 
the United Methodist Church of Honduras.  

IGRC and members of the San Jose de la Vega UMC jointly 
held a vacation Bible school our last three afternoons on site. Chil-
dren of the San Jose de la Vega UMC were transported to the site 
and children from the new neighborhood attended. To follow up 
contacts with area families who participated in the VBS and to help 
establish new members before the project is completed, weekly ser-
vices will soon begin on site in a temporary shelter.  

The youngest “helper” of the work team who joined us every 
day was little three-year-old Juan David who seemed to roam at 
will and lived just below the construction site.  Sometimes he tried 
to push an empty wheel barrel or tried to shovel sand with a shovel 
three times his size, but he was always there.  Often he was riding 
in the empty wheel barrel after large rocks were delivered for the 
retaining wall. What a blessing to see this child come to VBS, but 
most of all to see a positive change in his interaction with other 
children along with his acceptance of us by the end of the week.  He 
didn’t want to see the other children leave the last day of VBS.  As I 
witnessed him waving good bye to the children leaving the last day 
of VBS and saw for the first time that week a big smile on his face, I 
prayed that good seeds were planted within his heart and soul dur-
ing the limited amount of time we had with him.  I prayed for the 
three Honduran men who are staying at a temporary shelter on the 
worksite and have become substitute fathers and role models for 
him. We each came away from Honduras with Juan David and his 
home situation heavy upon our hearts.  We will continue to  pray 
for God’s provision, protection and providence in this child’s life. I 
am truly thankful the United Methodist Church will be there for 
Juan David, his family as well as many others in this neighborhood 
in need of Christ. 

The next IGRC Honduras Mission Team is already scheduled 
for June, 2013. A brochure and information is available by contact-
ing bwolfe@igrc.org.  Please consider becoming a part of this new 
IGRC mission connection. Additional teams will be planned as 
members of IGRC answer God’s call this new IGRC mission part-
nership.  

IGRC launches new mission 
partnership in Honduras
By Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Missions/Outreach Coordinator

The IGRC team at retaining wall. Photo courtesy of  Greg Gelzinnis.

Main photo: Juan David, 3 years old, does his best to assist the IGRC team.  Upper 
left from top to bottom: Juan David with new friends Madonna Foster, a girl from 
VBS and Bryan Lambdin.  Upper right: Juan David prays at VBS.

Model of the Honduras project. Photo courtesy of Ann Wagle.

Children at vbs. Photo courtesy of Ann Wagle.

Photo courtesy of  Bunny Wolfe.

Photo courtesy of Greg Gelzinnis.

Photo courtesy of Ann Wagle.

Photo courtesy of  Bunny Wolfe.
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IGRC Communications has just completed a project putting the subscrip-
tion database for The Current online, which will enable churches to manage 
their allotment of free subscriptions.

Pastors will receive a mailing around Oct. 1, asking for the names and 
addresses of persons who wish to receive The Current. Unlike the past where 
certain church officers received free subscriptions, the new system allocates 
free subscriptions based on average worship attendance with each church 
guaranteed a minimum of three free subscriptions.

“We feel the new method of allocation will be much fairer and will actu-
ally provide one in every six United Methodists attending on any given week 
a free subscription to The Current,” said Paul Black, IGRC Director of Com-
munication Ministries. “The previous formula sent specific officers subscrip-
tions, but as churches have adopted alternate organizational structures, there 
is difficulty in matching the responsibility and officers that may have different 
designations. The new formula simplifies this, allowing the church to desig-
nate who should receive the free subscriptions.”

The project has been a joint effort with Brick Rivers Technologies of Ex-
eter , N.H., developer for the IGRC website and Bloomington Offset Process, 
Inc. (BOPI) of Bloomington. BOPI was responsible for the printing of the 
cards and the merging of the unique log-in numbers for each postcard.

Pastors can go ahead and update those lists now by using the church's 
Conference number as the user name and the six-digit GCFA number as the 
password. These numbers are usually found at the top of the forms provided 
for year-end reports. However, conference numbers do change when there 
is a charge realignment, so the number you had last year may have changed. 
The log-in page's URL is www.igrc.org/subscriptions.

Pastors need not include themselves or any appointed staff in the free list-
ing as they already receive a free subscription by virtue of their position. To 
include the name on the free list would result in two being mailed to them.

Persons wishing to get their lists updated and need assistance may contact 
Michele Willson at 217-529-3122 or Paul Black at 217-529-2824. Churches 
that complete this process before Nov. 15 will be entered into a drawing for a 
free iPad. Churches and pastors that do not have internet access may contact 
IGRC Communications at the above numbers with the addresses of those 
they wish to receive the church's free subscriptions.

28. Select choir music that is frequently based on familiar 
congregational hymns, thus taking the opportunity to sing 
that hymn from the people and giving it to the choir.

29. Never encourage the congregation in their singing.   
Never suggest they sing louder, slower, more expressively, 
or pay more attention to the words. Never affirm their 
singing. 

30. The pastor should never comment on the text of a 
hymn in a sermon or use it in a prayer.

31. Encourage the people to scatter throughout the sanc-
tuary, leaving lots of empty space between occupied pews, 
especially at the front.

32. Limit hymn selections to those the 
pianist or organist can play or to those in 
guitar-friendly keys.
33. Do select hymns that will showcase the talents of your 
accompanists.

34. Never sing a hymn or song if it is by Bill Gaither, 
Johann Sebastian Bach, Fanny Crosby, Charles Wesley, or 
other specific names.

35. Place cushions on all the pews, carpet throughout the 
sanctuary, lots of banners and hangings on the walls, and 
acoustical tile on the ceiling. Cover up as much of the bare 
walls and hard surfaces as possible. 

36. Make frequent use of dancers during the hymns to 
     distract the congregation from singing.

37. Install a sound system and have the operator monitor 
through headphones while seated in a sealed, closed room 
separate from the sanctuary. 

38. Sing all songs in the same style, regardless of the mu-
sical style, country, ethnicity, or generation of origin; and 
ignore how the writers may have intended for the songs to 
be sung.

39. Always sing first, second, and last stanzas, regardless 
of the number and content of other stanzas. 

40. Never sing children's songs or songs that the children 
might know. 

41. Sing ONLY from the denominational hymnal.

42. NEVER sing from the denominational 
hymnal. 

43. Never take time in worship to explain or point out 
      something in the text of a hymn that may benefit the 
      people. 

44. Never correct musical mistakes the people make in 
     their singing. 

45. Never point out peculiar or difficult musical leaps or 
      rhythms in the melody. 

46. Don't teach the children and youth in your church 
      the songs and hymns you use in worship.

47. Don't include hymns in your children's and youth 
      choirs. 

48. Don't have your people sing hymns at potluck sup-
pers, meetings, church picnics, or other gatherings.

49. Allow bad congregational singing to go on week 
after week, year after year, without ever doing anything to 
improve it. 

50. Don't connect the congregational hymns to the litur-
gy of the day, the liturgical year, the lectionary, the Sunday 
school lesson, the sermon, current events in the nation and 
community, or your people's lives outside the church. 

There they are  -- fifty ways to kill off vital congregational 
singing. I would imagine that nearly every United Method-
ist church will be able to identify with one or more. If so, 
consider a change. Think about doing just the opposite or 
perhaps simply eliminating that technique.

(Dean McIntyre is the Director of Music Resources for the General Board 
of Discipleship in Nashville, Tenn. Copyright General Board of Discipleship, 
www.gbod.org. Reprinted with permission)

Focusing on prayer and peacemaking, the 
New Streams Team will host  Seeking God’s 
Power and Living a Shalom Life, which will 
be held Nov. 9-10 at Effingham Centenary 
UMC. The event is the next in the Deeper 
Still series.

Susan Nienaber of the Alban Institute 
will lead the two-day retreat with additional 
resource persons coming from the IGRC. 
Nienaber, an ordained elder in the United 
Methodist Church, has experience as a pastor, 
hospital chaplain, psychotherapist, and family 
and marriage therapist. She writes, lectures, 
and leads training workshops and retreats for 
clergy and laity on subjects such as managing 
conflict and change, professional ethics and 
boundaries, the use of dialogue, developing 
staff and strengthening leadership.

Participants will experience times of 
learning, hands-on practice of the disciplines 
of prayer and peacemaking, worship, and 
reflection, along with time to network with 
others from throughout the conference that 
are passionate about these disciplines. The 
Rivers of Life clergy band will provide wor-
ship music on Friday evening.

Registration for this retreat is $25 per 
person through Oct. 5. After that date, reg-
istration is $35 per person or $30 each for a 

group of three or more from the same church, 
charge or parish. Lodging expenses are not 
included in the registration fee. Child care 
is available, and the church is accessible to 
those with disabilities. The final registration 
deadline is Nov. 2. Further information and a 
link to the registration form may be found at 
www.igrc.org/deeperstill. Questions may be 
directed to Beth Fender, Coordinator of New 
Streams, at 217-529-2611 or bfender@igrc.
org. 

Deeper Still is a series of experiential 
retreats exploring spiritual disciplines. Each 
retreat offers hands-on experience with one 
act of piety (which helps us grow in our love 
for God) and one act of mercy (which helps 
us grow in our love for our neighbor), along 
with time to explore the connection between 
the two and reflect on how the practice of 
these means of grace helps us grow deeper 
still in our life in the Spirit. Each retreat in 
the series is a stand-alone experience. Even if 
you have never attended any of the previous 
Deeper Still retreats, you are welcome and en-
couraged to participate in this one. Certified 
Lay Speakers may be able to use this event for 
renewal. Contact your District Director of 
Lay Speaking Ministries for further informa-
tion.

New Streams retreat focuses 
on prayer, peacemaking
By Beth Fender, IGRC New Streams Coordinator

Sing (continued from pg. 4)

Conference committee and groups are 
asked to submit their 2012-13 calendar items 
for inclusion on the IGRC Conference calen-
dar found on the IGRC website at: www.igrc.
org/events/calendar.

Include the date, time and location of the 
meeting, along with any other information 
you wish to be shared.

Due to rising printing costs and low 
usage, there will be no print version of the 
Conference calendar in 2013. However, IGRC 
Communications is working on an electronic 

version of the calendar, which will be made 
available as a calendar file that can be down-
loaded and synced with smart phones or 
placed within Outlook. Users can then delete 
the events they are not interested in having 
included on their calendars.

Dates can be submitted to Michele Will-
son and those dates will be included on the 
Conference calendar. For more information 
or questions, contact Willson at 217-529-3122 
or by email at mwillson@igrc.org.

2013 meeting dates sought 
for Conference calendar

Churches are asked 
to update Current 
subscriptions
By Paul Black, IGRC Director of Communication Ministries
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October 19-21
Double Tree Hotel

Bloomington, IL
 

For event and registration information go to www.igrc.org/ncjcorr

North Central Jurisdiction Commission on 
Religion and Race 2012 Learning Event

Sylvester 
Weatherall's 
Installation
Service
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Trying to 
set up next 
year’s church 
budget?

UMMCU can help!  

www.ummcu.com

United Methodist Ministries Credit Union 
Your church can open savings and share draft accounts 
with us, but your church can also get a Visa credit card.  
Paying your bills with a Visa credit card can help you track 
purchases, write fewer checks, and be a valuable tool 
for church staff and your financial officers.

Using a Visa credit card helps you church with outreach 
ministry!  With each purchase on your Visa Platinum, Visa 
Classic, or Secured Visa, UMMCU contributes toward 
church camp scholarships for the IGRC and Northern 
Illinois Conferences!  It’s like giving a gift twice!

New CEO at UM Village
LAWRENCEVILLE – A 30-year veteran in continuing care and retirement commu-

nities has been selected as the new President and Interim Administrator of the United 
Methodist Village.

Robert Benson of Mason, Ohio, will begin his tenure at UM Village Oct. 1. Benson will 
be the CEO for both the Main Campus and the North Campus, both in Lawrenceville and 
will oversee the daily operations of The Village. Rose Sepulveda, current Financial Officer 
of The Village, will assume the additional role of administrator of the Main Campus.

Most recently Benson was the Vice President of Operations for Life Enriching Com-
munities, a non-profit United Methodist- affiliated retirement corporation.  In the role he 
served approximately 900 residents and 550 staff members at two locations in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.   He was responsible for all aspects of the day to day operations of the nursing homes, 
assisted living, independent housing apartments and cottages and adult day services.

Benson was formerly the President/CEO of Epworth Villa, Oklahoma City, Okla., from 
2009 to 2010 and earlier,  Otterbein Lebanon, Lebanon, Ohio, from 2003 to 2005.  Both are 
United Methodist-affiliated, non-profit organizations and operate Continuing Care Retire-
ment Communities (CCRC) with broad spectrum services ranging from Independent 
Housing (patio and single family homes and apartments) through assisted living,  hospice, 
licensed skilled nursing and rehabilitative facilities for the very frail.  

In 1992 Benson became the President/CEO of Winebrenner Village for five years prior 
to its purchase by Blanchard Valley Health Association (where he became responsible for 
the Continuing Care Services Division).  At Winebrenner Village he was responsible for the 
development and construction of a building for the memory challenged and the creation of 
on-site assisted living. 

In 1997 Winebrenner Village was purchased by a local non-profit hospital associa-
tion and Benson became the President/CEO of the Continuing Care Services division.  In 
that role, he was simultaneously responsible for redeveloping Winebrenner Village into a 
new Continuing Care Retirement Community named Birchaven Village, in Findlay, Ohio.  
Benson also oversaw the operations of an affordable housing program for the elderly, home 
health agency, hospice, private duty and durable medical equipment company serving a 
three county area in Northwest Ohio.  Birchaven Village provided services for people need-
ing nursing home and rehabilitative services, assisted and independent living as well as a 
child care and adult day service program.

Benson was the President/CEO of Evergreen Management of Kansas City, Mo., from 
1989 to 1992.  In that role, he led a small team to the opening and marketing of 21 free-
standing assisted living properties in 14 states.  The model was to extensively renovate 
distressed downtown hotels into assisted living buildings in communities of population less 
than 100,000.  

Prior to 1989, Benson worked for the Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society of 
Sioux Falls, S.D. for nearly 10 years, where redeveloped a challenged retirement community 
Good Samaritan Society purchased out of receivership and built a nursing home.

Benson graduated from the University of Michigan, School of Public Health, Ann 
Arbor Mich., in 1980, with a Master’s in Health Services Administration.  He also received 
Specialist in Aging designation from the University of Michigan’s Institute of Gerontology.  
His Bachelor of Arts is from Augustana College, Sioux Falls, S.D.

Benson and his wife, Nina, celebrated 30 years of marriage in January and live in Ma-
son, Ohio. They have four children and one grandchild.

Here we stand: Church and state
By Miley Palmer, Chair, IGRC Board of Church and Society
(Editor’s note: This is the fifth in a series of articles related to the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church 
written by members of the IGRC Board of Church and Society.)

TROY -- The Well, a seminar for youth workers, will be hosted in seven locations for the purpose 
of equipping and encouraging youth workers (volunteer and paid).  

Sites for the three-hour meetings will be: Dwight – Oct. 1; Peoria – Oct. 2; Galesburg – Oct. 2         
Lawrenceville – Oct. 4; Godfrey – Oct. 8; Springfield – Oct. 11; Marion – Oct. 16

Register online www.harvestministryteams.com/thewell. Registration includes the meal and 
there are discounts for more than one team member attending from the same church.   

The Well seminar for youth workers

From its earliest days, Christianity has struggled with the relation of its adherents to two 
loyalties – their responsibilities as citizens of a particular nation and their calling to be loyal to 
God’s Kingdom. We live in two worlds simultaneously, and sometimes their claims compete 
and clash. St. Paul said that the “powers that be” are ordained of God – even though that power 
– the Roman Empire – fought the Church and beheaded Paul.

The colonists in America certainly realized the ambiguities of living in two Kingdoms, and 
after the Revolution took steps to protect their citizens by creating a new kind of nation. They 
had come from European nations that uniformly maintained a state Church, but here they 
enunciated a doctrine of separation of church and state. The notion was to protect the state 
from interference by religious organizations, and defend the churches from interference by 
political regimes. Both church and state were strengthened by this separation, but how then 
were they to relate with one another?

The Methodist movement in the American colonies struggled with the same issue. John 
Wesley famously opposed the Revolution, quoting Paul’s letter to the Romans. Methodists 
in America took opposing sides on the issue, but after the Revolution enthusiastically ap-
proved our form of government and adopted its principles in creating the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Nonetheless, a creative tension has continued ever since for the denomination, par-
ticularly as it has tried to address ethical and political issues from a Christian viewpoint. When 
does a church bear legitimate witness to the questions plaguing society, and when is it cross the 
line into “meddling in politics”? Since United Methodists represent a broad spectrum of politi-
cal opinions, it remains a hot question.

For example, consider our stance on war and the military. Along with many Christians 
through the centuries, we oppose violence and sanction military actions in war only under 
strict controls and for narrow, clearly defined purposes. We support our members who choose 
in good conscience to serve the nation in the military services, and provide a number of chap-
lains to meet the spiritual needs of our military. At the same time, we support those members 
who – also as a matter of Christian conscience – choose to refrain from military service; that is, 
when the U.S. has a military draft, those who choose to be conscientious objectors.

The General Board of Church and Society, located in Washington, D.C., maintains an ac-
tive program of witnessing on behalf of our denomination to the administration and Congress 
of our federal government, and conference boards are urged to bear similar witness to their 
state governments – but as they do so, to remember that they can only speak on behalf of 
United Methodists when they adhere to the statements passed by General Conference




