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NEWS
 From The Episcopal Office
  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Seven thoughts for the future
1. In my DVD message to each Charge Conference, I re-

minded each church of our mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Anywhere 
the Word of God is preached and the church practices the 
Golden Rule, churches grow. Think about the church in 
Africa. Despite the time, energy and money that it takes to 
combat a holocaust of diseases and problems from malaria, 
the Ebola virus, famine, war, unemployment to a host of 
other challenges, African Christians have kept their focus 
on making disciples. They continue to grow. Why not us?  
On Sunday, Sept. 7, two persons joined Trinity United 
Methodist Church in East St. Louis. They joined because 
of membership cultivation, pastoral leadership and the 
unction of the Holy Spirit. I was moved. If 30 members join 
Trinity, I promised to return. Can it happen? Yep. Will it???  

2. Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming soon. Remember 
men, women and children spending these days and every 
day behind bars, in halfway houses, etc. Simple gifts will go 
from my office to persons such as these. Although I know 
them not, they are within my concern. As always, pray or 
support and/or continue your involvement in our Dis-
ciple Bible Study Outreach program behind prison walls. 
Co-sponsored by Northern Illinois Conference and Illinois 
Great Rivers Annual Conference, Bible Study, fellowship, 
caring conversations are bringing hope and healing to those 
who desire “redemption and release.”

3. My gratitude goes out continually for the way IGRC United 
Methodists share their witness, service, prayers, presence 
and financial gifts to transform the world. This Bishop 
cannot thank you enough for “walking the talk.” Apportion-
ments, second mile giving and/or addressing the world’s ills 
through the efforts of UMCOR is one Supernova of light 
healing a hurting WORLD. Wherever malaria, the Ebola 
virus, other diseases, war and rumors of war, United Meth-
odists are there in person “to feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, visit the sick and imprisoned, embrace the stranger” 
and seek reconciliation and peace. Thanks Be to God.

4. IGRC has launched a Million Dollar Scholarship Campaign 
for Africa University. We’ve named it “Making Dreams Pos-
sible.”  Until Christ comes, we envision providing scholar-
ships for students to receive an education, return home and 
make vital contributions to their country and the world. 
When this DREAM is accomplished, IGRC knows we will 
change lives. The late Alfred Nobel showed us the power of 
changing lives with money and vision. When his brother 
died years ago, newspapers mistakenly said it was him. 
Comments made about him were even more shocking. “The 
merchant of death is dead,” the newspaper said, “Dr. Alfred 
Nobel…became rich by finding ways to kill people faster.”  
Even if they retracted the error, the damage was done. Then 
and there, Alfred Nobel decided to make himself known for 
something other than a weapon of mass destruction. 99.9 
percent of what we know about Alfred Nobel today is how 
he used his resources in death to award money to outstand-
ing people who are changing the world for good in physics, 
chemistry, medicine, literature and yes, peace. Since 1901, 
his resources have produced prize money for humanitar-
ian work for more than 113 years. And it continues. That’s 

a Hallelujah Anyhow!! Again, we’ve named our campaign 
“Making Dreams Possible.” We want to change the world 
too.  Dr. James H. Salley, Associate Vice-Chancellor for In-
stitutional Advancement for Africa University, said it best, 
“The Illinois Great Rivers Annual is in the DNA of Africa 
University.”  Let’s get it done!! 

5. The 2012 General Conference held in Tampa, Fla., asked 
every Annual Conference to focus on “Acts of Repentance 
Toward Healing Relationships with Indigenous People” 
during this quadrennium. We’ve invited a premier story-
teller, Rev. Fred Shaw, to the 2015 Annual Conference to 
lead us. Come and hear him. Plus, do all you can to read up 
on the history of our Native American brothers and sisters 
in America, particularly in Illinois! As Thanksgiving Day 
draws nigh, read and learn why some Native Americans 
give it a different meaning. Instead of a day of Thanksgiv-
ing; they see it as a Day of Mourning.

6. Every day, we turn on the television and some man, woman 
or child, some group of persons has lost their lives. Depend-
ing on the degree of tragedy, news media talk it to death 
until it’s impossible to keep watching night and day. Actions 
like these break down community. Biblically speaking, we 
are horrified by the violence in the world’s first family. The 
first crime, the first murder and the first brokenness and 
distancing in the family occurs. What were the actions 
and motives of Cain in Genesis 4? Why did he kill his only 
brother? More importantly, why did he offer a cynical 
response to God that he knows is not true? Cain refuses to 
acknowledge his biological and God given connection to 
Abel saying, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  

7. Lingering questions from 9-11, Ferguson, Mo., same-gender 
battles, immigration policy, bitter skirmishes between 
Republicans and Democrats, battles over conceal and carry, 
health care, and a thousand other controversial issues 
have folk in the body of Christ suffering with compassion 
fatigue asking Christ the same question, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” In our terms, how could God show Cain mercy 
and let him live when he killed his brother? We may be ask-
ing a similar question concerning those who fit categories 
such as deserter, abuser, traitor, criminal, terrorist, savage, 
monster, demon, drug dealer and white collar criminal? Is 
that the “Cain in us?” posing a question already knowing 
God’s answer? An “eye for an eye” is the way of the world.  
Can it be for us? It can’t. “All of us who have fallen short of 
the glory of God.” Yet, God holds on to us. Why not others?  
Since we Christians pledge our allegiance to God in Jesus 
Christ who came to save the world, we have a Great Com-
mission to Raise God, and lower Cain!

8. My goal is to be ever thankful for God’s call upon my life 
however challenging the journey. “Nothing is impossible 
with God.” Like Mary’s response to God’s call upon her life, 
“I am God’s servant and your servant leader, nothing more.”  
Your prayers are always appreciated. O God, keep the “lame 
duck” away from me!!                              

Grace and Peace,
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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Food Service Manager – East Bay Camp
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United 
Methodist Church is seeking a qualified Food Service 
Manager for East Bay Camp.  This position is a full-time, 
exempt, live-on position supervised by the camp site 
manager. Position Summary: The Food Service Manager 
manages the overall food service operations of the 
Dining Hall,  providing nutritious meals that reflect the 
camp’s commitment to quality and the needs of guests; 
supervising and scheduling dining hall employees and 
volunteers; and practicing, implementing, and training 

staff in the proper cooking procedures and guidelines 
required by the county health code.  The Food Service 
Manager will also on occasion take a rotation as a 
weekend or holiday campground host.  Compensation 
includes salary, housing, utilities, meals when users 
are on site, pension, and health insurance. For a full 
job description please visit our web-site at: www.
igrc.org/files/tables/content/428051/fields/files/
f60ea377993244ec88a1ed3e701bdd11/eb food 
service manager.doc  Send resumes to brnelson@igrc.
org. The application deadline is Oct. 31

CLASSIFIEDS

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton makes the following 
appointments:

Rebecca Gearhart to White Chapel-Monterey, 
Illinois River District, effective Oct. 1. This is her first 
IGRC appointment.

Change of status
Charles Cunningham to Willow Hill, Embarras 
River District, effective Sept. 18. Change of status 
from supply to part-time local pastor. This is his 
first IGRC appointment.

Tim Delaney to West Side Parish (LaFayette-West 
Jersey-Laura-Monica), Illinois River District, effec-
tive Oct. 1. Change of status from supply to part-
time local pastor. This is his first IGRC appointment.

Ellen Dodd to Smithfield Brock-Locust Lane, 
Illinois River District, effective Oct. 1. Change of 
status from supply to part-time local pastor. This is 
her first IGRC appointment.

Deborah Honegger to Chenoa, Vermilion River 
District, effective Sept. 1. Change of status from 
supply to part-time local pastor. This is her first 
IGRC appointment.

Johnathan Walden to Grand Tower Charge, 
Cache River District, effective Oct. 1. Change of 
status from supply to part-time local pastor. This is 
his first IGRC appointment.

Deaths 
Retired pastor Rev. Rosemary Harris died Sept. 
14, in Mt. Vernon.

Rev. Harris served several churches during her 34 
years of active ministry in the former Southern 
Illinois Conference, retiring from Dix-Union Chapel 
in 1991.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Marc K. Harris, 
1700 Warren Ave., Mt. Vernon, IL  62864.

A complete obituary may be found at: http://
www.hugheyfh.com/obituaries/obituary-
listings?obId=315706#/obituaryInfo

Lyleen J. Stewart, mother of the Rev. Douglas 
Stewart, died Thursday, Aug. 28 in Belleville.

Mrs. Stewart was a member of Belleville St. Mat-
thew UMC where she served as a parish nurse. For 
more than 35 years, she served as Camp Nurse at 
Beulah Camp in Eldorado.

Funeral services will be Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Belleville St. Matthew UMC with the Rev. James 
Slone and Rev Dan Harry officiating. Visitation will 
be from 2 to 6:30 p.m. Sunday at the church.

Interment will be at 11am on Monday, September 
1, 2014 at Riess Chapel at Lake View Memorial 
Gardens, Fairview Heights, IL.

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Douglas Stew-
art, 1412 Prairie Ave., Belleville, IL. 62220-3681.

A complete obituary can be found at: 
http://kurrusfh.com/obituaries/2013-
obituaries/?id=416
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Pre-retirement seminar Oct. 3-4
SPRINGFIELD -- Preachers' Aid Society and 
Benefit Fund will host a Pre-Retirement semi-
nar for pastors and spouses 10 years away or 
less from retirement Oct. 3-4 at the Spring-
field Hilton. Registration is $40 for single, $70 
for couples. 

Hotel rooms in the PASBF block will be $95 
per night.

Topics covered will include:

•  What does it mean to be retired?

•  What is my call in my retirement?

•  What will I do when I retire?

•  How can I enjoy my retirement?

•  How do I prepare the church for my 
retirement?

•  How will retirement change my relation-
ship with my spouse?

•  Am I ready to retire financiallay, spiritu-
ally and emotionally?

•  Am I financially prepared for retirement?

Pension information will be prepared for 
anyone registered.

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/retirementseminar 

The Well to be at six different 
locales
The Illinois Youth Ministry Network, in coop-
eration with Harvest Ministries, will be host-
ing six sessions of The Well, a "close to home" 
training and equipping event for local church 
youth workers, volunteer or paid. 

This is the ninth season for The Well. The 

three-hour meeting is perfect for learning, fel-
lowship and refreshment that will be helpful 
to those involved in youth ministry.

The individual sessions and sites are as fol-
lows:

•  Oct. 2 -- Highland Hope UMC

•  Oct. 6 -- Tremont UMC

•  Oct. 7 -- Dwight UMC

•  Oct. 9 -- Macomb Wesley UMC

•  Oct. 14 -- Springfield First UMC

•  Oct. 20 -- Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity 
UMC

All sessions are from 4:45 to 8:30 p.m. with a 
light dinner served.

Cost is $30 in advance, $40 at the door. Each 
additional registrant from the same church 
is $15.

For more information, visit: http://www.har-
vestministryteams.com/thewell/index.html

Parish nurse seminar Oct. 10
SPEEDWAY, Ind. -- The Indiana Conference 
Health Ministries/Parish Nursing Ministries is 
sponsoring a daylong seminar, Renewing Our 
Minds: Mental Health and Church Relationship 
Friday, Oct. 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
(Eastern time) at Speedway UMC in Speed-
way, Ind.

Speaker for the day is Professor Antony Shee-
han, president of The Church Health Center in 
Memphis, Tenn. Sheehan has a background 
in mental health and the seminar is open to 
parish nurses, health ministers, pastors and 
interested laity.

For more information, contact Sherry Mc-
Intyre at: samandmac64@gmail.com or by 

calling 317-894-0902. Cost is $30 per partici-
pant for continental breakfast and lunch.

Download a brochure at: http://www.inumc.
org/files/file_share/connect/2014brochurep
nconference.pdf

Junior High YAR Oct. 10-12
CARLINVILLE -- Registration is underway for 
the 2014 Junior High YAR, which will be Oct. 
10-12 at Lake Williamson Christian Retreat 
Center in Carlinville.

Visit www.igrc.org/jrhighYAR for links to the 
various forms along with the deadlines.

Mike Rayson will be speaking during the 
weekend event and Tim Price will be leading 
worship.

Nixon to speak at Collins Conference                            

MARION -- Marion Aldersgate UMC is hosting 
the Collins Pastors & Lay Leadership Confer-
ence, Re-rooting Our Churches in the Soil of 
Community on Saturday, Oct. 11, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

Paul Nixon, author of I Refuse to Lead a Dying 
Congregation and several other books, will be 
the keynote speaker.

 Read more and register online at: www.
marionaldersgate.org

Mighty Men of Courage Men’s 
Conference  

PEORIA -- Peoria First UMC is hosting Mighty 
Men of Courage Men's Retreat Oct. 17-18 at 
Camp Good News in Washington.

Registration is open to all men in the IGRC. 

Read more and register online at: http://
www.fumcpeoria.org/connect/adult/men-s-
ministry/mighty-men-of-courage/ 

Divine Design Women's Conference
TROY -- Nationally-known author and speak-
er Renee Swope will be featured speaker at 
the Divine Design Women's Conference Oct. 
17-18 at the Troy UMC.

Swope is the best-selling author of A Confi-
dent Heart, a 2012 Retailers' Choice Award 
winner with more than 100,000 copies sold. 
She also serves as executive director and co-
host of Proverbs 31 Ministries' international 
radio program where she connects with mil-
lions of women around the world weekly.

 She is a popular blogger and host of book 
studies on her website and has led more than 
25,000 women through A Confident Heart in 
online communities.

Information and online registration is avail-
able. For more information, contact Deb 
Inman at 618-667-6241.

UMW Annual Meeting Oct. 18
The Annual Meeting of the IGRC United Meth-
odist Women will be Oct. 18 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Savoy UMC. Keynote speaker will 
be Harriet Jane Olsen, General Secretary for 
UMW.  Tickets are $15 and can be purchased 
at the fall District Meetings or by contacting 
Mary Ann Harvey, theharveyfamily@mchsi.
com.

Another event is the World Federation Meth-
odist and United Church Women Illinois State 
Assembly Oct. 11 at Bloomington Wesley 
UMC, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Registration 
is $45 which includes continental breakfast, 
lunch, and materials.  Guest worship leader 
is Bishop Linda Lee.  Workshops will address:  
Achieve Universal Primary Education, Pro-
mote Gender Equality and Empower Women.   
Send registration to: Chery Bray, 2153 E. 97th 
St., Chicago, Il 60617.  Checks are to be made 
payable to: North America Area UFM&UCW.

Salem Grace UMC to host prayer 
and praise conference 
SALEM -- Salem Grace UMC will be the site of 
a daylong Women's Praise and Prayer Confer-
ence on Saturday, Oct. 18.

The day's event begins at 9 a.m. and includes 
music, praise, worship and prayer. Lunch will 
be provided including sandwiches choices of 
chicken salad or ham and cheese. Tickets are 
$30 and include lunch.

Contact Salem Grace UMC at 618-548-2810 to 
register.

Christian author Neta Jackson and her friend 
Pam Sullivan will be the featured speakers 
for the event. Jackson and her husband are 
a writing team best known for their 40-book 
Trailblazer series of historical fiction for young 
people about great Christian heroes. Neta 
has also written a seven-book series, The Yada 
Yada Prayer Group and two spinoff series, 
The Yada Yada House of Hope and SouledOut 
Sisters.

Roberts-Evans, Gablers 
to itinerate in IGRC

Missionaries Helen Roberts-Evans and Dan 
and Rachel Gabler will be itinerating in the IGRC.

Roberts-Evans, who serves as director of the 
Department of General Education and Ministry of 
The United Methodist Church in Liberia. She was 
commissioned in October 2009, having initially 
gone to Liberia as a mission volunteer in July 2008. Helen was 
born in Liberia and her return as a missionary was a lifelong 
dream.

The Gablers, who serve in the Democratic Republic of the Congo will be in the 
conference Nov. 15-25.  Daniel Gabler is a pilot and mechanic who is head of a main-
tenance center for three flight ministries in the Congo. Rachel Gabler is a partner 
with her husband in the aviation ministry after previously serving in Mozambique 
with World Vision as an administrative officers and human resource manager.

Carolyn Yockey, the IGRC Missions Secretary, is handling the scheduling for both 
Roberts-Evans and the Gablers. If you would like any of them to visit you, contact 
Yockey at clpy508@aol.com or by calling 309-452-3936.

More information can be found on the IGRC website at: http://www.igrc.org/
newsdetail/108942. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Where is the 
compassion?

BY TIMOTHY LEMBKE
Taylorville First UMC

A total of 57,000 desperate Central 
American children who’ve crossed the U.S. 
border illegally are asking America that 
very question.  We can’t begin to tell you 
how many times we have heard people 
proclaim with great pride that this is a 
“Christian Nation”.  In one poll it was noted 
that over 80 percent of Americans believe 
in Jesus.  If that is true, why are we not fol-
lowing Christ’s teachings?   

The plight of these poor children is not an immigration problem—
it is a refugee crisis.  Most of these children are from Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador.  Honduras is now the murder capital of 
the world.  In El Salvador, murders of kids under 17 have risen 77 
percent in just the past year.  These children are trying to escape 
being sexually abused, sold as sex slaves, beaten, murdered, or 
forced into drug gangs.  If those aren’t good reasons for asylum, we 
don’t know what is.  And what is this Christian nation’s response to 
these children of God?  Stick them on a plane and send them back 
to where they came from...the sooner the better.  Really, is that the 
best we can do?

Over the past several months many people have proclaimed how 
we as a nation are losing our Christian morality.  They state that 
God is going to turn His back on us unless we take care of pressing 
issues.  The issues usually include things such as: not posting the 
Ten Commandments, not letting a City Council Meeting begin with 
prayer, or forcing a major corporation to pay for a women’s con-
traception.  Now we know these items are very important to those 
involved.  But do we believe that God will turn his back on us if we 
don’t post the commandments, or heaven forbid, start a city meet-
ing without a prayer?  We think not.  But if we turn our backs on 
these poor children we believe that scripture is very specific about 
what God might do to us as a nation.

Let’s take a look at Matthew 25:41-46 (NRSV): “Then he (Jesus) will say 
to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they 
also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 
Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one 
of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Did you happen to catch that line “I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me.”  Now we don’t know how much more unwelcoming 
we can be when all we want to do is get rid of them.   Or, “sick and 
in prison and you did not visit me.”  We think we’ve taken that “not 
visiting” when sick and in prison to a whole new, uncaring level.  Not 
only did we not visit these children in their own country when they 
were sick and in their own type of prison, that’s exactly where we 
want to ship them, so we then don’t have to take care of them or 
visit them.  If these children don’t fit into Jesus’ description of the 
least of them, no one will.  Also Jesus says if we do it to one of these 
children we are doing it to him.  Is that how we want to treat Jesus?

Now here is what Jesus says he will do to those who did not help 
just one of the least of them.  ‘You that are accursed depart from me 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels”, “And these 
will go away into eternal punishment”.  

This is what Jesus says he will do to us if we don’t help just one.  As 
a great Christian Nation, we don’t want to help 57,000 of the least of 
them.  Why as a Christian Nation aren’t we screaming at our govern-
ment to take care of these kids?  Why is it that the only video we see 
of people upset and protesting is when they are blocking a bus of 
140 of these “least of them” from entering their city (Murrieta, Calif.)?  

Just to make sure we weren’t mistaken, we went back and read what 
Jesus said about feeding the hungry, taking care of the sick and 
welcoming the stranger.  We read and reread this passage and he 
never said we only had to do these things for United States citizens.  
We are pretty sure He meant the World.  Maybe we should be more 
worried about America than we were just a few moments ago.

Don’t Just Love Jesus, Love Like Jesus.

NEWS Christian Conversations

What our faith can 
bring to our country’s 
political discourse
BY MIKE MCCURRY

One ritual these days in Washington, D.C., is to 
bemoan the lack of civility in our national dis-
course and the breakdown in regular order when 
doing the nation's business. Ask any elected official 
or congressional staff member why things seem 
so broken, and you'll get some version of the same 
answer: No one trusts each other anymore.

When I worked in the White House in the 
1990s under President Clinton, we certainly had 
sharp disagreements with the Republican leaders 
of Congress. I probably said some things about 
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich that went over 
the top, but when I used vocabulary that was too 
pointed, either Leon Panetta (our chief of staff) or 
the president himself took me aside for a scolding 
and told me to dull the sword. At the end of the 

day, we – Republicans and Democrats and mem-
bers of the administration and Congress – had to 
sit down and come to terms with each other.

I'm not sure there is anyone in official Wash-
ington these days telling their hot-shot press 
secretaries to tone it down. The language gets even 
more bitter and personal, and the atmosphere for 
problem-solving and serious legislation gets more 
poisonous.

I thought of this recently as Democrats re-
sponded to a proposal by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wisc.) 
to fundamentally change our national programs 
that help the poor.  There are ample reasons to 
worry about Ryan's concept. Turning many of the 
federal programs critical for those at the economic 
margin – SNAP (formerly food stamps), housing 
benefits, temporary assistance for the needy – to 
the states in one giant block grant might put at risk 
people who live in states that take a dim view of 
helping those less fortunate. And given enormous 
budget pressures at the federal level, some in Con-
gress might be tempted to gut funding for these 
programs altogether, although Ryan made clear his 
proposals were not being put forward to reduce 
deficits.

Whatever the substantive merits of his ideas, 
Ryan immediately came under criticism about his 

motives, his ambitions, his authenticity as someone 
who "claimed" to care about the poor. The attacks 
were political and personal, not directed at policy.

I kept thinking: Here is a true conservative who 
has spent time learning these programs, who has 
spent hours and hours visiting with those in need 
to hear their stories, and who is the first Republican 
leader in a long time to proclaim that government 
has an important role in dealing with shortcomings 
in our society that markets and individual effort 
cannot solve. Instead of "Hurray, let's talk," it was 
"let's demonize and ignore."

We are making such progress in fighting 
hunger, both here in the United States and around 
the world. We now have strategies for ending 
childhood hunger as states use school-based food 
programs combined with the private efforts of 

the faith community and other 
local organizations to make sure 
kids are surrounded by better 
nutrition and information about 
healthy eating. Groups like Share 
Our Strength (which I serve as a 
board member) are helping enlist 

governors and other state officials in campaigns 
called "No Kid Hungry."

Meanwhile, we are seeing serious progress in 
combating malnutrition and famine globally with 
strong leadership from Bread for the World. We 
won't quite meet the ambitious targets set out in 
the original Millennium Development Goals, but 
as work begins on the next round of targets for 
global development, hunger and malnutrition seem 
to be at the top of the list for world leaders.

Those are things to celebrate. When there are 
moments when the political right and left come 
together on an agenda, the church should be there 
to say, "Amen!"  And people of faith can help build 
trusting relationships that will allow leaders work 
through their differences on the way to real prog-
ress and solutions. That's what public theology can 
bring to a dispirited national government.

(Mike McCurry, former White House press 
secretary to President Bill Clinton, is a distinguished 
professor of public theology at Wesley Theological 
Seminary and a supporter of Bread for the World. 
He was a speaker at the 2011 IGRC All-Conference 
Dinner as a board member of The United Method-
ist’s Church’s Global Health Initiative. An active lay-
man in the Baltimore-Washington, D.C. Conference, 
McCurry is a two-time General Conference delegate. 
Reprinted with permission from the September issue 
of Bread for the World’s online newsletter, www.
bread.org)

When there are moments when the political 
right and left come together on an agenda, 
the church should be there to say, "Amen!"
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Soccer ministry needs 
With more than 375 kids expected to register 
next season, more volunteers are always needed!  
Opportunities for the upcoming soccer season 
include:

•  Coaches (weekly commitment) 

•  Fit children with shoes, shirts, & shin guards    
(first 2-3 weeks of season) 

•  Fans 

For more information or to volunteer, contact Larry 
Whitler at lwhitler@fumcpeoria.org or 309-673-3641.

Morton Square Park Statistics 
1999   2014

75 kids    275+ kids
7-10 year olds  5-12 year olds 
6 teams   18 teams 
1 field   3 fields 
3 games/week  9 games /week
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Lebanon First completes construction
BY SUSAN J. MEISTER

LEBANON – Just 213 days since Lebanon First UMC 
members voted to build (Feb 9), and 153 days after ground was 
broken for construction (April 9), Building Committee Chair 
Mike Bennett sent out a long-awaited email on Sept 8:

“The addition, including the elevator, has passed both state 
and local inspections, and is approved for occupancy and use,” 
Bennett wrote. Notices were posted on the website and Face-
book right away and immediately there were lots of “likes.”

“Completion of any long and difficult project brings a mix 
of feelings,” Bennett said later that week. “For many years, 
Lebanon First UMC has dreamed of making the church fully 
accessible. Now persons can get to all areas without going 
outside. Handicapped restrooms, fully ADA compliant, are 
available.”

In addition to providing multiple level access with the 
elevator and accessible bathrooms, the project upgraded 
the main office area and added a new custodial closet and 
mechanical room. A ramp leads from the alcove to the main 
sanctuary level.

“Because Lebanon First UMC is busy all year round as 
a hosting center for community activities, the upgrades will 
not only help our members navigate the building, it will also 
enhance the building’s usability for other groups in Lebanon,” 
explained Rev. Peter Wehrly, pastor. 

Maggie Bergmark, a member of the church since 1955, is 
excited about the big implications of this project. Like many of 
our members, she has personal experience with the need for 
accessibility. “Several years ago tornado sirens sent everyone 
scurrying to the basement” Maggie remembered. “I had to 
push my father (the late John Godwin) down the ramp and 
around the exterior to reach the security of the basement.”

The first “official” users of the elevator were the members 
of the Young at Heart, a group of seniors and retirees who 
meet once a month to share food and fellowship. “I wish 

everyone could have seen the joy in the eyes of the Young at 
Hearters as they rode the new elevator up to the top floor and 
entered the Sanctuary by way of the new ramp!” exclaimed 
Allyn Wiechert, Administrative Secretary. “The church was 
buzzing with excitement! Knowing how long some have 
waited, it gave me great pleasure to watch them experience 
that long awaited ride.”

Bennett confirmed additional benefits for users of all 
ages. “This elevator also means that young families with small 
children and a stroller can access the nursery area via the 
elevator without having to go through the sanctuary or try to 
negotiate a steep staircase,” 
he added. “There are baby 
changing stations in family 
restrooms on both floors 
making it a simple matter 
to slip quietly out of the 
service and take care of a 
baby’s needs.”

Lebanon First UMC 
is planning a celebration 
and Open House in the 
near future to welcome the 
community to experience 
the addition.

Poettker Construction 
of Breese served as general 
contractor for the project. The mortgage will be held by Farm-
ers and Merchant’s Bank in Nashville.

“With the completion of this project, we can focus on the 
business of being the church,” added Rev. Wehrly. “Our mem-
bers are very clear that we are not about ‘bricks and mortar’ 
– our building exists so that we can share the Good News in 
our community. We welcome everyone to participate in our 
family of faith.”

For more information about Lebanon First UMC, go to 
the website, www.lebanonmethodist.org or Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/LFUMC. Contact the church office at 618-
537-6622, office@lebanonmethodist.org.  Office hours are 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday through Friday. Worship services are 
at 8:30 and 11 a.m. on Sunday mornings, 
with spiritual formation classes in the intervening hour.

Photos by Susan J. Meister

(ABOVE) Edwin Scott (left), Conrad 
Steinhoff, and Thornly Morehead use 
the new elevator on Sunday morning, 
September 14, to move from the 
Sanctuary of Lebanon First UMC to the 
Fellowship Hall on the first floor.
(AT LEFT) Rev. Peter Wehrly checks 
prayer request cards in the remodeled 
office of Lebanon First UMC.

Peoria First UMC 
celebrates soccer ministry
“Therefore be imitators of God as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  Ephesians 5:1-2 
BY RACHEL SIEGLE
Peoria First UMC

PEORIA -- Once upon a time, Morton Square Park didn’t 
have the best reputation in the neighborhood. As a small 
park with few amenities and only a couple of goal posts, 
the park was not frequently visited. But on Tuesday nights 
beginning in May, Morton Square Park is transformed into a 
place families in the community can spend their time in fun 
and fellowship. Tuesday night is soccer night. 

Transformed Community 
The Morton Square Park Soccer ministry began, as many 
ministries do, with a restless spirit. Loy and Darlene Sloan 
had come to First Church and were actively participating 
in the Buddy ministry at Irving School. One day, the Sloans 
were considering what they could do to continue the Buddy 
ministry after the school year ended when the bus they 
were escorting children on drove past Morton Square Park.  
“I saw that they have a field and a couple of goals there so I 
thought maybe we could use that,” Loy said. 

Sloan contacted the Peoria Park District, where he began 
working with an intern, Charles Weldy. “Now there’s the 
Lord for you,” Sloan said. “I don’t think the park district has 
had an intern before or since, but Charles was there, he 
wanted to get some experience in Parks and Recreation, 
and he was born and raised in the neighborhood around 
Morton Square.”  Sloan and Weldy went door-to-door and 
recruited 75 children to participate. The second year, 107 
kids participated. The ministry continues to transform the 
park, filling it with over 275 players, 100 volunteers, family 
and friends every Tuesday night during the summer. 

Transformed Lives
The park may be transformed on Tuesday nights, but the 
children & volunteers are transformed forever. 

“It [soccer ministry] changes the way you act and think,” 
volunteer and ministry leader Larry Whitler said. “I know 
people I’d never have known any other way because of 

it. And when we get to know people – we are all cut from 
the same cloth. We can relate, we share a lot in common.”  
Whitler was originally recruited to be a coach for one of the 
teams, and he set out immediately to make a difference in 
the kids’ lives. “Every game, I’d have every one of my players 
look me in the eye and shake my hand. One little girl, it took 
two years, but she finally did it,” he said. 

As the community participation has grown, so have the 
ministry opportunities. The kids participating in soccer work 
every week to try and memorize a Bible verse, which they 
recite after they finish their games. They are actively invited 
to participate in First Church’s Vacation Bible School and a 
Bible study group was formed for the coaches. “Around one 
quarter of all the coaches are engaged in our study group 
through the season,” Whitler said.  

Transformed Faith 
Most importantly, Morton Square Soccer night is a place 
where people can feel Jesus’s love. “Over time, you see 
what’s really happening, and that’s trusting in God. When I 
see the volunteers on their hands and knees, putting shoes 
on the kids, I see Jesus washing these children’s feet,” Sloan 
said.  Volunteer coach Zach Van Buren added, “You can 
see the Lord’s hand in the kids happily playing, praying, 
and memorizing their Bible verses. You can see His hand 
in the love and commitment of the volunteers, and in the 
protection of the soccer ministry at the park.”

“It [soccer ministry] gave us an opportunity to serve, and it 
broke down some barriers. We traded the comfort of retired 
life for ministry, and then we found contentment,” Sloan 
said. 

“We aren’t just coming to play a game on Tuesday night, it’s 
an opportunity to share our love and our faith with these 
kids,” Whitler said. “It’s God at work, and God at play.” 

(Reprinted with permission from the May 2014 issue of The 
Herald, the newsletter of Peoria First UMC, www.fumcpeoria.org)
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Oneida UMC building demolished
BY LINDA BELL
Galesburg Register-Mail 

ONEIDA -- Although the Oneida Methodist Church 
has not been in use for several years, the demolition of the 
church represents a loss for its members and the community.

The brick veneer building on the corner of Center and 
Dayton Streets was built in 1909 to replace the first Method-
ist church building which was erected in the city in 1863 
right west of the newer building. Prior to 1863, Methodists 
had met in Freedom Hall, a building located in the area of 
the city’s current maintenance building on the corner of Cen-
ter and Prospect Streets. It was used as a school and by many 
groups in the community besides the church.

The building committee for the 1909 church included 
Isaac Henderson, A.J. Roe, and Samuel V. Hannam. Other 
board members involved included Frank Adams, G.W. Ide, 
Joseph Masters and C.J. Talbot. Contractor for the church 
was A.H. Youngren.

While the church was sometimes referred to as 
“the brick church,” it was actually a wood frame build-
ing with a brick veneer. There was one row of bricks 
on the bottom, while brick veneer, chipped by hand, 
covered the building above the white stone trim.

Total cost of the building, including furnishings, 
was $10,000. The bell from the original building was 
moved into the new church. The beautiful memorial 
stained glass windows, then, and in later years, were 
frequently mentioned as one of the building’s most 
outstanding features.

A dedication ceremony was held on June 26, 
1910, with a sermon given by Dr. Edwin A. Schell, 
President of Iowa Wesleyan University. There was no 
debt on the building at the time of dedication. 
Pastor at the time was the Rev. Charles Van 
Dettum.

The Methodist congregation began sharing 
a pastor with the First Presbyterian Church of 
Oneida in 1970. Sunday services were alternat-
ed between the two churches beginning in 1975 
and the two churches formally organized as one 
church, The United Church of Oneida in 2003. 
Today, the congregation shares a pastor with the 
United Church of Altona, Pastor David Pyell.

The Methodist Church was remodeled and 
updated many times, but when mold was dis-
covered, it was deemed too costly to remove in 
order to save the building and the decision was 
made to demolish it. The church was decom-
missioned in 2009 and has not been used since 
that time.

The pews were made available to church 
members and interior doors were removed 
and stored. The stained glass windows were professionally 
removed. Church members had hoped another church could 
use the windows, or perhaps, to display them in a memorial. 
The Hammond organ and the one in the Presbyterian build-
ing were very similar, so parts of the Methodist organ were 
saved and exchanged with the Presbyterian one, making one 
organ out of two. The rest went to an organ repair company.

Bill Rogers, Oneida, is one church member who was 
involved in much of the early work to remove parts of the 

building. He also took a class on stained glass in order to 
learn how to work with the glass and has since created an 
angel design.

“I’ve been making angels out of the glass of the big west 
window and am asking for a donation from church members 
who want an angel,” Rogers said.

Funds raised from the angel donations will be used to 
make a memorial near the United Church of Oneida at 107 
S.  Joy St.

Brown Excavating and Demolition, Alpha, was hired to 
demolish the church and aided with the removal of the bell 
from the steeple.

“As far as I know, it’s the bell from the original church,” 
Larry Lawson, another church member involved in the de-
construction of the church, said.

The planned memorial will hopefully incorporate the 
bell also, Lawson said.

Rogers asked that no one 
trespass on the property during the 
demolition process. He said some 
bricks would be saved for the me-
morial but others would be made 
available later for those who might 

want a piece of the church as a memento.
A parsonage was built north of the church in 1918 

and used by pastors and their families for many years. The 
parsonage still stands today and will likely be sold, with the 
former church lot included in the sale, after the church is 
completely demolished.

(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 12 issue of the 
Galesburg Register-Mail, www.galesburg.com)

Photos by Steve Davis, 
Galesburg Register-Mail

(ABOVE) A worker prepares for removal of the 
bell from the Oneida United Methodist Church 
on Tuesday. The church is being demolished and 
the bell is being salvaged. 

(AT LEFT) The bell tower is all that remains 
standing as the Oneida United Methodist Church 
undergoes demolition. 

Taylorville First UMC 
wins Church Feud
BY REBECCA LEMBKE

Taylorville First UMC

“We are falling behind on our budget.”  

Those words uttered at the Taylorville Ministerial 
Association meeting two years ago called for a 
decision.  The ministers realized they either needed 
to cut back on providing funds for transportation, 
housing, and living expenses to serve the needs of 
the poor or come up with a way to generate funds.  
A creative solution was found in the hosting the 
“Church Feud” event.  

The “Church Feud” is based on the popular show 
“Family Feud” as churches competed against each 
other to guess the top 100 survey answers.  The 
churches filled out the survey prior to the event, and 
their answers were used in the competition.  During 
the commercial breaks, donated “theme baskets” and 
pies were auctioned off.  This event raised over $4200 
in two years to serve the needs of those struggling 
financially in the community.  

Rev. Ted Marrinan developed the technology for 
the event and is willing to share that with other 
congregations who want to develop a similar event.  
Pastor Tim Lembke organized survey results.  Judge 
Spears served as the MC for the event and Bill Beck 
was the auctioneer.  

The “Church Feud” is a family friendly event filled with 
good natured competition for a good cause.

This year’s “Church Feud“ was held at the Taylorville 
Memorial Hospital Auditorium.  Churches who 
participated were Taylorville Christian Church (the 
defending Champs from last year), Bethel Baptist, 
Old Stonington Baptist, First Baptist, Davis Memorial 
Christian Church, & First United Methodist Church.  
First Methodist (pictured below) won the Feud!   

Photo courtesy of Lynette Barnett

Members of the Zeigler UMC dedicated a new bulletin board on Aug. 31. The bulletin 
board encases the church bell.

The occasion was used to honor four members of the congregation who have died recently – 
Viola Swalls, Frankie Cox, Bob Proctor and Betty Westermeier. Family members were present 
to represent the four. The four names were engraved on marble stone that was donated by R. 

J. Reynolds. Memory bricks were also sold leading up to the structure.

Shawn McPhail created and built the bulletin board. McPhail’s brother and sister-in-law are 
members of the congregation.

Pictured are those that were in attendance for the dedication.
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Marion Aldersgate celebrates     
150years of ministry

LIST OF PASTORS
Dr. Jacob Ditzler, 1864-65 (1)
Ditzler and J. B. Saunders, 1865-66 (2)
William Finley, 1866-69 (3)
Thomas L. Foster, 1869-70
William Finley and W. P. Nance, 1870-71
W. P. Nance, 1871-72
William H. White, 1872-73
John Stephenson, 1873-74
T. M. Ragsdale, 1874-75
William Evans, 1875-76
W. Full, 1876-77
J.W. Toothaker, 1877-80
E. F. Senter, 1880-81
T. E. Hall, 1881-82
C. A. Henson, 1882-83
M. M. Durard, 1883-84
W. H. Nelson, 1884-86
J.K. P. Harmon, 1886-87
W. L. Corbin, 1887-88
G. T. Clouson, 1888-90
C. C. Cash, 1890-91
R. P. Howell, 1891-95
R. M. Hardway, 1895-97
W. H. Nelson, 1897-99
R. C. Douglas, 1899-1900
W. A. Swift, 1900-01

W. T. Mathis, 1901-05
O. E. Lockhart, 1905-07
L. J. Millikan, 1907-08
Q. O. Whisnant, 1908-09
F. W. Spicer, 1909-13
J. C. Jones, 1913-17
William Graham, 1917-19
Earl C. Phillips, 1919-20
M. A. Cox, 1920-21
A. M. Stickney, 1921-25
W. S. Wright, 1925-26
O. H. Sweitzer, 1926-34
O. A. Sweckard, 1934-41 (4)
Herschel Martin, 1941-43
R. E. Willis, 1943-44
A. B. Clodfelder, 1944-49
W. C. Bruce, 1949-52
Commodore Grove, 1952-53
Ross Smith, 1953-57
Eugene F. Black, 1957-66
Mode Powell, 1966-72
Roy Cole, 1972-78
James Slone, 1978-2002
Donald Burroughs, 2002-04
Roger D. Perry, 2004-07
Timothy D. Ozment, 2007-present

The Methodist Episcopal Church South, which was located at 305 S. Market St., circa 1910

Congregation traces it roots back to the former 
Methodist Episcopal South denomination

Present day church of Marion Aldersgate United Methodist Church

Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church near Champaign is one of nine United 
Methodist churches that have joined together on a Habitat Humanity build in Cham-
paign.

Pictured is the Mt. Vernon work day crew — with Ruth Zahnd, Suz Jones, Keith Oye; sec-
ond row:  Dave Weckhorst, Carolyn O'Brian, Mike Brock, Amy Cameron Oye, Tracy Cam-
eron Bailen, Lynn Weckhorst; back row: John Kraps, Phyllis Harper and Richard Rayburn, 
in Champaign, Illinois. Not pictured: Dave and Phyllis Godwin and Katie and Gingi Stout.

Other IGRC congregations involved in the project include Champaign Faith UMC,    
Champaign First UMC, Urbana Grace UMC, Quest UMC, Rantoul First UMC, Savoy UMC, 
St. Joseph UMC and Tolono UMC.

Photo courtesy of John Kraps

1. Organized as Evangelical Church in Marion. Methodist in doctrine, 
congregational in governance

2. Met in the Old Brick Church in Upper Xenia with The Christian Union 
Church Sept. 21-22, 1865, and united under the name of Christian Union 
Church with organization Methodist, both in doctrine and polity.

3. Met June 17-18, 1867, at Clinton in a called session and adopted a 
resolution prepared by a committee previously appointed, which invited 
the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to extend their 
episcopal jurisdiction over this conference of the Christian Union Church.

4. In 1939, when The Methodist Church was formed by the union of the 
ME North, ME South and ME Protestant churches, there became two 
Methodist churches in Marion. At the suggestion of Mrs. O. A. Sweckard, 
the congregation, being organized later than Marion First, chose the 
name Aldersgate.

Source: A Century of Christian Witness: Marion Aldersgate Centennial History and 
Conference Journals

BY DANIELLE GORDON

The Southern

MARION -- Aldersgate United Methodist Church held 
its Sesquicentennial celebration on Sunday, Sept. 21, com-
memorating the church’s long and faithful history.

Aldersgate has been a part of Marion history since 
1864, when Dr. Joseph Ditzler held services in the old 
courthouse. The church was then known as Evangelical 
Church, later falling under Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, in 1867, according to Marion Illinois History 

Preservation.
The church moved several times in its his-

tory, relocating from the courthouse to the old 
Washington School, from there to the corner of 
Jefferson and Liberty Streets in 1871, and from 
there to 305 South Market Street in 1892. The 
church remained at Market Street, south of the 
town square, until finding a new home in 1969 at 
its current location on the corner of Fair and East 
DeYoung Streets, according to Marion Illinois 
History Preservation.

In 1939, the church adopted its current name 
of Aldersgate United Methodist Church, when 
multiple Methodist churches in the area unified.

The name Aldersgate has particular signifi-
cance to many Methodist churches, as it was the 
name of the street where John Wesley, the found-
er of Methodism, said he knew he was saved by 
the Lord, according to Rev. Tim Ozment, pastor 
of Aldersgate United Methodist Church for the 
past seven years.

“(The) founders were people of strong, faith, 
intellect, and character who loved God with 
their whole hearts and believed in pure gospel,” 
said Thelma J. Malone in an article preserved by 
Marion Illinois History Preservation.

The sesquicentennial service gave occasion 
for the congregation to share how they have 
remained true to the faith and principles of their 
founders.

“It’s an exciting time to see how former generations 
faithfully served God and made a difference in the life of 
the church and community. It’s equally exciting to see how 
this generation is answering the call to faithful disciple-
ship and service,” Ozment said.

Members of the Aldersgate congregation have con-
tributed to the community in many ways over the years. 
Ozment said members have helped with The Lighthouse 
Shelter, Ministry Alliance, Habitat for Humanity, and vari-
ous mission programs, among many other activities.

“When God’s called them, the majority of the people 
have not been afraid to answer that call,” Ozment said of 
the congregation, which has about 450 people.

“The people have never been afraid to take a risk,” Oz-
ment said.

Besides an unwavering faith, Ozment said the church’s 
congregation is founded in prayer.

“They would pray for one another, pray for God’s guid-
ance in the church and the direction they were going. And 
they really felt like God was a part of everything they did,” 
Ozment said of the church’s past members, citing letters 
from former pastors.

Aldersgate has had many pastors since its beginning, 
including Rev. Jim Slone who was pastor for 25 years. Rev. 
Slone preached during part of the sesquicentennial ser-
vice. Other former pastors, associates and ministers were 
invited to attend the celebration.

The celebration included a special combined service 
at 10:30 a.m., followed by a fellowship meal at 12:15 p.m. 
The church’s adult and children’s choir along with the con-
temporary praise band participated in leading worship.

“I’ve just been impressed with this church’s willing-
ness to move forward, and to build on what others have 
already done, but not let it hinder what they now need to 
do,” Ozment said, reflecting on the Aldersgate congrega-
tion. “So many churches are closing today in part because 
they can’t move forward ... Aldersgate is just so willing to 
move forward where ever God calls them to go.”

(Adapted from a story in the Sept. 13 issue of The South-
ern Illinoisan, www.thesouthern.com)
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Health Care NEWS

Illinois Great Rivers Conference among the first to venture into the 
health insurance exchanges under the Affordable Care Act 

BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) -- Come fall, 
the Rev. John Cross won’t be able to enroll in 
a conference health insurance plan. Instead, 

he must shop for coverage through the Illinois 
insurance marketplace, part of the Affordable Care 

Act.
He may pay more, the United Methodist pastor said, 

but it beats the alternative.
“My opinion was we didn’t have a lot of options,” said 

Cross, pastor of Eldorado (Illinois) First United Method-
ist Church. Costs were rising so much, he said, that many 
congregations — especially smaller churches — no longer 
could afford to contribute the required amount to their 
pastor’s insurance.

This summer, Cross and other members of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Annual (regional) Conference approved a 
plan to end the conference insurance program on Dec. 31. 
The decision means about 415 clergy and their dependents 
must turn elsewhere for coverage. Among those possibili-
ties is Get Covered Illinois, the state marketplace that’s 
part of the law commonly called Obamacare.  

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is not alone in 

looking to the new marketplaces to relieve mounting 
health care costs. At least three other conferences are 
sending some workers to the marketplaces or considering 
doing so by 2016.

The problem many conferences face, say benefits of-
ficers, is providing health care to an aging and often ailing 
risk pool.

As of this year, the median age of elders is 56, that of 
deacons is 55 and that of local pastors is 57, reports the 
United Methodist-related Lewis Center for Church Lead-
ership. Surveys also repeatedly have found United Meth-
odist pastors in the United States have a higher incidence 
of health problems than their peers, mostly due to stress.

Some conferences include lay local church employees 
in their group health plan; some do not. In any case, clergy 
comprise the bulk of conference insurance participants.

The Affordable Care Act is “a game-changer” for clergy 
and cash-strapped conferences, said the Rev. Richard A. 
Van Giesen, Illinois Great Rivers Conference treasurer and 
benefits officer.

“Clergy now have a viable alternative,” he said. “They 
cannot be denied access to a qualified health plan because 
of a pre-existing medical condition. Because so many of 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference among the first to venture into the 
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Health insurance questions and answers for 2015
For Pastors and Local Church Treasurers 
What is going to happen with Conference Health Insur-
ance in 2015?
The Conference will terminate its health insurance plan on 
January 1, 2015. Pastors will no longer receive their health 
insurance from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

Where will pastors get their health insurance after 2014?
Pastors will have a range of options depending on their 
individual circumstances. Some may be able to join their 
spouse’s employer plan. Others may wish to go through an 
insurance agent or broker. Some will want to purchase insur-
ance on the Affordable Care Act Exchanges at www.health-
care.gov. Pastors who have low to moderate income and 
dependents will probably want to shop on the Exchanges 
because they may be eligible for subsidies which will lower 
the cost of their health insurance.

How will pastors pay for their health insurance in 2015?
Each local church or charge that has a full-time pastor and is 
currently paying the IGRC for the pastor’s health insurance 
will instead pay that pastor a “Health Insurance Allowance” 
of $12,000 per year. The church will no longer be billed by 
the IGRC for health insurance. The pastor will utilize this 
$12,000 to purchase a health insurance plan.

How will the church or charge pay this to the pastor?
The $12,000 will simply be added to the usual paycheck that 
the pastor receives. It makes sense to us that the $12,000 will 
simply be divided by the number of pay periods per year. 
Therefore, if the pastor gets paid once a month, add $1000 
to each check. If the pastor gets paid twice a month, add 
$500 to each check. If the pastor gets paid each week, add 
$270.77 to each check – and so on. 

What happens when the pastor moves away?
It is for this very reason that we recommend that the church/
charge pay the pastor periodically with each paycheck, 
rather than a lump-sum payment. When the pastor begins 
his/her new appointment, the new treasurer will resume 
paying health insurance allowance payments to the pastor.

Can the church pay the pastor less than $12,000 if the 
pastor’s actual health insurance cost is less than that?
No. The policy approved by the 2014 Annual Conference 
mandates that each full-time pastor will receive the same 
health insurance allowance. Even if the pastor’s premiums 
may be less than $1000 per month, there are still deduct-
ibles and copays to pay. Further, the $12,000 will most 
likely increase the pastor’s tax obligation. If the pastor does 
experience excess funding, he/she should save it for future 
expenses, because they are likely to go up.

Can the church pay the pastor more than the $12,000 
allowance?
No. But the church can always give the pastor a salary 
increase.

Is the church responsible for seeing that the pastor buys 
insurance?
No. This is a matter of personal responsibility between the 
pastor, his/her family and the IRS. The church’s obligation 
ends with the $12,000 payment. The pastor should be aware 
that there is an IRS penalty if he/she does not purchase 
insurance and the penalty becomes more costly each year.

Is the $12,000 paid to the pastor considered as taxable 
income?
Yes, in nearly all cases. A few pastors may be able to shield 
some of the $12,000 in a Health Savings Account (HSA), but 
these plans are complicated and the pastor will need to find 
a third-party administrator to operate it. Churches are not 
qualified to administer HSA plans, so don’t try. Therefore, in 
nearly all instances, the treasurer will include the $12,000 
as income in Box 1 of the pastor’s 2015 W-2 (filed in January 
2016).

Can the church operate its own medical flexible spend-
ing plan (Section 125 plan) for pastors to help mitigate 
the additional tax load?
No. As of January 1, 2014, the Affordable Care Act has made 
it illegal for churches to operate flexible spending plans if it 
does not also offer a qualified health plan.

Will the additional $12,000 paid to the pastor increase 
the local church’s apportionments?
No. Remember that the church is currently reporting 
$17,520 in health insurance expense on line 47 of the year-
end reports. This will no longer be the case. Instead, the 
church will report $12,000 in additional salary on line 48. 
Between these two line items, the church will report $5,520 
less expense. However, because all full-time churches will be 
reporting the same thing, the effect on the apportionment 
calculation will cancel itself out.

Will the pension expense for the church increase as a 
result of the $12,000?
Yes. For a full-time pastor who lives in a parsonage, the 
$12,000 will result in an increase of $900 per year. Legisla-
tion is being proposed to the 2016 General Conference 
which will exclude the health insurance allowance from the 
pension calculation, but even if it is approved, it will not go 
into effect until 2017. The good news is that these additional 
dollars will increase the pastor’s pension.

How does this plan benefit the church or charge?
The $12,000 paid to the pastor will be in lieu of the $17,520 
that the church/charge currently pays for health insurance. 
Therefore, even with the additional pension expense, the 
church/charge will save $4,620 per year. The net savings for 
all of the churches in the IGRC will be almost 2 million dollars 
in the first year.

How does this plan benefit the pastor?
Some pastors will benefit from the change and others will 
not. Generally, the pastors who benefit will be those who are 
young with low to moderate salaries and several depen-
dents. Higher-paid pastors will undoubtedly experience 
more out-of-pocket expense with the combination of high 
health insurance expenses plus a higher tax load.

Whom can I contact if I have questions?
Rick Van Giesen, Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer, 
217-529-2132, RVanGiesen@igrc.org or Robin Coats Gauss, 
HR and Health Benefits Administrator, 217-529-2308, RCoat-
sGauss@igrc.org
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our clergy have multiple chronic conditions, 
we knew that before the ACA they would not be 
able to obtain insurance anywhere else.”

Large employers and local churches
Last year, a big question for the denomination was: 

Who counts as the employer of United Methodist clergy 
— the ministry where they are appointed or the clergy 
member’s conference?

If the Internal Revenue Service deemed conferences 
to be the employer, then conferences likely would be 
required to continue providing insurance benefits under 
the Affordable Care Act's large-employer rules or pay a 
penalty. 

In February, the IRS released its final rule regarding 
employers’ responsibility. Essentially, that rule instructed 
churches to use a “reasonable, good faith interpretation” 
standard in identifying employers in their organizations, 
explained Andrew Q. Hendren, associate general counsel at 
the United Methodist Board of Pension and Health Benefits. 
He is the church agency's expert on the health care law.

Saying local churches are the employer for purposes of 
the Affordable Care Act is likely a reasonable interpretation, 
Hendren said.

Still, he urges conferences to proceed with caution. 
Participants can see their tax burden and out-of-pocket 
costs go up if they shift to the new marketplaces. Some 
legal uncertainty also exists about whether individuals will 
be able to qualify for federal subsidies in some states. Also, 
without the equalizing effect of the same health plan for all 
local church appointments, new friction may emerge over 
clergy appointments, Hendren said.

Some conferences, though, see a need to act now. Here is 
an overview of how they are using the law.

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
In the largely rural Illinois Great Rivers Conference, the 

current conference insurance plan is self-funded, which 
means the conference assumes the responsibility for paying 
clergy medical claims. The conference’s health care costs last 
year exceeded health care payments from local churches by 
$1.5 million, reported the conference’s Board of Pensions 
and Health Benefits.

Van Giesen said there were two main drivers of the 
deficit. First, local churches were unwilling or unable to ac-
cept a premium increase. Second, the conference was seeing 
increasing claims from a generally unhealthy population.

The conference plan for 2015 calls on each local con-
gregation to increase full-time pastors’ annual salaries by 
$12,000 to help them buy health insurance. Because of the 
salary increase, local churches also will have to pay a corre-
sponding higher pension payment. Local congregations are 
now on the hook for $17,520 annually to cover the employ-
ers’ share of insurance.

For pastors, the concern is that their new “health care al-
lowance” will be taxable, unlike current health benefits. But 
Van Giesen noted it’s not all bad news for pastors. Depend-
ing on their income, some may qualify for subsidies — that 
is, tax credits — on their monthly premiums.

The big beneficiaries are local churches. Some, he wrote, 
will be able “to retain a full-time pastor because of the sav-
ings they will experience — and because of a big premium 
increase they will not experience” in the conference’s group 
health plan.

The vote to end the conference’s current plan was 735 to 
106.

Northern Illinois Conference
The neighboring Northern Illinois Conference is taking 

a slower approach. Starting this year, the conference has 
a one-year pilot project that will send some clergy to Get 
Covered Illinois.

The project is only open to appointments where clergy 
can get similar health coverage through the marketplace at 
a lower cost. Participation requires approval of the clergy’s 
family, the church’s staff-parish relations committee, the dis-

trict superintendent and the Conference Board of Pensions.
Lonnie Chafin, the conference’s treasurer, said the 

impetus for Northern Illinois was that some clergy thought 
they could save their churches money and still get affordable 
coverage. The conference calculated that a clergy family ap-
pointed to a low-salary church might have monthly premi-
ums of $250, while the same family at a high-salary church 
might have expenses of $1,350.

“Our policy, colloquially stated, is ‘Let’s see where it 
works,’” Chafin said.

The conference expects 35 clergy, about 10 percent, will 
participate.

Arkansas Conference
The Arkansas Conference is in the early stages of seeing 

whether it should also end its current self-funded group 
health plan and send employees to its state marketplace, 
Arkansas Health Connector. Such a move would happen in 
2016, at the earliest.

Like Illinois Great Rivers, the conference sees its current 
plan, which covers both clergy and full-time lay employees, 
as unsustainable. At present, the conference is spending 
close to $7 million a year on health care, said Mona Wil-
liams, conference benefits officer.

“With the increasing cost of medical care, churches may 
be spending more money to provide health care than they 
are on making disciples,” Williams said.

The Florida Conference
The Florida Conference was a pioneer in using the new 

insurance marketplace.
Since the beginning of this year, the conference has no 

longer provided health insurance for lay employees at its 
local churches and extension ministries, such as campus 
ministries.

The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits 
announced this August that it was also consid-
ering a marketplace-based approach 
to providing health benefits for 
clergy. Changes to the clergy 
plan, however, will not take 
place at least until 2016. The 
conference added that local 
churches always will be re-
quired to help clergy pay 
for health insurance.

Wendy McCoy, 
the conference’s director of human 
resources and benefits, said some lay 
employees have found better coverage in the 
insurance marketplace, while others found it 
more expensive.

“So it’s not any different from the envi-
ronment we had before,” she said. “We had 
people who could not participate (in the 
group plan) because their church didn’t meet 
the enrollment requirements. … Just like before, 
there are those who were satisfied with the status quo 
and those who were not — its’ just different folks who 

are pleased with the change and others who are not.”
Robert Jackson, choir director at First United Method-

ist Church in Gainesville, was among those who ended up 
paying more.

He already made too much to qualify for subsidies. His 
church also formerly paid his monthly premiums of $661 
on the conference plan. To help defray the costs of the new 
insurance plan, First United Methodist gave its lay employ-
ees a salary increase.

But that increase is taxable and doesn’t cover the full 
amount of the new premiums. Jackson said he is paying 
about $280 more out-of-pocket for insurance. The pay 
increase also puts him in a higher tax bracket.

“I have insurance, and I think it’s a fairly decent plan. 
But it’s not what I’ve been used to for 20 years with The 
United Methodist Church,” he said. “I hear positive stories 
from people who never had insurance before and are able to 
get it, and so that’s where the plan works really well.”

Cross, the pastor in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
said he too expects to pay more for his insurance in 2015.

“It’s possible that a lot of our pastors will come out and 
qualify for the government subsidy,” he said. “They fall into 
a place where it will be very reasonable for them. But the 
thing is others will not. …  But again, the reality was we had 
to do something. Not many of the pastors I know said, ‘Hey, 
this is a great thing we’re doing.’ But they all said we have to 
do it.”

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Method-
ist News Service, newsdesk@umcom.org.)

“Clergy now have a viable alternative. They cannot be denied 
access to a qualified health plan because of a pre-existing 
medical condition. Because so many of our clergy have 
multiple chronic conditions, we knew that before the ACA 
they would not be able to obtain insurance anywhere else.”

OCTOBER 2014

9 

 2014OCTOBER 2014 2014

9



How expensive 
are the plans?
The Health Research Institute at PricewaterhouseCooper 
has compiled data from 33 states and the District of 
Columbia. The institute found average rate increase 
for premiums of 7 percent, while the average monthly 
premium (without subsidies) is around $379.

To qualify for subsidies, people generally must have a 
household income between 100 percent and 400 percent 
of the federal poverty level and not have access to another 
source of affordable health insurance coverage. In 2014, 
that translates to annual income between $11,670 and 
$46,680 for an individual or between $23,850 and $95,400 
for a family of four. 

Under Affordable Care Act rules, the Internal Revenue 
Service looks at the cost of coverage only for an individual 
employee, not for a family. That means if a person can get 
insurance through an employer that costs less than 9.5 
percent of his or her income, then federal subsidies would 
not be available.

Earlier this summer, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. 
Circuit ruled that the Affordable Care Act does not authorize 
subsidies for those who purchase insurance on federally 
established marketplaces. On the same day, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit held the opposite.

On Sept. 4, the circuit court announced it had granted 
the Obama Administration’s request for an en banc 
rehearing, meaning a review by all the judges on the 
court. Democratic nominees now hold a 7-4 majority. Oral 
argument is scheduled for Dec. 17. By granting further 
review, the court wipes out the three-judge panel’s previous 
ruling on the matter.

Challengers to the Fourth Circuit ruling have appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court to take the case.

It is unclear what impact the D.C. Circuit Court’s decision to 
rehear the case will have on the Supreme Court, writes Lyle 
Denniston of Scotusblog. If there is no conflict between 
appeals courts, the high court is unlikely to step in. If 
conflict remains, the U.S. Supreme Court ultimately may 
have to settle the issue. For now, subsidies continue.

The proposed open enrollment period for 2015 starts Nov. 
15 and will end Feb. 15 next year.

Health Care NEWS

Affordable 
Care Act’s 
impact on 
the uninsured

BY HEATHER HAHN
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) -- The Rev. Gregory Gross 

estimates he has helped hundreds of uninsured people obtain 
health coverage over the past year. In that time, he has seen a 
man cry with relief and another eager to visit a doctor for the 
first time since childhood.

Gross, an ordained United Methodist deacon, serves the 
AIDS Legal Council of Chicago as an in-person counselor and 
outreach specialist. That means he helps people navigate the 
new system under the Affordable Care Act. He also works with 
many United Methodist congregations across Chicago to help 
people sign up for insurance and make the best use of it. 

Gross can attest how the health care law, also known as 
Obamacare, helps people — and how it falls short.

“Millions of people have obtained health care for the first 
time or for the first time in a great while," said Gross, who also 
is the family ministries coordinator at Berry United Methodist 
Church in Chicago.

"Health care is a right for all and not a privilege for those 
with financial means. Now those who have never had health 
care are able to finally see a doctor or therapist."

More insurance enrollment
Despite a rough start with the federal healthcare.gov web-

site and some individual plans canceling coverage, the law does 
appear to be achieving its goal of increasing access to health 
insurance.

The percentage of uninsured U.S. adults has dropped from 
18 percent in 2013 to 13.4 percent, as of midway 2014, accord-
ing to a survey by the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index. 
That’s the lowest quarterly rate in more than six years of track-
ing the uninsured.

The steepest drops were in states that embraced the Af-
fordable Care Act — choosing to expand Medicaid and set up 
insurance marketplaces either on their own or in partnership 
with the federal government.

For example, the uninsured rate fell from 15.5 percent 
in 2013 to 12.3 percent this year in Illinois, which chose to 
expand Medicaid and partner with the federal government in 
its state marketplace. Arkansas saw the biggest decline in its 
uninsured population, going from 22.5 percent to 12.4 percent.

One of the formerly uninsured is Randall Wensil, a hair-
stylist. He had been without health insurance for a year when 
Gross encouraged him to sign up for coverage through the 
state marketplace, Get Covered Illinois.

Wensil said Gross answered his questions during enroll-
ment, and the hairstylist learned he qualified for federal subsi-
dies that reduce the cost of his monthly premiums.

“There were more choices than I thought there would be,” 
Wensil said. “I wanted better coverage than I was able to afford. 
But I feel that some coverage is better than none.”

Specifically, he said, the limited nature of his plan means 
he had to change primary care doctors and he can only use 
certain hospitals in the Chicago area. Still, he said, the coverage 
is “a lot better” than what he had when he worked for the Hair 
Cuttery salon chain from 2006 to 2012.

Needed improvements
Gross has worked with HIV/AIDS patients for six years 

and decided to become an insurance navigator in part to help 
people living with the virus. He said that when he gave people 
their diagnosis, too often their first concern was health insur-
ance.

“Many people were afraid to get tested for HIV for fear that 

they’d have a ‘pre-existing condition’ since they were between 
jobs, or (they were) afraid their employer would find out 
through their employer-sponsored coverage,” Gross said.

Now, the law bans insurance companies from discriminat-
ing against people based on their health status or capping their 
coverage when they get sick. Still, Gross said, companies have 
found ways of making certain medicines and services cost-
prohibitive. For example, he said, all the insurance companies 
in Illinois have put HIV drugs and cancer treatments in their 
top-tier of medications. Under some plans, individuals have to 
pay 25 percent or even 50 percent of a top-tier drug’s cost.

“When an HIV medication can cost $2,500 a month, hav-
ing to pay 50 percent for the medication is outrageous,” he said. 
“In essence, companies have found a way to tell people: ‘We 
don’t want your business.’”

He sees other ways the law needs improvement.
“Working within the market-based system we have, I’d like 

to see even more competition in the exchanges so that costs go 
down and health care becomes even more affordable,” he said. 
“Even within areas of the same state, prices vary greatly.”

In Chicago, an individual may have 65 plans to choose 
from while someone living in the more rural area around Ro-
chelle, Ill., may have only 32 options. “This means that person’s 
coverage is more expensive,” Gross said.

He also noted that the insurance system remains overly 
complicated for most people to navigate on their own. “I’ve 
spent two hours and spoken with 10 different people at one 
insurance company to sort out an issue with a client,” he said. 
“And even then it was only because I knew what to ask for that 
we were able to resolve the issue.”

Ultimately, he said, he would like the United States to move 
toward a system that provides universal coverage such as found 
in Canada, Japan, parts of Latin America and much of Europe.

Difference Medicaid expansion makes
Likely the simplest way to improve the Affordable Care Act 

in the near future is for more states to expand Medicaid cover-
age, Gross said. So far, 27 states and the District of Columbia 
have opted for the Medicaid expansion.

The expansion, largely supported through federal funds, 
provides coverage for low-income adults making up to 138 
percent of the federal poverty level. As it stands, some Ameri-
cans make too little money to qualify for federal subsidies 
and too much to qualify for Medicaid in states without the 
expansion. For these Americans, health insurance remains 
financially out of reach.

Each week, Gross visits state psychiatric hospitals to assist 
patients in applying for Illinois’ Medicaid expansion.

Gross recalled helping one middle-aged man who had 
major surgery a decade ago. The procedure saved his life, but 
because the man did not have insurance, he went bankrupt 
and lost everything. He subsequently had a breakdown and 
was being treated at the state hospital for major depression and 
suicidal tendencies.

“Once we were done with the application, he just sat there 
sobbing, saying, ‘I have insurance? I really have insurance,’” 
Gross said. “Tears of relief just flowing.”

As a United Methodist deacon, Gross said he is called to 
serve people at the margins of society. Helping people make 
use of the new health care law, he said, “has been an incredible 
way to do just this.”

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Method-
ist News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@
umcom.org.

UMNS Photo by Paul Jeffrey
The Rev. Gregory Gross, a deacon in the Northern Illinois Conference, is pictured here during the opening worship of the 2012 General Conference. 

What does 
church law say?
In The United Methodist Church, conferences historically 
have had the primary responsibility for sponsoring or 
participating in a group health plan that covers full-time 
clergy in the United States.

In 2012, General Conference amended the Book of 
Discipline to take the Affordable Care Act into account. 
Church law now allows conferences to end their group 
health plans if, regardless of their health status, employees 
can find affordable coverage through health insurance 
exchanges or another mechanism.

The Book of Discipline, the denomination’s law book, does 
not require conferences to cover lay employees at local 
churches and other extension ministries.
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What we have learned since Annual Conference
Reflections since the IGRC vote to terminate the group health insurance plan
BY RICK VANGIESEN

Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer

The Vote – I was as surprised as anyone 
that the vote was approved by an 85% 
margin. I expected it to pass, but not by 
that much. The vote meant that many 
clergy voted in the affirmative. What this said to me 
was that the clergy were willing to make personal 
sacrifices in order to provide for the health of the 
church. The combined savings to local churches in 
the first year will approach 2 million dollars. This is 
money that can be redirected to outreach, ministry and 
mission. Some churches that were looking at closing 
may get a second chance.

Learning – We admitted at annual conference that we 
had a lot to learn about the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
Perhaps it is not too surprising that we are hearing the 
same thing from Navigators (persons trained to help 
people enroll in ACA health insurance plans), as well as 
Certified Application Counselors, In-Person Assisters, 
health insurance professionals and legislators. Most of 
these folks have been working with the ACA for over 
a year. One Navigator told me that she enrolled 750 
persons last year, and still has a lot to learn.

Utilizing Professional Help – The deeper we got into 
the inner-workings of the ACA, the more we realized 
that our clergy will be better served by meeting one-
on-one with ACA Navigators and Counselors. These 
persons are available in nearly every county and can 
be located by going to https://localhelp.healthcare.
gov/  The Navigators told us that they might only 
need to meet with a client for an hour or two at a 
time, but it can take up to four meetings for a client to 
make up his or her mind about which plan to choose. 
Clearly, conference staffing is insufficient to meet this 
need. Robin Coats-Gauss (Health Insurance and HR 
Assistant) and I will meet with any clergypersons who 
want to meet with us, but everyone must be mindful 
that we have not received the training that the ACA 
professionals have received, nor is it available to us.

Taxes – Additional tax load on the clergy remains the 
biggest sticking point and irritant for clergy in the 
change. Clergy are losing some cherished tax breaks 
and taking on additional tax for the $12,000 health 

insurance allowance. Some are looking at a Health 
Savings Account (HSA) for possible relief. With a HSA, 
a family can exclude a little over half of the $12,000 in 
a savings account which can only be used for qualified 
health expenses. The family must choose a 
high-deductible health plan to qualify for a HSA. 
However, many of the plans found on the 
ACA Marketplace already have high-
deductibles. Some banks, insurance 
companies and brokers administer HSA 
plans. Local churches are not qualified 
to self-administer these plans, so 
they should not try. The decision 
whether or not to utilize a HSA in 
your personal financial planning 
is difficult and complicated. 
Fortunately, Ernst and Young 
Financial Planners are prepared to 
help clergy with this decision. This 
valuable financial planning resource 
is already available to clergy free 
of charge by calling 1-800-360-
2539 or by going to http://gbophb.
eyfpc.com (company code: gbophb; 
company program: gbophb).

Interaction with Medicaid – Even though our pre-
conference data suggested that about 2% of our clergy 
would be eligible for Medicaid, it’s still a little surprising 
when we encounter one who is. Many of us need to 
change our attitudes because: “The New Medicaid is 
not the Old Medicaid.” Illinois was one of the states that 
vastly expanded Medicaid enrollment. Medicaid is no 
longer a welfare plan. It’s part of making healthcare 
affordable. An early complaint among clergy 
experimenting with the Marketplace was that www.
healthcare.gov was moving their children over to the 
“All Kids” program automatically. Again, this is a result 
of Medicaid expansion. Where children are concerned, 
the income limits for All Kids eligibility are surprisingly 
generous. We want to urge clergy who discover this 
to meet with a Navigator. Medicaid enrollment is a 
separate process and it can be especially challenging, 
especially for clergy due to the housing exclusion.

Bad advice, rumors and fear – I know I’ll be criticized, 
but I don’t know how else to say it. In my meetings 

with pastors, I have heard what some have been told, 
primarily by other pastors, which is inaccurate and it is 
scaring their brothers and sisters. I’m not suggesting 
that anyone is spreading misinformation intentionally. 
The choices are very complex. What is true for one 

might not be true for another. As with 
any change this radical, I suppose it is 

inevitable that highly technical details and 
understandings will be misconstrued. 
This is yet another reason why it is 
so important for clergy to seek help 

from a trained Navigator 
or Counselor. Word of 
mouth is not a good way 
to get directions for this 
journey.

Get busy! Even though the open enrollment period 
for the ACA Marketplaces does not begin until 
November 15, we urge everyone to become familiar 
with the landscape now. This is a great time to meet 
with a Navigator, to establish that relationship early, 
because they are going to become impossibly busy 
after November 15. Remember, the open enrollment 
period is only from Nov. 15 to Dec. 15 in order to 
have insurance on Jan. 1, 2015. Don’t delay, because 
if something bad is going to happen, it will happen 
when you don’t have insurance.

Rick VanGiesen, 217-529-2132, RVanGiesen@igrc.org
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“It is so important for clergy to 
seek help from a trained Navigator 
or Counselor. Word of mouth is not 
a good way to get directions for 
this journey.”

Benefits

Savings

Ignition Conference Oct. 24-25
TROY -- The Ignition Middle School confer-
ence for students sixth through eighth 
grades will be Oct. 24-25 at the Troy UMC.

Ignition is a ministry of Harvest Ministry 
Tream.

Speaker for the event is Mike Womer with 
Tim Price and the Harvest Praise Band pro-
viding worship music.

More information and downloadable forms 
can be found on the Ignition Conference 
website at: www.ignitionconference.org.  

Centering Prayer Workshop                                                       

SPRINGFIELD -- Contemplative Outreach of 
Lincolnland will be sponsoring an Introduc-
tion to Centering Prayer workshop at Chiara 
Center, 4875 LaVerna Rd, Springfield on 
Saturday, Oct. 25. Rev. Gerald King will be 
presenting the workshop. King is a com-
missioned presenter with Contemplative 
Outreach, a retired United Methodist min-
ister, and former Sangamon River District 
superintendent.

Cost of the workshop is $30. Lunch is $12 
or can be brought from home or purchased 
nearby. For a copy of the brochure, contact 
Carole Strick at 217-494-9212 or email coll-

springfield@gmail.com  

Overnight accommodations for Oct. 24 can 
be made by contacting the Chiara Center 
directly at 217-523-0901.

SIU Wesley Foundation celebrates 
60 years of ministry
CARBONDALE -- The Wesley Foundation at 
Southern Illinois University – Carbondale is 
celebrating its 60th year with a dinner on 
Saturday, Oct. 25.

Dinner will be at 6 p.m. at the Wesley Foun-
dation building. For more information or to 
make a reservation, email umwesley@siu.
edu. 

SIU’s Homecoming will be the same day with 
the Homecoming Parade at 10 a.m. and the 
football game to follow at 1 p.m.

Lessie Bates Davis                          
105th anniversary 
luncheon set
EAST ST. LOUIS – Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House has announced that its annual birth-
day celebration will be at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 8, at the Gateway Convention Center in 
Collinsville. Doors will open at 12:30 p.m.

Tickets and additional information area 
available by contacting Lisa Graves at 618-
874-0777 or by emailing lgraves@lessie-
batesdavis.org.

Gary Dollar, recently retired president and 
CEO of the United Way of Greater St. Louis 
will be the guest speaker. Dollar will be 
speaking on volunteerism and attendees 
will have the chance to hear testimonials 
from current and former clients and partici-
pate in the always-popular United Method-
ist Women Basket Silent Auction.

Vera Jones, vice president of marketing 
and development for the agency, has set a 
fundraising goal of $105,000 to accompany 
the 105th birthday theme. Through the 
end of the year, Lessie Bates Davis will be 
promoting the tangible benefits of vary-
ing donations, especially $105, $10.50 and 
$1.05. Children and youth in Lessie Bates’ 
summer programs have been helping with 
the preparations and raising their own $1.05 
contributions.

Spiritual Life Nights series 
planned by Harvest
TROY -- A series of Spiritual Life Nights are 
being planned for three areas around the 
conference. The goal of the Spiritual Life 

Nights is transformation – changing the lives 
of students through the power of Christ.  Tom 
Richter, pastor of Hope Church in Queens, 
N.Y. will be preaching during the services and 
Harvest Worship Band will be leading music.  

The Spiritual Life Nights will be hosted in 
these three locations:  

•  Thursday, November 7 – St. Matthew 
UMC, Belleville

•  Friday, November 8 – The Venue, Olney

•  Saturday, November 9 – First UMC Life 
Center, Herrin

There is no charge for the evening, but we 
are inviting churches to help sponsor this 
event. Sponsoring churches are invited to 
commit to attending (sending students) and 
to invest $40 toward the event.  Sponsoring 
churches will be listed in materials. About 20 
sponsoring churches are needed for each of 
the three sites.  

To get more information about Spiritual Life 
Nights, visit: www.harvestministryteams.
com , email harvest@harvestconferences.
org, or call 618-541-8291.
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National/Global NEWS

Liberia needs faith amid despair of Ebola crisis
BY KATHY L. GILBERT

MONROVIA, Liberia (UMNS) -- “A feeling of 
despair” hangs over Liberians in the wake of the Ebola 
crisis and could keep the country from defeating the 
epidemic, said the Rev. Yatta R. Young, a dean at United 
Methodist University, Monrovia, Liberia.

Many still suffering from Liberia’s 14-year civil war, 
which ended in 2003, are adopting a “defeatist attitude,” 
she told United Methodist News Service.

 “The Ebola epidemic, coming out of the blue at this 
point in our lives is like a monkey wrench being thrown 
into our efforts to rebuild our lives,” she said.

Young was recently part of a group distribut-
ing buckets, chlorine and soap to families in the New 
Georgia Estate Community near Monrovia and pro-
viding food to an orphanage in the same community. 
She is former dean of the Gbarnga School of Theology 
and dean of the proposed graduate studies program at 
United Methodist University.

Young said families who were not able to get the pre-
ventative supplies they needed to keep safe during the 
epidemic moved her to reach out. Prevention must start 
at the family level, she said.

She said children are the most vulnerable.
“My heart goes out to these little ones, and I want 

to make sure that they wash their hands always to keep 
safe.”

The World Health Organization reported on Sept. 
10, the death toll jumped by almost 200 in a single day 
to at least 2,296. “We know the numbers are under-es-
timated,” said Sylvie Brand, director of WHO’s depart-
ment of pandemic and epidemic diseases.

Ebola is spreading “like wildfire” in Liberia said an 
official with UNICEF, speaking to the BBC.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, an active 
United Methodist, said she expects the crisis to worsen 
as health care workers struggle with inadequate supplies, 

lack of outside support and a population living in fear.

Old habits hard to break
Young said she is concerned about the cultural 

socio-economic implications of the preventive measures 
issued by the health ministry and the Center for Disease 
Control in an attempt to halt the spread of the disease. 
Similar thoughts have been expressed by other Liberi-
ans. 

Many of the precautions are counter to tradition and 
culture, especially concerning burials, she said.

“The new way has been hard to comply with because 
to honor to the dead is very important. Children are 
duty-bound to give their parents a befitting burial as a 
final sign of respect and a show of gratitude.”

Touching dead bodies is strictly prohibited because 
secretions are extremely contagious. According to a 
report on PBS Frontline, precautions for those who 
have died from Ebola include handling the body in full 
protective equipment, spraying the body, putting it in a 
body bag, spraying the body bag, put it in another body 
bag and then spraying the second bag. All contaminated 
materials — sheets, clothes, mattresses — are burned.

“I can just imagine Mary Magdalene, Mary, the 
mother of Jesus and the other women making the trip to 
tomb on Easter Sunday morning resolutely to give the 
Lord a befitting traditional burial,” Young said.

Costs soaring
Young said transportation costs have quadrupled 

because fewer people are allowed in vehicles. Prices for 
produce and other essentials are soaring because of the 
increased transportation costs.

Schools are closing, people are discouraged from go-
ing to social gatherings and even worship services have 
been affected, Young said.

“Fellowship time is not the same anymore. We no 
longer shake hands, hug or kiss Christian brothers and 
sisters even as we sing ‘Hold somebody; tell them that 

you love them. Raise your hands together and praise the 
Lord.’”

People are finding it hard to adhere to simple but ef-
fective preventative measures.

“We have our part to play alongside God in this fight 
to defeat Ebola. So to throw in the towel now states that 
we feel that our efforts at prevention are useless; and this 
is not the progressive attitude we need to kick Ebola out 
of Liberia,” she said.

Julu Swen, United Methodist communicator in Libe-
ria, contributed to this report.

Gilbert is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org.

Judicial Council plans hearing 
for Schaefer appeal
BY LINDA BLOOM

NEW YORK (UMNS) -- The United Methodist Church’s top court 
will hear an appeal next month of a decision to reinstate a 
pastor who had lost his ministerial credentials after performing 
a same-sex marriage ceremony for his son.

The appeal involving the Rev. Frank Schaefer, which provoked 
national media attention, is one of 21 docket items under con-
sideration when the United Methodist Judicial Council meets 
Oct. 22-25 at the Marriott Courtyard Downtown in Memphis, 
Tenn. 

The entire October 2014 docket may be viewed at: http://
s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/who-we-are/
judicial-council/judicial-council-dockets/docket-oct2014-
with-supporting-docs-rev.pdf 

Bishop McLee dies at age 58
Bishop Martin D. McLee, leader of The United Methodist 
Church’s New York Area, died Sept. 6. He had been on leave of 
absence due to illness since July.

McLee would have been 59 years old Sept. 10. 

He was elected bishop in July 2012. Bishop 
Marcus Matthews, leader of the Baltimore-
Washington Conference and president of the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops, 
laid his hands on McLee during the consecra-
tion service.

Read more by visiting: http://www.umc.org/news-and-
media/bishop-martin-mclee-champion-for-marginalized-
people-dies 

Liberian DS dies of hypertension 
in Ebola treatment center
MONROVIA, Liberia (UMNS) -- A district superintendent in Libe-
ria died of complications due to hypertension, but because he 
died at an Ebola center there is little chance 
his body will be released for burial.

The Rev. Morris Jarkloh, district superinten-
dent of the Sinoe District, United Methodist 
Liberia Annual (regional) Conference, died at 
the MSF/ELWA Hospital in Monrovia Sept. 5. 
The Sinoe District is a partner district of the 
Cache River District where a district delegation visited earlier 
this spring.

The hospital, an Ebola center, was the only facility that could 
admit him, according to his family. Even though Jarkloh did not 
have Ebola, his body was placed among patients who had died 
of Ebola and is believed to be contaminated.

In an effort to keep readers updated on the Ebola crisis, IGRC 
Communications has linked to the West African Writers website 
where Liberian Conference Communicator Julu Swen is blog-
ging with regular updates. Visit: www.igrc.org/ebola for the 
latest from Liberia.

Read more about Rev. Jarkloh’s death at: http://www.umc.
org/news-and-media/liberian-ds-died-of-complications-
due-to-hypertension 

Groups to bishops: you must speak
NASHVILLE (UMNS) -- Two United Methodist groups — com-
ing from different theological perspectives — are urging the 
Council of Bishops to take the lead and speak out on issues 
facing the church and wider world.

Those issues include the police shooting in Ferguson, the root 
causes of immigration, violence in Gaza and church divisions on 
human sexuality.

The Western Methodist Justice Movement and Good News each 
released a statement this week encouraging bishops’ action. 
Both are advocacy groups that are not official United Methodist 
bodies.

What the different statements show, say leaders of both 
groups, is the value United Methodists place in the guidance 
bishops can provide.

Read more by visiting: http://www.umc.org/news-and-
media/groups-to-bishops-you-must-speak

Median age of clergy climbs to 56
DALLAS (UMNS) -- The graying of The United Methodist 
Church’s clergy ranks continues, with the median age of active 
elders reaching an all-time high of 56, the Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership found in its annual study of clergy age 
trends.

The just-released report also shows that active elders between 
ages 55 and 72 constitute a record high 55 percent of  the ac-
tive elders pool, while the share  of active middle-aged elders 
(ages 35 to 54) continues to drop.

The percentage of young clergy is up, albeit modestly. Certain 
conferences and jurisdictions have seen good gains in that area, 
said the Rev. Lovett Weems Jr., Lewis Center director.

The 2014 study confirms that The United Methodist Church is 
increasingly dependent on licensed local pastors.

“It’s a changing landscape,” Weems said.

View the report by visiting: http://www.churchleadership.
com/clergyage/

Get Involved
Read full coverage of church's response to 
the Ebola outbreak and donate online to 
United Communication’s efforts to help the 
denomination distribute information about the 
disease at www.umc.org/ebola.

A link is also available on the IGRC website at: 
www.igrc.org/ebola, which will take you to the 
West African Writers website where near daily 
updates are being posted.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief has 
to date sent $400,000 in grants to Sierra Leone 
and Liberia. 

Donate through UMCOR Advance Special 
Number 982450, Disaster Response, 
International and then designate for Ebola 
crisis and the country for which you wish the 
donation to be directed. 
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Conference NEWS

BY PAUL BLACK

Award-winning author Rachel Held Evans grew up in 
the Bible Belt where scriptural certainty was a virtue.

“I grew up valuing Scripture and the Bible,” Evans 
recalled. “I went through the church’s Awana Club and I 
memorized the verses.”

But Evans’ faith journey led to a deeper conversation, 
prompting the girl with all the answers to start asking 
questions.

Evans will be the featured speaker at Imagine What’s Next 
mini-conference Oct. 25, from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
event, co-sponsored by the Illinois State University Wesley 
Foundation and Illinois Wesleyan University, is funded 
in part by a grant from the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry. Additional information and 
registration is available online at www.isuwesley.org.

Learning to ask questions
Evans said she started asking questions when she saw 
a disconnect between what was said and how it was 
applied.

“None of us apply the Scripture to the letter, even those 
who are Fundamentalist,” she noted. “I started noticing 
that the requirements for head coverings were not 
being followed and that much of the selectivity came 
from personal choices made by the individual who said 
one thing and did another. I love the Sermon on the 
Mount, but I, along with many others, don’t necessarily 
live it.”

In fact, to prove her point, shortly before Easter in 2011, 
Evans camped out in her yard in a purple tent. For nine 
days after her camping out, she abstained from sex and 
even from touching her husband. She stayed home 
from church and toted around a stadium seat cushion 
to avoid sitting directly on chairs outside her home. It 
was all a part of obeying the commandments found in 
Leviticus 15-18.

The camping adventure was part of a year-long project 
which led to the writing of A Year of Biblical Womanhood: 
How a Liberated Woman Found Herself Sitting on Her Roof, 
Covering Her Head and Calling Her Husband ‘Master’.  

While some would dismiss Evans as progressive or 
liberal, she is unashamedly evangelical -- “one who 
believes in the diversity and beauty of the Bible.” and 
her writings have had an effect on shaping a number of 
theological discussions across mainstream Christianity.  
She maintains a blog at www.rachelheldevans.com in 
which she dispenses her observations and discoveries.

“When the term Biblical can mean anything, it means 
nothing,” Evans said. “If Christians can acknowledge this, 
they may treat each other more lovingly and conduct 
themselves with more humility.”

The spirited conversations
The highly-charged debate around human sexuality has 
also been fodder for Evans’ writings.

Throughout the years, Evans has challenged evangelical 
leaders, who have tried to convey an air of coolness 
and sensitivity. In 2011, Evans called Mark Driscoll 
“a homophobic bully” launching a major online 
conversation that pushed some to call her statement 
libelous, but Driscoll retreated, admitting he had been 
flippant.

Earlier this year, in a guest blog for CNN, Evans noted in 
a column entitled, How evangelicals won a war and lost 
a generation, concerning the stir that developed around 
World Vision’s U.S. branch, announcing that it would 
no longer discriminate against employees in same-sex 
marriages. 

Two days later, World Vision reversed its decision after 
evangelicals across the nation, particularly from the 
Southern Baptist and Assemblies of God denominations, 
began pulling financial support which usually takes the 
form of sponsoring a child.

“As a long-time supporter of World Vision, I encouraged 
readers of my blog to pick up some of the dropped 
sponsorships after the initial decision. I then felt 
betrayed when World Vision backtracked, though I 
urged my readers not to play the same game but to 
keep supporting their sponsored children, who are of 
course not at fault in any of this.”

Evans went on to note that the New York Times, reported 
that some people, satisfied with the reversal, called 
World Vision to ask, “Can I have my child back?” 

“It is as if needy children are expendable bargaining 
chips in the culture war against gay and lesbian people,” 
Evans said. “When Christians declare that they would 
rather withhold aid from people who need it than serve 
alongside gays and lesbians helping to provide that aid, 

something is wrong.”

Evans wrote, “furthermore, Scripture itself teaches that 
when we clothe and feed those in need, we clothe and 
feed Christ himself, and when we withhold care from 
those in need, we withhold it from Christ himself. As I 
grieved with my (mostly 20- and 30-something) readers 
over this ugly and embarrassing situation, I heard a 
similar refrain over and over again: ‘I don’t think I’m an 
evangelical anymore. I want to follow Jesus, but I can’t 
be a part of this.”

So Evans posed the question: “Is it worth it?”

•  “Is a ‘victory’ against gay marriage really worth 
leaving thousands of needy children without 
financial support?

•  Is a ‘victory’ against gay marriage worth losing more 
young people to cynicism regarding the church?

•  Is a ‘victory’ against gay marriage worth 
perpetuating the idea that evangelical Christians 
are at war with LGBT people?

•  And is a ‘victory’ against gay marriage worth 
drowning out that quiet but persistent internal 
voice that asks, ‘what if we get this wrong?’

“I’m going AWOL on evangelicalism’s culture wars 
so I can get back to following Jesus among its many 
refugees: LGBT people, women called into ministry, 
artists, science-lovers, misfits, sinners, doubters, thinkers 
and ‘the least of these.’ I’m ready to stop waging war and 
start washing feet,” concluded Evans.

About Rachel Held Evans
Born in Alabama, 33-year-old Rachel Held Evans 
is a 2003 graduate from Bryan College in Dayton, 
Tenn., where she majored in English literature. After 
marrying her college boyfriend, they moved to 
Chattanooga, Tenn. where she worked as an intern for 
the Chattanooga Times Free Press. Following a return to 
Dayton in 2004, Evans began working full-time at the 
Dayton Herald-News for two years before becoming the 
paper’s pro-bono humor columnist in 2006. 

She has been recognized for her writing for publications 
and her blog, appearing on the Today Show and a 
frequent contributor to CNN’s Belief Blog.

She is the author of two books, Evolving in Monkey Town 
(2008, Zondervan Books), which chronicles her journey 
from religious certainty to a faith which accepts doubt 
and questioning. It was re-released under a new title 
this year, Faith Unraveled: How a Girl Who Knew All the 
Answers Learned to Ask Questions. Her second book, A 
Year of Biblical Womanhood, was released in October 
2012, where she tells the story of her year of living a 
literal Biblical lifestyle.

Rachel Held Evans: 
From religious certainty to questions
Nationally-known evangelical blogger to speak at Illinois Wesleyan University Oct. 25
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District Superintendent 
Installation Services

EMBARRAS RIVER

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

KASKASKIA RIVER

To view photos from the 

three installation services 

already held, visit: www.igrc.

org/galleries and then select 

the District from the list. The 

final installation service for 

Iroquois River District Super-

intendent Rose Booker-Jones 

will be Oct. 5 at Champaign 

Faith. Photos will be posted 

following the service.

Photos by Paul Black
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BY SUSAN J. MEISTER

University Archivist Debbie Houk bubbles with excite-
ment about the McKendree Museum, located in Bothwell 
Chapel.

“We are so glad to be open,” Houk exclaimed. “We want 
the people in our community to see the history of McKend-
ree, especially because the university is so intertwined with 
Lebanon.”

Houk and her student worker, Andrew Olden, proudly 
discuss the numerous items in the one-room Museum, 
which represent just part of the University collection of 
memorabilia of the history of the University.

“The contents of McKendree’s Museum tell not only the 
story of the College itself but the founding of Methodism in 
this area and the impact of war and historical events on the 
local community,” commented Rebecca Schreiner, Holman 
Library Director. “Our museum director, Debbie Houk, 
has used her indefatigable energy and passion for history 
to uncover the hidden treasures of this important unique 
resource and for the first time in many years, made them 
available to the university community and beyond.”

Museum treasures
The items in the museum include the famous Circuit Rider Peter Cartwright’s 

hat and saddlebags from the 1830s. Originally from Kentucky, Cartwright became a 
preacher in 1802 and was later ordained by Francis Asbury and William McKendree, the 
man after whom the University is named. Cartwright was a towering figure of frontier 
Methodism and he tirelessly promoted education and helped found McKendree College.

According to the McKendree University history, the school was established in 1828 
and is the oldest college in Illinois. First called “Lebanon Seminary,” the school opened 
in two rented sheds with 72 students. 

Dr. Milburn Akers, McKendree Class of 1925, was president of the Board of Trustees 
in the 1960’s and the great-grandson of McKendree’s second president, Peter Akers. In 
1957, Dr. Akers presented a book signed by Albert Einstein to the Library. The book was 
“rediscovered” in the general collection by a student in 2013, and now resides next to 
the Cartwright hat in the large glass case at the entrance to the Museum. According to 
Houk, the book has been appraised at $3000.

Other items include photos and memorabilia from the 117th Regiment of Illinois 
Volunteers (McKendree Regiment), a variety of items from many classes (including a 
freshman “beanie”), sports memorabilia, numerous old photographs, old account books 
and receipts, and more. Of special interest to the Lebanon community is a silent movie 
of the 1928 Centennial of the College, which shows the Homecoming Parade on West St. 
Louis Street. The parade is complete with a bear mascot named Susie. A costume from a 
later version of Bogey (Bogie) the Bearcat is on display.

Visitors to the Museum can also learn more about the “oldest chapel bell in Ameri-
ca,” which resides in the steeple of Bothwell Chapel. The bell, said to be cast in Spain in 
the eighth century, was discovered in New Mexico and brought to St. Louis. After it was 
recast, the bell was displayed at the Illinois State Fair in Centralia in 1858. McKendree 
College President Nelson E. Cobleigh, purchased the bell for the new chapel. Through 
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a generous bequest of Mrs. Marion Bothwell, the Chapel was restored in the late 1960’s 
and the bell re-hung in the spire. The bell can be heard around Lebanon tolling the hour.

Staff brings history to light
Houk is the Technical Services and Government Documents Librarian and Uni-

versity Archivist. She received her BA in History from McKendree in 1991, her MA in 
Library Science (MLS) from University of Missouri Columbia in 1992, and returned 
to McKendree in 1996. She took responsibility for the archives & special collections in 
2010. Senior History major Katie Herath is Houk’s student intern for Fall 2014, and also 
staffs the Museum.

Student worker Olden is a senior majoring in History & Philosophy from Edwards-
ville. Olden, along with May 2014 graduates Timothy Rose, and Meghan Dohogne, have 
authored a pictorial history, McKendree Recollections, with archived photos. The book is 
being published by Reedy Press, St. Louis, and Olden is hopeful that pre-orders can be 
taken at Homecoming in late October. 

Many historical resources are online – go to www.mckendree.edu and search on Col-
lections & Archives to browse the materials, which include McKendree history books 
and yearbooks. More on the 117th Volunteer Regiment of Illinois can be found by 
searching Civil War History.

The McKendree Museum opened in April 2014 for the first Academic Excellence 
Day. Houk and her staff plan on having the Museum open to the public on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to noon, and for special events. Bothwell Chapel 
is handicapped accessible (on the north entrance), and Visitor Parking is available in the 
lot on Alton Street. Houk can be reached at djhouk@mckendree.edu, 618-537-6951.

(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 17 issue of the Lebanon Advertiser, www.
lebanonadvertiser.com)

McKendree Museum
Bothwell Chapel

Open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 
10 am - noon

McKendree Homecoming 
Saturday, Oct. 25

History Walking Tours 
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. & 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Begins from Campus Quad & Fountain Area 

Don't miss your chance to rediscover McKend-
ree! Take a fun, historical walking tour of cam-
pus led by McKendree faculty and students. 
Learn more about our fascinating past, peo-
ple and campus buildings such as Bothwell 
Chapel, Old Main, Carnegie and more! Tours 
will be approximately one hour in length and 
don't forget comfortable shoes.

Rich Church…Poor Church 
seminar at Springfield First 
UMC
SPRINGFIELD – Rev. J. Clif Christo-
pher, who was the keynote speaker at 
the 2013 Annual Conference, will be 
presenting a financial seminar, Rich Church…Poor Church, 
at Springfield First UMC on Saturday, Nov. 8.

The event is sponsored by the United Methodist Founda-
tion and Springfield First UMC.

Registration is underway at: www.igrc.org/richchurch. 

UM Day at Saluki football
CARBONDALE – Youth groups and persons interested in 
learning more about campus ministry are invited to UM 
Day at Saluki Football by the Wesley Foundation at South-

ern Illinois University-Carbondale on Saturday, Nov. 15.

The day begins with a noon rally at the Wesley Foundation 
followed by SIU’s football game at 2 p.m. Cost is $14 for 
youth and $18 for adult, which covers a t-shirt, lunch and a 
ticket to the game.

Registration deadline is Nov. 6 and for more information or 
to RSVP, contact Sherry Smedshammer at umwesley@siu.
edu or by calling 618-457-8165.

Covenant Keepers 2015...         
Save the Date
O’FALLON -- Covenant Keepers 2015 will be 
Feb. 2-3 at the Regency Conference Center 
in O'Fallon.

Speaker for the 2015 event is Jon Acuff, a 
New York Times best-selling author of four books including 

his most recent, Start: Punch Fear in the Face, Escape Average 
& Do Work that Matters.

For 16 years he's helped some of the biggest brands in the 
world tell their story, including The Home Depot, Bose, 
Staples, and the Dave Ramsey Team. Most recently he's 
spoken to hundreds of thousands of people at conferences, 
colleges, companies and churches. A media feature, Jon 
has been seen on CNN, Fox News, Good Day LA and several 
other key outlets.

In addition, he's become a social media expert with blogs 
that have been read by 4 million people and more than 
215,000 Twitter followers. In 2010 he used his influence 
with his tribe to build two kindergartens in Vietnam. 

Jon lives with his wife Jenny and two daughters in Franklin, 
Tenn.

Registration will be open Nov. 1.
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McKinney honored 
posthumously by consortium

DECATUR – Former IGRC staff member 
Camilla McKinney was honored recently by the 
Human Services Association Consortium for 
her work with social service agencies.

McKinney, who died Dec. 3, was awarded 
posthumously a Lifetime Achievement Award 
for her work as a board member of HSAC, a 
consortium of all the social service entities in 
Decatur and greater Macon County. The award is only the fourth 
conferred by the organization and the first since 2010.

McKinney’s son and daughter were present for the awards 
luncheon Aug. 21 and accepted the award on behalf of the family.

In nominating McKinney for the award, Kathleen Taylor, 
former director of Good Samaritan Inn, told of working closely 
with her. “Since Good Samaritan Inn was open seven days a 
week, all year, an issue for us was when to seriously clean the 
facility,” Taylor wrote. “Cam became a sounding board for me 
because she understood the workings of an industrial kitchen. 
We knew a single day, set aside, was needed for cleaning. And so, 
at an ecumenical gathering held at Decatur Grace UMC in 2005, 
Decatur First UMC agreed to become the responsible facility 
but that it would receive support from other churches. The name 
‘Dinner Downtown’ was Cam’s idea and patrons would be served. 
She was adamant that no cafeteria style meal service was to hap-
pen.”

Taylor said that McKinney’s life was dedicated “to make life 
bearable for the ‘not-so-desirables’ within the community.”

Taylor also noted McKinney’s involvement in creating a fam-
ily shelter for the homeless became reality.

“Cam was instrumental in assisting the ideology that the 
Decatur Family Sanctuary is the residents’ home,” Taylor said. 
“And as such, the families can have the privacy afforded everyone 
and have the flexibility to come-and-go as needed. And Cam was 
adamant that what happens at DFS be a positive movement of the 
family forward to self-sufficiency.”

Course of Study Extension School 
registration for spring classes

SPRINGFIELD – Registration opened Oct. 1 for spring 2015 
semester classes for the Course of Study Extension School.

The first session will be Feb. 6-7 and March 6-7 with the fol-
lowing class offerings:

•  COS 122 Theological Heritage I: Introduction  Dr. Dennis 
Powers

•  COS 223  Worship and Sacraments   Dr. Roger Grimmett

•  COS 524  Theological Reflection and the Practice of   Minis-
try Rev. Tom Goodell

The registration deadline for the February-March session is 
Dec.6. Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/COS_
Feb2015. (There is an underscore between COS and Feb2015)

The second session will be April 10-11 and May 8-9 with the 
following classes:

•  COS 123 Formation and Discipleship Dr. Rose Booker-Jones

•  COS 322 Theological Heritage III: Medieval and Reforma-
tion  Dr. Dennis Powers

The deadline for the April-May session is Feb.10. Register 
online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/COS_April2015. (There is 
an underscore between COS and April2015)

Cartwright Sermon slated for Oct. 12
PLEASANT PLAINS -- The 2014 annual 

Cartwright Sermon will be Sunday, Oct. 12, 
10:30 a.m., at the Peter Cartwright United 
Methodist Church at 205 W. Church Street in 
Pleasant Plains. 

The sermon will be preached this year 
by the Rev. Douglas Rorex, LaMoine River 
District Superintendent of the United Method-
ist Church. The sermon is an annual event in honor of Peter 
Cartwright, the famous 19th century circuit rider and presid-
ing elder for 50 years. 

The sermon is given in the Pleasant Plains location 
because that town and church were the Illinois home of Cart-
wright, under the joint sponsorship of the local church and 
the Commission on Archives and History of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference. The sermon will be a part of the regular 
Sunday morning worship at the church, followed by a luncheon 
furnished by the church. The public is welcome. 

A Tribute to Jane Miller
(Editor’s note: Marjery Jane Miller of Quincy, a member of Quincy Union UMC, died May 18. Miller was a missionary for 40 years in 
Argentina and Chile. The following remarks were made by Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach at her funeral.)

BY BUNNY WOLFE
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

My name is Bunny Wolfe. I am the missions and outreach 
coordinator for the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 

I am here today on behalf of the current and former leader-
ship of this conference to express condolence to Jane’s bio-
logical family; to her church family and to her many friends.  

Jane’s passing from this life into her heavenly home is not 
only a loss to her family, but also a huge loss to her church 
family here at Union United Methodist Church and to her 
many friends both here in Quincy as well as her friends in  
Chile.

I really did not know Jane personally, but as I have come to 
know here these past two weeks as I researched her mission-
ary career and her life of service. I have come to fully appreci-
ate how much she was truly a faithful servant of Jesus Christ. 
I regret the missed opportunity to really know Jane. I would 
love to have the opportunity just to sit and just listen to her 
share about her mission experiences. I am sure she could 
have shared stories of that would have given me: 

•  a glimpse into her pioneer spirit,

•  an understanding of her love for Argentina and 
Chile

•  and an even greater appreciation of her personal 
missionary call and her dedication toward a life of 
service.

I understand from a dear friend of Jane’s in this church, 
that Jane’s mother always wanted to become a missionary. 
Perhaps it was her mother who first planted the seed in her 
heart and gave her the courage to answer the call to become 
a missionary. Jane certainly served during a time when it 
was not easy for a single woman to live and work outside 
of the United States. Jane arrived in Argentina in 1953 and 
then went to Chile in 1958 where she faithfully and lovingly 
served for 40 years.  

Just within the past two weeks I have learned the following 
about Jane’s life.

1. She was affectionately called “MISS JANE” in Chile

2. One person from Chile remarked, “She will never 
die because her seeds and fruit are plentiful.”  
What a beautiful testimony to her work and her rela-
tionship with the people of Chile.  

3. The Honorary Bishop Chile, Pastor Pedro Grandon 
wrote:   

“She was a very important person to me in my time 
in seminary, as a pastor and as a Bishop of the Meth-
odist Church in Chile. I owe much to her and know 
she will be playing HIS piano with many sons and 
daughters of God.”

4. One missionary who served in Chile with Jane 
shared with me in a phone conversation this week 
that although her family worked in southern Chile  
far away from Jane’s assignment, they knew Jane. 
She  readily said; “The name of Jane Miller was 
a HOUSEHOLD NAME throughout  the country. 
Everyone  knew Jane Miller.”

5. Walter Whitehurst, another missionary friend, wrote 
in an e-mail:  

“I had the privilege of working with Jane Miller 
for two years from 1957 – 1959. We were very 
pleased with her excellent work – her dedica-
tion, dependability and creativity. I directed a 
recreational program for poor children in the 
neighborhood and Jane was very.helpful. A part 
of that program included a week at camp for the 
children and when I was not able to go, she took 
on the full responsibility for the camp program 

Later when I served in southern Chile with my 
family, we saw Jane occasionally. We were always 
deeply impressed by her sacrificial spirit and her 
willingness to help people in many situations.  
Jane was deeply loved and respected and appre-
ciated by the people who knew her in Santiago. 
She made a very positive impact in the lives 
of many.”

6. Rev. Russell Smith, former pastor of this church, 
expressed:

“I was very proud to be pastoring her home 
church and enjoyed her participation when she 

was on home on leave. 
Jane was a very, very 
humble servant. Self 
promotion was not in 
her blood. Her presenta-
tions were simply about 
the good work of the 
Chilean Methodist Church, 
the seminary and the 
quiet work she did at the 
seminary’s library. She also 
taught keyboard to pastors 
so they could lead music at 
their rural churches. 

One of the stories I remem-
ber us hearing from her was the scary times dur-
ing the revolution and that her apartment was 
struck by bullets. While it was frightening, she 
was resolute to stay and continue her work.” 

7. Rev. Bob Morwell, the immediate former pastor here 
at Union United Methodist Church shared 

“The mark of a great soul is that they see no need 
to trumpet their greatness. Jane Miller was truly 
a great soul. While some people feel the need to 
pad their resumes and dazzle folks with a list of 
accomplishments, Jane simply focused on being 
of service and said little about herself and asked 
even less. 

She dedicated her life to help educate the poor 
and lift the disadvantaged both overseas and in 
her hometown of Quincy. She served for decades 
as the mission chairperson at Union UMC where 
she was a tireless volunteer. She was a faith-
ful member of the UMW and could always be 
counted on to help. She helped many Spanish 
speaking immigrants learn English. She was a 
faithful volunteer at Good Samaritan Home. Her 
dedication to democracy was lived out in her 
work through the League of Women Voters. As 
late as two years ago you could find her working 
away at a Habitat for Humanity construction site. 

She did all of this with humility and quiet 
selflessness. She was genuinely uncomfortable 
being praised for what she simply saw as being 
a Christian witness. She felt the focus should be 
on the good News of Jesus Christ and not on her. 
Praise belonged to God; she was simply a servant 
of her Lord. But, she was always quick to offer 
praise and encouragement to others. 

She lived modestly, but gave extravagantly.”

Through these statements and other conversations I have 
had about Jane, I have come to understand:

1. Jane’s humble life of service was as rare as a pre-
cious jewel. 

2. She never stopped giving of herself and living as a 
servant to others even through her retirement years. 

3. She was quiet and very unassuming but yet mighty 
in her influence on others.  

4. She lived her Christian commitment daily. 

5. She had a very special, resolute faith that kept 
her true to her missionary call, even through 
days of revolution and political upheaval. 

6. All of us, including myself, could learn so very much 
from her legacy and life of service.

To her brother, Frank, and other family members, “THANK 
YOU FOR SHARING JANE WITH THE WORLD.” I have a 
feeling there would have been NO WAY you could have ever 
stopped her from making the journey to Argentina and then 
to Chile where she faithfully served for 35 years.  It was who 
she was called to be.  She was true to her missionary call and 
no one or nothing could have stopped her from following 
God’s call upon her life.

The late Nelson Mandela is quoted to have said: “ What 
counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is 
the difference we have made to the lives of others that will 
determine the significance of the life we lived.”

I believe, my friends, Jane LIVED! She touched many lives 
throughout her life.

Jane, my dear, if you are looking down upon us today, thank 
you for the faithful and humble example you have set before 
us.  Well done, my sister in Christ!
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