
 Additional Information – FAQ 

 Where can I obtain more details on this event?  Information on the event, theme, schedule, and hotel can be accessed by going to 

www.igrc.org/YOUTH2015. 

 Can I register myself or my group on my own and ride the bus?  No.  If you intend to ride the bus you must register through the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference and plan on doing what the group does. 

 Can people who are not United Methodists go?  Yes! 

 Can I register my youth group now without knowing exactly who is going?  Yes, you can register any number of places you reasonably think you 

can fill.  Whether or not your fees can be transferrable or refundable depends on the date you register.   

 When is the cost of the trip?   The cost of the trip depends on when you register: 

 Early Birds ($750):  a total of $420 per person due by January 23; transferrable to another participant until March 27; non-transferrable and 

nonrefundable after that date; balance of  the total due on May 15 

 Regular Registration ($800):  a total of $450 per person due by March 27; transferrable to another participant until that date; non-

transferrable and nonrefundable after that date; balance of  total due on May 15 

 Late Registration ($825):  a non-transferrable, nonrefundable total of $825 per person due on May 15 

 What if the bus gets full before we register?  If the number of participants exceeds 50, we will contract for an additional bus if we think we can fill 

it.  Amount due will depend on when the registration is completed, but fee must be paid in full by May 15 or within one week of the seat opening 

up after that date. 

 How many adults need to come along?  Safe Sanctuaries requires one adult for every ten youth, but every youth group should have two 

chaperones who are unrelated to each other.   If adults share a room with an unrelated minor, there must be two unrelated adults of the same 

gender. 

 Do youth leaders and other adults get a discount?  No— unless your local church makes that possible. 

 How much additional money should we plan to bring?  Each participant will be responsible for 13 meals (which includes the two trip extension 

days), most of which are breakfasts or lunches.  Food costs will be high, especially for sit-down type meals.  If you don’t eat much for breakfast or 

lunch, you can save money by bringing granola or protein bars, fruit, or anything that doesn’t require refrigeration or heating.  Feel free to bring 

your own snacks, too.  If you are going to buy all of your meals in a restaurant, you probably want to bring an additional $200, but you should be 

able to get by with less if you plan well.  If you want to know more about hotel restaurants and amenities, there is a helpful document on the 

Marriott World Center that you can download from the www.igrc.org/YOUTH2015 web page.   

 What do people with allergies do?  We will make every possible effort to accommodate persons in need of special diets, but we strongly advise that 

these persons bring alternative snack foods that can tide them over in the event the foods they need are not immediately available.   

 What should I bring for the bus ride? We will be traveling all night, so definitely bring something to rest your head on.  It’s also good to bring things 

you can layer (e.g., travel blanket) because buses can be unevenly warm and cool.  If the bus isn’t totally packed, you might want to bring a 

sleeping bag for extra cushioning.  Hopefully we will have time Wednesday afternoon to snatch a nap after arriving. 

 How many sleep in the same room?  Quad occupancy will be the norm.  The hotel does not permit more than that to sleep in a room together.  The 

hotel assigns the rooms, but will (as much as possible) keep the group together and in rooms close to one another.  If you want a single, double, 

or triple, you will pay more.  We will work with you and adjust your registration fee accordingly. 

 What can I expect after the initial registration?  Shortly after your registration is received, you will receive confirmation that we have it.  At the 

beginning of February 2015 those who have registered will begin receiving whatever information is available at that time.   If in the meantime 

you have questions, please call!!  

 Is financial aid available?  This event is already greatly supported by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and grants.  It is expected that youth and 

youth groups will do fund-raising or secure scholarships from their local churches before requesting a conference scholarship.  Conference 

scholarships may be awarded based on need. 

NOTE:  Please be aware that requirements, dates, and processes for persons registering for YOUTH 2015 through the IGRC may be different than for 

those who register directly with YOUTH 2015.  If in doubt about arrangements and costs please contact the camping office at 217-529-3007. 

http://www.igrc.org/YOUTH2015

