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GATHERING 
          
PRELUDE                                                                 Dr. See Tsai Chan, Organist  
 
WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP      Rev. Nicole Cox and Rev. Mike Whitaker, Host Pastors 

Leader:  From the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi, 
And over the hills of the Shawnee: 

People:  The celebration of God shouts forth! 
Leader:   Stretching through coal and oil fields, 

And across rich glacial plains of grain: 
People:  The countryside sings for joy! 
Leader:  Broadening to the native land of Kickapoo, Sauk, and Fox 

And sloping toward bluffs where majestic eagles fly: 
People:   Creation lifts up her hands in signs of adoration 
Leader:   Eastering to venues where Christ plays in Peoria 

And dancing to the industrial beat of the northeast 
People:  God’s brightly colored people laugh, whistle, and clap their hands 
Leader:   Only by the grace of God do the rivers flow, 

The eagles fly, and the grains put forth their abundance 
People:   Only by the grace of God does Creation praise with one voice. 
All:   Great are the works of the Lord!  The love of God endures forever! 

 
*SONGS OF PRAISE                     Praise Team from Springfield First UMC 

Holy Spirit 
This I Believe (The Creed) 
Holy Is the Lord  
 

RECOGNITION OF OUR COMMON MINISTRY AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM                                       
Rev. Lori Harvey, Chairperson – Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. 
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers, 
     the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. 
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service 
    for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation. 
 



 Sung Response - Take Me to the Water (#3165, Worship & Song)             Paul Bill, Jr. - Song Leader  
         Acc. by Darrian Orr 
 

Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, 
    I call upon all God’s people gathered here:  Remember your baptism and be thankful. 
We remember our baptism and affirm our common ministry. 

 
RECOGNITION OF ECUMENICAL REPRESENTATIVES                       Rev. Janice L. Griffith 
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Ezekiel 34:11-16          Rev. Kevin M. Laughery            

 
LITANY OF PRAISE (#821 UMH)   Psalm 100                  Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin              

 
EPISTLE READING   Titus 1:7-9        Bishop Sylvester Williams, Sr. 

             
*GOSPEL READING   John 21:15-17                                       Bishop S. John Roth 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH #881                The Apostles’ Creed                               
     
LITURGICAL DANCE       Springfield Grace Praise Dancers   

                                                                                                                                                                  Terrie Hammons, Director 

 
PRESENTATION OF BISHOP FRANK J. BEARD TO THE ILLINOIS AREA 

      Rev. Sara Isbell and Mr. Larry Weber 
                                           Jurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BISHOP’S SPOUSE, MRS. MELISSA BEARD            Rev. Janice Griffith 
Executive Assistant to Bishop Beard   

 
THE COVENANT SERVICE               Ken Miller, Conference Lay Leader 

Rev. Angie Lee and Rev. Michael Fender, Co-Chairs – Order of Elders 

The Church is the community of those called by God, justified by grace, and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.  We who are baptized into Christ’s death and raised with Christ in the resurrection are living 
members of the body of Christ who return thanksgiving to God in ministries of nurture, witness, and 
service. 
     All Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of reconciling love. All baptized Christians are called to 
share this ministry of service in the world, to the glory of God and for the redemption of the human 
family.   
     From among the baptized some are called by God and set apart by the church to serve God’s 
people as commissioned ministers, diaconal ministers, deacons, elders, and bishops.  A bishop has 
been ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament; to represent Christ’s servanthood in a special 
ministry of oversight.  



     A bishop is called to guard the faith, to seek the unity, and to exercise the discipline of the whole   
Church; and to supervise and support the Church’s life, work, and mission throughout the world. 
     As a servant of the whole Church, the bishop is called to preach and teach the truth of the gospel 
to all God’s people; to lead the people in worship, in the celebration of the Sacraments, and in their 
mission of witness and service in the world, and so participate in the gospel command to make 
disciples of all nations. 
     The bishop is to lead and guide all persons entrusted to his supervision; join in the consecration 
of bishops, ordain deacons and elders, and commission other ministers for service to the church and 
to the world; and provide for the ministry of Word and Sacrament in the congregations committed 
to his care. 

Bishop Beard  With God’s help, I promise faithfully to hear and to proclaim God’s Word, and 
rightly administer the Sacraments, as your pastor and servant. 

People With God’s help, we promise to join with you in the life of praise and 
thanksgiving, and in the faithful use of the means of grace that God has given 
us. 

Bishop Beard By the grace of Christ, I promise to be among you as a teacher of the faith, a 
pastor of souls, and a means to the unity of the body of Christ. 

People By the grace of Christ, we promise to join with you in the life of learning, in the 
nurturing of God’s people, and in the seeking of that oneness in Christ which is 
Christ’s gift to us.  

Bishop Beard In the power of the Holy Spirit, I promise to be for you a means of reconciliation 
and healing, that all those who are burdened or oppressed may be made whole 
and able to rejoice in the new life in Jesus Christ. 

People In the power of the Holy Spirit, we promise to be, with you, faithful witnesses, 
serving justice, showing mercy, and in all things proclaiming the acceptable 
year of the Lord. 

Ken Miller Let the people say, “Amen”. 

People Amen and Amen! 
 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE SIGNS OF EPISCOPAL MINISTRY (by members of the Episcopacy Committee) 
 
Mrs. Ellen Liehr Bishop Beard, receive this pastoral staff, and be upheld and sustained by Christ 

the Good Shepherd as you exercise the ministry of a shepherd among us in 
Christ’s name.  Amen. 

Rev. Linda Harrod Bishop Beard, receive this Bible, and proclaim energetically the good news of 
salvation and fearlessly the prophetic Word in the cause of justice and peace for 
all people.  Amen. 



Rev. Sara Isbell Bishop Beard, receive this water, be renewed in your baptism and renew us in 
ours.  Amen. 

Mr. Evaristo Rodriguez Bishop Beard, receive this bread and cup, and keep us in communion with Christ 
and his Church.  Amen. 

Mrs. Bertha R. Love Bishop Beard, receive this towel and basin, and be among us as one who serves.  
Amen. 

Mr. Larry Webber Bishop Beard, receive this stole, and be our pastor, preacher, and teacher; 
encourage and support all baptized people in their gifts and ministries, and pray 
for them without ceasing.  Amen. 

Mrs. Joyce Helm Francis Bishop Beard, receive this Book of Discipline, guard the faith, seek the unity, 
exercise the discipline of the whole Church, supervise the Church’s life, work, 
and mission throughout the world.  Amen. 

Rev. Sara Isbell Bishop Beard, receive this gavel* and preside in our Annual Conference; appoint 
pastors and assign those serving in extension ministries to their ministries, and 
guide us in our common mission of love and justice, witness and service.  Amen.  

Rev. Sylvester Weatherall  Bishop Beard, receive this fishing pole and remember that your task is to lead us 
in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Guide us 
to be fishers of people.  Amen. 

Mr. Ken Miller Bishop Beard, these are the signs of ministry among the people of the Illinois 
Area of The United Methodist Church.  Faithfully administer discipline, but do 
not forget mercy, that when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, you may receive 
the never-fading crown of glory. 

Bishop Beard In the name of Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, I gladly assume, with you 
and among you, this ministry of Word, Sacrament, and Order, of pastoral 
supervision, government, and service.  Strengthened by the love of God and the 
remembrance of my consecration to the episcopacy, I am resolved to serve 
faithfully and well the congregations and people of the Illinois Area as bishop, 
pastor, and friend. 

ALL: On behalf of the congregations and people, we receive you, Bishop Beard, 
with joy and thanksgiving, as our bishop and pastor.  We pledge to you our 
prayers, our loyalty, and our support as you lead us in the ministry of 
reconciliation entrusted to us all. 

 
SONG FOR PRAYERFUL REFLECTION - Spirit of the Living God (instrumental only)                    Dr. Chan, Organist 

 
*GOSPEL READING               John 3:22-30 (The Message)                          

 
THE SERMON                   “Cheerleader for Jesus”         Bishop Frank J. Beard 



 
SUNG RESPONSE (Hymn #393, UMH)               “Spirit of the Living God”  Paul Bill, Jr. Song Leader  

         Acc. by Darrian Orr 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Table  

The Great Thanksgiving  (with Confession and Pardon) 

The Lord of be with you. 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, creator of heaven and earth, giver of all good gifts, and author 
of our creation. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
creator of heaven and earth.  You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.   

You delivered us from captivity.  Through days wandering in the desert you sent to us manna from 
heaven so that we could eat.  You let water pour from the rocks so that we could drink.  You 
commanded us to trust in what you provided.   

You made covenant to be our God.  You gave to us your Law to guide our ways.  The Law reminds us 
that there is but one God, and we are to love you with all of our hearts, our mind, our soul, and our 
strength. 

You spoke to us through your prophets, who would remind people high and low to follow God first.   

And yet we fell away.  Our love failed.  We choose disobedience.  

Hear the good news.  God’s love remains steadfast.   God’s Law is righteous.  God’s prophets still 
speak   the truth to power.  God’s promises endure.  God’s grace knows no bounds. Despite our sin 
and brokenness, God calls us to this table and your sins are forgiven. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God, Amen. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in 
the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to 
the poor, proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty with 
those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would save your 
people. 

When no one thought there was enough, he fed the multitudes.  When no one thought the lepers 
could be healed, he cleansed them.  When there was no way to cross social boundaries, he talked to 
a Samaritan woman.  He told stories of a wasteful forgiveness, and unfair generosity.   When hope 
was lost, he raised the widow’s son and called Lazarus out of the tomb.   Here today, while we 
wonder if there is enough, Jesus reminds us that there is plenty.  There is enough food for all to be 
full.  There is enough water for us all to drink.  There is enough joy for us all to dance.  There is 
enough forgiveness for us all to embrace.  Here in this place, Jesus reminds us that there is enough 
love for us all to live abundantly. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your church, delivered us 
from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples and said: “Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples and said, 
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many 
for forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

And so, in remembrance of these mighty life giving acts of Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice.  Let the generosity of Jesus, which enabled him to pour 
himself out for all, be lived out in us.  May our every words and deeds reflect a spirit of thankfulness 
for all with which we have been blessed, so that we may be in union with Christ’s offering for us, as 
we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them 
be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 
his blood.  By your spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world, until Christ comes in final victory and we may feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Giving the Bread and Cup              Hymns to be sung during serving #616, #2269, #640, #620, #2254 

Prayer after Communion   



BENEDICTION                                         Bishop Beard 
         
SONG OF SENDING FORTH  Build Your Kingdom Here       Springfield First Praise Team 

 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                       Dr. See Tsai Chan, Organist 
 
 
 
__________ 
 

Ecumenical Representatives 

We are grateful for the participation of our ecumenical guests and invite you to join us in welcoming to 
this Service of Celebration for the Assignment of Bishop Beard to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference: 
 
The Reverend Kevin Michael Laughery 
 Roman Catholic Priest assigned to the Quad Pastoral Unit of Sangamon and Morgan Counties,  
 and Representative of the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, Bishop of the Diocese of  
 Springfield, IL. 
 
The Reverend Dr. S. John Roth  

Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Central/Southern IL Synod, Springfield, IL 
 

The Reverend Dr. Sylvester Williams, Sr. 
 Bishop of The Third Episcopal District of the Christian Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church, St.  
 Louis, MO 
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Conference. 



Processional  Participants 

(in order of entry into sanctuary) 

CONFERENCE AND DISTRICT LAY LEADERSHIP 
Ken Miller   Conference Lay Leader 
Jana Waite   Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries 
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Richard S. Bothe   Lay Leader - Kaskaskia River District  
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Patti Wright   Chair – Council on Older Adult Ministries 
Erin Totten   Chair - Council on Young Adult Ministries 



Kimberly Woods   Chair - Council on Youth Ministries 
Jeff Thornton   Conference President of United Methodist Men 
Marjorie Stout   Conference President of United Methodist Women 
LaVon Wilson   At-Large Member of the Connectional Table 
Aletha Weatherall  At-Large Member of the Connectional Table 
 
CO-CHAIRS OF THE CLERGY ORDERS AND FELLOWSHIP  
Paul Dinges   Co-Chair - Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members 
Amy Holman   Co-Chair - Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members 
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Bill Frazier   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Jame Hahs   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Linda Harrod   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Stan Irvin   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Paul Jacobs   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Ellen Liehr   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Victor Long   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Bertha R. Love   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
Jungil Rhee   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy 
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Sara Isbell   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy - Jurisdictional Rep 
Larry Webber   Illinois Area Committee on Episcopacy - Jurisdictional Rep 
 
CONFERENCE DIRECTORS, COORDINATORS, AND OTHER STAFF 
Rick Van Giesen   Director of Administrative Services and Conference Treasurer 
Paul E. Black   Director of Communication Ministries 
Tom Logsdon   Director of Connectional Ministries 
Alice Shirley   Coordinator of Camping & Retreat Ministries 
Mike Crawford   Coordinator of Congregational Development 
Beth Fender   Coordinator of Discipleship Ministries and New Streams 
Adrian Garcia   Coordinator of Hispanic Ministries 
Bunny Wolfe   Coordinator of Missions and Outreach 
Shauna Summers   Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Counseling 
Ted Frost   Director of United Methodist Church Foundation of IGRC 
Keith Anderson   Executive Director - Preacher's Aid Society and Benefit Fund 
Janice Griffith   Executive Assistant to the Bishop 
Joy Caschetta   Annual Conference Secretary 
John Kauerauf   Conference Chancellor 
 



 

 
Bishop Frank J. Beard 

Resident Bishop 
Illinois Area of The United Methodist Church 

 
Bishop Frank J. Beard was elected as a Bishop in the North Central Jurisdiction on July 13, 2016.  
Prior to his election, he served as an ordained Elder in the Indiana Area of The United 
Methodist Church. The newly elected Bishop has been assigned to The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference effective September 1, 2016. 
 
Bishop Beard has a wealth of experiences in a variety of ministry settings across The United 
Methodist Church.  He has served as a local church pastor, a District Superintendent, and as 
Senior Pastor of a large congregation.   
 
Bishop Beard is a gifted preacher and teacher.  He has a passion for Jesus Christ that is 
contagious.  His primary focus is encouraging churches to be “on fire for Jesus.”  His life quote 
is, “I want to be so full of Jesus that when a mosquito bites me it will fly away humming ‘there is 
power in the blood’!” 
 
The Reverend Doctor Frank J. Beard received the following formal education: 
B.A. Degree from Taylor University, Upland, IN – 1979 
M.Div. Degree from Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, KY – 1982 
S.T.M. Degree from Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN – 1986 
D.Min. Degree from Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, KY – 1997 
 
Bishop Beard is married to wife Melissa, has two adult daughters: Eleanor & Emily, and two 
grandchildren: Maya and Elijah. The Bishop is an avid fisherman and loves to tell stories about 
his fishing adventures. When asked if he is going fishing he is quick to reply, “No, I’m going 
catching, anybody can fish!” 
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