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NEWS From The Episcopal Office

NEWS
 From The Episcopal Office
  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton ap-
points the following:

John Hauck to Paxton UMC, Iroquois River District, effective 
July 1.

Rex Hendrix to Carlinville UMC, LaMoine River District, 
effective July 1.

Robert Taylor to Jerseyville UMC, LaMoine River District, 
effective July 1.

David Ducommon to West Salem Zion UMC, Kaskaskia 
River District, effective July 1.

Harold Quick, Jr. to Mt. Vernon: West Salem Trinity UMC, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.

Randy Douglass to Carmi First UMC, Cache River District, 
effective July 1.

James Allison to Okaw River Parish (Cerro Gordo-Lovington-
Hammond-LaPlace), Sangamon River District, effective July 
1. effective Jan. 1.

Change of status

Brett Yates, discontinuation of a full member, effective Feb. 
7. At the 2015 Clergy Session, he will be recommended for 
voluntary leave.

Carlson R. Cox, discontinuation of appointment of an elder 
from another denomination, effective Jan. 31.

Supply not appointed

David Prussner to Essex, Vermilion River District, effective 
Feb. 1.

Deaths
We received word of the death of Helen Sheldon, wife 
of IGRC retired pastor Rev. Chester Sheldon.  Rev. Sheldon 
served as Springfield District Superintendent in the 
former Central Illinois Conference from 1974 to 1980.  He 
was then the Director of the Council on Ministries until 
his retirement in 1984.

Services for Helen will be held at a later date, and details 
will be sent at that time.  Cards or notes of sympathy 
may be sent to Rev. Chester Sheldon, 3000 Douglas Drive 
North, Apt 324, Crystal, MN 55422-2470.

Retired pastor Rev. Dr. Joanne E. “Pep” Cooke died 
Feb. 15 in East Peoria. She was 81.

A former high school and college teacher and administra-
tor, Rev. Cooke went into the ministry as a second career, 
serving various churches in the former Central Illinois 
Conference and later, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
retiring from full-time ministry in 2002 from Spring Bay 
(now RiversEdge UMC).

Online condolences to the family may be posted at the 
funeral home website: www.masonfuneralhomes.
com

Retired IGRC clergy member, Rev. Dr. Geoffrey L. Story, 
Jr., died Feb. 11.  He was 81. Dr. Story was a longtime 
professor of religion at Illinois Wesleyan University. His 
wife, Bettie Story, was former director of communica-
tions of the Central Illinois Conference and later, the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. She died in November 
2014.

Online condolences may be made to www.calvertme-
morial.com, or you may send condolences to a daughter, 
Anita Friedman, 707 Baldwin Ave., Norfolk, VA  23517.

Bobbie Joanne Zimmerman, wife of retired IGRC 
pastor J. Keith Zimmerman, died Feb. 7 in Peoria. She 
was 64.

Together with her husband, the Zimmermans pastored 
for 38 years in the former Central Illinois Conference 
and later the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, with Rev. 
Zimmerman retiring in 2011 as Superintendent of the 
Vermilion River District.

Online condolences may be left at: www.haenselfu-
neralhome.com, or to: Rev. J. Keith Zimmerman, 336 
Westminster Drive, Mackinaw, IL 61755-9097.

Bishop Keaton is inviting everyone for the Bishop's Gathering 
for Scouting Ministries at Christ Church in Fairview Heights on 
Sunday, March 15, from 2 to 3:30 p.m.  

The bishop will be emphasizing the importance of these 
programs as outreach ministries of the church. The programs 
of the Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of the USA and 4-H 
are useful ways our churches can serve the children, youth and 
families of our communities.  

If your church hosts a Boy Scout, a Girl Scout and/or a 4-H unit, 
Bishop Keaton encourages you to attend with your staff or 
lay leadership involved in children and youth ministries. Also, 
please feel free to invite the unit leaders to attend so they will 
be aware of our intent for outreach. If you do not have scouting 
in your church, I encourage you to attend and hear about the 
opportunities to increase children and youth ministries. 

Please register your attendance by March 9 to assist with 
planning for the event by visiting www.igrc.org/scouting.  

I Have Seen Him
Thirty-four of us made our pilgrimage to the Holy Land Feb. 

10- 18. Ash Wednesday turned out to be the day of our visit to 
the Garden Tomb. Religious celebrations galore connected our 
spirits and sent us home rejoicing. 

Marital and baptismal vows were remembered. We experi-
enced the joy and sorrow of the Church of the Nativity and the 
Holy Sepulchre. At the Garden Tomb, we acknowledged the 
resurrection of Christ, the fixing of ashes on our foreheads and 
significance of Jesus sacrifice or the whole world via the sacra-
ment of Communion. Below are my reflections delivered at the 
Garden Tomb.

Matthew wrote it in his gospel regarding the first day of the 
week - after Mary Magdalene and other women visited Jesus' 
grave -- after they rolled back the stone leaving the Roman guards 
in shock.  Then it was that the voice of an angel that brought 
earthshaking news to the women.  “I know you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here for he has been raised 
from the dead and indeed is going ahead of you to Galilee, there 
you will see him.” 

Now that we have flown over 10 hours and 6000 miles - now 
that we have talked, walked, rode and prayed our way through 
this pilgrimage, have we seen him?  He is gone.  The tomb is 
empty.  Reports that Christ is alive are not exaggerated despite the 
claim of Roman slanderers suggesting his body was stolen from 
the grave.  Can we bear witness that Jesus is alive now that we are 
Holy Land pilgrims? Can we proclaim boldly that Jesus is a force 
for good in the world and that we have seen him?

Let me confess.  I have seen him.  Jesus used my late grand-
mother to call me into ministry from a young boy until the day 
she died.  And when my beloved grandmother died unexpectedly 
in May 1967, God used the shock of her death to break down the 
last shred of resistance to the call to ministry. To repeat, her death 
and invitation helped me to see God at work in her life and mine.

In an article I wrote for the conference newspaper (The Cur-
rent) in February entitled Faces of India, I mentioned looking at 
a New Year's Eve service at Indian Methodist Church. Every gen-
eration was represented in that packed sanctuary.  As in Africa, 
Europe, the Philippines, Korea, Mexico, Panama, Brazil, Israel, 
America, San Pedro Sula (said to be the most dangerous prison on 
earth) I saw the face of Christ in the Faces of India.  In the “Least 
of These” and all of these, Christ appears. “What you've done to 
the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me.”  I have 
seen him.

For the second year in a row, I preached at Big Muddy 
Correctional Institution in Ina. The prison chaplain called my 
secretary and reportedly made these comments:  “The Bishop 
preached at Big Muddy last year. They want him to come back.”  
Surprised I dared not say no.  Still, I wondered.  Had I really 
made a difference?  Everything in the 2014 worship service 

seemed pro-forma.  The choir sang.  Scripture was read.  Some-
body prayed.  I preached.  We had communion. I left never to 
return.  Or so I thought.  

Upon my return, I was ready.  Before we got started, the 
chaplain announced that our service would be cut short. Why? 
Not enough correctional officers were available to handle the 
prisoners. The spirit took over in the shortened service and 
souls were fed.  Many of the inmates expected that I'd come 
again.  I saw Christ in the faces and lives of the inmates.  Mat-
thew 25:36c is a Christ saying, “I was in prison and you visited 
me.”  I have seen the Lord. 

Finally, I have the Lord in places I’ve failed to mention far 
too often.  Serena Williams, a professional tennis player, has 
put me to shame. Describing the 2015 Australian Open several 
weeks ago, sportscasters praised Serena for inching closer to the 
record held by Steffi Graf and for being a consummate cham-
pion.  

In response, Serena replied, “Growing up, I wasn't the 
richest but I had a rich family in spirit and support...I went on 
the court with a racquet, a ball and hope.”  Commentators and 
writers decided not to mention other comments better than the 
ones quoted.  

What Serena admitted before an international audience 
is something preachers, bishops, lay and clergy may shy away 
from doing.  Her victory speech revisited some of the themes 
in our text today, e.g., God is alive.  God is real.  God is a force 
in my life. Here is what sportscasters chose to ignore because it 
was God talk.  “I have to say thanks to Jehovah God for this. I 
was down and out and he helped me, not to win but to be strong 
and healthy (Serena played with a viral illness, a bad cold and 
hacking cough).  I have to give glory to Him, first and foremost.”  

So do we.  
Jesus Christ is a supportive, powerful presence in every part 

of our lives.  Too often, our words and witness portray that we 
do not acknowledge the help of the living God. 

Songwriter Alfred Ackley points the way to seeing and 
acknowledging God in an Easter hymn.

“I serve a risen Savior, he's in the world today. I know that 
he is living whatever men may say. 

I see His hand of mercy I hear His voice of cheer. And just 
the time I need him, He's always near.

He lives. He lives. Christ Jesus lives today. He walks with 
me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

He lives. He lives. Salvation to impart. You ask me how I 
know he lives.

He lives within my heart.”

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Boy Scout Troop 53, sponsored by the United Methodist Men of Belleville Union UMC, was recently recognized for having 70 Eagle Scout recipients.  
On Boy Scout Sunday, February 8, Pastor Edward R. Weston welcomed the troop and the Eagle Scouts.  Since 1971, 70 young men have received this 
prestigious award.  Troop 53 moved to Belleville Union UMC in 1991, and 42 of the 70 have received their award since being sponsored by the UM Men.

Pastor Weston also recognized another 21 Eagle Scouts who are members of UUMC, but not Troop 53.  The oldest scout received his 
Eagle Award in 1944 in Kansas— Major General Ret. Jack Griffith, US Air Force.  Thanks to the UUMC Men for sponsoring this troop and 
furthering the scouting ministry in our area.

Photo courtesy of Ed Weston

Bishop convenes Gathering on Scouting
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Faith in Place (www.faithinplace.org) is 
hiring two congregational outreach staff 
members in Southeastern Illinois.  Positions 
are half time, hourly with mileage.  Primary 
responsibility – informing congregations 
about emerging smart-meter technology.  
Posted here: https://tinyurl.com/job-fip

CLASSIFIEDS

Disability Awareness               
workshops
The IGRC Committee on Disability Con-
cerns will be hosting workshops in three 
different sites aimed at equip churches to 
more fully include persons with disabili-
ties in its ministries.

Find out about the March 7 workshop in 
Champaign-Urbana at http://www.igrc.
org/calendardetail/780860;  the March 
14 workshop in Carbondale at: http://
www.igrc.org/calendardetail/780863; 
or the April 18 workshop in Colchester 
at: http://www.igrc.org/calendarde-
tail/780865.

Handbell Festival March 14       
at  Peoria First
PEORIA -- The 27th Annual Handbell Fes-
tival will be Saturday, March 14, at Peoria 
First UMC.

The festival is sponsored by the IGRC 
Chapter of The Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music and Worship Arts.

Download a brochure at: http://www.
igrc.org/forms?topic=FUMMWA. Paid 
registrations must be in an envelope post-
marked on or before Feb. 20 to be eligible 
for the discounted registration date. 

Members of the Agape Ringers will be 
teaching a variety of classes related to 
handbells.  The day will culminate in a 
one-hour concert by the Agape Ringers.

Marked Leadership camp      
registration open
HUDSON -- Application forms are now 
ready for the Marked Leadership Camp, a 
four-year academy provided by the youth 
and camping ministry of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference.

This year’s camp will be June 14-20, at 
East Bay Camp.

Visit: www.igrc.org/marked to download 
the registration form and the Marked 
Leadership covenant.

Deadline for registration is May 15.

Candidacy Summits set for  
June and August
A Candidacy Summit for persons wishing 
to become certified candidates for min-
istry will be held on two different dates 
during the summer months at Jensen 
Woods Camp.

Summits will be held June 5-6 from 4 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. The summit will be repeated on 
Aug. 7-8. The summit enables participants 
to worship together, have a chance to 
ask questions and learn about call, learn 
about the process of ordained ministry 
and meet with mentor groups.

Registration for the June 5-6 Summit can 
be found by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/candidacysummit-june2015 
and registration for the Aug. 7-8 Summit 
can be found by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/candidacysummit-aug2015

Prerequisites (for more info see http://
www.igrctheboard.com/#!candidates-
page/c1tu1):

•  Read and discuss The Christian as 
Minister with their pastor, campus 
minister or other clergy

•  Write a letter to DS describing your 
call to ministry and requesting an 
appointment to discuss your call and 
complete required paperwork

For more information, contact Kathy Cro-
zier at kcrozier@igrc.org, who serves the 
IGRC Board of Ministry as its vocational 
discernment coordinator.

Year-end report filing               
underway
Pastors, staff and local church treasurers 
are reminded that the year-end statistical 
report website (“EZRA”) is ready for your 
inputting of data and will be open until 
March 31.

 A link to the EZRA website and instruc-
tions for log-in are at the top of the 
homepage on the IGRC website. Or you 
can click on this link: http://www.igrc.org/
ezra

FUMMWA hosts Pathways          
in Indianapolis
The Fellowship of United Methodists in 
Music and Worship Arts announces that 
early registration is now open for its 2015 
bi-annual convocation, Pathways 2015 
– A Gathering of Worship Artists, to be 
held in Indianapolis, Ind., July 20-23.  

For registration and more information see 
www.UMFellowship.org/Pathways2015 
or contact the Fellowship office at 1-800-
952-8977.

Keynote speakers for the event include 
Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, noted Denver 
Lutheran pastor and New York Times 
best-selling author; Mark Miller, associate 
professor of music at Drew University; 
Perkins School of Theology professors Dr. 
Michael Hawn and Dr. John Holbert;  Dr. 
Constance Cherry, professor at Indiana 
Wesleyan University and Michael Keller, 
director of the Indianapolis Circle City 
Ringers.  

Additional classes and sessions will 
include choral conducting, organ impro-
visation, dance, praise band techniques, 
handbells, drama, visual arts, staff rela-
tionships and many other offerings.  The 
convocation will be headquartered at 
the Indianapolis Marriott East Hotel with 
worship services at Broadway, North and 
St. Luke’s United Methodist churches in 
Indianapolis.

Scholarship information on 
IGRC website
Information on the IGRC Leadership 
Scholarships have been posted on the 
IGRC website. 

Leadership scholarships are awarded 
to students who have demonstrated 
leadership potential and must develop a 
ministry project. The project shall benefit 
a campus ministry setting affiliated with 
or approved by the Board. Projects shall 
demonstrate leadership, not just partici-
pation.

Deadline for submission is 4:30 p.m. April 
15. 

Prospective applicants for scholarship 
through the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry are reminded of a 

March 1 deadline for the 2015-16 school 
year.

Information on both scholarships are 
available at: www.igrc.org/campusminis-
try, which has all the appropriate links.

Onarga UMC is also receiving applica-
tions for the Barber Scholarships from the 
Barber Education Trust. Applicants must 
be pursuing Christian service through full-
time work in the church. 

For more information, contact the Barber 
Scholarship Committee at: methodistof@
att.net. Include mailing address in your 
request as applications will be provided 
by U.S. Mail.

Applications are due May 31 with an 
award announcement by July 15. 

Mini YAR: Arts in the Spirit                               
A Mini-YAR: Arts in the Spirit event will be 
held April 24-25 at Camp Milan Retreat 
Center near the Quad Cities.

Cost for the event is $15 person. Speaker 
for the event with will the Rev. Sharon 
L.S. Cook and worship leader will be Rod 
Leveridge.

For more information and a link to online 
registration, visit www.igrc.org/campmi-
lan. 

Conference Bible Bowl                             
The IGRC Conference Bible Bowl will be 
held at Washington Evangelical UMC on 
Sunday, May 3, from 2:30 to 5 p.m.  Sec-
ond graders have been added as partici-
pants at the Elementary level this year.

Scriptures for this year are as follows: 

•  Elementary (2nd or 3rd-6th* grad-
ers) -- Ruth 1-4 and 1 Samuel 1-3

•  Junior High (6th*-8th graders) 
-- Ephesians 1-6 and Philippians 1:1-
2:18

•  Senior High (9th-12th graders) --        
1 Kings 17-19 and 2 Kings 4:1-6:23.

(*6th graders may choose to participate at 
either the Elementary or Jr. High level.)

Links for Bible Bowl Information sheet 
with rules listed and a Bible Bowl registra-
tion form will be posted on the IGRC web-
site at www.igrc.org/biblebowl later this 
week. Registration deadline is April 27.

Sample questions for the Bible Bowl are 
available on request by e-mailing John 
Hauck or you may contact Hauck at 309-
444-3228 if you have any questions or 
need additional information.

Q&A
No tax savings when pastor ‘refuses’ salary
I am a full-time pastor who is considered dual status for tax purposes. In the 
past I have been given a certain amount for salary of which I give back more 
than 10 percent in tithes. In the process of this money coming to me from 
the church and going back to the church again, the money gets taxed. Then 
I claim it as a charitable contribution. However, is it possible to simply turn 
down that amount and not be paid it by the church? In other words, if I was 
told I would be paid $50,000 for 2013, but I told the church to just pay me 
$45,000 so I wouldn't have to pay taxes on that $5,000. I simply wouldn't take 
it. Is anything wrong with this?

This arrangement does not reduce taxable income by the amount of the salary 
that is refused. Under the so-called “constructive receipt” doctrine of tax law, 
salary reductions do not reduce taxable income unless specifically allowed by the 
tax code (i.e., housing allowance, 403b contributions). The point is that income is 
“realized” by a taxpayer, and therefore represents taxable income, if it is available 
to him or her and could be received if requested. The legal authority to receive 
the stated salary makes it taxable, even if the pastor decides to reduce the amount 
he receives by the amount of the contribution he wants to make to his church.

~ Richard Hammar, church law and tax authority

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to 
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Finding Our Way Forward

BY CHRIS RITTER
Pastor, Geneseo First UMC

I recently released legislation for the “Restore & Release 
Plan” (R&R), (see: http://www.jurisdictionalsolution.
org/---!legislation/c14j0),  a six-jurisdiction version of my 
earlier proposal for the future of The United Methodist 
Church.  Both jurisdictional solutions create a compart-

ment for those who cannot abide by the 
current language in our Book of Disci-
pline.  This is all accomplished under the 
umbrella of United Methodism without 
effectively forcing Africans, Traditional-
ists, Law-and-Order Moderates, and 
Evangelicals out of the church.

The system of dividing up Methodists by jurisdiction 
was an invention of the 1939 North/South re-merger 
that formed “The Methodist Church”.   Regional jurisdic-
tions where bishops were elected and appointed gave 
assurance, especially to the South, that our episcopal 
leaders would be “one of us.”  An additional “Central 
Jurisdiction” covering the entire nation was created 
for African Americans.  This racially segregated body 
persisted until the 1968 merger with the EUB’s.  The 
five geographic jurisdictions were carried into the new 
denomination as regional protections continued to be 
insisted upon in the South.

Jurisdictions were forged in the Jim Crow Era and 
retained in the Civil Rights Era.  Today, they serve much 
less a racial role and have become, in places, ideologi-
cal enclaves within the denomination.  The Western and 
Northeastern Jurisdictions have voted to ignore United 
Methodist teachings on human sexuality.  Although 
performing same sex weddings is a chargeable offense 
for a UM clergy, some bishops are effectively halting 
the enforcement of church law in spite of their vows.   
Because bishops are held accountable in the jurisdiction 

that elected them, the General Church is left with rules 
it cannot enforce.  The injustice of our current situation 
is that some clergy are held accountable to the stan-
dards of our denomination while others are not.  Some 
churches that would like greater freedom find them-
selves geographically “trapped”.  The shift in the larger 
U.S. culture has only served to heighten the urgency of 
Progressives.  Tectonic pressures in our denomination 
have escalated from tremors to earthquakes and are 
opening fissures that are hard to miss.

Open defiance on matters of human sexuality and mar-
riage is only the latest development in a longer struggle 
in the UMC.  Persistent debates over sex have served to 
underscore the fact that we don’t agree on how to read 
scripture and apply it to ministry.   The space between 
our quadrennial general conferences regularly witnesses 
some attempt to exploit loopholes in our rules and al-
low same sex weddings or the ordination of practicing 
homosexuals .  

Time and again, General Conference has found a way to 
tighten the rules and maintain our standards.  Conserva-
tive margins have only been growing as international 
growth (in places like Africa) have given traditionalist 
delegates greater representation.

Absent the good will of bishops to enforce the rules 
of our church, however, the mechanisms needed to 
enforce faithfulness become more extreme.  Shifting the 

means for episcopal 
accountability to the 
general church level 
requires systemic change 
that impinges upon our 
constitutional framework.  
While traditionalists seem 
to have a solid majority, 
the supermajority needed 
for constitutional change 
(along with ratification by the 
annual conferences) becomes 
more difficult to achieve.  The 
constant battle has caused 
some traditionalists to weary of 
the game and seek an exit, even 
though they agree with our official standards.  

Those of us seeking solutions likewise face the chal-
lenge of amending our constitution.  Any comprehen-
sive solution that would end our increasingly bitter 
denominational gamesmanship would require consti-
tutional change and, therefore, wide consensus that is 
difficult to find.

My proposal seeks to be fair to both sides by reinvent-
ing our system of jurisdictions to address the issues that 
divide us in this generation.  The assumption is that the 
debate we are having today will not be the debate we 
are having a generation from now.  

I am among those who want to preserve The United 
Methodist Church and keep us all under the same tent, 
even if that tent has compartments.  It is time to end the 
fighting and work to achieve amicable unity.  The UMC 
features a large contingent of “Moderates” who likewise 

don’t want 
to see United 
Methodism 
torn asunder. 
“Progressives” 
demand, as a 

matter of social justice, the ordination and same-sex 
weddings of openly practicing homosexuals. “Tradi-
tionalists” feel that faithfulness to scripture is the issue 
at stake and want to see an end to the constant debate 
and nibbling away at our standards.  They want a “fire 
wall” that will insure that practices they view as incom-
patible with Christian teaching will not be foisted upon 
them.

I drafted a framework for a two-jurisdiction approach 
in Summer 2014.  Under this plan, General Conference 
2016 would adopt legislation replacing our five juris-
dictions with two, each with the power to adapt many 
of our rules in way similar to the freedoms enjoyed by 
our seven central conferences outside the U.S.  Each 
domestic annual conference would vote to affiliate with 
one of the two jurisdictions.  Those individual churches 
and clergy who could not live with the decision of their 
annual conference would have a few months to opt out 
their conference and into the other jurisdiction.  Each of 
the new jurisdictions would convene and create a map 
of annual conferences that would cover the entire USA.  
Like Major League Baseball, there would be two nation-
wide leagues, each with slightly different rules.

The strengths of the Two-Jurisdiction Plan:

•  It is egalitarian and fair.

•  As the language in the Book of Discipline on matters 
of human sexuality would not change, protection 

is provided for the growing African church which 
could not prosper in a denomination where homo-
sexual practice is accepted carte blanche.

•  It ends much of our debate as our most divisive 
rules would be subject to adaptation by the juris-
dictions.

•  Unlike the “Local Option”, only those churches that 
could not live with the direction of their annual con-
ference would be subject to a congregational vote. 
(The vote would be about which jurisdiction best 
fits them, not about human sexuality directly.)

•  Annual conference and jurisdictional property is 
accounted for in the plan.

•  Bishops would choose a jurisdiction that best fits 
them.

•  Clergy and churches trapped in an ideologically 
mismatched conference/jurisdiction would find 
themselves in a better fit.

•  Major figures from the left and right of our denomi-
nation have tipped their hand that something like 
the two-jurisdiction solution might be acceptable 
to them.

There are also some weaknesses and open questions:

•  The plan requires the existing jurisdictions to vote 
themselves out of existence. The Southeastern 
Jurisdiction, our largest, has a lot of identity and 
institutions wrapped into it.  They tend to appreci-
ate regionally-elected bishops.  Substantial buy-in 
from the SEJ would be needed in order for the two-
jurisdiction plan to be ratified.

•  The future status of the general boards and agen-
cies is uncertain. They would continue to operate 
under the Book of Discipline as printed, but they 
would likely need to be reinvented to accommo-
date the new reality and there is no attempt in 
my work to anticipate what this might ultimately 
become.  This translates into uncertainty.

•  Some conferences are more divided than others 
and would experience greater disruption as new 
conferences are organized by the new jurisdictions.

•  The large ideologically moderate segment of the 
UMC is averse to choosing between two sides. We 
are people of the middle and will take a middle 
choice every time, even to our detriment.

•  Some would see the two-jurisdiction plan as a pre-
lude to a full split. (I disagree, but it is a possibility to 
consider).

The shape of the political landscape prompted me to 

BY CHRIS RITTER
Pastor, Geneseo First UMC

I recently released legislation for the “Restore & Release means for episcopal means for episcopal 

Should the
 UMC have TWO
 Jurisdictions 
                or SIX?

Like Major League Baseball, there would be two            
nation-wide leagues, each with slightly different rules.

MARCH 2015

4 



Finding Our Way Forwardthe curren 

Resolutions or 
reconciliation?
BY REV. DR. BEVERLY WILKES-NULL

Pastor, Highland Hope UMC

How my United Methodist family 
confronts the challenges of human sexual-
ity within our family concerns me because 
so many of us have spent far too little time 
in Christian conversation around the sacred gift of hu-
man sexuality. 

I was born in 1959, to parents who were born in 
1915 and 1926. Now that both of my parents are gone, 
it never fails that when we gather around the table, the 
four sisters — born in 1942, 1944, 1951 and 1959 — all 
joke about still waiting to have “the talk” with Mom. I 
suspect that for many of us, human sexuality is far more 
complicated and mysterious to us than we would like to 
admit.

At the age of 13 I discovered by accident that my big 
brother was gay; I later discovered that he was actually 
bisexual. In the midst of my discoveries — never to be 
spoken of in my family of origin during his lifetime — I 
discovered that what I had been formed to accept as Bib-
lical truth remained so. Yet, it did not alter the fact that I 
loved my big brother and that he loved me. Furthermore, 
my big brother lived out his faith in Jesus while owning 
what, I believe, he accepted as his true self, hundreds of 
miles away from his family. Today I still grieve that he 
was not able to be his true self with our family.

Human sexuality is a family discussion that we 
United Methodists are mandated by our times to holisti-
cally engage in without giving in to the temptation to 
prejudge, cast out or demonize. Our human sexuality 
is sacred and mysterious; therefore, though we bring 
our insecurities and fears to the table, come to the table 
we must. I believe that we have reached a season in the 
life of The United Methodist Church where submitting 
thousands of petitions and spending millions of dol-
lars on a body of people from five continents who come 
together for approximately 10 days, once every four 
years, will not achieve God’s best outcome for our global 
family. 

While we have constitutional challenges before us, 
in my heart of hearts, I do not believe that John Wesley 
ever envisioned a day where we would use our constitu-
tion to prevent us from responding to the deep cries 
of our people, particularly here in the United States of 
America. 

Here in the states, our conversations on human 
sexuality are mingled with judgment, misinformation, 
partial truths and violent fears, and have become a toxic 
epidemic of bullying as though there is no third alterna-
tive, no God solution except for the one I envision that 
would ultimately dispose of those not of like minds.

write an additional jurisdictional solution called “The 
Restore and Release Plan”.  This plan calls for the exist-
ing five jurisdictions to stay in place and creates a sixth 
national Affiliate Progressive Jurisdiction (APJ) for those 
annual conferences who cannot live under our exist-
ing covenant.  The creation of this six-jurisdiction plan 
coincided with some new ideas I developed on ways 
to restore order to the UMC without constitutional 
amendments.  The problem with creating a progressive 
structure had been that many of our Progressives al-
ready have liberty, albeit through illegitimate means, to 
accomplish what they want under our existing structure.  
Traditionalists, likewise, would likely be averse to voting 
greater liberties to those who are already flaunting our 
covenant.

The APJ would be created through constitutional 
amendment and would be free to adapt the rules of the 
UMC while remaining in it.  Delegates elected to General 
Conference by the APJ would be checked from vot-
ing on measures not binding upon them.  They would, 
however, have representation on some general agencies 
and the ability to negotiate for shared services with the 
others.  Conferences of the APJ would be responsible 
for funding their own bishops and ministries, protect-
ing those in the other jurisdictions from funding causes 
unacceptable to them.

The R&R Plan will face the charge of being partisan 
because it creates incentive for Progressives to leave 
their geographic jurisdiction and enter an Affiliate 
Progressive Jurisdiction (APJ). It anticipates that a simple 
majority comprised of Africans, Conservatives, Cultural 
Conservatives, and Law-and-Order 

Moderates would pass three non-constitutional mea-
sures aimed at restoring order and enforcing our 
covenant:

1. Conditionally discontinue through General Confer-
ence resolution (under the authority of ¶16.5) a 
defiant retired bishop who performed a same sex 
wedding in Alabama.

2. Create a General Commission on Episcopal Ac-
countability that would be empowered to reduce 
the salary of bishops who do not enforce the rules 
of our church. (While bishops are elected and held 
accountable at the jurisdictional level, their salaries 
are a function of the general church.  There are 
current instances of African bishops who have had 
their salaries withheld by GCF&A for not adhering 
to the financial guidelines of our denomination.)

3. Create minimum sentences for clergy who perform 
same-sex weddings.

Once the measures to restore order in the UMC are 
passed by simple majority, the plan anticipates that 
Progressives would join in the supermajority needed 
to create the APJ.  The strengths of the six-jurisdiction 
solution:

•  It successfully creates an avenue for Progressives in 
the UMC to live out their vision of ministry without 
forcing traditionalists into endorsing positions 
unacceptable to them.

•  It preserves the UMC as a body that conferences 

together globally. We would be the only Mainline 
denomination to have not divided over the issue of 
homosexuality

•  The R&R Plan elegantly avoids entrenched juris-
dictional politics. While it would likely cause the 
numerical collapse of at least two of our jurisdic-
tions, the SEJ would be assured of a large voice in 
the remapping that would be done in 2020 through 
constitutional amendment.

•  Like the two-jurisdiction solution, the number of 
local church votes would be limited to those con-
gregations who are seriously out of step with their 
annual conference.

•  Moderates would have a choice between staying 
put or moving to the APJ. This would be more ac-
ceptable than choosing to shift either left or right.

•  The possibility of a future conservative break with 
the UMC is less likely under this plan. While it is 
possible that the new APJ might vote to break away, 
the connectional instinct is strong enough among 
Progressives to make this unlikely.

The biggest negative associated with the Restore & Re-
lease Plan is that Progressives will perhaps not embrace 
it because of the accountability measures included.  It 
is fruitless, however, to construct an elaborate ship (like 
the APJ) that no one feels any urgency about boarding.  
Traditionalists will need assurances that the rules of our 
church are enforced before they will agree to create 
a new structure where a Progressive interpretation of 
scripture can be lived out.  If Progressives come to real-
ize how crucial these seemingly partisan measures really 
are, they may come to embrace them as part of the 
larger legislative package aimed at preserving the UMC.

Homosexuality is not the most important issue facing 
our church.  It is, however, the issue that is poisoning 
our church with suspicion and distrust.   Given the issues 
that lay behind our debates, we can never expect con-
sensus.  What we can do in 2016 is stop the fighting and 
work on putting everyone under an enforceable cov-
enant that does no harm to other sectors of the church 
who see things differently.  Once a resolution is reached, 
we can do the harder work of equipping our churches to 
be effective in the coming decades.

If you have reached this point in this post, you likely care 
deeply about the future of the UMC.  Any proposed so-
lution will rise and fall on leadership.  If our bishops and 
others cast a vision for the future of the UMC, I believe 
that either of the solutions I have authored is a pos-
sible mechanism through which amicable unity might 
be achieved.  As delegates to General Conference are 
elected this year, let’s all insist they do the hard work of 
seeking a comprehensive solution to our differences so 
that we can refocus on the weighty matters that await 
us in our fields of mission and ministry.

What do you think:  Two jurisdictions or six?  Is there an-
other way to save the UMC that we have not explored?

(Reprinted from Rev. Chris Ritter’s blog post of Jan. 31, 
www.peopleneedjesus.wordpress.com. Read more about 
Ritter's legislation at www.jurisdictionalsolution.org)

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Local NEWS

BY DEBBIE DODT

Kankakee Asbury UMC

KANKAKEE – Lunch was being served to about 
40 neighborhood children at Kankakee Asbury UMC 
last June when Rev. Julie Smith and her husband Joe 
Schripsema came in carrying boxes of food to give away 
to the families of these children we were serving.   

Smith, the pastor at nearby Bradley Wesley UMC, had 
heard from one of her parishioners that every day Ultra 
Foods had bruised but still usable foods that had to be 
taken from their shelves and tossed out.  Smith rescued 
the food before it hit the dumpster but she had no place 
to distribute it.  

Asbury already had a food pantry, a clothing closet, 
a summer feeding program, and a homeless ministry 
developed by Debbie Dodt who directs Asbury’s Com-
munity Outreach Ministries.  Dodt knew people who 
could use food, so Asbury and Wesley partnered in this 
ministry.  

Initially the two churches gathered on Saturday and 

Sunday and brought all the food to Asbury.  But then 
the Wesley folks decided to also fill a gap in the com-
munity of Bradley where there was no food pantry.  The 
two churches now share the food that is gleaned and 
both churches open our doors on Sunday afternoons to 
each welcome 30 to 35 of neighbors, making new friends 
in the process.  These families enjoy and appreciate the 
opportunity to select from the fresh fruits, vegetables, 
breads and baked goods.   The selection is different each 
week because no one ever knows what they will find on 
the discard shelves when they arrive at the grocery.

As with any new ministry it grew from the efforts of 
only a couple of people but, if it was to survive long-
term, others had to get involved.  A total of 10 Wesley 
volunteers and six Asbury volunteers have now ac-
cepted ownership of the ministry.  Each of our church 
pantries operate independently but we have been serv-
ing with the same philosophy of service. God provides 
the food and, rather than setting limits on what people 
may take, we tell people to take what they need but 

leave enough for others.
In response to the perceived need in their commu-

nity, Wesley UMC has decided to expand their pantry 
and are in the process of applying to be a recipient of 
foods from the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  Asbury 
UMC continues to develop services responsive to the 
needs of its downtown Kankakee neighbors, an area 
where 34 percent of the people live below the poverty 
level, nearly 12 percent having incomes below 50 per-
cent of the poverty level.

Kankakee Asbury, Bradley Wesley 
partner in new food ministry

Grace Community United Methodist 
Church in Bourbonnais recently hosted 
their annual Chili Cook-Off for mission 

on January 24. This year they added 
a new component with a Cupcake 

Challenge, which was won by the 
“Girls of Grace” group, led by Emma 
Kate Bretzlaff of Bourbonnais 
(right) and Maddie MacGilvray (left) 
of Limestone. Their cupcake entry, 
along with the other chili and 
cupcake entries, raised more than 
$1,400 for scholarships for Africa 
University.

Photo courtesy of Linda Jensen

Girls of Grace

Pawnee hosts 
Mid-Winter Youth Rally
PAWNEE – More than 100 youth and adults from 
11 United Methodist congregations and a Baptist 
congregation came together for a mid-winter 
youth rally at Pawnee UMC.

Tim Price and the Harvest Ministry Team, from 
Troy led the activities, including times of praise 
and worship, games, prayer and sharing a 
message. One of the most popular activities of 
the evening proved to be the “Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Contest,” which was won by Liam Kurf-
man of Pawnee. His one-of-a-kind sweater was 
co-created by Liam and his grandmother.   

“It was such an awesome evening!” said Pawnee 
UMC pastor, Chuck Kurfman. “God truly sur-
prised us with this incredible response from area 
churches! Several people asked when we were 
having another youth rally. I told them we would 
keep them posted.” 

“Pastor Chuck did a great job of getting the word 
out about this event!” Tim Price said. “The kids had 
a really good time and they responded well to the 
games, music and my message. I’m so grateful 
for the hospitality of the Pawnee UMC.” Price also 
commented that he sees a lot of potential for 
some great future youth events.

The churches represented at this event were 
Springfield Kumler UMC, Springfield Laurel UMC, 
Decatur First UMC, Zion Chapel UMC of Boody, 
IL, Pana UMC, Auburn UMC, Pawnee UMC, Island 
Grove UMC of New Berlin, IL, Chatham UMC, 
Sugar Creek UMC of Chatham, Cisco UMC, and 
First Baptist Church of Girard. 
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BEARDSTOWN -- It has been 
said, “The youth are the future.”  
They are the ones who will 
grow up and make decisions 
that will affect others. In order 
to make these decisions they need guidance, wisdom 
and training. It is up to us as adults to see that they get 
that guidance. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train children to live 
the right way, and when they are old, they will not stray 
from it.” (NCV)

There was a need at the Beardstown First UMC to teach 
the youth. In September 2009 with three children as 
current attendees, a youth group was started. Michele 
Quigley, a wife and mother of four, became the youth 
coordinator. She serves as the Sunday School superinten-
dent, a Sunday School teacher and Youth Group Director.

The weekly schedule begins in September and goes on 
to Easter, with the youth providing the Sunrise Service 
and Breakfast on Easter morning. During the summer 
they will meet once a month 
with different activities or trips. 
It is open to Pre-K through 
high school. The youth group is 
named FourTwelve, taken from 
their theme verse 1 Timothy 
4:12: “Don’t let anyone look down 
on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 
(NIV) 

In the beginning they had just snacks, but then started to 
seek out a full-staffed “kitchen crew” to start feeding the 
kids a weekly full course dinner. The kids come through 
a meal line; have food and fellowship and they recite the 
Lord’s Prayer as a group. They also will at times recite the 

10 Commandments and explain what they mean. They 
will then split up into age groups with teachers for a les-
son.

What began as three regular attendees in 2009 has 
grown to an average of  65 each Wednesday night. To 
get the word out, there is a monthly newsletter, and a 
Facebook page with updates. Also a big way is to INVITE, 
INVITE, INVITE! A personal invitation can be just a spark. 
Michele suggests to her kids to invite their friends, and 
those already attending to invite more kids. She also car-
ries post cards in her purse with the info to hand out to 
those she will meet. Another way is wearing FourTwelve 
T-Shirts with catchy designs that are usually ordered once 
a year.

There are several activities the youth are involved in 
besides regular Sunday tasks. 
The church has the “Hands 
and Feet of Christ” orga-
nization that Quigley also 
supervises as an outreach 
mission to the community. 
Youth participate in whatever 

the outreach may be as well. They will visit the local nurs-
ing home each year at Christmas to sing carols, will do a 
summer activity with the residents, and participate in the 
nursing home parade during nursing home week.

They did a “cookie pay it forward” one night where they 
delivered cookies to the community and told the recipi-
ents to pay it forward. Also they have made appreciation 
gifts and delivered them to First Responder locations. 

They participate in Operation 
Shoe Box, packing shoe boxes 
with Samaritan’s Purse to send 
to children around the world for 
Christmas. In October each year, 
they will have a “Drug Aware-
ness” presentation for the kids, 
teaching them the dangers of 
drugs.

In November they have a “Family 
Feast,” where the families of the 
youth can join in a meal and fel-
lowship together before Thanks-
giving. They will also perform a Christmas program for 
the church congregation.

In January they go to a yearly middle school retreat in St. 
Louis called Quake. The youth must earn church partici-
pation points to have their tuition funded. Ways for them 
to earn points are attending Sunday Morning Services, 
Sunday School, Youth Group, helping in outreach, being 
an acolyte, or microphone runner on Sunday morn-
ings, ringing the bell for the Salvation Army at our local 
Walmart, etc. There are several kids from other commu-
nity churches that attend youth group, and they will take 
the initiative to be active at their church as well.

In April 2014 eight middle school-aged youth become 
confirmed with three getting baptized as well. Some of 
these kids were ones who started coming to youth group 
by the invitation of a friend.

Beardstown First UMC 

invests in its 
YOUTH

“Train children to live the right 
way, and when they are old, 
they will not stray from it.”

“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example  
  for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” (NIV)
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Church’s domestic violence 
response predates NFL news

Cover Story

BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) -- 

It could belong to the person sitting next to you 
in church each Sunday, says Ginger Grissom.

She knows from experience. For eight years, as ex-
ecutive director of the United Methodist-support-
ed Wesley House Community Center in Meridian, 
Miss., she has helped abuse survivors rebuild their 
lives. She is also a survivor, she says.

United Methodists, like Grissom, have been 
confronting family violence long before the NFL’s 
response to players’ assault charges was making 
headlines.

United Methodists for decades have helped sup-
port shelters for women and children. They also 
have worked with policymakers and law enforce-
ment to treat domestic violence not simply as a 
private matter but as a crime.

In the past five years, United Methodist Women 
and United Methodist Men have collaborated to 
provide training and advocacy on the issue. Other 
United Methodist agencies, including the Com-
mission on the Status and Role of Women and the 
Board of Church and Society, also are involved in 
advocacy. 

Still, Grissom and other advocates — including 
UMW and UMM executives — say church leaders 
can do more to address a problem seldom men-
tioned from the pulpit. 

A May 2014 survey by LifeWay Research, which 
included United Methodists, found about four in 
10 — 42 percent — of Protestant senior pastors 
“rarely” or “never” speak about domestic violence. 
Nearly three in 10 — 29 percent — said they be-

lieve domestic violence is not a problem in their 
church.

Those pastors are wrong, Grissom pointed out.

“The church needs to be open (to the fact) that 
domestic violence happens,” she said. “It’s hap-
pening to people in every church in the United 
States. The only way that we can fight it is to 
know that … and to be open to bringing in pro-
fessionals who deal with it every day.”

Daunting statistics
The numbers bear her out. About three in 10 
women and one in 10 men have experienced 
violence or stalking by a partner, according to the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline. 

What the Church teaches
The United Methodist Church addresses domestic 
violence in its Book of Discipline, which contains 
the denomination’s laws and teachings. Here is 
what the book says about “Family Violence and 
Abuse."

Domestic violence crosses all racial, cultural and 
socioeconomic lines. Perpetrators can include 
plumbers, business professionals and even clergy.

The people affected include not just abuse 
victims themselves but also their loved ones, 
especially their children.

Mississippi Area Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., like 
Grissom, has personal experience with the costs 
of domestic violence. When he was 18 in 1968, his 
mother was killed by his stepfather because she 
refused to give him money for alcohol.

His loss has shaped his ministry and has given 
him better understanding of why people stay in 
abusive relationships, he said.

“A lot of times, they are trying to be a savior of 
that man that they love,” he said.

Christian Response 
to Violence seminar
SPRINGFIELD -- The Laurel Peacemak-
ers group of Springfield Laurel UMC 
will be hosting A Christian Response 
to Violence seminar on Saturday, April 
11, beginning at 9 a.m.

The April 11 event is the first day-
long seminar of curriculum that was 
developed from legislation passed 
at the 2013 Annual Conference that 
sought to provide "encouragement 
and resources to local churches for 
opportunities to explore, discuss 
and dialogue about the spiritual and 
ethical issues related to the growing 
presence of violence in society and 
communities."

A group has put together curriculum 
that will be used at the event which 
can be downloaded at: www.igrc.org/
violence. A trial run of the seminar 
was conducted in July 2014 in Deca-
tur.

Registration for the seminar can 
be completed at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/violence 

The Laurel Peacemakers was orga-

nized more than 10 years ago as a 
group of concerned Laurel UMC who 
wanted to learn how to respond to 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as 
members of a Christian community. 
As a result of that concern, a seminar 
on the topic of just and unjust war 
based on United Methodist teaching 
was held.

Since that time, the group has 
evolved into a committed group of 
individuals dedicated to promoting 
social justice consistent with Christian 
beliefs. The group has collected funds 
to replace a house in Afghanistan de-
stroyed by war and to buy solar ovens 
for families in Haiti; participated in 
monthly peace vigils and in actions 
supporting our military; sponsored a 
presentation on nonviolence for the 
Springfield community by Rajmohan 
Gandhi, Gandhi's grandson and last 
year presented a series of seminars on 
a compassionate, Christian response 
to those who are homeless and ask 
for money on the street.  

What does the face of    
domestic violence look like?

United Methodist position on gun violence
Violence and, more particularly, violence to 

children and youth is a primary concern for United 
Methodists. We recognize and deplore violence which 
kills and injures children and youth. In the name 
of Christ, who came "and proclaimed peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near" 
(Ephesians 2:17) and challenged all his disciples to be 
peacemakers (Matthew 5:9), we call upon the church 
to affirm its faith through vigorous efforts to curb and 
eliminate gun violence.

Gun violence is killing children throughout the 
world, including the United States. In the United 
States alone, there are an estimated 223 million 
firearms. Approximately one out of every three house-
holds owns a handgun. The risk of handgun violence 
to children and youth is more prevalent in the United 
States today than in any previous generation. Com-

munities and schools in the United States are so ex-
posed to large numbers of privately owned guns that 
no mere attempts at providing slightly better security 
can match the awful threat of guns finding their way 
through our well-intentioned safety systems.

Many children go to school amidst passionately 
violent segments of current youth culture. No appeals 
to individual autonomy are sufficient to justify our 
church's ignorance of this threat. The need to prevent 
the incidence of firearm-related injury and death is 
an issue of increasing concern and a priority public 
health issue. The United Methodist Church is among 
those religious communions calling for social policies 
and personal lifestyles that bring an end to senseless 
gun violence.

Gun violence in US schools has emerged as a 
growing and disturbing trend. The United Method-MARCH 2015
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lieve domestic violence is not a problem in their 
church.

Those pastors are wrong, Grissom pointed out.

“The church needs to be open (to the fact) that 
domestic violence happens,” she said. “It’s hap-
pening to people in every church in the United 
States. The only way that we can fight it is to 
know that … and to be open to bringing in pro-
fessionals who deal with it every day.”

Daunting statistics
The numbers bear her out. About three in 10 
women and one in 10 men have experienced 
violence or stalking by a partner, according to the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline. 

What the Church teaches
The United Methodist Church addresses domestic 
violence in its Book of Discipline, which contains 
the denomination’s laws and teachings. Here is 
what the book says about “Family Violence and 
Abuse."

Domestic violence crosses all racial, cultural and 
socioeconomic lines. Perpetrators can include 
plumbers, business professionals and even clergy.

The people affected include not just abuse 
victims themselves but also their loved ones, 
especially their children.

Mississippi Area Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., like 
Grissom, has personal experience with the costs 
of domestic violence. When he was 18 in 1968, his 
mother was killed by his stepfather because she 
refused to give him money for alcohol.

His loss has shaped his ministry and has given 
him better understanding of why people stay in 
abusive relationships, he said.

“A lot of times, they are trying to be a savior of 
that man that they love,” he said.

“Pastors have to know that when they first offer 
assistance, they are probably going to be turned 
down. But if you remain a non-anxious presence, 
sooner or later that person will turn to you and 
you can offer resources to her.”

No matter the victim’s educational or financial 
background, leaving an abusive relationship is 
tough.

“Why do people stay? Most of the time it’s be-
cause of fear,” Grissom said. “And absolutely that 
fear is substantiated by statistics. The most dan-
gerous time for any victim of domestic violence is 
when she chooses to leave. People die.”

Grissom said it took her 15 years to leave. Her 
story is similar to many other abuse survivors’ 
firsthand accounts. She found herself isolated 
from family, banned from eating fattening food 
and under financial and spiritual control.

“The fact is that I am survivor, but I am a survivor 
by the grace of God,” she said.

Working with men
Gil Hanke, the top executive of United Method-
ist Men, told a recent meeting of his commission 
that only men can stop domestic violence.

Women historically have done a great job of 
drawing attention to the issue and protecting 
those escaping abuse, he told United Methodist 
News Service. Now, men must step up.

“It has to do with how they view women, how 
they talk about women, how they tolerate the 
demeaning of women in the media and in their 
everyday conversations,” Hanke said. “Principled 
Christian leaders who are men don’t talk like that 
and don’t listen to things like that, and they do 
not assert their position at the cost of someone 
else.”

People have the misconception that domestic 

violence results because the man is angry and 
has lost control, Hanke said. “In fact, it’s all about 
control.”

He now leads workshops that help men to think 
about how they treat and talk about women and 
help to raise awareness about domestic violence. 
United Methodist Men and United Method-
ist Women also work to connect churches with 
resources in addressing the problem.

What more the church should do
"Faith can either be a resource or a roadblock to 
ending violence," said Jane Fredricksen. She is the 
executive director of FaithTrust Institute, which 
educates religious groups in addressing sexual 
and domestic violence. The institute works with 
United Methodist Women to provide training.

"A victim of violence may experience a crisis of 
faith questioning 'Why did God let this happen to 
me?' or 'I can’t divorce my spouse because God 
hates divorce,'" Fredicksen said.

A church needs to be a safe place where the bat-
tered can disclose their doubts and fears and still 
be reminded they are children of God.

Harriett Jane Olson, the top executive of United 
Methodist Women, urges pastors to discuss do-
mestic violence with their congregations. But she 
warns that if they do, they should be prepared for 
people who feel trapped in abusive relationships 
to come forward.

Grissom stresses that when confronted with an 
abuse survivor, pastors should not try to go it 
alone in trying to help.

“When someone has been abused, they need 
someone with real skills devoted just to that,” said 
Grissom, who also is president of the Meridian 
District’s United Methodist Women. “If churches 
would pull in organizations that are already doing 
it, then they have resources so when — not if — it 

happens, ministers don’t have to be put in the 
middle. They don’t have to choose between the 
man and the woman.”

Swanson also advises pastors “not to try to be Su-
perman” and save the day. For one thing, he said, 
doing so could put that pastor at risk.

But he urges clergy to get to know local law 
enforcement and make resources available to 
congregants. He suggests putting resources 
in restrooms where women can look at them 
privately.

Swanson, who is president of United Methodist 
Men, said he sees God at work in the attention 
the NFL’s troubles have brought to the problem 
of domestic violence.

“I realize that the church has to do so much,” 
Swanson said. “If there is anything I have learned 
as bishop, it’s that there are so many forms of evil 
out there that we are called to address every day.

“But this is one I think that can unite as a church 
across so many different lines. If nothing else, we 
can create a groundswell of awareness.”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-
5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org

United Methodist position on gun violence
munities and schools in the United States are so ex-
posed to large numbers of privately owned guns that 
no mere attempts at providing slightly better security 
can match the awful threat of guns finding their way 
through our well-intentioned safety systems.

Many children go to school amidst passionately 
violent segments of current youth culture. No appeals 
to individual autonomy are sufficient to justify our 
church's ignorance of this threat. The need to prevent 
the incidence of firearm-related injury and death is 
an issue of increasing concern and a priority public 
health issue. The United Methodist Church is among 
those religious communions calling for social policies 
and personal lifestyles that bring an end to senseless 
gun violence.

Gun violence in US schools has emerged as a 
growing and disturbing trend. The United Method-

ist Church supports ministries that address the issue 
of violence and crime prevention for children/youth 
in urban areas through the Communities of Shalom. 
Violence is no longer confined to the streets of urban 
areas but has occurred at an increasing rate in US 
suburban communities. Over the past several years, 
high-profile cases of school shootings involving sub-
urban youth killing and injuring teachers and peers 
alike have once again brought the issue of guns and 
youth to the forefront of national attention.

Amnesty International reports that hundreds of 
thousands of people throughout the world are killed 
every year because of the unregulated small arms 
trade. The small arms trade, which includes such 
arms as assault weapons and shoulder-fired missiles, 
is legal but out of control. Amnesty International re-
ports that as many as 639 million small arms and light 

weapons are in circulation 
around the world. The 
small arms trade incites 
local conflicts, which so 
often leads to unnec-
essary human rights 
abuses. The prolifera-
tion of small arms has 
led to the forced recruitment 
of children into war and local ethnic 
conflicts escalating into destabilizing regional 
warfare. We urge all nations where there is a presence 
of The United Methodist Church to participate in the 
process of developing a legally-binding Arms Trade 
Treaty through the United Nations to regulate the 
transfer of all small arms and light weapons so as to 
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curb gun violence throughout the world.
These acts of senseless violence should not be an ac-

ceptable occurrence in any community: suburban, urban, 
or rural. The church must continue to address these is-
sues of violence and develop programs to enrich the lives 
of all children/youth.

In light of the increase of gun violence affecting the 
lives of children and youth, we call upon The United 
Methodist Church to:

1. convene workshops of clergy and mental health 
care professionals from communities (urban, ru-
ral, and suburban) in which gun violence has had 
a significant impact in order to discuss ways by 
which The United Methodist Church should re-
spond to this growing tragedy, and to determine 
what role the church should take in facilitating 
dialogue to address the issue of gun violence in 
our schools and among our children;

2. educate the United Methodist community (par-
ents, children, and youth) on gun safety, violence 

prevention, adult responsibility around 
gun violence prevention, and the public 
health impact of gun violence;

3. identify community-based, state, and 
national organizations working on the 
issue of gun violence and seek their as-
sistance to design education and pre-
vention workshops around the issue of gun 
violence and its effect on children and youth;

4. develop advocacy groups within local congrega-
tions to advocate for the eventual reduction of 
the availability of guns in society with a particu-
lar emphasis upon handguns, handgun am-
munition, assault weapons, automatic weapons, 
automatic weapon conversion kits, and guns that 
cannot be detected by traditionally used metal 
detection devices. These groups can be linked to 
community-based, state, and national organiza-
tions working on gun and violence issues;

5. support federal legislation in the US Congress to 
regulate the importation, manufacturing, sale, 
and possession of guns and ammunition by the 
general public. Such legislation should include 
provisions for the registration and licensing of 
gun purchasers and owners, appropriate back-
ground investigation and waiting periods prior to 
gun purchase, and regulation of subsequent sale;

6. call upon all governments of the world in which 
there is a United Methodist presence to establish 
national bans on ownership by the general public 
of handguns, assault weapons, automatic weapon 
conversion kits, and weapons that cannot be 
detected by traditionally used metal-detection 
devices;

7. call upon the print, broadcasting, and electronic 

media, as well as the entertainment 
industry, to refrain from promoting gun usage to 
children;

8. discourage the graphic depiction and glorifica-
tion of violence by the entertainment industry, 
which greatly influences our society, and recom-
mend that these issues be addressed through 
education and consciousness raising;

9. call upon the federal and state governments to 
provide significant assistance to victims of gun 
violence and their families;

10. recommend that annual conferences make visible 
public witness to the sin of gun violence and to 
the hope of community healing; and

11. reflecting the traditional role of The United 
Methodist Church has been one of safety and 
sanctuary, every United Methodist Church is of-
ficially declared a weapon-free zone.

ADOPTED 2000
REVISED AND READOPTED 2008
Resolution #3426, 2008 Book of Resolutions
Resolution #251, 2004 Book of Resolutions
Resolution #235, 2000 Book of Resolutions
See Social Principles, ¶ 162.

From The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist 
Church - 2012. Copyright © 2012 by The United Method-
ist Publishing House. Used by permission.

Here in the United States of America, clergy and 
laity are not paralyzed because of our various views on 
homosexuality or even the changes in state laws around 
the institution of marriage; we are paralyzed because 
we have no platform that allows for holy conferencing 
as one body in the United States of America to address 
those things that are most central to the continuation 
of our mission and ministry. To create such a platform 
would require the opening of our constitution but it 
would not sever nor weaken the connection as some 
threaten. 

It would, in my view, strengthen our global con-
nection by empowering us to focus on Global Missions 
and Ministries when the global family gathers and on 
National Ministries and Missions when our national 
family gathers, which is a privilege afforded to every 
Central Conference.  

I do not have an answer for all of the questions that 
are causing great anxiety in my United Methodist fam-
ily. However, I am convinced that creating a platform 
that will lead us toward reconciliation is the mission 
that my family is called to embrace in this season. 
Threatening to dismantle the denomination is not 
God’s way; bullying one another is not God’s way. God 
is calling us to move beyond the rhetoric of resolutions 
to a place of reconciliation; a place where there will be 
no winner and loser; mediation, not litigation; restora-
tion, not adjudication. 

Rather than tearing our family apart; rather than 
cheering on conservatives, moderates or liberals; rather 
than naming camps, the time has come for us to create 
space for silence. Holy sacred silence. Listening space. 
All who are crying, all are our sisters and brothers; can 
we hear each other’s cries beyond our own fears and 
insecurities? Have we enough trust in God and God’s 
faithfulness among us that we could dare open up our 
hearts and ears and listen to each other without judg-
ing, bullying or blaming?

May it be so!

(Reprinted with permission from the Sharing in Faith 
Section of the website of The United Methodist Church, 
www.umc.org, posted Feb. 18)

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

It’s time to take gun violence seriously
BY JESSE CAREY

Between Thursday evening and 
Sunday on July 4 weekend, 82 people 
were shot in the city of Chicago. Of 
those, 14 died. Those numbers—from 
one American city over the course of a 
single weekend—represent more gun 
violence than some developed countries experience in an 
entire year.

Every 16 minutes for an entire year, someone was killed by 
a gun.

But this isn’t just about numbers.

This isn’t just about legislation.

This isn’t just about your opinion on gun ownership.

This is about brokenness.

This isn’t just about numbers. This isn’t just about legisla-
tion. This isn’t just about your opinion on gun ownership. 
This is about brokenness.

When a country with the resources, wealth, power and 
influence of the United States becomes increasingly noto-
rious for its gun violence, something is badly broken. If the 
Church is called to be the Body of Christ, then it’s our job 
to recognize what’s broken and seek restoration.

The Problem with the Gun Discussion
Part of the problem for Christians is that guns have 
become a divisive issue, not just in American culture but, 
heartbreakingly, also in the Church. We live in a culture 
where churches that give away assault rifles during a 
service and Christians that seek strict limits on gun sales 
ultimately practice the same faith.

Both sides of the gun debate use their own biblical justi-
fication to validate their opinion on whether or not more 
should be done to limit access to firearms.

Many Christians are passionate about stopping the prolif-
eration of guns.

Many others are responsible gun owners themselves, and 
will never use it to perpetrate violence.

The issue has become so divisive that just expressing an 
opinion about gun ownership is enough to spark a social 
media fight, fuel accusations of politically radical ideas or 
even cause division among fellow believers.

Both sides may have legitimate concerns. And in the long 
run, activism may spark political action or reforms. But 
for the time being, just debating the issue won’t solve the 
problem that we’re facing right now.

The Politics
The Second Amendment and ideas about gun control 
are contentious, politically loaded issues, often carrying 
cultural implications. They are socially and legally complex, 
and there are massive lobbying organizations vested in 
fighting on either side.

The reality is, the political and legislative stalemate over 
what to do about guns in this country is unlikely to end 
soon, but the Church should be able to find common 
ground even when our political system and polarized 
culture can not. Because the problem of gun violence is a 
daily reality.

The one thing that we can unite on as Christians—no mat-
ter what your opinion on policy is—is that gun violence in 
America is an indication of deep spiritual and moral issues 
that the Church must seek to fix.

Unlooked for Causes. Unlikely Solutions
If we, as members of the Church who have strong opinions 
about this issue, would devote the same amount of time to 
ministering to people in need as we do arguing about gun 
legislation, we may start actually seeing the change we all 
want.

A major portion of gun violence in America is the result of 
suicide. Gang violence or drugs are also involved in a large 
number of shootings. In some recent high-profile mass 
shootings, mental illness is believed to have played a role.

No matter our views on gun ownership, every Christian’s 
role in these issues is clear: We are called to help.

Advocacy and passion for a particular legislative issue 
aren’t bad things. But when they aren’t balanced with actu-
ally praying for those who are hurting, meeting the needs 
of those who are faced with difficult situations, preaching 
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Imagine No Malaria recognized 
as Superhero at global meeting

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Imagine No Malaria, an 
initiative of The United Methodist Church to prevent 
and treat malaria, has received a Superhero Award from 
the Rotarians Action Group on Malaria. The award was 
given during the recent annual meeting of the Alliance 
for Malaria Prevention in Geneva.

Imagine No Malaria, the only faith-based organi-
zation represented among the award recipients, was 
recognized for its grassroots efforts in reaching rural 
and hard-to-reach areas with its prevention methods. 
Dr. Olusimbo Ige, executive director, Global Health for 
the General Board of Global Ministries was on hand to 
receive the award, which was signified by the bestowing 
of a red “superhero” cape. Drake Zimmerman, vice chair 
of the Rotarians Action Group on Malaria, made the 
presentation.

“Rotarians Action Group on Malaria and all of 
Alliance for Malaria Prevention recognize the unique 
contributions of The United Methodist Church to 
malaria control, which is why we singled out The United 
Methodist Church’s Imagine No Malaria initiative as the 
only faith-based effort we honor this year,” Zimmerman 
said.

“The award honors the size, breadth and ongoing 
dedication of The United Methodist Church’s work, in 
which thousands upon thousands have donated, result-
ing in thousands of children being alive today, thriving 
today, in many countries! The contributions of United 
Methodists from across the globe, especially in the U.S. 
and Canada, means tens of millions of people now live 
healthier and more prosperous lives.

“Solve malaria and you solve so many other prob-
lems,” Zimmerman said. “Better stated, healthy people 
can solve their own problems! Malaria control makes 
prosperity possible now. The subcontinent is booming 
where it languished for so long, thanks in part to your 
generous gifts and tireless efforts. We say ‘thank you’ for 
the outstanding and ongoing work and sustained dedica-
tion.”

The Alliance for Malaria Prevention, with more than 
40 partners, is a coalition of government, nonprofit, 
private sector, humanitarian and faith-based agencies 
working for malaria control.

Imagine No Malaria is committed to ending death 
and suffering from malaria through prevention, commu-
nication, trained health workers and facilities, and grass-
roots education. To date, INM has raised 86 percent of 
its goal with more than $65 million in gifts and pledges. 
United Methodists across the world are working hard 
to reach and celebrate the initiative’s $75 million goal 
before the denomination’s General Conference in 2016.

Safe, secure and easy giving opportunities are avail-
able on the site so that anyone can participate and join 
the effort to eliminate this disease. Visitors can make 
one-time gifts and pledges of any amount, but many 
individuals participate with a recurring pledge of $28 per 
month over three years, to potentially save the lives of up 
to 100 children at risk for contracting the deadly disease.

Additionally, visitors can get a glimpse at the lives 
Imagine No Malaria is changing through video diaries, 
touching photos and news stories.

Connectional NEWS

One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering un-
dergirds UMCOR work
When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 earth-
quake or Hurricane Sandy of 2012—so many watching the 
drama unfold on our living room televisions feel entirely 
helpless. How could any one person make a difference in the 
wake of such widespread devastation? As responders around 
the globe scramble to help survivors, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), is prepared to act.

So don’t be fooled by the word committee.

Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to 
meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of 
World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in desper-
ate need—today throughout more than eighty countries 
around the world.

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s some-
thing “we” do.

When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His 
Name

That’s because your generous giving to One Great Hour of 
Sharing is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs 
of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in 
their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-
given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or 
gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or 
chronic need.

Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassion-
ate response to human suffering continues today:

•  When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded

•  When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we 
responded

•  When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we 
responded

•  And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared 
to respond

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who 
suffer because United Methodists give through One Great 
Hour of Sharing.  In fact, it’s your generous giving that allows 
us to respond when disaster strikes.

Not “they.”

We.

Ensure the United Methodist Church Can Keep Helping

Will you continue to give to One Great Hour of Sharing? Will 
you continue to meet the needs of the children, families and 
communities who’ve experienced devastation in the wake of 
disaster?

When we meet the needs of those who suffer we actually 
minister to Jesus, who said:

“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and 
you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  
I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and 
you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.” (Mt. 
25:35-36, CEB)

As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who are reeling in 
the wake of disaster.

Visit www.umcgiving.org/OGHS to read more and to order re-
sources for promoting this Special Sunday offering March 15.

to those who need truth and fixing the things that are 
broken, then we have our priorities wrong.

Are we willing to seriously commit to spending as much 
time as we do debating about issues like gun violence 
as we are to actually helping the people affected by it?

God Is Bigger Than Guns
The challenge is this: Are we willing to seriously com-
mit to spending as much time as we do debating about 
issues like gun violence as we are to actually helping the 
people affected by it?

For every hour we spend advocating for our side of the 
issue, are we willing to spend time volunteering with a 
suicide prevention organization?

To visit people in prison?

To work with our churches to minister to those affected 
by drugs or gang violence?

Many in the Church have already dedicated their lives to 
helping these communities. It's what we’re called to do.

When it comes to legislation that would limit access to 
guns or further preserve the current rights to own them, 
change may or may not be on the horizon. But, if every 
Christian would commit to looking to the source of gun 
violence that takes lives every few minutes, the real 
change may start sooner than we could imagine.

(Jesse Carey is a contributing editor to Relevant Magazine. 
Used with permission from Carey’s blog post of Aug. 6, 
2014, www.relevantmagazine.com)

BROKENNESS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

UMNS photo by Mike DuBose
Joy Royer points to where the outside wall of his bedroom stood prior to the 
deadly tornado that swept through Joplin, Mo. Royer survived in a nearby closet. 

UMNS Photo by Mike DuBose
A children's choir welcomes visitors to Fulawahun village near Bo, Sierra Leone in April 2014. Several villages in the Bo district will receive new, 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets from the United Methodist Church's Imagine No Malaria campaign in the first planned redistribution to replace 
nets given in 2010.
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Photo by Julu Swen 
Dr. Francis Kateh, right, and Dr. Stephen B. Kennedy, left, took the experimental Ebola vac-
cine and testified before Liberia’s legislature that the vaccine trials are safe. 

Looking toward change in relations with Cuba
BY LINDA BLOOM

NEW YORK (UMNS) – U.S. religious leaders 
played an unofficial but significant role in the negotia-
tions that led to the Obama Administration’s restoration 
of full diplomatic relations with Cuba, says a United 
Methodist pastor.

The Rev. John McCullough, the top executive of 
Church World Service, said an ecumenical coalition 
embarked on its own diplomatic mission, hoping “to 
bring a sense of clarity” between the U.S. and Cuban 
governments. That mission was related to discussions 
over humanitarian concerns for Alan Gross, an Ameri-
can imprisoned in Cuba, and three members of the 
“Cuban Five” remaining in U.S. prisons.

“As an ecumenical strategy, we became focused like 
a laser beam on the humanitarian crisis,” he explained. 
“One of the real difficulties was that neither government 
wanted to be the first to make the move because of the 
level of distrust.”

During a Dec. 17 news conference, President 
Obama announced the prisoner releases by Cuba and 
the U.S., along with policy changes normalizing travel, 
banking and trade relations.

This week, both the U.S. Senate and House are hold-
ing committee hearings on the impact of those changes.

The religious advocacy efforts included consultation 
from the leadership of different denominations – in-
cluding The United Methodist Church – and outreach 
to others, such as the Jewish and Roman Catholic com-

munities and state councils of churches.
“It was a very loud and a very consistent and a 

very determined clarion call for change,” McCullough 
stressed. “I believe that this change in policy would not 
have happened had that not been the case.”

Jim Winkler, who was involved as the top executive 
of the United Methodist Board of Church and Soci-
ety and, currently, the National Council of Churches, 
agreed.

“I believe the longstanding advocacy of CWS, the 
NCC and our member denominations has been es-
sential to encouraging the Obama Administration to 
move toward normalizing relations with Cuba,” he told 
United Methodist News Service.
Connecting through mission

The connection between United Methodists and 
the Methodist Church in Cuba has flourished in recent 
years.In January, an 11-member group from the Arkan-
sas Conference became the denomination's first volun-
teer team to arrive in Havana after Obama's announce-
ment. They contributed to a long-term project to build 
housing for Cuban Methodist seminary professors.

Team leader Nechi Fullerton – who has traveled to 
Cuba four times since 2012 and is in frequent contact 
with Cuban Methodists – said she expects any official 
changes between the U.S. and Cuba to occur slowly.

“The people there are very excited and very hope-
ful, much more optimistic than I am,” added Fullerton, a 
member of First United Methodist Church in Little Rock.

U.S. volunteer teams bring construction supplies, 
medicines and other needed items, but “relationships 
with the people are more important than the project,” 
she pointed out. “They are the most inspiring people I 
have met. What they have done with what they have is 
absolutely amazing.”
Ongoing commitment to better relations

McCullough, who estimates that he has traveled 
to Cuba about 20 times since his first visit in the early 
1990s while working for the Board of Global Ministries, 
has similar feelings.

“A lot of Americans, which was true in my case, 
experience the Cubans as very a warm and gracious 
people,” he explained. “So it was painful to not be able 
to more actively engage with each other.”

Encouraging better relations between the U.S. and 
Cuba has been an ongoing commitment for CWS 
and its partners, and McCullough “has really taken a 
lead and made this a priority for his engagement and 
advocacy,” said Martin Shupack, the CWS director of 
advocacy.

“It’s really a global issue and it’s a humanitarian 
issue,” Shupack added. “As a humanitarian organiza-
tion, we care about the Cuban people; we care about the 
Cuban churches.”

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multi-
media reporter based in New York. Follow her at http://
twitter.com/umcscribe or contact her at (646) 369-3759 
or newsdesk@umcom.org

United Methodist doctor, MacMurray 
grad gets trial Ebola vaccine

Ganta hospital 
administrator 
steps down
BY JULU SWEN

GANTA, Liberia (UMNS) – Victor Doolakeh Taryor, a 
United Methodist missionary, has left Ganta United Meth-
odist Hospital after eight years as its administrator. He is 
planning to serve as a consultant.

During his tenure as administrator, he oversaw the hospi-
tal’s response to health problems rarely seen in the United 
States. These problems included fistula, often endured 
by women who have been raped multiple times, and the 
worst Ebola outbreak in history.

“UMC Ganta hospital is well prepared to respond to any 
Ebola outbreak more than we were when the Ebola virus 
first hit Liberia,” said Taryor, who is also co-chairperson of 
the Nimba County Ebola Task Force.

He joined the hospital’s staff in 1986 as a student. He rose 
through the ranks, holding the position of shift supervisor 
and later director of nursing services before becoming 
administrator.

In 2008, the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
commissioned Taryor as a missionary in its Global Health 
Missionary Program.

“Community service has always been my passion,” he 
told a gathering of Ganta Hospital staff and other United 
Methodists.

During the sending off service at Miller McAllister United 
Methodist Church, the Rev. James Z. Labala described 
Taryor as a faithful servant of the church. Labala, the 
former pastor on the church, is now superintendent of the 
Gompa district.

“Your faithfulness in doing small jobs will lead to greater 
responsibilities,” the pastor told Taryor.

The Rev. Samuel Quire, assistant to Liberia Area Bishop 
John Innis, credited Taryor with establishing a good work-
ing relationship between Ganta hospital and the nation’s 
Ministry of Health.

Nora Keah is now serving as interim administrator of the 
hospital until the United Methodist Church in Liberia can 
recruit a new administrator.

*Swen is editor and publisher of West African Writers, an on-
line publication about United Methodist happenings in West 
Africa and assists the denomination in Liberia with coverage 
for United Methodist Communications.

BY JULU SWEN

MONROVIA, Liberia (UMNS) – A United Methodist 
doctor took the trial Ebola vaccine because he wanted to 
encourage others to volunteer.

Dr. Francis Kateh, a former administrator of the Ganta 
United Methodist Hospital and a graduate of MacMurray 
College, was among 12 volunteers who took the vaccine 
as the first large-scale trials of two experimental vaccines 
against the deadly virus 
began in Liberia.

“I had to come for-
ward to take it since it 
is my duty to encourage 
people to volunteer their 
services in participating 
in this Ebola trial vaccine 
process,” said Kateh, who 
is now chief medical of-
ficer of the Jackson F. Doe 
Memorial Hospital in 
Tappita, Nimba County.

Kateh said he was 
simply fulfilling his Chris-
tian duty of leading the 
way in all things.

Ebola cases have 
steadily declined in Liberia, 
although last week new 
cases in West Africa inched up for the first time this year, 
so there is still danger of resurgence, according to the 
World Health Organization. There were five new cases 
in Liberia last week, where more than 9,000 people have 
been infected since the epidemic began and 3,746 have 
died.

Kateh said The United Methodist Church has worked 
for the greater good of Liberia since the civil war, when 
the church was the first to reach to places that others did 
not want to go, and he hopes that leadership will continue.

“It will be good if The United Methodist Church offer 
their medical facilities for the Ebola trial vaccine when the 
request is made by the government of Liberia,” Kateh said.

Goal is 30,000 immunizations
Scientists hope to immunize 30,000 volunteers.

Kateh got the vaccine at the Redemption Hospital in 
New Kru Town, a suburb of Monrovia. The Redemption 
Hospital trial is expected to vaccinate 600 Liberians who 
volunteer.

Kateh said he weighed the dangers of taking a trial 
vaccine, but decided to go ahead. He said so far he had ex-
perienced some momentary muscle pain and an elevation 
in his temperature, but was feeling much better.

Kateh also accom-
panied officials of the 
Ministry of Health and 
Social Welfare who 
were subpoenaed to ap-
pear before the Senate 
Committee on Health 
to answer questions 
about the vaccine trial. 
He testified that the 
vaccine was in the best 
interests of the Liberian 
people and the rest of 
the world.

“There must be 
Liberians who will be 
in the frontline of this 
clinical trial process no 

matter what the outcome 
will be,” he said.

The National Legislature, Liberia’s equivalent of the 
U.S. Congress, questioned the health ministry officials 
for what they referred to as the failure of the officials to 
inform them before starting the vaccination program in 
Liberia.

Dr. Stephen N. Kennedy, coordinator of Ebola research 
and co-investigator of the trial vaccine study, apologized 
on behalf of Health Ministry officials and promised to im-
prove the dissemination of information about the vaccine. 
“All the safety measures from phase one to where we are in 
this vaccination process have been checked and certified 
for the good of the Liberian people,” he said.

*Swen is editor and publisher of West African Writers, 
an online publication about United Methodist happenings 
in West Africa and assists the denomination in Liberia with 
coverage for United Methodist Communications.
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Heifer Project FEATURE

BY CINDY LADAGE
The Prairie Land Buzz

GIRARD -- A little catalog changed Barb Oakes’ life in 2001. 

It was then that this state social worker received a catalog 
from Heifer International. After reading the material, 
Oakes found that the core to Heifer International is what 
they refer to as “Passing on the Gift.”

The plan is simple: Families are provided with livestock 
that will serve as a way for them to make a living. They 
then share the training they receive and pass on the first 
female offspring of their livestock whether it be a cow, 

water buffalo, chicken or some 
other animal to another family. 
Heifer’s website (www.heifer.
org) explains, “This (passing on of 
offspring) extends the impact of 
the original gift, allowing a once 

impoverished family to become donors and full partici-
pants on improving their communities.”

Now 13 years later, Oakes is an Area Volunteer Coordinator 
for Heifer International and has been part of this group 
since 2002. It was in 2002 that Oakes retired from her job 
as a social worker for the Illinois Department of Children 
and Family Services. In 2006, she moved from Springfield 
to nearby Girard.

A HAND UP, NOT A HAND OUT
Traveling to Poland, the Czech Republic, the Philippines, 
Honduras and Armenia as well as all over the United 
States, Oakes has been a part of several study tours which 
Heifer International has completed over the years. The 
study tours offered her a chance to see first-hand how the 
projects worked. It has been a life-changing experience 
– not only for Oakes but for those with whom Oakes has 
worked.

“I had served people all my life and knew that people 
don’t want handouts, they need a hand up. I could see 
how this could work,” she said.

Oakes recalls one Polish woman that received honey bees 
as her project and provided homemade bread and honey 
for school lunches until she could pass on a new hive.

“We help a lot of orphanages,” she said. “Pass alongs can 
also be to provide them milk.”

When she saw the purpose of every Heifer project is to 
help families achieve self-reliance, Oakes was hooked. She 
contacted the regional office in Goshen, Ind., and soon 
was serving in an educational role talking to churches and 
schools about Heifer International.

 THE BEGINNINGS
Heifer International has its roots in Northern Indiana. 

“The founder, Dan West lived near Goshen. He was an edu-
cator and a member of the Church of the Brethren who 
were conscientious objectors,” Oakes said.

West served as a relief worker in Spain during the Span-
ish Civil War. “He was originally sent to Spain in 1937 and 
returned in 1939,” Oakes said. “The Brethren would go to 
take care of refugees and they insisted on helping those 
on both sides of the war.”

The program with which West worked offered hungry 
men, women and children powdered milk.

“Dan was bothered by seeing parents so down-hearted 
because they couldn’t take care of their family. They 
always ran out of powdered milk before they were done 
and they told him they 
were going to start 
weighing babies and 
those that were too 
small they couldn’t serve 
anymore,” Oakes said. 
“This bothered Dan 
and he said, ‘what these 
children need is a cow 
not a cup.’”

When West arrived back 
home he presented the 
idea of taking real cows 
to those in need to his 
neighbors and church and this led to the formation of the 
Heifers for Relief Committee in 1939. The charity became 
incorporated in 1944. Guided by the philosophy of “teach-
ing a man to fish,” their first shipment of 17 heifers were 
sent to Puerto Rico. Shipments were sent to Europe and 
Greece and other places after the war.

Peggy Reif Miller gathered information about the men 
and ships that delivered the livestock to war torn coun-
tries following World War II:

“…the Brethren Service Committee had over 1,000 heifers 
ready to ship, but no ships. The United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation (UNRRA), created by 43 nations to provide 
post-war relief in November 1943 also had a dilemma. 
They had ships but no cattle tenders for the 200,000 head 
of livestock they planned to ship to devastated countries. 
UNRRA knew about the Brethren shipment to Puerto 
Rico and the interest of the Brethren in sending heifers to 
Europe, and a partnership was born. The Brethren Service 
Committee would recruit the livestock attendants for 
UNRRA’s shipments, and UNRRA would ship the Brethren 
heifers free of charge.”

The men that worked with the livestock were dubbed 
“Seagoing Cowboys” and between June 24, 1945, and 
mid-1947, more than 7,000 men and boys from across the 
United States and Canada volunteered to serve. The sto-
ries of these men served as fodder for a book (See http://
www.seagoingcowboys.com for more information).

Since the 1980’s animals are picked from countries where 
the program is underway rather than shipped from the 
United States.

“We have been in the countries long enough that they 
can get the animals there,” Oakes said. “I was in Poland in 

2005 and we bought animals from 
a farmer that we helped years ago. 
We can trace animals back to the first 
shipment.”

In Perryville, Ark., the Heifer Ranch is 
where the animals were kept before 
sending out a shipment. Today, the 
ranch is an educational place where 
groups can come and learn about 
world hunger and sustainability.

Heifer International has been in 124 
countries over the history of the orga-
nization and today, they are currently 
active in 30 countries.

Oakes provides presentations and works with projects all 
over the United States. In 2005, she was named Volunteer 
of the Year for Heifer’s Midwest Region of the U.S. In 2007, 
Blackburn College in Carlinville recognized her with the 
Alumni Humanitarian of the year Award for her work with 
Heifer and several other social service ventures in central 
Illinois.

She is available to speak to groups, present information 
tables for educational events and church conventions and 
to assist groups with Heifer fundraising projects. Contact 
Oakes at barb470218@gmail.com or 217-341-8448.

“This (passing on of offspring) extends the impact of the original gift, allowing a once 
impoverished family to become donors and full participants on improving their communities.”

A laywoman’s 
JOURNEY with 
   Heifer International

“What these 
children need is 
a cow not a cup.”

Photos by Geoff Bugbee, courtesy of Heifer International
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Conference NEWS

Requests for displays,                
special meals   
Interested groups that wish to reserve dis-
plays and space for a special meal during 
the 2015 Annual Conference may do so by 
filing their requests online.

Groups requesting space for special meals 
must have their request filed by March 10.

Deadline for requesting display space is 
March 27.

Please refer to the Conference Standing 
Rules for guidelines concerning eligibility 
for making both requests.

To complete your request to host a special 
meal at Annual Conference, visit: www.
igrc.org/ac2015specialmeals. 

To complete your request for display space 
at Annual Conference, visit: www.igrc.org/
ac2015displays. 

Christian Response to                  
Violence seminar                          
The Laurel Peacemakers group of Spring-
field Laurel UMC, in cooperation with the 
Sangamon River District, will be hosting A 
Christian Response to Violence seminar on 
Saturday, April 11, beginning at 9 a.m.

The April 11 event is the first day-long 
seminar of curriculum that was developed 
from legislation passed at the 2013 An-
nual Conference that sought to provide 
"encouragement and resources to local 
churches for opportunities to explore, 
discuss and dialogue about the spiritual 

and ethical issues related to the growing 
presence of violence in society and com-
munities."

A group has put together curriculum 
that will be used at the event and will be 
posted later this week on the IGRC website. 
A trial run of the seminar was conducted in 
July 2014 in Decatur.

The Laurel Peacemakers was organized 
more than 10 years ago as a group of con-
cerned Laurel UMC who wanted to learn 
how to respond to the wars in Afghani-
stan and Iraq as members of a Christian 
community. As a result of that concern, a 
seminar on the topic of just and unjust war 
based on United Methodist teaching was 
held.

Since that time, the group has evolved into 
a committed group of individuals dedicat-
ed to promoting social justice consistent 
with Christian beliefs. The group has col-
lected funds to replace a house in Afghani-
stan destroyed by war and to buy solar 
ovens for families in Haiti; participated in 
monthly peace vigils and in actions sup-
porting our military; sponsored a presen-
tation on nonviolence for the Springfield 
community by Rajmohan Gandhi, Gandhi's 
grandson and last year presented a series 
of seminars on a compassionate, Christian 
response to those who are homeless and 
ask for money on the street.  

To register for the event, visit: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/violence. The materials 
which will be used for the event can be 
downloaded in advance at: http://www.
igrc.org/violence. 

Hotels for 2015 Annual            
Conference posted
A listing of those hotels in the Peoria 
Area that are offering a block rate for the 
2015 Annual Conference has been posted 
online.

There have been several additional hotels 
added since it was first posted a week ago. 
The way to guarantee a certain hotel is to 
reserve your room now. 

Make sure you mention the "Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference" when making 
your rate to assure group pricing.

The 2015 Annual Conference will be June 
10-13 at the Peoria Civic Center.

For a listing of hotels within the Annual 
Conference block, visit: www.igrc.org/
ac2015hotels.

 Troy UMC hosts Only Four 
Things seminar 
Troy UMC will be hosting author and 
church growth consultant Bill Easum for 
Only Four Things seminar on Saturday, 
April 25, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 The seminar is based upon the Four Core 
Processes outlined in their Effective Staff-
ing book, This event will help provide the 
momentum to break through the barriers 
that are holding your church back.

For more information, visit: http://
troyumc.publishpath.com/fourthings 

COSROW hosting Do No Harm 
2015
The Inter-agency Sexual Ethics Task Force, 
convened by the General Commission 
on the Status and Role of Women has 
announced that early registration is now 
open for "Do No Harm 2015: Best Practices 
for Health, Accountability, and Wholeness," 
which will be held Oct. 15-17, in Chicago.

"Do No Harm 2015" is a sexual ethics sum-
mit addressing the most recent develop-
ments and challenges in prevention of 
and response to abuse, misconduct, and 
harassment of a sexual nature, particularly 
by persons in ministerial roles (both lay 
and clergy) within The United Methodist 
Church. Topics will address the cultivation 
of healthy ministerial relationships at all 
levels and settings of the church.

You will find more information by visiting: 
http://www.gcsrw.org/donoharm2015

Save this Date: Bishop's Golf 
Outing May 15
The Fourth Annual Bishop's Open will be 
held on Friday, May 15, at the Edgewood 
Golf Club near Auburn.

The outing is co-sponsored by The United 
Methodist Foundation and the IGRC 
United Methodist Men.

Proceeds from the golf outing will go 
toward the Making Dreams Possible for 
Africa University scholarships. 

To register for the outing, visit: www.igrc.
org/bishopsopen2015. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Speakers for Prentice,  
Cartwright sermons 
announced                                

The Conference Com-
mission on Archives and 
History have announced 
speakers for its two 
sponsored sermons for 
2015.

The Prentice sermon will be delivered on Sunday, 
April 26, at the Virginia UMC. Rev. Dr. Thomas Logsdon, 
IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries, will be the 
preacher. Services will be at 8 and 10 a.m. 

The Annual Peter Cartwright sermon will be at 
Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant Plains will be on Sun-
day, Oct. 11 at 10:30 a.m.

Rev. John Sims, former chair of the Commission on 
Archives and History for the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, will  be speaking.

The Prentice Sermon began with a 1922 bequest 
from a Methodist layman  Hiram Buck Prentice, who 
wished to honor Methodist circuit riding preachers 
and their untiring proclamation of the gospel.

Each year, the sermon is an observance aimed at 
carrying out the duty to recover, preserve and transmit 
their heritage.

US-2 missionary deadline
March 31 is the deadline for applications for Global 

Mission Fellows US-2 missionaries through the General 
Board of Global Ministries.

The program is a two-year program aimed at pro-
viding missionaries within the United States.

For more information, visit: www.umcmission.org/
gmfellows.

IGRC clergy email accounts to end March 1
O'FALLON -- Due to re-

cent problems with the IGRC 
email system that cannot be 
resolved, IGRC clergy email 
accounts will be ended on 
March 1 following approval 
of a policy change Feb. 12 by 
the Conference Information 
Technology User's group.

The announcement was 
made by Rick Van Giesen, 
director of administrative 
services at Covenant Keepers 
2015.

Pastors are being asked to provide their District 
office with an alternative, non-IGRC email address 
which they would designate to receive IGRC email. If 
the pastor changes his/her email address, it will be their 
responsibility to notify the District and Conference 
offices of the change of address. Cards were provided to 
Covenant Keeper attendees to complete if they wished 
to get “a head start” in addressing this issue.

Pastors can also provide the new email address on-
line by visiting www.igrc.org/emailchange and complet-
ing the form. The form also asks pastors if they wish for 
the new email address to be subscribed to the Confer-
ence List Serv for death notices, prayers concerns and 
other timely news items.

IGRC email addresses for conference staff, confer-
ence ministries and district offices will remain un-
changed.

In light of the Feb. 12 approval of policy, a resolution 
will be brought to the 2015 Annual Conference, seek-
ing the repeal of legislation passed seven years ago and 
aligning the new practice with a revised policy. Nor-
mally, a policy change would need to be made before 
any action could be taken, but conference leadership has 
deemed this an “emergency situation” needing immedi-

ate attention.
IGRC Director of Com-

munication Ministries Paul 
Black said that the 2008 
Annual Conference approved 
a mandatory email system 
which was to be used for 
conference communications. 
“At that time, the issue was 
portability,” Black said. “More 
than 80 percent of pastors (in 
2008) had email addresses 
that were tied to their inter-
net service provider. When 

clergy moved, district and conference offices expended 
a great deal of time and manpower tracking down new 
email addresses. Now, with the popularity of Gmail, 
Hotmail, Yahoo and Outlook addresses, portability has 
been addressed and with the change in policy, respon-
sibility for keeping the address properly updated rests 
with the clergy where it should reside.”

Over the past several months, the IGRC email 
system has been compromised due to infected ma-
chines opening the email system. When the infection 
gets inside the email account, it triggered spam email 
by the hundreds each minute, causing the entire IGRC.
org domain to be blacklisted by other internet service 
providers because individual practices impact the whole 
domain. Once the system was “cleansed” and send/
receive functions restored by the first attack, two ad-
ditional attacks caused the re-blacklisting of the IGRC.
org email addresses with the system crippled for up to 
six weeks.

“Although previous problems in previous years 
caused brief outages due to equipment, weather and 
internet connections, we cannot solve this problem 
long-term because it involves behavior,” Black said.

Logsdon

Sims
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The value of covenant groups 
BY JOHN VIDAKOVICH

Petersburg UMC

I will admit that I was quite cynical when the leadership of 
the conference began emphasizing the importance of clergy 
covenant groups. I thought that this was just another attempt at 
forced collegiality. I feared that we would be randomly assigned 
to a covenant group and required to meet with each other.

So, I drug my feet. I resisted actively and passively. I was 
vocal. I was not, under any circumstance going to meet with a 
group of pastors and be held accountable.

That stemmed directly from my serious misunderstanding 
of accountability. In my mind accountability was a fancy way 
of saying “we’re going to tell you everything you are not doing 
that you should be doing. I was already a well-established travel 
agent for pastoral guilt trips and that I did not need anybody 
moving in on my business.

God has a wonderful way of smoothing out my right angles 
and softening my hard edges. It was through the work of the 
Holy Spirit and some difficult times in the church that I began to 
reconsider covenant groups. I began to feel isolated and lonely 
and those feelings are deterrents to effective ministry. I was 
finally able to admit to myself I didn’t have all the answers, didn’t 
always know what was best.

So I picked up the phone and began to make a couple of calls 
to colleagues that I thought I could be in a covenant group with. 
I arranged for us to meet at a local restaurant and discuss the 
possibility of meeting together for support,

That was the origins of my first covenant group. We met ev-
ery Wednesday morning. Attendance was expected even if that 
meant schedules had to be rearranged.

We mutually decided to let the Three Simple Rules be our 
guide, Each meeting would start with a brief devotion and then 
we would account to each other how we had fared on doing no 
harm, doing good, and staying in love with God.

Instead of my previously held notion of accountability being 
harsh, I found amongst my group deep understanding and sup-
port. I found encouragement and direction. I found grace and 
unconditional love. I found the presence of Christ.

Our group had unity but not uniformity. We were on all ends 
of the theological spectrum. We had different notions about 
worship, differing views of scripture. Some of the most vigorous 
debates (a nice way to say arguments) I have ever engaged in 
were with my covenant brothers. But at the end, in the grace of 
God, we had each other and we were first responders for each 
other.

That particular group was impacted by United Methodist 
itineracy when I was told I would be appointed to a different 
church. Come July 1, I would no longer be a part of that cove-
nant group. I went through a time of grieving that loss, wonder-
ing what on earth I was going to do without meeting with my six 
covenant brothers on a weekly basis.

It occurred to me when I arrived in my current appointment 
that I could not simply wait for a covenant group to magically 
plop itself into my lap. I would have to seek community. I asked 
around to see if there were any existing groups I could join and 
none were to be found. So again I picked up the phone and 
made a few calls and a new group was born.

It is very different than my previous group. We have both 
men and women in my current covenant group. We meet 
monthly rather than weekly. We eat together either before or 
after we meet. The advent of texting means we stay in frequent 
contact between meetings. And, most importantly, we laugh and 
play together.

Perhaps the most important benefit  I receive from my 
covenant group is understanding. It is very hard for someone 
to understand the pastoral life if they have not lived it. Being 
encircled by understanding friends who have first-hand experi-
ence of what I am talking about and feeling reminds me that I 
am not alone.

If you are not part of a covenant group I encourage you to 
think about becoming part of one. Doing so has enriched my life 
and ministry and it could do so for you. 

This is my covenant group experience. I wish I had begun 
this practice earlier in my ministry but I am glad that it is now 
such an important part of who I am as a human being, Christian 
disciple, and pastor.

BY CAROLYN YOCKEY

IGRC Missions Secretary

SPRINGFIELD – As another new year begins, some churches 
might wish to select a missionary to support, perhaps for the 
first time or perhaps to replace one who has retired. 

Two itinerations have been scheduled for missionaries in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference for spring 2015. Churches 
wishing to host one of the missionaries may contact Carolyn 
Yockey by emailing CLPY508@aol.com. Calendars for both 
missionaries have been set up on the IGRC website at: http://
www.igrc.org/missions_itinerationcalendar (underscore 
between the words), and will be updated as churches confirm 
dates.

Mark Stransky, who serves at 
Projects Crossroads in Marion, 
Va., will be in the Iowa Confer-
ence and IGRC April 12-19. 
Les and Debbie Dornan have 
returned to the mission field in 
Nepal after a long absence and 
will be visiting the IGRC May 
13-27.

Stransky is a Church and 
Community Worker serving as director of housing at Project 
Crossroads in Marion, Va., located in the Holston Annual 
Conference. 

Project Crossroads is an outreach ministry designed to ad-
dress the basic needs of people in the Marion area, allevi-
ate human suffering, and provide an avenue to witness the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Along with the housing rehabilitation 
and homeownership programs, Project Crossroads provides a 
variety of ministries to the community, including a firewood 
delivery; Thanksgiving and Christmas meals for the poor; and 
emergency assistance to upgrade homes' electrical systems, 
repair or replace plumbing systems, and install heating sys-
tems. 

Born in Hastings, Neb., and raised in San Diego, Calif., Stran-
sky’s journey toward mission began after struggling with his 
faith during his college years. Initially attending San Diego 

State University, where he met his wife Linda--also a Church 
and Community Worker--Mark later earned a degree in fisher-
ies at Shasta College in Redding, Calif.

Lester Dornon, M.D., is as-
signed as senior physician at 
the Tansen Hospital in western 
Nepal in Asia. He and his wife 
Deborah returned to Nepal and 
Tansen as missionaries in mid-
2012, having served there from 
1990 to 2002.

Dornon was born in Japan, the 
son of Methodist missionaries. 

He received his Bachelor of Science and Doctor of Medicine 
degrees from Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. 
He felt a call to practice medicine in a place where people 
have little or no access to healthcare. That desire led him and 
Deborah to Nepal, arriving with two small children; a third 
child was born while they served there.

Deborah Dornon is a missionary with the General Board of 
Global Ministries, assigned as coordinator of expatriate ser-
vices at the Tansen Hospital in western Nepal in Asia. 

Born in Middletown, Ohio, where she is a member of First 
UMC, Debbie received a Bachelor of Music Education degree 
from Baldwin Wallace College, a United Methodist-related 
school in Berea, Ohio. After returning from Nepal in 2002, she 
worked with youth symphonies in Middletown and Center-
ville, Ohio. 

Debbie made her commitment to Jesus in her middle school 
years. She recalls first hearing of "overseas mission" when the 
Rev. Ivan Dornon, her future father-in-law and missionary in 
Japan, spoke at her church when she was seven years old. 
After college, she went to Japan as a "missionary associate" 
for almost two years. 

Churches interested in having a Covenant Relationship with 
a missionary may visit www.igrc.org/missionarycovenantre-
lationship. Host churches may wish to refer to the hosting 
guidelines at: http://www.igrc.org/hostingguidelines

IGRC Covenant   
Missionaries
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference have 
covenant relationships with 11 missionar-
ies of the General Board of Global Minis-
tries. Here is their specific information:

Helen Roberts Evans
Liberia
Adv. Special #2432
Support Code: 3021129 

Priscilla Jaiah
Liberia
Adv. Special #2420
Support Code: 13035Z 

Larry Kies
Africa University
Zimbabwe
Adv. Special #2400
Support Code: 09572Z

Jane Kies 
Africa University
Zimbabwe
Adv. Special #2401
Support Code: 10739Z 

Sandra Raasch
Honduras
Adv. Special #1095
Support Code: 15075Z

Helen Sheperd
Mongolia
Adv. Special #1080
Support Code: 11810Z

Mark Smallwood
Redbird Missionary           
Conference
Adv. Special #4390
Support Code: 773726*

Rebecca Smallwood 
Redbird Missionary        
Conference
Adv. Special #4390
Support Code: 773726* 

Dennis and June 
Sparenberg 
Redbird Missionary        
Conference
Adv. Special #4070
Support Code: 773726*

Jacques Umembudi
Republic of the Congo
Adv. Special #1120
Support Code: 14020Z 

Connie Wieck
China
Adv. Special #2226
Support Code: 10672Z

*Salary support for missionaries serving 
in Redbird Missionary Conference is now 
channeled through a general number for 
Redbird Conference. Please designate 
which missionary you wish to support on 
IGRC remittance forms

Missionaries to itinerate in IGRC this spring

Mark and Linda Stransky

Deborah and Lester Dornon
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Annual Conference deadlines
Already open – Information on hotels can be 
found by visiting: www.igrc.org/ac2015hotels.

March 2 – Deadline for resolutions to be printed 
in the pre-conference materials. Any member of 
an IGRC congregation may submit a resolution for 
consideration. Resolutions submitted between 
March 3 and May 1 are printed at the expense of 
the person submitting it. Plan for 1,600 copies. 
Information on submitting resolutions can be 
found by visiting: www.igrc.org/ac2015resolu-
tions. Resolutions should be sent to: acsecretary@
igrc.org

March 10 – Deadline for groups wishing to 
schedule special meals at annual conference. 
Visit www.igrc.org/ac2015meals to complete 
your request.

March 16 – Deadline for persons submitting 
biographical information for the 2016 General 
and Jurisdictional Conference delegate election. 
Links to the online form can be found at www.
igrc.org/ac2015elections. Click the appropriate 
link and complete the form.

March 27 – Deadline for requesting display 
space. Display policies and request forms are 
at: www.igrc.org/ac2015displays or on pages 
2346-347 of the 2014 Journal-Yearbook.

April 3 – Online registration for Annual Confer-
ence opens (closes May 19) at www.igrc.org/
ac2015registration. 

Week of April 6 – Watch for pre-conference 
materials arriving by USPS. Materials can be 
viewed and downloaded online at: www.igrc.
org/ac2015. 

April 15 – Deadline for submission of articles for 
the special annual conference edition of The Cur-
rent (June edition). For information, visit: www.
igrc.org/ac2015Current.

May 1 – Deadline for submission of materials 
for the supplemental packet. Such materials are 
printed at the expense of the person submitting 
the resolution. Plan for 1,600 copies. For informa-
tion on submitting resolutions, visit: www.igrc.
org/ac2015resolutions or page 336 of the 2014 
Journal-Yearbook. Resolutions should be sent to: 
acsecretary@igrc.org. 

May 8 – Deadline to submit an ad for the June 
issue of The Current. For information on advertis-
ing, visit: www.igrc.org/ac2015Current.

May 11 – Deadline for child care registration and 
ordering of t-shirts for childcare participants. No 
registration for child care will be accepted after 
this date. For childcare registration and informa-
tion, visit: www.igrc.org/ac2015childcare.

May 11 – Deadline for other annual conference 
members to order childcare t-shirts.  To order, 
visit: www.igrc.org/ac2015childcare.  

May 14 – Deadline for hotel reservations where 
blocks of rooms have been set aside. Please note: 
several hotels have different deadline dates; as 
of May 14, all blocked rooms will be released to 
the public. Visit: www.igrc.org/ac2015hotels to 
make your reservation with the particular hotel.

May 19 – Deadlines for annual conference 
registration (registrations after this date will be 
handled on-site at the IGRC registration window 
in the Terrazo Lobby of the Civic Center. It is also 
the deadline for purchase of parking and special 
meal tickets (Note: no refunds for meals are 
given after May 19). Avoid long lines by register-
ing online at: www.igrc.org/ac2015registration. 
For special meal refunds, call 217-529-2395.

Healing the Circle theme    
for 2015 Annual Conference

He
alin

g the Circle
Godly sorrow brings repentance

2 CORINTHIANS 7:10

BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – An Act of Repentance toward Indigenous 
People along with two special speakers will headline the 2015 
Annual Conference when it convenes June 10-13 at the Peoria 
Civic Center.

The theme for the 2015 Annual Conference is Healing the 
Circle.

In addition to the various pieces of legislation lay and 
clergy members will consider, an election for General and 
Jurisdictional Conference delegate will be conduct-
ed as well as consideration of General Confer-
ence petitions.

Online registration will open on April 
3 and pre-registration is encouraged to 
avoid standing in long lines upon arrival 
June 10.

Speakers
As part of preparing for the Act of 

Repentance, speakers on Thursday and 
Friday morning will help weave the story of 
Native Americans in Illinois.

Rev. Fred Shaw, a clergy member of the 
West Ohio Conference and Rev. Dr. Thom White 
Wolf Fassett, former general secretary of the General 
Board of Church and Society, will be the keynote speakers.

Shaw, who will be speaking on Thursday, is a 
retired clergy member of the West Ohio Confer-
ence and co-chairs the North Central Jurisdic-
tion’s Committee on Native American Ministries. 
He is also the Executive Director for the national 
American Indian Local Pastor’s Course of Study 
accredited by the Methodist Theological School in 

Delaware, Ohio.
Fred, also known as Neeake, is of Shawnee descent and is a 

keeper of stories and traditions as a Truth Teller (Olammapise). 
He was one of 10 Indian storytellers to share stories at the 
first-ever national American Indian storytelling festival at Corn 
Island and has been a featured teller at the Eiteljong Museum 
of the American Indian, the Museum of Western Expansion 
in the St. Louis Arch, Cahokia Mounds, museums of the Ohio 
Historical Society and many other national venues.

Shaw will be sharing some storytelling at Thursday’s 
All-Conference Dinner which will be a celebration of Native 
American culture.

Dr. Fassett, who will speak on Friday morning, is an inter-
nationally recognized champion of human and civil rights and 
an outspoken defender of Native and indigenous rights. He has 
traveled throughout the world to assist those whose voices need 
to be heard. 

Dr. Fassett brings a rich and varied background of experi-
ence as he works in the field of faith, politics 
and issues of justice.  He has developed national 
strategy plans for corporate social responsibil-
ity for the Xerox Corporation; has served as 
special assistant to the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives on federal-Indian policy with the 
American Indian Policy Review Commission as 

well as tenures with the General Board of Church and Society 
and the United Nations.

In these positions or along with them, Fassett has worked 
extensively in radio and television hosting three radio pro-
grams and co-hosting a daily television series that ran for six 
years during the NBC "Today" program. He has also been 
extensively involved in civic organizations including service as 
Executive Chairperson of the Indian Manpower Planning Con-
sortium sponsored by the Seneca Nation of Indians. Fassett has 
written and published extensively authoring Giving Our Hearts 
Away: Native American Survival, co-authoring four other books 
with over 200 articles appearing in periodicals and scholarly 
publications. 

Dr. Fassett is well known for his activities in conflict resolu-
tion/management and mediation and has participated in White 
House negotiations resulting in the peaceful “invasion” of Haiti 
by the U.S.; traveled to Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland on a peace mission with the President of the United 
States; negotiated Cuban principles of religious freedom face 
to face with Fidel Castro, and played the determining role in 

breaking the impasse between the United States and Cuba in 
the case of Elian Gonzalez.

Election of General 
and Jurisdictional delegates

Lay and clergy members will each elect five delegates to the 
2016 General Conference May 10-20, 2016, in Portland, Oreg.

Persons wishing to be considered for election should sub-
mit their biographical sketches which will be published in 

the June issue of The Current.  The respective online 
forms can be found at: www.igrc.org/ac2015elec-

tions with a link for clergy and a separate link 
for laity.  Candidates are asked to also submit 

a photograph which may be used along 
with the online form and email the photo 
to: pblack@igrc.org. Deadline for submis-
sion of materials is March 16.

In order to be considered for election 
as a clergy delegate, the candidate must 

be a member “in full connection” (elder or 
deacon).  A lay candidate must have been a 

member of a United Methodist congregation 
for no less than two years.

Elections will be held during the Clergy and La-
ity sessions, which will be held simultaneously Wednesday 
afternoon beginning at 1 p.m.  Clergy Session will be in the 
Ballroom on the 4th floor of the Civic Center while Laity Ses-
sion will be in Halls B and C – the site of conference’s plenary 
sessions.

Once the five General Conference delegates are elected, 
ballots will be cast for another five delegates that will join the 
General Conference delegation and represent the IGRC at the 
North Central Jurisdictional Conference July 13-17, 2016, at 
the Peoria Civic Center.

Among the five additional lay and five additional clergy 
delegates, the first two elected will be designated as alternates 
to the General Conference, although any of the elected juris-
dictional delegates can be elected if needed to complete the 
seating of the delegation. Once the five jurisdictional delegates 
are elected, three additional delegates will be elected to serve as 
jurisdictional reserves.

Please note: General Conference does handle the airfare and 
housing arrangements for duly elected delegates and a per diem is 
paid for each day the General Conference is in session. Delegates 
should be aware that the amount will probably not cover the entire 
cost of meals and lodging and should plan on rooming with some-
one to make the per diem dollars stretch as far as possible.

Special offerings
A special offering for Africa University’s Making Dreams 

Possible scholarship campaign will be collected at the opening 
worship services Wednesday night.

IGRC congregations have been asked by their District 
Superintendents to make a pledge toward the $1 million 
campaign which will culminate in 2016. The campaign was 
authorized by the 2013 session of Annual Conference.

Several inquiries have been made as to a congregation’s 
“fair share” in order to reach the $1 million goal. Since the 
annual conference apportions for a $12 million budget, each 
church’s “fair share” would be roughly equivalent to the 
amount paid monthly for apportionments if a church would 
like to pay the full amount in 2015. If stretched over two years, 
take the monthly apportionment bill and divide it half for your 
church’s goal for both 2015 and 2016.

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center will also be 
collecting items for their book bags. Churches are encouraged 
to collect the following items and drop them off at the MMDC 
truck which will be parked at the Civic Center during Annual 
Conference:

•  Spiral notebooks (8 by 10 ½”) – single subject – 70 to 
80 pages

•  Stick style pens (blue or black) – no advertising
•  Box of 24 Crayons
•  Pair of blunt school scissors (rounded tip)

Offerings will also be taken on Friday evening during the 
Service of Ordination for the ordinands’ pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land and on Saturday morning for the Tom Brown Scholarship 
at Wiley College as part of the Black College Fund presentation.
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