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Dear Ones in Christ:
I trust that if it is your custom or pattern to have a block of va-

cation time during the summer that you have observed that custom 
this year. 

I fully recognize that the association of vacation with the sum-
mer months is shaped by many factors not the least of which are 
the school calendar, weather (for those of us who live where there 
is real winter), the nature of the work you do and many more. The 
point is not whether you take a summer vacation but that you ob-
serve designated periods of down time. 

We all need blocks of time to detach from the normal routine in order to be renewed. 
Howard Thurman said we need a “lull in the rhythm of doing”. I am grateful that I had a 
meaningful block of time off this summer for vacation. It was a wonderful opportunity 
to tend to relationships, rest, reading and newness. 

The other big win of a vacation is to reconfirm the knowledge that I am indispensible. 
I put all of this in the category of gift because I am abundantly mindful of the many peo-
ple in the world whose lives are one grinding day after another simply trying to survive.

Vacations (summer or otherwise) not withstanding the Fall is upon us. As I move 
in and out of congregations lately, read their publications – print and electronic—it is 
clear to me that the Fall is still a particularly important ramp up time for ministry. That 
certainly is the case as I look ahead to my schedule for the Fall. 

So as the pace of activity quickens let us together resolve to work smart, to focus 
on those activities that have the greatest likelihood of “high yield”, and to remember to 
cease from doing on a regular basis (Sabbath) in order to renew and remember whose 
work we are really engaged in.

Yours in Christ,
+Gregory Vaughn Palmer

Work smart, focus on ‘high yield’        
activities and take Sabbath
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Deaths
Retired pastor Harold Holliday died 

Aug. 26. He served local churches in the 
Former Southern Conference (Bush; Colp; 
St. Francisville; Oblong: Evangelical) and 
retired in 1987. Expressions of sympathy 
may be sent to his wife, Wanda Holliday, 
405 E. Ohio St., Oblong, IL 62449

Virginia L. Wallace, widow of the Rev. 
Wesley J. Wallace, died Aug. 21. She and 
her husband served local churches in the 
former Central Illinois Conference, retiring 
from Piper City in 1988. He passed away 
in 1990. Expressions of sympathy may be 
sent to a daughter, Kathy Voegele, 11486 
Kemperknoll Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45249.

William E. Swyear, a retired IGRC pas 
tor,died Aug. 12,  in Benton. He served local 
churches in Florida and Southern Illinois, 
last serving at Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC. 
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his 
wife, June Swyear, 10425 Forest Baptist 
Church Road, Benton, IL 62812-6428.

Retired pastor Howard B. Johnson 
died July 28 in Minneapolis, Minn. He was 
a pastor in the former Central Illinois Con-
ference and a chaplain at Methodist Medi-
cal Center in Peoria for more than 30 years, 
retiring in 1988. Expressions of sympathy 
may be sent to his wife, Katherine Johnson, 
4300 W River Parkway #336, Minneapolis, 
MN  55406-3679.

Wanda Corzine Robinson, widow of 
the late Rev. Dr. Wendell A. Robinson, a 
pastor of the former Southern Illinois Con-
ference, died July 26 at her home in Mur-
physboro. She is survived by two daughters 
and one son-in-law, Sandra Renshaw and 
husband, Rev. Earl Renshaw, of Murphys-
boro and Rev. Sharon Potter of Carterville. 
Earl and Sharon are pastors of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference. Expressions of 
sympathy may be sent to Sandra and Earl 
Renshaw, 19 Suburban Drive, Murphys-
boro, IL 62966 and Sharon Potter, 12ll 
Mockingbird Lane, Carterville, IL 62918. 
Memorials may be made to Preachers’ Aid 
Society, The United Methodist Church, P.O. 
Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207 or 
Hospice of Southern Illinois, 210 Halfway 
Road, Marion, IL 62959.

Darline Henderson, widow of the Rev. 
John Henderson, died July 18, in St. Louis, 
Mo. Together, they served local churches 
in the former Southern Illinois Confer-
ence, including the superintendents offices 
of the Harrisburg and East St. Louis dis-
tricts. They retired from O’Fallon in 1981. 
He passed away in 1999. Expressions of 
sympathy may be sent to their son, Ste-
phen Henderson, 14780 Timberbluff Drive, 
Chesterfield, MO  63017.

Lucy “Ellen” Hoffman, wife of retired 
pastor Edward L. Hoffman, died July 17, in 
Albuquerque, N.M. Together, they served 
local churches in New England and both 
predecessor conferences of the IGRC, in-
cluding five years in the Superintendent’s 
office of the Galesburg District. They re-

tired from Macomb Wesley in 1986. Ex-
pressions of sympathy may be sent to the 
Rev. Ed Hoffman at his new address: 10000 
Wornall Road, Apt. 2317, Kansas City, MO  
64114.

Anna Curtis, 103, widow of the Rev. 
John R. Curtis, Sr., passed away on July 
1, in Birmingham Ala. With her husband, 
she helped serve local churches in the for-
mer Southern Illinois Conference, retiring 
in 1967. He died in 1980. Expressions of 
sympathy may be sent to the Rev. John R. 
Curtis, Jr., 17910 Ridge Dr., Carlinville, IL 
62626-2222. A full obituary may be found 
at http://vantreasefuneralhome.com/ and 
condolences for the family may be entered 
on-line.

Emmalee F. Williams, widow of the 
Rev. Carl V. Williams, died June 28. The 
Williamses served nearly 33 years of min-
istry and marriage before Rev. Williams’ 
death July 7, 1992. For additional infor-
mation or to leave an online condolence or 
memory, please visit www.wilsonmcreyn-
olds.com

Roselyn Jensen, whose father and 
mother donated the original parcel of land 
to the former Central Illinois Conference for 
Jensen Woods Camp, died June 28. Rose-
lyn served on the site support committee for 
Jensen Woods, overseeing the fulfillment of 
her parent’s dream of a campground being 
developed. Memorials in her honor can be 
made to Jensen Woods Camp through the 
IGRC Camping Office. A complete obitu-
ary can be found at www.hendrickerfh.com 

E.L. Bosomworth, a lay member of 
Kaskaskia District, died June 17. Mr. Bo-
somworth was instrumental in starting the 
Lay Speaking program in the former South-
ern Illinois Conference and was elected 
twice as delegate to General and Jurisdic-
tional Conference. Condolences may be 
sent to Kevin Bosomworth at kaber14@
yahoo.com or to www.summers-kistler.com

Evelyn June Miller, widow of Rev. 
George M. Miller, died June 8. The Millers 
served local churches in the former Central 
Illinois Conference for almost 20 years, last 
serving Bement in 1981. He died in 1997. 
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to 
Barbara Riggs, 34225 Park Square Place, 
Ridge Manor, FL 33523.

Shirley Zivney, wife of retired pastor 
Oliver Zivney, died June 7. She and Rev. 
Zivney were married for almost 34 years 
and they served local churches in the former 
Central Illinois Conference together, retiring 
from Reddick in 1993. Expressions of sym-
pathy may be sent to the Rev. Oliver Zivney, 
P.O. Box 284, Dwight, IL 60420-0284.

Mary Lou Piper, a retired deaconess in 
the Kaskaskia River District died May 31 
at Lawrenceville Manor in Lawrenceville. 
She had served as deaconess at the Navajo 
Mission School in Farmington, NM from 
1952 to 1961. Expressions of sympathy 
may be sent to her brother, Don Piper, R.R. 
2, Lawrenceville, IL 62439.

Bishop Palmer

News from the Episcopal Office
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Appointments
In consultation with the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference Cabinet, Bishop Grego-
ry V. Palmer makes the following appoint-
ments:

Kimberly Stuby to program assistant 
camping and youth ministries, Mississippi 
River District, effective July 1. She is a 
probationary deacon and this is her first ap-
pointment in IGRC. 

Nancy Monahan to Cumberland Par-
ish, Associate, Embarras River District, ef-
fective July 1.

Dianne Duncan to LaHarpe, Durham 
and Terre Haute, Spoon River District, ef-
fective July 1.

Lyren Haney to Walnut Grove, Spoon 
River District, effective July 1.

Jessica Lauer to Farmington, Illinois 
River District, effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
Howard Wayne Sallee supply-not-

appointed to Five Point Parish, Embarras 
River District, beginning July 1.

John R. .Crede discontinuation of 
supply-not-appointed at Hampton and Twin 
Rivers Cooperative Parish, Spoon River 
District, effective June 30.

Change of status
Darryl Young to incapacity leave, ef-

fective July 1.

D6 Conference tickets
Casey UMC has 3 reservations (paid for 

and non-refundable) available for anyone 
interested in attending the D6 Conference 
in Dallas, TX Sept. 16, 17, at the Frisco 
Convention Center. The D6 conference, 
info. available online at www.D6.com, is 
based on Deuteronomy 6.5 (the Shema) and 
talks about reconnecting parents with their 
children and how the church can support 
this. We paid $140 for each reservation and 
would like for someone to use them. Price 
negotiable. You would, need  to cover your 
own transportation and lodging. If interest-
ed, please contact Dr. Penelope H. Barber, 
Casey UMC, 217-932-3115 (cell).

http://vantreasefuneralhome.com/
http://www.wilsonmcreynolds.com
http://www.wilsonmcreynolds.com
http://www.hendrickerfh.com
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By Jonathan Dixon, Chair
IGRC Commission on Archives & History

Bishop Hill UMC was recently desig-
nated as a United Methodist historic site.

A marker, issued by the General Com-
mission on Archives and History of The 
United Methodist Church was dedicated in 
an Aug. 22 service.

Bishop Hill is historic site 450 among 
United Methodist historic sites.

The Aug. 22 ceremony marks the end 
of a process that included application by 
the church, recommendation by the Confer-
ence Commission on Archives and History, 
approval by a majority of the Annual Con-
ference and final approval by the General 
Commission on Archives and History.

The church at Bishop Hill qualified for 
the designation because it is the birthplace 
of Swedish Methodism. A group of immi-
grants from Sweden settled in that area in 
1846, having fled religious persecution in 
Sweden due to their dissent from the state 
(Lutheran) church of Sweden. 

They came to form a commune under 
the leadership of Erik Jansson, bringing 
their Swedish language and culture with 
them. Jansson was subsequently murdered 
and the colony eventually broke up. 

In the meantime the colony came into 
contact with Methodist circuit riders and 
class leaders. They established a Swed-
ish Methodist Church, which is now the 
Bishop Hill Community United Methodist 

Church. As the Swedes moved away from 
the colony, Methodism went with them, and 
a Swedish conference was formed. Some 
former colonists from Bishop Hill returned 
to Sweden and took Methodism to that part 
of the world as well. 

The ceremony was led by Pastor Ann 
Champion. Also present were Rev. Dr. 

Jonathan Dixon, conference chair of the 
Commission on Archives and History; Rev. 
Richard Chrisman, conference historian; 
and Rev. Dr. Don Jones, member of the con-
ference commission and former pastor at 
Bishop Hill. The historic vignette was given 
by Ms. Cheryl Dowell, local church histo-
rian for Bishop Hill.
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Announcement & Events
Bishop Hill UMC designated as historic site

Bishop Hill UMC became the most recent congregation to be designated as a United 
Methodist historic site. Dedication of the historical marker took place Aug. 22. Pictured 
from left are Jonathan Dixon, chair of the IGRC Commission on Archives and History; 
Rev. Dr. Donald Jones, member of the Conference commission and a former pastor at 
Bishop Hill; Rev. Richard Chrisman, conference historian; Cheryl Dowell, local church 
historian; and Rev. Ann Champion, current pastor of Bishop Hill UMC.

NCJ Religion & 
Race learning event    
challenges ‘business 
as usual’

The 2010 North Central Jurisdic-
tion Religion & Race learning event 
Challenging Business as Usual,  will 
be held Oct. 15-17 at the Hilton Mil-
waukee City Center.

Rev. Leondis Fuller, associate min-
ister of New Covenant Bishop Church 
in Milwaukee will be Friday’s keynote 
speaker.

Workshop and banquet speakers in-
clude Bishops Linda Lee of Wisconsin, 
and Hee Soo Jung of Northern Illinois; 
Jorge Lockwood, director of global 
praise with the General Board of Dis-
cipleship and Rev. Grace Imathiu, in-
ternationally-renowned Bible scholar 
and preacher.

A downloadable brochure is avail-
able at: www.igrc.org/events/de-
tail/388. The link is located at the bot-
tom of the page under the address for 
the Hilton City Center.

2010 Journal online
The 2010 Annual Conference 

Journal/Yearbook is now posted 
on the IGRC website.

The Journal can be found 
by clicking the Annual Conference 
tab at the top of the home page at              
www.igrc.org and then clicking 2010 
Journal/Yearbook from the right-hand 
column.

The direct link is: www.igrc.org/ 
2010Journal

Production is underway on both the 
CD and print versions of the journal and 
yearbook. Mailing should begin within 
the next two weeks.

2011 apportionments,      
important numbers

Apportionment totals for 2011 
along with other important numbers 
that will assist local congregations in 
their charge conference preparations are 
available on the IGRC website.

The apportionment totals can 
be downloaded at: www.igrc.org/   
2011apportionments and numbers 
associated with minimum salaries, 
direct billing of pensions and health 
benefits can be found at www.igrc.org/ 
2011numbers. Both pages are located 
in the Finance and Benefits section of 
the IGRC website.

Retirement seminar      
Oct 29-30

Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit 
Fund will host, “Are You Ready for Re-
tirement?” a two-day, one-night confer-
ence Oct. 29-30 at the Pere Marquette 
Hotel in Peoria. 

Participants will explore issues 
surrounding retirement ranging from 
pension benefits, health insurance, tax 
issues, emotional issues, and relation-
ship with your spouse.

The seminar is open to anyone but 
specifically to those clergy and spouses 
who are 10 years or less from retire-
ment. Cost for the event is $30 per 
person, $50 per couple. These costs 
do not include lodging for which the 
participant is responsible.

A block of rooms have been secured 
at Pere Marquette Hotel. All room res-
ervations are to be completed through 
registration for the event.

To register, download the event 
brochure by going to: www.igrc.org/
events/detail/604 or register online at: 
www.igrc.org/retirement. Payment is 
expected with the completed registra-
tion form.

PASBF plans to offer this seminar 
each year at a different location around 
the conference. For more information, 
contact Rev. Keith Anderson at kander-
son@igrc.org or by calling 217-529-
3221.
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Bishop to visit with local church leaders
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer will be visit-

ing with local church leaders -- lay leaders, 
lay members to annual conference, chairs 
of church council, trustees and staff-parish 
relations committees; worship leaders, 
Sunday School leaders and leadership -- in 
a series of district gatherings this fall. The 
purpose of the events is to build relation-
ships and equip and empower laity for the 
disciple-making task.

In each gathering, Bishop Palmer will 
have an opening devotion and discuss the 
initiatives presented at Annual Conference. 
A question and answer period will follow.

Although targeted for local church lead-
ers, anyone may attend.

Dates for the gatherings are as follows:
Wednesday, Sept. 22 – Peoria Bethel 

UMC (Illinois River District), 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 26 – Savoy UMC (Iro-
quois River District), 4 to 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 29 – Moline River-
side UMC (Spoon River District), 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 30 – Quincy Melrose 
Chapel UMC (LaMoine River District), 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 3 – Carbondale First 
UMC (Cache River District), 4 to 6 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 4 – Neoga Grace 
UMC (Embarras River Distirct), 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 13 – Troy UMC (Mis-
sissippi River District), 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Chatham UMC to hold film screening
The Chatham UMC will hold a screen-

ing of the film Incompatible With Christian 
Teaching on Sunday, Sept. 26, beginning at 
1 p.m.

The director/producer of the film, Anne 
P. Brown, will be present for a discussion 
following the film.  All are welcome to 
come, to see and hear, to ask and discuss, 

and perhaps to gain a more “personal” per-
spective on what has so often become a 
“political” issue.  The film is sponsored by 
RUMI (Reconciling United Methodists of 
Illinois).

For more information please contact 
Rev. Sara Isbell at Chatham UMC at 217-
483-2132 or sisbell@springnet1.com.

Position
Worship Leader — Bethany UMC in 

Columbia, IL seeks a permanent part time 
Worship Leader to lead two Sunday morn-

ing services: 8:15 traditional and 10:45 
contemporary. Responsiblities include 
leading music, rehearsing weekly, plan-
ning worship with pastor. Successful can-
didate has strong music leadership skills 

and collaborates well. For more details see 
our website www.bethanyonthehill.org. 
Please email resumes with a link to your 
demo clip &/or website to office@bethan-
yonthehill.org

http://www.igrc.org/events/detail/388
http://www.igrc.org/events/detail/388
http://www.igrc.org
http://www.igrc.org/2010Journal
http://www.igrc.org/2010Journal
http://www.igrc.org/2011apportionments
http://www.igrc.org/2011apportionments
http://www.igrc.org/2011numbers
http://www.igrc.org/2011numbers
http://www.igrc.org/events/detail/604
http://www.igrc.org/events/detail/604
http://www.igrc.org/retirement
mailto:kanderson@igrc.org
mailto:kanderson@igrc.org
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Local Church News
Parish nurses inject faith into health care Family lucky to 

have parish nursing 
By Paul Swiech
The Pantagraph

BLOOMINGTON — To Mary Lou 
and Ray Coker, there’s no question about 
the impact of their church’s parish nurse 
program on their family.

“Ray has said that if it wasn’t for 
Lynn (Westcot, parish nurse) and God, we 
wouldn’t have made it through all these 
illnesses,” Mary Lou Coker said.

The Cokers, of Bloomington, joined 
First United Methodist Church in Nor-
mal nine years ago and were immediately 
made to feel welcome by Westcot. The re-
lationship grew and the support, conversa-
tions and prayers increased as the Cokers 
dealt with an onslaught of health issues.

Six years ago, Ray was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s disease, a motor system 
disorder. The disease is gradually getting 
worse.

“He has good days and bad days, but 
we take it one day at a time and try to make 
the most of each day,” Mary Lou Coker 
said. “We try not to get discouraged.”

The Cokers get comfort in knowing 
that Westcot and other church members 
are praying for and supporting Ray.

“She’s just an old prayer warrior,” 
Mary Lou said of Westcot.

Mary Lou’s youngest daughter, Kathy 
Price of Springfield, was diagnosed four 
years ago with a kidney disease that re-
sulted in dialysis and infections.

“She’d get infections and we almost 
lost her three times,” Mary Lou recalled. 
Then, Price fell on her head and needed 
brain surgery.

“Lynn gathered some of the church 
women in her office and they prayed for 
Kathy and she got better,” Mary Lou re-
called.

Last July, Price received a kidney 
transplant and “she’s doing great,” her 
mother said.

Last year, her older daughter, Stepha-
nie Stone of Springfield, was diagnosed 
with thyroid cancer. The cancer and 31 
lymph nodes were removed but the can-
cer came back in February.

Again, the prayer warriors went to 
work and a second surgery was performed. 
Stone is back at work and doing well.

Last July, Ray had back surgery and 
Lynn was at the hospital to provide sup-
port.

Mary Lou is dealing with her own 
health problem – rapid heart beat. But 
it helps to know that she doesn’t face it 
alone.

“We are so lucky to have Lynn in our 
lives. We’re going to be OK.”

(Reprinted with permission from the 
June 22 issue of The Pantagraph, 
Bloomington, Ill.)

By Paul Swiech
The Pantagraph

NORMAL – At a time when medical 
technology is becoming more complex 
and more prevalent, a growing area of 
health care is amazingly low-tech.

Parish nursing involves no hands-on 
medical treatments but provides church 
members with a medical and spiritual 
navigator who provides information and 
support. In Central Illinois, that role has 
become so popular that it’s unknown how 
many nurses work at their churches.

Ninety-five parish nurses -- represent-
ing 65 churches from a variety of denom-
inations in McLean and the surrounding 
counties -- are affiliated with the Parish 
Nurse Regional Support Program of Ad-
vocate BroMenn, said the Rev. Cheree 
Johnson, Advocate BroMenn director for 
church relations.

When Lynn Westcot began as a parish 
nurse at First United Methodist Church 
in Normal in 1996, she knew of only one 
other parish nurse in the area.

“If you measure the success of the 
program by the number of parish nurses, 
then the program has been successful,” 
Westcot said. “Parish nurses have been in-
creasingly well received over the years.”

“We hear wonderful anecdotes about 
how parish nurses have helped people,” 
Johnson said. “It’s our sense that church-
es are uniquely situated to provide sup-
port. People trust their churches and their 
congregations, making churches an ideal 
setting to address health issues.”

Parish nurses are registered nurses 
who share the same faith as their fellow 
church members.

Parish nursing began in McLean Coun-
ty in the late 1980s but has been rising in 
popularity. Registered nurses who receive 
additional training can become parish 
nurses, which is considered a specialized 
nursing practice, Johnson said.

Advocate BroMenn’s parish nurse 
support program – which is a partnership 
with Carle Foundation Hospital in Urba-
na – provides 40 hours of training using a 
curriculum approved by the International 
Parish Nurse Resource Center, Johnson 
said. In addition, the program offers fol-
low-up support and ongoing education on 
issues such as diabetes and stroke aware-
ness.

“Parish nurses are integrators of faith 
and health,” Johnson said. “They help 
church members to navigate the health 
care system.”

“Parish nurses become advocates for 
the membership of the church to support 
them in whatever way they need support,” 
said Westcot, whose wide range of nurs-
ing experience includes directing nursing 
services and education at a hospital in 
Nashville, Tenn., being executive direc-
tor of the Tennessee Nurses’ Association 
and being a professor of nursing at Illi-
nois Wesleyan University, Bloomington.

Parish nurses meet with church mem-
bers at their homes or at hospitals and lis-
ten. Some accompany church members to 
their doctor visits.

“I think we bridge the gap,” said Jean 
Barkoviak, parish nurse at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, Bloomington, since 
2003. “Sometimes, doctors don’t take 
enough time with people, but that’s what 
they want. We talk with people so they 
know they are not alone.”

Among topics church members have 
discussed with Westcot are sexual health, 
nutrition, diabetes, orthopedic pain and 
emotional and family problems.

Barkoviak said when she is in peoples’ 
homes she looks for ways to increase 
safety. She has recommended removal 
of throw rugs and set up help buttons for 
people at risk of falls, has checked smoke 
detector batteries, helped to organize 
medicine and set up meal plans.

Barkoviak and Lisa Weber, the Epiph-
any Catholic Church parish nurse, were 
among people who helped to start the lo-
cal Faith in Action program, which pro-
vides transportation to appointments for 
older adults. Barkoviak also helped to co-
ordinate an exercise program for church 
parishioners and St. Mary’s Elementary 
School students.

Parish nurses advise church members 
where they can get additional health in-
formation and assistance, provide blood 
pressure checks, conduct programs on 
health topics and pray with their church 
members.

Westcot begins meetings with church 
members with a prayer because that sets 
an appropriate tone. Barkoviak offers to 
pray at the end of meetings to conclude 
with spirituality and comfort.

“We help people to share the love of 
Christ,” said Barkoviak, who was a la-
bor and delivery nurse at OSF St. Joseph 
Medical Center for 30 years before retir-
ing 10 years ago.

“We want them to know that, in their 
loneliness, they are not alone,” she con-
tinued. “When people feel sorry for them-
selves, they gotta be reminded by someone 
that God is here and he loves them.”

First United Methodist also has a loan 
closet where the church may loan wheel-
chairs, walkers, crutches and shower seats 
to church members who need them, West-
cot said.

Westcot recently retired as the First 
United Methodist parish nurse but remains 
a health resource for the church communi-
ty. She remains optimistic about the future 
of parish nursing under health reform.

Johnson believes that the role of par-
ish nurses will be elevated with health 
reform’s focus on health promotion and 
disease prevention.

Westcot’s more than 60 years in nurs-
ing have shown her the resilience of peo-
ple, how much faith they have and how 
important faith is to them. Faith doesn’t 
necessarily bring a cure but can assist with 
healing.

“I would be nothing if I didn’t have 
faith,” Westcot said.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
June 22 issue of The Pantagraph, Bloom-
ington, Ill.)

Lynn Westcot, center, recently retired parish nurse at Normal First UMC, prays with 
church members Mary Lou and Ray Coker in their Bloomington home. Westcot has 
assisted the Cokers as their family has dealt with numerous health issues in the past 
several years. 
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By D.W. Norris
The Southern

CARTERVILLE — It took about a 
dozen years for it to happen, but every-
thing finally came together for nurse and 
respiratory therapist Steve Rhodes to be-
come a parish nurse with Southern Illinois 
Healthcare.

Rhodes said he helped start a home 
visitation program with SIH 12 years ago. 
This summer was his first chance to take 
the next step and become a parish nurse. 
Rhodes was one of a dozen nurses who 
took part in a graduation ceremony and 
religious service for SIH’s parish nursing 
program Thursday at John A. Logan Col-
lege.

“I finally had an opportunity, timing-
wise, to do it,” Rhodes said.

Jo Sanders, health ministry coordina-
tor for SIH and a member of Marion First 
UMC, said 114 nurses have become parish 
nurses since 1999, but Thursday’s graduat-
ing class was something special.

“This group is really a diverse group,” 
Sanders said. “We have men, women, the 
young, the mature — it’s a good cross sec-
tion of churches.”

Parish nurses are integrators of faith 
and health, and the belief is they can help 
others achieve higher levels of wellness by 

improving those patients’ physical, emo-
tional, relational and spiritual health.

Hundreds of studies have been con-
ducted on the healing power of prayer, in-
cluding a recently completed unscientific 
study by Indiana University researchers 
about the value of proximal prayer. The 
study found that people healed faster when 
somebody praying for them was close.

Parish nurses act as health counselors 
who will listen and discuss general health 
concerns with individuals. They also edu-
cate patients about health issues, preven-
tion and wellness. Parish nurses can act as 
advocates for or advisors on proper health 
care and service referrals. Finally, they 
act as developers of support or volunteer 
groups that promote the caring ministries 
of a congregation.

Parish nurses are not physicians, and 
they will not provide home health care 
such as physical care or administering 
medication. They do not do occupational, 
physical or psychotherapy. Despite their 
apparently deep faith, parish nurses are 
also not members of clergy.

Woody Thorne, vice president of com-
munity affairs for SIH, said the parish 
nurse service is something Southern Illi-
noisans want.

“This is just another example of the 
work we do to try to improve community 

health,” Thorne said. “It’s important not 
only inside our hospital walls, but in the 
communities we serve. Faith is important 
in Southern Illinois.”

Thorne said parish nurses work in 50 
faith communities in the area.

Members of health ministry programs, 
such as parish nurses, are visiting homes, 
nursing homes and hospital. They host 
health fairs and blood drives and offer 
flu shots. Parish nurses educate people on 
medication safety, hand washing, poison 

prevention, health and exercise, and end-
of-life decisions.

Health ministries are also offering 
CPR classes and first aid kits, support 
groups and transportation ministry, wom-
en’s retreats and programming, babysitting 
classes, and prayer support.

For more information on becoming a 
parish nurse, call 618-457-5200 ext. 67830 
or e-mail Sanders at jo.sanders@sih.net.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
Aug. 7 issue of The Southern Illinoisan).
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SIH Health Ministry Coordinator Jo Sanders smiles during a ceremony marking the 
completion of the 2010 Parish Nurse Basic Preperation class on Wednesday, Aug. 4, at 
John A. Logan College. 

By Noelle McGee
Champaign News-Gazette

DANVILLE – Earlene Roberson 
doesn’t even want to think about how she 
would put lunch on the table for the three 
grandchildren she’s raising and the eight 
others she babysits during the summer, if 
the St. James United Methodist Church’s 
summer sack lunch program didn’t exist.

“All I know is it’s wonderful,” Rob-
erson said Tuesday. “The kids really look 
forward to it, and I’m really grateful for 
it.”

“It’s a godsend when school’s out,” 
added Angie Lanier, who signed up her 
two sons. “I don’t have to worry as much 
about my food budget.”

Both St. James and Trinity Lutheran 

Church provide free summer sack lunches 
to some Danville school district students 
who are eligible for free and reduced 
lunches. Program coordinators are still ac-
cepting applications.

St. James’ program, at 504 N. Vermil-
ion St., is for Garfield and East Park stu-
dents. It runs through Aug. 20.

Trinity Lutheran’s program, at 824 E. 
Main St., is for Cannon and Meade Park 
students. It runs through Aug. 13.

Both churches distribute lunches from 
11 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday. 
Parents or guardians can apply during that 
time. They must bring a Link or medical 
card as proof of income.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
June 16 issue of the Champaign News-
Gazette.)

Sack lunch programs help Danville 
school children during summer months

Volunteer Craig Chambers, part of a group from Golden K Kiwanis members, puts 
chips in lunch bags at St. James United Methodist Church preparing sack lunches for 
the popular summer sack lunch program on Tuesday.

Mt. Etna completes its mission
Editor’s note: This brief history was 

written by Camilla Byers’ father, John 
Hatchett, as told to him by his mother, 
Mary Sullivan Hatchett. Mt. Etna UMC, 
located in Franklin County, completed its 
mission of 188 years of faithful ministry 
and was recognized at the 2010 Annual 
Conference. The congregation was orga-

nized in 1822 – four years after Illinois 
became a state. Pastor Janice Devor read 
this brief history at the closing service on 
May 30. 

It would not be easy to say just when 
or where the first log cabin was built in 
this neighborhood, but it is safe to say 
that the first settlers were hardy, fearless 

and most of them deeply religious. After 
they had broken the silence of the woods, 
by the strokes of their axes, in building 
their cabins they naturally thought next of 
a place to worship together.

By 1800, this community was thickly 
settled enough that the people could come 
together to hold meetings of religious 

worship. Much of the preaching was done 
by a man of the community, a little more 
versed in the scripture than the average, 
or by preachers who came from Tennes-
see and Kentucky to encourage and en-
lighten the settlers in spiritual matters. 
Unfortunately it has not been possible 

See Mt. Etna on page 7 . . . 

Compassionate faith: the ministry of parish nursing
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Bob Manier (top left) and Ben Edwards, 
(top right), both members of Goreville 
UMC, get ready to bring in another pork 
butt from the cooker set up outside the 
church July 3. The church men prepared 
88 pork butts for the town’s Fourth of 
July celebration. Hundreds turned out to 
buy the sandwiches. Meanwhile, Clairus 
Pritchett of Goreville (bottom left) takes a 
respite from the summer heat while enjoy-
ing a slice of pie.
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LeRoy teen organizes benefit 
tourney, ‘Pays it Forward’

By Patti Welander
The Pantagraph

LeROY -- When her grandmother and 
an uncle died last year, LeRoy High School 
senior Hannah Sammer relied on the sup-
port of her church and her friends.

But instead of “paying back” those who 
helped, Sammer is “paid forward” by orga-
nizing Hoops for Hope, a 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament on July 17 to benefit Blooming-
ton-based Chestnut Health Systems, which 
provides support for people in crisis.

“I want people who are going through a 
tough time to know there is hope and sup-
port in the community,” said Sammer, who 
is among 14 other teens in her father’s Sun-
day school class at LeRoy United Method-
ist Church. Bob Sammers inherited money 
from his mother’s estate and used it to give 
$100 to each of the 15, challenging them to 
“pay it forward.”

The students are “putting a lot of 
thought” into what they will do, but Sam-
mer doesn’t intend to ask what they do with 
the money.

“If you have expectations of what they 
are to do with the gift, then you haven’t 
given it,” he said.

Junior Allie Morrison said her first reac-
tion was that Bob Sammer was “crazy for 
giving us money.” Now, she said, she thinks 
it’s a “cool idea” and feels honored that he 
trusts her.

Morrison plans to use her money to host 
an event to gather shoes for children in Af-
rica.

Sammer’s daughter might have a hard 
time spending her $100. She planned to buy 
for medals for tournament winners, but the 
seller donated the awards when he learned 
the story behind the purchase.

“It’s amazing to sit back and watch,” 
said Bob Sammer, explaining people have 
come forward with donations and organiza-
tional expertise.

Youth Director Steve Ward has been 
challenging teens to “do something, not 
wait for someone else to do it.” Instead of 
joining a cause, Ward encouraged them to 
take the lead.

“They aren’t different than anyone else. 
If they want to make something happen, 
they can make it happen,” he said.

Sammer doesn’t view his contribution 
as anything special. “It wasn’t really mine 
to begin with,” he said. “My mom is mak-
ing an impact in her passing.”

He good-naturedly recalls a scene from 
the movie, “Pay It Forward.”

“The kid asks the teacher what he has 
ever done to change the world,” said Sam-
mer. “Like the teacher said, ‘I’m just the 
schmuck who has shown up and passed the 
buck.’”

(Reprinted with permission from the 
July 11 issue of The Pantagraph, Bloom-
ington, Ill.)

Hannah Sammer, right, shares information about Hoops for Hope with Tri Valley 
students, from left to right, Caleb Wilson, Stormy Plunk, Jared Hahn (back) and Aaron 
Tagala. 
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Twenty teens and adult leaders from Mattoon First UMC recently attended a week-
long mission trip in Steubenville, Ohio. Partnering with YouthWorks, the team was di-
vided in half between work projects and Kids Club activities.

Kids Club allows local children a place to come in the afternoons to play games, 
learn about the Bible and get a meal. The work projects team helped to paint a house, 
worked at the marina and a local park, and picked up trash in some of the communities. 
Everyone had the opportunity to minster to people at the local nursing homes.

The teams were housed at the First Westminster Presbyterian Church in Steubenville.
Brad Waggoner, minister of youth and children, led the team. Other adult leaders 

were Kathy Beals, Pat Eastin and Dan Young.
Pictured are Derek Pierce, Kathy Beals, Luke Young, Dan Young, Raea Weder, Pat Eas-

tin, Kaylee Beals, Jordan Katz, Brad Waggoner, Megan Schabbing, Andie Antonik, Zach-
ary Armstrong, Carley Leitch, Tempest Davis, Kyle Daubs, Austin Decker, Aaron Moutray, 
Zachary Sapp and Drew Eastin. Also attending but not pictured was Riley Leitch. 
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Wolf Lake UMC honors McMahan
Wolf Lake UMC recently honored 

one of its youth, Autumn McMahan for a 
mission project, “Smiles for Haiti.”

McMahan created beaded smiley-face 
bracelets which she made and then sold to 
raise $138 to send to children who were 
earthquake victims in Haiti.

The daughter of Shelly and Luke Mc-
Mahan of Wolf Lake, Autumn is active in 

her local church and has participated in 
the Bald Knob Cross Walk, VBS and a car 
wash for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in 
addition to her bracelet project.

Rev. Stephanie Voss presented Au-
tumn with an engraved cross from the 
church and Della McMahan-Shepard, 
her Sunday School teacher, presented her 
with an engraved picture frame.



to get the names of these earliest preach-
ers but some of the early preachers were: 
Thatcher, Spencer and Braxton Parrish, 
the latter being the best known. These 
men were Methodists but the Baptists 
were also well represented and appear to 
have had a larger following.

The meetings at first were held in 
brush arbors and in the people’s homes, 
the home of Thomas Summers being used 
most. This home was located a little more 
than a quarter of a mile east of the pres-
ent site of the church. Edward Sullivan’s 
home, another prominent meeting place 
of these earliest Methodists, was situated 
about three quarters of a mile south but 
was later moved north of Knob Prairie 

Church.
As time went on more settlers came 

in, converts were added and the need 
for an organized church was felt more 
and more. As a result, in 1822, Mt. Etna 
Church was organized by Edward Sulli-
van, John Launis and Thomas Summers. 
They were unable at first to build a house 
of their own but joined hands, as it were, 
with the Baptists and built Knob Prairie 
Baptist Church. This was a log structure 
of course. Neither denomination could be 
perfectly satisfied but it served both for a 
while. An incident is related that reveals 
the growing desire of the Methodists for 
a church of their own. The foundation of 
Knob Prairie church building settled in 
such a way that the building leaned in an 
alarming degree toward the south. One 
good old Methodist lady remarked, half 
humorously and half seriously, that it was 

the Methodist part of the church trying to 
get back home.

After a while the Methodists with-
drew from the Knob Prairie church and 
built Mt. Etna on the site where the grave 
yard is now located. This log building 
was used as a church and as a school. One 
of the best known preachers of this time 
was Thomas Reed, spoken of by people 
today as,”Old Uncle Tommy Reed.” To-
day, he sleeps in the grave yard almost 
in the exact spot where the church once 
stood. Near him also is buried Edward 
Sullivan and John Sullivan who followed 
the footsteps of his father, Edward, in 
building up the church.

At one of the meetings held by Uncle 
Tommy Reed a man by the name of Felt 
Little was converted and immediately he 
announced his intention of building a new 
building for the church. Plans were made 

and the church started on the opposite 
side of the road from where it now stands 
but Brother Little died before it was fin-
ished. The work was completed under 
the leadership of Joseph Rouintre, Cal 
Summers and Joseph Sullivan. Prominent 
among the preachers of this time were 
Flint, Thatcher and Davis.

In about 1906, the present church was 
built and continues to serve the commu-
nity. Synonymous with the history of this 
church are the names of Thomas Sullivan, 
Silas Sullivan, Joseph Rouintre, Sarah 
Sullivan, Elizabeth Sullivan, Mary Lay-
mon, and Will Conrad. In 1918, impres-
sive services were held to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the beginning 
of Methodism in this community and a 
marker was placed at the front to perpetu-
ate the memory of its beginning.
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By Scott Fitzgerald
The Southern

HERRIN - Fifteen-year-old Alexandra 
Banks finished her Oreo cookie first and 
couldn’t help but eye the unopened cookie 
packet on her 7-year-old sister Journey 
Banks’ tray.

“Sissy helped me with my apple and 
drank some of my chocolate milk,” Jour-
ney Banks said about their Monday noon-
time meal of hot dogs, carrot sticks, celery, 
apples and Oreo cookies with milk.

The two girls were enjoying the first 
lunchtime servings of the Summer Food 
Service Program, “Food that is in when 
school is out!” served at First United 
Methodist Church-Herrin and sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“I like this program. I like to see kids 
come in and eat. I know they are getting 
one good meal a day,” said Rhonda Broad-
way, cafeteria manager at Herrin Elemen-
tary School.

Broadway, along with her sister, Anita 
Essary, head cook at Northside Primary 

Center, coordinates the program now in its 
second year here.

Broadway said 38 young people 
showed up for Monday’s lunch that is 
much more than the eight who showed up 
the first day in 2009. She’s hoping to even-
tually average about 100 children a day.

The program is free to children ages 
one to 18. Adults can eat for $2.There is no 
residential requirements. Lunch is served 
every weekday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. through July 30. The menus meet all 
USDA requirements and are identical to 
what is served at school cafeterias during 
the school year, Broadway said.

First United Methodist-Herrin has 
loaned use of its basement cafeteria and 
offered the $8,000 startup money that is 
eventually reimbursed through the USDA.

Broadway said the summer meal pro-
gram is much needed because most par-
ents are working during the day and don’t 
have time to come home during the noon 
hour and feed their children.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
June 8 issue of the Southern Illinoisan).

This lemonade stand was on a mission 
By Herb Meeker
Mattoon Journal-Gazette

MATTOON — Jacob Zike obviously 
did the sales pitch, while Jack Lapeyrouse 
was apparently the shy silent partner for 
their lemonade stand business last weekend 
at Lake Paradise.

The 4-year-old entrepreneurs raised 
$42.50 in four hours while selling refresh-
ments near the start of the garden walk 
sponsored by the First United Methodist 
Church of Mattoon. 

Their effort was helped by brilliant 
marketing, enhanced by their preschool 
cuteness, and great timing with hot, humid 
weather hovering over the area on the day 
of the garden walk.

They raised the money for a good cause: 
other kids in need at Christmas time.

Mattoon Police Department Deputy 
Chief Jason Taylor accepted the donation 
from the boys’ mothers, Deanna Lapey-
rouse and Heather Zike, and other relatives 
Thursday on behalf of the Mattoon Police 
Cops for Kids charity, which buys toys and 

necessities for needy children and their 
families.

Taylor said this was the youngest group 
of donors he recalls for the Christmas char-
ity that accepts donations throughout the 
year.

“It is unusual. We usually have business 
people offering donations. But these two 
are young entrepreneurs. This donation is a 
tribute to their parents,” Taylor said.

As the officer talked, Jack of Mattoon 
kept to himself while Jacob of Savoy joked 
and played in the police lobby. Carol Fuller, 
an adopted grandmother, proposed the idea 
for the lemonade stand offering its proceeds 
to Cops for Kids.

“We thought it would be nice since 
they’re children giving to other children,” 
Fuller said.

The boys did receive a reward for their 
efforts with a VIP tour of the Mattoon po-
lice station, including a trip to the holding 
cells, led by Taylor.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
July 3 issue of the Mattoon Journal-Ga-
zette).

Mattoon Police Department patrol officer Kasey Alexander, lemonade stand propri-
etors Jack Lapeyrouse and Jacob Zike and Mattoon Police Department Deputy Chief 
Jason Taylor pictured Thursday afternoon police station in Mattoon. 

Journey Banks, 7, of Herrin (right) twirls her finger in the air while trying to get the at-
tention of her sister Alexandra while the two were eating lunch Monday at Herrin First 
UMC. Monday was the start of the church’s summer food service program. 
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Volunteers offer children free lunch

Mt. Etna
Continued from page 5
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By Patrick Oldendorf
Peoria Journal-Star

DUNLAP —Thursday’s mission, the 
final one, brought about 70 kids to an ex-
ploration of a supernova.

But the students weren’t at space or 
science camp. They were at a vacation 
Bible school.

God, space and science were key 
themes of Prospect United Methodist 
Church’s vacation Bible school last week 
in Dunlap.

This year’s Bible school was called 
Galactic Blast, and organizers said it of-
fered the students, ranging in age from 4 
to 12, a unique kind of Bible study.

“The kids are doing crafts, Bible study 
and science experiments, and they really 
like it,” said Amy George, co-director of 
the vacation Bible school. “Sometimes 
people think science and religion aren’t 
compatible, so it’s important to teach kids 
early on that they can be.”

The school started on June 27 and 
ended July 1. Each day had different 
topics ranging from comets to creation 
of the universe to stars. About 50 volun-
teers were on hand to teach lessons, make 
snacks or do whatever else was needed to 
make sure the week ran smoothly.

On Thursday, the science experiment 
was to put vinegar, baking soda and water 
into a zipper-lock bag. They then waited 

for the ingredients to expand, bursting the 
bag, which represented a bursting super-
nova.

It also represented God’s role in the 
lives of his followers.

“It shows God filling up all the spac-
es in our lives,” said Tim Stear, a Bible 
school volunteer. “The bubbles represent 
the excitement that exists when God is in 
our lives.”

It wasn’t all science, though. Thurs-
day’s craft was to make a necklace with 
a beaded cross that changed colors in the 
light.

“It’s like camouflage,” said Lainey 
Campbell, 6. “I’m going to wear this ev-
ery day. It’ll look so cool on the Fourth 
of July.”

While the main point of the Bible 
school was to teach kids about God’s 
role in their lives while combining les-
sons in science and crafts, the students 
also raised about $800 toward one of the 
church’s mission trips.

The six members of the medical mis-

sion team, which is comprised of a doc-
tor and five nurses, left for the Ukraine 
on Sunday to serve the more than 50,000 
children who live on the streets in the 
capital city of Kiev.

The kids were responsible for the bulk 
of the fundraising, meaning many had to 
dig deep into their piggy banks, though 
parents were known to throw in change or 
bills of their own.

And because they were successful, the 

kids got to slime youth pastor Phil George 
with a concoction made of green Jell-O, 
flour and water not unlike the famous 
Nickelodeon slime.

“The kids think up the gimmick every 
year,” said VBS co-director Amy George. 
“It’s something they really look forward 
to.”

(Reprinted with permission from the 
July 6 issue of the Peoria Journal-Star.)

Vacation Bible Schools offer fun way to learn about God

From left to right: Jeremy Olson, Lainey Campbell, Maddie Christian, Lindsay Per-
ring, and Andrew Batton, all 6, watch a science experiment pop open a sealed plastic 
bag on Thursday evening during Vacation Bible School at Prospect United Methodist 
Church in Dunlap.
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Bondville UMC held Galactic Blast Vacation Bible School July 7-11. Kids young and 
old had a great time on our cosmic adventure praising our wonderful, incredible, 
amazing, magnificent, awesome God!
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Twenty-three  children participated in New Salem UMC’s Vacation Bible School June 
28-30. The theme was God of Wonders and the mission project was taking up offerings 
and collecting gently worn and new children’s clothing for the children’s ministries of 
Springfield Asbury UMC . The children and their parents donated $77 and four large 
bags of clothing.
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      Sometimes people think      
science and religion aren’t 
compatible, so it’s important 
to teach kids early on that 
they can be. 
— Amy George, VBS Co-Director

Local Church News

“ “
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By Eric Fodor
Eldorado Daily Journal

ELDORADO — Campers from Beulah 
Holiness Campground are directing their 
mission blitz this year at Habitat For Hu-
manity houses in Saline County.

“This year we are teaming up with Hab-
itat for Humanity, junior high, high school 
and college youth at the camp,” said the 
Rev. Stephen King, pastor at Mason City 
and San Jose UMC’s.

On July 27, the blitz team worked on 
renovating the Habitat house in Eldorado, 
which was left in a state of disrepair by the 
previous inhabitants. The house is only five 
or six years old; the owners ended up deed-
ing the house back to Habitat For Humanity 
and moving out for a fresh start.

“They owed us so much money, there 
was no way we were ever going to get it,” 
Bruce Boone of Habitat for Humanity said.

Habitat For Humanity plans to put a 
family in the home once repairs are done; 
the application process will start soon.

The task facing the mission blitz crew 
was enormous - the yard was grown up, the 
house was dirty on the outside, one worker 
found five dead mice in a utility room, pet 
damage is evident everywhere, water dam-
age was found along the baseboards, car-
pets needed ripping out, the exterior needed 
a power wash and junk littered the inside of 

the house, to name a few of the problems.
The mission blitz campers were ready 

to do, “Anything we need to do to get the 
house back on track,” King said.

By midday the house was starting to 
take shape again. Although it was obvious 
the house has a way to go before another 
family can move in, the gutting of the house 
and cleaning of the yard and exterior was 
starting to take shape.

“The youth campers and the adult spon-
sors did a marvelous job again this year,” 
said Beulah Holiness Camp President Tim 
Pate.” They also spent three days working 
on the Beulah campground in Eldorado. 
There was no slowing them down.”

“This is a combination of learning to 
grow deeper and grow outward,” King said.

The mission blitz had also worked at 
the Harrisburg Habitat for Humanity house, 
which is in the construction stages.

“We worked to turn it from a construc-
tion site to a home,” King said.

The mission blitz has done several proj-
ects through the years. In years past, the 
campers have worked at Crisis Pregnancy 
Center, the Salvation Army building, the 
homeless shelter and two other Habitat 
houses.

(Reprinted with permission from 
the July 29 issue of the Eldorado Daily 
Journal).

Campers tackle pair of Habitat projects during Mission Blitz

Richard Straeter, a member at Mt. Vernon First UMC, teaches Zein Hammer of Auburn 
UMC how to wire electrical lights in a Habitat for Humanity Project in Harrisburg.
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By John Kraps

CINCINNATI, Ohio – “Who is your 
city light?” asked the director of “Awak-
en the City” (ATC), the urban mission 
hosted by Hyde Park UMC in Cincinnati, 
Ohio (The Rev. Dr. Tim Bias, former se-
nior pastor at Peoria First UMC, is now at 
Hyde Park). 

Citing Matthew 5:14, Associate Pas-
tor. Sarah Thomas asked the question of 
16 volunteers from the St. Joseph UMC 
(Iroquois River District), part of a 50-per-
son contingent which spent a week work-
ing on a variety of mission projects in the 
Queen City.

The St. Joseph group was divided into 
two teams which spent time at eight dif-
ferent agencies. Mission work included 
caring for handicapped children; salvag-
ing, cleaning and preparing school sup-
plies; gardening; moving furniture; serv-
ing in a food/clothing pantry; assisting 
staff at a day camp; spending time with 
senior citizens, and even “telemarketing.”

The first urban missionary team from 
St. Joseph supplemented personnel at 
Stepping Stones, an agency for men-
tally and physically disabled children 
and youth. The second crew helped pack 
meals on wheels, and “telemarketed,” 

which meant calling area churches to in-
vite their leaders to a kickoff meeting for 
the first statewide anti-fraud campaign in 
the nation--focused on senior citizens.

The gardening and day camp work 
were carried out in the “Over the Rhine” 
neighborhood of Cincinnati. According 
to the local NBC TV affiliate, “Over the 
Rhine” is the most dangerous neighbor-
hood in the country. But when the ATC 
saints hit the streets, the drug dealers 
backed off. 

The Rev. Mark Harris, pastor of the St. 
Joseph UMC and an ATC saint, reflected 
on what his flock learned during their 
week of service: “They learned that many 
of the folks who live in Over the Rhine, 
don’t want to be there and are really good 
folks. They learned that drug dealers 
don’t know what to do with ‘fish out of 
water’ middle class folks who walk up 
and talk to them! They learned that many 
of the children in those impoverished ar-
eas aren’t thugs, but smart kids who want 
so much more for their lives. They also 
learned that adversity brings out the best 
in people. They worked hard; they slept 
on strange beds; they did things that were 
way out of their comfort zones…and they 
had a great time doing it!”

Connie Jamison chairs the St. Jo-

St. Joseph UMC work mission team 
makes Cincinnati their mission

St. Joseph UMC resently returned from a mission trip in Cincinnati, Ohio. The group 
tackled a variety of projects that built relationships and bridges of understanding.

seph church’s Mission Committee. She 
and her husband, Jim, worked together 
at ATC. When Connie asked Jim to de-
scribe his experience at Stepping Stones, 
he laughed, “Have you ever tried to herd 
cats? That’s what it felt like trying to keep 
track of all those kids!”

Connie has been urging the church to 
“go on a mission trip” for a number of 
years. Asked why, she replied, “It en-
courages support and involvement of the 
entire congregation. It challenges an indi-
vidual to serve Christ by serving others. It 
also promotes a deeper sense of ‘family.’” 

And who was her “City Light?” Dur-
ing evening worship, Connie lit two can-
dles for Amy and Becky, directors of the 
Wesley Mission in Over the Rhine. She 
chose them “for being white in a very 
rough, black community...and loving 
them all.” 

Other participants from St. Joseph in-
cluded Steve, Susan & Corey Thompsen; 
Allison Rose; Hunter Harris and mom 
Joanne; Judy Howdyshell; Jody Bentley; 
Steve & Ed Warns; Jimmy and Justin 
Paden; and the Rev. John M. Kraps.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f J
oh

n 
K

ra
ps



Page 10 Illinois Great Rivers Conference — The Current September 2010

Local Church News

A joyful new look
Cedar Grove UMC celebrates dedication of new stained glass windows

By Linda Rush
The Southern

MARION – “Make a joyful noise to 
the Lord - Psalm 98:4” read the large 
marquee sign in front of Cedar Grove 
United Methodist Church.

On June 20, the congregation and 

friends did just that.
More than 80 of them gathered for a 

special service to dedicate new stained 
glass windows, handcrafted and installed 
to replace windows that were destroyed 
by high winds last May 8 as a line of 
storms moved through Southern Illinois.

Pastor April Turner, who has served 
the small congregation since January 
2006, said “The church isn’t about the 
building; it’s about the community.”

She found that was true when Ted 
Hartley, a Johnston City pastor, called 
her and offered the name of a contrac-
tor, Tim Russo, who recently had re-
stored some stained glass windows for 
his church. Congregation members 
were pleasantly surprised that the new 
windows so closely match the others in 
the church, which is on Illinois 37 just 
north of Marion. Fortunately, insurance 
covered the costs of replacing the huge, 
arched windows, Turner said.

The Rev. Greg Courtright recalled 
the long months when plastic covered 
the huge openings where the windows 
once stood. They allowed all the noise 
of motorcycles and trucks to come right 
into the sanctuary, he said.

Special guest at the dedication ser-
vice was Bishop Gregory Palmer of 
Springfield, whose jurisdiction includes 
all Illinois United Methodist churches 

south of Interstate 80.
Palmer expressed his joy at helping 

celebrate restoration of the windows. 
He told one anecdote about children 
who were asked to define a saint. One of 
the youngsters said “A saint is someone 
through whom the light shines,” Palmer 
said - much like the stained glass win-
dows.

He reminded the group that God’s 
light also shines through them.

“You’re the project,” Bishop told the 
congregation. “You can outshine any 
structure anywhere in the world.”

And, as he said in the dedication, 
quoting Psalm 127:1, “Except the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain who 
build it.”

During a reception held after the ded-
ication, Jim Turner said it was a happy 
day for him, though he isn’t a member 
of Cedar Grove church. He’s the father 
of Pastor Turner and a member of Alder-
sgate UMC of Marion, where she wor-
shipped as a child. Her late mother sang 
in the choir at Aldersgate, he added.

As the church members exchanged 
greetings and hugs, he said he extremely 
proud of his daughter and her congrega-
tion.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
June 21 issue of the Southern Illinoisian.) 

The congregation of Cedar Grove UMC 
celebrated the installation of new stained 
glass windows with a special service June 
20 in Marion. The original windows were 
damaged in the May 8, 2009 storm.
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Jacksonville Grace 
UMC offers home 
to Salvation Army
By Jake Russell
Jacksonville Journal-Courier

JACKSONVILLE – Depending 
on how one looks at it, it’s the same 
services in a different place or an old 
church with new life.

The administrative council of 
Grace UMC made the decision for 
The Salvation Army to run its services 
out of the church during construction 
of a new citadel, said the Rev. Mike 
Fender, pastor of Grace UMC.

The moving date will depend on 
the success of The Salvation Army’s 
capital fund drive. The agency will 
stay at the church as long as it takes to 
construct the citadel.

Between church, community and 
social services programs, The Salva-
tion Army has around 32 different pro-
grams on a weekly basis, Capt. Amos 
Shiels said. The Salvation Army will 
use three classrooms at the north end 
of Grace Methodist Church, a worship 
space and will have open access to the 
kitchen and fellowship hall.

“We want to allow them to keep 
their ministry up and going,” Fender 
said. “We’re doing what we’ve been 
training to do, and that is serve the 
people of God.”

In a matter of a month, The Salva-
tion Army has received $7,736 toward 
its campaign fund to build a new cita-
del and thrift store. Freedom Com-
munications, the Journal-Courier’s 
parent company, agreed to match up 
to $10,000 in publicly donated funds 
in late May — an amount The Salva-
tion Army hopes to accrue by July 4, 
although the campaign lasts through 
Aug. 13.

“We have some other donations 
coming on that may put us over the 
top of the match, which is great to 
hear,” Shiels said.

The Salvation Army is at more 
than half of its $5 million goal to 
build the new facility and establish an 
endowment fund.

The space Grace UMC allotted 
will allow The Salvation Army to not 
only survive but to thrive, because it 
is more space than is now available at 
The Salvation Army’s facilities.

“One of the neat things I find in 
this partnership is the statement that 
it makes to us not just as an agency 
but as a fellow church that says we’re 
not afraid of you doing ministry in our 
building,” Shiels said. “Otherwise, 
we shut our doors. If we don’t have a 
place to live during construction, our 

See Jacksonville on page 11 . . .

Iroquois River District sends team to Henderson Settlement
By Charles Graul
Co-chair, IRD     
Mission Team

It all began as a 
question. “Want to go 
on a district mission 
trip to Henderson Set-
tlement?”

We asked. You said yes! We asked 
again and you gave and gave and gave! 

Back in the early 1990’s was the last 
district mission trip Iroquois River took 
we were told at the kickoff picnic held in 
June. Two years ago a survey was sent out 
to the 90+ churches of our district. There 
was much favorable response back then. 
It all had started as an invitation by one 
pastor to another at a covenant meeting.

“Why don’ you get a district mission 
trip to Henderson settlement going?”

There were many excuses not to get 
one going on it. Eventually all those ex-
cuses ran their course. Last August an-
other survey went out and again there 
was a positive response. In fact it was be-
yond our expectations. People kept say-
ing I want to go. We met in three differ-
ent areas of our district to help organize 
and see the people who said they’d like 
to go. Many had never been on a mission 

trip before. 
With much prayer a committee 

planned step by step just how to take on 
this undertaking. When one of us would 
get discouraged the other members of the 
team would speak that word of faith we 
needed to carry on. 

Yes there were sleepless nights won-
dering, “Just how are we going to pull 
this off?” “Where is the money going 
to come from to pay for the projects?” 
Three appeals were sent out. The first two 
by letters and the last one by a personal 
phone call.  In the end, thanks be to God, 
the churches responded with their finan-
cial and prayer support. 

Seventy-nine people attended. One 
left after the first night. His daughter was 
having her first baby and grandpa wanted 
to be there for her. Three generations of 
one family participated. Another grand-
ma and her grandson were part of a team. 
All in all, 16 projects were worked on by 
10 different teams. Almost $12,000 was 
donated. 

We were all strangers mostly when 
we first arrived. We left mostly as friends. 
Days were hot and wet in those Kentucky 
hills. People from age 10 to 82 worked 
side by side. We laughed. We cried. We 
worshipped. We sweated. We played. 

We took communion together on our last 
night there. 

Some of us left early. Some of us came 
late. But we came. Most of us would not 
have gone on a mission trip if it hadn’t 
been for a district mission trip. Many of 
us want to go again, next year. A whole 
trailer and several truck loads of dona-
tions of clothes and furniture from our 
district churches were also taken down. 

Thanks to all the team leaders. Thanks 
to the committee for all their planning. 
Thanks to all who came. Thanks to all 
who gave and helped us go. Thanks for 
your prayers. Only one hurt her thumb 
with a hammer. Only one got stung by a 
bee.

 As one put it, ‘we learned we weren’t 
there to straighten anybody else out. We 
were there to serve.’ It was a humbling 
experience. Many of us didn’t know what 
to do or how to do what we were asked 
to do. But somehow it all worked out and 
we were proud of what we accomplished. 

One in our group had some money 
stolen at the site we were trying to help. 
The entire group donated money to help 
out and the total amount was repaid. 
That’s the way the Body of Christ is sup-
posed to operate. God is good!

Charles Graul
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Kill visits Carrier Mills
By Tom Barker
The Southern

CARRIER MILLS – A familiar face 
for local football fans returned to Southern 
Illinois on Sunday morning, as former SIU 
football coach Jerry Kill came to share a 
patriotic message of life lessons learned on 
and off the field.

Now coach at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity, Kill returned to the region to give an 
Independence Day sermon at First United 
Methodist Church in Carrier Mills.

“As a ball coach, you speak at a lot of 
clinics and things of that nature, but you 
don’t often speak at a church,” Kill said. “I 
really appreciate the opportunity to come 
and visit, and it’s great to be back in South-
ern Illinois.”

The accomplished coach addressed a 
crowd of about 150 at the small commu-
nity church, telling of his life as a coach, 
a Christian, a cancer survivor, a son and 
a father. Kill shared a message of faith by 
describing his own trials and encouraged 
others to care for each other and appreciate 
each day as he has learned to since being 
diagnosed with cancer.

At the end of the 2005 Saluki football 
season, Kill underwent surgery to remove 
a cancerous tumor from one of his kidneys. 

Having experienced the illness firsthand, 
Kill and wife, Rebecca, along with South-
ern Illinois Healthcare, formed the Coach 
Kill Cancer Fund to assist Southern Illi-
nois cancer patients and their families with 
costs associated with their medical treat-
ments. A special collection was taken dur-
ing the service to be donated to the fund 
and another will be taken Sunday, July 11.

During his message Sunday morning, 
Kill said he did not want to be remembered 
for his accomplishments as a football 
coach, but for the positive impacts he has 
and will make by giving back to others.

The Rev. Stan Irvin, pastor at the 
church, said the congregation was honored 
to have Kill speak during the service.

“We were thrilled to have him, and we 
were touched by his message,” he said. 
“It will hopefully motivate people to give 
back to their community and to one an-
other.”

Irvin praised Kill for his ability to help 
his players become better people by ap-
plying his Christian values in his coaching 
methods.

“He preaches by the life he lives, by 
the fundraising he does and by the integ-
rity he instills in people,” Irvin said.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
July 5 issue of the Southern Illinoisan.)

Jerry Kill, former SIUC head football coach, gives a special Independence Day sermon 
at First UMC in Carrier Mills. Kill spoke of his experiences coaching, his Christian 
faith and his battle with cancer. 
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Fun packages a labor of love for 
Operation Enduring Support
By Sheila Smith
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR – Marguerite Taylor was 
busy taping boxes and stuffing them with 
items to send to troops abroad while think-
ing about her 23-year-old son, Brandyn, 
who is getting ready to leave for Afghani-
stan after recently spending 15 months in 
Iraq.

Taylor was part of an Operation Endur-
ing Support effort on Monday at Grace Unit-
ed Methodist Church that was putting to-
gether 100 fun packages to send to soldiers.

As Taylor was working, her son was 
getting ready to leave today for training in 
California. “I try not to think about the bad 
things and only think of it as my job to pro-
tect my country,” said Brandyn Taylor who 
is in Decatur visiting his family while on 
leave from the Army.

Tables were packed with food items, 
toiletries, notepads, stationary, Chicago 
Cub caps as well as Rubik’s Cubes, games, 
magazines, DVDs and the most requested 
item, Mad Libs, a word game booklet.

The packages contained mostly fun 
things for the soldiers to do to further help 
boost their moral, said Betty Gaumer, 
founder of Operation Enduring Support.

Paula Hirstein did all the shopping and 
spent about $3,000 on the items for the fun 
packages, which the Rotary Club and the 
youth group from Grace United helped put 
in large-sized priority mail boxes.

Hirstein said she got involved with Op-
eration Enduring Support in 2005 after her 
son went to Iraq and came back with a brain 
injury.

“The packages are a way of having con-
tact from home and really means a lot to the 
soldiers,” Hirstein said. “The Decatur com-
munity has been unbelievable and consis-
tent in helping support the troops.”

Money to purchase the items came from 
private donations as well as businesses, 
churches and civic organizations.

The group is motivated to continue 
helping, Gaumer said, because of the re-
sponses they get such as the one after they 
sent care packages at Easter.

“It really got to us when a lieutenant 
wrote and thanked us. He had gathered ev-
eryone around to watch a movie we sent 
them, “The Simpsons Movie,” and said he 
never heard his men laugh so hard,” she 
said.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
July 13 issue of the Decatur Herald & Re-
view.)

Michelle Blankenship, left, of Decatur, Dennis Reinhart, center, of Decatur, and Arron 
Farmer, of Fremont, Neb., help fill Operation Enduring Support fun packages in the 
great hall of Grace UMC.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

ph
en

 H
aa

s,
 D

ec
at

ur
 H

er
al

d 
&

 R
ev

ie
w

services are done.”
Some church members have helped 

cook and serve for the agency and one 
sits on the board so the seed had already 
been planted when Shiels mentioned to 
Fender at a Kiwanis meeting that The 
Salvation Army would be looking for a 
temporary home.

“I looked at him and said ‘you’ve 

got one,’” Fender said. “Maybe that was 
jumping the gun in one sense, but we 
cannot lose the services of The Salvation 
Army in Jacksonville. It seemed like a 
natural thing to do. You’ve already been 
here, people know Grace church and 
we’re centrally located, so I told captain 
Amos I’d start working on that.”

Church trustees brought the idea 
forward and church officials met with 
Shiels to determine his group’s needs. A 
few minor details have yet to be worked 
out.

“I just want the community to expe-
rience Grace church and I want Grace 
church to experience the community 
even more,” Fender said. “It’s important 
to not only talk your witness, but also to 
walk your witness. This is a way we can 
reach out to the community and help do 
a very unique ministry to someone who 
does a very unique ministry.”

(Reprinted with permission from the 
Jacksonville Journal-Courier).

Jacksonville
Continued from page 10

 The deadline for event 
dates to be included in the 
2011 IGRC program calendar 
is Thursday, September 30. 
 Please submit your event 
information to Michele Will-
son, mwillson@igrc.org.

See page 20 for more 
information.

mailto:thomas.barker@thesouthern.com
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The youth groups from the Nokomis, South Fork and Fairview UMC’s traveled to 
Tahlequah, Okla., for its mission trip June 27-July 3. There were a total of 22 youths 
and 10 adults. While there, the group spent the week working on two houses. They 
painted, installed new windows and a door, made general repairs, cut brush, and did 
some major cleaning. The youth and adults on the trip as well as the families served 
grew in their faith.  
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Trenton First UMC awarded the first J.A.M.Scholarships June 6. Three $500 scholar-
ship were awarded to students that were musically active within their churches and 
respective schools. Recipients were Josh Benitone of Pawnee, a student at McKendree 
University and a member of Fairview Heights Christ UMC (not pictured); Jessica 
Brink of Shiloh, a student at Southeastern Missouri State University and a member of 
Shiloh UMC; and Lucas Winkler of Highland, who will be a student at Southwestern 
Illinois College and a member of Highland Hope UMC. The J.A.M. Scholarship - A 
Celebration of the Music and Life of Justin Melzer was established with the following 
mission “to honor the memory of Justin Melzer and his ministry through music and to 
encourage participation in church music ministries. Rev. Deborah Melzer presented the 
awards to this group of scholarship recipients.
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VBS spotlight giving with love

A group from of youth and adults from RiversEdge UMC in Spring Bay made a mission 
trip to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center July 23-25. While there, the group 
assisted with preparing materials for flood buckets, finishing wood on school desks 
that were being readied for shipment, wrapping health kits as well as assembling love 
packages with Bibles and Sunday School materials for shipment. The group also as-
sisted with a mass mailing for the ministry. Those that participated on the trip were 
Barb and Stephanie Christopher; Barb, Emily and Rachel Pleasant; Holly, Jacob and 
Jason Lynn; Johnathan and Jeremy Doty; Stephen Arnold, Joe Helms, and Rev. Joe 
and Branden Richard.

The Williamsfield UMC’s 
Vacation Bible School, held 
June 28-July 2 used the theme 
To Give With Love, based 
upon the book Let the Chil-
dren Give.

The entire week was 
about serving others, from 
the stories to songs to mission 
projects to art projects.

Each day, a mission proj-
ect was introduced to the children during 
the opening. On Monday, Heifer Project 
International was discussed and the chil-
dren went home with pledge sheets after 
they hoofed it for a heifer during recre-
ation. In all, 3,722 steps were taken by 
the children present. On Tuesday, Gloria 
Wilson, a former teacher at Williamsfield 
and currently a teacher’s aide at Galva, 
introduced the group to an organization 
that she has traveled with to Guatemala to 
distribute shoes. On Wednesday, during a 
day at the park, Rev. Randy Douglass told 
the group about his past trip to Liberia, his 
return trip there this fall and the need for 
seeds for Liberia. On Thursday, the chil-
dren learned about Coats of Caring and on 
Friday, about Toys of Treasure.

During the week, more than 90 people 
visited the Retirement Home and Senior 
Citizens to perform music they learned at 
VBS. On Tuesday, Larry Mattson shared 
his Mini Train during recreation and on 
Thursday, Fleick Belgium Horses gave 
wagon rides during music and story.

A tree planting ceremony was held in 
the year Friday morning, in memory of 
Carol Moore and Chelsea Battye. A weep-
ing, flowering crab tree was planted in 
front of the church. Several family mem-
bers were in attendance for this special 
event. During story time that day, the chil-

dren experienced a foot wash-
ing ceremony, based upon the 
New Testament story where 
Christ became the servant and 
washed his disciples’ feet in 
the Upper Room just before 
the crucifixion.

On Saturday, more than 
40 children, their friends 
and family joined together at 
Doubet-Benjamin Park for a 

program. Here are the reported numbers:
n Attendance: 144 different people 

were involved in VBS either by attending, 
volunteering, setting up or cleaning up.

n Suncatchers: 90 were given out to 
the Retirement Home and Senior Citizens.

n Letters and pictures: 90 letters and 
pictures were sent to wounded veterans.

n Seeds of Salvation: 46 packages of 
seeds and 1 1/2 pounds of sweet corn were 
collected for Rev. Douglass to take to Li-
beria

n Soles for Souls: 57 pairs of shoes 
were collected for Gloria Wilson to take to 
Guatemalan children.

n Coats of Caring: 40 coats were col-
lected for distribution next fall.

n Toys of Treasure: 120 toys were col-
lected for Safe Harbor Women’s Shelter.

n Food of Friendship: During a com-
munity-wide food drive, 200 non-per-
ishable food items were collected for the 
Knoxville Food Pantry which serves the 
Williamsfield and Dahinda area.

n Hoofin’ It for a Heifer: $500 was 
raised for the purchase of a dairy heifer 
that will be sent to a needy family in a for-
eign country through Heifer Project Inter-
national.

n A $100 gift was given to Rev. Dou-
glass for his Liberia trip.
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Percy and Steeleville UMC’s held a joint Vacation Bible School July 16-20. In all, 27 
children and 20 volunteers took part. The church was decorated with the theme of 
Saddle Ridge Ranch that included horse and buggy rides. In all, more than $232 was 
collected to purchase phone cards for service men and women stationed abroad.
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By Pattie Hamlin
Nokomis UMC

Vacation Bible School sponsored by 
the United Methodist Church, St. Lou-
is Catholic Church, and First Baptist 
Church all of Nokomis was held the week 
of July 5-9.

The theme of VBS was Egypt – Jo-
seph’s Journey from Prison to Palace. The 
first evening was a registration/pool party 
held at Memorial Park pool in Nokomis. 
Families swam, ate Dilly Bars provided 
by the Dairy Queen, and earned prizes for 
answering questions. 

The following four mornings, crafts, 
music, snacks, recreation, and story time 

were provided to a total of approximately 
100 children. Children were encouraged 
to bring their friends, do chores at home 
for their parents, learn their Bible verses, 
and wear their Egyptian outfits. 

Points were awarded and the children 
were able to “spend” their points on priz-
es. Offering was collected and a donation 
was made to the Community Closet and 
the Food Pantry. 

The final day, as a reward for such 
good attendance, Pastor Follis from the 
Baptist Church, Father Chris from the 
Catholic Church, and Bryce Pavolka 
from the Methodist Church were wrapped 
up like mummies with toilet paper by the 
children. It was a great week!

Campers from Austin, Minn.; Athens, Ohio; and from Illinois communities Havana, 
Alexis and Petersburg worked hard serving Jesus in the Land of Lincoln  as part of the 
Third Annual Your Obedient Servants mission camp held July 18-23. More than 2,600 
items were collected for the Menard County Food Pantry. Other sites where crews 
were privileged to serve were: Menard Convalescent, Sunny Acres, Sports Camp at 
Hurie Park, St. John’s Breadline, Kumler Outreach, Ronald McDonald House, Contact 
Ministries, Mary Bryant Home for the Blind, Daily Bread, Washington Street Mission 
and MERCY communities. There were 67 sixth, seventh and eighth grade campers 
along with college staff and adult leaders totaling around 90 people involved in this 
year’s camp. Friends of the camp provided treats for the campers, baked muffins for the 
Washington Street Mission, loaned their vehicles, cooked breakfast one morning and 
dinner one evening for the camp, took treats to sports camp, loaned coolers, donated 
money, donated grills for Kumler cookout, printed brochures, made pillowcases for 
the campers, allowed campers to sleep in the churches, allowed campers to shower — 
the list goes on and on. It takes a whole community to put on a camp like this and the 
Petersburg community rates an A+ review from all involved. On Tuesday evening, the 
campers cooked 240 pork chop sandwiches and cupcakes and served at the Kumler 
UMC in Springfield to persons without homes. 

Nokomis churches join together for VBS
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The junior and senior high youth of Metropolis First UMC have participated in a 
variety of projects over the last few months. The group is pictured after spending a 
day assembling sandbags in Brookport. Other projects included Rebuilding Together, 
where students perform various tasks to improve homes of the widowed, elderly and 
disabled; placing luminaries at Relay for Life and Vacation Bible School. The group 
also donated more than 600 pieces of clothing to the Community Christian Church 
free clothing closet, six “Jesus Loves Me” blankets to Guardian Family Services and 
H.O.P.E.  The youth are led by Sherry Deming, Amy Cherry, and Dena Hopkins. 
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The Youth Praise and Worship Team of Metropolis First UMC is pictured with over 200 
pounds of pennies that were received during the church’s VBS penny drive. The VBS 
students donated more than $322 in pennies which were given to the Metropolis First 
Baptist Church Mission team to purchase medical supplies for their Haiti Mission this 
summer. Pictured are front row to back, from left are: Brittany Deming, Paige Graham, 
Alex Cepeda; Madelyn Lott, Amber Deming, Brenna Jackson, Kelsey Deming, Jodie 
Jacobs; Gavin Hayes, Lincoln Lang, Andrew Childers, Sydney Scott and Emily Reed. More than 150 youth and adults attended the Kaskaskia River District Youth Rally Aug. 

15. Harvest Ministry Team provided leadership in the worship with Matt Henson being 
the keynote speaker. Those in attendance accepted the challenge to “claim time at the 
feet of Jesus.”
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By Paul Black

The idea was simple enough:  
What would happen if 140,000 United 
Methodists in the southern two-thirds 
of Illinois set aside a day a month to 
fast and pray for a common need or 
dream? 

And so, when Cabinet co-chairs 
Randy Reese and Janice Griffith stood 
before the 2010 IGRC Annual Con-
ference, they issued the invitation for 
folks to join them on the first Thursday 
of the month for First Thursdays: A 
Call to Prayer and Fasting. And while 
the initial invitation was not met with 
as much enthusiasm as the announce-
ment that the annual assessment pro-
cess would be streamlined, it planted 
a seed that continues to germinate in 
the hearts of United Methodists in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

“We are seeking nothing less than 
clarity from God about our mission 
and purpose, power to live holy lives, 
opportunities to testify to the Gospel 
of grace, to share the love of Christ 
in tangible ways, and the courage to 
invite persons to commit their lives 
to Christ and become part of Christ’s 
holy Church,” Reese said. 

As Bishop Gregory V. Palmer not-
ed in his Episcopal address, the winds 
of revival are already, noting that even 
though worship attendance and mem-
bership continue to show slight de-
clines, the number of professions of 
faith increased in 2009 for the second 
consecutive year.

Within a week, a group was estab-
lished on Facebook to share ideas and 

best practices as to how to implement 
this call to a day of prayer and fasting. 
Within a week, 200 persons had joined 
and that number has doubled after just 
two First Thursday observances.

And the testimonials of individuals 
and churches tell a story of transfor-
mation.

“I really appreciate the conference 
providing tools to help have a theme 
each month and I love the idea of shar-
ing this day with everyone else across 
the conference,” wrote Karen Stauffer. 
“Although last month (in July) was 
not so successful for me, I improved 
yesterday completing the fast. Each 
month I hope to build a more estab-
lished habit of sacrifice and reflection. 
Jesus used a time of fasting to prepare 
for the next step, I know that if we 
draw near to Him, our conference’s 
next step will be revealed. “

Rev. Eunjoo Lee, pastor of Coul-
terville and Tilden UMC, agrees. “As 
I was traveling with my children, I 
was about to give up this month and 
start next month. However, I thought, 
it should be easier than home, because 
I did not have to prepare meal. So I 
did. It was awesome! While my chil-
dren were eating at the restaurant, I 
was walking around and praying. I 
usually cannot put up with hunger. 
My hands are shaky and feel dizzy 
when I am hungry. During the fasting, 
I was completely fine. I prayed for our 
church, our conference, and our bish-
op. I believe revival starts with us.”

As pastors and lay leaders have be-
gan this journey, they have also invit-
ed their congregations to join as well.

August’s Back to School theme 
was a perfect opportunity for several 
churches to combine the day of prayer 
and fasting with mission work for the 
schools.

In the communities of Girard and 
Virden, just south of Springfield, the 
fall brought with it a change brought 
about school consolidation.  The 
United Methodist churches in these 
two communities used it to provide 
ministries to the employees who were 
returning to a newly formed school 
district.

“We met for a time of prayer and 
reflection, primarily centering on 
praying for our newly consolidated 
school district as well as the students 
in other districts and other levels of 
education,” explained Rev. Mary Al-
ice Cunningham. “We also centered 
our thoughts and prayers on the safety 
of all: students, teachers, bus drivers, 
and administrators. We have then en-
couraged each other to take a grade 
level a week and pray for them during 
the school year.”

The churches also assembled more 
than 200 goodie bags for all employ-
ees in the new school district. Each 
bag included an apple, small school 
supplies, “sweet treats” and a card 
assuring them that they would be 
thought of and prayed for during the 
school year. 

At Salem Grace UMC, the First 
Thursday in August was a prelude to 
the church’s blessing of the school 

bags on Aug. 15, when school bags 
were assembled with school supplies 
and prepared for the community’s 
children.

At Collinsville and Galva, prayer 
walks were organized as part of the 
Back to School theme. 

“From the reaction of those that 
took part, we had to add an evening 
prayer walk so we could cover the en-
tire community and include those who 
work during the day,” reported Rev. 
Mark Horn, pastor of Collinsville 
First UMC.

The Galva Back to School 
Walk got the notice of the 
Galesburg Register-Mail, who 
assisted the congregation in 
publicizing the prayer walk.

Resources
Information about the 

First Thursday as well as a 
link to join the Facebook 
group can be found on the 
IGRC website at www.
igrc.org/firstthursday 

From that introductory 
page, there are pages lo-
cated along the right-hand 
column of the webpage 
that will provide some 
general resources on prayer 
and fasting and resources 
(prayers, litanies, hymns and 
other worship helps) specific 
to the theme of the upcoming 
monthly observance.

First Thursdays
Cabinet’s call to prayer and fasting resonates with Illinois        
Great Rivers Conference United Methodists, congregations

http://www.igrc.org/firstthursday
http://www.igrc.org/firstthursday
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Members of the Virden and Girard UMC’s assemble more than 200 goodie bags for 
all the employees of the newly-formed North Mac District 34, which began its first 
year of operation as a merged district Aug. 16. As a follow up of August’s “First 
Thursday,” church members wanted to show their support for the newly formed 
school and also tell the district employees they will be praying for them and the stu-
dents throughout the year. Each bag included an apple, small school supplies, sweet 
treats and a card of encouragement.
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FAQ’s about First Thursdays
What are we seeking? 

We are seeking nothing less than clar-
ity from God about our mission and pur-
pose, power to live holy lives, opportuni-
ties to testify to the Gospel of grace, to 
share the love of Christ in tangible ways, 
and the courage to invite persons to com-
mit their lives to Christ and become part 
of Christ’s holy Church. (Cabinet Address, 
2010 Annual Conference)

What is fasting?
Throughout Scripture fasting refers 

to abstaining from food for spiritual pur-
poses. Its primary focus is upon God, and 
only secondarily upon the food we forgo. 
The normal means of fasting involved ab-
staining from all food, solid or liquid, but 
not water.
Why should one fast?

In Scripture, fasting has two primary 
purposes: (1) personal or national re-
pentance for sin, and (2) to prepare one-
self inwardly for receiving the necessary 
strength and grace to complete a mission 
of faithful service in God’s name. Also, 
fasting expresses a hunger for God, a de-
sire to deepen the spiritual life, an aid in 
personal and communal discernment, and 
a way to strengthen the connection with 
the Body of Christ. Group fasting can be 
a wonderful and powerful thing provided 
there is a prepared people who are of one 
mind in these matters.
What is the connection be-
tween prayer and fasting?

Fasting intensifies the focus of 
prayer. Jesus told his disciples that 
some spiritual accomplishments were 
possible only by linking prayer with 
fasting. For Wesley, fasting was a way 
to deepen the experience of prayer. 
What are some scriptural   
references to fasting?

Exodus 24 and 34, 1 Kings 19, Mat-
thew 4, Zech. 8:19, Luke 18:12, Matthew 

6:16, Matthew 9:15, Luke 2:37, Isaiah 
58, Esther 4:16, Daniel 10:3; Leviticus 
223:27, Joel 2:15, 2 Chronicles 20:1-4, 
Ezra 8:21-23.  

I can’t fast from food.            
Are there other ways to fast?

If you cannot fast from food, then fast 
from: 

u Constant media stimulation
u Packaged, processed foods
u Needless shopping and conspicuous 

consumption
u Talking
u Judging others, and ourselves
u An over-packed schedule

I’m a beginner. How can I 
“ease” my way into fasting?

For beginners, start with a partial fast: a 
restriction of diet but not total abstinence. 
Restrict your intake to fresh fruit juices. 
Limit your fast to not more than 24 hours. 

Juice fast recommendation: fresh fruit 
and vegetable juices, herbal tea, vegetable 
broth, frozen fruit popsicles. Drink at least 
a gallon a day plus water. For this kind of 
fast, acidic juices like orange, grapefruit, 
and tomato may be too acidic and there-
fore bother one’s digestive system.
Are there some helpful,       
practical hints?

1 Prepare spiritually before fasting: 
ask for God’s help. Remind yourself that 
the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
and food is God’s gift.

2. Do not practice fasting if sick, 
traveling, or under unusual stress.

3. If possible, reduce your normal ac-
tivity while fasting.

4. Avoid heavy physical labor. 
5. During a normal fast (all food and 

beverages) drink only water, but plenty of 
it!

6. Check with your physician for 
guidelines, especially if you are pregnant, 
diabetic, on medication, have chronic dis-
ease, unwell, or have an eating disorder.

7. Get extra rest the night before and 
after.

8. The day before, refrain from caf-
feine, sugar, red meat, poultry, nicotine 
and alchol.

9. Decide who you will tell that you are 
fasting (Matt. 6:16-18)

10. Fill the time you would be preparing 
or eating food with prayer and meditation. 
Sing hymns, take a prayer walk, search the 
Scriptures.

11. Avoid television with all its tempt-
ing food ads and distractions.

12. Avoid chewing gum or eating hard 
candy because they release digestive en-
zymes that can make you hungrier.

13. When breaking your fast, eat a small 
healthy meal.
Is there a Wesleyan pattern for 
prayer and fasting? 

A day of fasting for John Wesley began 
after the evening meal the day before his 
fast day until the evening meal on the day 
of his fast. During this time he did not take 
solid food but fasted and focused much of 
his time in prayer. 
Who is invited to participate in 
the “First Thursdays” prayer and 
fasting? 

Anyone seeking spiritual revival! All 
United Methodists in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference (140,000 strong!) are 
invited to discover the spiritual power 
in this regular discipline that Jesus com-
mended, the early church practiced, and 
John Wesley followed for more than half 
a century. All desiring to join the move-
ment of God’s Spirit in our area are in-
vited. All seeking to grow in love of God 
and neighbor and deepen the spiritual life 
in community with other United Method-
ist Christians are invited. Pastors and local 
churches are encouraged to invite entire 
communities to join with us as we begin 
this adventure with God!
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Forming Spiritual Leaders
Consider your growth in professional competence

B
ri

ef
s COS Extension School 

dates announced
Dates and 

courses for 
the 2010-
2011 Course 

of Study Extension 
School have been announced.

Online registration for the spring 
classes will be posted soon on the 
IGRC website. For more information, 
visit the Course of Study website at: 
www.igrcos.blogspot.com or contact 
the Dean, Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones at 
mjones@igrc.org

Classes and dates for the fall and 
spring are as follows:

COS 311 New Testament I – 
taught by Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones 
and Rev. Keith Anderson. Aug. 27-28 
and Sept. 24-25.

COS 212 Theological Heritage: 
Early and Medieval – taught by Rev. 
Dr. Dennis Powers

COS 413 Worship and Sacra-
ments – taught by Rev. Dr. Howard 
White

Both courses are being held Oct. 
15-16 and Nov. 12-13.

COS 312 Theological Heritage: 
Reformation – taught Rev. Dr. Dennis 
Powers

COS 512 Contemporary Theology 
– instructor TBA.

Both courses are being taught Feb. 
4-5 and March 4-5.

COS 511 New Testament II – 
taught by Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones 
and Rev. Keith Anderson.

COS 513 Our Mission: Trans-
forming Agent – taught by Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Logsdon.

Both courses are being held April 
1-2 and April 29-30.

Aldersgate pastor’s       
conference Sept. 16-17

A two-day conference designed to 
assist churches with reaching out to 
generations not in attendance will be 
held at Marion Aldersgate UMC Sept. 
16-17.

An event brochure is available for 
download on the IGRC website at: 
www.igrc.org/events/detail/422. The 
link for the brochure is located at the 
bottom of the page. Registration is 
available online by visiting: www.mari-
onaldersgate.org/pastorsconference

Fishing With a New Generation will 
feature practical teaching on how to as-
sist congregations read the post-modern 
culture.

Speakers for the event are Bishop 
Gregory V. Palmer and Dr. F. Douglas 
Powe, E. Stanley Jones Professor of 
Evangelism  at St. Paul School of The-
ology in Kansas City, Mo.

By Tim Pate
Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry

Years ago, I 
sloughed off my el-
ementary education as 
not important. I loved 
recess, P.E., and lunch 
the most. It wasn’t un-

til late in high school and in college that I 
thought to myself, “Hey, this is all for me. 
I am the one who will get the benefit from 
teachers.”  

Since that time, I have realized the 
importance of education and enjoy some 
of the learning experiences in a way that 
would equip me for service. Before that 
time, though, I felt that all I really needed 
to do was to perform for the teachers so I 
could get a good grade; was I wrong. That 
was a life lesson I still carry with me.

Continuing education is essential for 
the leaders of the church. I have found that 
in this technologically advanced culture, I 
can easily become irrelevant, boring, and 
untrue to the ears of most of the people I 
want to reach. I have also discovered that I 
feel drained and ineffective when I set my 
spiritual growth and level of knowledge on 
cruise control and not pursuing the chal-
lenges I need. Continuing education for me 
then becomes a way to expand my horizons 
and find relief for my tired bones while fol-
lowing God’s call in my life. What has your 
quest for new ideas and instruction done for 
you lately? 

I serve as chair on the Continuing For-
mation and Professional Certification com-
mittee of the Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry, (BOM). Brent Anderson, chair of 
the Policies and Procedures Team, and I 
have agreed to promote the value of con-
tinuing education, inform clergy and lay 
people that there are scholarships available 
for continuing education, and update min-

isters on the number of hours required for 
continuing education. We also encourage 
each charge Pastor/Staff Parish Relations 
Committee to support and promote their 
staff for continuing education.

It seems that just a few leaders of the 
church, both lay and clergy even know that 
there is funding available for those learning 
opportunities that may help churches get 
that edge they need to reach out to the com-
munities around them or assist the leaders 
in teaching and preaching with the greatest 
of potential available. We all need encour-
agement and support in making disciples 
for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. I know I need the energy and 
awareness to give 100% because 99 and ½ 
% will not do.  Cruise control in my devel-
opment will not keep me on the course. 

Another reason we are writing this ar-
ticle is to call your attention to the required 
continuing education units as mentioned in 
the policy manual. For several years now, 
pastors have seen on our Pastor’s Report 
for Charge Conference a spot to describe 
our Continuing Formation and Spiritual 
Growth experience completed this year. 
The policy for these units is set by the 
BOM, (see Book of Discipline, Par. 334.2), 
and is set for the benefit of the individual 
as well as to help us be better pastors. We 
noticed that our Pastor’s Report Form were 
not consistent with our policy and want to 
make a correction. The stated requirements 
were lower than what our policy calls for. 
The form now says one unit per year which 
will add up to 4 units per quadrennium. The 
policy actually states that 8 Units are re-
quired per quadrennium, which trans-
lates to two units per year. We will be 
making changes on the Report forms which 
will require two units per year. No catch up 
is necessary; we are just now updating the 
requirements to start afresh and keep mov-
ing forward from here. 

Now that all that is said, the BOM 

wants to encourage all pastors to be creative 
in their selections of continuing education 
units. The two columns on the Pastor’s Re-
port will continue, one with familiar classes 
or trainings and their respective units and 
the other column with events which will 
not qualify for educational units, but are 
required or are an excellent advantage for 
each pastor. What we ask you to consider 
are other training events and seminars 
which will help you in continuing forma-
tion and spiritual growth. Please know that 
One Unit is equivalent to 10 hours of super-
vised study. So if your seminar is five hours, 
you will count that as ½ a unit. Please list 
them on your Report of Pastor form and 
keep current on your hours. For example, if 
you attend Emotional Wellness Workshop, 
Family Violence Prevention seminars, Lec-
ture Series, Human Relations Skills Train-
ing, National Convocations on Music, 
Evangelism, or Spiritual Formation, or Spe-
cial Bible Studies at Church Camp, figure 
your units and list them on your form. Also 
note that a personal evaluation of each 
event including their value to the mission 
of the church is necessary as a supplement 
if additional space is needed. I may be too 
simplistic about this, but I want to be clear 
about the corrected units required and at 
the same time ask you to be creative and 
proactive in your task for continuing educa-
tion. Averaging two units per year does not 
sound unreasonable. Growth in profession-
al competence and effectiveness through 
continuing education and formation is not 
something we want to avoid but I feel we 
should embrace. Keep up the good work.

Applications for Continuing Education 
for Ministers Funds and Applications for 
the Mary Evelyn Pasvogel Scholarship for 
persons seeking professional certification or 
Certified Lay Minister status can be found 
at the Board of Ministry website, www.igr-
bom.com. Click on Forms, and then select 
the Board of Ordained Ministry Forms.

Tim Pate

A basic lay speaking course was held at Illinois City UMC in the Spoon River District 
June 11-12. Participants and leaders include (from top) Annette Leopard, Lori Jar-
rett, Pastor Toni Ross, Nikki Ross, Rachel Wright, Kathy Jenkins, Nathan Ross, Joe 
Leopard, Josh Loveland, Samantha McGreer, James Bishop, and Nichole Mathias. Not 
pictured are leaders Becky Butterfield and Bill Jarrett.
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Rev. Stephen Killion, pastor of Bridge-
port-Petrolia UMC’s, graduated from the 
St. Paul School of Theology Course of 
Study program July 29.. 
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By Beth Fender
New Streams Coordinator

If you have infants and young children 
in your church, chances are you also have 
a church nursery. The nursery is a won-
derful place where loving volunteers (and 
sometimes paid staff) provide care for ba-
bies and toddlers so their parents can focus 
their attention on worship, Christian edu-
cation opportunities, and committee meet-

ings. Through positive interactions in the 
church nursery, young children learn that 
the church is a good place to be – and by 
extension, they learn that God must love 
them just as their caregivers do. Parents 
appreciate nursery care as a sign that the 
church welcomes them and wants them to 
participate in its ministries.

While all of this is certainly true, there 
is another essential function of the church 
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Forming Discipleship Systems
Oestreicher, 2 Cent      
offering headline       
Junior High YAR

Crash:What Happens 
When Heaven and Earth 
Collide? is the theme for 
the 2010 Junior High YAR to be 
held Oct. 15-17, at Lake William-
son Retreat Center in Carlinville. 

Registration materials are 
available at: www.igrc.org/Junio-

rHighYAR10
Mark Oestriecher will be the speaker 

and the musical group 2 Cent Offering 
will lead worship.

Oestreicher has been involved in 
church ministry his whole life, particu-
larly with teenagers and youth work-
ers. Marko has had a broad experience 
working in churches in roles ranging 
from junior high pastor to executive pas-
tor. For 11 years, Marko was at Youth 
Specialties in San Diego, an organiza-
tion that trains and equips church youth 
workers -- the last eight of which he 
served as president. For the last four 
years, Marko has also been a part of the 
leadership team of Zondevan.

Marko has authored or contributed 
to more than 50 books, including the 
much-talked-about Youth Ministry 3.0, 
and his most recent, Middle School 
Ministry (co-authored with Scott Ru-
bin). He speaks nationally and inter-
nationally, consults with churches and 
ministry non-profits, and leads the Youth 
Ministry Coach Program.

An active blogger with 2,000 daily 
readers, Marko is engaged in social 
media and is a forward thinker in all 
things digital and youth. Marko has been 
married to Jeannie for 24 years and has 
two teenage children, Liesl and Max.

Two Cent Offering was initially 
formed in 2007. The group takes its 
name from Luke 21:1-4, “As he looked 
up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury. He also saw a 
poor widow put in two very small cop-
per coins. I tell you the truth,” he said, 
“this poor widow has put in more than 
all the others...she out of her poverty put 
in all she had to live on.”

Meeting the challenge of Vacation Bible School
By Beth Fender
New Streams         
Coordinator

With the kids back 
in school, Vacation 
Bible School is just a 
memory for another 
year. Churches through-
out the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference pulled out all the stops 
to host exciting, life-changing weeks of 
VBS this summer. 

VBS certainly comes with a few chal-
lenges: competing for the time and attention 
of children and their busy families, recruit-
ing volunteers, space limitations, and more. 
Fortunately, creative VBS teams continu-
ally devise new ways to meet those chal-
lenges.

VBS today competes with many sum-
mer children’s activities. One challenge for 
VBS leaders, then, is to encourage children 
to come to VBS each day. Some churches 
accomplish this by offering an exciting ex-
perience at the end of the week. 

On the last day of their morning VBS, 
the children at Decatur Sharon UMC were 
invited to stay for pizza (always a good 
attendance motivator) and to practice for 
the evening closing program. In addition, 
a 13-year-old beekeeper came to speak to 
the children as a part of their bee-themed 
VBS. At the conclusion of their space-
themed VBS, the children at Quincy 
Union UMC spoke with a NASA astronaut 
via speaker-phone. The children’s first 
question, answered very well by the astro-
naut, was “How do you go to the bathroom 
in space?” Children who attended all five 
days of VBS at Bath UMC were eligible 
for a drawing held the last night of VBS 
for some of the decorations: two large, in-
flatable crocodiles. 

Pekin First UMC encourages atten-
dance for everyone in the church by offer-
ing VBS classes for all ages – including 
adults! One of this year’s adult classes was 
an introduction to elements of the worship 
service, while another was a theme study 
tied to the children’s VBS theme. Pekin 
First also advertised their VBS in the com-

munity by using door hangers. Leaders esti-
mated that they hung about 100 door hang-
ers on homes in local neighborhoods, and 
about five or six new children came to VBS 
as a result of their efforts. 

It can be a challenge to motivate older 
children to attend VBS – but not for Car-
bondale First UMC! The 4th-6th grade 
class was led by a very creative teacher 
who adapted the curriculum around the 
unique interests of this age level. He also ar-
ranged a field trip to Little Grassy Camp for 
messy games and other activities, all during 
the time the younger children were at the 
church for VBS one evening. 

Choosing VBS curriculum can also be 
challenging. Some churches struggle to 
afford the expense of VBS kits, while oth-
ers have difficulty finding curriculum that 
fits the unique needs of their setting. A few 
churches develop their own VBS curricu-
lum each year. Normal Calvary UMC be-
gins their VBS development shortly after 
VBS ends each summer. The co-directors 
get together and choose the theme and the 
scriptures. They then share this information 
with leaders in areas such as story, crafts, 
games, and snacks. These leaders develop 
their own lesson material to fit the theme 
scripture for each day. 

Selecting a recipient of the VBS offer-
ing can also be a challenge, particularly if a 
church chooses not to support the cause in-
cluded in the curriculum. Normal First UMC 
chose to give their money through UMCOR 
to dig wells. One child reported, “We’re col-
lecting money for wells in India and Africa. 
They have to walk a long way for water. If I 
could, I’d put a $1,000 check in.” 

Decatur Sharon UMC raised $250 to 
equip beekeepers in Liberia through UM-
COR. Bloomington Wesley UMC collected 
school supplies for needy children in their 
community. Quincy Union UMC also col-
lected school supplies, sending them to 
Chaddock and Lessie Bates Davis Neigh-
borhood House, two IGRC children’s agen-
cies.

Many churches find it challenging to 
incorporate snack time as one VBS sta-
tion. After all, eating a snack just doesn’t 
take as long as making a sand-art project. 

While some churches solve this problem by 
having all the groups eat snack at the same 
time, Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC 
combined snack time with coloring pages 
and the video segments that came with their 
curriculum. 

Bloomington Wesley UMC does not 
serve snacks at all, but instead serves din-
ner before their evening VBS begins. Much 
like Wesley Chapel, Bloomington Wesley 
also saved time by showing the curriculum 
video during dinner.

Recruiting volunteers is another chal-
lenge for VBS leaders, particularly for a 
daytime VBS. One under-utilized group of 
available volunteers is youth and college 
students. VBS at Chillicothe UMC includes 
many teenage volunteers, a few of whom 
are not even church members, but friends of 
other volunteers. How does the church at-
tract so many young volunteers? They feed 
them! During snack time, all of the children 
eat together, giving the young volunteers 
time to spend in the church kitchen eating 
youth-friendly snacks and hanging out with 
one another. At the end of VBS, there is 
even a pizza party just for the volunteers, 
combined with time to clean up all the VBS 
decorations. 

Youth can serve in many ways at VBS. 
One of the youth volunteers at Decatur Sha-
ron UMC was assigned as a special one-
on-one helper for a boy in one class who 
needed extra help. At Quincy Union UMC, 
one of the youth went around with a press 
hat and a clipboard taking notes for a daily 
newsletter, which an adult helped produce. 

How does your church address the chal-
lenges of VBS? If you have tips like these 
that might help other churches, there are 
many ways you can share them:

• Visit the IGRC CEF Facebook page, 
join the group, and join the discussion un-
der “VBS Tips”

• Email tips to Beth Fender (bfender@
igrc.org)

• Send tips by mail to Beth at PO Box 
19207, Springfield, IL 62794. 

A longer version of this article, includ-
ing even more VBS tips from IGRC church-
es, is available on the IGRC website at 
www.igrc.org/vbs. 

B
riefs

Beth Fender

Have you ever considered...
How the church’s nursery is a 
model of God’s grace?

See Nursery on page 20 . . .Ph
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Developing New Congregations & Revitalizing Existing Ones

“¿Te gustaria que le ayudara?” 
Pantry volunteers take time to learn Spanish while helping those in need

B
ri

ef
s Healthy congregation 

workshops slated
The first in a series 

of six workshops will 
be held in each of the 
IGRC districts over 
the upcoming months. 
Online registration is 
available on the IGRC 
website at: www.igrc.

org/healthycongregations. There is no 
charge for the workshop, as it  is under-
written by the Area Office of Pastoral 
Care and Counseling. On-site lunch will 
be the participant’s responsibility.

For additional information, contact 
the Rev. J. William Werner, interim direc-
tor of the Office of Pastoral Care and 
Counseling at bilterwerner@gmail.com

Healthy Congregations Workshop 
I – all workshops are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sept. 13 – Kaskaskia River District, 
Fairfield First UMC

Sept. 14 – Cache River District, 
Marion First UMC

Sept. 15 – Mississippi River District, 
Fairview Heights Christ UMC

Sept. 21 – Sangamon River District, 
United Methodist Center

Oct. 12 – Iroquois River District, 
Mahomet UMC

Oct. 13 – Vermilion River District, 
Chenoa UMC

Oct. 18 – Embarras River District, 
Neoga Grace UMC

Nov. 1 – LaMoine River District, 
Camp Point UMC

Healthy Congregations Workshop 
II – 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Oct. 14 – Spoon River District, Gales-
burg First UMC

Note: The Healthy Congregation 
Workshop for the Illinois River District 
in September (being hosted at Dunlap 
Prospect) has been postponed. 

10 in 2010 events slated
Modeled after the Forged in the Fire 

events, the IGRC Evangelism Commit-
tee will host 10 in 2010 mini-evangelism 
events throughout the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference. 

The remaining dates include:
Sept. 26, 7 p.m. – Sumner UMC 

(Kaskaskia River District). Mike Rayson 
speaking.

Oct. 16, 5:30 p.m. – Springfield First 
UMC (Sangamon River District). 

Oct. 24, 6 p.m. – East Moline Christ 
UMC (Spoon River District). Rev. Danny 
Cox speaking. Offering for the John 
Wesley Elementary School in Wealah, 
Liberia.

Nov. 7, 7 p.m. – Jacksonville Grace 
UMC (LaMoine River District), spon-
sored by the Holy Spokes Cluster. 

Dec. 5, 6 p.m. (tentative) Marion 
Aldersgate UMC (Cache River District)

Dates for the Embarras, Illinois, Iro-
quois and Vermilion TBA.

By Lynda Zimmer
Champaign News-Gazette

URBANA -- “Te gustaria que le 
ayudara?” has replaced “Would you like 
me to help you?” at one area food pantry.

Two dozen volunteers at the pantry of-
fered by Wesley United Methodist Church 
have taken a basic Spanish class to learn 
how to communicate with Hispanic cli-
ents.

“I decided I would feel more comfort-
able if I have a few phrases to share – to 
make them feel welcome,” said David Sat-
tazahn of Savoy, one of the class members.

His wife, Ruth, added, “There was one 
time when a volunteer couldn’t commu-
nicate with someone who was without (a 
knowledge of) English.”

Wesley sets up its food giveaway in 
hallways and Sunday school classrooms on 
the third Thursday of each month.

Alejandra Coronel taught the four-ses-
sion class at the Urbana church. “I work at 
the University of Illinois and have a bilin-
gual consulting service, but this is what I 
love to do,” Coronel said of teaching. She 
also has taught Spanish at the Champaign 
Police Department.

Before the classes even started, she 
translated some signs for Hispanic shop-
pers: sopa vegetariana, habichuelas and 
macarron con queso label cans of vegetable 
soup and green beans and boxes of macaro-
ni and cheese. Her course objectives includ-
ed family words, courtesy communication, 
pantry conversation and cultural awareness.

She told her students at the campus 
church that the Latino culture enjoys com-

pliments and is less sensitive about them 
than some other cultures.

But as the English speakers tried to mas-
ter Spanish and called themselves “stupid,” 
she warned, “Do not use the term ‘stupido’ 
for ‘stupid.’ It’s very offensive. Use ‘tonto,’ 
which means ‘crazy.’”

Judith Unger, the church member who 
organized the classes, said that on pantry 
days, “Our volunteers kept saying, ‘I don’t 
know how to say this.’”

The pantry has more than 600 volun-
teers, most not even members of the church, 
according to Unger. “It takes about 100 of 
them each month for the Wednesday setup 
and Thursday night distribution,” she said.

On one pantry day, University of Illi-
nois social work students assembled in the 
church sanctuary to fill bags and boxes with 
groceries and cleaning supplies.

Susan Garner said she decided to take 
the class after she could not explain to one 
woman that the numbered signs in the pan-
try were just to designate stations.

“She was picking up two things at Sta-
tion 2 and three things at Station 3,” Garner 
said.

Candice Sloan, a pantry volunteer and 
another student in the Spanish class, said, 
“I was saying ‘mas comida, mas comida 
– more food, more food’ (as patrons were 
shopping) and they got it. But that was all I 
remembered from my seventh grade Span-
ish.”

Besides encouragement to select more 
food, some pantry clients need to be told 
there is a limit to amounts offered, accord-
ing to material printed for the class. A typi-
cal exchange might be:

– Cuantas personas hay en su familia? 
(How many people in your family?)

– Por que? (Why?)
– Porque tienes mas de lo que esta per-

mitivo. (Because you have more than what 
is permitted.)

In the church’s Great Hall, where pan-
try clients assemble, volunteer Matthew 
Peek calls out, “26, veintiseis; 30, treinta” – 
shopping numbers in English and Spanish.

Peek did not take the Spanish class be-
cause he learned the language in the Air 
Force. He also translates at the Champaign 
County courthouse.

On an actual pantry day, volunteer and 
UI student Adam Faust, who had taken the 
class, admitted, “I need practice. I’d better 
get out the flash cards.”

He stood by stacks of crackers and bags 
of rice as he directed shoppers who used 
church-supplied wheelbarrow-like carts 
and their own suitcases on wheels to col-
lect food.

“I remember trying to help one mom 
and six kids, with more than six bags of gro-
ceries trying to get on a bus, one time,” he 
said, explaining the current trend for shop-
pers to bring totes on wheels.

At the end of the corridor with stacks 
of food, Allen Smith, a volunteer from the 
Spanish class, asked Hispanic clients who 
were done shopping, “Su numero, por fa-
vor? (Your number, please?) He sent them 
outside to pick up unlimited amounts of 
surplus food. Cans of sauerkraut and cran-
berries were plentiful that day.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
May 2 issue of the Champaign News-Ga-
zette. See related story on page 21.)

A family awaits their number being called during the Wesley Evening Food Pantry’s 
food distribution at Wesley United Methodist Church in Urbana.
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IGRC to sponsor Hispanic ministry event
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

will sponsor a workshop to be held at 
Grace United Methodist Church in Deca-
tur on Sept. 24-25 titled “Engaging the 
Hispanic-Latino Community.”

The purpose of the workshop is to pre-
pare non-Hispanic/Latino clergy and laity 
to be in ministry with Hispanics and Lati-
nos within their communities. The work-
shop will focus on providing training in 
building relationships with Hispanic and 
Latino immigrant populations, discerning 
ministry initiatives that include Hispanic 
neighbors, and equipping churches for 
first steps in community outreach pro-
grams.

The registration fee will be $30 per 
person with an early registration discount 
of $5 off per person if registered by Aug. 
24. An online registration link is available 
at www.igrc.org/engagement. Checks 
should be made payable to IGRC and 
mailed to the Office of Congregational 
Development, IGRC, P.O. Box 19207, 
Springfield, IL 62794-9207.

http://www.igrc.org/healthycongregations
http://www.igrc.org/healthycongregations
mailto:bilterwerner@gmail.com
http://www.igrc.org/engagement
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Mission and Outreach — Locally and Globally

Three days of 
training for di-
saster response 
is being offered at 
East Bay Camp Sept. 
13-15.

Participants can 
attend either of the 

first two days but are required to attend 
both the first and second day in order to 
attend the third day of training.

Online registration for the event can 
be accessed by visiting: www.igrc.org/
response2010

For more information, contact 
Christy Blickensderfer at cblickensder-
fer@igrc.org or by calling 217-529-2473.

The first day of training, Early Re-
sponse Training, is a seven-hour training 
session to equip individuals to go into 
disaster areas as soon as it is safe for 
volunteers to enter into the area. 

The second day of training, Emo-
tional and Spiritual Care Training, is 
a  seven-hour UMCOR training for 
referral work, disaster trauma awareness, 
long-term recovery process, impact of 
disasters upon congregations, listening 
skills and basic psychological first aid.

The final day of training, IGRC Care 
Ministry Team training, is a four to five-
hour focus on follow-up with care team 
members following deployment and sug-
gestions for unique circumstances. 

Early response training set 
for Coal City, Herrin

Early response training has been set 
to be held in Coal City and in Herrin.

The Coal City training is set for 
Saturday, Oct. 9 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Coal City UMC. Online registration 
is available at: www.igrc.org/response-
coalcity.

The training at Herrin UMC will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 13. Online regis-
tration is available at: www.igrc.org/
response-herrin

The training event is a seven-hour 
training session to equip individuals to go 
into disaster areas as soon as it is safe for 
volunteers to enter into the area. 

Background check forms will be 
given at the training in order for partici-
pants to be credentialed.

Mission trip opportunities 
online

Upcoming mission trip opportuni-
ties are now posted online at the IGRC 
website. 

Persons looking for a mission team 
or wish to publicize a trip and recruit 
additional team members will find the 
system useful.

Mission opportunities are found on 
the right-hand side of the IGRC home 
page at www.igrc.org.

B
riefs

O’Fallon First UMC Partners with Polish congregation
By Ron Fontenot
O’Fallon First UMC

If you have ever met Pastor Janusz 
Daszuta you would never forget his big 
booming voice, his energy, or his visionary 
spirit. 

There is no doubt he is a “Man of God” 
by his actions and his speech. Pastor Daszuta 
is the lead pastor of  Kielce UMC in Kielce, 
Poland and conducts a huge Vacation Bible 
School Day Camp in the rural community of 
Zaborze, Poland.

In June seven members from O’Fallon, 
First UMC departed for Poland full of en-
thusiasm and anticipation. Several members 
of the team have made this trip before but 
the emotions still run high in anticipation of 
hugging old friends and making new friends.  
After a nine hour airplane ride and a short 
car trip the team finally arrived in Morawica, 
Poland.   

A six-year relationship between O’Fallon 
UMC and Kielce UMC in Kielce, Poland, 
has flourished into a large family connection. 

Over the years the two churches have 
worked together to build a huge Day Camp 
in the rural area near Zaborze, Poland, just 
outside of Kielce. The camp is situated on 
several acres of pasture land and can be seen 
from miles away. The tepees, horse corral, 
and huge campfire are all surrounded by a 
rustic log fence. 

n Vacation Bible School
Mission teams hosted by First UMC 

have traveled to Poland to join with the 
Kielce UMC congregation to organize and 
conduct a huge vacation bible school for 
children primarily from the surrounding 
farming communities. For many of these 
children the Vacation Bible School Day 
Camp will be the only summer vacation ad-
venture they will get.

The vacation bible school is a weeklong 

affair conducted from Tuesday to Saturday. 
In 2010 approximately 220 children attend-
ed which makes for a logistical challenge. 
The children are divided into ten groups 
which the “Americans” work with a trans-
lator and helper and everyone learns from 
each other. The camp activities reinforce the 
theme word of the day. This year the theme 
words were Bravery, Honor, Love, Respect, 
and Humility. All the games, crafts, and ac-
tivities plus the Bible teachings were used 
to reinforce the theme words.    

There were many activities, crafts, and 
games all going on simultaneously. Activi-
ties included shooting the bow and arrow, 
jump rope, horseback riding, and log rolling 
just to mention a few. The children moved 
from station to station chanting and singing 
their group’s song. Just before the meal was 
“Time with the Creator” which was Bible 
Story time. A Bible story coordinated with 
the theme word was told to the children by 
the American leaders.

Saturday was Family Day at the Camp. 
Families were invited to share in the chil-
dren’s activities and to view the crafts the 
children made during the week. Competi-
tive games between the groups built spirit 
and togetherness and gave the parents a 
chance to see their children in action. At 
each activity there is an opportunity to build 
new relationships or reinforce existing rela-
tionships. The O’Fallon’s team philosophy 
is that “it is not about the project but it is 
about relationships.”

There are many highlights of the mission 
trip but one of the most powerful testimonies 
is the opportunity to worship with another 
Methodist congregation especially one that 
is 5,000 miles away. “We speak different lan-
guages, we come from different cultures, but 
we worship the same God, how powerful is 
that,” says Ron Fontenot, a six year veteran 
of the Poland mission outreach.   

n Covenant agreement ‘focuses’    
mission and outreach 

The partnership between O’Fallon First 
UMC and Kielce UMC has put “focus” in 
the Missions/Outreach program. Several 
Sunday School Classes conduct their 
own fund raisers to finance the Poland 
mission trips. Small groups finance the 
purchase of T-Shirts, crafts items for the 
Polish children and provide funds for the up-
keep for the Day Camp.

The Intercessory Prayer Team provides 
prayers for the Kielce UMC leadership and 
prayers for members of Kielce UMC.

The Wednesday night Cooking Team 
provides meals for fundraisers to support the 
mission project.

On World Communion Sunday, through 
the use of technology, Rev Janusz Daszuta 
participates in the worship service at First 
UMC and provides words of encouragement 
and answers questions from the congrega-
tion.  

n Becoming an In Mission Together 
Partner

The “In Mission Together” partnership 
has inspired First UMC to become better 
equipped to respond to mission challenges 
not only globally but in the local communi-
ty. Many hearts and lives have been touched 
by God’s love because members of First 
UMC have dared to step out and extend a 
hand.

Congregations are invited to explore “In 
Mission Together” partnerships with United 
Methodists in Eastern Europe and the Bal-
kans. Information on becoming a partner is 
available online at In Mission Together or 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/connections/
partnerships/inmissiontogether/

Contact Ron Fontenot at email ron-
bo3@prodigy.net. Give to Poland “In Mis-
sion Together” Advance # 00408A

The General Board of Global Minis-
tries’ Annual Honduras Summit will be held 
at Alton Main Street UMC Oct. 6-9. 

Representatives from the GBGM, mis-
sionaries from Honduras, work team mem-
bers from around the country, and leaders 
from our Annual Conference will be at-
tending this summit. Bishop Palmer will be 
preaching Friday night, Oct. 8.  

IGRC is pursuing a relationship with 
Honduras and this summit will be an easy 
opportunity to get acquainted with the work 
going on in Honduras. The summit will 
also acquaint participants with the Hispanic 
needs in our conference. VIM Leadership 
Certification will be offered, which opens 
doors for ministry in the U.S. and around 
the world.

Basic mission trip information is being 
offered. There will be training for people 
who have never led a mission trip but would 
like to do so. 

GBGM summit at    
Alton Main St. UMC

Camp Point UMC held its third annual MIssion Extravaganza on June 19 to make 
UMCOR cleaning buckets for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. The event 
was organized by Tammy Smith and Pastor Joe Tomich. After raising nearly $20,000 
for materials, the group assembled 500 flood buckets during a three-hour period on 
Saturday morning in June. MMDC Executive Director Pat Wright and Warehouse Su-
pervisor Mark Freeman drove to Camp Point to help oversee the process of putting the 
buckets together and transported the buckets back to the Distribution Center.
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Three-day disaster     
response training 
scheduled

http://www.igrc.org/response2010
http://www.igrc.org/response2010
mailto:cblickensderfer@igrc.org
mailto:cblickensderfer@igrc.org
http://www.igrc.org/response-coalcity
http://www.igrc.org/response-coalcity
http://www.igrc.org/response-herrin
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nursery which might be easily overlooked. 
The church nursery is a model of God’s 
grace.

As United Methodists, we are heirs of 
the spiritual heritage of John Wesley, who 
said that we experience God’s grace in 
several different ways. The first of these is 
prevenient grace, which Wesley defined as 
God’s grace active in our lives before we 
are even aware of it. Prevenient grace is 
not dependent on anything we do. Through 
prevenient grace, God reaches out to us and 
gives us the capacity to respond in faith. 
Prevenient grace is God’s love freely of-
fered to us with no strings attached. We can 
do nothing to earn God’s grace, and nothing 

we do could ever repay God for this price-
less gift.

In the church nursery, we model God’s 
prevenient grace by offering care to infants 
and young children who do nothing to earn 
it and have no capacity to give us anything 
in return except smiles, giggles, and hugs. 
These little ones cannot yet use their gifts 
to serve in the church. They cannot yet sup-
port the church financially. In fact, they cost 
the church money for nursery toys and sup-
plies! Yet the church counts it as a privilege 
to welcome and care for these beloved chil-
dren of God.

Partnering with God to extend grace 
through the church nursery equips us and 
challenges us to reach out to others in the 
same way. Do we welcome others to our 
church who do not seem particularly de-

serving of grace? Do we count it a privilege 
to love them and help them to grow, even 
if they cannot yet support the ministries of 
the church financially or through the use of 
their spiritual gifts? Whether they are chil-
dren, youth, or adults, do we see them as 
beloved children of God?

For more information about the church 
nursery as a model of God’s grace, including 
scripture references, material for training 
church nursery volunteers, and suggestions 
on celebrating infant baptism and support-
ing spiritual development of children in the 
home, see The Most Important Space in 
the Church: The Nursery by Rita B. Hays 
(Discipleship Resources, 2009; available 
through Cokesbury). This book is also avail-
able through the UMRC. Contact Jill Stone, 
217-529-2744 or umrc@igrc.org.
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Embracing Communication & Technology
Dates needed for 2011 
IGRC program calendar

Groups, committees, task forces and 
other conference entities that wish 
to have their events included 
in the 2011 IGRC Program 
Calendar are asked to submit 
those events by Thursday, 
Sept. 30.

Due to rising production 
costs, the 2011 Program cal-
endar will not be printed this 
year but will be available 
for download for anyone free 
of charge. Persons can download the 
PDF and print the pages they desire. 
The PDF calendar will not be updated 
throughout the year so any changes 
will only be updated on the conference 
calendar, located at www.igrc.org/
events/calendar 

The submitted events will be 
included on the calendar and will also 
be posted on the Conference Calendar 
online at www.igrc.org.   

Groups are reminded that as their 
meetings change, please contact the 
Communications Team and changes 
will be made to the online calendar. 
Also, please include the location of the 
meeting, the starting and end time and 
any costs associated with the event.

The Communications Team can 
also set up online registration for 
events with the only cost being what 
is charged by Paypal for processing 
credit card sales.

Events can be submitted to Mi-
chele Willson at mwillson@igrc.org

M2LIVE Conference to be 
held at Garrett

Church leaders or volunteers 
interested in learning to develop an 
effective social media strategy, create 
a more appealing and usable church 
website or would like to grow ministry 
using web technology are invited to 
participate in M2Live Chicago Oct. 
8-9 at Garrett Evangelical Theological 
Seminary.

Online registration is available at: 
www.m2live.org

M2LIVE training events feature 
insight from many of today’s brightest 
church web evangelists.

Kem Meyer,  Communications Di-
rector at Granger Community Church, 
will be one of the event speakers. 
Meyer leads creative, information and 
technology teams to champion a clear, 
cohesive and unified experience across 
departments and campuses. Her book, 
Less Clutter. Less Noise. provides 
simple insights to the not-so-simple art 
of communication to help churches, 
businesses and not-for-profits find 
ways to get the word out and, simply, 
do better. 

A new look for a new time
New format for The Current completes a four-year journey

By Paul Black
Director of              
Communication       
Ministries

This issue of The 
Current  is a milestone 
on a number of fronts.

First, the September 
issue begins the 15th 

year of publication since the former Cen-
tral Illinois Conference’s edition of The 
United Methodist Reporter and the former 
Southern Illinois Conference’s Connexion 
merged into a single publication aimed 
at providing news and information to the 
newly-formed Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference.

Under the very capable leadership of 
Bettie Story and Rev. Paul Widicus, The 
Current became a valuable part of the con-
ference’s communication system in pro-
viding timely, informative and fact-filled 
stories about the conference and its mem-
ber churches while still keeping an eye on 
telling the larger story of the national and 
global church as well.

Our commitment has not wavered 
from those beginning steps as a new con-
ference. However, times have changed and 
how people get their news and information 
continues to be in a state of flux and our 
latest move is in keeping with the times in 
which we live.

Beginning in August 2006, the confer-
ence’s communication system was heavily 
invested in print media. In fact, $1 of ev-
ery $2 of the operational part of the com-
munications budget was spent producing a 
newspaper every two weeks.

At that time, news stories and informa-
tion were held until it was first published 
in the newspaper. If the item was breaking 
news, then it might have been published 
on the conference List Serv, a large email 
mailing list.

The communications team also needed 
to find a way to expand its video ministry. 

Beginning with video stories at the 1999 
annual conference, this ministry, under the 
volunteer leadership of Rev. Bruce Wei-
man, continued to grow and demand for 
production of in-house video increased 
exponentially.

So as our audience begin to ask for a 
more diversified communications product 
without spending significantly more mon-
ey, we began turning the ship in August 
2006.

With the assistance of the U.S. Postal 
Service’s change in Second Class bulk-
rate rules, we made the decision to go to a 
monthly newspaper . The Postal Service’s 
rule change resulted in a 10 percent sur-
charge for mailing the newspaper for sort-
ing our printer previously did at no charge.

Realizing that such a move would 
leave a vacuum in the information flow, we 
opted to start publishing news in real time, 
posting it on the web as it was occurring. 
In order to bolster the new news cycle of 
web first, then newspaper, we began pub-
lishing a weekly e-newsletter, The Current 
Week in Review. More than 2,000 readers 
now subscribe to the e-newsletter.

Other ministries and some of the dis-
tricts have also discovered the value of 
e-newsletters as more than 20 different 
publications are now produced from IGRC 
ministries on a monthly basis. 

Our savings from this shift was just 
over $40,000. Our additional expense 
for the e-newsletter service was less than 
$1,000, meaning 10 percent of our com-
munications budget and 40 percent of our 
operations budget could now be reallocat-
ed for the much-needed video ministry and 
the emerging web technologies needed to 
keep the IGRC on the cutting edge.

In mid-May, we launched another 
major improvement to our system when, 
collaborating with Brick Rivers Technol-
ogy in Exeter, N.H., we unveiled the new 
IGRC website. Replacing a website and 
system that resembled a patchwork quilt, 
the new site has provided an integration of 

online event registration, posting of audio 
and video files with new features such as 
volunteer mission opportunities, an area 
where churches can share how something 
worked for them (It Worked for Us), a cler-
gy locator and a church locator.

Navigation has been simplified and 
made more redundant, so that visitors can 
find what they are looking for from a num-
ber of different ways.

The result has been a significant spike 
in website traffic.

The last vestige of the old system was 
the newspaper format of The Current.

As the news cycle had made much of 
The Current less timely and more a means 
of providing a single place where folks can 
get their information, we asked ourselves, 
“Is there a better format for sharing this in-
formation than a newspaper?”

As we thought, we realized that in 
many ways, The Current still had a role to 
play in providing a digest of news and in-
formation but not in a timely manner. This 
is the role that magazines still play in the 
mass media market.

So we started developing a redesign 
where we will retain the newsprint for cost 
effectiveness but the focus and type of sto-
ries will be more features and less time-
sensitive information.

Employing a strategy used by many 
newspapers, the monthly cover story will 
be a “First in Print” story that will only be 
published to the website after its print pub-
lication.

Such a strategy, however, relies upon 
our readers. We invite you to tell your sto-
ry. As you can tell from this issue, we have 
an abundance of stories that have come in 
through the summer hiatus. 

But we envision with your help, our 
stories are infinitely many and we want to 
tell them. We may not be able to use all 
of them but please know it is our desire to 
continue to tell your story and  corporate-
ly, our story, even as the ship takes us new 
places on the journey.

Paul Black

Nursery
Continued from page 17
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By Paige Roberts
EIU Wesley Foundation

CHARLESTON – What do you get 
when you combine one university, one 

campus ministry, seven generous churches, 
and 150 new college freshmen? 

The answer is 200 health kits and 35 
flood buckets for the Midwest Mission Dis-
tribution Center. 

On Aug. 21, about 3,000 freshmen and 
transfer students at Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity participated in a morning of service 
called Jumpstart to G.I.V.E. (getting in-
volved in volunteer efforts). 

The Wesley Foundation campus minis-
try was asked to arrange two service proj-
ects for 150 of these students. Rev. Paige 
Roberts, the campus minister, organized 
the making of health kits and flood buck-
ets for the MMDC. This project offered a 
unique opportunity to share about the Wes-
ley Foundation, MMDC, and The United 
Methodist Church with the freshmen, while 
also providing needed materials.

The University provided the funds 
to make the health kits, but didn’t have 
the budget for the flood buckets. This is 
where the churches came in. Roberts sent 
out a letter to area churches, asking if they 
would donate in order for the new students 
to make flood buckets. Donations were re-
ceived from Paris First, Paris First UMW, 
Kirk Chapel, Windsor, Falmouth, Paris 
Otterbein, Charleston Wesley, and Arcola 
United Methodist churches, and several in-
dividuals. 

On that Saturday, 150 freshmen and 

transfer students came into the vending 
lounge of the MLK Union at EIU, ready 
to work. Roberts first invited the students 
to imagine that their most precious posses-
sions were lost, and then to imagine some-
one giving them a small bit of hope. Next, 
Mark Freeman, warehouse manager for 
the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, 
shared about the ministry of the MMDC 
and the many people it serves. After about 
an hour of “controlled chaos” (with lots of 
help from Mark), the kits and buckets were 
completed and loaded into the MMDC van. 

Roberts then led students in a time of 
reflection where they had a chance to share 
about the experience. Several students 
shared stories of people in their own lives 
affected by natural disasters. Some students 
shared about their own homes being flood-
ed; others had family in Haiti affected by 
the earthquake; yet another had family in 
Jamaica affected by a hurricane. 

As student Erin Wise shared, “Early in 
the morning, we weren’t too excited to be 
here – we would have rather been sleeping. 
But by the end we could see the value of 
what we were doing and how we were help-
ing people around the world.”
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Cunningham Home celebrates 115 years of service
URBANA – Cunningham Children’s 

Home alumni representing every decade 
from the 1930’s to the early 2000’s came 
home to reminisce and reconnect on July 
25, 2010. In celebration of the Home’s 
115th Anniversary, Cunningham opened 
its campus to more than 300 former resi-
dents, staff, and guests. 

Visitors were invited to tour the 
schools, cottages, recreational facility, 
and most other buildings. The Heritage 
Room was filled with photo albums for 
alumni to sift through memories of the 
past. Generations of families crowd-
ed around photo albums laughing and 
sharing their loved ones’ stories of ‘old 
times.’ Donald Kimmel (1950’s resident) 
commented, “I have many fond memories 
of my time at ‘The Home’ as we called it. 
I have always felt that without the guid-
ance and religious training I received that 
I would not have become the person that 
I am today.”

Alumni were greeted with love by 

volunteers, staff, and guests alike. Every 
former resident was invited to receive a 
Cunningham quilt lovingly made by the 
United Methodist Women; a gift that 
serves as a reminder of the love, compas-
sion, and support that is forever theirs as a 
member of the Cunningham family. One 
former Cunningham resident expressed 
her thanks saying, “Thank you for the 
quilt. The ladies of the [United Method-
ist] church worked hard to make them. 
Please be sure to thank them.” 

Bishop Gregory Palmer’s inspiring 
and dynamic message at the 115th An-
niversary Celebration Service touched 
the hearts of all as he honored the faith 
and stewardship of the United Methodist 
Women and the courage of Cunningham 
youth. At the conclusion of the service, 
Chaplain Gay King Crede invited all cur-
rent and former students and residents of 
Cunningham to come forward. Watching 
generations of the Cunningham family 
gather together became an awe-filled ex-

perience as the audience stood and ap-
plauded the lives of individuals that have 
been directly impacted by Cunningham 

Children’s Home, a mission of the IGRC 
United Methodist Women.

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer visits with Kaskaskia River District Superintedent, Rev. 
Cynthia Jones at the 115th anniversary celebration of Cunningham Home. Rev. Jones’ 
spouse, the Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones is a former Cunningham Home chaplain.
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Eastern Illinois University students Jumpstart to GIVE

Students at Eastern Illinois University assemble flood buckets for the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center as part of the school’s Jumpstart to GIVE program.
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Need – and help – have increased at food pantry
URBANA – The monthly food pan-

try at Wesley United Methodist Church 
served more than twice as many shoppers 
in 2009 as 2008.

The numbers increased from 5,281 to 
11,393.

Fortunately, the pantry also was able 
to increase its volunteers from about 100 
to more than 600 and its donations and 
grants from almost $22,000 to almost 
$80,000.

The Eastern Illinois Food Bank sup-

plies most of the food.
The Wesley pantry is open the third 

Thursday of each month.
On pantry days, new clients fill out 

forms and wait in the church’s Great Hall. 
Forms ask if would-be shoppers fall be-
low 200 percent of federal poverty guide-
lines and require a name, address and 
number of people in a household.

Clients may draw numbers for shop-
ping times starting at 3:30 p.m. Numbers 
are issued at random so a late arrival does 

not necessarily mean a late shopping time 
slot.

The pantry itself opens at 5 p.m. If 
someone draws a high number that delays 
his shopping until late, he can fill out a 
request for a pre-pack. The basic grocer-
ies available that day are then packed by 
a volunteer for quick pickup.

Volunteers are needed the previous 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays for setup and 
Thursday for distribution. Some volun-
teer jobs require training.

See related story 
“Pantry volunteers take 
time to learn Spanish” 
on page 18.

Details for volunteers are at www.wes-
leypantry.org/volunteer-sign-up. Infor-
mation also is available via e-mail at vol-
unteer@wesleypantry.org or 615-8631.

http://www.wesleypantry.org/volunteer-sign-up
http://www.wesleypantry.org/volunteer-sign-up
mailto:volunteer@wesleypantry.org
mailto:volunteer@wesleypantry.org


Apportionments as of June 30, 2010
Cache River District
Anna UMC  $2,017  20.57%  $1,726  27.34%  $3,743  23.23%
Belknap UMC  $654  50.00%  $420  50.00%  $1,074  50.00%
West Eden UMC  $228  50.00%  $150  50.00%  $378  50.00%
Benton First UMC  $3,432  25.00%  $2,208  25.00%  $5,640  25.00%
Big Prairie UMC  $212  33.33%  $136  33.33%  $348  33.33%
Maunie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Concord UMC  $45  8.33%  $29  8.33%  $74  8.33%
Broughton UMC  $600  50.00%  $390  50.00%  $990  50.00%
Cache Chapel UMC  $870  50.00%  $558  50.00%  $1,428  50.00%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC  $730  16.67%  $-    0.00%  $730  10.14%
Mounds UMC  $537  25.00%  $345  25.00%  $882  25.00%
Carbondale First UMC  $22,710  50.00%  $14,616  50.00%  $37,326  50.00%
Carbondale Grace UMC  $8,034  50.00%  $5,172  50.00%  $13,206  50.00%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC  $7,482  50.00%  $4,818  50.00%  $12,300  50.00%
Carmi First UMC  $6,126  50.00%  $3,942  50.00%  $10,068  50.00%
Carrier Mills UMC  $4,674  50.00%  $3,006  50.00%  $7,680  50.00%
Carterville UMC  $6,720  50.00%  $4,326  50.00%  $11,046  50.00%
Cedar Grove UMC  $2,886  50.00%  $1,860  50.00%  $4,746  50.00%
Pittsburg UMC  $336  50.00%  $216  50.00%  $552  50.00%
Cypress UMC  $372  50.00%  $240  50.00%  $612  50.00%
Center UMC  $198  50.00%  $126  50.00%  $324  50.00%
Luther’s Chapel UMC  $530  83.33%  $340  83.33%  $870  83.33%
Cobden Jesus Es El Senor  $1,338  50.00%  $858  50.00%  $2,196  50.00%
Colp UMC  $882  50.00%  $564  50.00%  $1,446  50.00%
Crab Orchard UMC  $1,452  50.00%  $936  50.00%  $2,388  50.00%
Cross Road UMC  $2,592  50.00%  $1,668  50.00%  $4,260  50.00%
Crossville UMC  $4,164  50.00%  $2,682  50.00%  $6,846  50.00%
Zion UMC  $870  50.00%  $558  50.00%  $1,428  50.00%
Dahlgren UMC  $762  50.00%  $492  50.00%  $1,254  50.00%
Macedonia UMC  $552  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $906  50.00%
Dale UMC  $306  50.00%  $198  50.00%  $504  50.00%
Oliver UMC  $258  50.00%  $168  50.00%  $426  50.00%
Webb’s Chapel UMC  $312  50.00%  $198  50.00%  $510  50.00%
DeSoto UMC  $1,044  50.00%  $672  50.00%  $1,716  50.00%
Vergennes Wesley UMC  $816  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,344  50.00%
Hallidayboro UMC  $696  50.00%  $450  50.00%  $1,146  50.00%
DuQuoin UMC  $4,014  25.00%  $2,583  25.00%  $6,597  25.00%
Eldorado UMC  $1,330  16.67%  $856  16.67%  $2,186  16.67%
Raleigh UMC  $574  58.33%  $371  58.33%  $945  58.33%
Elkville UMC  $355  34.80%  $300  45.45%  $655  38.99%
Energy UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Enfield UMC  $1,962  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%  $3,222  50.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $768  50.00%  $492  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%
Equality UMC  $1,350  50.00%  $870  50.00%  $2,220  50.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $1,476  50.00%  $948  50.00%  $2,424  50.00%
Ridgway UMC  $1,008  50.00%  $648  50.00%  $1,656  50.00%
Fountain UMC  $618  50.00%  $396  50.00%  $1,014  50.00%
Galatia UMC  $954  50.00%  $618  50.00%  $1,572  50.00%
Glendale UMC  $2,232  50.00%  $1,434  50.00%  $3,666  50.00%
Eddyville UMC  $756  50.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,242  50.00%
Taylor UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Golconda UMC  $1,455  41.67%  $935  41.67%  $2,390  41.67%
Rosiclare UMC  $984  50.00%  $630  50.00%  $1,614  50.00%
Goreville UMC  $3,192  33.33%  $2,570  41.67%  $5,762  36.60%
Creal Springs UMC  $3,212  91.67%  $2,068  91.67%  $5,280  91.67%
Grand Tower UMC  $1,146  50.00%  $738  50.00%  $1,884  50.00%
Wolf Lake UMC  $828  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%
Ware UMC  $350  41.67%  $225  41.67%  $575  41.67%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC  $1,854  50.00%  $1,194  50.00%  $3,048  50.00%
West Frankfort Central UMC  $1,326  50.00%  $852  50.00%  $2,178  50.00%
West Frankfort First UMC  $1,422  50.00%  $918  50.00%  $2,340  50.00%
Greenwood UMC  $1,170  50.00%  $756  50.00%  $1,926  50.00%
Dorris Heights UMC  $630  83.33%  $400  83.33%  $1,030  83.33%
Mount Moriah UMC  $426  50.00%  $270  50.00%  $696  50.00%
Harrisburg First UMC  $7,660  41.67%  $4,930  41.67%  $12,590  41.67%
Herrin UMC  $1,830  14.61%  $1,170  14.51%  $3,000  14.57%
Hurst UMC  $552  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $906  50.00%
Johnston City UMC  $1,460  16.67%  $940  16.67%  $2,400  16.67%
Stiritz UMC  $1,164  50.00%  $750  50.00%  $1,914  50.00%
Jonesboro UMC  $810  50.00%  $522  50.00%  $1,332  50.00%
Walnut Grove UMC  $858  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Joppa UMC  $1,048  66.67%  $672  66.67%  $1,720  66.67%
Oak Grove UMC  $528  50.00%  $342  50.00%  $870  50.00%
Karnak UMC  $2,892  50.00%  $1,860  50.00%  $4,752  50.00%
Marion Aldersgate UMC  $28,362  50.00%  $18,252  50.00%  $46,614  50.00%
Marion First UMC  $11,502  50.00%  $7,404  50.00%  $18,906  50.00%
McHenry UMC  $72  50.00%  $48  50.00%  $120  50.00%
McLeansboro First UMC  $3,576  33.33%  $2,304  33.33%  $5,880  33.33%
Metropolis UMC  $9,684  36.66%  $7,511  44.17%  $17,195  39.60%
Murphysboro UMC  $11,820  50.00%  $7,608  50.00%  $19,428  50.00%
New Burnside UMC  $494  24.95%  $318  25.00%  $812  24.97%
Norris City UMC  $4,170  50.00%  $2,682  50.00%  $6,852  50.00%
Shiloh UMC  $696  50.00%  $450  50.00%  $1,146  50.00%
Ohio Chapel UMC  $1,218  50.00%  $786  50.00%  $2,004  50.00%
Shawneetown UMC  $1,224  50.00%  $786  50.00%  $2,010  50.00%
Cave In Rock UMC  $546  50.00%  $348  50.00%  $894  50.00%
Elizabethtown UMC  $222  50.00%  $144  50.00%  $366  50.00%
Olive Branch UMC  $474  50.00%  $306  50.00%  $780  50.00%
Olmsted UMC  $840  50.00%  $450  41.67%  $1,290  46.74%

Pinckneyville UMC  $7,944  50.00%  $5,112  50.00%  $13,056  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  -    0.00%  -    0.00%  -    0.00%
Powers UMC  $510  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $840  50.00%
Sesser UMC  $4,074  50.00%  $2,622  50.00%  $6,696  50.00%
Valier UMC  $972  50.00%  $624  50.00%  $1,596  50.00%
Sunfield UMC  $3,205  41.67%  $2,065  41.67%  $5,270  41.67%
Tamms UMC  $1,212  50.00%  $780  50.00%  $1,992  50.00%
Tate’s Chapel UMC  $1,152  50.00%  $738  50.00%  $1,890  50.00%
Vergennes Faith UMC  $1,356  50.00%  $870  50.00%  $2,226  50.00%
Vienna UMC  $6,190  41.67%  $3,985  41.67%  $10,175  41.67%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC  $11,052  50.00%  $7,110  50.00%  $18,162  50.00%
Zeigler UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Royalton UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Cache River Totals $252,198  43.56%  $164,027  44.02%  $416,225  43.74%
      

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT
Asbury UMC  $510  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $840  50.00%
Dexter UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Funkhouser UMC  $552  100.00%  $348  100.00%  $900  100.00%
Salem UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Altamont First UMC  $3,300  25.00%  $2,124  25.00%  $5,424  25.00%
Annapolis UMC  $225  23.44%  $50  8.17%  $275  17.49%
Kirk Chapel UMC  $480  50.00%  $306  50.00%  $786  50.00%
Beecher City UMC  $1,662  50.00%  $1,074  50.00%  $2,736  50.00%
Shumway UMC  $1,626  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%  $2,670  50.00%
Brownstown UMC  $1,452  50.00%  $936  50.00%  $2,388  50.00%
Emmanuel UMC  $444  50.00%  $288  50.00%  $732  50.00%
Casey UMC  $9,375  41.67%  $6,035  41.67%  $15,410  41.67%
Charleston Otterbein UMC  $2,568  33.33%  $1,652  33.33%  $4,220  33.33%
Charleston Wesley UMC  $17,975  41.67%  $11,570  41.67%  $29,545  41.67%
Cowden UMC  $1,944  50.00%  $1,254  50.00%  $3,198  50.00%
Lakewood UMC  $1,968  50.00%  $1,266  50.00%  $3,234  50.00%
Greenup UMC  $1,485  41.67%  $955  41.67%  $2,440  41.67%
Toledo UMC  $1,680  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%  $2,760  50.00%
Cottonwood UMC  $624  50.00%  $402  50.00%  $1,026  50.00%
Pleasant Valley UMC  $318  50.00%  $204  50.00%  $522  50.00%
Salem UMC  $1,080  50.00%  $696  50.00%  $1,776  50.00%
Woodbury UMC  $1,278  50.00%  $822  50.00%  $2,100  50.00%
Dogwood Prairie UMC  $2,394  50.00%  $1,542  50.00%  $3,936  50.00%
Seed Chapel UMC  $1,514  53.69%  $971  53.59%  $2,485  53.65%
Hume UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $954  75.00%  $2,430  75.00%
Chrisman UMC  $2,982  50.00%  $1,920  50.00%  $4,902  50.00%
Scottland UMC  $455  41.67%  $295  41.67%  $750  41.67%
Clay’s Prairie UMC  $208  66.67%  $136  66.67%  $344  66.67%
Vermilion UMC  $1,422  50.00%  $912  50.00%  $2,334  50.00%
Paris Otterbein UMC  $3,040  41.67%  $1,960  41.67%  $5,000  41.67%
Grandview UMC  $540  50.00%  $348  50.00%  $888  50.00%
Effingham Centenary UMC  $15,804  50.00%  $10,170  50.00%  $25,974  50.00%
Stewardson UMC  $3,210  50.00%  $2,064  50.00%  $5,274  50.00%
Mode UMC  $948  50.00%  $612  50.00%  $1,560  50.00%
Strasburg UMC  $3,840  100.00%  $2,472  100.00%  $6,312  100.00%
Washington UMC  $680  41.67%  $440  41.67%  $1,120  41.67%
Gaskill UMC  $552  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $906  50.00%
Flat Rock UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Harmon UMC  $455  41.67%  $295  41.67%  $750  41.67%
Montrose UMC  $594  50.00%  $384  50.00%  $978  50.00%
Harvest UMC  $220  8.33%  $142  8.33%  $362  8.33%
Humboldt UMC  $1,098  50.00%  $708  50.00%  $1,806  50.00%
Kansas UMC  $1,374  50.00%  $888  50.00%  $2,262  50.00%
Lerna UMC  $474  50.00%  $306  50.00%  $780  50.00%
Johnstown UMC  $396  50.00%  $258  50.00%  $654  50.00%
Marshall Armstrong UMC  $3,024  50.00%  $1,950  50.00%  $4,974  50.00%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC  $2,418  50.00%  $1,554  50.00%  $3,972  50.00%
Zion UMC  $3,806  91.67%  $2,453  91.67%  $6,259  91.67%
Dunlap UMC  $990  50.00%  $636  50.00%  $1,626  50.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC  $468  50.00%  $300  50.00%  $768  50.00%
Marshall First UMC  $9,960  50.00%  $6,414  50.00%  $16,374  50.00%
Patton UMC  $1,452  50.00%  $936  50.00%  $2,388  50.00%
Marshall Trinity UMC  $1,968  33.33%  $1,268  33.33%  $3,236  33.33%
Brick UMC  $574  27.50%  $370  27.50%  $944  27.50%
Martinsville UMC  $1,812  50.00%  $1,164  50.00%  $2,976  50.00%
Mattoon First UMC  $16,536  50.00%  $10,644  50.00%  $27,180  50.00%
Coffeen UMC  $1,008  50.00%  $648  50.00%  $1,656  50.00%
Fillmore UMC  $1,002  50.00%  $648  50.00%  $1,650  50.00%
Hillsboro UMC  $3,650  41.67%  $2,350  41.67%  $6,000  41.67%
Irving UMC  $714  50.00%  $456  50.00%  $1,170  50.00%
Witt UMC  $2,058  50.00%  $1,326  50.00%  $3,384  50.00%
Neoga UMC  $5,208  50.00%  $3,348  50.00%  $8,556  50.00%
Etna UMC  $726  50.00%  $468  50.00%  $1,194  50.00%
Newton Grace UMC  $3,825  41.67%  $2,465  41.67%  $6,290  41.67%
Nokomis UMC  $4,146  50.00%  $2,670  50.00%  $6,816  50.00%
Oakland UMC  $1,458  50.00%  $936  50.00%  $2,394  50.00%
Westfield UMC  $3,246  50.00%  $2,088  50.00%  $5,334  50.00%
Oak Ridge UMC  $600  50.00%  $390  50.00%  $990  50.00%
Oblong Central UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Oblong Evangelical UMC  $5,618  57.87%  $3,682  58.89%  $9,300  58.27%
Oliver UMC  $882  50.00%  $570  50.00%  $1,452  50.00%
Palestine First UMC  $1,122  50.00%  $720  50.00%  $1,842  50.00%
Palestine Grace UMC  $744  50.00%  $480  50.00%  $1,224  50.00%
Paris First UMC  $8,622  50.00%  $5,550  50.00%  $14,172  50.00%
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WS & Conf. Ben. -- World Service & Conference Benevolences
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Pearl Chapel UMC  $1,356  50.00%  $870  50.00%  $2,226  50.00%
Robinson First UMC  $484  2.76%  $412  3.65%  $895  3.11%
Robinson Otterbein UMC  $-    0.00%  $1,176  16.67%  $1,176  6.52%
Hutsonville UMC  $1,176  50.00%  $756  50.00%  $1,932  50.00%
Fourth Street UMC  $1,578  50.00%  $1,020  50.00%  $2,598  50.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $612  50.00%  $390  50.00%  $1,002  50.00%
Shelbyville First UMC  $9,606  50.00%  $6,186  50.00%  $15,792  50.00%
Fairview UMC  $510  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $840  50.00%
Trinity Chapel UMC  $858  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Saint Elmo First UMC  $4,650  50.00%  $2,994  50.00%  $7,644  50.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,068  50.00%  $684  50.00%  $1,752  50.00%
Tower Hill UMC  $1,280  41.67%  $825  41.67%  $2,105  41.67%
Ramsey UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Herrick UMC  $1,458  50.00%  $942  50.00%  $2,400  50.00%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC  $1,038  50.00%  $666  50.00%  $1,704  50.00%
Mount Carmel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC  $102  50.00%  $66  50.00%  $168  50.00%
Watson UMC  $1,794  50.00%  $1,158  50.00%  $2,952  50.00%
West Liberty UMC  $750  50.00%  $480  50.00%  $1,230  50.00%
Kedron UMC  $636  50.00%  $414  50.00%  $1,050  50.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $1,285  41.67%  $830  41.67%  $2,115  41.67%
Falmouth UMC  $1,020  50.00%  $654  50.00%  $1,674  50.00%
Windsor UMC  $2,592  50.00%  $1,668  50.00%  $4,260  50.00%
Zion Hill UMC  $1,560  50.00%  $1,008  50.00%  $2,568  50.00%
Zion UMC  $846  50.00%  $546  50.00%  $1,392  50.00%
Embarras River Totals  $218,118  43.13%  $141,677  43.51%  $359,795  43.28%
      

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT      
Bartonville UMC  $2,779  40.00%  $1,790  40.00%  $4,570  40.00%
Blue Ridge UMC  $822  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,350  50.00%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Boyd’s Grove UMC  $1,626  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%  $2,670  50.00%
Brimfield UMC  $672  50.00%  $432  50.00%  $1,104  50.00%
Canton South Park UMC  $1,452  50.00%  $936  50.00%  $2,388  50.00%
Shields’ Chapel UMC  $3,144  50.00%  $2,022  50.00%  $5,166  50.00%
Canton Wesley UMC  $22,220  41.67%  $14,300  41.67%  $36,520  41.67%
Chillicothe First UMC  $6,427  30.16%  $4,186  30.52%  $10,613  30.30%
Crossroads UMC  $14,970  24.06%  $20,016  50.00%  $34,986  34.22%
Cuba UMC  $806  15.62%  $-    0.00%  $806  9.51%
London Mills UMC  $2,748  50.00%  $1,770  50.00%  $4,518  50.00%
Dayspring UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
East Peoria Faith UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Zion Evangelical UMC  $860  16.67%  $554  16.67%  $1,414  16.67%
Deer Creek UMC  $888  50.00%  $570  50.00%  $1,458  50.00%
Delavan UMC  $5,502  50.00%  $3,540  50.00%  $9,042  50.00%
Dunlap Prospect UMC  $11,202  50.00%  $7,212  50.00%  $18,414  50.00%
East Peoria First UMC  $9,468  50.00%  $6,096  50.00%  $15,564  50.00%
Edwards UMC  $555  41.67%  $360  41.67%  $915  41.67%
Eureka UMC  $7,026  50.00%  $4,518  50.00%  $11,544  50.00%
Farmington UMC  $3,030  41.67%  $1,950  41.67%  $4,980  41.67%
Glasford UMC  $960  8.75%  $640  9.07%  $1,600  8.88%
Green Valley First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hopedale UMC  $2,040  50.00%  $1,314  50.00%  $3,354  50.00%
Hanna City UMC  $3,388  58.33%  $2,177  58.33%  $5,565  58.33%
Trivoli UMC  $2,292  50.00%  $1,476  50.00%  $3,768  50.00%
Henry UMC  $730  9.04%  $676  13.01%  $1,406  10.59%
Washburn UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Kewanee First UMC  $7,985  41.67%  $5,140  41.67%  $13,125  41.67%
Lacon Sparland UMC  $930  16.67%  $598  16.67%  $1,528  16.67%
Varna UMC  $1,740  50.00%  $1,122  50.00%  $2,862  50.00%
LaFayette UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
West Jersey UMC  $678  50.00%  $438  50.00%  $1,116  50.00%
Laura UMC  $2,256  50.00%  $1,452  50.00%  $3,708  50.00%
Monica UMC  $975  41.67%  $630  41.67%  $1,605  41.67%
Lewistown UMC  $4,265  41.67%  $2,745  41.67%  $7,010  41.67%
Mackinaw UMC  $7,584  50.00%  $4,878  50.00%  $12,462  50.00%
Manito UMC  $4,266  50.00%  $2,748  50.00%  $7,014  50.00%
Maples Mill UMC  $1,932  50.00%  $1,248  50.00%  $3,180  50.00%
Morton UMC  $22,260  50.00%  $14,328  50.00%  $36,588  50.00%
Mossville UMC  $6,834  50.00%  $4,398  50.00%  $11,232  50.00%
Mount Pleasant UMC  $354  50.00%  $228  50.00%  $582  50.00%
Norris UMC  $792  50.00%  $510  50.00%  $1,302  50.00%
Providence Chapel UMC  $395  41.67%  $255  41.67%  $650  41.67%
Pekin First UMC  $21,241  52.39%  $13,710  52.55%  $34,951  52.45%
Pekin Grace UMC  $19,392  50.00%  $12,480  50.00%  $31,872  50.00%
Peoria Bethel UMC  $7,668  50.00%  $4,938  50.00%  $12,606  50.00%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC  $16,398  50.00%  $10,554  50.00%  $26,952  50.00%
Peoria First UMC  $80,526  50.00%  $51,828  50.00%  $132,354  50.00%
Peoria Madison Avenue UMC  $400  6.64%  $-    0.00%  $400  4.04%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC  $6,414  50.00%  $4,128  50.00%  $10,542  50.00%
Peoria Northwest UMC  $6,030  41.67%  $3,880  41.67%  $9,910  41.67%
Peoria University UMC  $11,832  50.00%  $7,614  50.00%  $19,446  50.00%
Princeville UMC  $7,080  50.00%  $4,560  50.00%  $11,640  50.00%
RiversEdge UMC  $5,052  50.00%  $3,252  50.00%  $8,304  50.00%
Saint David UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bryant UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sheffield UMC  $1,074  50.00%  $690  50.00%  $1,764  50.00%
Smithfield Brock UMC  $1,542  50.00%  $996  50.00%  $2,538  50.00%
Locust Lane UMC  $1,470  50.00%  $948  50.00%  $2,418  50.00%
Texas UMC  $260  30.95%  $165  30.56%  $425  30.80%

Tiskilwa Community Church  $950  41.67%  $615  41.67%  $1,565  41.67%
Toulon UMC  $4,290  41.67%  $2,760  41.67%  $7,050  41.67%
Tremont UMC  $6,558  25.00%  $4,221  25.00%  $10,779  25.00%
Washington Evangelical UMC  $7,716  50.00%  $4,968  50.00%  $12,684  50.00%
White Chapel UMC  $1,998  50.00%  $1,284  50.00%  $3,282  50.00%
Kingston Mines UMC  $1,285  41.67%  $830  41.67%  $2,115  41.67%
Monterey UMC  $1,230  50.00%  $792  50.00%  $2,022  50.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $11,850  50.00%  $7,626  50.00%  $19,476  50.00%
Wyoming UMC  $2,570  41.67%  $1,655  41.67%  $4,225  41.67%
Neponset UMC  $1,100  39.68%  $-    0.00%  $1,100  24.12% 
Illinois River Totals  $394,779  42.82%  $263,319  44.38%  $658,098  43.43%
      

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT      
Allerton UMC  $672  50.00%  $432  50.00%  $1,104  50.00%
Arcola UMC  $6,102  50.00%  $3,924  50.00%  $10,026  50.00%
Arthur UMC  $6,258  50.00%  $4,026  50.00%  $10,284  50.00%
Batestown UMC  $870  41.67%  $560  41.67%  $1,430  41.67%
Union Corner UMC  $978  50.00%  $630  50.00%  $1,608  50.00%
Bellflower UMC  $1,458  50.00%  $936  50.00%  $2,394  50.00%
Bement UMC  $1,230  16.67%  $792  16.67%  $2,022  16.67%
Bondville UMC  $1,740  50.00%  $1,122  50.00%  $2,862  50.00%
Camargo UMC  $2,916  50.00%  $1,878  50.00%  $4,794  50.00%
Catlin UMC  $5,810  41.67%  $3,740  41.67%  $9,550  41.67%
Centerville UMC  $2,388  50.00%  $1,536  50.00%  $3,924  50.00%
Seymour UMC  $858  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
White Heath UMC  $768  50.00%  $498  50.00%  $1,266  50.00%
Champaign Faith UMC  $23,370  50.00%  $15,036  50.00%  $38,406  50.00%
Champaign First UMC  $37,158  50.00%  $23,916  50.00%  $61,074  50.00%
Champaign New Horizon UMC  $26,646  50.00%  $17,148  50.00%  $43,794  50.00%
Cissna Park UMC  $1,206  50.00%  $774  50.00%  $1,980  50.00%
Rankin UMC  $1,458  50.00%  $942  50.00%  $2,400  50.00%
Collison UMC  $552  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $906  50.00%
Countryside UMC  $4,225  35.00%  $2,722  35.00%  $6,947  35.00%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC  $1,932  50.00%  $1,242  50.00%  $3,174  50.00%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC  $1,872  50.00%  $1,206  50.00%  $3,078  50.00%
Danville First UMC  $3,544  33.33%  $2,284  33.33%  $5,828  33.33%
Danville Saint James UMC  $31,284  50.00%  $20,130  50.00%  $51,414  50.00%
Donovan UMC  $1,640  41.67%  $1,055  41.67%  $2,695  41.67%
Crescent City UMC  $984  50.00%  $630  50.00%  $1,614  50.00%
East Lynn UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Fisher UMC  $2,516  33.33%  $1,620  33.33%  $4,136  33.33%
Fithian UMC  $2,820  50.00%  $1,812  50.00%  $4,632  50.00%
Oakwood UMC  $3,606  50.00%  $2,322  50.00%  $5,928  50.00%
Hebron UMC  $840  50.00%  $540  50.00%  $1,380  50.00%
Gibson City UMC  $10,554  50.00%  $6,792  50.00%  $17,346  50.00%
Gifford UMC  $966  50.00%  $618  50.00%  $1,584  50.00%
Ludlow UMC  $1,572  100.00%  $1,008  100.00%  $2,580  100.00%
Gilman UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Ashkum UMC  $1,590  50.00%  $1,026  50.00%  $2,616  50.00%
Hindsboro UMC  $774  50.00%  $221  22.19%  $995  39.11%
Homer UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hoopeston UMC  $4,950  50.00%  $3,186  50.00%  $8,136  50.00%
Wellington UMC  $1,356  50.00%  $876  50.00%  $2,232  50.00%
Iroquois UMC  $546  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $900  50.00%
Sheldon UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Loda UMC  $4,878  50.00%  $3,144  50.00%  $8,022  50.00%
Mahomet UMC  $15,720  50.00%  $10,116  50.00%  $25,836  50.00%
Mansfield UMC  $4,950  50.00%  $3,186  50.00%  $8,136  50.00%
Melvin UMC  $4,792  66.67%  $3,088  66.67%  $7,880  66.67%
Shiloh UMC  $1,398  50.00%  $900  50.00%  $2,298  50.00%
Middlefork UMC  $1,776  50.00%  $1,140  50.00%  $2,916  50.00%
Milford UMC  $2,304  50.00%  $1,482  50.00%  $3,786  50.00%
Goodwine UMC  $438  50.00%  $282  50.00%  $720  50.00%
Stockland UMC  $1,170  50.00%  $750  50.00%  $1,920  50.00%
Mount Vernon UMC  $1,320  50.00%  $846  50.00%  $2,166  50.00%
Newman UMC  $1,962  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%  $3,222  50.00%
Murdock UMC  $636  50.00%  $408  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%
Ogden UMC  $1,950  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%  $3,210  50.00%
Broadlands UMC  $2,184  50.00%  $1,404  50.00%  $3,588  50.00%
Onarga UMC  $1,212  16.67%  $780  16.67%  $1,992  16.67%
Piper City UMC  $1,320  33.33%  $848  33.33%  $2,168  33.33%
Paxton First UMC  $9,695  58.33%  $6,244  58.33%  $15,939  58.33%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $414  50.00%  $270  50.00%  $684  50.00%
Quest UMC  $2,530  41.67%  $1,630  41.67%  $4,160  41.67%
Rantoul First UMC  $3,464  16.67%  $1,164  8.71%  $4,628  13.55%
Roberts UMC  $822  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,356  50.00%
Thawville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Rossville UMC  $4,308  50.00%  $2,772  50.00%  $7,080  50.00%
Bismarck UMC  $2,310  50.00%  $1,488  50.00%  $3,798  50.00%
Sadorus UMC  $1,824  100.00%  $1,176  100.00%  $3,000  100.00%
Parkville UMC  $558  50.00%  $360  50.00%  $918  50.00%
Saint Joseph UMC  $127  0.86%  $127  1.34%  $253  1.05%
Farmer City UMC  $2,700  41.67%  $1,740  41.67%  $4,440  41.67%
Weedman UMC  $1,548  50.00%  $996  50.00%  $2,544  50.00%
Weldon UMC  $1,510  41.67%  $975  41.67%  $2,485  41.67%
Savoy UMC  $9,336  50.00%  $6,006  50.00%  $15,342  50.00%
Fairview UMC  $696  50.00%  $450  50.00%  $1,146  50.00%
Fairmount UMC  $1,506  50.00%  $972  50.00%  $2,478  50.00%
Georgetown UMC  $2,352  50.00%  $1,518  50.00%  $3,870  50.00%
Indianola UMC  $774  50.00%  $498  50.00%  $1,272  50.00%

District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid

To be “on track” for paying apportionments in full, 
50 percent should have been paid by June 30.

CS & Adm. -- Clergy Support and Administration
WS & Conf. Ben. -- World Service & Conference Benevolences
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Apportionments as of June 30, 2010
Ridge Farm UMC  $508  16.67%  $326  16.67%  $834  16.67%
Sidell UMC  $4,128  50.00%  $2,658  50.00%  $6,786  50.00%
Sullivan UMC  $6,920  41.67%  $4,455  41.67%  $11,375  41.67%
Tolono UMC  $3,395  41.67%  $2,185  41.67%  $5,580  41.67%
Pesotum UMC  $985  41.67%  $635  41.67%  $1,620  41.67%
Tuscola UMC  $10,110  50.00%  $6,504  50.00%  $16,614  50.00%
Urbana First UMC  $2,712  16.67%  $1,746  16.67%  $4,458  16.67%
Urbana Grace UMC  $4,338  25.00%  $2,793  25.00%  $7,131  25.00%
Urbana Wesley UMC  $9,234  50.00%  $5,940  50.00%  $15,174  50.00%
Villa Grove UMC  $8,232  50.00%  $5,298  50.00%  $13,530  50.00%
Watseka UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Woodland UMC  $1,020  50.00%  $654  50.00%  $1,674  50.00%
Iroquois River Totals  $346,075  42.96%  $221,447  42.71%  $567,522  42.86%
      

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Albion UMC  $4,638  50.00%  $2,982  50.00%  $7,620  50.00%
Bethel UMC  $1,668  50.00%  $1,074  50.00%  $2,742  50.00%
Allendale UMC  $1,560  50.00%  $1,002  50.00%  $2,562  50.00%
Alma UMC  $798  50.00%  $516  50.00%  $1,314  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $594  50.00%  $384  50.00%  $978  50.00%
Asbury Chapel UMC  $726  50.00%  $468  50.00%  $1,194  50.00%
Bellmont UMC  $429  25.00%  $276  25.00%  $705  25.00%
Ashley UMC  $1,090  41.67%  $700  41.67%  $1,790  41.67%
Waltonville UMC  $570  50.00%  $366  50.00%  $936  50.00%
Beulah UMC  $7,641  75.00%  $4,923  75.00%  $12,564  75.00%
Bluford Otterbein UMC  $217  8.33%  $140  8.33%  $357  8.33%
Wayne City UMC  $1,704  50.00%  $1,098  50.00%  $2,802  50.00%
Bonnie UMC  $438  25.00%  $282  25.00%  $720  25.00%
Ina UMC  $462  50.00%  $300  50.00%  $762  50.00%
Bridgeport UMC  $3,295  41.67%  $2,120  41.67%  $5,415  41.67%
Petrolia UMC  $414  50.00%  $264  50.00%  $678  50.00%
Browns UMC  $936  50.00%  $606  50.00%  $1,542  50.00%
Calhoun UMC  $1,002  50.00%  $648  50.00%  $1,650  50.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $990  50.00%  $636  50.00%  $1,626  50.00%
Centralia Faith UMC  $3,108  50.00%  $1,998  50.00%  $5,106  50.00%
Central City UMC  $840  33.33%  $-    0.00%  $840  20.29%
Centralia First UMC  $7,980  50.00%  $5,136  50.00%  $13,116  50.00%
Chauncey UMC  $784  58.33%  $504  58.33%  $1,288  58.33%
Claremont UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Prairieton UMC  $150  29.07%  $-    0.00%  $150  17.61%
Dix UMC  $714  50.00%  $462  50.00%  $1,176  50.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $1,062  50.00%  $684  50.00%  $1,746  50.00%
Garrison Temple UMC  $582  50.00%  $378  50.00%  $960  50.00%
Enterprise UMC  $1,410  50.00%  $906  50.00%  $2,316  50.00%
West UMC  $966  50.00%  $624  50.00%  $1,590  50.00%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC  $1,509  17.56%  $1,906  34.46%  $3,415  24.18%
Fairfield First UMC  $9,792  50.00%  $6,300  50.00%  $16,092  50.00%
Fairview UMC  $225  41.67%  $145  41.67%  $370  41.67%
Farina UMC  $3,966  50.00%  $2,556  50.00%  $6,522  50.00%
Louisville UMC  $2,856  25.00%  $1,839  25.00%  $4,695  25.00%
Flora First UMC  $8,448  50.00%  $5,436  50.00%  $13,884  50.00%
Flora Trinity UMC  $825  41.67%  $530  41.67%  $1,355  41.67%
Centralia Demaree UMC  $264  4.19%  $170  4.19%  $434  4.19%
Odin UMC  $912  50.00%  $588  50.00%  $1,500  50.00%
Shattuc UMC  $1,788  50.00%  $1,152  50.00%  $2,940  50.00%
Gilead UMC  $600  100.00%  $384  100.00%  $984  100.00%
Golden Gate UMC  $636  50.00%  $408  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%
Conway UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Grayville UMC  $3,732  50.00%  $2,400  50.00%  $6,132  50.00%
Fortney UMC  $624  50.00%  $402  50.00%  $1,026  50.00%
Hopewell UMC  $158  42.47%  $10  4.17%  $168  27.45%
Olive Branch UMC  $66  50.00%  $42  50.00%  $108  50.00%
Kinmundy First UMC  $6,066  50.00%  $3,900  50.00%  $9,966  50.00%
Wesley UMC  $750  50.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,236  50.00%
Lancaster UMC  $648  50.00%  $420  50.00%  $1,068  50.00%
Nye Chapel UMC  $216  50.00%  $138  50.00%  $354  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $474  50.00%  $306  50.00%  $780  50.00%
Lawrenceville First UMC  $8,895  41.76%  $1,129  8.23%  $10,024  28.63%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
May Chapel UMC  $308  58.33%  $196  58.33%  $504  58.33%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC  $2,106  50.00%  $1,356  50.00%  $3,462  50.00%
Billett UMC  $2,346  50.00%  $1,512  50.00%  $3,858  50.00%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC  $7,765  41.67%  $4,995  41.67%  $12,760  41.67%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC  $1,304  12.39%  $838  12.36%  $2,142  12.38%
Adams Corner UMC  $618  50.00%  $396  50.00%  $1,014  50.00%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC  $1,725  41.67%  $1,110  41.67%  $2,835  41.67%
Hopewell UMC  $342  50.00%  $216  50.00%  $558  50.00%
Zion UMC  $1,092  50.00%  $702  50.00%  $1,794  50.00%
Mount Vernon First UMC  $19,872  50.00%  $12,786  50.00%  $32,658  50.00%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC  $874  16.67%  $564  16.67%  $1,438  16.67%
Irvington UMC  $1,210  41.67%  $780  41.67%  $1,990  41.67%
Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity  $8,028  50.00%  $5,166  50.00%  $13,194  50.00%
Mt. Zion UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Brown’s Chapel UMC  $1,425  41.67%  $915  41.67%  $2,340  41.67%
Noble UMC  $25  1.72%  $-    0.00%  $25  1.05%
Olney First UMC  $12,966  50.00%  $8,346  50.00%  $21,312  50.00%
Olney Immanuel UMC  $1,574  12.50%  $1,013  12.50%  $2,586  12.50%
Olney Saint Paul UMC  $4,125  47.41%  $466  8.33%  $4,591  32.12%
Parkersburg UMC  $648  50.00%  $414  50.00%  $1,062  50.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $1,188  100.00%  $756  100.00%  $1,944  100.00%

Little Wabash UMC  $600  50.00%  $384  50.00%  $984  50.00%
Pinkstaff UMC  $1,392  50.00%  $894  50.00%  $2,286  50.00%
Birds UMC  $309  25.00%  $198  25.00%  $507  25.00%
Richview UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Salem Grace UMC  $11,510  41.67%  $7,410  41.67%  $18,920  41.67%
Salem Trinity UMC  $4,584  50.00%  $2,952  50.00%  $7,536  50.00%
Iuka UMC  $1,446  50.00%  $930  50.00%  $2,376  50.00%
Cubbage Chapel UMC  $270  50.00%  $174  50.00%  $444  50.00%
Sandoval UMC  $2,904  50.00%  $1,872  50.00%  $4,776  50.00%
Patoka UMC  $2,694  50.00%  $1,734  50.00%  $4,428  50.00%
Boulder UMC  $840  50.00%  $540  50.00%  $1,380  50.00%
Saint Francisville UMC  $1,548  50.00%  $996  50.00%  $2,544  50.00%
Sumner UMC  $6,852  50.00%  $4,410  50.00%  $11,262  50.00%
Clay City UMC  $2,802  50.00%  $1,806  50.00%  $4,608  50.00%
Harmony UMC  $1,782  50.00%  $1,146  50.00%  $2,928  50.00%
Bethel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $552  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $906  50.00%
Landes UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Vandalia First UMC  $11,160  41.67%  $7,180  41.67%  $18,340  41.67%
Bethel UMC  $786  50.00%  $510  50.00%  $1,296  50.00%
Cisne UMC  $840  50.00%  $540  50.00%  $1,380  50.00%
Johnsonville UMC  $618  50.00%  $396  50.00%  $1,014  50.00%
West Salem Zion UMC  $4,866  50.00%  $3,132  50.00%  $7,998  50.00%
Xenia UMC  $1,974  50.00%  $1,272  50.00%  $3,246  50.00% 
Kaskaskia River Totals  $230,087  42.91%  $141,481  40.99%  $371,569  42.16%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT
Paloma UMC  $558  50.00%  $360  50.00%  $918  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $1,146  50.00%  $738  50.00%  $1,884  50.00%
Beverly UMC  $280  33.33%  $180  33.33%  $460  33.33%
Kingston UMC  $552  50.00%  $-    0.00%  $552  30.46%
Ashland UMC  $2,376  50.00%  $1,530  50.00%  $3,906  50.00%
Peter Cartwright UMC  $1,980  18.79%  $1,275  18.81%  $3,255  18.80%
Barry UMC  $2,335  41.67%  $1,500  41.67%  $3,835  41.67%
Hull UMC  $2,892  50.00%  $1,860  50.00%  $4,752  50.00%
New Canton UMC  $1,620  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%  $2,664  50.00%
Pleasant Hill UMC  $828  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%
Hamburg UMC  $222  50.00%  $144  50.00%  $366  50.00%
Batchtown UMC  $396  50.00%  $258  50.00%  $654  50.00%
Beardstown UMC  $4,704  33.33%  $3,028  33.33%  $7,732  33.33%
Bethel UMC  $640  41.67%  $410  41.67%  $1,050  41.67%
Kane UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bluff Springs UMC  $720  50.00%  $462  50.00%  $1,182  50.00%
Griggsville UMC  $2,136  50.00%  $1,374  50.00%  $3,510  50.00%
New Salem UMC  $522  50.00%  $336  50.00%  $858  50.00%
Detroit UMC  $1,464  100.00%  $948  100.00%  $2,412  100.00%
Florence UMC  $138  50.00%  $90  50.00%  $228  50.00%
Oxville UMC  $333  75.00%  $216  75.00%  $549  75.00%
Perry UMC  $1,926  50.00%  $1,236  50.00%  $3,162  50.00%
Baylis UMC  $252  50.00%  $162  50.00%  $414  50.00%
Camp Point UMC  $4,260  50.00%  $2,742  50.00%  $7,002  50.00%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Carlinville UMC  $6,112  33.33%  $3,932  33.33%  $10,044  33.33%
Carrollton UMC  $2,360  41.67%  $1,520  41.67%  $3,880  41.67%
Christ UMC  $2,610  50.00%  $1,680  50.00%  $4,290  50.00%
Carthage First UMC  $6,084  33.33%  $1,887  16.06%  $7,971  26.57%
Astoria UMC  $1,752  50.00%  $1,128  50.00%  $2,880  50.00%
Sheldon’s Grove UMC  $632  33.33%  $408  33.33%  $1,040  33.33%
Browning UMC  $492  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $810  50.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,074  50.00%  $690  50.00%  $1,764  50.00%
Concord UMC  $630  41.67%  $405  41.67%  $1,035  41.67%
Arenzville UMC  $3,125  41.67%  $2,010  41.67%  $5,135  41.67%
Doddsville UMC  $504  50.00%  $324  50.00%  $828  50.00%
Bluffs UMC  $1,695  41.67%  $1,090  41.67%  $2,785  41.67%
Naples UMC  $642  25.00%  $414  25.00%  $1,056  25.00%
Grafton UMC  $1,908  75.00%  $1,224  75.00%  $3,132  75.00%
Rosedale UMC  $1,284  50.00%  $828  50.00%  $2,112  50.00%
Greenfield UMC  $2,635  41.67%  $1,695  41.67%  $4,330  41.67%
Rock Bridge UMC  $732  25.00%  $471  25.00%  $1,203  25.00%
Hamilton UMC  $2,155  41.67%  $1,385  41.67%  $3,540  41.67%
Warsaw UMC  $2,580  50.00%  $1,662  50.00%  $4,242  50.00%
Havana First UMC  $5,325  41.67%  $3,430  41.67%  $8,755  41.67%
Industry UMC  $3,174  50.00%  $2,040  50.00%  $5,214  50.00%
Vermont UMC  $1,215  41.67%  $785  41.67%  $2,000  41.67%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC  $672  50.00%  $432  50.00%  $1,104  50.00%
Lynnville UMC  $660  50.00%  $426  50.00%  $1,086  50.00%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC  $3,834  25.00%  $2,466  25.00%  $6,300  25.00%
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC  $1,872  50.00%  $1,206  50.00%  $3,078  50.00%
Jacksonville Grace UMC  $9,384  33.33%  $6,040  33.33%  $15,424  33.33%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC  $5,802  50.00%  $3,732  50.00%  $9,534  50.00%
Jerseyville UMC  $17,066  58.33%  $9,414  50.00%  $26,480  55.07%
Living Faith UMC  $5,760  50.00%  $3,708  50.00%  $9,468  50.00%
Loraine UMC  $2,208  50.00%  $1,422  50.00%  $3,630  50.00%
Manchester UMC  $972  50.00%  $630  50.00%  $1,602  50.00%
Mount Sterling UMC  $2,965  32.73%  $1,517  26.01%  $4,482  30.10%
Columbus UMC  $822  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,350  50.00%
Murrayville UMC  $5,964  50.00%  $3,834  50.00%  $9,798  50.00%
New Hope UMC  $224  33.33%  $144  33.33%  $368  33.33%
Palmyra UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Modesto UMC  $564  50.00%  $366  50.00%  $930  50.00%

District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid

To be “on track” for paying apportionments in full, 
50 percent should have been paid by June 30.

CS & Adm. -- Clergy Support and Administration
WS & Conf. Ben. -- World Service & Conference Benevolences
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Apportionments as of June 30, 2010
Payson UMC  $1,476  50.00%  $954  50.00%  $2,430  50.00%
Plainville UMC  $1,308  50.00%  $840  50.00%  $2,148  50.00%
Richfield UMC  $768  50.00%  $498  50.00%  $1,266  50.00%
Pittsfield UMC  $9,720  50.00%  $6,258  50.00%  $15,978  50.00%
Oakford UMC  $2,778  50.00%  $1,788  50.00%  $4,566  50.00%
Bath UMC  $525  41.67%  $340  41.67%  $865  41.67%
Fairview UMC  $738  50.00%  $474  50.00%  $1,212  50.00%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC  $6,726  50.00%  $4,332  50.00%  $11,058  50.00%
Quincy Union UMC  $6,403  39.23%  $-    0.00%  $6,403  23.86%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC  $17,970  50.00%  $11,568  50.00%  $29,538  50.00%
Rural UMC  $2,124  100.00%  $1,368  100.00%  $3,492  100.00%
Rushville First UMC  $9,138  50.00%  $5,880  50.00%  $15,018  50.00%
Virden First UMC  $2,855  41.67%  $1,840  41.67%  $4,695  41.67%
Girard UMC  $2,844  50.00%  $1,830  50.00%  $4,674  50.00%
Virginia UMC  $5,560  41.67%  $3,580  41.67%  $9,140  41.67%
Waverly UMC  $4,530  50.00%  $2,916  50.00%  $7,446  50.00%
Franklin UMC  $1,300  41.67%  $840  41.67%  $2,140  41.67%
Durbin UMC  $1,308  50.00%  $846  50.00%  $2,154  50.00%
Brooklyn UMC  $405  41.67%  $260  41.67%  $665  41.67%
Ebenezer UMC  $492  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $810  50.00%
Houston UMC  $672  50.00%  $432  50.00%  $1,104  50.00%
Littleton UMC  $828  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%
Clayton Federated UMC  $1,280  41.67%  $825  41.67%  $2,105  41.67%
Camden UMC  $1,056  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,734  50.00%
Elm Grove UMC  $618  50.00%  $396  50.00%  $1,014  50.00%
Winchester UMC  $5,428  55.37%  $6,312  100.00%  $11,740  72.85%
LaMoine River Totals  $228,619  44.31%  $141,525  42.61%  $370,144  43.64%
      

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT
Alton Grace UMC  $1,098  50.00%  $708  50.00%  $1,806  50.00%
Hartford UMC  $1,188  50.00%  $762  50.00%  $1,950  50.00%
Elsah UMC  $954  50.00%  $612  50.00%  $1,566  50.00%
Alton Main Street UMC  $8,194  16.67%  $5,274  16.67%  $13,468  16.67%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC  $45,695  41.67%  $-    0.00%  $45,695  25.35%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC  $6,024  50.00%  $3,876  50.00%  $9,900  50.00%
Belleville Union UMC  $7,479  25.00%  $4,815  25.00%  $12,294  25.00%
New Athens UMC  $756  50.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,242  50.00%
Bethalto UMC  $6,242  32.49%  $3,191  25.80%  $9,433  29.87%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC  $3,744  50.00%  $2,412  50.00%  $6,156  50.00%
Bunker Hill UMC  $924  50.00%  $594  50.00%  $1,518  50.00%
Cahokia Park UMC  $3,228  47.86%  $2,064  47.64%  $5,291  47.77%
Carlyle UMC  $3,333  25.00%  $2,145  25.00%  $5,478  25.00%
Huey UMC  $228  50.00%  $144  50.00%  $372  50.00%
Beckemeyer UMC  $486  50.00%  $312  50.00%  $798  50.00%
Caseyville UMC  $4,500  43.45%  $-    0.00%  $4,500  26.43%
Chester UMC  $2,658  54.83%  $1,326  42.50%  $3,984  50.00%
Collinsville First UMC  $7,128  50.00%  $4,590  50.00%  $11,718  50.00%
Columbia Bethany UMC  $8,970  50.00%  $5,772  50.00%  $14,742  50.00%
Coulterville UMC  $3,186  50.00%  $2,052  50.00%  $5,238  50.00%
Tilden UMC  $990  41.67%  $640  41.67%  $1,630  41.67%
East Alton First UMC  $6,080  33.33%  $3,912  33.33%  $9,992  33.33%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC  $3,307  22.03%  $2,415  25.00%  $5,722  23.19%
Edwardsville Saint John’s UMC  $14,046  50.00%  $9,036  50.00%  $23,082  50.00%
Ellis Grove UMC  $580  41.67%  $370  41.67%  $950  41.67%
New Palestine UMC  $906  50.00%  $582  50.00%  $1,488  50.00%
Preston UMC  $252  50.00%  $162  50.00%  $414  50.00%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC  $29,352  33.33%  $18,892  33.33%  $48,244  33.33%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park  $1,008  50.00%  $648  50.00%  $1,656  50.00%
Gillespie First UMC  $2,181  25.00%  $1,404  25.00%  $3,585  25.00%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC  $6,632  33.33%  $4,268  33.33%  $10,900  33.33%
Godfrey UMC  $8,935  41.67%  $5,750  41.67%  $14,685  41.67%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC  $1,602  50.00%  $1,032  50.00%  $2,634  50.00%
Granite City Good Shepherd UMC  $1,320  41.67%  $850  41.67%  $2,170  41.67%
Granite City Nameoki UMC  $6,745  41.67%  $4,340  41.67%  $11,085  41.67%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC  $1,771  9.99%  $1,142  10.01%  $2,913  9.99%
Granite City Trinity UMC  $2,214  50.00%  $1,422  50.00%  $3,636  50.00%
Greenville First UMC  $6,744  50.00%  $4,338  50.00%  $11,082  50.00%
Highland Hope UMC  $8,285  41.67%  $5,330  41.67%  $13,615  41.67%
Keyesport UMC  $600  50.00%  $390  50.00%  $990  50.00%
Lebanon First UMC  $6,655  41.67%  $4,285  41.67%  $10,940  41.67%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Marissa UMC  $3,085  45.74%  $2,080  48.01%  $5,165  46.63%
Maryville Saint Luke’s UMC  $7,530  50.00%  $4,848  50.00%  $12,378  50.00%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC  $3,183  34.86%  $2,270  38.61%  $5,453  36.32%
Medora UMC  $762  50.00%  $492  50.00%  $1,254  50.00%
Piasa UMC  $996  50.00%  $642  50.00%  $1,638  50.00%
Mount Olive UMC  $1,475  41.67%  $950  41.67%  $2,425  41.67%
Sorento UMC  $492  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $810  50.00%
Mulberry Grove UMC  $1,092  50.00%  $702  50.00%  $1,794  50.00%
Pleasant Mound UMC  $609  58.33%  $389  57.89%  $998  58.16%
Nashville Grace UMC  $11,555  41.67%  $7,435  41.67%  $18,990  41.67%
New Baden UMC  $2,817  43.38%  $1,801  43.12%  $4,617  43.28%
O’Fallon First UMC  $21,270  41.67%  $13,690  41.67%  $34,960  41.67%
Okawville UMC  $1,344  50.00%  $864  50.00%  $2,208  50.00%
Pocahontas UMC  $3,330  50.00%  $2,142  50.00%  $5,472  50.00%
Panama UMC  $588  16.67%  $378  16.67%  $966  16.67%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul  $9,220  41.67%  $5,935  41.67%  $15,155  41.67%
Shiloh UMC  $10,141  17.35%  $10,141  26.96%  $20,282  21.11%
Shipman UMC  $963  25.00%  $621  25.00%  $1,584  25.00%
Dorchester UMC  $638  91.67%  $407  91.67%  $1,045  91.67%

Sparta First UMC  $7,625  41.67%  $4,910  41.67%  $12,535  41.67%
Saint Jacob UMC  $1,032  25.00%  $663  25.00%  $1,695  25.00%
Staunton UMC  $1,206  43.51%  $556  31.10%  $1,762  38.64%
Steeleville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Percy UMC  $1,608  50.00%  $1,038  50.00%  $2,646  50.00%
Trenton First UMC  $6,000  41.67%  $3,860  41.67%  $9,860  41.67%
Trinity East Saint Louis UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Troy UMC  $3,104  8.33%  $-    0.00%  $3,104  5.07%
Worden UMC  $1,232  58.33%  $791  58.33%  $2,023  58.33%
Wanda UMC  $4,926  50.00%  $3,174  50.00%  $8,100  50.00%
Wood River First UMC  $3,852  50.00%  $2,478  50.00%  $6,330  50.00%
Benld UMC  $2,004  50.00%  $1,290  50.00%  $3,294  50.00% 
Mississippi River Totals  $339,898  35.07%  $187,208  30.01%  $527,106  33.08%
      

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC  $2,479  47.27%  $1,594  47.27%  $4,073  47.27%
Warrensburg UMC  $2,190  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%  $3,600  50.00%
Assumption UMC  $1,956  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%  $3,216  50.00%
Findlay UMC  $2,562  50.00%  $1,650  50.00%  $4,212  50.00%
Athens UMC  $4,680  50.00%  $3,012  50.00%  $7,692  50.00%
Cantrall UMC  $2,016  50.00%  $1,296  50.00%  $3,312  50.00%
Auburn UMC  $6,360  50.00%  $4,092  50.00%  $10,452  50.00%
Bethany UMC  $1,686  50.00%  $1,086  50.00%  $2,772  50.00%
Sanner Chapel UMC  $1,140  33.33%  $732  33.33%  $1,872  33.33%
Bethel UMC  $1,356  50.00%  $870  50.00%  $2,226  50.00%
Bissell UMC  $1,128  50.00%  $726  50.00%  $1,854  50.00%
Blue Mound UMC  $3,480  50.00%  $1,866  41.58%  $5,346  46.70%
Buckeye UMC  $2,100  58.33%  $1,351  58.33%  $3,451  58.33%
Owaneco UMC  $1,836  50.00%  $1,182  50.00%  $3,018  50.00%
Chatham UMC  $22,272  100.00%  $2,228  15.55%  $24,500  66.94%
Cisco UMC  $3,384  50.00%  $2,178  50.00%  $5,562  50.00%
Clinton UMC  $9,865  41.67%  $6,350  41.67%  $16,215  41.67%
Decatur Central UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Decatur South Shores UMC  $377  8.33%  $243  8.33%  $620  8.33%
Decatur Christ UMC  $4,310  41.67%  $2,775  41.67%  $7,085  41.67%
Decatur First UMC  $14,310  41.67%  $9,210  41.67%  $23,520  41.67%
Decatur Grace UMC  $22,170  41.67%  $14,265  41.67%  $36,435  41.67%
Decatur Wesley UMC  $1,668  50.00%  $1,074  50.00%  $2,742  50.00%
Garver Brick UMC  $1,809  75.00%  $1,161  75.00%  $2,970  75.00%
Divernon UMC  $2,622  50.00%  $1,686  50.00%  $4,308  50.00%
Farmersville UMC  $492  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $810  50.00%
Midland UMC  $2,296  58.33%  $1,477  58.33%  $3,773  58.33%
Easton UMC  $1,770  50.00%  $1,140  50.00%  $2,910  50.00%
Edinburg UMC  $3,012  50.00%  $1,938  50.00%  $4,950  50.00%
Stonington UMC  $2,832  50.00%  $1,824  50.00%  $4,656  50.00%
Elwin UMC  $5,244  50.00%  $3,378  50.00%  $8,622  50.00%
Forsyth UMC  $6,624  50.00%  $4,266  50.00%  $10,890  50.00%
Fountain of Life UMC  $1,950  41.67%  $1,255  41.67%  $3,205  41.67%
Island Grove UMC  $1,302  50.00%  $840  50.00%  $2,142  50.00%
Loami UMC  $1,134  50.00%  $726  50.00%  $1,860  50.00%
Kenney UMC  $375  41.67%  $240  41.67%  $615  41.67%
Lincoln First UMC  $11,100  41.67%  $2,858  16.67%  $13,958  31.88%
Beason UMC  $770  58.33%  $497  58.33%  $1,267  58.33%
Elkhart UMC  $768  50.00%  $492  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%
Hartsburg UMC  $975  41.67%  $630  41.67%  $1,605  41.67%
New Holland UMC  $1,344  50.00%  $864  50.00%  $2,208  50.00%
Long Creek UMC  $2,195  41.67%  $1,410  41.67%  $3,605  41.67%
Dalton City UMC  $1,440  50.00%  $930  50.00%  $2,370  50.00%
Macon UMC  $3,120  33.33%  $2,008  33.33%  $5,128  33.33%
Maroa UMC  $5,802  50.00%  $3,732  50.00%  $9,534  50.00%
Mason City UMC  $3,348  33.33%  $2,156  33.33%  $5,504  33.33%
San Jose UMC  $3,015  41.67%  $1,940  41.67%  $4,955  41.67%
Middletown UMC  $786  50.00%  $504  50.00%  $1,290  50.00%
Monticello UMC  $16,062  50.00%  $10,338  50.00%  $26,400  50.00%
Morrisonville UMC  $3,060  50.00%  $1,968  50.00%  $5,028  50.00%
Moweaqua UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Mount Auburn UMC  $1,115  41.67%  $720  41.67%  $1,835  41.67%
Mount Pulaski First UMC  $518  8.33%  $333  8.33%  $851  8.33%
Chestnut UMC  $820  41.67%  $530  41.67%  $1,350  41.67%
Latham UMC  $1,284  50.00%  $822  50.00%  $2,106  50.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $1,323  8.33%  $851  8.33%  $2,174  8.33%
New Salem UMC  $1,320  50.00%  $846  50.00%  $2,166  50.00%
Niantic UMC  $2,540  44.66%  $1,634  44.64%  $4,174  44.65%
Illiopolis UMC  $1,380  33.33%  $888  33.33%  $2,268  33.33%
Cerro Gordo UMC  $6,174  50.00%  $3,978  50.00%  $10,152  50.00%
Lovington UMC  $2,760  50.00%  $1,776  50.00%  $4,536  50.00%
Hammond UMC  $1,656  33.33%  $1,068  33.33%  $2,724  33.33%
LaPlace UMC  $1,200  41.67%  $775  41.67%  $1,975  41.67%
Pana UMC  $2,526  16.68%  $1,566  16.07%  $4,092  16.44%
Pawnee UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Petersburg UMC  $1,301  10.62%  $937  11.88%  $2,238  11.11%
Raymond Community Of Faith  $3,744  50.00%  $2,412  50.00%  $6,156  50.00%
Riverton First UMC  $2,700  33.33%  $1,736  33.33%  $4,436  33.33%
Rochester UMC  $11,435  41.67%  $7,360  41.67%  $18,795  41.67%
Sharon UMC  $4,476  50.00%  $2,880  50.00%  $7,356  50.00%
Sherman UMC  $9,970  41.67%  $6,415  41.67%  $16,385  41.67%
South Fork UMC  $2,676  50.00%  $1,722  50.00%  $4,398  50.00%
Fairview UMC  $852  50.00%  $546  50.00%  $1,398  50.00%
Springfield Asbury UMC  $2,150  41.67%  $1,385  41.67%  $3,535  41.67%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC  $8,420  41.67%  $5,420  41.67%  $13,840  41.67%

District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid

To be “on track” for paying apportionments in full, 
50 percent should have been paid by June 30.

CS & Adm. -- Clergy Support and Administration
WS & Conf. Ben. -- World Service & Conference Benevolences
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Springfield First UMC  $83,424  50.00%  $53,694  50.00%  $137,118  50.00%
Springfield Grace UMC  $1,246  12.74%  $515  8.17%  $1,761  10.95%
Springfield Kumler UMC  $4,695  41.67%  $3,020  41.67%  $7,715  41.67%
Springfield Jerome UMC  $2,580  50.00%  $1,662  50.00%  $4,242  50.00%
Springfield Laurel UMC  $25,476  50.00%  $16,392  50.00%  $41,868  50.00%
Springfield Northside UMC  $177  1.49%  $177  2.31%  $354  1.81%
Springfield Woodside UMC  $4,868  33.33%  $3,132  33.33%  $8,000  33.33%
Sugar Creek UMC  $14,778  50.00%  $9,510  50.00%  $24,288  50.00%
Taylorville UMC  $13,464  50.00%  $8,664  50.00%  $22,128  50.00%
Thayer UMC  $1,536  50.00%  $990  50.00%  $2,526  50.00%
Williamsville UMC  $3,108  50.00%  $1,998  50.00%  $5,106  50.00%
Zion Chapel UMC  $3,660  41.67%  $2,355  41.67%  $6,015  41.67% 
Sangamon River Totals  $429,924  43.19%  $259,735  40.54%  $689,659  42.15%
      

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC  $5,382  50.00%  $3,462  50.00%  $8,844  50.00%
Aledo UMC  $-    0.00%  $70  0.65%  $70  0.25%
Alpha UMC  $3,858  50.00%  $2,484  50.00%  $6,342  50.00%
Altona UMC  $2,442  50.00%  $1,572  50.00%  $4,014  50.00%
Oneida UMC  $1,328  33.33%  $856  33.33%  $2,184  33.33%
Blandinsville UMC  $1,085  41.67%  $700  41.67%  $1,785  41.67%
Burnside UMC  $1,992  100.00%  $468  36.45%  $2,460  75.09%
Bushnell UMC  $3,408  50.00%  $2,196  50.00%  $5,604  50.00%
Avon UMC  $1,830  50.00%  $1,176  50.00%  $3,006  50.00%
New Philadelphia UMC  $264  50.00%  $168  50.00%  $432  50.00%
Point Pleasant UMC  $486  50.00%  $312  50.00%  $798  50.00%
Cambridge UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Colchester UMC  $3,395  41.67%  $2,185  41.67%  $5,580  41.67%
Colona UMC  $4,755  41.67%  $3,060  41.67%  $7,815  41.67%
Colusa UMC  $1,092  50.00%  $702  50.00%  $1,794  50.00%
East Moline Christ UMC  $16,422  50.00%  $10,566  50.00%  $26,988  50.00%
Elmwood UMC  $6,042  55.51%  $4,104  58.56%  $10,146  56.71%
Fairview Center UMC  $3,780  50.00%  $2,436  50.00%  $6,216  50.00%
Galesburg First UMC  $10,287  25.00%  $6,621  25.00%  $16,908  25.00%
Galva Grace UMC  $990  41.67%  $635  41.67%  $1,625  41.67%
Geneseo First UMC  $15,385  41.67%  $9,905  41.67%  $25,290  41.67%
Geneseo Grace UMC  $14,424  50.00%  $9,282  50.00%  $23,706  50.00%
Annawan Community UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Fairview UMC  $1,820  41.67%  $1,170  41.67%  $2,990  41.67%
Hooppole Zion UMC  $1,764  50.00%  $1,134  50.00%  $2,898  50.00%
Henderson UMC  $488  33.33%  $312  33.33%  $800  33.33%
North Henderson UMC  $1,014  50.00%  $654  50.00%  $1,668  50.00%
Hills Grove UMC  $590  41.67%  $380  41.67%  $970  41.67%
Hillsdale UMC  $1,734  50.00%  $1,116  50.00%  $2,850  50.00%
Illinois City UMC  $2,118  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%  $3,480  50.00%
Pine Bluff UMC  $492  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $810  50.00%
Kirkwood UMC  $2,185  41.67%  $1,405  41.67%  $3,590  41.67%
Smithshire UMC  $420  33.33%  $272  33.33%  $692  33.33%
Knoxville UMC  $2,280  15.68%  $1,415  15.12%  $3,695  15.46%
Galesburg Faith UMC  $1,971  27.14%  $985  21.05%  $2,956  24.76%
Galesburg Emmanuel UMC  $780  10.58%  $780  16.45%  $1,559  12.88%
LaHarpe UMC  $1,764  50.00%  $1,134  50.00%  $2,898  50.00%
Durham UMC  $1,074  50.00%  $690  50.00%  $1,764  50.00%
Terre Haute UMC  $1,800  50.00%  $1,158  50.00%  $2,958  50.00%
Good Hope UMC  $3,126  50.00%  $2,016  50.00%  $5,142  50.00%
Jerusalem UMC  $888  25.00%  $570  25.00%  $1,458  25.00%
Loraine UMC  $4,518  50.00%  $2,904  50.00%  $7,422  50.00%
Macomb Wesley UMC  $21,540  50.00%  $13,866  50.00%  $35,406  50.00%
Maquon UMC  $2,400  50.00%  $1,548  50.00%  $3,948  50.00%
Douglas UMC  $1,224  50.00%  $786  50.00%  $2,010  50.00%
Orange Chapel UMC  $780  41.67%  $500  41.67%  $1,280  41.67%
Milan Trinity UMC  $3,850  41.67%  $2,480  41.67%  $6,330  41.67%
Green River UMC  $684  50.00%  $438  50.00%  $1,122  50.00%
Mineral UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC  $8,130  50.00%  $5,232  50.00%  $13,362  50.00%
Moline Riverside UMC  $17,790  41.67%  $11,450  41.67%  $29,240  41.67%
Monmouth First UMC  $9,390  50.00%  $6,042  50.00%  $15,432  50.00%
Nauvoo UMC  $1,572  50.00%  $1,014  50.00%  $2,586  50.00%
Galva First UMC  $4,650  41.67%  $2,995  41.67%  $7,645  41.67%
Bishop Hill UMC  $828  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%
Oquawka UMC  $1,050  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,728  50.00%
Gladstone UMC  $342  50.00%  $216  50.00%  $558  50.00%
Biggsville UMC  $552  66.67%  $360  66.67%  $912  66.67%
Orion UMC  $6,385  41.67%  $4,110  41.67%  $10,495  41.67%
Reynolds UMC  $3,035  41.67%  $1,955  41.67%  $4,990  41.67%
Taylor Ridge UMC  $1,026  50.00%  $660  50.00%  $1,686  50.00%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC  $13,686  50.00%  $8,808  50.00%  $22,494  50.00%
Roseville UMC  $4,242  50.00%  $2,730  50.00%  $6,972  50.00%
Swan Creek UMC  $858  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Stronghurst UMC  $1,335  25.00%  $858  25.00%  $2,193  25.00%
Carman UMC  $1,782  50.00%  $1,146  50.00%  $2,928  50.00%
Carbon Cliff UMC  $1,284  50.00%  $828  50.00%  $2,112  50.00%
Church of the Cross UMC  $1,686  50.00%  $1,086  50.00%  $2,772  50.00%
East Moline Grace UMC  $996  50.00%  $642  50.00%  $1,638  50.00%
Fairfield UMC  $1,038  50.00%  $665  49.92%  $1,703  49.97%
Hampton UMC  $1,710  50.00%  $1,098  50.00%  $2,808  50.00%
Port Byron First UMC  $4,284  50.00%  $2,754  50.00%  $7,038  50.00%
Silvis UMC  $2,670  41.67%  $1,720  41.67%  $4,390  41.67%
Victoria UMC  $2,466  50.00%  $1,590  50.00%  $4,056  50.00%
Maxey Chapel UMC  $1,614  50.00%  $1,038  50.00%  $2,652  50.00%
Viola UMC  $2,634  50.00%  $1,698  50.00%  $4,332  50.00%

Preemption UMC  $3,168  50.00%  $2,040  50.00%  $5,208  50.00%
Walnut Grove UMC  $2,520  50.00%  $1,626  50.00%  $4,146  50.00%
Joy UMC  $824  21.06%  $530  21.03%  $1,354  21.05%
Eliza UMC  $1,278  50.00%  $-    0.00%  $1,278  50.00%
New Boston UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Williamsfield UMC  $2,105  41.67%  $1,355  41.67%  $3,460  41.67%
Dahinda UMC  $4,932  100.00%  $3,180  100.00%  $8,112  100.00%
Spoon River Totals  $271,812  41.94%  $173,543  41.77%  $445,355  41.87%
      

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT      
Atlanta UMC  $3,552  50.00%  $2,286  50.00%  $5,838  50.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $2,166  50.00%  $1,398  50.00%  $3,564  50.00%
Bloomington Grace UMC  $3,388  28.15%  $-    0.00%  $3,388  17.12%
Bloomington Park UMC  $2,434  17.46%  $1,566  17.45%  $4,000  17.45%
Bloomington West Olive Faith  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bloomington Wesley UMC  $42,096  50.00%  $27,096  50.00%  $69,192  50.00%
Bonfield First UMC  $1,044  50.00%  $672  50.00%  $1,716  50.00%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC  $3,285  75.00%  $2,115  75.00%  $5,400  75.00%
Grand Prairie UMC  $1,535  41.67%  $990  41.67%  $2,525  41.67%
Bourbonnais Grace UMC  $3,075  25.00%  $1,980  25.00%  $5,055  25.00%
Braceville UMC  $1,908  50.00%  $1,230  50.00%  $3,138  50.00%
Bradley Wesley UMC  $6,438  50.00%  $4,140  50.00%  $10,578  50.00%
Chatsworth UMC  $6,828  100.00%  $4,392  100.00%  $11,220  100.00%
Forrest UMC  $3,414  50.00%  $2,196  50.00%  $5,610  50.00%
Chenoa UMC  $3,336  50.00%  $2,148  50.00%  $5,484  50.00%
Coal City UMC  $8,275  41.67%  $5,325  41.67%  $13,600  41.67%
Colfax UMC  $-    0.00%  $1,305  25.00%  $1,305  9.79%
Cornell Blackstone UMC  $1,680  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%  $2,760  50.00%
Cropsey UMC  $1,914  50.00%  $1,230  50.00%  $3,144  50.00%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC  $2,148  50.00%  $1,386  50.00%  $3,534  50.00%
Downs UMC  $5,346  50.00%  $3,438  50.00%  $8,784  50.00%
Dwight UMC  $11,496  50.00%  $7,398  50.00%  $18,894  50.00%
Ellsworth UMC  $2,412  50.00%  $1,554  50.00%  $3,966  50.00%
El Paso UMC  $3,432  50.00%  $2,208  50.00%  $5,640  50.00%
Essex UMC  $546  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $900  50.00%
Fairbury UMC  $5,845  41.67%  $3,760  41.67%  $9,605  41.67%
Flanagan UMC  $876  50.00%  $564  50.00%  $1,440  50.00%
Herscher UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Heyworth UMC  $2,206  16.67%  $1,420  16.67%  $3,626  16.67%
Hudson UMC  $3,492  50.00%  $2,250  50.00%  $5,742  50.00%
Kankakee Asbury UMC  $13,235  41.67%  $8,515  41.67%  $21,750  41.67%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC  $1,230  8.33%  $792  8.33%  $2,022  8.33%
Kankakee Trinity UMC  $4,170  50.00%  $2,688  50.00%  $6,858  50.00%
Aroma Park UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bradley Evangelical UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
LeRoy UMC  $10,332  50.00%  $6,648  50.00%  $16,980  50.00%
Lexington First UMC  $8,214  50.00%  $5,286  50.00%  $13,500  50.00%
Manteno UMC  $7,032  50.00%  $4,530  50.00%  $11,562  50.00%
McDowell UMC  $4,068  100.00%  $2,616  100.00%  $6,684  100.00%
McLean UMC  $1,364  16.67%  $1,317  25.00%  $2,681  19.93%
Waynesville UMC  $4,008  50.00%  $2,580  50.00%  $6,588  50.00%
Momence UMC  $4,320  41.67%  $2,780  41.67%  $7,100  41.67%
Grant Park UMC  $1,014  50.00%  $654  50.00%  $1,668  50.00%
Hennepin UMC  $1,679  30.22%  $1,073  30.02%  $2,752  30.14%
Magnolia UMC  $672  50.00%  $432  50.00%  $1,104  50.00%
McNabb UMC  $620  41.67%  $400  41.67%  $1,020  41.67%
Normal Calvary UMC  $37,068  50.00%  $23,856  50.00%  $60,924  50.00%
Normal First UMC  $31,242  50.00%  $20,106  50.00%  $51,348  50.00%
Normal Morningstar UMC  $993  9.06%  $627  8.90%  $1,620  9.00%
Odell UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $2,040  50.00%  $1,314  50.00%  $3,354  50.00%
Pontiac First UMC  $17,430  50.00%  $11,220  50.00%  $28,650  50.00%
Ransom UMC  $2,046  50.00%  $1,314  50.00%  $3,360  50.00%
Reddick UMC  $3,096  50.00%  $1,992  50.00%  $5,088  50.00%
South Wilmington UMC  $564  50.00%  $366  50.00%  $930  50.00%
Ritchey UMC  $528  100.00%  $336  100.00%  $864  100.00%
Roanoke UMC  $3,618  50.00%  $2,328  50.00%  $5,946  50.00%
Secor UMC  $1,326  50.00%  $852  50.00%  $2,178  50.00%
Saunemin UMC  $2,510  41.67%  $1,615  41.67%  $4,125  41.67%
Cabery UMC  $1,074  50.00%  $690  50.00%  $1,764  50.00%
Cullom UMC  $1,542  50.00%  $996  50.00%  $2,538  50.00%
Kempton UMC  $1,110  50.00%  $714  50.00%  $1,824  50.00%
Streator First UMC  $2,300  16.67%  $1,480  16.67%  $3,780  16.67%
Grand Ridge UMC  $2,919  58.33%  $1,883  58.33%  $4,802  58.33%
Long Point UMC  $1,056  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,734  50.00%
Tonica UMC  $4,548  50.00%  $2,928  50.00%  $7,476  50.00%
Lostant UMC  $960  41.67%  $620  41.67%  $1,580  41.67%
Richland UMC  $426  50.00%  $270  50.00%  $696  50.00%
Minonk UMC  $1,410  50.00%  $906  50.00%  $2,316  50.00%
Wenona Saint John’s UMC  $1,164  50.00%  $750  50.00%  $1,914  50.00%
Verona UMC  $1,080  50.00%  $696  50.00%  $1,776  50.00%
Mazon UMC  $876  50.00%  $564  50.00%  $1,440  50.00%
Vermilion River Totals  $319,051  42.95%  $204,893  42.86%  $523,945  42.91% 

Blackstone UMC (MERGED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Marlow UMC (CLOSED)  $504  100.00%  $324  100.00%  $828  100.00%
Mount Etna UMC (CLOSED)  $252  33.33%  $160  33.33%  $412  33.33%
Mount Gilead UMC (CLOSED)  $720  100.00%  $468  100.00%  $1,188  100.00%
Sibley UMC (CLOSED)  $2,736  100.00%  $1,752  100.00%  $4,488  100.00%
Total Closed/Merged Churches  $4,212  65.36%  $2,704  65.50%  $6,916  65.42%
CONFERENCE TOTALS  $3,034,773  42.00%  $1,901,559  40.90%  $13,832  41.57%

To be “on track” for paying apportionments in full, 
50 percent should have been paid by June 30.

CS & Adm. -- Clergy Support and Administration
WS & Conf. Ben. -- World Service & Conference Benevolences

District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid

Apportionments as of June 30, 2010



was watching how much the young peo-
ple gave of themselves and how hard they 
worked from morning well into the night 
for three solid days.

Moved by the residents’ plight, the 
teens unanimously decided to share what 
food they had with the flooding victims, 
bringing the whole community together in 
a time of tragedy.

“We were sitting in a pile of rubble, 
surrounded by destroyed homes,” Kimber-
ly Allen said. “But we were laughing and 
praying together – it was amazing.”

The group included: Ciara Allen, 17, 
Nika Allen, 16, Jay Fry, 17, Jessica Harris, 
17, Mandy Meyer, 16, Kaaleb Moorefield, 
15, Samantha O’Daniell, 17, Travis Sos-
nock, 18, and Taylor Weigler, 18.

“This was such a rewarding experi-
ence for the kids,” she said. “We always 
tell them stories from the Bible but that 
doesn’t always feel like real life for them. 

On a mission trip, they have the sense that 
God is real.”

Feeling that their lives have been for-
ever changed and a lasting bond created, 
the group has been invited back to visit 
Delhi whenever they can.

“The hardest thing we had to do was 
leave because there was so much more that 
needed to be done,” Kimberly Allen said. 
“Our youngest daughter didn’t want to 
go when she learned that we didn’t get to 
one elderly lady - we wish we could have 
stayed longer.”
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Christian Conversation

By Adam Hamilton

When I ask non-
Christians what they 
think Jesus stood for, 
most say, “Love.” 
And they are correct; 
this is one of the de-
fining elements of 
Jesus’ teaching. He 
told His followers 
that God’s will for 

humanity could be summarized with two 
commands: love God and love your neigh-
bor. He went to on to say that our neighbor 
is anyone who needs our help. The love we 
are to show is not a feeling but a way of 
acting—a love of kindness and compassion 
and a desire to bless and seek good for oth-
ers. Jesus told His disciples they were to 
love not only their neighbors and friends 
but their enemies as well. He told them the 
world would know that they are His dis-
ciples by their love. 

Non-Christians know that Jesus stood 
for love. Which is why, when those who 
claim to follow Jesus act in unloving ways, 
it feels particularly unpleasant. This dispar-
ity between the love Christians are meant 
to display and what people often experi-
ence is most pronounced when Christians 
speak with judgment or in disparaging 
ways toward others. 

No doubt you can think of examples of 
Christians you have known who were judg-
mental, hypocritical and unloving. Some 
of the most insensitive, critical, judgmen-
tal and mean-spirited people I’ve known 
were persons who claimed to be commit-
ted Christians. 

I was officiating at the graveside fu-
neral for a young man who had taken his 
own life. The parents were still in shock 
and experiencing intense grief. In the eu-
logy and message I sought to help them 
and all who had gathered to make sense 
of this terrible tragedy while finding com-
fort and hope in God. And we remembered 
the unique and special qualities of their 
son. Following the service, a husband and 
wife—sister and brother-in-law of one of 
the boy’s parents—came to me and asked, 
“Why didn’t you tell them that their son is 
in hell today?!” 

I was taken aback and asked: “How 
do you know the boy is in hell today? Do 
you know what was in the boy’s heart? 
Are you so certain you know the mind 
of God?” They looked at me and walked 
away. What kind of person is so certain of 
another’s eternal fate that they can stand 
before grieving parents and callously tell 
them their son is in hell? 
Jesus and the Pharisees

Of course Jesus confronted the same 
kinds of things in His day. If you read the 
Gospels carefully, Jesus never got angry 
with prostitutes, adulterers or ordinary 
“sinners.” Nor did His actions turn such 
people away. In fact, Jesus drew “sinners” 
to Himself by the thousands. He made such 
people feel at ease. The only people Jesus 
had words of judgment for in the Gospels 
were the religious folks. What angered 
Him the most about these people, particu-
larly the religious leaders, was their judg-
mentalism, their hypocrisy and their failure 
to love. They believed God was primarily 
interested in people following the rules. 
Jesus taught that God’s primary rule was 
love, and that God’s interest wasn’t in con-
demning “sinners” but in drawing them to 
God. 

Though Jesus was opposed by various 
people in the Gospels, His primary opposi-
tion was from a group of religious people 
called Pharisees (the word likely comes 
from a Hebrew word that means “set apart” 
or “separated”). They believed holiness 
and a life pleasing to God came from sepa-
rating yourself from sin and in obeying the 
commands of God. This all makes sense 
but, like many modern-day Christians, they 
had missed the point. They failed to see 
that God’s primary concern is not rules, but 
people. They should have been celebrating 
the fact that thousands of people who had 
turned away from organized religion were 
drawn to hear Jesus teach about the king-
dom of God. Instead they were repulsed 
by Jesus’ willingness to associate with 
people “like that.” In response, Jesus spoke 
some pretty harsh words to the Pharisees 
and the other religious leaders of his time. 
The word He used most frequently to de-
scribe them is rendered in the Gospels as 
the Greek word hupokrisis from which we 
have the word hypocrisy. The Greek word 

was used to refer to an actor in a play—a 
pretender. 

The truth is, we are all in danger of 
being “pretenders” when it comes to our 
highest values and aspirations. This is par-
ticularly true for religious people, which is 
why Jesus often warned His disciples about 
hypocrisy, warnings that covered four dif-
ferent expressions of hypocrisy: wrong 
motives, judging others, “majoring in the 
minors” (that is, fighting over the tiniest, 
least consequential of things and beliefs) 
and being two-faced. 
We are all recovering Pharisees

If Pharisees are religious people who 
struggle with wrong motives, with being 
critical and judgmental of others, with 
missing the point and with being two-
faced, then I’ve got to confess, I am a re-
covering Pharisee who often falls off the 
wagon. Everyone I know, religious people 
and atheists alike, struggle with these four 
tendencies. 

It is so easy to do the right things for 
all the wrong reasons. It is so easy to point 
out the sins of others while ignoring our 
own. Most of us are experts at “majoring 
in the minors” while failing to do the really 
important things God demands of us. And 
which of us has never put on a face and pre-
tended to be something we’re not? It is only 
in recognizing our tendency to be Pharisees 
that we have any hope of remaining in re-
covery. My experience with non-religious 
people is that they do not expect Christians 
to be perfect. In fact, one young adult said: 
“I don’t mind that you Christians don’t live 
up to your ideals. I don’t live up to all of 
my ideals either. In the end, I guess we’re 
all hypocrites. It’s just that I and my friends 
recognize that we’re hypocrites. It seems 
that many Christians haven’t figured this 
out yet.” Again, the hypocrisy of Christians 
is most troubling to non-Christians when 
we point out the sins of others. 
Getting it right 

Every Christian gets it wrong some-
times. But when Christians are judgmental, 
hypocritical, insensitive and mean-spirited, 
they are acting in ways that are unchristian. 
When the Apostle Paul described what 
Christians should strive for, he used these 
words: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
gentleness, generosity, faithfulness and 

self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). Unchris-
tian Christians stand out because even non-
Christians know these people are living in 
a way that is inconsistent with Jesus’ teach-
ing. Jesus commanded His followers not to 
judge. He warned them against hypocrisy. 
Again and again He called them to love all, 
both their neighbors and those with whom 
they did not see eye to eye. 

For all the Christians who get it wrong, 
I believe there are many who get it right. 
They are not as vocal as their pharisaic 
counterparts. And they are not perfect. But 
there really are countless Christians who 
daily seek to live authentic lives of faith. 
They go out of their way to care for oth-
ers. They are compassionate. They live and 
give sacrificially toward others. They vol-
unteer their time to serve the poor, or visit 
the sick, or take the time to encourage the 
discouraged. They work for justice. They 
genuinely love people. 

When Christians get it right, they love 
and give, they work for justice and dem-
onstrate kindness. When Christians get it 
right, they, like Jesus, befriend those who 
are outside the Church rather than con-
demning them. And when Christians get it 
right, people are drawn to, rather than re-
pelled by, their faith. 

This article is adapted from the upcom-
ing book When Christians Get It Wrong 
(Abingdon Press, 2010) by Adam Hamil-
ton, who is the founding pastor of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church of the Resurrection. 
Used by permission; all rights reserved.

When Christians get it wrong
How to repair the damage done by Christians acting unChristianly

     I’ve got to confess, I am a 
recovering Pharisee who of-
ten falls off the wagon. Every-
one I know, religious people 
and atheists alike, struggle 
with these four tendencies 
[wrong motives; judging oth-
ers; “majoring in the minors” 
(that is, fighting over the 
tiniest, least consequential of 
things and beliefs) and being  
two-faced.] 

“

“Adam Hamilton

Missionaries
Continued from page 28

Celebration service 
for Harter

A service of Celebration for Sangam-
on River District Superintendent Terry 
Harter will be held Sept. 19 at Decatur 
First UMC, 201 West North Street, De-
catur at 3:30 pm. All Clergy and laity are 
invited to attend this significant event. 

The host church choir will be shar-
ing special music and Bishop Gregory V.  
Palmer will be speaking and presiding 
over a Covenant Service.  

http://bible.logos.com/passage/tniv/Galatians%205.22-23
http://www.amazon.com/When-Christians-Wrong-Adam-Hamilton/dp/1426709145/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1277129579&sr=8-1


By Kathie Bassett
Alton Telegraph

EAST ALTON – While residents of 
Delhi, Iowa, wondered why their homes 
had been suddenly destroyed, missionaries 
from East Alton First UMC felt they were 
in the right place at the right time to do 
God’s work.

“It was so moving to be there right af-
ter this disaster happened,” group co-lead-
er Kimberly Allen said. “This was quite a 
spiritual journey for us.”

The group of nine young people, rang-
ing in age from 16 to 18, was adamant that 
they wanted to participate in a missionary 
trip this summer, Allen said.

Originally scheduled to travel to Okla-
homa, Allen arranged for the team to work 
with a Cedar Rapids-based ministry called 
Block by Block instead when that trip fell 
through. They began their trip north on 
July 25 after the morning service.

“The day before we left the dam broke 
near the Delhi area, and we were asked 
to divert our time there,” Allen said. “I 
had mentioned to the coordinator, Becky 
Woods, that we had been first responders 
when the Wabash levee broke near Law-
renceville.”

The East Alton team had just begun 

helping victims of the 2008 flooding with 
their rebuilding efforts when Woods asked 
them if they could leave immediately for 
Delhi.

“She told us that no one was there to 
help them - that their spirits were broken - 
so we said we’d go,” Allen said. “We got 
there around 3 p.m. on Monday and the 
dam had broke Saturday night.”

Sent to the hardest-hit enclave, the first 
thing the group tried to do was assess who 
needed what kind of help. They arrived on 
the scene of the disaster even before the 
Red Cross.

Created by what is now a privately 
owned dam across the Maquoketa River, 
the Delhi area received approximately 
10 inches of rain in the week before the 
breach. Built in 1929, the approaches to 
the dam gave way under the stress.

“These were (full-time) homes for 
most of the people we helped,” she said. 
“They worked hard to have these retire-
ment homes - they were their futures – and 
it’s been a total loss for these people.”

The group focused its cleanup efforts 
on a dozen or so homes flooded with 4 to 6 
feet of water. The water had receded by the 
time they arrived, but the shock and devas-
tation had not.

“It was like everything had been sucked 

to one side – there were dishes, pictures 
and furniture covered in mud in the cor-
ners where the water flowed to,” Allen’s 
husband, Mark, said. “It was heartbreaking 
to see people suffer a total loss like this.”

Along with cleanup help, the couple 
said residents needed hugs and someone to 
talk to about their losses.

At the suggestion of a church member, 

the group happened to take along 30 to 40 
Care Bears.

“We were so humbled by how people 
would cry when we gave them a little-bitty 
stuffed bear,” Kimberly Allen said. “In 
some cases, it was all they had.”

For the four adults chaperoning the 
teens, one of the most poignant aspects 
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Conference News

Arson suspected in Midland 
UMC fire, feds investigating
By Paul Black

KINCAID – Arson is suspected in an 
Aug. 1 fire that damaged the Midland UMC 
and community leaders have called in fed-
eral authorities to investigate the matter.

The church, located in this Christian 
County community, sustained damage 
throughout the building and sidelined the 
community food pantry. The fire was dis-
covered about 4:45 a.m. as firefighters and 
deputies had just put out a fire of a van lo-
cated not far from the church. That fire has 
also been termed “suspicious.”

Despite the damage, the congrega-
tion held services Aug. 1 at Kincaid High 
School.

“We had a great service,” said the Rev. 
Linda Vonck. “The people of God are resil-
ient, and when thing like this happen, we 
pull together.”

The worst damage was done to the ga-
rage, office area and the food pantry, locat-
ed in the middle of the building. However, 
the sanctuary sustained smoke and water 
damage and there was a hole in the roof 
over the garage.

The food pantry which began in Febru-
ary 2009, serves around 80 families in the 
community.

Following the fire, the community put 
out appeals for food and donations to re-

stock and replenish the food pantry as well 
as obtain an energy-efficient refrigerator 
and freezer to store the food pantry’s per-
ishable items.

Space was temporarily made available 
at the Catholic Church to reopen the food 
pantry to the community. 

The latest two fires bring the number 
of suspicious fires to 15 since early 2009. 
Prior to Aug. 1, all of the fires had occurred 
in vacant structures or involved vehicles.

On Aug. 2, the state fire marshal’s office 
called in the U.S. Bureau of Tobacco and 
Firearms to assist with the investigation.

The village’s mayor, Doug Thomas said 
many in the town are worried.

“There are people that are worried now 
that they’ve gone beyond empty houses,” 
Thomas told the Springfield State Journal-
Register newspaper. “This has been going 
on too long, I just wish we’d find out who 
it is and be done. I know there’s a lot of 
people who are worried about it, and I un-
derstand.”

Persons who wish to make donations to 
the Midland Area Food Pantry may do so 
by sending donations to:

Midland Area Food Pantry
600 Tower Street
P.O. Box 530
Kincaid, IL 62540.
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Missionaries act as first responders in Iowa flooding disaster

East Alton First UMC volunteer Dianna Meyer with Delhi, Iowa resident Jean during 
the church’s mission trip to the flood-ravaged community.

See Missionaries on page 27 . . .


