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1st United Methodist Church, DuQuoin
Is seeking a church organist.  Highly qualified applicants should be: Enthusiastic Christ 
followers, committed to personal growth and encouraging spiritual growth in others, 
Skilled musicians (preferably trained or proficient in keyboards, with preference given 
to pipe organ proficiency of multiple manuals and a full pedal board), able to lead 
persons in worship into the presence of God, open to a variety of Christian music 
and able to accompany congregational singing, choirs, ensembles, and individuals. 
Experience preferred.  Mail cover letter and resume with references to:  Pastor, First 
UMC, 25 N. Washington St., DuQuoin, IL  62832.  Please submit application materials 
no later than April 1, 2011.

First United Methodist Church of Mattoon, Illinois,
Is seeking a part-time Minister of Visitation to begin on or after July 1, 2011.  Good 
social skills, flexibility, a willingness to focus upon the outreach and pastoral care 
goals of the church, as well as ordination within the United Methodist Church are 
required.  Remuneration will be at $10,000 to $15,000 per year.  Send applications 
to Pastor Ken Hutchens, 1601 Charleston Ave., Mattoon, IL  61938. or emailed to 
Mattoonfumc@gmail.com.  For more information on the church visit our web site at
www.mattoonfumc.org.

Two superintendents are returning 
to familiar geographic territory while a 
third finds his assignment as being very 
compatible to his ministry, as Bishop 
Gregory V. Palmer has announced the ap-
pointment of three superintendents to the 
IGRC Cabinet, effective July 1.

Revs. Leah Pogemiller, C. Douglas 
Rorex and Roger Russell will assume 
superintending responsibilities in the 
Vermilion, LaMoine and Cache River 
districts respectively.

Pogemiller will succeed the Rev. J. 
Keith Zimmerman, who has announced 
his retirement. Rorex will follow Rev. 
Randall Robinson and Russell will suc-
ceed Rev. J. Gregory Courtright.

The appointments were announced 
from the pulpits at Clinton, Fairfield First 
and Canton Wesley UMC’s during morn-
ing worship Feb. 27.

 “I am delighted in what Leah, Doug 
and Roger will bring to the ministry of 
superintending,” Palmer said. “They are 
all deeply grounded disciples of Jesus 
Christ. They are committed to helping 
congregations and pastors grow in effec-
tiveness in the primary mission of mak-
ing disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world.” 

 Palmer said the three will “align 
excellently with the uniqueness of the 
specific districts to which they will be as-
signed, and they will enrich the ministry 
and life of the Cabinet, the conference 
and the connection.” 

Rev. Leah Pogemi-
ller

For Pogemiller, 
superintending in 
one of the confer-
ence’s most northern 
districts is not unfa-

miliar territory as most of her formative 
years were spent in the Chicago suburb of 
Joliet. She has also served two appoint-
ments within the Vermilion River District 
in her 27-year ministry.

“I am humbled by the invitation to be 
a part of the Cabinet,” Pogemiller said. 
“I am looking forward to listening to the 
congregations in the Vermilion River 
District as we, together, discern God’s di-
rection for the district.”

A graduate of Joliet Junior College 
and the University of Illinois, Pogemiller 
is a 1985 graduate of Boston University 
School of Theology.

Raised as a United Methodist and ac-
tive from childhood, Pogemiller’s call to 
ministry came while at the University of 
Illinois. Planning to be a short-term med-
ical missionary following her time at the 
U of I, Pogemiller said her call began to 
intensify during her sophomore year in 
the fall of 1979. Within a year, with the 
guidance of pastors E. Paul Unger and 
A. Donald Sorenson, Jr. -- her pastors at 
Urbana Wesley UMC – Pogemiller began 
the formal process toward ordination.

She was ordained in full connection in 
1987, and has served pastorates at Vero-
na-Mazon, associate pastor at Monticello 
UMC, Kankakee Asbury and Clinton, 
where she is completing her seventh year.

Rev. C. Douglas 
Rorex

Rorex said that 
his hope as a su-
perintendent is to 
be able to be a pas-
tor to the pastor 
and churches of the 
LaMoine River Dis-

trict. While the LaMoine River District is 
in a different part of the conference than 

he has served pastorates, Rorex believes 
the district is very compatible with the 
settings of ministry he has had for the 
past 30 years.

“The superintendents that I have ap-
preciated have been there in times of cri-
sis to support and encourage,” he said. “I 
am hoping to being able to model that as 
part of the conference leadership team.”

He also noted that the team concept 
has also been helpful in overcoming the 
feeling of being overwhelmed by the new 
appointment. 

“We pastors in the churches see 
through a dark glass dimly at the entire 
superintending process encompasses, but 
to know that there is help and support of 
colleagues will make that transition much 
easier.”

Rorex received his theological edu-
cation from a consortium of theological 
schools including Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary and Louisville Presby-
terian Seminary.

Ordained in the American Baptist 
Church, Rorex served pastorates in New 
Albany, Ind., and as an associate pastor at 
First Baptist Church in Murphysboro. In 
1980, Rorex was appointed to the Gray-
ville UMC, where he served for 14 years, 
assisting the Presbyterian Church by 
serving communion and sharing worship 
services, taking part in community the-
atre and serving as a substitute school bus 
driver and an emergency medical techni-
cian for the Grayville and Carmi Emer-
gency Medical Services departments.

Other pastorates include Olney St. 
Paul-Chauncey and Fairfield First, where 
he has served since 1998.

Rorex enjoys hiking and scuba diving 
and has made 19 trips to Bonaire in the 
Netherland Antilles. He also enjoys bik-
ing having used a bike for parish visits 

and exercise for years.
Rorex and his wife Jane have been 

married for 37 years. She has been in-
volved in music education for more than 
25 years.

Rev. Roger Russell
Roger Russell 

returns to Southern 
Illinois as the new 
Cache River District 
superintendent in a 
ministry with sev-
eral appointments in 
the region.

“We are thrilled to be back in the area 
and while it is not our home area, I am 
excited to be in our heart area,” he said. 
“I know quite a few people, both laity and 
clergy, and having worked at the camps, 
it is my hope that we can cast a vision and 
be inspired so that growth is possible.”

Russell said he sees his role of super-
intendent as being proactive in helping to 
foster growth as well as the management 
and maintenance responsibilities that are 
also essential.

Raised in the Granite City area, Rus-
sell is a graduate of McKendree College 
and Asbury Theological Seminary. He has 
pastored the following churches: St. Ja-
cob, the Mayfield Charge, Mayfield, Ga.; 
associate at Belleville St. Matthew; Sar-
dis UMC, Nancy, Ky.; Zeigler-Royalton; 
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC; Caseyville; 
Centralia Demaree-Gilead; Pawnee; as-
sociate at Marion Aldersgate, and for the 
past four years, Canton Wesley UMC.

Russell and his wife Carol are the par-
ents of three grown children and the Rus-
sells have eight grandchildren. He con-
siders his wife a full partner in ministry, 
including the superintendency.

Pogemiller, Rorex and Russell appointed superintendents
By Paul Black

Appointments
In consultation with the IGRC Cabinet, 

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer appoints the follow-
ing persons:

Daniel King Crede to Urbana Wesley and  
Foundation, effective July 1.

Bruce Rushing to Clinton UMC, Sangam-
on River District, effective July 1.

J. Gregory Courtright to Canton Wesley 
UMC, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Carolyn (Carrie) Carnes, Supply-Not-Ap-
pointed – ½ Time, District – Vermilion River, 
Effective Date – 03.01.11

Christy Phillips, Supply-Not-Appointed – 
¼ Time, District – Spoon River, Effective Date 
– 03.01.11

Norman Mendell, Supply-Not-Appointed 
– ¼ Time, District – Spoon River,  Effective 
Date – 03.01.11

Rebecca B. Lembke to Taylorville First, 

Deaths
Rev. Roger Christianson, retired IGRC 

pastor, died March 19.
Rev. Christianson served local church-

es in the former Central Illinois Conference 
for 35 years, retiring in 1995.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent 
to his wife, Karen at: 1829 38th St., Moline, 
IL  61265-4445.

Ruth Ann Asmussen, wife of retired 
pastor Kenneth T. Asmussen, passed 
away on Friday, March 18.

She and her husband served the Mt. 
Auburn UMC for seven years from 1993 to 
2000.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent 
to Rev. Kenneth Asmussen, 5 Danbury Dr. 
Springfield, IL  62704.

The Rev. W. Harold Loyd, a retired 
pastor, died March 5, in Hermitage, Tenn.

Rev. Loyd had a distinguished career 
as a pastor in the former Central Illinois 
Conference, serving two terms as a Dis-
trict Superintendent and also as the Assis-
tant to the Bishop. He retired as the Cham-
paign District Superintendent in 1985.

His wife, Valeria, died in 2003. Con-
dolences may be sent to a daughter, Marti 
Loyd, 200 Lakebrink Drive, Nashville, TN 
37214.

Larry Welliver, spouse  of Rev. Sharon 

Welliver, died Feb. 28. Expressions of sym-
pathy may be sent to: Rev. Sharon Welliver, 
211 Archer Ave.,Marshall, IL 62441.

Rev. Paul  Bryant, retired pastor, died 
Feb. 26 in Florida. Rev. Bryant served 
churches in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, retiring from Creal Springs-
New Burnside in 1998.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Betty Bryant, 433 Buena Vista, Edwards-
ville, IL  62025.

The Rev. Lloyd Ernest Davis, a retired 
pastor, died Feb. 13 in Joliet.

Prior to the 1968 merger, he was a 
pastor in the former EUB church and was 
appointed in Northern, Central and South-
ern Illinois. He retired in Danville in 1976. 
His wife, June, died in 2008.

Condolences may be sent to a son, 
Larry Davis, 716 Westshore Drive, Shore-
wood, IL  60404.

Virginia Brooks, the surviving spouse 
of Rev. Kenneth Brooks, died Feb. 21. 
Kenneth Brooks served 17 years in the for-
mer Evangelical United Brethren Church in 
Robinson before transferring to the North-
ern Illinois Conference, retiring in 1964.

Memorials can be sent to the Preach-
ers Aid and Benefit Fund Preachers’ Aid 
Society and Benefit Fund, P.O. Box 19207, 
Springfield IL 62794.

An invitation to the UM 
Leadership Summit
Dear friends in Jesus Christ:

I want to invite you to participate in an important time of Chris-
tian Conferencing on April 6. This event is officially dubbed the 

United Methodist Leadership Summit. Below you will find, in a Question and 
Answer format, more detail. There will be 22 sites in the Conference where you 
can connect with sister and brother United Methodists to engage in robust con-
versation about some of the most important challenges and opportunities before 
the United Methodist Church and therefore the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 
Just below the Q & A you will find the sites for the summit listed.

What Is the UMC Leadership Summit?
Sponsored by the Council of Bishops in cooperation with the Connectional 

Table, the Leadership Summit will be a simultaneous, worldwide, web based and 
interactive conversation about the role of the annual conference and its leaders in 
driving adaptive change for the UMC.

When Will It Be Held?
April 6, 2011 from 11 a.m. to 2 p. m. (Central Daylight Saving Time). 

How Will It Take Place?
The summit will be webcast from Nashville, Tenn. with conversation groups 

organized in the conference. Feedback questions and comments may be sent by 
email (feedback@umcleadershipsummit.org) to presenters who will respond to 
as many as possible during the last hour of the summit.

What Will the Format Be?
The first hour will consist of presentations by the Council of Bishops and 

representatives of the Call to Action Steering Team, followed by an hour of 
guided conversation among participants in their own locations and then a final 
hour in which the presenters in Nashville respond to email questions posed by 
leaders around the world. Questions and comments may be sent to feedback@
umcleadershipsummit.org.

Who Should Attend?
Lay and clergy from across the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

News from the Episcopal Office

(continued on page 18, see Invitation)

Sangamon River District, effective July 1.
Charles McDonald  to Fairfield First, Kas-

kaskia River District, effective July 1.
Shane H. Smith to Benton First, Cache 

River District, effective July 1.
Gerald A. (Jerry) Haley to Streator First, 

Vermilion River District, effective July 1.
Lance Leeds to Dwight, Vermilion River 

District, effective July 1.
Megan Thompson to Gibson City Asso-

ciate Pastor, Iroquois River District, effective 
July 1.

Change of status
Nancy Ribes to Mt. Olive-Sorento, effec-

tive Jan. 1. This is a change from ½ to ¾ time.
Juan Carlos Lara-Cardoso, discontinued 

as local pastor, Moline Riverside UMC, effec-
tive March 1. He remains appointed ¼ time to 
Manantial de Vida UMC.
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Local Church News Local Church News

Students from the University of Il-
linois Wesley Foundation recently led 
a Vacation Bible School for disabled 
children at an orphanage in Nonthaburi, 
Thailand.

Five different Bible stories were cho-
sen and taught to thirty children through 
song, craft activities, games and skits. 
Those five stories were: Daniel and the 
Lion’s Den, Noah and the Ark, the Feed-
ing of the Five Thousand, Jonah and the 
Whale, and David and Goliath. 

Each story had its own unique mes-
sage, but there was one underlying theme 
that encompassed all of them. That theme 
was that no matter how small or ordinary 
you are, Jesus loves you and, through 
Him, you can do extraordinary things. 
This mission trip was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for us; an experience that will 
not only leave a lasting impression on my 
students and me, but on the children in 
Thailand as well.

 The orphanage at which we both 
served and resided during our two week 
stay in Thailand is run by the Christian 
Care Foundation for Children with Dis-
abilities (CCD). The Foundation provides 
a full continuum of care for 2000 chil-
dren throughout Thailand ranging from 
infants to 21 years of age. They also run 
day care centers inside of the large state-

U of I students run Vacation Bible School for Thai orphans
By Dylan Boot, Ministry Intern

It has been three months since Christ-
mas, but the memories are heart-warm-
ing. 

I had become disillusioned with mate-
rialistic Christmases. Our family forfeited 
gift giving this year. We celebrated an Al-
ternative Christmas VIM serving Christ 
and interacting in another culture. It was 
travel with purpose, a team adventure for 
our daughter Shelly, her husband Brad, 
daughter Lauren (12), son Jake (10), and  
myself. We flew out Christmas day from 
St. Louis to Kona on the Big Island (Ha-
waii.)  We worked at Camp Mekokiko 
(Methodist) in the Kohala Mountains, 
the United Methodist camp in the Pacific 
Basin. 

Visions of sunbathing may come to 
mind. No, it is cold (60 degrees) on the 
mountain with only a small woodstove to 
heat the lodge in a rain forest at 2,000 feet 
elevation. No sunbathing. Working beside 
the director, Rev. Ted Lesnett and a con-
tractor named Rex, we did whatever was 
needed: picked up nails and construction 
scraps, nailed sidewall every six inches, 
painted, sanded, ran errands, did odd jobs 
at the lodge, and picked fruit from the 

Camping and an alternative VIM Christmas 
By Sharon Colbért Garretson, retired IGRC Pastor

The 14th consecutive Annual Ladies 
Retreat hosted by the East Lynn UMC 
was held March 5. The event, located at 
the Hoopeston Area High School, was 
attended by more than 300 women from 
several states. 

Kendra Smiley, emcee for the day’s 
activities, introduced the two guest 
speakers, Leslie Vernick from Pennsylva-
nia and Gracie Malone from Texas. Each 
spoke twice during the day. The attendees 
were led in worship by talented Melissa 
Milbourn from Marshall. 

Lunch was catered by Cheryl Berger 
of Covington, Ind. The attendees were 
able to browse the book and gift tables 
sponsored by the speakers. Several local 
artisans featured their products including 
hair ribbons, Swedish massage, jewelry, 
scrap booking, Tastefully Simple food 
products, Mary Kay, gluten-free prod-
ucts, and more. 

The “silent auction” generated con-
siderable interest in the beautifully as-
sembled gift baskets. Profits from the 
auction went to the featured mission proj-

ect which was the Women’s Care Clinic 
for Vermilion County in Danville. The 
clinic’s executive director Kim Padan 
was on hand to answer questions and 
accept private donations. This organiza-
tion helps women choose life for their 
unborn babies, and provides many ser-
vices including pregnancy testing and ul-
trasound. Mothers are then supported by 
the Bridges program which allows them 
to shop for needed baby items with points 
earned through the program. 

It was announced this would be the 

last year for the ladies retreat on an an-
nual basis. Perhaps smaller events will 
be planned in the future. Smiley, along 
with the rest of the audience, was treated 
to a Trip Down Memory Lane slideshow 
of memorable photos taken from past 
events. A display of the decorated gift 
bags from past events added to the nos-
talgia.

All in all, this retreat rivaled those 
of past years and was a delightful day of 
spiritual renewal and fellowship.

East Lynn retreat attracts 300 from several states 
By Judy Taylor, East Lynn UMC

University of Illinois students at the orphanage at Nonthaburi, Thailand.  Photo courtesy of Dylan Boot.

(continued on pg. 5, see VIM)

orchard (lemons, oranges, tangerines). 
Everyone worked. We learned about all 
kinds of trees, birds, flowers and fruit on 
Mekokiko. Unfortunately, the softball-
size avocadoes were not quite ripe. 

Mekokiko is a 36-acre, that’s 40 foot-
ball fields put together for you city folk, 
parcel on the slopes of Mauna Kea on the 
Big Island. It has old forest trees like Koa 
and Sandlewood, and many other variet-
ies including Kukui, Ohia Lehua, Wauke 
and more. Hawaiian hawks nest there, 
and with the completion of a new mead-
ow and pond we hope to reintroduce the 
Nene to our land. 

Construction is complete on a handi-
cap accessible lodge with a huge kitchen, 
sleeping for fourteen, a handicap bath-
room, a large bathhouse and laundry 
room, all now available to be rented. 
There are four covered tent sites with 
a bathhouse. Trails are being carved 
through the forest, the orchard is prolific 
with fruit, and there is a wonderful botan-
ical trail of endemic Hawaiian plants, and 
the Lilly pond is close to completion. By 
day you can gaze on the ocean and Maui, 
and by night the sky is bright with stars 
and the constellations embossed upon 
them. It is in a word heavenly. 

The Honoka’a UMC of about 50 
members welcomed us for worship and 

lunch. This congregation--of Tongans, 
Hawaiians, Japanese, Chinese and a few 
others--has a history of sending enor-
mous plates of food back to the lodge for 
the VIM teams. We received!  One couple 
invited our team to dinner and gave us a 
tour of their coffee plantation. People all 
over the island welcomed us with such 
warmth. I treasure watching my team ex-
perience this diverse culture and seeing 
spiritual formation taking place before 
my eyes! 

No one can take away the memory 
of gazing awestruck at the stars that are 
a 100 times brighter than on the main-
land. Observatories from a dozen nations 
are located on Mauna Kea, the highest 
mountain in the world, from sea floor to 
mountaintop. Amber street lamps sub-
due the island’s ambient light in order to 
study the stars. 

We also played in the waves at Ha-
puna Beach (80 degrees), toured Volcano 
National Park, and celebrated New Year’s 
Eve at Bubba Gump’s Shrimp Company, 
a restaurant over the shoreline. January 3, 
2011 we headed home.
Finishing the camp and making it viable 

Mekokiko needs to be a viable camp 
by 2014 before the work permits expire. 
Permits would be approved for building 
homes, but not for a camp. The clock 
is ticking for Mekokiko. Another story 
needs to be interjected here, a story of 
someone who loved camping, camped 

with the Boy Scouts, and purchased the 
property as a future camp site long before 
it was purchased by the Board of Mission 
in 1960. Dr. James A. Mitchel was Ted’s 
father-in-law, father of his wife Cissy 
(Chinese American). Dr. Mitchel was the 
only surgeon on Big Island and felt it im-
portant to have a doctor with the scouts 
as they camped. There was an earthquake 
during the night. The shoreline dropped 
twenty feet. A tsunami swept in and the 
campers were trapped in their sleeping 
bags in the water. They fought to get free. 
All were saved except the doctor, who 
struck his head on a rock, was knocked 
unconscious and drowned. 

Sometimes the sacrificial giving of a 
life, such as Dr. Mitchel’s, breathes life 
into a need, such as camping and spiritual 
formation in the Pacific Basin. It makes 
a difference to me to know this part of 
the story. He was a good man who helped 
many people. He was a man who found 
time to be with boys in their formative 
years to experience God in nature. Me-
kokiko has in its center a Memorial Ar-
boretum of Native Forest dedicated to Dr. 
Mitchel. 

Camping part of our heritage
As Methodists, we are a faith com-

munity that recognizes the sacredness 
of the whole creation as loved by God. 
Camping naturally teaches the sacredness 
of other creatures and the natural world. 

John Wesley himself considered the re-
spect for and care of the many facets of 
creation to be a holy practice. 

Nurturing faith in the outdoors was an 
amazing asset to the church. It is one key 
factor behind the expansion of the Meth-
odist movement. During his ministry, it 
is estimated that John Wesley taught and 
delivered nearly 40,000 sermons, often 
in natural settings-- under shade trees, in 
fields and forest clearings, on town com-
mons, atop boulders, amidst downpours 
and snow showers, encircled by natural 
amphitheaters, and even standing on his 
father’s grave. 

The more we embrace this aspect of 
our heritage, the more we will recognize 
and hopefully engage in one of the great 
strengths of our denomination. Based on 
this history, is it any wonder that United 
Methodists have one of the largest net-
works of camp and retreat centers among 
denominations in the United States? On 
the mainland we now have more than 250 
camps and retreat centers. Why? Because 
we know that they create environments 
of intentional Christian hospitality and 
learning that allow people to affirm and 
expand their faith in God and grow in 
wisdom and in healthy self-esteem. 

(Sharon Colbert Garretson is a retired IGRC 
pastor. More information about this project can 
be found by visiting www.mekokiko.com, or by 
contacting Rev. Colbert Garretson at 417-469-
9984 or by emailing angelone@centurytel.net).

VIM
(continued from pg. 4)

(continued on pg. 5, see U of I)

run orphanages that provide stimulation, 
therapy and love in a challenging envi-
ronment. CCD runs an orphanage (called 
Rainbow House) that houses about 25 
children in a wonderfully stimulating 
Christian environment. CCD’s mission 
is to demonstrate Jesus’s love by helping 
disabled children achieve their highest 
potential though a holistic approach, and 
enabling them to have equal rights, op-
portunities, a good quality of life and full 
integration into mainstream society. 

 As a Campus Minister Intern with a 
disability, I try to exemplify every day 
that you can do anything you set your 
mind to, no matter your ability level. 
To travel to Thailand -- a country in its 
infancy stages of establishing equality 
for people with disabilities, and to show 
these children the love, respect and en-
couragement that their society is only be-
ginning to provide - was such a worthy 
and important cause. Jesus Christ taught 
us that everyone is worthy of love and my 
students and I did just that; we shared the 
light of Christ’s love with these children. 
After two weeks, it is my hope that my 

team was able to bring happiness to the 
children, hope and renewed passion to the 
staff and awareness to the Thai citizens 
we were blessed to have met.

 When presenting our mission trip to 
our congregation upon returning home, 
my students felt that it was important 
to not only discuss how we helped the 
children, but also how they and CCD 
helped us. My students were able to see 
and experience a culture very foreign to 
their own. They got to see how Christi-
anity is establishing a firm foothold in a 
country that is 95 percent Buddhist. They 
grew as young men and women, learning 

valuable lifelong lessons and discovering 
strengths and skills they never knew they 
had. Some were even surprised to feel 
distant desires of parenthood. Overall, 
this trip was a transformative experience 
for all involved, just as any successful 
mission trip should be.

 In closing, on behalf of my team, I 
want to thank you all very much for your 
support over the last few months. Wheth-
er you gave of your time, participated in 
one of our fundraisers, donated money or 
took time to pray for us… we thank you. 
I also want to give special thanks to those 
of you in our congregation 

U of I
(continued from pg. 4)

From L - R:  Lauren, Shelly, Brad and Jack Bansberg take a break from their work at Camp mekokiko.  Photo courtesy of Sharon Colbert Garretson.

www.mekokiko.com
mailto:angelone@centurytel.net
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Local Church News Conference News

NORMAL -- The Baby Fold’s 2010 
Festival of Trees has brought in an ad-
ditional $27,500 since the event total 
was announced on December 14 of last 
year.  The additional revenue means that 
the Festival raised a total of $208,000 for 
The Baby Fold, $18,000 more than the 
event’s goal for the year.

The agency initially announced a to-
tal of $180,500 in December. However, 
a strong showing from sponsors, adjust-
ed venue costs, and additional revenue 
sources have resulted in a significant 
swing for the event.

The new total also gives festival or-
ganizers confidence in their decision 
to return to the U.S. Cellular Coliseum 
again in 2011.  The festival, which at-
tracted a record 13,500 attendees to their 
new home in 2010, will work to improve 
several aspects of the event including 
traffic flow, accessibility, and layout.

URBANA --For the seventh 
consecutive year, Cunningham 
Children’s Home will host the 
Festival of Quilts on Friday April 
8 and Saturday, April 9 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Festival of Quilts cel-
ebrates a special tradition at Cun-
ningham Children’s Home. Since 
1895, every young person that 
comes to Cunningham is given 
a hand-made quilt to enjoy and 
treasure forever. The quilts are 
lovingly created by United Meth-
odist Women and other quilters 
who care about Cunningham 
youth. 

The two-day event will fea-

ture beautiful new and antique 
quilts in the quilt show, a silent 
auction of traditional and con-
temporary design quilts, delicious 
home-baked goods in a bake sale, 
and a gift shop of handcrafted 
items. Professional quilt judges 
will award ribbons to the best 
quilts in various categories. Event 
attendees will be able to vote for 
their favorite quilt for the “Peo-
ple’s Choice” award. Experienced 
quilters will be on hand to answer 
questions from attendees.

Admission is $5 per person 
and all proceeds will benefit Cun-
ningham children and youth.

WASHINGTON – U.S. News Media 
Group has released the 2011 Best Nursing 
Homes rankings and Evenglow Lodge in 
Pontiac is among the group highlighted 
for high quality service.

The ratings are based on data from 
Nursing Home Compare, a consumer 
website run by the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services. The magazine re-
ports that only 18 nursing homes received 
four straight quarters of perfect five-star 
ratings from CMS.   

 U.S. News’ report for ranking nurs-
ing homes across the country based on 
the CMS Nursing Home Compare web-
site.  The CMS website “grades” nursing 
homes on a 5 star system in three cat-
egories:  Public Health Surveys, Staff-
ing, and Quality Indicators.  Those that 
receive 5 stars in all categories are on 
the magazines Honor Roll – 18 this year 
(listed at the bottom of this email).  These 
organizations received 15 out of 15 stars 

for four straight quarters.  If you click on 
the link “The 2011 Best Nursing Homes 
rankings” below and enter “Illinois” 
Evenglow will be listed on the first of 11 
pages with only one star missing under 
Health Surveys.

 The 2011 Best Nursing Homes rank-

ings highlights facilities across the na-
tion that provide high-quality care and 
is a useful online tool millions of elderly 
Americans and their families can use to 
search for a nursing home.

U.S. News’s Best Nursing Homes 
profiles more than 15,000 facilities and 
ranks them by state, using data and qual-
ity ratings from the federal government. 
It showcases an Honor Roll of 18 homes 
that received perfect five-star ratings for 
four consecutive quarters in all three 
categories in which homes are judged – 
health inspections, staffing and quality 
measures.

“The Best Nursing Homes rank-
ings and search tools were designed to 
help families deal with the pressure and 
confusion of picking a home at a diffi-
cult time,” says Avery Comarow, Health 
Rankings editor. “We want them to be 
able to choose homes according to their 
own individual needs – closeness to fam-
ily members, religious affiliation, and 
insurance coverage are just a few of the 
factors they can select.”

The Walking Challenge
Walkers from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference recently com-

bined to finish in first place during the Elite Eight Conference Chal-
lenge, sponsored by Virgin Health Miles. A group of IGRC walkers 
gathered for a celebration photo at Covenant Keepers 2011.

The IGRC team total finished with an average of 302,074 steps 
per team member. In second place was the Detroit Conference with 
a 293,503 step average followed by: Arkansas (289,811); East Ohio 
(280,033); East Pennsylvania (279,508); Iowa (266,343); Peninsula-
Delaware (246,839); and California-Pacific (228,793). In all more 
than 264 million steps were taken during the challenge.

Individually, 406 challenge participants averaged at least 7,000 
steps per day throughout the challenge and an additional 253 chal-
lenge participants averaged 12,000 steps or more per day. In all, 944 
walkers recorded steps during the challenge.

IGRC won the team competition as 10 IGRC walkers were among 
the Top 50 performances.

Baby Fold exceeeds goal

Festival of Quilts to benefit 
Cunningham Home

Evenglow Lodge gets high marks from U.S. News & World Report

Photo by Paul Black
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2011 PrE AnD PoSt ConFErEnCE ADvErtISIng

For the past five years, the members 
of the Goreville United Methodist Church 
have welcomed guests to enjoy a virtual 
feast of wild game, mostly caught and 
prepared by the men of the congregation.

Since many of the members enjoy 
fishing and hunting, they have also be-
come quite skilled in cooking their boun-
ty into gourmet dishes.  These they enjoy 
sharing with friends and neighbors.

On Saturday evening, Feb. 19, “the 
largest crowd ever,” said one, stood in 
line to fill and refill their plates with foods 

such as fried rabbit, baked crappie, goose 
breasts, venison chili, deer stew, venison 
ribs, pheasant, wild gumbo, squirrel fri-
casee, baked duck, along with piles of 
hot fish and potatoes brought in from the 
smoker, just outside the back door. 

Add to the menu all the side dishes 
prepared by the guests, that included a 
myriad selection of salads, vegetables 
and casseroles.

Then, there were the choices of des-
serts, enough for everyone in Johnson 
County, as slices of pie and hunks of cake 

were grabbed up.
The Rev. Tim Woodard welcomed 

the members and their guests and asked 
a blessing on the bounty.

Though the gourmet meal does not 
serve as a fundraiser, cans setting on 
the tables welcomed any donations, that 
would be utilized on replacing the present 
smoker, much used and in a not-so-good 
condition, according to one of the chefs.

There were enough leftovers for two 
more such feasts, which allowed guests 
to take home a “doggie bag” filled to the 

brim.
Entertainment, in the form of local 

musicians, is usually provided, but not 
this year.  Old-fashioned visiting and 
sampling the numerous gourmet dishes 
was quite enough entertainment.

There will be a repeat of the wild 
game supper next year, which gives ev-
eryone who would like to attend, time to 
make a Methodist friend, in order to be 
invited.

(Reprinted with permission from Goreville 
Gazette).

Goreville United Methodist Church holds annual wild game supper

Latham United Methodist Church Stained Glass Dedication
On Jan. 23, the public was invited to at-

tend the dedication service of the stained 
glass windows.

The one-hundred year old windows were 
removed, repaired and replaced.  Funds for 
this project were raised in order to preserve 
the windows for future generation to enjoy.

The following excerpt appropriately re-
dedicated the windows as well the congrega-
tion:

Lord of Light, In the beginning you sepa
   rated the light from the darkness, and said 
   it was good.
The light shines in the darkness, and the 
   darkness did not over come it.
When Moses and the children of Israel 
   escaped in darkness, 
You sent a pillar of flame to light the way.
When in our sin we turned away and called 
   for darkness to surround us, you pursued
   us.
Even the darkness is not dark to you, 
  O Lord, the night is bright as the day.
In a stable dark, your light was born in 
   human form.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
  was coming into the world.
So May the light that shines through these 
  windows be a blessing to us and remind us 
  of your true light.

Patton UMC, located in the Embarras 
River District, has been active all year in 
their quest to help kids. At VBS this year, 
money collected by the kids was divided 
up between Helping Hands clothing store 
in West Terre Haute, Ind., and the church’s 
Milk Fund, which provides money for milk 
during snack time at Crestwood School in 
Paris and South School in Marshall. 

This last year’s Annual Spaghetti Sup-
per donations went to help children at 
Chaddock School and the Milk Fund. Kids 
have also used monies at the schools to 
help pay for field trips, buy clothing, buy 
notebooks and many other items needed 
by the kids. Pictured in the photo  is Patty, 
a member of Patton UMC, standing next 
to items bought for Chaddock School. Pat-
ton adopted two kids at Chaddock this last 
Christmas and bought presents for the kids 
and donated items to the school. This little 
country church of 29 members has taken 
the needs of kids to heart. They will con-
tinue to work this next year helping kids.  

Kids Helping Kids
Photos courtesy of Skip Proctor.

Photo courtesy of Carolee Hicks.

The urrent

Yes, it’s that exciting!

www.igrc.org
mailto:mwillson@igrc.org
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Forming Spiritual Leaders Developing Discipleship Systems
B
ri
ef
s

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Board of Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry is offering two types of schol-
arship opportunities for the 2011-2012 
school year.

Forms and applications are available 
by visiting: www.igrc.org/highered. For 
more information or if you have ques-
tions, contact Christy Blickensderfer at 
cblickensderfer@igrc.org  Applications 
must be received at the United Methodist 
Center by 4:30 p.m., March 31.
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Merit Awards

From the United Methodist Student 
Day Special Offering, scholarships will 
be awarded to students attending a United 
Methodist-related school, college, uni-
versity or theological school recognized 

by the University Senate. One or more 
$500 merit awards will be awarded; the 
number of awards is directly related to 
the amount allocated to the IGRC from 
the Student Day Special Offering.
IGRC BHECM Leadership 
Scholarship

Leadership scholarships are award-
ed to students who have demonstrated 
leadership potential and must develop a 
ministry project. The project shall ben-
efit a campus ministry setting affiliated 
with or approved by the Board. Projects 
shall demonstrate leadership, not just par-
ticipation. Examples of projects include: 
developing and leading a regular, weekly 
Bible study on campus or for students; 
leading a praise team, choir, or worship 
team at regular, weekly worship; devel-

oping and leading a mission team (either 
a regular, local mission such as a minis-
try to a local food bank, shelter, or other 
ministry; or a week-long mission trip); 
service as a peer minister.

Ministry projects must be supervised 
by a campus minister, chaplain or local 
United Methodist pastor who will sign 
the application and the review report in 
early December. A review report must be 
returned to the Chairperson of the Board 
of Higher Education and Campus and the 
Director of Connectional Ministries.

The Board of Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry will award four in-
dividual $1,200 scholarships. These 
scholarships will be given in two $600 
increments (once in June and then in De-
cember after the review report has been 
submitted and approved).

Applications for conference scholarships available

B
ri
ef
s

J.A.M. Scholarship 
The J.A.M. Scholarship - A Celebra-

tion of the Life and Music of Justin An-
drew Melzer is being offered through 
Trenton First UMC.

The mission of this scholarship is to 
honor Justin Melzer’s ministry through 
music and to encourage participation in 
church music ministries. 

Anyone who applied last year and 
was not a recipient is invited to apply this 
year.  

Deadline to apply is April 1.  Award 
will be announced in May. To obtain an 
application for this scholarship, you can 
go to the church’s website at www.tren-
tonfumc.com and click on the link to the 
scholarship or contact the church at 618-
224-7416.

Sondra Newman 
Scholarship for Women 

Applications are now being accepted 
for the Sondra Newman Scholarship for 
women in candidacy for ministry, admin-

istered by the IGRC Commission on Sta-
tus and Role of Women.

Qualified applicants are women who 
are certified candidates for ministry from 
the IGRC who are enrolled in seminary 
or course of study and have completed at 
least one semester of training.

Details and submission guidelines 
may be downloaded from the IGRC 
website at: http://www.igrc.org/newman-
scholarship

Harold Holliday 
Scholarship 

Oblong Evangelical UMC has just 
established the Harold Holliday Scholar-
ship in memory of Rev. Harold Holliday, 
who died in August 2010. Preference will 
be given to ministerial students and Unit-
ed Methodists. 

 To obtain an application, contact 
Rev. Howard Bell at 618-592-3923. The 
church is planning to endow the scholar-
ship and contributions toward the Hol-
liday Scholarship may be sent to the 

church, marked for the Holliday Scholar-
ship. 

Barber Scholarship 
applicants sought

Applications are now being accepted 
for the Barber Scholarship administered 
by a committee at the Onarga UMC. 

Applications may be received by 
contacting the Barber Scholarship Com-
mittee at the Onarga UMC either by fax, 
U.S. Mail or email at methodistof@att.
net

Requests should include complete 
mailing addresses as applications are sent 
by U.S. Mail. Applications are due by 
May 31 with the announcement of recipi-
ents being made in July.

Scholarships are awarded to persons 
pursuing Christian service through full-
time work in the church. Full-time work 
includes those pursuing ordained minis-
try, Christian education, youth ministry 
or other specialized ministries within the 
church. 

Transition to New 
Appointments 
workshop May 10

A Transition to New Ap-
pointments workshop, designed 
for clergy and spouses who are 

going to new appointments will be 
held on Tuesday, May 10 at the United 
Methodist Center.

Nancy Sayer, from the Good Sa-
maritan Counseling Service in Naper-
ville will provide the leadership for 
this event. 

The workshop is free of charge 
and costs are being underwritten by 
Pastoral Care and Counseling.

 Register online before May 3 at 
www.igrc.org/transitions2011. For 
more information, contact Rev. J. Wil-
liam Werner, Pastoral Care and Coun-
seling coordinator at bilterwerner@
gmail.com.

Women’s clergywomen 
Day Apart April 11

A “day apart” for clergy sisters to 
gather, connect with one another and 
to focus on connections will be held 
at the Chiara Center in Springfield on 
April 11 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Dr. Mary L. Fraser, director of the 
Office of Pastoral Care and Counsel-
ing in the Iowa Conference, will lead 
a morning workshop, Connecting in 
Healthy Ways, discussing ways to set 
boundaries and dealing with difficult 
parishioners and self-care. 

Cost of the event, which covers the 
cost of lunch and travel for the speaker 
is $12. Scholarships are available.

Online registration is available 
at www.igrc.org/connections2011 
through April 4. 

Seminary debt reduction 
grants available

The Board of Ordained Ministry of 
the IGRC has been concerned with the 
growing debt load many of ministerial 
candidates have accumulated as they 
have prepared themselves for full-
time ordained ministry.  As financial 
resources become available, the Board 
has worked to provide one-time cash 
disbursements to relieve some of the 
weight of summary debt.  

Three documents have been pre-
pared and are available for download 
on the IGRC website:

•  Introduction document,
    explaining eligibility 
    requirements
•  Process Outline document
•  Application document
For more info, contact Rev. Steve 

Goodin at goodin191@yahoo.com or 
the Board of Ministry Registrar John 
Salzman at bomasst@hotmail.com.

Devotionals continue  
Lay and clergy members of 

the IGRC are invited to journey 
together through the season of 
Lent, using a daily devotional 
guide entitled, On the Journey 
With Jesus.  

This original devotional resource, 
created by and for our conference, 
is entirely “paperless,” and is avail-
able to you and the members of your 
congregation via email, on the  IGRC 
website and the IGRC Facebook page 
each morning from Ash Wednesday 
through Easter.

IGRC pastors need not do any-
thing to subscribe to the devotional; 
the devotional will be sent to the pas-
tor’s IGRC email account each morn-
ing. Laypersons may subscribe to the 
daily devotional by visiting www.igrc.
org, clicking on the Communications 
tab and then selecting “Subscribe to 
our e-newsletters.” Visitors will be 
prompted to enter their email address. 
If they are subscribed to other mail-
ing lists, they will receive an email to 
update their preferences. Make sure 
that “On the Journey with Jesus 2011 
Lenten Devotional” is checked in or-
der to receive it.

Persons who want to read the 
Daily Devotional online, may do so 
by visiting: www.igrc.org/lentendevo-
tional beginning March 9. The day’s 
devotional will always be at the top. 

Continuing the Journey
The theme for April’s First Thurs-

day on April 7 is The Lenten Journey 
Continues. A variety of resources that 
can assist your planning for the obser-
vance has been posted online.

To access those resources, visit: 
www.igrc.org/pages/detail/2269.

Five-Day Academy for 
Spiritual Formation 

Just a few slots remain for the 
Five-Day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation, sponsored by The Upper 
Room and the IGRC May 1-6, at a 
retreat center in Magnolia, IL (near 
Henry). Register online at http://www.
igrc.org/fiveday2011.

Scholarships may be available. 
For information on financial assis-
tance, contact Rev. Stan Haxton, 217-
454-5543 or email at shaxton@igrc.
org.

Beautiful U for girls 
April 16 

Beautiful U is a one-day confer-
ence for girls in grades 6 to 12 will be 
held at Troy UMC on Saturday, April 
16.  

For more information, email 
info@beautifuluconference.org, or 
call 618-667-6241 ext 14.  

When I 
was in col-
lege, my fa-
vorite profes-

sor and I went to the same small church. 
He was witty and brilliant and paradigm-
crashing in class, and it was kind of weird 
to see him with his wife and kids on Sun-
day like any normal suburban family. 

After we played together in the wor-
ship band every week, he’d slip down-
stairs before the sermon to teach Sunday 
School to a very small group. Included 
were his own kids, probably 8 and 5 at 
the time. He told me, “Giving these kids 
an awesome Sunday School experience is 
one of the most important things I can do 
for them.” 

Here was this amazing Ph.D. from 
whom I loved taking classes, and he was 
taking all his teaching expertise and gift-
ing it to these elementary-schoolers—
because he wanted them to have a great 
experience learning about God.

That still blows me away. 
And I realized, what we teach our 

kids has power. What forms in our im-
pressionable young minds at the age of 
six, or ten, or sixteen, can haunt us well 
into adulthood, or sustain us through 
many hard places instead. And how we 
do Sunday School has power as well. If 
it’s a dreary place where kids feel they’re 

being babysat, or where questions are 
frowned upon and contradictions shoved 
into the background, then we communi-
cate to them: God is boring. God will fry 
you if you disobey, even though He’s lov-
ing. Doubt is not okay. Authority has all 
the answers. 

My friends have picture hanging 
above the sink that says, “Everybody 
wants a revolution, but no one wants to 
do the dishes...”

Sunday school’s like that. Everybody 
wants to change the world, but no one 
wants to teach Sunday School. Or has 
time to volunteer with the youth group, 
or mentor a kid who needs a solid friend-
ship in their life.

I should know; I was the youth pas-
tor’s wife for three years. And while 
I usually didn’t teach Sunday School, 
every week at youth group we wrestled 
with how to make the revolution of Je-
sus real and engaging to our postmodern 
teenagers. We tried to create safe spaces, 
to teach them how to ask good and hard 
questions, to make them feel loved and 
known. We tried to model a posture of 
lifelong learning, to demonstrate that fol-
lowing Jesus is about more than knowing 
and parroting the right answers; it’s about 
exploring the riches of God’s love, the 
depths of the mystery of faith, and chang-
ing the world in the process. 

This was both awesome and incred-
ibly difficult. We failed more often than 
not, but we didn’t shy away from the hard 
questions. At one point I realized that 
the biggest arguments my husband and 
I have had in our whole marriage were 
over what and how to teach the youth 
group—because we knew it mattered, 
and was worth fighting for. 

“Giving these kids an awesome Sun-
day School experience is one of the most 
important things I can do for them.” 

Teaching Sunday School may never 
be sexy. But it is one of the most valu-
able, sacrificial, and yes, radical things 
you can do for a church. So when they 
ask for volunteers next session, you—
yes, you—should consider it. 

(Liz Digitale Anderson and her husband 
Peter served as youth pastors at a multi-ethnic 
Mennonite church in Chicago for three years. 
Soon they will be headed to London to join In-
nerChange (http://www.crmleaders.org/min-
istries/innerchange), a Christian order among 
the poor. You can follow their adventures on 
their blog, http://fiercelyalive.com/blog. Re-
printed with permission). 

Join the Conversation…
What are some of your memories 

from Sunday School? Ever served as a 
Sunday School teacher? 

Send your comments to: TheCur-
rent@igrc.org. 

Everyone wants to change the world, 
but no one wants to teach Sunday School
By Liz Digitale Anderson

Youth and adult sponsor join in worship at Senior High YAR, Feb. 25 - 27.  Photo by Paul Black.

Rev. Grace Imathiu listens as participants share during the March 11 - 12, Deeper Still event.  Photo by Paul Black.
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LiberiaPOSTSCRIPT:

Written by Susan Burns, IGRC Video Production Manager

My dad gave me some sound advice the day before my trip: “You 
can’t plan an adventure.” So, I went to Liberia with no expectations 
of what all should happen while I was there. I only expected to do 

my job the best of my ability - capture the story to share with those back home. 
This work mindset was immediately destroyed upon landing in Liberia. 
As we left Monrovia to drive to Ganta in two vans with our people and luggage 

divided among the vehicles, I didn’t realize that I was separated from my carry on and 
all of my cameras, film and laptop in it. Dazed from the travel and excitement of all of 
the new sights, sounds and smells, the thought of capturing the moment escaped me. 
We drove and drove and I looked and looked. The radiator overheated, we stopped for 
awhile to let it cool down and got back to the trip to Ganta. Bang! The drive shaft on our 
van broke. (I only knew this because the same thing happened to my S-10 this summer). 
We all got out and stood on the side of the road inside the limits of a little village whose 
name I cannot remember. 

There we were, in this little village in the country of Liberia, a tired and weary group 
of people standing on the side of the road next to our broken down van in the heat of 
the afternoon. I’m sure there were thoughts of “What have I gotten myself into?” at 
one time or another in each of our heads, I know I had that thought at least a couple of 
times that afternoon. Here I am, just Suzy, with a bunch of pastors stuck on the side of 
the road in Liberia. 

Thought:  I should get this on film! Realization:  All of my equipment is in the other 
van that didn’t break down and is on its happy way to Ganta. Crap!

Lesson One:  Learning to rely on others that I don’t really know at all. Luckily some 
others in the group did have their cameras with them and helped to document our six 
hours on the side of the road and the story of the Lutheran pastor who took pity on our 
odd little group and graciously offered us shelter in his compound. 

In that moment, I knew from that point forward we would be protected by God 
through the Liberian people. Any fear for personal safety was instantly gone and I never 
questioned it again through the rest of the trip.  Even now, home from travel, I know 
they are praying for us as we pray for them. Trusting others that you do not know is a 
very hard thing for this viciously independent American girl to put into practice - but the 
Liberians and my fellow travelers have taught me well.

Lesson two:  God only tears you down in order to rebuild you to your fullest poten-
tial. I had only heard this one for the Marines, but upon arrival in Ganta I had to accept 
it to be true for God as well. There I was on opening day of Conference with my cam-
eras and brain all ready to go to get the best footage possible and be a communications 
superstar when I suddenly felt ill. In an instant I went from fine to dizzy, nauseous, hot 
and very, very weak. 

I was walked back to my bed and had to let others take care of me. I cried as I lay 
there with Bunny, Cindy and our ladies that cooked and cleaned for us, laying cold com-
presses on my neck and wrists; crying mostly because I felt like an instant failure - one 
of the first to be bedridden on our trip and crying also because I couldn’t take care of 
myself and had to rely and trust others to care for me. 

The shame of having to admit I wasn’t super woman was too much to bear. Once I 
was stabilized, my caretakers left me to rest and be alone. I laid there sobbing and feel-
ing sorry for myself for awhile. Then the sun started its descent to the end of the day 
and some of its rays came through the window onto my broken spirit. I started to feel 
warm and comforted and the anxiety of failing slowly left me and I was able to admit 
and accept that I cannot survive alone on my little island that I had forced myself to live 
on for so very long. 

Lesson Three:  Being physically somewhere and being fully mentally and whole 
bodied somewhere are two very different things. The next day we decided that it was a 
reaction to my malaria preventive and that I should be okay. 

I once again took to my cameras and was ready to go and capture the story. As I 
looked through the lens and tried to get the best shots and all of the images I felt that I 
the person was not present. Why would I fly 5000 miles to see the country of Liberia 
and its people through the viewfinder of my camera? I was present as a tangible person, 
but not mentally or soulfully. 

I started to put the cameras down and learned to actually talk to the people as people 
and not as stories and subjects of future projects. I made my eyes connect to everything - 
eye to bird sitting in a tree, eye to the hard physical labor demanded to live, eye to eye of 
all of the people and children I met and touched hands with. I was there and it felt good. 

I still did my job, I did get my shots, I did get the stories - but I also got the soul of 
the people, their unimaginably strong faith in God and how He would always provide.  
The power of their faith is the strongest most unbreakable thing I have ever witnessed. 
I now understand it all so much better.

And yes, the daily communication of blogs and pictures that I had planned to post 
went by the wayside as I spent that time reflecting in my personal journal instead. But 
the loss of the instant facts, pictures and going ons was worth it for the personal gain. I 
don’t even have the words to describe it.  

When I opened my eyes to the Liberian people and to the inside view of their lives, 
there was just no figure or percent or any way to equal what I got in return once I turned 
off the camera and looked through my actual eyes and not the view finder.

Liberia transformed all of our lives. 
I have grown as a person in my faith and my profession. The feeling of being reborn 

and renewed and healed is a wonderful thing. I will never forget this experience nor will 
I ever say no to another invitation to visit these wonderful people. 

I am so thankful to God for using my friend as a voice to say ‘Why wouldn’t you go? 
Why wouldn’t you want to have that experience?’ Thanks for the shove God!


Lessons from Liberia

I just want to say ‘thank you ‘ Lord
Written by Robb McCoy

It was hot.  We were sweaty.  I was dirty and sore and tired.  And 
then we started to sing.  We took each other by the hand and made a 
circle, and we sang:

“I just want to say thank you, thank you my Lord.
I just want to say thank you, thank you my Lord.
For your blessings we say thank you, thank you my Lord.
I just want to say thank you, thank you my Lord.”

The floor of New Hope United Methodist Church was not yet finished, but it was 
closer than it was at the beginning of the day.  We had spent the morning and early after-
noon working hard.  First we hauled forty wheel barrows  of sand into the church.  Then 
carried twenty 110 pound bags of cement into the church.  After dumping the cement 
onto the sand, we mixed it up with spades.  The Liberian men that were there knew what 
they were doing.  We learned by watching, and pitched in.  I feared that we might be 
slowing them down – or worse – taking away work that they wouldn’t get paid for.  But 
their smiles and gestures of help allayed my fears.

The process was long and slow.  Others in our group affixed wires to the undergrid.  
Others spread sand on the dirt floor, providing even ground on which to pour the cement.  

Then we hauled in 30 wheel barrows of rock and dumped them on the huge pile of sand-
cement mixture.  Then came the water, and more mixing.  When the cement was finally 
mixed and wet, it was put into a wheel barrow and dumped on the floor, where skilled 
masons spread it out and made it level.

New Hope United Methodist Church sits on a hill on the outskirts of Monrovia.  
It is the biggest building in the little neighborhood.  Inside there was a sign that read 
“2011-Our year of divine breakthrough.”  The people of New Hope used to worship at 
homes, and then in a structure of sticks holding up a tin roof.  The new New Hope UMC 
is a structure of cinderblocks with a vaulted ceiling.  The roof is supported by wooden 
trusses under tin sheets.  The floor was half cement, half dirt.  By the end of the week, 
the floor will be complete.

Those working were a mix of clergy and laity, American and Liberian, black and 
white, skilled worker and unskilled laborer, man and woman, educated and uneducated, 
paid employee and volunteer.  What we held in common was much stronger than the 
things that could divide us.  And in that moment in the back of the church, what united 
us came out in song.

I was a part of a group made up of mostly newly ordained clergy, we had spent the 
last two weeks doing various projects in and around Liberia.  This was the last day of 
work.  We gathered to make sure we were all together before we walked down the hill 
to get in our van and head back to the United Methodist guesthouse in the city.  I’m not 
sure who started singing, but the singing started quietly.  It was a song we had learned 

Continued on pg. 13, see Thank You

Broken down on the side of the road from L - R:  Pastor Cathy Minor; Video Production Man-
ager, Susan Burns; Pastor Eunjoo Lee; Pastor Eric Swanson.

Bishop Palmer (L) with Bishop Innis (R) on the third story of the new school looking over West 
Point, Monrovia.

Pastor Eunjoo Lee working with a local mason.

Students from West Point help carry brick to construct the third story of the new school.

A view of West Point.

One of the daredevil laborers balancing on one of the tresses of the third story of the new West 
Point School.



from the Liberian people. 

“I just want to say thank you, thank 
you my Lord…”

And then an amazing thing hap-
pened. Many of the Liberians that were 
still hard at work came over.  They put 
down their spades.  They put down their 

wheel barrows, and they joined us.  We 
took each other by the hand and formed a 
circle.  We were no longer Americans and 
Liberians.  We were no longer black and 
white.  We were simply God’s children.  
We were one in Christ, and we sang.  We 
sang as loud as our lungs could muster.   
I was already covered in sweat and ce-
ment dust.  Now tears were added to the 
mixture.  The pastor of New Hope Unit-
ed Methodist Church prayed.  We gave 

thanks to God for the cement floor, but 
also for so much more.

We thanked God for the relationship 
between the people of Liberia and the 
people of the Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference.  We thanked God for the connec-
tion of the United Methodist Church.  We 
thanked God for the respect and friend-
ship that was forged in our sweat.  We 
thanked God for hope. 

We broke the circle and it took us a 

few minutes to actually leave.  We shared 
hand shakes.  We shared hugs.  A few 
small tokens of appreciation were ex-
changed.  A few last pictures were taken.  
There were many smiles, and then we got 
in the van and drove away.  None of us 
truly left.

(Reprinted from Rev. Robb McCoy’s blog, 
http://fatpastor.wordpress.com, Feb. 21, 2011)
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Starting New Churches and Revitalizing Existing Ones

I believe that small churches—
which, by the way, make up the major-
ity of churches—are uniquely equipped 
for ministry success in the 21st century. 
In the following paragraphs, I offer five 
strengths that I believe are inherent in 
small congregations. These qualities are 
not limited to small churches only; they 
can be found in larger churches, too. 
But smaller churches can better leverage 
these characteristics for ministry success. 
 Authenticity

 “Authenticity” has become an im-
portant American 
value. Authors James 
Gilmore and Joseph 
Pine claim in their 
best-selling book, Au-
thenticity, that instead 
of searching for high-
quality goods and ser-
vices, “people increas-
ingly make purchase 
decisions based on 
how real or fake they 
perceive various offer-
ings.” This consumer 
value has influenced 
what people look for 
in a church. Almost in-
tuitively, church lead-
ers recognize that their 
church needs to be 
perceived as authentic 
if they want people to 
visit and come back. 
Spend a few minutes 
looking at church web-
sites online, and you’ll 
find “About” pages 
describing churches as 
having “authentic wor-
ship,” “authentic com-
munity,” and “authen-
tic service.” 

These instincts 
seem to be accurate. A poll at the Web 
site ChurchMarketingSucks.com reveals 
that the number one reason people return 
to churches after an initial visit is because 
they deem the church “authentic.” The 
next most popular reason is the pastor’s 
preaching. The church’s programs only 
pulled five percent of the vote. 

What this means for churches is that 
authenticity is a consistent factor in a per-
son’s choice to join a worshiping com-
munity. In his book, Lost and Found: The 
Younger Unchurched and the Churches 
that Reach Them, Ed Stetzer writes, 
“One hundred percent of churches [we] 
interviewed, deemed effective at reach-
ing young people by our criteria, hold au-
thenticity as one of their highest values or 
have a commitment to being authentic.” 

At this risk of oversimplifying this 
complex issue, I offer two statements 

to get us thinking about what authentic-
ity means for the local church, and why 
smaller churches are at an advantage for 
putting it to work. 

First, be yourself. My first pastorate 
was in a tiny country church many miles 
from the nearest street light. Our music 
was off-key; my preaching was fair to 
middling at best. But college students 
showed up in droves, because they ap-
preciated the unpretentious, “authentic” 
community we fostered. If we had tried 
to “glam up” the worship service, we 

would have turned these students away. 
As Mike Sares, pastor of Scum of the 
Earth church, says, “The more glitzy 
something is, the less people trust it.” The 
more glitzy, “professional” worship ser-
vices at larger churches can turn off some 
worshipers who are looking for a more 
authentic worship experience. 

Second, make sure your behavior 
lines up with your stated convictions. 
Large churches can struggle with this not 
because they are less faithful, but sim-
ply because their size can be a liability. 
Churches of all sizes will claim to be a 
family, but the larger the church, the more 
likely it is to be run like a business—the 
worship and programming becomes pro-
fessionalized, and congregants become 
less directly involved in the church’s 
ministry. Small churches, on the other 
hand, more often truly function as a fam-

ily—with all the blessings and challenges 
that includes.
Lean and Focused

One reason larger churches can at-
tract attendees from across a region is 
because they have the resources to offer 
a little something for everyone. Accord-
ing to the Hartford Institute for Religious 
Research, megachurches provide “many 
ways by which people [can] craft their 
unique, customized spiritual experience 
to meet their needs.” Smaller churches 
often don’t have the financial resources 

or the volunteer pool to 
run a broad schedule of 
church programs. Not 
to worry. 

Instead of running 
a multitude of generic 
programs, a better use 
of resources and ener-
gy in the small church 
is to zero in on one 
or two programs that 
focus on the unique 
needs of your local 
context. A smaller con-
gregation can benefit 
from learning to value 
depth over volume. 
They can channel their 
limited resources into a 
smaller number of pro-
grams and potentially 
do these fewer things 
with greater depth and 
effectiveness. 

Eleven years ago, 
Edgewater Baptist 
Church in Chicago 
felt called to reach out 
to its community by 
meeting a neighbor-
hood need. There were 
plenty of needs. The 
neighborhood houses 

a large gay community, is the American 
home of a large population of Bosnian 
refugees, and faces the challenges of 
homelessness. Given the church’s size—
around 130 members—its leadership re-
alized it needed to focus on only one of 
these issues. There were already a couple 
of gay outreach programs in the area and 
a Bosnian church plant in the neighbor-
hood, but one important need that wasn’t 
being addressed was a lack of childcare 
for less affluent neighbors. The children 
of working parents had nowhere to go af-
ter school until the end of the work day. 

So Edgewater Baptist started Safe-
place, an afterschool program and sum-
mer day camp that provides space and 
time for kids to work on homework, play 
games, and learn about abstinence, nutri-
tion, and other practical health and safety 
issues. The church’s decision to subsi-

Congregations 
Advanced Workshop

Churches that would like to 
find out what it would take to 
be a part of the Fruitful Con-

gregations process beginning in the 
fall of 2011 should attend the Fruit-
ful Congregations Process Advance 
Workshop on Sunday, April 10, from 
2 to 4 p.m. at Champaign Faith UMC.

There is no cost for the April 10 
workshop, but advance sign-up is re-
quested.  Each church that pre-regis-
ters by March 31 and has at least three 
people attend on April 10 will receive 
two copies of Paul Borden’s book, Di-
rect Hit: Aiming Real Leaders at the 
Mission Field. To pre-register your 
team for the workshop, go to http://
events.igrc.org/registrations/regis-
ter/52.

Achieving fruitfulness in ministry 
does not happen overnight. Becoming 
a fruitful congregation is an ongoing 
work of God, as the body of Christ 
works in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 
How can a church move from its cur-
rent state to greater effectiveness for 
God’s kingdom?

The goal of the process is to 
change plateaued or declining con-
gregations into fruitful, growing con-
gregations.

The process is designed to engage 
laity and pastors in an extended pro-
cess to equip the church and its lead-
ers to move to greater effectiveness. It 
takes great commitment, both on the 
part of church leaders and on the part 
of the Office of Congregational De-
velopment.

If you have questions, contact 
Mike Crawford, Coordinator of Con-
gregational Development at mcraw-
ford@igrc.org

Church Planters’ 
Boot Camp

Is your church strategizing for 
multi-campus ministry? Are you 
seeking to start a new worship service 
to reach new people? Church Plant-
ers’ Boot Camp can help you establish 
a ministry plan. 

The boot camp will be held on 
Tuesday, May 10-12 at Normal Calva-
ry UMC. There is a special workshop 
for Senior Pastors of churches that are 
planning or considering giving birth 
to a new congregation (multisite min-
istry or other). The workshop begins 
on Monday, May 9, at 1 p.m. and goes 
through the first day of boot camp. 

For more information, visit http://
www.igrc.org/pages/detail/2187 or 
contact Mike Crawford, Coordinator 
of Congregational Development at 
mcrawford@igrc.org..

dize tuition demanded that it streamline 
its programming, but Safeplace is now 
Edgewater Baptist’s single major minis-
try. 

And their commitment has paid off: 
over 120 kids regularly attend Safeplace 
during the school year, and even more at-
tend the summer day camp. 

If several of your church members 
work at a nearby school and feel com-
pelled to ensure the quality of education 
for the children in your neighborhood, 
perhaps your church’s unique ministry 
could focus on adopting the local school 
and providing mentors, tutors, and schol-
arships for extracurricular activities. If 
a majority of your congregation works 
at the local mill, perhaps your church 
should consider providing whatever sup-
port is necessary and unique to the people 
in that profession. The possibilities are as 
unique and endless as the neighborhoods 
we live in, our church’s gifts, and the 
families we want to reach for Christ.  

People-powered 
If a small church limits the number of 

programs it runs, then the lion’s share of 
the church’s ministry will have to come 
from its members. 

One creative way small churches are 
addressing this challenge is by finding 
ways to equip their congregants to min-
ister where they are already active during 
the week. Chances are you have parents 
in your congregation who are active in the 
PTA. Perhaps someone is active in prison 
ministry or in some form of compassion 
ministry to the homeless or dispossessed. 
Rather than pressuring church members 
to turn all their gifts and service church-
ward, some small-church pastors are 
learning that their ministry has a greater 
impact in its community when they equip 
and encourage their people to keep serv-
ing where they are already active. 

Empowering and releasing members 
to minister in the community requires 
that you know your congregants well 
enough to know what they are passion-
ate about, gifted for, and already involved 
in. In other words, this strategy for min-
istry plays to one inherent strength of the 
smaller congregation—the pastor often 
knows his or her flock intimately and can 
more directly help congregants discover 
how to turn their regular responsibilities 
and unique giftedness into ministry op-
portunities. 

Intergenerational relationships 
  The statistics are sobering: Some 

commentators project that nearly 80 per-
cent of young people who grow up in 
church and youth programming end up 
leaving the church by the time they reach 
college. Sociologist Christian Smith says 
that the reasons teens give for leaving 
aren’t dramatic. “Many cannot explain 
their disengagement from religion,” he 
explains. “Many seem simply to have 
drifted.” Thom and Sam Rainer state the 
matter more succinctly: “Churchgoing 
students drop out of the church because it 
is not essential to their lives.” 

 Fortunately, there is hope. In her re-
search through the Fuller Youth Institute, 
Kara Powell has discovered a common 
denominator among young adults who 

continue to make the local church a vital 
part of their lives. Students who actively 
seek a church home after high school are 
those who have had meaningful relation-
ships with other adults in the church be-
sides their parents. Those who had been 
given opportunities to serve younger chil-
dren in the church were also more likely 
to view the church as important to their 
lives. In other words, intergenerational 
relationships within the church are an 
important factor in making sure young 
people keep the faith. 

 Small churches may feel the weight 
of this topic even more heavily than 
larger ones. Even as I write this, there are 
families in our church that are consider-
ing leaving because our children’s and 

youth programs don’t appeal to their kids. 
But some small churches have discovered 
that the solution to the generation prob-
lem may be counter-intuitive; instead 
of providing more exciting age-specific 
ministries, they find hope by bringing the 
generations together. Whether in the wor-
ship service, Sunday school, or through 
service projects, these churches look for 
ways to develop relationships across gen-
erational lines. And for this effort, the 
smaller the church the better! In large 
congregations, the generations have few 
opportunities to intermingle; in smaller 
churches, opportunities abound. 

Ministry on the Margins 
 According to the Hartford research 

referenced above, the largest churches at-
tract a fairly well-defined demographic. 
The average age of a megachurch attend-

ee is 40. Nearly a third of them are single 
and, on the whole, the megachurch crowd 
is more educated and wealthier than the 
average members of smaller churches. 
In terms of distribution, there tend to be 
more megachurches in suburban rather 
than in urban or rural areas. 

 But which churches are reaching the 
people who fall outside this demographic 
and location? Small churches. Some pas-
tors, including megachurch pastor Dave 
Gibbons, are finding that smaller church-
es can become an integral part of the lo-
cal fabric of their communities and reach 
the people on the margins who often are 
not attracted to larger congregations. 
Dave was leading an ever-growing mega-
ministry in the Los Angeles area when he 
felt a clear call from God to minister to 

the down-and-out and overlooked. At the 
core of his change of heart was a radical 
realization: For his calling to reach peo-
ple on the margins, size was a liability. So 
instead of continuing to grow his church 
into an ever-larger megachurch, the con-
gregation now expands its ministry reach 
by planting small churches worldwide. 
Dave calls these congregations of be-
tween 30 and 300 people “verges,” be-
cause they are “a convergence of the best 
features of a small and a large church.” 
They provide the critical mass necessary 
to remain energetic about mission, but 
they are intimate enough to be conducive 
to authentic community. 

For Dave, smaller, nimbler congrega-
tions are the only way to reach the mar-
gins. In fact, he believes that congrega-
tions of 300 and smaller are “going to be 
the most effective in many places around 
the world.” He doesn’t think “bigness 
is going to fit most people or most cul-
tural contexts where the church needs to 
grow.” 

Recognizing these qualities of small 
churches as strategic advantages may re-
quire rethinking ministry success. None 
of them is guaranteed to grow a church 
numerically (nothing is, in fact), but fos-
tering the authenticity that comes more 
naturally to your smaller church will 
make your church a safe place for the 
disillusioned. Streamlining programming 
and fostering people-powered ministry 
can make your smaller church a more 
integral, visible part of the local com-
munity. Intergenerational relationships 
can increase the percentage of youth who 
persevere in the faith, and ministry to 
people on the margins extends the gospel 
to populations that other bigger churches 
fail to reach. These efforts may not be as 
glamorous as church growth strategies. 
But they will equip us to participate in 
Kingdom growth—to watch how God 
can take our mustard seed and turn it into 
great harvest for his glory. 

  
(Brandon O’Brien is editor at large for 

Leadership journal and a writer for their popu-
lar blog, Out of Ur. Brandon served as pastor 
of two small congregations right out of college 
and is now a doctoral student in Christian His-
tory at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. Learn 
more from Brandon at his blog, http://.bran-
donjobrien.com, and in his upcoming book, 
The Strategically Small Church. Reprinted with 
permission).

Five strategic advantages of small churches 
 By Brandon O’Brien

Thank You
(continued from pg. 11)

Starting New Churches and Revitalizing Existing Ones
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Nearly 73 percent of United Methodist congregations have fewer than 100 worshippers on Sun-
day.  UMNS file photo by Mike DuBose.

Members of Bethany United Methodist Church in Fairmont, N.D., were reluctant to leave 
after the final worship service on Sept. 12, 2010. UMNS file photo courtesy of Bethany UMC.
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Engaging in Missions - Locally & GloballyEmbracing Technology and Relationships

A total of 25 participants attended the email marketing workshop Feb. 12 at the Conference Cen-
ter, sponsored by the Communications Ministry Team and Constant Contact. The workshop is one 
of a series of workshops being offered by the Communications Team to equip local churches in 
their communication ministries.  Photo by Paul Black

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Communications team has received the 
2010 All Star Award from Constant Con-
tact®, Inc., the trusted marketing advisor 
to more than 400,000 small organizations 
worldwide. IGRC is one of Constant 
Contact’ 2010 top performers and most 
prolific user of its tools, whether within 
Constant Contact’s email marketing 
event marketing, social media marketing, 
or survey products or a combination of 
all four.

“For the past four years, we have uti-
lized Constant Contact for our electronic 
communications enabling us to provide 
United Methodists through the southern 
two-thirds of Illinois with timely infor-
mation,” said Paul Black, IGRC Director 
of Communication Ministries. “Whether 
it is weekly news, a Lenten devotional, a 
Bible Study or the bishop’s pastoral let-
ters, Constant Contact has facilitated the 
information flow of the conference. We 
now have close to 20 different e-news-
letters regularly published to specific 
audiences that have expressed interest or 
requested information about particular 
areas of ministry and mission.”

Constant Contact looked at criteria 
including the following when selecting 
this year’s All Stars:

• Frequency of campaigns, events 

and surveys
• Open, bounce and click through 

rates
• Usage of social features
• Mailing list sign-up tools
• Use of reporting tools
This is the second year in a row that 

the IGRC Communications Team has 
been honored by Constant Contact.

“We work hard to listen to our cus-
tomers, and we use that feedback to cre-
ate products and services designed to 
help them better engage with their cus-
tomers and prospects,” said Gail Good-
man, chairman, president and CEO of 
Constant Contact. “The Constant Contact 
All Star Awards are our way of recogniz-
ing our customers that have successfully 
used Constant Contact to market their 
companies. We have some of the most 
committed, passionate customers out 
there and we’re proud we can be a part of 
their continued success.”
About Constant Contact, Inc.

Constant Contact is revolutionizing 
the success formula for small organiza-
tions through affordable, easy-to-use 
Engagement Marketing™ tools that help 
create and grow customer relationships. 
More than 400,000 small businesses, 
nonprofit organizations, and member as-
sociations worldwide rely on Constant 

Engaging in Missions - Locally & Globally

Two disaster response training events 
have been scheduled in preparation for 
tornado season this spring.

Fountain of Life UMC, located in 
Buffalo, will host a training session on 
Saturday, April 2, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Registration is available online at http://

www.igrc.org/ert-buffalo with a March 
28 deadline.

Bonfield Evangelical UMC will host 
the second training session on Saturday, 
April 2, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Registra-
tion is available online at: http://www.
igrc.org/ert-bonfield with a March 28 

deadline.
Cost for either session is $30 which 

includes training manual, background 
check, lunch, ID badge and t-shirt.

For more information, contact Chris-
ty Blickensderfer at cblickensderfer@
igrc.org

Disaster response trainings slated for Spring

CHATHAM — Hands young and old 
wrapped and packed toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, combs and other personal-hygiene 
items Friday as they assembled the last 
of about 17,000 “health kits” bound for 
survivors of Japan’s March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami.

The kits, produced year-round for di-
saster relief worldwide by the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center near Cha-
tham, have been requested by the U.S. 
Navy’s Project Handclasp humanitarian 
effort and could be shipped out sometime 
in the next 10 days.

“We’ve just got one small, itty-bitty 
piece of the relief effort,” said Pat Wright, 
executive director of the center. “We’ve 
been doing this for years.”

More than a dozen volunteers were on 
hand Friday at the center, an 11-year-old 
complex that is part of the New York-
based United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. The volunteers, from communi-
ties as close as Chillicothe, near Peoria, 
and as far away as Michigan and North 
Dakota, said they were happy to play 
even a small role in easing the suffering 
in Japan.

But Wright and her small staff know 
that the Navy, and possibly other groups, 

soon will request more shipments of 
health kits, and the center is just about out 
of supplies to make them.

“Right now, we have emptied out all 
of our stock,” said Mark Freeman, the 
center’s warehouse supervisor.

The center is asking for donations of 
money and supplies, as well as local vol-
unteers willing to work at the center.

Each health kit, wrapped in a usable 
hand towel and sealed in a small plastic 
bag, may seem insignificant but can help 
maintain a person’s dignity, Wright said.

“They don’t have anything, but at 
least they can feel cleaned up,” she said.

It cost about $40,000 for the health-
kit supplies needed to fill a semitrailer 
that will depart the center for San Diego, 
Freeman said. From there, the Navy will 
take care of overseas transport and distri-
bution.

The Midwest Food Bank in Bloom-
ington will supply the truck and the 
driver. The cost of fuel to drive the kits to 
California will be split by the food bank 
and the center, Wright said.

She said the public can go to the cen-
ter’s website (www.midwestmissiondc.
org), where the specific kinds of hygiene 
items used in the kits are listed. People 

can buy the items and drop them off at the 
center, 1022 New City Road.

The retail cost of the items in each kit 
is about $12. Monetary donations to the 
center can go farther because Freeman, 
through bulk purchasing, has been able 
to reduce the total cost per kit to slightly 
more than $2.

Among volunteers working March 18 
were several members of the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Chillicothe and 
Mossville United Methodist Church.

Addison Buob, 18, a Chillicothe resi-
dent, was there with her brother, Alec, 12. 
She said she didn’t find the work monoto-
nous.

“You get a rhythm going, and the time 
flies by,” she said.

Chillicothe resident Sharon Herath, 
16, said she thought about the people of 
Japan as she assembled kits.

“If I were in that position, I would ab-
solutely love this,” she said.

Some adults from Midland, Mich., 
said they carpooled and drove 10 hours to 
the center, where they worked for a week. 
They have been staying in a dormitory on 
the center’s eight-acre campus.

Among the crew of volunteers were 
K Roemmich, 70, a retired credit and 

collections agent for a window manufac-
turer, and her husband, Jake, 63, a retired 
road-maintenance worker, who are from 
Devils Lake, N.D.

They volunteer at the center during 
the day and sleep in their camper on the 
center’s campgrounds for volunteers.

K Roemmich — whose legal first 
name is simply “K” — said she likes to 
volunteer because “there’s a need, and 
you meet the most wonderful people.”

Like the other volunteers, she often 
prays over the kits as she assembles them.

“You pray that the people who need it 
are the people who get it,” she said. “You 
hope it brightens their day and they go on 
to help others.”

Roemmich said she knows she can’t 
control whether the recipients are grate-
ful, but she feels satisfaction from doing 
her best.

“It makes me feel better to help other 
people, and it makes me more grateful for 
what I have,” she said.

(Reprinted with permission from the March 
19 issue of the Springfield State Journal-Reg-
ister).

The Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center has been contacted by its disaster 
relief partners to provide emergency re-
lief to Japan.

The first shipment goal is 17,000 
health kits and help is needed to reach 
that goal. The Center is looking for sup-
plies and/or monetary donations to reach 
the target goal. If you choose to send a 
monetary donation, please indicate health 
kit/Japan relief on your check. MMDC 
will keep you up to date on the progress 
and what the needs are in the coming 
days. In addition let us all lift up a prayer 
for those in Japan and those with loved 
ones in Japan, that have been affected by 
this disaster.

Items for a health kit are as follows:

•  1 Hand Towel (15” x 25” up to 
    17” x 27”, no kitchen towels)
•  1 Washcloth
•  1 Comb (large & sturdy, not pocket 

   size or pic)
•  1 Nail file or Fingernail Clipper 
   (no emery boards/toenail clippers)
•  1 Bath-size Bar of Soap 
   (3 oz. or larger in original wrapper)
•  1 Toothbrush (single brushes 
    only-in original wrapper, (no 
    child-size brushes) (no multiple 
    packs) (no dentist name 
    or phone number)
•  1 Tube of Toothpaste (6.4 oz or 
    larger. Check expiration dates-
    must be at least ONE YEAR 
    ahead.) (You may leave out and 
    send $1.00)6
•  Adhesive Plastic Strip Sterile 
   Bandages (regular size and   
   wrapped in a rubber band) 

Wrap the items in the hand towel. 
Items should be placed in a new, one gal-
lon plastic zip closure bag.  Please make 

sure all items are correct sizes.  If they are 
not the correct size, they are unusable. In 
addition, health kit items in bulk are very 
desirable as well.  

 Please note: if you have questions 
email office@midwestmissiondc.org or 
call 217-483-7911.

Helping with the cleanup Volunteers assemble hygiene kits for Japan’s survivors
By Dean Olsen, Springfield State Journal-Register

The resources below, offered through 
the General Board of Discipleship, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
[UMCOR] and First Steps Spirituality 
Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado 
offer ways for adults to talk with chil-
dren, know the expected signs of re-
sponse to disaster and provide comfort 
as the children heal. 

These books can provide comfort:
River Friendly, River Wild by Jane Kurtz 

tells the story of a little girl who lives through 
a flood in her town, and how her family goes 
on to make new memories. The message of 
community and cooperation shines through 
in this book for elementary aged children.

God’s Paintbrush by Sandy Sasso en-
courages children to think about how they 
can best serve God. Older elementary chil-
dren will find this book helpful in showing 
them how to move from fear and confusion, 
to action.

Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise 
Brown is based on Psalm 139, and illustrates 
to children how God’s love is steadfast. Pre-
schoolers will connect with the relationship 
between child and parent. 

The Fall of Freddie the Leaf by Leo 
Buscaglia, a book for older children, follows 
the life cycle of a leaf as a way to help chil-
dren deal with loss.

These online resources may help:
Spiritual Care in Disaster Response 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/me-

dia/scdr/seekcounschild.pdf
How can I expect my child to react 

to disaster? 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/get-

connected/resources/spiritualcare/reac-
tion/

Pray-ground - A place to pray and 
count your blessings

http://www.1ststeps.net/Prayground/
tabid/617/Default.aspx

11 Tips for Responding to Children’s 
Fears and Concerns Following a Di-
saster

http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/nlnet/
content3.aspx?c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=54
53835&ct=9181577

Advice on supporting your children 
following a disaster 

http://www.1ststeps.net/Blog/tab-
id/619/EntryID/101/Default.aspx

Helping Children In Times of Pain 
and Crisis

h t t p : / / w w w . k i n t e r a . o r g / a t f /
cf/%7B3482e846-598f-460a-b9a7-
386734470eda%7D/INTIMEPAINCRI-
SIS.PDF

(Copyright General Board of Discipleship, 
www.gbod.org. Reprinted with permission).

Resource 
listing to help 
children cope 
with disasters
By Melanie Gordon

17,000 health kits needed for Japan relief

Dorothy Follette, center, reaches for a comb as she and Dorothy Arthur help pack the United Methodist Committee of Relief’s health kits at the Mid-
west Mission Distrubution Center in Chatham.  Photographs by Justin L. Fowler, S.J.R.

The finished kits, shown above, include towels, 
combs, nail clippers, soap toothpaste bandages 
and other items.

Contact as their engagement hub for 
starting and driving ongoing customer 
dialogs through email marketing, social 
media marketing, event marketing, and 
online surveys. All Constant Contact 
products come with unrivaled know how, 
education and free coaching with a per-
sonal touch, including award-winning 
customer support.

Constant Contact and the Constant 
Contact Logo are registered trademarks 
of Constant Contact, Inc. All Constant 
Contact product names and other brand 
names mentioned herein are trademarks 
or registered trademarks of Constant 
Contact, Inc. All other company and 
product names may be trademarks or ser-
vice marks of their respective owners.

IGRC communications team repeats as Constant Contact All-Star for 2010 e-newsletters

http://www.igrc.org/ert
http://www.igrc.org/ert
http://www.igrc.org/ert
http://www.igrc.org/ert
mailto:cblickensderfer@igrc.org
mailto:cblickensderfer@igrc.org
www.midwestmissiondc.org
www.midwestmissiondc.org
mailto:office@midwestmissiondc.org
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/media/scdr/seekcounschild.pdf
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/media/scdr/seekcounschild.pdf
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/resources/spiritualcare/reaction
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/resources/spiritualcare/reaction
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/resources/spiritualcare/reaction
http://www.1ststeps.net/Prayground/tabid/617/Default.aspx
http://www.1ststeps.net/Prayground/tabid/617/Default.aspx
http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=5453835&ct=9181577
http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=5453835&ct=9181577
http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=5453835&ct=9181577
http://www.1ststeps.net/Blog/tabid/619/EntryID/101/Default.aspx
http://www.1ststeps.net/Blog/tabid/619/EntryID/101/Default.aspx
http://www.kintera.org/atf/cf
http://www.kintera.org/atf/cf
INTIMEPAINCRISIS.PDF
INTIMEPAINCRISIS.PDF
www.gbod.org
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Imagine No Malaria Imagine No Malaria

The Sierra Leone Annual Conference 
is participating in the fight against malar-
ia.  In November, more than 3,500 people 
in the West African country volunteered 
to help deliver, install more than 400,000 
bednets to protect the vulnerable popula-
tion (pregnant women and children under 
age 5) from malaria.

But their commitment didn’t end in 
November…

Just a few weeks ago, (March 2-6), 
the people of the Sierra Leone Annual 
Conference decided to conduct a spe-
cial offering to help support the ministry 
that is saving their countrymen from the 
threat of malaria.

Rev. Gary Henderson, executive di-
rector of the United Methodist Global 
Health Initiative, attend the event and 
shared his enthusiasm.

“We, in America, are joining hands 
with all of Africa. We share a common 
mission to heal,” Rev. Henderson said. 
“To see the people of Sierra Leone rais-
ing money to support Imagine No Ma-
laria truly illustrates the global nature of 
this life-saving ministry.”

The people of Africa are standing up 
against malaria.  Will you stand with us? 
What will you do to help?

Ideas from Western Pennsylvania Conference
A little bit of spare change can equal a big difference!

Sierra Leone helping themselves

B
ri
ef
s What IGRC 

churches are 
doing…

The Sunday School of Hull 
UMC chose INM as its spring 

mission. Each time someone makes a 
donation, s/he puts a mosquito stick-
er on a large map of Africa and then 
"kills" it by marking it out. For each 
$10 collecting a sticker of an African 
child is added to the map. The class 
that had the greatest % of giving the 
Sunday before chooses someone to 
wear the IGRC shirt. 

– Linda Dunker

Rising Christian Youth Group 
from Port Byron First UMC will be 
hosting an event April 6 at the Chick 
fil A in Davenport, IA. If you come 
and eat dinner (or order and pay for 
a party tray!!) and say you are there 
supporting Spirit Night, 10% of your 
purchase will go to the youth. Money 
raised that evening will be going to 
INM. Feel free to share this with any-
one who may be up in this area and 
interested!!!! THANKS!!!! 

– Becky Butterfield

United Church of Altona handed 
out mini M&M tubes (full of candy) to 
children in their after school program 
and to the youth group. Here's the cool 
thing. One tube full of quarters = $10 
= 1 life saved. How fun is that? At Port 
Byron 1st they came up with the idea 
of changing the '&" in M&M to a '4'; 
as in Money For Malaria. 

– Kathy Crozier

The Dunlap Prospect United 
Methodist Youth participated in a B1 
lock-in and raised $500 - 50 lives! 

– Phil George

Imagine No Malaria is going to be 
the mission focus of the children/youth 
at Port Byron First UMC with the sup-
port of the Missions Teams (who will 
be pledging to save 2000 lives over 3 
years and do a Change for Change col-
lection once a quarter). The Youth set 
a goal of wanting to save 500 lives this 
year. They already have ideas of how 
they want to achieve this goal. 

On a recent Sunday, during morn-
ing announcements, children and 
youth stood in front of the church. To 
build awareness, every 45 seconds I 
turned them around and draped a black 
cloth over their heads symbolizing the 
children in Africa who had died dur-
ing our 5 minutes of announcements. 
At the end of service a visitor of the 
church approached me and gave me 
$20. Can't wait to see what God con-
tinues to do!!!  

-- Becky Butterfield

Allow youth to inspire your 
congregation!

Children and youth often inspire con-
gregations to reach out in ministry. That’s 
happened in several Western PA congre-
gations as support grows for the Imagine 
No Malaria campaign to save lives in Af-
rica. Here are some examples:

 Summer brings with it Vacation Bi-
ble School, which is not only fun for the 
children involved, but also offers oppor-
tunities for service for a congregation’s 
adults. Many VBS programs, like the one 
at New Stanton United Methodist Church, 
have received offerings for Imagine No 
Malaria.  A few industrious children even 
took the project back to their neighbor-
hood, starting a LemonAID stand to help 
raise funds for bed nets, malaria treat-
ments and more. Together, these two ef-
forts raised $820! 

The children of Seneca UMC had fun 
smashing mosquitoes on the windshield 
of their homemade RV during their Route 
254 VBS last week. They added to the 
fun with a little friendly competition.

 “The competition was stiff with up 
to 80 children involved,” said the Rev. 
Rob Wilson.  “The girls outnumbered the 
boys and led in daily giving the first half 
of the week.  The boys came back from 
behind to almost win the competition.  
The final totals are Girls: $359.29 and 
Boys:  $353.21 -- for a total of $712.50.  
Winners:  Those suffering from malaria 
in Africa.”

 The newly formed youth group at 
Center Ave UMC in Pitcairn has been 
entertaining the congregation with their 
“mosquito invasion” fundraiser (Watch 
out – a swarm of mosquitoes might end 
up in your yard, but a donation will get 
them out!)

 The Focus on HOOPS (Honor Our 
One Personal Savior) basketball camp at 
Chippewa UMC gave half their week’s 
offering to Imagine No Malaria after 
a moving presentation by the Rev. Rod 
Smith.

In Matthew 18:1-4 (NIV), we find 
these words:

At that time the disciples came to Je-
sus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 

He called a little child and had him 
stand among them. And he said: “I tell 
you the truth, unless you change and be-
come like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, 
whoever humbles himself like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

 Let the children and youth of your 
congregations lead and inspire, but don’t 
forget to have a plan to include the adults.   
How can they become like children in 

their fervor to give to our brothers and 
sisters in Africa? 

Involve your community

 Imagine No Malaria can be a great 
outreach tool for your congregation. Just 
ask the folks of Salem UMC in Wexford. 
They have been using community events 
to educate church members and non-
members alike on the devastating effects 
of malaria.

At the same time, they are moving 
closer and closer to their goal of saving 
1,000 lives while simultaneously build-
ing awareness of their church in the com-
munity.   Activities, planned and com-
pleted, include:

• A Mexican fiesta
• A benefit concert featuring a 

hometown opera star Education and do-
nation station at the local Wal-Mart

• Max and Erma day – a portion 
of sales will donated to INM INM activi-
ties at the upcoming community festival

• A spaghetti dinner
Community festivals can bring a 

heightened level of awareness and co-
operation to your congregation, and can 
also be a point for collaboration with 
other United Methodist churches. 

Just ask! – you never know who may 
respond

Sometimes extravagant generosity 
comes from unusual places, and not al-
ways from familiar faces.

When Pastor Tina Carter of Parker 
Lane UMC in Austin, TX set her goal to 
save 15 lives per attendee, she turned to 
20-year-old Angel Campolo for inspira-
tion. Though she hadn’t taken a leader-
ship role in the church previously, Angel 
was willing to be open to God’s work in 
her life. 

“[After talking with Pastor Tina] I felt 
compelled to do something about malar-
ia,” Campolo said.  

And she did. Working closely with 
Pastor Tina Carter, she began asking 
church members if they would help save 
lives in Africa, pulling them aside after 
church and personally asking them to get 
involved. Her church family responded 
with pledges and gifts that inspired Park-
er Lane UMC to raise $11,190, well be-
yond its goal.  

For we are God's workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.  

--Ephesians 2:10 (NIV).

(Reprinted with permission from the web-
site of the Western Pennsylvania Conference, 
The United Methodist Church, www.wpaumc.
org)

Senior High YAR.  Photo by Paul Black.

Senior High YAR Duct Tape Announcements.  Photo by Paul Black.

Celebration to save lives at Morton UMC.  Photo by Paul Black.

Celebration to save lives at Morton UMC.  Photo by Paul Black.

Senior High YAR table display.  Photo by Paul Black.

www.wpaumc.org
www.wpaumc.org
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News from the Episcopal Church Christian Conversations

Dear Friends in 
Christ Jesus:

Hour by hour 
our sense of hor-
ror grows as we 
her more about the 

widespread devastation caused by an 8.9 
magnitude earthquake which triggered a 
tsunami in Japan March 11.

It is at these times, that folks begin 
to ask the questions that center around 
God’s will and why does God allow such 
tragedies to occur. In a newly-released 
book, Why? – Making Sense of God’s 
Will, Dr. Adam Hamilton writes, 

“When God wants to bring hope and 
help to others, God sends people. To the 
degree that there is suffering in our world, 
it is because God’s people have yet to 

hear or answer God’s call to go and to be 
God’s hands and voice to help children 
in need. Rather than being disappointed 
with God for the natural disasters and 
widespread poverty that affects so many 
in our word, I see them as a call to action. 
The question is, will God’s people heed 
the call?” Your past action makes me con-
fident that you will respond out of lives 
saturated with the love of Jesus Christ. 

United Methodists, through the Unit-
ed Methodist Committee on Relief and 
the General Board of Global Ministries, 
continue to respond to God’s call. Within 
hours after the earthquake hit, UMCOR 
officials were already working with their 
partners to assess damage. Almost of all 
of the agency’s work in Japan is in collab-
oration with ecumenical partners, includ-
ing the United Church of Christ in Japan 

(UCCJ), the Korean Christian Church in 
Japan, and the National Christian Coun-
cil. The UCCJ has set up a Relief Com-
mittee whose representatives are already 
in the most affected area of the north. 

We have set up a new Pacific Emer-
gency Advance as the United Methodist 
channel for financial response. The num-
ber is 3021317. I would urge you to give 
generously.

At the present, GBGM is able to re-
port that the new Wesley Center in To-
kyo, related to United Methodist Women, 
was not damaged and is able to care for 
a group of now homeless people.  The 
Asian Rural Institute, a major mission 
partner north of Tokyo, sustained con-
siderable damage. Global Ministries uses 
the institution for the training of persons 
from Asia and Africa in sustainable agri-

culture. 
UMCOR’s work in disaster relief is  

unparalleled  to any other agency in that 
100 percent of contributions go to pro-
vide disaster relief. The reason we are 
able to do this is because the administra-
tive overhead for UMCOR is financed 
through the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering which will be taken April 3. 
While other groups have to take 8 to 10 
cents on the dollar to pay for administra-
tion, United Methodists are able to stretch 
those relief dollars to assist those in need.

Thank you for hearing God’s call by 
assisting in both the Pacific Emergency 
Relief Fund as well as contributing to the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering.

Your servant in Christ,
Gregory V. Palmer

Pastoral letter on Japan earthquake and tsunami
Nature ministers 

to the soul!  I have 
found nature’s min-
istry in the wilder-
ness of Minnesota’s 

Boundary Waters Canoe Area, Maine’s 
Acadia National Park, and hiking and ca-
noeing trails, steams, and lakes of (yes) 
Central Illinois.  (There are wonders in 
our own back yard if we look for them. 
“Some people see burning bushes. Others 
just go on picking blackberries.” Source 
unknown) 

The Psalmist declared: “The heavens 
are telling the glory of God and the firma-
ment proclaims his handiwork.” (Psalm 
19:1) “I would rather wonder,” wrote St. 
Augustine, “than wrangle.”  With all the 

wrangling in our society, a retreat into 
nature is medicine for the soul.  Nature’s 
silence, even when one stands beside a 
rushing river, is “silent” because it be-
longs and because it does not intrude. 
In nature, aesthetic enjoyment, religious 
feeling, and ethical responsibility are in-
extricably combined.  

There are basic premises of caring for 
the “heavens” and the “firmament” that 
are front and center in our faith traditions.  

Positively, these premises include: 
The conviction that God is supremely 
good and the Creator of all that is. That 
God’s creative work is an ongoing pro-
cess. We are called to be co-creators in 
God’s unfinished work. And that we are 
created “in the image of God” and are 

stewards of God’s good creation. 
The downside premise is our much 

needed repentance (and restitution) for 
misusing God’s creation by greed, indif-
ference, shortsighted thinking, and igno-
rance (benign and willful) of the conse-
quences of environmental degradation.  

It is late, but not too late to make a 
faithful response to this downside. Gus 
Speth, of the Yale School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies, calls for a “the 
rise of a new consciousness…a spiritual 
awakening—a transformation of the hu-
man heart…for embracing the emerging 
ethic of the environment and the old ethic 
of what it means to love thy neighbor as 
thyself…and a reorientation of what soci-
ety values… most highly.” 

Here is a short list of ways we can re-
spond as good stewards:

•  Seek ways to live more simply.

•  Support environmental science.

•  Recycle, reuse, and reclaim.

•  Sustain efforts (private and public) 
   to save, and protect the 
   environment. 

•  Promote environmental education 
   and care in our faith communities.

Jim Bortell, is an IGRC retired clergy mem-
ber.  He teaches in the Course of Study and 
is part-time pastor of Carlock Mennonite USA 
Church. He may be reached at yuds65@aol.
com.

Nature ministers to the soul with good stewardship
By Jim Bortell

How Can Someone Participate?
Persons will gather in groups with a trained facilitator to help guide the 

conversation during the middle hour of the summit. There are 22 sites across 
our conference. Additionally, any individual who cannot make it to one of the 
22 sites may participate by logging on to www.umcleadershipsummit.org. 
Questions or comments can be sent to feedback@umcleadershipsummit.org. 

What Can Participants Expect?
•  A clear and compelling summary from the Council of Bishops about the 

future of the UMC and the implications of the COB’s adoption of the Call to 
Action recommendations.

•  An opportunity for Holy Conversation with other leaders from their an-
nual conference about how they can best lead toward increasing the number of 
vital congregations.

•  A deeper awareness of how our identity and aspirations as United Meth-
odists shape the ways we worship, learn and work together to fulfill our 21st 
century mission.

Will a meal be served?
No. Please eat before arriving or plan to have a late lunch afterward. If your 

health needs require that you eat between 11 a.m. and  2 p.m., please bring a 
“sack meal” including beverage.

Where should I direct questions about summit arrangements?

Email questions about arrange-
ments to: ILAreaOffice@igrc.org   
Cache River District  

Carbondale Grace
Marion Aldersgate
West Frankfort Trinity

Embarras River District 
Charleston Wesley   
Effingham Centenary    
Paris First

Illinois River District
Dunlap Prospect
East Peoria First   

 
Iroquois River District  

Champaign Faith
Tuscola UMC   

Kaskaskia River District
Mt. Carmel Evangelical
Mt. Vernon First

LaMoine River District
Jerseyville UMC
Quincy Union

Mississippi River District
Troy UMC
Godfrey UMC

Sangamon River District
Chatham UMC
United Methodist Center

Spoon River District
Macomb Wesley
Moline Riverside

Vermilion River District
Bourbonnais Grace
Normal Calvary

I am excited about this opportu-
nity for United Methodists across the 
IGRC and United Methodists around 
the world to join together in worship, 
prayer and thoughtful conversation. I 
look forward to joining you on April 6 
in this Christian conference. 

Yours sincerely in Christ,
Gregory V. Palmer

IGRC Summit Sites Listed by DistrictInvitation, continued from page 2

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  --  The Council 
of Bishops and the Connectional Table 
have named a seven-member Call to Ac-
tion – Interim Operations Team who will 
serve to guide change management and 
work with the Council of Bishops, the 
Connectional Table, the general agencies 
and many others to develop and imple-
ment work plans in stages leading up to 
and beyond the 2012 General Confer-
ence. 

The Interim Operations Team (IOT) 
was authorized after adoption of several 
recommendations from the previous Call 
to Action Steering Team by the Council 
of Bishops and Connectional Table in 

November 2010.  Members of the team 
were initially chosen by a selection com-
mittee and then affirmed by vote of the 
two groups. The new team will disband 
in December 2012.

The IOT’s assignment is to be a cata-
lyst for implementing significant change 
in denominational structures, policies, 
practices, and leadership in ways that are 
aligned with God’s call, the church’s mis-
sion, and the needs of the world in the 21st 
century.  The IOT was created to build on 
recommendations from the Call to Action 
steering team in order to influence, guide, 
and challenge leaders and groups across 
The United Methodist Church. 

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, conve-
ner of the IOT says, “The Call to Action 
process helped to clarify the why and the 
what for denominational effectiveness. 
The IOT will next offer counsel to the 
Church about the who and the how.”

The IOT is not a decision-making 
body and its advice and recommendations 
will be shared for action by appropriate 
leaders and groups across the connection.  
Only a small part of its work is expected 
to focus on legislation, with the greater 
work being advice and counsel about pro-
cesses and practices at the local, district, 
annual conference and general levels of 
the denomination.

Members of IOT are as follows:
� Neil M. Alexander 
   (IOT executive coordinator)
� Carolyn H. Byrd
� Adam Hamilton
� Laura Nichol
� Gregory V. Palmer 
   (IOT convener)
� Gary Shorb
� Carol Tuthill.

The Call to Action Project was 
launched by assignment from the Coun-
cil of Bishops with endorsement and 
funding from the Connectional Table in 
November 2009, building on work of the 
previous Call to Action Committee.

Call to Action interim operations team named
(My wife) Helen 

and I sat up late last 
night, at least what is 

late for winter time and winter years, to 
watch again John Sebastian’s Folk Music 
Rewind on PBS. We watch primarily to 
see The Chad Mitchell Trio, of course, 
but we love the other groups, too, and 
especially enjoyed hearing The Brothers 
Four sing Hedy West’s 500 Miles Away 
from Home .

I was the Methodist campus minister 
at Illinois State University when I first 
heard the Peter, Paul & Mary recording 
of 500 Miles, and in it I heard the voice of 
the prodigal son in Jesus’ story about the 
prodigal father. [The father was prodigal 
in his love for his children.] I was sched-
uled to preach on that story at the student 
[middle] worship service at First Meth-
odist Church on Homecoming Weekend, 
so I asked Duncan Miller, the director of 
our Wesley Foundation student choir, to 

have the choir sing it that day.
It seems silly now to think that would 

cause any trouble, but anyone over six-
ty can recall how controversial some-
thing like that would be. You used only 
CHURCH music in church. After some 
initial hesitation, though, Duncan agreed. 
The senior pastor of the church decided it 
was okay as long as I took the heat, which 
was his bottom line on most things.

The choir sang right after the scrip-
ture story was read. Duncan had done a 
beautiful a cappella arrangement, and the 
500 people were struck totally dumb by 
500 Miles. I have never stepped into a 
pulpit in a quieter church. A sermon was 
totally unnecessary. Needless to say, I 
preached anyway.

Students, of course, were welcome 
at any of the three Sunday morning ser-
vices at First Methodist, and town folk 
were welcome at the middle service. My 
preaching style was different from what 

folks were used to, so in addition to the 
students, some of whom had never been 
in church before but were assigned to lis-
ten to me by speech professors, we had a 
lot of curious Normal people and alumni 
back for homecoming. I think it was one 
of my most successful worship services 
ever, because of Hedy West and Duncan 
Miller.

All those folks who were at that ser-
vice, even the college kids, are in their 
winter years now. They’ve put in their 
500 miles. It’s time to come home. That’s 
what this last stage of life is all about. It’s 
folk music time now. Back then we just 
sang folk music. Now we’re living it. 

As the prodigal son learned by going 
500 miles away from home, there is great 
freedom in coming home. 

Helen says she wants The Chad 
Mitchell Trio to sing Tom Paxton’s, 
Come Along Home Now at her [not im-
minent] funeral. “Last night I heard a 

sweet voice calling, come along, won’t 
you come along home…” 

At one level, it’s just a song about 
the end of the day. But for those of us in 
the years of winter, it is something more. 
Episcopal priest and baritone in The Chad 
Mitchell Trio, Joe Frazier, says: “My 
whole understanding of that song has 
changed as I got older. Now it is indeed 
about ‘that room at the end of the hall,’ as 
my friend, Art Podell, has described in a 
recent song.”

“Come along, won’t you come along 
home now, Night is falling and the path 
is steep. Come along, won’t you come 
along home now, Water’s running and the 
river is deep.”

(Rev. John Robert McFarland is a retired 
IGRC clergy living in Michigan. Reprinted from 
McFarland’s blog, Christ in Winter, http://
christinwinter.blogspot.com. He is the author 
of several books, including Now That I Have 
Cancer, I Am Whole). 

From 500 Miles to Come Along Home Now
By John Robert McFarland

Look after each other so that none of 
you fails to receive the grace of God. 

-- Hebrews 12:15 NLT) 

I was always among the youngest in 
my class, trailing behind in both maturity 
and coordination. I had the attention span 
of the family dog. My fourth-grade teach-
er failed me, but the principal overrode 
that decision, passing me to fifth grade. 
This was my first memorable experi-
ence of grace—receiving what I had not 
deserved or earned. My life would look 
much different today if it hadn’t been for 
that gift of grace. I would not have met 
my wife when she came home from col-
lege to student teach while I was working 
with the church youth group. My chil-

dren and grandchild would not be here, 
and they would not have affected count-
less other peoples’ lives. I would not have 
been sent to Ginghamsburg Church in 
1979 because I would have been one year 
behind, and that little congregation might 
have died out rather than becoming a cat-
alyst for mission to God’s people world-
wide. How different the world would be 
if that principal had not made that small, 
gracious decision. 

Like my principal, God is the God of 
second chances. Just look at God’s list 
of “who’s who” in the Bible. Most of 
them were screw-ups! Moses had an an-
ger management problem that resulted in 
manslaughter. David had a sexual obses-
sion that led to a Mafioso-style hit on one 

of his officers. The Bible is not a book 
about righteous people who serve as he-
roic examples; it’s about a gracious God 
who uses us in spite of our brokenness 
and never lets go until we become who 
God created us to be. 

A genealogy in the Gospel of Mat-
thew reveals the scope of God’s outra-
geous grace. Perez, the son of Judah 
and Judah’s daughter-in-law Tamar, was 
conceived in the arms of deception and 
distorted passion that would make the 
scenarios of Desperate Housewives seem 
tame. (You can read the details in Genesis 
38.) Talk about grace; these screwed up 
people are chosen to be in the DNA line 
of the Messiah! 

I’m thankful our God is a God of sec-

ond chances! We’re called to share that 
same grace with others. Sometimes it’s 
hard to live in the paradox of grace and 
truth, but Jesus warned us about the dan-
gers of self-righteousness. Self righteous-
ness gives us spiritual blindness, making 
us oblivious to our own brokenness and 
magnifying the failures of others. We 
must remember that righteousness is not 
earned; it’s the result of God’s redemp-
tive work in the cross. When we judge 
others, we demean the redemptive work 
of Jesus and make it our own. 

Let’s look after one another and freely 
share the grace of God. May we be peo-
ple who always give second chances. 

God of second chances:  Looking after one another
By Mike Slaughter, Ginghamsburg UMC, Tipp City, Ohio
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  2011Annual  Con erence
The Annual Conference 

Sessions Committee has set 
some policies and made some assignment 
of responsibilties that may assist you in 
your planning for the 2011 Annual Con-
ference.
Agenda

Contact Kent Lolling, Chair of An-
nual Conference Sessions, on any matters 
related to the agenda. Phone number is 
217-529-2442 or by email at: klolling@
igrc.org
Displays

Contact Nancy Patton, IGRC Event 
Planner at: npatton@igrc.org regarding 
issues of display space.  Groups officially 
recognized by and/or related to The Unit-
ed Methodist Church are welcome to set 
up a display.  However, the Annual Con-
ference Sessions Committee has the dis-
cretion to approve all displays. Groups, at 

their own expense, can arrange access to 
an electrical outlet/phone line/water ser-
vice through the Peoria Civic Center. The 
vendor provides and assumes responsibil-
ity for all extension cords, equipment and 
other supplies in the display.

Displays may be set up on Wednes-
day, June 1, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Ex-
hibit Hall D of the Civic Center. 
Online registration

Registration for the annual confer-
ence, special meals and child care will be 
available beginning April 1.
Special Meals

Arrangements for time and day of 
special meals in the Civic Center are to 
be made with Nancy Patton. Limited 
menu choices are available each day to 
facilitate faster service and better qual-
ity of food. The hours for special meals 
are: 7:15 a.m. for breakfast; 12:15 p.m. 

for lunch and 5:15 p.m. for dinner unless 
prior arrangements are made.  Requests 
for special group meals must be made by 
Friday, March 4. The special meals will 
be listed on the Conference Registration 
form to be mailed or accessed online 
April 1 and ticket sales will be handled 
by the Conference Business Office.
The Current

Special pre-conference information 
will be published in the regular June 
2011 issue of The Current, which will be 
mailed the last full week of May. This is-
sue will highlight information about the 
2011 Annual Conference and planned 
events, including speakers for the spe-
cial meals. The Communication Minis-
try Team invites boards, agencies, com-
missions, committees and other related 
groups to submit stories about events and 
programs for this pre-conference edition.

The June issue will serve as a pre-
conference edition to the 2011 Annual 
Conference. It will be distributed on-site 
free of charge to all lay and clergy mem-
bers to Annual Conference. It is consid-
ered an attractive, reliable, timely source 
of information for all members and is 
reatined by them as part of their Annual 
Conference materials. It is the judgment 
of conference leadership that both the an-
nual conference and interested groups are 
better served by placing pertinent infor-
mation in The Current. 

The July 2011 issue of The Current, 
which will serve as an Annual Confer-
ence wrap-up, will be published June 
10.  The deadline  for submission will be 

Friday, May 6. The deadline date is not 
flexible!  
Submission guidelines

Story organization -- Answer all of 
these questions: who, what, where, when, 
why and how. Describe the program or 
event. Give biographical information  
about leaders of the event/speaker.

Photographs
Persons should be completely identi-

fied and the photographer should be listed 
for photo credit. Photos must either be in 
print (for scanning) or high-resolution 
digital photos with a minimum resolution 
of 300 dpi.
Submissions

Submissions via email attachments to 
TheCurrent@igrc.org. In the subject line, 
please note: The Current, Pre-Conference 
Edition. Text should be in Microsoft 
Word format.

Material submitted by mail should be 
sent to: The Current, United Methodist 
Center, P. O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  
62794-9207. 

Advertising
Persons may purchase space for a 

black and white ad in the June (pre-Con-
ference) edition. Payment and ad copy 
must be received no later than May 6 for 
inclusion. Materials should be sent via 
email to TheCurrent@igrc.org or by mail 
on CD-R. Graphics should be submitted 
as .jpg files. Emails or requests for addi-
tional information should be directed to 
Michele Willson at mwillson@igrc.org.

Attendee Informational Overview

2011 Conference speakers
Bishop Woodie W. White, Memorial Service Preacher and Ordination Service 

Preacher
Bishop Woodie W. White is Bishop in Residence at Candler School of Theol-

ogy, Emory University in Atlanta, Ga.  
Bishop White retired in 2004 after serving 12 years in the Indiana Area. Elected 

a bishop in 1984, White’s first assignment was as bishop of the Illinois Area where 
he presided over the former Central and Southern Illinois conferences from 1984 
to 1992. From 1969 to 1984, White was General Secretary of the General Com-
mission on Religion and Race and served as president of the Council of Bishops in 
1996-1997 and president of the General Board of Discipleship from 1988 to 1992.
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, Morning Manna Preacher

Bishop Palmer returns again for a third year with the very popular Morning 
Manna devotional on Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings. Presiding over his 
third session of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Palmer previously 
served in the Iowa Area prior to being assigned to the Illinois Area in 2008.

Dr. Paul Chilcote, Theologian in Residence, Thursday morning speaker
Dr. Paul W. Chilcote is Professor of Historical Theology & Wesleyan Studies 

and Director of the Center for Applied Wesleyan Studies at Ashland Theological 
Seminary in Ohio.

He has been involved in theological education on three continents, serving as 
a missionary, with his wife, Janet, in Kenya, and as a charter faculty member of 
Africa University in Zimbabwe. He has taught as well at the Methodist Theologi-
cal School in Ohio and Duke Divinity School, and helped to launch the Dunnam 
Campus of Asbury Theological Seminary in Florida.

Rev. Lori Bultemeier, Retiree Recognition and Commissioning Service preacher, 
Thursday afternoon

Rev. Lori Bultemeier is a Deacon in Full Connection and serves as Christian 
Life Coordinator at The Baby Fold.  Her current assignment is working with resi-
dential children, ages 3 to 13, to meet their faith needs.         

Bultemeier obtained her undergraduate education from Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity; a master’s degree in special education from Illinois State University and 
attended Asbury Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean, Theologian in Residence, Friday morning speaker
Kenda Creasy Dean is an ordained United Methodist minister and Professor of 

Youth, Church and Culture at Princeton Theological Seminary, where she works 
closely with the Institute for Youth Ministry. A graduate of Miami University 
(Ohio), Kenda taught at Ball State University before attending Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, DC. Before receiving her PhD from Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary, she was a pastor and campus minister in Maryland. 

She is the author of Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Tell-
ing the American Church.
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