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Resource Order Form 
 

CALL:  (888) 346-3862 

To Order Free*Resources: 

WEB: www.ImagineNoMalaria.org/Resources 
EMAIL:  csc@umcom.org 
FAX: (615) 742-5494 

 

Requested by:     

Resource Order Form 

Ship to Name:     

Church Name:     

Ship to Address:      

City, State, Zip:      

Phone:     

Arrive By (Date):      

* For expedited shipping, charges may apply 
 

Resource Recommended Quantity Quantity Ordered 

Tri-Fold  Brochure 0700 125% avg. attendance  

Poster Brochure 0701 1-5  

Offering Envelope 0703 125% avg. attendance  

Impact 100 Brochure 0704 20% avg. attendance  

INM Videos on DVD 1-5 (as needed)  

Data CD-ROM 0707 1-2 (as needed)  

Imagine No Malaria Toolkit 0706 1 (as needed)  
 
Copy of the Offering Envelope: 

 

mailto:csc@umcom.org�
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An Order of Worship for the Sunday to Save Lives 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING MUSIC 

• Recommended:  
o Open the Eyes of My Heart  (By Paul Baloche) 
o Here I Am to Worship  (By: Tim Hughes) 
o UMH  451  “Be Thou My Vision”  

• Alternate:  Select from your repertoire 
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Express your thanks for the presence of friends and guests 

Welcome to a very special worship service to save lives through Imagine No Malaria. 

Nearly a million lives are needlessly lost each year.  Every 45 seconds, another child is lost to a 
preventable disease.  Malaria is bleeding a continent, draining the lifeblood of a people and its future.  
Entire nations slipping away - slipping through life's precious net. 

But not if we hear the buzzing inside of us, if we feel the call to act, to get involved, to imagine a world 
without malaria, and then make it happen. 

At General Conference 2008, as The United Methodist Church affirmed Imagine No Malaria, Bill Gates, 
Sr. shared the following statement: “You are 12 million people armed with the conviction that all the 
world is your parish. That makes you the most powerful weapon there is against malaria.” 

Malaria constitutes a global crisis and the faith-based community must respond.  To sit back and let vast 
numbers of women, children and youth die from diseases and practices that are distant memories if not 
completely forgotten in the comfort of our churches in the developed world is unconscionable.   

The church is in a position to meet the needs of the people of Africa.  Indeed, it is our responsibility to 
do so.  The world needs the church. 

 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 

Transition from Greeting and Overview to the Service of worship 
 

How to use: The following Order of Worship offers suggested music, call-to-worship, speaking 
points and more.  You may choose to use all or some of this material on your Sunday to Save 
Lives.  However the Holy Spirit moves you to celebrate the life of Christ and his call to offer life 
to others through this service, it is important to include the Invitation to Respond as detailed 
below.  As we are told, “ask and it shall be given unto you.”  In order for your church members 
to respond, they must first be asked and then informed of how they might participate (by filling 
out a pledge form, etc.) 
 
 As an alternate to the scriptures offered below, you may choose to preach on the “theme” for 
week 4: God’s Plan A.    Resources are available under the heading “Worship Themes for 
Imagine No Malaria.” 
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OPENING LITANY  

Leader:  It is time to worship! 
People: So we thank God for providing in ways more than we can ask or imagine. 
Leader: It is time to worship! 
People: So we praise God for the privilege of gathering with a song in our hearts. 
Leader: It is time to worship! 
People: So we seek to honor God through our responses and our gifts today. 
Leader: Let us worship God! 
 

OPENING INVITATION AND PRAYER  

What a joy it is today to gather with church leaders representing congregations from throughout our 
conference. We are, indeed, a connected people. We gather with the assurance that God is with us.  
God is with us whenever we seek to be instruments of healing and wholeness.  This day we gather with 
the conviction, that God is raising us up to make a difference in the lives of so many who are affected by 
malaria.  The scriptures declare that there is a balm in Gilead and this day we will be a healing balm.  O 
God be present in our witness and praise.  Amen. 
 
HYMN   

• There is a Balm in Gilead  

• Or chorus “I Love You, Lord”   
 
INTRODUCE AND PLAY INM OVERVIEW VIDEO 

• Since 2006, The United Methodist Church has focused on the life-saving power of a $10 net 
through Nothing but Nets.  Now we must do more if we are truly serious about winning the war 
against this disease.  Prevention has made an enormous difference.  Now is the time to build on 
our momentum. 

• Through Imagine No Malaria, The United Methodist Church is working in partnership with our 
brothers and sisters in Africa to eliminate death and suffering from malaria. 

• PLAY VIDEO 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

See Page 8 of the Supplemental Materials 
 
ANTHEM OR ANOTHER HYMN 

• “The Summons” page 2130 in The Faith We Sing 
• Alternate: select from your repertoire 

 
SCRIPTURE – Several options offered 

Psalm 140: 12 
Isaiah 58:6-9 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
Matthew 10:8 

Matthew 22:39 
Matthew 25:31-40 
Luke 12:48 
Romans 15:25-26  

Ephesians 3:20-21 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 
James 2:14-17 
1 John 3:17-18 



SERMON/PRESENTATION 
INCORPORATE THE SPEAKING POINTS BELOW INTO A MORE COMPLETE SERMON (see page 22) 

• Through Imagine No Malaria we have the opportunity to make an investment in the lives of 
countless children across Africa.  What plans might God have for them, and how will God be 
glorified by their lives?  We will likely never know the full impact of our gifts.  On judgment day, 
we may be like the sheep in the parable of Matthew 25 and look back at Christ wondering who 
these children are that Christ says we healed…where are these villages to which he is referring, 
villages and communities we changed for the better. Yet the joy is in imagining how those 
children might come to glorify God and the amazing ways God can use their lives to reach out to 
others.  

• You may have heard the “Nets Plus” language: through Imagine No Malaria, we are creating a 
sustainable solution for malaria in Africa that goes beyond prevention to include education, 
treatment and communication.   

• This program is truly making a dynamic shift in the way we do mission and the way the Church is 
partnering with organizations that will enable us to make a difference on a systemic level. 

• What makes Imagine No Malaria different from our past mission programs is self-determination.  
By that I mean, Africans owning their challenges and taking responsibility for the solutions.   

• Let me share with you how Imagine No Malaria is making a difference in Sierra Leone. 

• The United Methodist Health Board in Sierra Leone consists of leaders from that Central 
Conference, local health care professionals, local UMCOR workers, and more.  This Health Board 
is tasked with determining the global health priorities for their area, and determining a 
sustainable strategy for overcoming these health issues. 

• When the Sierra Leone National Health Board decided to do a nation-wide net distribution in 
November, 2010, they turned to The United Methodist Church to assist with the distribution in 
the Bo District. 

• Our first step was to engage local volunteers in changing the health behaviors of their neighbors 
through this distribution.  We trained 3,700 volunteers who were taught how to go door-to-
door, hanging nets, administering Vitamin A and de-worming medication, and sharing important 
health information. 

• Before the nets ever arrived, the volunteers traveled throughout their communities determining 
which households included children below age 5, or pregnant women.  This baseline survey will 
enable UMCOR to determine the impact of the distributed nets on both rates of infection and 
mortality. 

• Local UMCOR workers went on radio stations and put up billboards sharing information about 
malaria, the need for using a bed net, and an announcement of the upcoming distribution. 

• On Thanksgiving 2010, those 3,700 volunteers distributed 400,000+ bed nets.  These nets will be 
far more effective than previous efforts because they were preceded by education, were 
handed out by trusted friends and neighbors, and because the volunteers will be coming back to 
ensure the nets are being properly used. 
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• Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children will have a better chance at health because 
of The United Methodist Church in Sierra Leone. 

• Rwanda and Eritrea, two other African countries, used similar plans to fight malaria, in addition 
to improving access to medication.  These countries have dropped their malaria rates by over 
60%! 

• One simple action, hanging a net, done in a slightly different way by using better education and 
communication, will produce vastly greater results. 

• This reminds me of another story that involves a net:  “1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his 
disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as 
Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were 
together. 3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So 
they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  4Early in the morning, 
Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5He called out to 
them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  “No,” they answered. 6He said, “Throw your net on the 
right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net 
in because of the large number of fish.”  John 21:1-6. 

• Through God, all things are possible.  Working together, we can empower our brothers and 
sisters in Africa to achieve victory over malaria. 

 

INVITATION TO RESPOND – Casting the Net 

• Over the last several weeks, we have learned about a ministry of our church that is saving lives.  
It is a ministry in which we can all participate to ensure deaths from malaria cease on the 
continent of Africa. 

• I know it seems daunting to imagine 2,000 children dying each day and you might not know how 
you can make a difference, but this is the moment when I get to remind you who you are.   

• You are the people of the United Methodist Church…the first church in the history of the entire 
world to decide to eliminate a disease as a source of death.  

• You have the power to save lives.  For less than a dollar a day, over the next three years, you 
have the power to make sure 100 children live to see their fifth birthdays.  With an amount of 
money that cannot purchase a cup of coffee at McDonalds each day, ninety-two cents, you can 
ensure that 100 children survive from this disease.  

• This is an amazing opportunity for us to serve as the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  
This is our chance to actively show those who are suffering from malaria that God loves them 
and God’s grace extends to them.   

• You have been called to be the light of the world and to let your light shine before men, “so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16)  

• You are the people of the United Methodist Church and we are bringing glory to God by being 
the first church in the world to eliminate a disease as a source of death in the name of Christ. 
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• If you believe in your ability to make a difference and you know you have a dollar every day that 
you won’t need, just one dollar a day for three years, think about using it to save 100 lives.   

• I am saving 100 lives with a pledge of $28 a month over three years, and I am asking you now to 
join me. 

• By filling out the envelope that is in your bulletin, you can make a pledge to save 100 lives. 
Simply check the highlighted section, which reads ‘Save 100 lives’.   PAUSE 

• Then in the box at right select the frequency of your pledge, and be sure to sign at the bottom of 
the box.  PAUSE  - Best practice is to fill out an envelope yourself to pace as the members will 
need to pace in completing the envelope. 

• You can make your pledge using a voided check for an automatic deposit, a credit card, or you 
can send a check in every month.  It is important that you indicate what you would like to do. 
PAUSE 

• If you are making a one-time gift or a pledge via credit card, be sure to sign below your credit 
card information as well.  PAUSE 

• Please, take the time to fill out your envelopes now and bring them to the altar. 

• If you would like to participate in this ministry, but know you do not have the ability to save 100 
lives, please do what you can to make a difference.  Each life that we save brings glory to God. 

• Allow individuals to bring envelopes to the altar. 

CLOSING SONG 

• “Sent Out in Jesus Name” page 2184  The Faith We Sing 

• “We Are Marching” No. 2235-b The Faith We Sing 

• Or, another Joyous Hymn to go with the offering – something familiar that they can sing while 
the bring their offering and commitment cards forward 

 
 
PRAYER CIRCLE AND SENDING FORTH 

• Invite the congregation to join hands together, perhaps even making a circle around the 
sanctuary. Have the acolyte stand with the lighted candle lighter next to the pastor. 

• This prayer circle in a symbol of our Connection together. We are called to be family together, to 
pray for one another, to shoulder one another’s burdens. We are a connected people – 
connected not simply with those who are here today but with saints who have lived before us 
and set us an example of bold vision and global witness. We also remember that we are bound 
together with fellow Christians all around the [NAME] Annual Conference, and with Children of 
God even far away in Africa.  As we go forth we go inspired by the Holy Spirit of God to be God’s 
witnesses and instruments to do all the good we can for those who are in need – God give 
strength, God give us power, and God give us assurance that, with God’s help, we can do great 
things. 
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Suggestions for Imagine No Malaria Personal Witnesses 
 

• Recap the facts about malaria - every 45 seconds a child in Africa dies of malaria. 
 

• Share your motivations for participating in this life-saving ministry.  Perhaps you imagined what 
it would be like if it were your own child suffering.    
 

• Share how the Lord has blessed you to be in a position to share with others.  Might the Lord be 
blessing others through this gift?  Perhaps you will save the life of a future president, nurse, or 
doctor.   
 

• Share Impact 100: “For a gift of $28, I will be saving 100 lives for a period of over three to five 
years.   What is $28?  Some of you spend it on a meal out each day, or some of you may spend it 
on a movie. If you could sacrifice $28 a month - $1 a day - for a period of three to five years, can 
you imagine the impact you will have?  One hundred lives saved.” 
 

• It’s time to unite faith and action. We cannot just pray for them, let us act now.   Invite the 
congregation to join you in saving lives through this simple gift.  Be specific, “I am asking YOU to 
consider this opportunity.” 
 

• Suggested scriptures: Mathew 25:40; 1 John 3: 16-19; John 10:10 

 
 

How to use: Including a testimonial from one of your church members who has already chosen 
to support Imagine No Malaria with an Impact 100 gift is a wonderful way to encourage others 
to give.  It provides an opportunity for a layperson to witness to the great blessings of God and 
how they are choosing to share those blessings with others.  This testimony can be a part of the 
Sunday Service, a Sunday School hour, or a special Impact 100 event. 
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Children’s Sermon 1 – Facts About Malaria 
 
Ask children to come forward and gather under a large net, like children in Africa.  
 
• Invite children to climb under the net like to protect them from the 

mosquito. Designate one child to be on the outside and pretend to be 
a mosquito. Have him/her circle the net buzzing and acting like 
he/she is trying to get in through the net. Point out that the children 
are safe because the mosquito cannot get through the protective net. 
 

• Ask: Why do children in Africa need to sleep under bed nets? WAIT 
FOR RESPONSES 
Share: Bed nets like this one help to stop the female anopheles [“an 
off a lees”] mosquito, the only one that spreads malaria.  These 
mosquitoes only bite at night. It is especially important for children 
and pregnant women to sleep underneath a protective net because 
they are the ones who get most sick if they are infected with malaria. 
 

• Ask: If you were in Africa and someone gave you a net like this, how 
do you think you might use it? WAIT FOR RESPONSES 
Share: Some people might use the net for catching fish. Some might cut it up and use as fabric for 
dresses. Some families do not know that mosquitoes transfer malaria, or that sleeping under a net 
will keep their family safe from malaria. This is why it is very important to educate people about 
how important it is to use the nets properly even get the net.  It is also important to inform people 
by using things like radio, cell phones and billboards – all common ways of communicating in Africa.  
 

• Ask: When you get sick, where do you go and what do you use to get better? WAIT FOR RESPONSES 
Share: When children in Africa get sick, they need medicine from trained medical workers at 
hospitals, clinics and health posts to help them get better but not all the clinics have malaria 
treatment available. Our gifts to Imagine No Malaria help make sure these doctors and clinics have 
the resources they need to diagnose and treat malaria so no one dies of a disease that we already 
know how to stop! 
 

• Share:  Working together our families here can help families in Africa stay healthy. We can help keep 
children in Africa from getting sick from malaria. Talk with your parents and your friends about 
malaria. Even a small gift of $10 can buy a net and train a family how to use it most effectively.  
Imagine… thousands of children who are able to grow big and strong because you and your family 
helped to save their life. 
 

• (Optional: You might consider purchasing an Imagine No Malaria bracelet for each child and give it 
to them at this time). 
 

End with a prayer. “Dear God, thank you for all the ways to take care of us. For healthy bodies and good 
food and safe houses to live in.  Help us know how we can help others. We especially pray for the 
children in Africa who need to be protected from malaria. We pray that you would watch over them and 
use the money we give to help them stay well.  Amen.”  
 

How to use: The Children’s 
Sermons may be used as part of 
your Sunday to Save Lives or on 
any Sunday leading up to it.  You 
may choose to incorporate a 
children’s message into each 
service.  “Jesus Loves the Little 
Children” is a great theme song 
for your children’s emphasis on 
Imagine No Malaria.  Explore the 
ways God loves each and every 
one of his children, wherever 
they are born, and how Jesus 
calls us to help others. 
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Children’s Sermon 2 – Understanding How Malaria Works 
 
Materials:  
Plastic Sandwich Bag, Large Clear Bowl, Red Food Coloring, Baking Soda, Paper Towel, Vinegar, Water, 
Apron, Mosquito (Picture or Pipe Cleaner Mosquito) 
 
Script: 
 

Leader:  Hi boys and girls, how are you doing today? 
 

Children: Respond 
 
Leader:  Great!  I am so happy to be with you this morning, because we get to do a science experiment.  
First, who can tell me what this is?  Hold up a picture of a mosquito or a pipe cleaner mosquito. 
 

Children:  Respond 
 
Leader:  This is a mosquito.  What do they do? 
 

Children:  They bite! 
 
Leader:  That’s right, mosquitoes bite people.  What happens after you are bitten? 
 

Children:  You itch! 
 
Leader:  Did you know in Africa, little boys and girls just like you have to worry about getting bitten by a 
mosquito?  In Africa, mosquitoes carry a disease called malaria.  Who knows what that is? 
 

Children:  Respond 
 
Leader:  Malaria is a disease that makes people very, very sick.  In fact, it can kill people, especially 
children.  Would you like to do a science experiment to see what malaria does to a person’s body? 
 

Children:  Yes! 
 
Leader:  This is a red blood cell.  Hold up a sandwich bag filled with ½ cup of vinegar, ½ cup of water, and 
red food coloring. 
 
Leader:  This is malaria.  Hold up a folded paper towel, folded so that it holds 1 tablespoon of baking 
soda inside like a pocket or envelope. 
 
Leader:  Let’s see what happens when malaria gets into a person’s red blood cells.  Drop the paper towel 
pocket into the bag and seal quickly.  Put the bag into the bowl. 
 
Leader:  I need a volunteer to shake it for me.  Allow children to shake the bowl until the bag explodes.  
 
Leader:  What happened? 
 

Children:  It exploded!  It got all foamy and went everywhere. 
 
Leader:  The red blood cell exploded.  Malaria destroyed it.  How do you think that feels? 
 

Children:  It probably hurts.   
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Leader:  It does hurt!  This disease is very painful.  Do you think it only destroys one red blood cell? 
 

Children:  Respond 
 
Leader:  Malaria can destroy almost all of a person’s red blood cells.  This disease is absolutely yucky, but 
guess what?  Our church has decided to fight it.  Put up fists. 
 
Leader:  How do you think we can fight it? 
 

Children:  Respond 
 
Leader:  Our church is fighting malaria through prevention, treatment, communication, and education.  
We are going to stop deaths from malaria in Africa by 2015.  Guess what?  We are the first church ever 
to decide to eliminate a disease as a source of death in the name of Christ!  Who thinks that is exciting? 
 

Children:  Respond 
 
Leader:  I think it is very exciting, because it shows that God’s words are true.  Did you know that in John 
14:12, Jesus said those who believed in him would do the things that he had done and those who 
believed in him would do even greater things than he had done?  When our church does something no 
other church has ever done before, we prove that Christ’s words are true.  How do you think that makes 
God feel? 
 

Children:  Happy! 
 
Leader:  When we show that Christ’s words are true that makes God very happy.  Will you pray with me? 
 
Closing Prayer:  God thank you so much for the chance to serve you by helping heal boys and girls with 
malaria.  Help us to be bold and heal as many as possible from this painful disease.  Amen. 
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Adult Bible Study or Sunday School Lesson 
Mission Focus – Imagine No Malaria  
 
 
 PURPOSE: 
  

 Discovering that being a good neighbor means we cannot pass by those who are in need. 
 
 
 MATERIALS: 
 

Bibles, Small Group Discussion Questions, Imagine No Malaria DVD, 92 cents, Markers, 4 Pieces of Butcher Paper Taped 
to Wall or Easels, Malaria Facts (enough for each participant), Imagine No Malaria Donation Envelopes 
 
 
 INTRODUCTION ICE BREAKER: 
 {3-5 Minutes} 
 
Leader:  Hold out change or place it on a table.  This is 92 cents. Is it valuable?  What can you buy with 92 cents?   
 
Leader:  How easy would it be for you to give 92 cents away?   
 
Leader:  What is the most valuable ‘thing’ 92 cents can purchase? 
 
Leader:  If I told you 92 cents could impact the lives of 100 children, would you believe me? Why or why not? 
 
Leader:  In a month, 92 cents a day turns into approximately 28 dollars, depending on the length of the month.  Through 
our church, 28 dollars each month, for three years, has the power to protect 100 lives from a deadly disease called 
malaria.     
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Leader: The focus of today’s lesson is our Imagine No Malaria campaign. The United Methodist Church is part of a global 
effort to eliminate deaths from malaria by the year 2015. Our goal is to raise $75 million to be used in Africa to fight 
malaria through the work of the United Methodist churches, health clinics and partner groups who are already there. 
 
 
GROUP PARTICIPATION: 

{10-15 Minutes} 
 
Leader:  Let’s learn a little bit more about malaria and why protecting children from this disease is remarkably possible.  
Put individuals in threes or fours, unless the group is very small.  Distribute different malaria facts to each group.  Ask 
them to write three new facts they have learned on their pieces of butcher paper [They do not need to copy the facts 
verbatim from the sheet].  Have them discuss the facts in their small group.  Was there anything surprising?  Did anyone 
in the group have additional information to share? 
 
Leader:  When each group has finished, ask them to reveal their findings to the entire class.  
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Facts About Malaria 

 
Fact:  Malaria is caused by the plasmodium parasite, spread by the bites of infected mosquitoes.  
If not treated promptly with effective medicines, malaria is often fatal.  

Fact:  Every 45 seconds a child in Africa dies of malaria; that’s 2,000 young lives every day. 

Fact:  Malaria kills more than 700,000 people each year.  Ninety percent of these deaths occur in  
sub-Saharan Africa. 

Fact:  Malaria’s symptoms include 
fever, chills, vomiting, convulsions, 
severe pain in joints and muscles, and 
diarrhea.  These are caused because 
the parasite kills red blood cells, 
reducing oxygen in the bloodstream.  
If not treated properly, malaria can 
lead to death. 

Fact:  Malaria is a completely 
preventable and treatable disease. 

Fact:  Prior to 1951, Malaria was a serious public health problem in the United States.  A 
comprehensive effort from 1947-1951 virtually eradicated malaria in this country.  

Fact:  Malaria is a disease of poverty.   
It severely impacts those who cannot afford treatment or have limited access to healthcare, leading to a 
detrimental effect on attendance at workplaces and schools. 

Fact:  Long-lasting insecticide treated bed nets (LLIN’s) are the simplest, most cost-effective way to 
prevent malaria.  However, to eliminate deaths caused by this disease, our efforts must include 
prevention and education programs, development and rehabilitation of United Methodist hospitals and 
clinics, and training programs for medical outreach workers.  This comprehensive plan will be supported 
by United Methodist Health Boards recruited and trained in each UMC Central Conference. 

Fact:  Malaria rates in parts of Africa are on the decline: after increasing net coverage and access to 
medication, the under-five mortality rate in Rwanda dropped by 66% in two years.  In Eritrea, the overall 
morbidity rate decreased by 80% in just four years using similar methods. 
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GROUP DISCUSSION: 
 {15-20 Minutes} 
 
 
Leader:  Malaria is a parasite that has a complicated life cycle.  Part of that cycle occurs in humans and the other occurs 
in mosquitoes. In order for the malaria parasite to continue being spread, there must be a certain number of 
mosquitoes in a population and a certain number of people who are infected with this disease.  Reducing the mosquito 
population and simultaneously treating infected people will disrupt the parasite’s life cycle.  That is why prevention and 
treatment are critical in our effort to eliminate deaths. 
 
Leader: Let’s discover all the different ways the church is fighting malaria. Show Imagine No Malaria Overview (video 
clip #1) on the DVD.   {5 minutes} 
 
Leader:  What are the four ways we are fighting this disease in Africa?  [WAIT FOR ANSWER] 
 
Leader:  Prevention, treatment, communication, and education are the tools we are using to serve our neighbors in 
Africa who desperately need medical attention and other resources to protect themselves from this disease.   
 
Leader:  Let’s discuss in smaller groups how God values our service to others using a parable Jesus once told.  Distribute 
questions to each group.   
 
 
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 10: 27-31 
 
What was the Priest’s reaction to the injured man?  Why did he pass by?  What does his action reveal to 
us about his character (Christ’s definition of a neighbor)? 
 
 
 
 

Luke 10: 27-32 
 
What was the Levite’s reaction to the injured man?  Why did he pass by?  What does his action reveal to 
us about his character (Christ’s definition of a neighbor)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 10: 27-35 
 
What was the Samaritan’s reaction to the injured man?  He did not pass by; what does his action reveal 
to us about his character (Christ’s definition of a neighbor)? 
 
 
 Luke 10: 27-37 
 
Who was the neighbor?  Why was he considered to be the neighbor; how were his actions different from 
the other characters in the parable? What is the significant of Jesus telling a story in which the hero of 
the story is from an area which was despised by most Jewish people.  What lessons does this story offer 
to those who want to participate in Jesus’ ministry of healing today? 
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CLOSING DISCUSSION AND PRAYER: {15-20 Minutes} 
 
Leader:  What did the Priest do when he saw the injured man? What about the Levite? [WAIT FOR ANSWERS] 
 
Leader:  These people of God saw a man half-beaten to death, lying in the road.  Blood was everywhere.  They knew he 
was likely to die if they did not stop, and yet, they chose to walk to the other side of the street.  They looked away and 
passed by.  
 
Leader:  What did the Samaritan do?  [WAIT FOR ANSWERS] 
 
Leader:  The Samaritan did not pass by.  He saw the injured man’s face, his bruises, and his blood.  He was so moved that 
he stopped.  He showed mercy.  This response made him a neighbor.   
 
Leader:  Was the response of the Samaritan free?  What did it cost him?  [WAIT FOR ANSWERS] 
 
Leader:  Possible answers: 1) Time – it slowed his trip.  2) Risked his Safety – The Jericho Road was known to be a road 
where people were robbed.  3) His Money – He gave the innkeeper “two denarii”.  A denarius equaled one day’s wage 
for a laborer in Jesus’ day.  The Samaritan gave up two days worth of wages to care for a man he did not know.  An 
equivalent today, would be giving $100-300 or more, depending on your salary. 
 
Leader:  How might the story of the Good Samaritan relate to our church’s Imagine No Malaria campaign? 
 
Leader:  Let’s take some time now to talk about this question and any other questions class members might have about 
Imagine No Malaria.   Take 5-10 minutes to have a general discussion.  Be sure to leave five minutes at the end of class to 
share the following story, and to ask your class members to consider a pledged gift to Imagine No Malaria. 
 
Leader:  Pick a volunteer to read the following story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader:  We know a need exists.  Thousands of children are losing their lives each day to a preventable and treatable 
disease.  We as United Methodists are working to provide the resources families need to protect themselves.   
 
Leader:  Our church understands the need.  Our church is not looking away. Right now, we are there…in the 
road…looking at the faces of children who desperately need help.  The church has stopped to help. 
 

Domingos Antonic was 8 months old when his parents brought him to the hospital in Malanje, Angola.  
His fever was raging, foam was all over his lips, and he lay completely still in his mother’s arms.  He was 
infected with malaria.  He had been sick for days.  At this point, he only weighed fifteen pounds.  While 
his parents made the right choice to bring Domingos to the hospital, the medical staff did not have the 
necessary supplies to save him in his late stage of malaria.  It was too late.  His parents watched 
helplessly as their son died from a preventable and treatable disease.  (Interpreter Magazine, July/August 
2009, p.15-17) 
 
Today, the parents of 2,000 children will join in the Antonic’s despair, watching their babies die of 
malaria.   
 
Tomorrow, it will happen again.        
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Leader:  Protecting 100 children from malaria is not free, it costs money.  However, for most of us it is affordable.  An 
Impact 100 to Impact 100 children’s lives in Africa costs only 92 cents a day, or $28 a month over three years. 
 
Leader:  (Hand out donation envelopes to each member of the class) Each of you has the opportunity today to save lives.  
Please consider committing 92 cents a day, just $28 a month to impact 100 lives.  You can use the envelope provided to 
make a pledge or a one-time gift.  Please pray about this and bring your envelope to worship today – you can leave it in 
the offering tray and your donation will be sent to Imagine No Malaria. 
 
 
Closing Prayer:  Thank you, God, for coming to live among us in the form of Jesus.  Thank you for giving us the example 
of one who cares about those in need, especially those who are ill.  You have given us the ability to make a difference in 
the lives of children in Africa and their families.  We know you have called us to be neighbors to them and to love them 
as we love ourselves.  Help us, Lord, to be good neighbors.  Break our hearts for them, so we do not pass by.  AMEN. 
 
 
 
    
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  BEYOND THE CLASSROOM: 
 
 Check Out the Website for Imagine No Malaria to Learn More about this Ministry www.imaginenomalaria.org 

  
 Follow Us on Facebook  

              http://www.facebook.com/umcImagineNoMalaria#!/umcImagineNoMalaria 
 

 Encourage Friends and Family to Text ‘malaria’ to 27722, Making a $10 Donation to Save 1 Life  
 

 Engage Your Community by Raising Awareness 
• Youth and College Students – Sleep Out to Stamp Out Malaria (Camping out Under Nets) 
• Documentary Viewing – “When the Night Comes” by Bobby Bailey (Free for Churches) 
• Host a House Party – Party with Friends, Learn about Malaria, and Save Lives 

 
 

http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/�
http://www.facebook.com/umcImagineNoMalaria#!/umcImagineNoMalaria�
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Themes for Worship and Meditation 
 

A NEW CREATION: 
 

“God can accomplish more than we can 
ask or imagine through Christ Jesus.  But 

what does God ask or imagine for  
his creation?” 

 
Week One 

The Biggest Question 
 

Week Two 
Our Identity in Christ 

 
Week Three 

What It Means to Be a Disciple 
 

Week Four 
Made for a Purpose 

 
Week Five 

God’s Plan A 
 

 

             
 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Did Jesus move from the hard wood of the cross to the hard word of a manger just so we could gather in 
our sanctuaries each Sunday, say “thank you” and then go about our day as if it never happened?  It’s a 
tough question, but are we really living as the resurrected body here on earth?  Are we truly new 
creations molding our actions as a disciple of Christ? 
 
The answer may be “no” or “I don’t know how” or it may even be “I can’t live up to God’s expectations 
for me.”  We all struggle on the path of discipleship, and we all need reminders and pointers to bring our 
lives more in line with the gospel message. 

How to use: Your five-week emphasis on 
Imagine No Malaria can serve as an 
opportunity for church growth and spiritual 
renewal.  Begin by reaffirming your 
commitment to Christ, celebrating Jesus’ 
conquering of the grave, and then move into a 
time of exploration of our identity as 
Christians.  We accept the salvation message, 
now what?  What difference does that Easter 
Sunday make in our lives and in the life of our 
church?  What does Jesus require of his 
disciples and how might we better live into 
those requirements? 
 
The five themes may help you to plan your 
worship services leading up to your Sunday to 
Save Lives.  Or, they may offer a free-form 
Bible study for your small groups or adult 
Sunday School classes.  Perhaps the scriptures 
offered below could be e-mailed to your 
congregation – a new one every day – as a 
means of devotion.  How you use them is up 
to you!  
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The following study offers an opportunity for your church to explore God’s vision for us as his children 
while taking an active step to live into that vision through Imagine No Malaria.  It may also provide a 
meaningful, relevant way for your community or new believers to connect with your congregation.  
 
During the five weeks, we will explore the following: 
 
• Who do you say that Jesus is?  And, does it matter? 
• You are a new creation in Christ Jesus.  What does that mean and why don’t you feel like one? 
• Jesus said, “take up your cross and follow me.”  What was he talking about - what does he expect? 
• You are not an accident – you were made for a purpose.  What is it? 
• God gave you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  What are you doing with them? 
 
These are likely themes that you revisit on a regular basis in your congregation, but they may be new to 
some.  Imagine No Malaria can act as an application point for this period of self-discovery, offering a real 
and tangible way to be involved in the work of the kingdom. 
 
Jesus came to preach the good news and bind up the broken-hearted.  We can live out the salvation 
message every day as a new creation, following his commands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note About “Scripture for Meditation.” 
 
Your Sunday to Save Lives Guide includes a Scripture for Meditation for each week of your Imagine No 
Malaria emphasis.  These scriptures are designed to illustrate the Imagine No Malaria ministry and are 
chosen to complement the particular area of the ministry being featured that week in the bulletin 
inserts and announcements.  The texts may or may not parallel the suggested thematic scriptures 
noted here.  Either path may be used as a call-to-action or sermon starter. 
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WEEK ONE: THE BIGGEST QUESTION 
 
SCRIPTURE – John 10:7-11 “Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. I am 
the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
  
 
SUPPORTING/ALTERNATE PASSAGES: 
• Isaiah 53:5-6 “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities…” 
• Luke 4:16-21 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me…”  
• John 6:35-40 “…I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry…” 
• John 14:1-7 “…I am the way and the truth and the life…”  

 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER: 
There are many questions that we are asked on a daily basis and many decisions that we must make.  
Sometimes they crowd us and cloud our thoughts, and sometimes they help to clarify a path.  But there 
is one question that cuts through all others, perhaps the most important question that can be asked: 
who do you say that Jesus is?  
 
The amazing, and astonishing, news of the gospel is that Jesus is the Christ.  He is the one sent from the 
father above to give us life, and a life fully lived.  Through his terrible death on the cross, we can be 
reconciled with God.   
 
However, that is only one half of the story.  Jesus’ death on the cross is an invitation both to eternal life 
and to a life fully lived here on earth.  What does it mean to live life to the full?  Living to the age of 80 or 
85?  Or, having all the material possession that society tells you that you should?  How does the 
Shepherd laying down his life for you change your answer? 
 
In the book, The Me I Want to Be, John Ortburg defines this as a starting point: Life is the power to make 
something happen.  Throw a rock, and it soon stops moving.  But, put a seed in the ground, and 
something happens – it sends out a root, takes in nourishment, and grows up to fruitful.  To be 
spiritually alive means to receive power from God to have a positive impact on your world.  
 
God could have easily said of this world, ‘Why bother?’ in the face of what we have done with his 
creation.  Instead, he chose to send his son.  And, even if it was just you that responded to the gospel 
message, he would have still sent his son – God cares that much for each and every one of his children.  
The challenge of a life fully lived is extending this same mercy, grace, hope and healing to others. 
 
How can we invite others into a life fully lived to the glory of God? 
 

Scripture for Meditation (Overview) 
 
John 10:10-11 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.  I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.” 
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WEEK TWO: OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST  
 
SCRIPTURE – 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  “So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
 
SUPPORTING/ALTERNATE PASSAGES: 
• Romans 12: 1-2 "..offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God…” 
• I Corinthians 12:12-31 “…For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body…” 
• Galatians 2:19-19-21 “…I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 

me…” 
• Ephesians 2:1-10 “… For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works…”  
 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
Who are you in Christ Jesus?  If you have accepted that Jesus died for your sins on the cross, then you 
have been remade – you are a new creation.  Do you feel like a new creation?  If not, why?  What is 
holding you back from living into the creation God intended you to be?  How can the spiritual disciplines 
– reading of the scriptures; prayer and meditation; life in community, service and stewardship – help 
you to become more like the “masterpiece” you are, ready to do the good things he planned for you? 
 
The entire “self help” genre is devoted to exploring how we can become a new, better version of 
ourselves.  More successful, more in tune to our relationships, a better father or mother.  There are 
even volumes upon volumes of Christian books and teachings that explore where you are at, and where 
you are going.  It can all become a bit confusing.  Jesus said, “Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, 
and whoever loses his life will preserve it.”  In essence, becoming a new creation is about surrendering 
your vision for your life and replacing it with God’s vision for your life.  How can you surrender yourself 
to God in the coming week?  How can that surrender help you celebrate you identity in Christ? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture for Meditation (Prevention and Education): 
 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 

you life and death, blessings and curses.  Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and 
that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.” 
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WEEK THREE: WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A DISCIPLE  
 
SCRIPTURE – Matthew 4:18-22 “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’ At once they left 
their nets and followed him.  Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called 
them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.” 
 
 
SUPPORTING/ALTERNATE PASSAGES: 
• Micah 6:8 "…To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God." 
• Matthew 10:1-8  “…gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease…”  

(Alt. Luke 9:1-6) 
• Mark 8:34-38 “…What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul…"  
• Romans 12:3-21 "…Hate what is evil; cling to what is good…” 
 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
What does it mean to follow Jesus?  At this pivotal point in the history of Christianity (a story where a 
net is at the center) the first disciples quickly abandon their nets, homes, and families to follow Jesus.  
Would they have made the same choice if they knew the road ahead?  Luckily, we have the advantage of 
knowing the end of the story.  We know what Jesus asks of us as his disciples and we know the blessings 
that we have been promised in exchange for fulfilling the Lord’s command to “love one another.” 
 

Jesus asked his disciples to: preach the good news, heal the sick, cast out evil, feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked and house the homeless.  How effectively are you doing each of these things?  Are you strong 
in one area but weak in another?  How does the picture change when you remove any of the pieces 
from the whole?  What if you aren’t doing any of them?   
 

Perhaps this all seems a bit overwhelming.  It’s okay to start small.  We are promised by the Apostle 
Paul, “what you do in the Lord is not in vain.”  That means that every act done for the Lord, as hard as it 
is to believe, will find its way - through the resurrecting power of Christ - into the new creation that God 
will one day make.  What is one kind deed that you can do today to take you one step further on your 
path of discipleship? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture for Meditation (Treatment): 
 
John 4:51-53 “While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living.  
When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, ‘The fever left him yesterday 

at the seventh hour.’  Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to 
him, ‘Your son will live.’  So he and all his household believed.” 
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WEEK FOUR: MADE FOR A PURPOSE 
  
SCRIPTURE – Matthew 5:13-16 "’You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can 
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.’” 
 
 
SUPPORTING/ALTERNATE PASSAGES: 
• Isaiah 1:16-18 “…Learn to do right; seek justice.  Defend the oppressed….”  
• John 15:13-17 "’My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you…’”  
• James 2:17-19 “…In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead…”  
• 1 Peter 4:7-11 “…Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others…” 

 
 

POINTS TO CONSIDER 
You were created to bring glory to God.  But how? Rick Warren in The Purpose Driven Life puts it this 
way: you can bring glory to God by getting to know and love him; by learning to love other people in 
God’s family; by becoming like Christ; by serving others; by telling others about him. 
 
God created you for this time and place.  You are his masterpiece; planned for; created in Christ’s image; 
and endowed with special gifts given to you and only you.  Why?  So that others might benefit from 
those gifts, come to know the Lord and give him all honor and praise.   
 
As a new creation, and a disciple of Christ, how are you bringing God glory?  Are the activities you are 
engaging in each day bringing you closer to your purpose or farther away?  When others look upon your 
actions, the outward expression of your love for God, are they inspired or discouraged?  Through Christ 
Jesus, you have been saved, but the story doesn’t end there.  You have been saved for a purpose – to 
continue Christ’s ministry here on earth in word and in deed to the glory of God.        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

Scripture for Meditation (Call-to-Action): 
 
Luke 9:1 “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all 
demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
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WEEK FIVE: GOD’S PLAN A – A SUNDAY TO SAVE LIVES 
 
SCRIPTURE – Matthew 16:13-20 [abbr] "When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’… Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.’ Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
 
SUPPORTING/ALTERNATE PASSAGES: 
• Isaiah 58:6-9 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice…” 
• John 14:9-14 “…whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even 

greater things than these…” 
• Acts 2:42-47 “…And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 
• 2 Corinthians 8: 1-9 "…they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability…” 

 
 

POINTS TO CONSIDER 
You are a new creation in Christ Jesus.  As a disciple, you have been asked to do certain things.  You will 
do these things to fulfill your purpose: to bring glory to your father in heaven.  And the great news is you 
are holding the keys to accomplishing all of these things in your hand!  Christ gave them to you and to 
the church. 
 
The people of the church are God’s Plan A for the world; he doesn’t have a plan B.  Some in the ancient 
world believed that the very gates of Hell were located at Caesarea Phillipi, yet this is where Jesus 
chooses to set up his church.  A church ministering at Hell’s gate is a church on offense, not defense.  
Think of your own congregation.  Are you playing on offense or defense?  Is your building a fortress or a 
staging ground?  Jesus gave us the winning playbook (as evidenced in the passage from Acts).  What 
plays is your church running?  
 
This Sunday is a Sunday to Save Lives.  A day to follow in the footsteps of the churches of Macedonia, 
use your playbook and your keys to help others.  And, in so doing, bring glory to God.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture for Meditation (Sunday to Save Lives): 
 

Matthew 16:18-19 “And I tell you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven…” 
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Imagine No Malaria Prayers from Africa 
 

 
I Have No Words to Thank You 
 

O my Father, Great Elder, 
I have no words to thank you, 
But with your deep wisdom 
I am sure that you can see 
How I value your glorious gifts. 
O my Father, when I look upon your greatness, 
I am confounded with awe. 
O Great Elder, 
Ruler of all things earthly and heavenly, 
I am your warrior, 
Ready to act in accordance with your will. 
 
Kikuyu, Kenya 
 
The Right Hand of God 
 

The right hand of God is writing in our land, 
Writing with power and with love. 
Our conflicts and our fears, our triumphs and 
our tears 
Are recorded by the right hand of God. 
 

The right hand of God is pointing in our land, 
Pointing the way we must go. 
So clouded is the way, so easily we stray, 
But we’re guided by the right hand of God. 
 

The right hand of God is striking in our land, 
Striking out at envy, hate and greed. 
Our selfishness and lust, our pride and deeds 
unjust 
Are destroyed by the right hand of God. 
 

The right hand of God is lifting in our land, 
Lifting the fallen one by one. 
Each one is known by name, 
And rescued now from shame, 
By the lifting of the right hand of God. 

 
Open my Eyes 
 

Open my eyes that they may see the deepest 
needs of people. 
 

Move my hands that they may feed the hungry; 
Touch my heart that it may bring warmth to the 
despairing; teach me the generosity that 
welcomes strangers; Let me share my 
possessions to clothe the naked; 
Give me the care that strengthens the sick; 
Make me share in the quest to set the prisoner 
free. 
 

In our sharing our anxieties and our love, 
Our poverty and our prosperity, 
We partake of your divine presence 
 

Canaan Banana, Zimbabwe 
 
Prayer from the Shona People, Zimbabwe 
 

Great Spirit, piler up of rocks into towering 
mountains!  When you stamp on the stone, the 
dust rises and fills the land.  Hardness of the 
precipice; waters of the flood that turn into 
misty rain when stirred.  Vessel overflowing 
with oil!  Father who sews the heavens like 
cloth:  let him knit together that which is below.  
Caller-forth of the branching trees, you bring 
forth the shoots that stand erect.  You have 
filled the land with people; the dust rises on 
high, O Lord!  Wonderful one, you live in the 
midst of the sheltering rocks, You give rain to 
humankind.  Hear us, O Lord! Show mercy when 
we beg you, O Lord! You are on high with the 
spirits of the great.  You raise the grass-covered 
hills above the earth, and create the rivers, 
Gracious One! 
 

How to use: The following prayers can be used during worship service, Bible study or at any 
time!  They were compiled by Christ UMC in Bethel Park, PA.  During their month-long 
emphasis on Imagine No Malaria, they asked that every gathering of two or more open their 
time together with one of the following prayers.  This is a wonderful way to center your 
meetings and think first of the needs of others before considering your own needs and agenda. 
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Prayer for Imagine No Malaria 
 

Dear God, This day I pray for an end to malaria. 
I ask that you bless, not only this church and its 
members, but all those as work to bring hope to 
all people who suffer from malaria.  Thank you 
for all the leaders of the “Imagine No Malaria” 
campaign:  give them wisdom and strength and 
open the hearts of others to the beauty of 
compassion and the joy of giving. For those who 
suffer this day I pray your healing touch. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayers for Africa 
 

Dear God, thank you for your unconditional 
love, grace, mercy and forgiveness. We are 
grateful for the hope, peace and joy you bring 
to our lives. Help us to widen our circles of 
prayer and faith beyond our zones of comfort 
and across the world. Help us to pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Africa, many who live in 
conditions we really can't begin to imagine or 
understand. May your healing hand prevent 
future cases of malaria and AIDS and comfort 
those who are suffering and affected as a result 
of these diseases. 
 

May our brothers and sisters in Africa be 
blessed with sufficient, but not excessive, 
rainfall during the rainy season to provide for 
bountiful crops. We pray for peace throughout 
the lands during elections and ask your blessing 
on the leaders. Help us all to remember that 
you have already provided us with everything 
we need. Help us to remember that our 
strength and security rests in you. Help us to be 
grateful for your abundant blessings through all 
of our individual and unique circumstances. 
May we renew our faith and grow in our 
relationship with you daily. Help us to keep you 
at the center of our lives and trust in your plan 
and purpose for our lives. In all that we do, help 
us to give praise and thanks to you. 
 In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Eternal God, we are amazed by the abundance 
of your provision. You have cared for us lavishly 
and extravagantly. We confess that we have not 
trusted your abundance when faced with media 
reports that challenge our faith. However, the 
good news is you have given us an opportunity, 
through Imagine No Malaria, to strike a blow 
against fear and to emulate your extravagant 
generosity through our actions. Help us move 
beyond our tendency to see only the headlines 
of doom and gloom and risk extravagant care 
for others that the world might be healed, that 
the world might be saved. Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Loving God: We thank you for the gifts of our 
lives, our families, and our communities who no 
longer have to live under the death threat of 
malaria. Only 50 years ago, our neighborhoods 
were faced with a malaria epidemic in the 
poorest communities. Only 50 years ago, our 
families lost their children to a mosquito that 
could be controlled through sanitation and 
pesticides. Only 50 years ago, our children died 
from a preventable disease. Today, we are free 
from malaria. Our children thrive. Our 
communities flourish. Today, we are grateful 
for the eradication of malaria in our cities and 
among our most vulnerable citizens. 
 

We pray for the hearts, the spirits, and the 
minds to reach out to other vulnerable children, 
families, and communities to save their lives by 
sending bed nets. We pray that one day they 
can watch their children grow to adulthood 
because they have the gift of living without 
malaria. We are grateful we can respond to 
God’s love and generosity to us by giving to 
others with that same love and generosity. We 
thank you God for the enthusiasm for giving. 
We thank you that we can help people through 
Imagine No Malaria. We give our gifts with 
grateful hearts to alleviate malaria suffering and 
save the lives of children, families, and of entire 
communities. 
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How To: Impact 100 
 
Impact 100 (I-100) is the easiest and quickest way for congregations to reach their goals, because joining 
I-100 means committing to save at least 100 lives.  If a congregation set a goal to save 1,000 lives, only 
10 people would need to make a gift or pledge to I-100 to reach the goal!  The following are examples of 
pledges to save 100 – 1,000 lives: 
 

Impact: With a gift of just: During the next: Total Gift: 

1,000 Lives $167 per month 5 years $10,000 

500 Lives $83 per month 5 years $5,000 

100 Lives $28 per month 3 years $1,000 
 
 

A series of intimate, in-home receptions are the best method for inviting members to Impact 100. 

- Audience: key individuals with the interest or ability to support INM: consider inviting 1-2 
people from each church group (Sunday School classes, choir, council, UMW, etc) so they can 
host then a reception for their group. 

- Timeline: Host the reception two - three weeks prior to the Sunday to Save Lives. 

- Invitations: send personal invitations two weeks before the reception and follow up roughly one 
week ahead to confirm attendance. Experience has shown that simply announcing the event in 
the bulletin or during worship announcements will yield few attendees. 

- Agenda: Serve light hors d’oeuvres and allow a time of fellowship for members to mingle. 

o Begin the presentation with either the Overview 
DVD, or by reviewing the “Facts About Malaria”. 

o Share information on how The UMC is working to 
overcome this disease.  

o Ask the pastor (who should attend all events) to 
endorse Imagine No Malaria. 

o Ask a committee member who has pledged to 
Impact 100 to share their personal testimony on INM. 

o Ask attendees to consider impacting 100 lives with a gift of just $28 a month over the 
next three years, for a total gift of $1,000. 

o Review the process to complete the donation envelope, and assist as necessary: 

 Mark the appropriate box for the number of lives the donor wishes to impact. 

 Complete the pledge box at the top right with the duration and frequency of 
pledge payments. 

 BE SURE TO SIGN ALL PLEDGES!  Without a signature, a pledge is not valid. 

- Materials: Distribute an I-100 brochure, donation envelope, and personalized letter from the 
pastor to all attendees during the “ask” (Print materials may be ordered from INM) 

- Follow-Up: Call attendees after the event to answer questions and encourage pledge envelopes 
to be returned. 
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A dessert reception, dinner or other event at the church can supplement in-home receptions in order to 
open the opportunity to Impact 100 lives to all church members.  Simply repeat the previous plan for in-
home receptions – it is still important to personally confirm RSVP’s, and to follow-up after the event. 
 

For smaller churches one-on-one personal requests may be more practical than a reception.  In this 
case, work with the pastor to develop a list of members with the interest and anticipated ability to 
commit to Impact 100. 

- Materials: Prepare an I-100 brochure, donation envelope, and personal letter from the pastor 
for each donor. 

- The “Ask”: Call to schedule a time before or after church to meet with the individual.  Share 
campaign details, including facts about malaria and information on how The UMC is working to 
eliminate this disease.  Ask the individual to consider impacting 100 lives with a pledge of just 
$28 a month for three years (total gift: $1,000). 

- Follow-Up: Call to follow-up roughly 3-5 days later to answer questions and encourage them to 
return the pledge envelope to the church leader for INM, or to the church during the worship 
collection time. 

 
Tips for Successful Impact 100 Events 

- Determine at the start of the church effort the number of Impact 100 donors needed to reach 
the church goal.  To do so, simply divide the fundraising goal by $1,000: for example, a church 
with average attendance of 200 with a goal to save 10 lives per attendee would divide $20,000 
(Total goal to be raised) by $1,000 (I-100 Pledge).  That equals 20 people – if just these twenty 
committed to impacting 100 lives, the church would raise the entire goal! 

- Consider how many events the church should host.  Each event should have no more than 15-20 
in attendance – the more personal the request, the more likely a gift. 

o 1-150 worship attendees could host just one reception 
o 150-300 worship attendees can host 2 receptions 
o 250-350 worship can host 2-3 receptions 
o 350+ worship attendees should host 3-5 or more 

receptions 

- Avoid limiting the list of potential donors.  Interested individuals may include those who have or 
whose loved ones have mission, healthcare or military experience, and parents,  grandparents 
or others who love children. 

- Keep requests personal – volunteers should share why they chose to Impact 100 in order to 
help potential donors open their hearts and minds to this opportunity. 

- Ensure the pastor attends all Impact 100 events to endorse INM and lend support to all requests 

- Encourage donors to complete pledge envelopes while at the I-100 event.  Follow up to 
encourage pledge submission soon after so the passion of the event and request do not fade 
from the donor’s mind. 

- Remember: the goal of INM is to save lives, and this is an incredible opportunity to do just that.  
Many who cannot write a one-time check for $1,000 – can write a check for $28 once a month! 
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Additional Activity Ideas (find more at www.ImagineNoMalaria.org/Resources) 
 

Ask the children to collect change each week to fill the “Water of Life Bottle” (a water jug which will be 
present each week for the Children’s sermon).  Make a special can or bag that children fill each week 
with spare change at home. 

Water of Life Bottle  

 
 

Ask the children, youth or general membership to make pipe-cleaner mosquitoes (How-To Guide can be 
found at 

Mosquito Invasion 

www.ImagineNoMalaria.org/Resources).  Attach an invitation to the Sunday to Save Lives and 
ask members to distribute 2-5 mosquitoes to friends or neighbors as a community outreach project.  
 
 
Sample Script: Youth Skit 

Dr. Mal Aria (wearing green face paint) appears onstage from right. He is carrying a marshmallow 
zapper and seems to be in a hurry. Dr. Nettie Goodwater is center stage and Dr. Aria addresses her. 

(excerpted from the North Texas Conference INM Puppet Script) 

Dr. Aria: Have you seen any mosquitoes around here. I am out to zap all the mosquitoes. It is the only 
way I know to get rid of Malaria. 

Nettie: Is zapping each mosquito the only way? Dr. Aria, I don’t think that is enough. The real way is to 
get rid of places mosquitoes breed and lay eggs. I go all over Africa looking for water holes that breed 
mosquitoes, then I help people figure out how to have clean water that does not attract mosquitoes. 

Dr. Aria: Well, I tried to make a vaccine that would keep people from getting malaria, but look: I fell in 
and turned green! That is so not working. 

Nettie: Stop a minute. You want to zap all the mosquitoes; I want to clean up the water so they can’t 
breed; and your lab is trying to make a vaccine. We may be on to something. It will take all of us working 
together to stop children’s deaths from malaria. 

Dr. Aria: You are right. But what can we do? This is serious. This disease kills a child every 45 seconds! 

At this point have voices from offstage ready to make suggestions. 

Voice 1: What about nets? I heard that sleeping under nets can stop the mosquitoes from biting.  

Voice 2: Keep working on a vaccine. Even if it turns you green it is worth doing. 

Voice 3: Tell people what is causing malaria. Then, everyone who hears can help prevent malaria. 

Voice 4: Send doctors who know how to treat malaria, and help families know where to get treated. 

Voice 5: Sounds like we all need to be Malaria Zappers. Let’s get to work on it right now! 

Nettie: Did you hear that Dr. Mal Aria? These folks are ready to be Malaria Zappers. If every church in 
our conference helped, I think we could zap malaria for good. 

Dr. Aria: I’m going back to my lab. Maybe the next try for a vaccine will work. 

Nettie: I am going back to Africa to work on cleaning up the water. 

Voice 1 from off stage: And we are going to get busy doing our part to make malaria disappear. 
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