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Inside this 

issue: 

Fall is on the way! We hosted a 

marvelous dinner at the IGRC Annual 

Conference on June 8, 2017 replete 

with information and humorous 

commentary about Judge Joseph 

Cunningham from our speaker, Rev. 

Richard McQuire.  Then, we launched 

2017 Mission u, August 4
th
 – 9

th
, with 

weekend and weekday sessions.  

Mission u was wonderful!  It was a 

blessing to me and I hope that it was a 

blessing for each of the attendees as 

well.  The leadership of the Acting 

Dean, Carol Sims, and registrar, Barb 

Norem, the study sessions for women 

and youth led by Rev. Jame Hahs, 

Rev. Mike Feely, Diane Goff, Linda 

Trent, and Dot Heuman as well as the 

presentations made by Christina Krost, 

Connie Wieck and the Charter for 

Racial Justice Committee were nothing 

short of great, inspiring, transforming 

and exemplary.  Kudos to Pam 

McDavid and Ellen Dixon for their work 

with the youth as demonstrated by the 

outstanding Youth Program 

presentation.   What a great backdrop 

to take a look at United Methodist 

Women around the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference. 

The UMW Annual Meeting 

Celebration will be held on October 7, 

2017 at Springfield First UMC in 

Springfield, IL.  The theme is The 

Message is on Your Lips and in 

Your Heart!  Bishop Frank J. Beard, 

Resident Bishop IGRC, will be the 

speaker.  Communion will be served 

and district officer training will be 

provided as well.  It will be a great time 

for us to renew, refresh and recommit 

to the purpose of United Methodist 

Women.   

There have been amazing reviews of 

our 2017 Personal Growth Seminar, 

Overworked and Undervalued 

Women, Race and the Economy, An 

Economic Study.  The Seminar has 

been held in seven IGRC UMW 

districts.  For those who missed this 

powerful study, the Seminar will be 

repeated in LaMoine River District on 

October 17
th
, Illinois River District on 

October 28
th
 and Iroquois River District 

on November 4
th
.   

President 

Camille McCaskill 
601 Raintree Drive, Shiloh, IL 62221 

(618)236-1066 cmccask@att.net 

IGRC UMW Matters  
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Assembly 2018 will be 

held May 18-20, 2018 in 

Columbus, Ohio.  Early 

registration opens 

September 1
st
 and ends 

November 30
th
.  The 

registration fee includes two healthy lunches, 

one on Friday and the other on Saturday.  Let 

us count you in the group of United Methodist 

Women from the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference at Assembly. See more information 

on pages 14-16. 

The Conference Team, led by District 

Presidents, identified a naming opportunity in 

the proposed Education and Recreation 

Center (ERC) at Cunningham Children’s 

Home.  Each local unit of United Methodist 

Women is being asked to give at least $75 by 

May 2018 for a total goal of $30,000 to name a 

conference room in the ERC, “Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference United Methodist Women”.  

The Groundbreaking for the ERC was held on 

August 20, 2017. 

As you know, IGRC has begun a $2.5 million 

Our Conference, Our Kids campaign.  The 

funds generated by the campaign will endow 

the spiritual life ministries at The Baby Fold, 

Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and 

Spero Family Services (formerly the United 

Methodist Children’s Home).  Watch for more 

information from your church. 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House is 

holding its Annual Back to School event on 

Saturday, August 19, 2017.  Cunningham 

Children’s Home has achieved the EAGLE 

(Educational Assessment Guidelines Leading 

toward Excellence) Accreditation from The 

United Methodist Association.    

I am reminded of what the song lyricist wrote, 
“It’s a good day and I thank the Lord!”  Thank 
you for your continuing support, commitment, 
dedication, compassion and hard work.  You 
are the wind beneath the wings of United 
Methodist Women in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference! 

Blessings and Peace, 

Camille McCaskill 
Camille McCaskill, president 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference UMW 

With a kitten curled up on my computer beside 

me, I sat on my back porch today soothed by 

the gentle rain falling on trees and fields, 

craving a moment of respite from the barrage 

of news still coming from Charlottesville, VA.  

As a Christian and as an American, I am 

appalled by events that unfolded in that 

normally peaceful southern town, ostensibly as 

a result of their progressive efforts to 

acknowledge and move forward from historical 

acts of racism.  We all have been forced to 

confront our attitudes and our traditions and we 

have been found wanting.  The struggles to 

overcome inequities born in our country’s 

infancy have been too costly and have made 

gains that are far too precious to let slip away 

Vice President 

Diane H Goff 
89 Country Rd 475E, Grayville, IL  62844 

(618)375-7824 dianehgoff@hotmail.com 
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The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries 

of the church.   

now.  UMW continues its proactive agenda to 

keep such issues in the forefront of our 

attention and to stand in unity with those whose 

rights are repeatedly violated.  It’s a thin veil 

that covers our nation’s bigotry and intolerance; 

we must not let that fabric unravel.  It is the 

duty of each one of us to take a stand to 

combat racism in any form.  At Mission u our 

closing assignment in the Climate Justice study 

was to put our country on prayer lists at our 

various churches for environmental reasons.  I 

challenge our entire conference to do that as 

well for a general healing of both earth and its 

inhabitants and to keep the conversation alive 

with each other until we have broken all the 

chains that prevent us from embracing all 

fellow citizens.  As Mr. Harrison remarked in 

the movie Hidden Figures, “We all get to the 

peak together or we don’t get there at all.”  He 

probably didn’t even know he was 

paraphrasing a teaching of Jesus: “Love each 

other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no 

one than this, that he lay down his life for his 

friends.” (John 15:12-13 NIV) 

IGRC UMW traditionally holds its Annual 

Celebration the first Saturday in October; 

Springfield First will host our meeting this year 

(October 7).  What an awesome facility!  Staff 

and congregation are friendly and efficient and 

the building is about the size of the town where 

I live.  Don’t let that deter you if you have 

mobility issues: we have been assured there 

are wheelchairs available for those who need 

them.  If you need someone to push you, look 

me up. District Officers, you need to be there 

because Officer Update will happen after lunch.  

This is an excellent opportunity to learn from 

your conference officers and to build 

relationships with your counterparts in other 

districts.  Be sure to let me know if you need 

daycare.  See the flyer for additional 

information. 

 While the officers are taking advantage of that 

opportunity, those who are not district or 

conference officers will be entertained by “The 

Shoebox Band”, made up of Steve Beilstein 

and Lonnie Lein.  Pay attention or you might 

lose track of the number of different 

instruments they play!  

The highlight of the morning will be worship 

time with Bishop Beard.  His topic is “God’s 

Favorite Word” based on Matthew 28:16-20.  

Let’s all read that scripture before we come 

and be prepared to get the biggest blessing we 

can from our time with the Bishop.  I think I 

know what he will say God’s favorite word is.  

What do you think it is?  Purchase your ticket 

from your district treasurer and write that word 

on the back of it.  We’ll compare notes when 

we meet together for lunch.   

Blessings,   Diane 
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Time to report on 
financial happenings! Mission u offerings were 
certainly symbols of God’s generosity working 
through us. The total for both schools was 
$3422: Weekend $1163 and Weekday $2259. 
That means the three missionary conferences 
will each receive $1140.66 or $1140.67. 

Now for some not-so-good news. We said we 
would give $350,000 to the national UMW to 
help support all the UMW missions. So far, we 
have given about $150,000. I know you know 
what that means. The end of the year is usually 
a time for “heavy” giving, so we hope this year 
is no different. 

In addition to the usual pleas for money, the 
Legacy Fund and the “naming” money for the 
Cunningham Children’s Home ERC have been 
added to the list. These, too, are worthwhile 

projects, so keep on keeping on and we will be 
successful in all these ventures. 

All district treasurers have tickets for the 
Annual Meeting on October 7. The cost for this 
great experience is $20 and that includes lunch!  
Where else can you worship, fellowship, eat 
and learn for $20? I also have tickets if you 
cannot attend one of the district gatherings or 
can’t remember who your district treasurer is 
(shame on you). 

As Eugene H. Peterson translates 2 
Corinthians 9: 7-9.  “ I want you to take plenty of 
time to think it over, and make up your own 
mind what you will give. That will protect you 
against sob stories and arm- twisting. God 
loves it when the giver delights in the giving.” 
Well, we are not giving you sob stories as the 
needs are real.  (We might do a little arm-twisting, 
however!) 

Treasurer 

Mary Ann Harvey 
3601 25th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201 

(309)786-2062     theharveyfamily@mchsi.com 

Mary Ann’s Musings 

It hardly seems possible that it is August and 
schools are starting already, so that means we 
need to think of planning for the 2018 year for 
United Methodist Women. The directory is so very 
helpful in our districts and the conference, so it is 
important that we include as much information as 
possible to assist our leadership teams in 
communicating with everyone. I really appreciate 
the hard work that each district does to assist me 
in compiling the conference directory and I am sure 
each district person responsible for her directory 
appreciates the timely and accurate information that 
each unit provides. 
I appreciate any changes in information that each of you provide throughout the year. Addresses 
change and so do email addresses. 
I appreciate that several districts have already planned their calendars for next year and have sent 
the information to me. 
If you need any information in completing your officer lists for next year, please let me know. I have 
created a form you may use or you may use your own manner of sending in the information. (Editor’s 

note: send an email to igrcumwbridge@gmail.com if you would like a copy of Jan’s form!) I just need what you have 
and if you wish, you may send just the changes you have made. Be sure if there are changes in 
what is in the 2017 directory that you note them, so the corrections can be made. 

Secretary 

Jan Corsaro 
217 S Vail St,  

Geneseo, IL 61254 

(309)944-6618 

jcorsaro13@gmail.com 

mailto:igrcumwbridge@gmail.com


 

Find us on the web! 

http://www.igrc.org/umw 

https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/ 

The Br idge  Page 5  September 2017  

Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to 
you at the appointed time next year and Sarah 

will have a son. 
Genesis 18:14 (NIV) 

 
Missionary adventurer Jim Elliot was 

following God’s plan to evangelized the Auca 
Indians in Ecuador. But four years in, warriors 
slaughtered him and four fellow missionaries. It 
seemed this mission was too hard for the Lord. 

 
Thousands of years earlier, a retired, 

childless couple got the news from God that 
they would have a baby. The mother-to-be 
laughed; it was physically impossible. So 
Abraham and Sarah sought their own means to 
bear a child through a surrogate mother. 

 
Many times human wisdom and 

forethought fail. Plans fall through. Dreams 
collapse. It can all seem impossible. But in the 
beginning, God spoke and it was done. God 

commanded and it stood fast. Nothing is too 
hard for Him. Not creating a baby in the womb 
of an old woman. Not continuing a ministry in a 
hostile country following a tragic death. Not for 
the God of miracles. 

 
Jim Elliot’s wife and others continued 

working among the Auca Indians, and their 
ministry changed thousands of lives. Abraham 
and Sarah had the impossible baby—a child of 
the covenant, the beginning of a great and 
powerful nation. Nothing—nothing—is too hard 
for the Lord. 

 
Read Genesis 18:1-15. 
 
Let’s remember the very first premise of 

the UMW PURPOSE:  The organized unit of 
United Methodist Women shall be a community 
of women whose PURPOSE is to know God. . . 
Are we striving every hour of every day to truly 
know Him? 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
Sue Coons 

1046 N 6th Road, Dana,  61321 

(815) 863-5133 (815) 674-7861 

suzcoons@aol.com 
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Communications  
Coordinator 

Kay Fisher 
324 S Center Ave, Bradley, IL  

60915 
(815)932-9605

 kay9605@yahoo.com 
Newsletter questions or 

contributions: 
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

Please feel free to make copies of The Bridge 

and share with your units and your churches. If 

your unit or district is doing something new or 

different, share it by sending to 

igrcumwbridge@gmail.com.  

This is the last issue for 2017. Deadline for the 

next issue (coming out at the beginning of March) 

is February 15, 2018!! 

I would like to thank everyone who prayed for 

my family during the loss of my bother, 

Hoopeston Police Chief Mark Drollinger. Your 

prayers, cards, emails, phone calls, texts 

were greatly appreciated. I could feel God’s 

love through you all, thank you.  

Thanks to everyone who attended Mission u 

and bought books. I ordered many books and 

received almost all I had ordered. I received 

25 boxes and sold 14 boxes. I heard from 

other program resource people, they have not 

had much luck in getting their books. I was 

very surprised when I ordered books for Our 

Spiritual Growth retreat, held in February, that 

many of the 2017 reading program books 

were already sold out.  

I have received an email from Brenda 

Thompson, Reading Program Specialist 

UMW Communications, for a preview to see 

the 2018 reading list. http://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/rp/2018list  

I hope they will print 

enough so we can all enjoy them throughout 

the year. You can also buy your books 

through Amazon or Cokesbury or check with 

your local library and rent them.  

Here is a link to receive the 2012 free reading 

program books. 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

members-leaders/mission-resources/

consignmentorderformgiveaway.pdf  

I have received 2 shipments and have given 

away many books. Please remember you 

cannot return any of these books. You can 

give them to Nursing Homes, Assisted Living 

Homes, Church Library, Head Start programs. 

You are not allowed to sell them. If the 

receiver has the need to pay you for them, 

have them donate money to UMW missions. 

Have a great summer and fall, God Bless 

you. Treat everyone the way you would want 

to be treated.  

Nina L Drollinger, IGRC Program Resources 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Nina Drollinger 
181 N 2800E Rd, Rankin  60960 

(217) 397-2294 or (217) 483-5390 
ninald2017@gmail.com 

mailto:igrcumwbridge@gmail.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/rp/2018list
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/rp/2018list
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/mission-resources/consignmentorderformgiveaway.pdf
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/mission-resources/consignmentorderformgiveaway.pdf
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/mission-resources/consignmentorderformgiveaway.pdf


 

Upcoming Important Dates! 

2017   October 7 Conference Annual Celebration 
November 10-12 Leadership Development Days, St. Louis 

2018   January 19-20 Leadership Team - Chatham UMC 
February 15  Deadline for Bridge articles! 
February 23-24 Spiritual Growth Retreat-Location to be 

determined 
March 16-17  Leadership Team – Chatham UM Church 
May 18-20 Assembly, Columbus, Ohio (Ubuntu Day on 

May 17) 
July 13-14  Leadership Team - Chatham UM  Church 
July 27-Aug 1 Tentative - Mission u 
October 6 Annual Celebration - Location to be determined 

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates! 

United Methodist Women Condemn Hate and 
Violence in Charlottesville August 13, 2017 

 

United Methodist Women condemns the racism, 
anti-Semitism and bigotry that bred the violence 
and loss of life connected to a white 
supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
today. We also lament the blindness of too 
many to the historical reality that the United 
States has from its very beginning been a 
multiracial country, built by a diverse population, 
not a “white nation” in need of being “taken 
back.” We decry the dog whistles of hate 
embedded in too much of today’s public 
discourse, which embolden and nod to the sort 
of hate and violence that was openly on display 
in Charlottesville. Even now we are encouraged 
by the many people of faith who joined with an 
interfaith group and others of good will to 
counter the hate that came to Charlottesville.  
 

We are encouraged by the many political 
leaders from all parties who named and spoke 
out against the viewpoints and the actions of the 
racist hate groups that organized the rally. We 
urge United Methodist Women and the entire 
church to speak out and resist fear, hate and 
scapegoating. This is our Christian witness. The 
Hebrew prophets declared God is “appalled” at 
silence in the face of injustice (Isaiah 59:14-16). 
Speaking up, participating in responses with 
others, standing without fear, living out our faith 
as we insist on racial justice is an essential 
component of our identity as United Methodist 
Women and as United Methodist Christians. As 

stated in the resolution, “Speaking Out for 
Compassion and Against Hate”:  
 

At a time of rising vitriol, racism, hate, and 
violence in the world born of deep economic 
crisis and global shifts, it is time for the church 
to speak out. If we do not, God will be appalled.  
We feel compelled to raise a prophetic voice 
challenging the climate of distrust, distortion of 
truth and fear, shifting the conversation to our 
common future. In many places, the level of 
anger has crossed a line in terms of civility. 
Whatever the disagreement about policy or 
program, this behavior is unacceptable. It 
represents a spiritual crisis that calls for us to 
respond by deepening our understanding of 
God’s call and filling our own deep yearnings for 
spiritual wholeness, that can empower us to 
love and compassion without giving up our 
responsibility to speak out for justice.    
 

We Urge United Methodist Women members to 
speak up for compassion and against hate and 
to organize against bigotry in their communities. 
  

Harriett Olson 
General Secretary/CEO, United Methodist 
Women 
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The Committee on Nominations (CON) has 
some awesome news.  As of this article, 
commitments for the various positions for 2018 
are filled as indicated on the  ballot. (See slate 
on page 9). We are still looking for two people 
for the Nominations Class of 2021 positions.  If 
you are undecided about being considered for 
one of these positions on nominations for 2021, 
pray about it; submit name at the annual 
conference or to CON with tenure record.   
The CON experienced a few anxious moments 
as it reached out to numerous district members 
who were completing terms of office. Members 
of the committee had to keep in mind 

Philippians 4:6 CEB. (Don’t 
be anxious about anything; 
rather bring up all of your 
requests to God in your 
prayers and petitions, 
along with giving thanks.)”  
The committee’s prayers were answered, and 
we give thanks to each one who said yes.   
Blessings to you all for all you do! 
Committee on Nominations 
Chairman, Burena Howard 
Joye Anderson 
Barb Rascher 

Committee on Nominations 

Burena Howard, ch. 
531 N 18th Street, East St. Louis  62205 

(618)271-6768 burena135@att.net  

Greetings from your Conference On Nominations Chairman:  

F
ai

th
 

H
o
p

e 
L
o
ve

 

Are You Going to Assembly? 

Then be sure to get your special IGRC UMW lanyard (see 

picture). This will be the way to identify all the women 

from Illinois Great Rivers Conference who are attending 

the Assembly May 18-20 in Columbus, Ohio. The cost per 

lanyard is $2.00 (checks made payable to IGRC  UMW. 

There will be lanyards available at the District Annual 

Meetings and at the Conference Annual Meeting on 

October 7. If they’re sold out at your Annual Meeting, you 

can still get one at the Conference Annual Meeting (or 

send your money with someone attending that meeting). 

We hope to see you in Columbus wearing your IGRC 

UMW lanyard!! 



 

The Br idge  Page 9  September 2017  

SLATE OF OFFICERS - 2018 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference United Methodist Women 

 
PRESIDENT 
Vote 

(  )  Camille McCaskill 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

(  )  Sue Coons 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
SECRETARY 
 
(  )  Mary Ann Harvey 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
TREASURER 
 
(  )  Louella Christensen 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
CHAIRMAN OF NOMINATIONS* 
 
(  )  Burena Howard 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 
(  )  Ellen Dixon 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 

 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Vote 

(  )  Caroline M. Jones 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
 
(  )  Pamela McDavid, Ph.D. 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTREACH 
 
(  )  Jan Corsaro 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 
(  )  Nina Drollinger 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 
 
(  )  Kay Fisher 
(  )  _____________________________ 
  
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
Burena Howard   Class of 2018* 
Barb Rascher    Class of 2018 
Helen DuFour   Class of 2019 
Jeannie Malone  Class of 2019 
Sandra Cooksey  Class of 2020 
Linda Dean   Class of 2020 

Vacant   Class of 2021 
Vacant   Class of 2021 
(  )  _____________________________ 
 
(  )  _____________________________ 
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What’s YOUR Legacy going to be? 

The Legacy Fund is a forward-looking 

permanent endowment that will uphold the 

work of future generations of United Methodist 

Women as they continue in mission with the 

women, children and youth of their day. Just 

as our founding sisters could not see what 150 

years would bring, we cannot imagine what 

the next 150 years will bring. However, that 

limitation did not frighten our founders, and it 

shouldn’t frighten us! 

We need to consider what OUR legacy will be 

to the next generations of United Methodist 

Women. Obviously, there will be many 

changes. Just as our founders could not 

envision our environment today, we cannot 

envision what the next 150 years will bring to 

UMW and the world. 

That’s why The Legacy Fund is an important 

opportunity for us to be sure that the journey 

continues long after we’re no longer walking 

the path.  

The Legacy Fund is an on-going drive to 
establish this endowment by 2019. We are 

urged not to see it as a one-time gift, but 
rather to see it as an on-going opportunity to 
ensure that United Methodist Women will be 
able to celebrate a 300th Anniversary of 
service. 

Why not plan multiple coffee hours, luncheons, 
teas, picnics, cook-outs, etc. to raise money 
for The Legacy Fund? It should be our 
“mission” to get the job done! 

You can give in a variety of ways: 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 Monday-Friday, 
8am – 5pm 

 By smartphone:  Text “Legacy 150” to 
41444 

 By check (make checks payable to “United 
Methodist Women” and send directly to: 
Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist 
Women, 475 Riverside Drive 15th floor, 
New York, NY, 10115. On the memo line, 
be sure to write “The Legacy Fund.” 

And watch for information on the UMW Day of 
Giving, March 23, 2018! 



 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
recently proposed a two-year delay on 
methane regulations needed to protect the 
health of the earth and the most vulnerable. 
As United Methodist Women, putting our faith, 
hope and love into action means taking 
seriously God’s call in Genesis to be stewards 
of God’s creation.  

EPA’s proposed delay needs to be opposed 
because: 

A delay will have severe health effects, 
especially on pregnant women and children. 

Methane regulation is critical to protecting 
public health. Oil and gas companies release 
millions of metric tons of methane into the air 
each year. When they release methane, they 
also release other dangerous gases and 
chemicals. Children miss 500,000 days of 
school nationally each year due to ozone 
smog resulting from oil and gas pollution.  

Preterm birth is the greatest contributor to 
infant death. A 2016 study of over 10,000 
births in northern and central of Pennsylvania 
shows mothers in the most active fracking 
areas were 40 percent more likely to give birth 
prematurely. 

The EPA acknowledges that that this stay 
could disproportionately impact the health of 
children. A two-year stay would mean that 
over 18,000 wells would not have methane 
regulations needed to protect over 200,000 
people living a half mile from these wells, of 
whom 51,000 are children. 

Delay will harm God’s earth. 

The EPA’s proposed delay poses a grave 

threat to our planet. Methane is 86 times more 
potent than carbon dioxide in trapping heat 
over a 20-year time frame. Higher methane 
levels in the air will precipitously increase the 
intensity and duration of heat, wildfires, heavy 
rain and drought and result in rising sea levels, 
global food and water shortages and unlivable 
conditions for humanity. 

Delay is bad stewardship of God’s resources. 

Being faithful stewards of God’s creation 
means conservation. Oil and gas companies 
can plug leaks, and low-cost ways to detect 
and fix leaks already exist. By fixing methane 
leaks in the United States, we can save about 
$1.5 billion worth of natural gas each year, 
enough to heat over 5 million American 
homes. And of course, we can demand that 
we transition to renewable energy sources—
there’s no such thing as a solar or wind spill! 

Make your voice heard!  

Join United Methodist Women in opposing any 
type of delay to the June 2016 methane 
regulation and urge the EPA to focus on doing 
what it was established to do: protect human 
health and the environment. Any stay on 
methane regulation sickens God’s creation. 

What can you do? 

Contact your Congress members so your 
elected officials know your concerns about 
methane.  

Subscribe to UMW Action Alerts: http://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts 

Follow the Be Just Be Green Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/bejustbegreen/ 
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Christina Krost is a United Methodist pastor’s wife, mother, educator, and Earth care advocate working for 
Faith in Place, the Illinois Affiliate of Interfaith Power & Light. She is also Be Just Be Green Jurisdiction 
Guide for United Methodist Women. She lives with her husband and three daughters in rural Illinois and 
blogs at 5Matches.com. When she’s not working, chasing children, or helping minister to churches she en-
joys reading, writing, and sneaking fair trade chocolate in her closet so she doesn’t have to share.  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christina.krost.9 
Twitter: @christinakrost  Instagram: @5matches 

Tell EPA to Enforce Methane Regulations 
(taken from UMW Action Alert) 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts
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United Methodist Women from 
all corners of Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
were among 180 people who gathered for the 
groundbreaking ceremony of Cunningham 
Children’s Home’s Education and Recreation 
Center (ERC) on Sunday, August 20th. 

Before the shovels hit the ground, special 
comments from Board President Janet 
Ruckman, President and CEO Marlin 
Livingston, and Doug 
Schroeder, a member 
of the Board and ERC 
Advisory Group, 
helped visualize the 
importance of the 
ERC - a project that 
that has been 
envisioned since the 
developed of a 
campus Master Plan 
more than 15 years 
ago.  

"This is definitely 
a day to celebrate," Marlin Livingston said at 
the event. "On this site, in a little over a year, 
we will open the doors on a brand new facility 
that will positively impact the lives of our kids 
and also the way our staff are able to work. We 
have amazing administrators, teachers, and 
school staff who work diligently to meet the 
needs of our students. We have specialists 
who offer art, music, and recreational therapy 
in order to impact the well being of our kids 
while teaching them important life skills. We 
have kitchen staff that organizes every meal 
with the goal of making them nutritious and 
delicious for each kid. All of these people will 
be under one roof; working together to make 
sure that every child thrives." 

As Marlin explained, the 50,000-square 
foot facility will include the Residential School, 
Day School, recreation facility, gymnasium, 
kitchen, and cafeteria. It will be located at the 
corner of Cunningham Avenue and Country 
Club Road, just east of the Residential 
Treatment Center, on the Urbana campus.  

In addition to the strong UMW presence, 
Cunningham Board and committee members, 
area community leaders, Cunningham donors 
and advocates, school staff, representatives 
from IGW Architecture and JohnCo 
Construction Company, and students from both 
Cunningham schools were smiling from ear-to-
ear as they took turns being photographed with 
the shovels and hard hats. 

"I vividly remember 
when Marlin 
(Livingston) took me 
on my first tour of 
Cunningham," Doug 
Schroeder said, "and 
just how different this 
place is and how 
special this place is. 
The challenges that 
Cunningham faces in 
trying to do things with 
buildings that are far 
past their prime ... it's 

silly. But the work that Marlin and the 
Cunningham staff have done is just 
tremendous." 

All of the students in Cunningham’s two 
schools – a residential school for youth in the 
residential treatment program and the day 
school for students who live at home but need 
additional support - need intensive special 
education services as well as therapeutic 
treatment for emotional and behavioral 
challenges. The ERC is designed to provide 
the highest quality, most appropriate 
educational environment for their unique 
needs. Cunningham’s exemplary programs and 
services will continue to help kids develop the 
learning and coping skills they need to 
complete high school and be successful in their 
communities.  

Enthusiasm for the project has been 
strong!  To date, 62% of the $8.5 million has 
been raised, which means fundraising will 
continue along with the construction process.  

(Continued on next page) 

UMW in Full Force at Cunningham’s 
ERC Groundbreaking 

The United Methodist Women of Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

was well represented at the ground breaking of the new 

Education and Recreation Center at Cunningham Children’s 

Home.  While the building goes up the fund-raising campaign will 

continue to support this important project.  To date the campaign 

has raised 62% of the $8.5 million goal. 



 

Membership 
Nurture and Outreach 
Caroline M Jones 
25 Elk Court, Washington, IL  61571 
(309) 453-3729 jonesteach1@att.net 

HELP!  HELP! HELP!  
Don’t forget to fill out 
your unit membership 

reports for your District Membership, 
Nurture, Outreach officer or District 
President.  This information is compiled and 
sent to the New York Office.  Also, please 
keep a list of your district members that 
includes their name, address, email (if 
having one), phone number, and the name 
of church attending (with the address of 
church). This information must also be sent 
to New York. 
 
Really important!  New Units:  District officers 
- Get a list of all the churches in your district - 
note the ones that do not have a UMW unit. 
Have the executive team choose one, two, or 
three churches in which to try and organize a 
unit just by sending information to the church. 
Some districts have asked their District 
Superintendents to give every church a 
brochure about the United Methodist Women. 
These brochures can be obtained on the 
United Methodist Women’s Website. 

 

REALLY – REALLY IMPORTANT!!!!! 
UNITS GOING INACTIVE and to DISTRICT 
OFFICERS!! 

If possible, visit the unit and find out exactly 
what are the issues. 

See if here is anything that can forestall this 
decision and offer help. 

Make provisions for them to stay in the loop 
by going to another unit, create a district 
unit, or link them to the Online 
Community. 

The unit must send a letter to the District 
President and Conference President 
stating that they are going inactive. This 
is to make sure of no misunderstanding 
about disbanding the unit. 

The funds that have been earned and left 
in treasure need to be sent to the District 
Treasure and everything is closed.  

Inactive units may not use the name 
United Methodist Women for any fund 
raising unless it is being sent to the 
district United Methodist Women 
Treasurer. 
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DEFINITIONS OF UNIT REPORTS 
CHARGE OR CLUSTER GROUP – a UMW group 
formed by women from more than one church when 
the number of women from a single church is too 
small to organize with a basic structure. 
 

DISTRICT UNIT – A group formed by women from 
different churches who choose to meet in locations 
other than a local church, such as on a college or 
university campus, in a retirement community, or in a 
local business area. 
 

DISTRICT MEMBER (ONLINE) – A woman who 
does not have a local or district organization to which 
she can belong. Upon approval of the district 
executive team, she becomes a district member. 
Through the district, she learns about the events and 
resources of UMW and makes  Pledge to Mission. 

Please be part of providing kids a 
better environment to heal, learn and 
grow by contacting Sharla Jolly 
(217.337.9073) or Tim Manard 
(217.337.9071) or more information about 
giving opportunities.  Every gift helps! 

Check out the Cunningham website 
at cunninghamhome.org and follow on 
Facebook for regular updates on the 
ERC's construction and ongoing 
fundraising efforts.  Hope begins here. 
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Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

 

I WANT TO PERSONALLY INVITE YOU TO ASSEMBLY IN 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

May 18-20, 2018 

United Methodist Women is celebrating its 150
th
 anniversary of women putting their faith into 

action by donating their money and time to help women, children and youth nation-and worldwide.  

“The Power of Bold” will be the Assembly theme.  Throughout this inspirational and educational 

weekend, participants will revisit the journey of Mary, who boldly risked safety and security to 

answer yes to God’s call to service. 

The 2018 Assembly is particularly momentous in that it marks both the official 

celebration of the organization’s 150
th
 anniversary and a return to the location of the first 

Assembly in 1942. St. Louis was the original site for that first Assembly, but the women 

moved their meeting to Columbus because St. Louis would not allow white women and 

black women to congregate in the same space. They boldly united and switched to a 

location where ALL women could meet, worship and stay together. 

Past keynote speakers at Assembly have included PBS News Hour host Judy 

Woodruff, Worldwide YWCA General Secretary Nyaradzayi Gumbonzvanda, Grammy-

award winner CeCe Winans and more.  

When women unite, bold and courageous actions happen. In 1869, eight women 

came together to send a woman doctor and woman teacher to India and formed the 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.  One hundred and fifty years later, that society is the 

largest faith-based women’s mission organization in the world. United Methodist Women 

has, is and will be a unique movement for transformation in our church and our world.   

Assembly 2018 is a time for fellowship and opportunity to empower faithful women to 

be stronger discipleship leaders in their communities. Through moving worship services, 

inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits and riveting workshops and town 

hallstyle meetings, you will leave Assembly with the knowledge, courage and determination 

to change the world as part of this daring and compassionate 150-year-old movement.  I 

know you are a BOLD woman and that you will want to attend this life-changing event. 

Please join us in May 2018. 

 

Sincerely, 

Camille McCaskill,  
President,  

Illinois Great Rivers Conference United Methodist Women 

 

See more details on the next few pages! 



 

WHY SHOULD I ATTEND? 

Assembly 2018 will be a forum for United Methodist 
Women members, new friends and partners to gather, 

worship and learn about the needs of women, children and 
youth in the 21st century. We will be claiming our 150-year 

history as women who know how to organize and serve and 
are willing to be challenged to grow in our faith as we build 

deeper connections with one another, church leaders and 
partners in the work of justice for all God’s children. 

Assembly will offer an incredible personal faith journey through community building, training for 
action, and visioning a movement for the future. Bold and courageous ventures await us! 

Preliminary Schedule: 

Thursday, May 17, 2018      Sunday, May 20, 2018 

9 a.m. Ubuntu Day of Service (additional fee)   9 a.m. Community Gathering 

Late afternoon – Public Action, please attend!    Assembly ends at noon 

(no additional fee) 

Friday and Saturday, May 18-19, 2018 

9 a.m. Community Gathering 

Workshops & Experience Hall 

7 p.m. Community Gathering 

RATES 

Registration opens Sept. 1, 2017 and closes April 9, 2018 

 

*Early rate does not apply to mail-in forms due to their associated costs. 

In a continued effort to protect the environment and reduce our printed resources, registration, 

event confirmation and updates will be handled online.  Register early and online to receive your 

discount. A registration acknowledgement will be emailed to you, so remember to check your email 

for updates. 

United Methodist Women is an equal opportunity organization that actively seeks diverse 

event program leadership using EEOC standards which include age, race and regional 

representation giving priority to women. 

www.umwassembly.org 

United Methodist Women, Inc. 475 Riverside Drive, 15
th

 Floor, New York, NY 10115 

(Hotel information on next page!) 

Early Online Registration 9/1/17 – 11/30/17 
(Midnight PST) 

$295.00 

Online Registration 12/1/17 -4/9/18 
(Midnight PST) 

$330.00 

Paper mail-In form* 9/1/17 - 4/9/18 $330.00 

Ubuntu Day of Service 
(optional) 

Filled until capacity $60.00 

Registration 

Registration for the Assembly will open 

Sept. 1, 2017 
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http://www.umwassembly.org


 

Hotel Information 

The following hotels have reserved blocks for Assembly.  
Please note, United Methodist Women will not be handling 
conference hotel blocks.  Individuals or groups may contact 
hotels directly to plan their stay and reserve sub-blocks.  
Please indicate that you are part of the United Methodist 
Women Assembly room block when calling to make 
reservations. 

(Rates do not include state and local taxes, which are added to each room rate) 

 
*Shuttle service will be provided between the hotel and the convention center.   

+Enclosed walkways are available to the convention center. 

Hotel Name Room Rate Contact for Sub-Blocks Reservations 

Crowne*+ $158 Robin Allen, 614-461-2651 800-338-4462 

Drury Inn & Suites Co-
lumbus Convention 
Center+ 

$159 standard, $179 suite Ashaley McCullough-
Jordan or Kate Shannon, 
800-436-1147 

800-436-1147 

Hampton Inn & Suites* $154 standard, $169 suite Megan Duty, 614-559-2000 614-559-2000 

Hilton Columbus 
Downtown+ 

$157 Christina Costilow, 614-384
-8600 Christina.Costilow 
@Hilton.com 

614-384-8600 or 800
-445-8667 

Holiday Inn Columbus 
Downtown Capitol 
Square* 

$154 Sandi Hill, 614-221-3281 
ext. 7400 

614-221-3281 

Hyatt Regency Colum-
bus+ (IGRC UMW 
Preferred Hotel) 

$159 Christine Wise, 614-280-
3149 Chris-
tine.wise@hyatt.com 

614-463-1234 

Red Roof* $123 Judy Leonard, 614-224-
6539 ext. 460 jleon-
ard@redroof.com 

614-224-6539 

Sheraton Columbus at 
Capitol Square* 

$139 Lauren Doran, 614-365-
4582 

800-325-3535 

                          IGRC UMW - Count Me In    

Make your pledge to attend 2018 Assembly now!  Fill in the information below and send to 
Nina Drollinger, Conference Secretary of Program Resources and Conference Assembly 
Liaison (181 N 2800E Rd, Rankin  60960, ninald2017@gmail.com. 

We will be sure to send you updates. 

First Name __________________________Last Name____________________________ 
 
E-mail___________________________________________District_____________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________ 
 
City, St, Zip_________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone (H)__________________________(C)___________________________ 
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Registration Form 
IGRC UMW  Annual Meeting Celebration – Saturday, October 7, 2017 – Reservation deadline is  

September 23, 2017. 
Registration Fee $20 includes Lunch - Make Check Payable to IGRC UMW  

Name______________________________________ Unit Name_________________________________ 

Address______________________________________City/State/Zip_____________________________ 

Telephone Number_________________________ District _____________________________________ 

Check One:   Bishop __Clergy___District Supt.___Conf. Officer___District Officer __Local Unit Officer __ 
  UMW Member ___ Non-UMW Member ____ Missionary___ Deaconess____ 
Send Check to:   Mary Ann Harvey,  Conference Treasurer,  3601 25th Street, Rock Island, IL   61201  

(or obtain ticket from a District Treasurer) 
Daycare will be available upon request. Contact Diane Goff, (618)375-7824 or dianehgoff@hotmail.com 
Number of children needing daycare __________________    Age(s) ______________________________ 
Please provide a sack lunch for each child.     

Illinois Great Rivers Conference  

United Methodist Women 

21st Annual Celebration 
Saturday , October 7, 2017 

Springfield First United Methodist Church 

2941 S. Koke Mill Road, Springfield, IL 62711-9651 

 

The Message is on Your Lips and in Your Heart! 

 

 

 

 

 
Speaker:  Bishop Frank J. Beard 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Fellowship-  9:00 a.m.  Program- 9:40 – 3:00 p.m.  Registration fee:  $20.00  
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The newsletter of IGRC UMW 

Published at Wesley UMC 

500 N Cleveland Ave 

Bradley, IL 60915 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete 

issue, - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information! 

Robbing the Poor and Trampling the Needy? 
What policies have created the great divide in income and wealth in the United States and 

around the world?  Why does poverty affect people by gender and race?  Are we as a church failing 
to support the poor and challenge the rich as we are called to do?  Perhaps most importantly:  what 

is your role in this? 
 

PERSONAL GROWTH STUDY FOR 2017: 

Overworked and Undervalued 

Women, Race and the Economy 

An Economic Justice Study 

See your district calendar for updated information. These districts have their seminars 

scheduled for this fall: 

ILLINOIS:  October 28 at Elmwood   IROQUOIS:  November 4 at Rankin 
LAMOINE:  October 17 at Camp Point 

 

Knowledge ↔ Understanding ↔ Action 

WHEN WOMEN UNITE,   

                 BOLD AND COURAGEOUS   

                       ACTIONS HAPPEN 


