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What is the purpose of this program? 
 
This program is intended to enhance the ability of churches to move forward in ministry as they 
fulfill the mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. In the 
unique circumstances of the past couple months, many churches have taken proactive steps to 
fulfill their mission. The Committee on Congregational Development wants to come alongside 
these churches to increase their capacity to move forward in ministry in the coming months 
and years by offering this forgivable loan program.  
 
What are “proactive steps to move forward in ministry”? 
 
Any step(s) the church is taking to expand the fulfillment of its mission to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world in this time of “shelter in place” and “social 
distancing.” It may include, but is not limited to, messages, worship, and Bible study that are 
taking place either in online platforms or via conference calling. The steps should show the 
church is moving forward in ministry to fulfill its mission, even though it has needed to adjust its 
methodology, in this unique time. 
 
Our church is on a multi-point charge. Do we apply as a charge or as a church? 
 
Each church must apply separately.  
 
Is our church eligible for this program? 
 
Any IGRC church is eligible and, if the church completes the full online application, will receive 
the maximum amount for which that church is eligible unless: 

• The church paid 0% of their apportionments for the three-year period of 2017-2019 

• The church has not taken any proactive step(s) to move forward in ministry to fulfill the 
mission of the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world since “shelter in place” began. 

 



How much will our church receive through the program? 
 
If the Church Council has voted to accept the terms of the loan program and the church has 
completed the online application, its loan will be equal to 4.5% of the total sum of 
apportionment dollars the church paid to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) for the 
years 2017 through 2019. There is a search engine at the bottom of the web page 
(www.igrc.org/forward). If a church’s GCFA Number is entered, the search will confirm the 
amount of forgivable loan that your church may be eligible to receive. 
 
Are there restrictions on how the funds are utilized? Will our church need to provide reports 
as to the use of the funds? 
 
There are no restrictions as to how the funds can be used. The loan funds are intended to 
enhance ability of your church to move forward in ministry, so the use is solely at the discretion 
of your Church Council. No reports are required, although we do hope to hear stories from 
churches about how the churches continue to expand their fulfillment of the mission in the 
coming months. We hope that when we ask for stories, many churches will respond so all who 
read and hear the stories can be encouraged. 
 
If we apply, how much of our church’s 2020 Forward in Ministry Forgivable Loan will be 
forgiven? 
 
If the church ceases to be an IGRC church before July 1, 2021, the church must repay the full 
loan no later than the date of cessation. 
 
For IGRC churches, the percent of the church’s apportionments paid for 2020 (received by the 
IGRC Office of Finance and Administration no later than January 10, 2021) will be the percent of 
the loan that is forgiven. If a church pays 100% of its 2020 apportionments, 100% of the loan 
will be forgiven. If the church pays 75% of its 2020 apportionments, 75% of the loan will be 
forgiven and 25% of the loan balance will become due. 
 
How complex is the online application process? 
 
It is designed to be as simple as possible while gathering the basic information needed to allow 
the processing of potentially hundreds of loans as quickly as possible. 
 
The specific information asked in the online application can be found at the bottom of this 
document. It will be helpful to gather all information required before seeking to complete the 
application. 
 
Due to the way this loan program will be processed, ALL applications MUST be submitted 
online at https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2020FMFL.  This can be completed from a computer, 
tablet, or even a smartphone. 
 

http://www.igrc.org/forward
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2020FMFL


When is the application deadline? 
 
11:59 PM on June 15, 2020. This is a firm deadline. For a church to receive loan funds, the 
online application must be completed in full by this date. 
 
Will our church’s application impact what other churches are eligible to receive? 
 
No. The Committee on Congregational Development intentionally designed this program so 
that there will be funds available for every church which is eligible and applies by the deadline. 
 
When will our church receive the loan for which we qualify? 
 
If accurate information is provided in the application process (especially GCFA number and 
email addresses), the payouts for all churches which qualify will be processed no later than July 
15, 2020.  
 
What information is needed to submit the church’s online application?  
 
Here are the fields on the application form: 

• Church GCFA Number: This is found on charge conference forms and on the monthly 
apportionment remittance form. The number for all but a very few (less than 10) IGRC 
churches starts with a “5.” 

• Church name 

• City 

• District 

• Church Council Chair’s name 

• Church Council Chair’s email address 

• Pastor’s name 

• Pastor’s email address 

• Has the Church Council adopted a motion to apply for this loan and to agree to its 
terms? (Yes/No) 

• Since March 1, 2020, has this church taken proactive step(s) to move forward in ministry 
to fulfill its mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world? 
(Yes/No) 

• Briefly describe the proactive step(s) this church has taken: 
 
Take great care to enter the information in the online form accurately, especially the GCFA 
Number and the email addresses. Any mistakes in the application will impede the ability for 
your church’s loan to be processed accurately and in a timely manner 
 
 
If you have additional questions, contact Rev. Mike Crawford, Coordinator of Congregational 
Development at mcrawford@igrc.org.  
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