Embarras River District Newsletter

August,2017

President – Carol Kessler
P.O. Box 321, Shelbyville, IL 62565
(217)774-5318, dckess@consolidated.net

Whew! Some hot weather out there. A man coming out of a cool restaurant said he waited all winter for
this. Maybe you did also. For me and most of you, we are thankful for air-conditioning and a nice place
to be in it until the weather changes. Change will happen, some welcome and some not so welcome.
Changes within your local unit are hopefully seeing new faces, trying new mission projects, serving God
by serving others, etc. At the district level, you will see changes in officers while others stay the same.
This may mean changes in how things are done as we serve together. The conference and national also
is changing and asking us to dig deeper into our pockets for what they deem are proper and necessary
things to do from what is already done. As United Methodist Women we are used to saying, when
asked for more, that we will step out in faith and get it done. Of course, all are not able to give even
more. You are the grass roots that drive everything else. Please handle prayerfully.
We have worked on the calendar for 2018 and Carol Martin is looking for locations and programs. Please
offer your church and unit for hosting or ideas for programs. I always enjoy getting together in our
groups of smiling faces where we all have that common goal of serving our Lord through mission giving
in so many ways. I sure wonder how people feel that do not have such a goal for their lives.
I must say also that you have shown such an overwhelming expression of sympathy and prayers during
my husband’s illness and passing. I look at the cards sent, the gifts given, and the faces remembered
from the visitation and funeral, meetings, and chance encounters and think how so very blessed I am.
You and others have been God-sent. Thank you so very much. You get me through.
So, continue doing what you can with that smile on your face and a mission in your heart, forever
upholding our purpose and having Hope, Love, and Faith in Action.
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Vice President – Carol Martin
1004 W. Evergreen Avenue, Effingham, IL 62401
(217)342-5886, cmartin98@aol.com

Secretary – Nancy Sperry
212 E. South Street, Nokomis, IL 62075
(217)563-2950, nlsperry@consolidated.net

Spiritual Growth - Searoba Mascher
15776 N. Oakcrest Rd., Marshall, IL 62441
(217)826-2530, smascher@frontier.com
As I write this, we are experiencing a heat wave. It is 96; feels like 102. With no rain,
the garden has to be watered. Due to this year’s strange spring, my garden is a little
late, but today I had fresh green beans, onions, and picked my first ripe tomato. God is good!
Some thoughts from my “Devotions in the Garden”. From Genesis 8:22 “While the earth remains; seeds
and harvest; cold and heat; winter and summer; and day and night shall not cease”.
I guess it’s human nature, we are rarely satisfied with the weather. In the summer we complain about
the heat and humidity; in the winter, it’s too cold. When it rains, we want the sun to shine and if there
are too many sunny days, we complain that it’s too dry. God knows that our hearts are fickle yet He
never stops pursuing us. In the above verse is His promise that He will never destroy the earth again
until Christ comes. That promise also means that in this season of God’s history, we can return to Him,
commune with Him and receive His blessing. Each of these earthly four seasons brings opportunities of
its’ own, so instead of complaining, we need to listen as God leads us through our spiritual season and
shares His opportunities for our spiritual growth. Amen.
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Treasurer – Louella Christensen
200 E. Wurl Lane, Altamont, IL 62411
(618)315-8020, mail2lou@mac.com
Can you believe it’s almost time for school to start? Where has the summer gone?
In fact, where has this year gone? As we reflect on how fast the days flash by, I
hope we are all making a special effort to keep track of how close we are to meeting our mission giving
goals. As of today, Embarras River District United Methodist Women have given a total of $15,339.41 in
the five mission giving channels and mission pennies. EVERY PENNY COUNTS! Here’s a quick review of
our 2017 Conference-wide Financial Goals:
1) Meet our pledge. Our 2017 District mission pledge is $33,000. To meet the pledge, we need an
additional $17,660.59 in the five mission giving channels and mission pennies between now and
November 20th (when the last remittance is due). Please don’t let mission money sit idle in your account.
Get it out there and working for women, children and youth by sending in a quarterly remittance. IT’S
NOT MISSION MONEY UNTIL WE SEND IT IN!
2) 100% of units contribute to the Pledge channel.
So far, 19 of our 21 units have contributed to Pledge. Is your unit one of the 19? IT’S NOT MISSION
MONEY UNTIL WE SEND IT IN!
3) 90% of units contribute to World Thank Offering.
So far, 8 of our 21 units have contributed to World Thank Offering. Is your unit one of the 8? IT’S NOT
MISSION MONEY UNTIL WE SEND IT IN!
4) 55% of units become Five Star or Rainbow Units.
It’s not about getting an award. We want every unit to give in all five channels because this is what
funds our mission work throughout the United States and the world. It takes as little as $52 to prime the
pump and make Five Star ($1 donation in Pledge, $40 donation or for pin in Special Mission Recognition,
$5 donation or for card in Gift to Mission, $5 in Gift in Memory, and $1 donation in World Thank
Offering). So far, 5 units have given in all five channels and met this goal. Is your unit one of the 5?
Have you sent in your quarterly remittance so you can be counted? IT’S NOT MISSION MONEY UNTIL
WE SEND IT IN!
ONE LAST THING… It’s almost time for you to set your 2018 Unit Pledge Estimate. Please let me know
by September 12th how much your unit plans to give next year in the five mission giving channels. I need
to prepare your pledge card for the September 19th District Annual Meeting. Come say “Hi” to me at the
card table that day! I’ll have mission giving updates for all the Treasurers at my table. Stay cool!
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Program Resources – Rose and Sabrina Lyttle
607 Chestnut Street, Marshall, IL 62441
(217)264-6003, lyttlenlaw@live.com

Hello again! The year 2017 seems to be flying by. Already the year is half over. Please keep on reading
for your enjoyment and for those ladies so inclined keep track of your titles. Remember your unit will
receive credit at the end of the year if reading program criteria is met.
I was invited to Robinson Zion/Oak Ridge unit’s July meeting. I truly enjoyed seeing many new faces. I
was able to speak to them about the Reading Program and also my newest project (sleeping mats for
homeless individuals). What a wonderful time of fellowship.
Should anyone have questions about our reading program, please let me know. I know there are books
available to suit every interest. Our books will make you laugh, think harder, cry and sometimes even
get angry. Ladies, have you read a book that has you feeling any of these emotions? Recommend it to a
friend. Join a book club, start a book club or read to a child. We have some really great children’s books
too. What else can I say? Read!!!!!
A Blessed Day to All, Rose and Sabrina Lyttle

Nominations – Joan Miller
2176 E. 600 North Road, Mode, IL 62444
(217)774-4390

Soon it will be time to elect unit officers for 2018. Do not ask a member to fill an office as a favor to you
or to “just fill an office”. If a unit chooses not to elect new officers, that is okay too. Just ask God what is
best for your unit.
The 2018 District Ballot is in this newsletter. Thanks to the ones that agreed to take an office. Thanks to
those who considered an office but couldn’t because of other commitments.
Every member of Embarras River District United Methodist Women is important!
Joan Miller
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2018 Embarras River District United Methodist Women Ballot
Co-Presidents

Education and Interpretation

Jane Casey

Linda Trent

______________________________

______________________________

Pat Hildebrand

Membership, Nurture and Outreach

______________________________

Ione Elliott

Vice President

______________________________

Carol Martin

Program Resources

______________________________

Rose and Sabrina Lyttle

Secretary

______________________________

Nancy Sperry

Cunningham CH Reps

______________________________

Carol Kessler

Treasurer

______________________________

Rhonda Whitaker

Christina Krost

______________________________

______________________________

Chair of Nominations

Lessie Bates Davis Reps

Joan Miller

Evelyn Icenogle

______________________________

______________________________

Communications

Jo Sanders

Cheryl Murphy

______________________________

______________________________

Committee on Nominations
Class of 2018 – Joan Miller

Spiritual Growth

______________________________

Sheryl Brandenburg

Class of 2019 – Anna Jean Rhodes

______________________________

______________________________

Social Action

Class of 2020 – Kate Dickens

Shirley Harder

______________________________

______________________________
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Education & Interpretation – Linda Trent
734 22nd Street, Charleston, IL 61920
(618)262-1501, lindaytrent@gmail.com

Extra Mile Giving is being asked of IGRC United Methodist Women
CCH EDUCATION AND RECREATION CENTER
Cunningham’s campaign for the new Education and Recreation Center (ERC) is building momentum, with
groundbreaking set for late August 2017. After years of careful planning, Cunningham Children’s Home
is now looking forward to providing “our” kids with a school building that is designed specifically with their
needs in mind.
With this in mind, the IGRC UMW Conference Team would like to support this project by furnishing one
of two Conference Rooms in the new building at a cost of $30,000. We are asking units (and individual
members, too) to step-out-in-faith to make this a reality. There are 333 UMW units in our conference and
each unit is being asked to pledge a minimum of $75+ (ideally $100 each if possible) between now and
May 2018. Kay Fisher will have a flyer and more information on this at the Annual Meeting in October.
Pray about this! Talk it up in your units! Pray some more! Make a commitment!
It’s only through the motivation, commitment, and support of many generous donors such as United
Methodist Women that the ERC is becoming a reality.
“But do not forget to do good and to share for with such sacrifices God is well-pleased.” – Hebrews 13:16
BOLD AND COURAGEOUS ACTIONS HAPPEN
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY MAY 18-20, 2018
GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER
COLUMBUS, OHIO
United Methodist Women Assembly 2018 is a time for fellowship; it is also an opportunity to empower
faithful women to be stronger discipleship leaders in their communities. Through moving worship,
inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, riveting workshops and town hall-style meetings,
members will leave Assembly with the knowledge, courage and determination to change the world as
part of a daring and compassionate 150 year-old movement.
Each conference is being asked to contribute $1000 (approx. $3 to $4 per unit). Some units may be able
to contribute more to off-set units that are unable to make a gift at this time. The $1000 will be used for
grants.
“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.” - Galatians
6:9
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150th ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW has set a goal of $60 million for the Legacy Fund to carry forward our mission of service and
advocacy with women, children, and youth in the United States and around the world for the next 150
years. We are already off to a good start, having secured $17.4 million for the fund – nearly 1/3 of the
goal. There will be a “special thrust” at the Annual Meeting in October! Watch for details from Sue
Coons.
“Honor the Lord with your wealth then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats bursting with
wine.” Proverbs 3: 9-10
OUR CONFERENCE, OUR KIDS
Because the Nearest Thing to Heaven Is a Child
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is embarking on a mission closer to home this year as the Our
Conference, Our Kids campaign got underway during the All-Conference Dinner on Friday, June 9 during
the 2017 Annual Conference.
The 2016 Annual Conference took up the challenge to raise $2.5 million to endow the spiritual life
programs at each of the Conference’s five child welfare agencies – The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham
Children’s Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Spero Family Services (formerly the United
Methodist Children’s Home).
The campaign is critical as the lack of a state budget has resulted in payment delays to the five agencies
for services they have provided. As budgets get tighter, tough fiscal decisions must be made in order for
the agencies to stay afloat.
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is taking the spiritual life of children “off the table” by endowing the
spiritual life programs at each of the five agencies. The endowment will be used to finance this vital
ministry that transforms the lives of children and youth, many of whom come from the counties within
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
The three-year campaign began at the 2017 Annual Conference and will conclude at the 2020 Annual
Conference session.
As United Methodist Women we are being asked to support the campaign by encouraging our respective
congregation(s) to make a pledge to this campaign! Churches are to let our District Superintendent know
what amount they will commit to by August 3, 2017! Downloadable brochures and bulletin inserts are
available on the igrc.org website (see Our Conference, Our Kids). We can do this, too!
“It is more blessed to give, than to receive.” – Acts 20:35
SIDE NOTE: Please write our State Representatives that voted “yes” and thank them for passing a state
budget. If they voted “no” write and ask them why.
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Did Your Unit Participate in A Call To
Prayer and Self-Denial?
Each year, nearly a quarter of a million women die worldwide
from preventable causes relating to pregnancy and childbirth.
Approximately 19,000 children die every day from treatable
diseases such as diarrhea and tuberculosis. The women and
children’s health Millennium Development Goals (MDGs 4 and 5)
saw the least progress in the last 15 years. United Methodist
Women, as a faith-based women’s organization, recognized this
issue as a critical area of concern and priority.
Historically, also, healthcare for women and children has been at the heart of United Methodist Women
since the organization was founded in the 1800s. Our foremothers chose to act to save women’s lives.
They chose to build hospitals and clinics, to train women and girls to serve as doctors and nurses, and to
send missionaries to initiate the work.
Today, United Methodist Women continue to support the health and family needs of women and
children around the globe. Despite these efforts, maternal and child mortality remains a significant
global challenge.
The 2017 offering received from the Call to Prayer and Self-Denial observance will be used to support
programming and advocacy for the health of mothers and their children. Programs may include but are
not limited to:












Prenatal and post-partum care.
Reproductive health—family planning, cancer screening and healthy childbirth.
Access to healthcare.
Educational opportunities in medical fields.
Child protection.
Crisis ministries for women who are victims of violence at home or during periods of war and
conflict.
Advocacy for equity in law and services for women and children.
Informal educational workshops on healthy living for teens at risk, lactating mothers who are
HIV-positive, mothers who need new ideas on nutrition and basic health, hygiene and disease
prevention.
Trauma and mental health counseling.
Advocacy and education around the impact of the environment on maternal and child health.

One hundred percent of every offering goes directly to maternal and child health programs and
advocacy.
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Social Action – Shirley Harder
403 E. Lincoln Avenue, Altamont, IL 62411
(618)483-5339, harders57@yahoo.com
WHAT WOULD THE CHURCH LOOK LIKE IF WOMEN, CHILDREN AND YOUTH WERE
SEEN AS CHILDREN OF GOD WITH SACRED WORTH?
Through our missions we focus on Social Action issues to help these people. One issue of our current
concern is helping women, children and youth throughout the world with valuable HEALTH CARE.
Other areas of Social Action are: Domestic Violence, Economics Justice, Global Justice/Peace, Human
Trafficking, Immigration Justice, Peace Building, Racial Justice and Women's Rights.
The above may sound like national issues but they do include local issues and it is up to us to be
informed. All of these titles have some relations with our families.
Maybe your unit will be able to locate a person or program that will inform your members. If your unit
has already zeroed in on any of the above, please share what you found or learned with the other Social
Action officers in our district.

Membership, Nurture and Outreach –
Ione Elliott
2154 E. 1200 North Rd., Shelbyville, IL 62565
(217)774-4852, eyeown2012@gmail.com
Hello Everyone! It really has been a hot summer, but so thankful we are getting
some relief from the heat, especially since our Shelby County 4-H Fair is going
on this week as I write this.
Tools and Tips





Send birthday cards to prospective members and cards to new mothers. (Gift in Mission Cards
are great choices for these cards!)
Wear your name tags during UMW meetings and provide them for visitors so you can greet each
person by name.
Be open to others’ opinions.
Say “Thank You” at every opportunity.

I hope to see you at our Annual Meeting in Paris on Tuesday, September 19th. Remember to tell nonmembers to “Just come and see!” God Bless! Ione
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Communications – Cheryl Murphy
17100 Quality Lime Rd #45, Marshall, IL 62441
(734)536-5969, cmariemurph@gmail.com
I hope that everyone is enjoying the summer, spending time with family and
friends. We have received a letter from our new UMW Unit in Martinsville! They
have taken up the call to “re-form” their unit and have been busy fulfilling their mission since June.
They have several wonderful projects in the works. We can truly be inspired by their dedication and
enthusiasm! Here is their letter. (I have had to shorten it a little for this issue, noted by the “…” marks.)

New Unit “Reformed” at Martinsville UMC
I am Debra Baird and I was driven to form a new U.M.W. unit at the Martinsville United Methodist
Church. That is where this journey started. Few facts you need to know: most people believe in our
community thinks our church is basically an inactive church in this community. Second the community
was correct in their thinking until the first of June 2017. What changed? A small group of two wanted
our church to be in medical terms be resuscitated. So I wrote to the District Superintendent and he
guided me to information on where to start. So where did we start?
Dawn Wallace and I scanned the small congregation and thought who are the disciples in our
church? Who steps up to help when our Pastor Karen needs help? We picked two basically because that
was all there was that was working as a disciple. These are people doing good things in our community,
trying to invite/get more people involved in the church. …We started asking people if they would be
interested in signing up as part of the new United Methodist Women's group. Some people signed up
and got their membership card.
We started a U.M.W. Facebook group. Within two weeks we had 40 people as members of the group.
Now we have 62 members with an average of 114 followers. If you have not visited the group please
feel to do so. I will caution you it is not a common website, but we need to attract the demographic
ages of teenagers to people in their nineties. Each post has a message. Our measurable outcome was
not the number of people joining or following. The measurable outcome was does the Facebook group
interact? Do people respond to the post? The answer is yes. …
Nowhere did I see that we had to rely on our congregation or our own community for donations, so I
have made calls to people in the Chicago area to California for a donation. These are friends that we
have support in different causes they support. One doctor from Chicago has pledged $2000.00 for
children missionary and outreach. We told him not to send the check until we have a Trustees
meeting. By July 10th we had a little over $3000.00 in our account. Money is good but we also have had
people donate items. Wal-Mart is donating items for children. They will be sent to one of the U.M.W.
homes that need help with supplies for their children. First Sunday of the month for the next three
months the church will be doing a free community lunch. We are renting inflatable for the event and
they gave us a discount and required no holding amount and if it rains nothing is owed.
Each month will have a theme for donations. Yes I know it is not part of the purpose but it was our
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test. People in the community love their pets. So June is pet drive month. We have a big recycling bin
and it is full of items and food. Material was donated to make blankets for the dogs. Material wise we
have about $800 to $1,000. We also sent money to the D.A.V. for service/therapy dogs and two no kill
shelters this area. That got the communities interest peaked and we had two veterans who are unchurched donate to our group. July will be children's month. …
Each month we will do a fundraiser with local area woman doing in home businesses to help bring
additional income. At the same time there will be an event. July fundraiser will be with Pink Zebra and
we will have a free jewelry exchange the same night.
We have a president, vice president, treasurer and secretary in place. We are now ready to work the
purpose and be recognized in our community as an active church and doing missions for the community
as well.
God Bless, Debra Baird, Dawn Wallace, Carol Pringle, and Lori Hawkins
Debra also updated us on their upcoming projects – They are dedicating the month of August to Lessie
Bates Davis Neighborhood House! They are asking for professional women's clothing to take to LBDNH,
plus she sells cosmetics and got her company to donate cosmetics for the women to have! They have
also been collecting first aid supplies for kids from a pharmacy
We welcome our new sisters to our Embarras District UMW!

One last note: Please make sure your unit fills out the “Officers List for 2018” update form and returns
it to me by October 1st or earlier, if possible. Thank you in advance!

Lessie Bates Davis Representatives –
Evelyn Icenogle and Margie Eisenbarth
Evelyn Icenogle

Margie Eisenbarth

1157 Co. Rd. 1450 E.

623 South Pine

Toledo, IL 62468

Nokomis, IL 62075

(217)849-3007

(217)563-8807

sueicenogle@outlook.com

eisenbarth5@hotmail.com

On June 29th, a carload of adult clothing and household goods donated by several in the Embarras
District UMW was taken to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St. Louis. The Mission has
continued to provide all their services to children, youth, young adults, families and the elderly under
the leadership of the new president, CEO Chris Coleman.
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The items we are being asked to the Fall Annual Meeting on September 19th at Paris are as follows: All
types of cleaning supplies including mops, brooms, buckets, all-purpose cleaners, plastic gloves, dish
detergent, bleach, laundry detergent, and the like.
Thank you all for your support of the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House mission project!

Cunningham Home Representatives –
Jo Sanders and Bessie Slifer
Jo Sanders

Bessie Slifer

22600 E. Hwy. 40

2194 E. 300 North Rd.

Marshall, IL 62441

Mode, IL, 62444

(217)826-6096

(217)774-4887

jws62441@gmail.com

bessieslifer@hofnetinc.com

We received a letter from Ginger McKee at Cunningham Home. She writes:
Hope your summer is going well! Wanted to let you know the hope gift for Embarras River District’s fall
meeting is Men’s Body Wash. (The) most needed gift cards are: Amazon, Walmart, Dollar Store, Target,
TJ Maxx, (and) McDonald’s. I also wanted to share a quick story with you about Derrick…
Derrick has been in Cunningham’s residential treatment program for several years and is now ready to
move on to a more independent living arrangement in the community. In a message to our entire staff,
he wrote:
“Thank you so much for taking care of me when no one else wanted to…I thank you for all the
times you helped me through all my problems. I thank you for all the knowledge you gave me about
life…You guys made it easier for me to live here. You guys made me love this place. It was you guys that
made me the great man I am today.”
I’m sharing Derrick’s words with you because his gratefulness extends to all who have given him hope
and opportunity for the future. On behalf of all of our kids, thanks so much for believing in them.
Thanks, Ginger
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Officers List for 2018
Send the list of your local unit officers as they will be printed in the Embarras River District UMW Directory, due date October 1st or as soon as
possible. Send your list to: Cheryl Murphy, 17100 Quality Lime Rd. #45, Marshall, IL, 62441, or email to cmariemurph@gmail.com. Please check
information for changes in addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses. Write or print clearly. List any other officers on the back side,
including Circle officers.

2018 Officers

Unit (Church):_______________________________________

Membership, Nurture and Outreach:______________________

Number of Members:_________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

Town:________________________________________________

Phone:______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Pastor:______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Church/Pastor’s Email:_________________________________

Education and Interpretation:____________________________

President :___________________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Street:____________________________________ __________

Town:________________________________________________

Town:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________

Communications:_______________________________________

Vice President:_______________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Street:____________________________________ __________

Town:________________________________________________

Town:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________

Program Resources:____________________________________

Secretary:____________________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Town:________________________________________________

Town:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________

Nominating Chair:_______________________________________

Treasurer:____________________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Town:________________________________________________

Town:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________

Spiritual Growth:_______________________________________

Social Action:_________________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Street:_______________________________________________

Town:________________________________________________

Town:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________
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EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT
U M W ANNUAL MEETING

A COMMUNITY OF WOMEN
Tuesday, September 19, 2017
Paris First United Methodist Church
324 W. Court St., Paris IL
Registration and Welcome, Food at 9:00 A.M.
Meeting: 9:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.

Speaker/Presenter: Patty Winn
Other speakers from Cunningham Children’s Home
And Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House

Please bring love gifts for:
Cunningham: Men’s Body Wash and gift cards of at least $20 for Walmart,
Target, Dollar General, Dollar Tree, Wendy’s, Pizza Hut and Monicals Pizza
also Box Tops for Education.
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House: all types of cleaning supplies

Registration Deadline is September 12, 2017
Send Reservations to Linda Connelly, 812 Cherry Point St., Paris, IL 61944
or phone 217-463-5910 or email: lsconnelly6871@gmail.com
Lunch cost: $8.00

______Number of Reservations (Make checks payable to “Paris UMW”)

Name(s)________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
Phone_____________________ Email________________________
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