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whether unit officers or not, to stay and ask
questions and tell us of how we may be of service to
you. As our unit numbers are often dwindling and
we need to help each other reach our goals, I feel it
is good for all United Methodist Women to know
how our organization of women works. Ginger
McKee from Cunningham Children’s Home will share
with you information about the Annual Quilt Show
that brings so much financial support for the
children in their care. She is willing to take back with
her any items you have made for the gift shop so you
do not have to make the trip or mail them. I plan to
take advantage of this service from Ginger and I
hope you will as well.

You have answered the call to be
a community of women for
mission to women, children and
youth in 2016 and I welcome
your efforts for 2017. As I have said before, it is the
local units, the grassroots of United Methodist
Women that are pledging their money and working
their hands to succeed so well doing God’s work to
help others. It does my heart good when I receive
Mission Today Reports with lists of your actions not
because the recognition is something you crave but
because you see the need and have stepped forward
where you are. As we meet at Newton Grace for our
Personal Growth Study in March, we will learn of
injustices to women and learn what we can do in the
area of economics. As this is our first meeting of
2017, it will be wonderful to again see you in
attendance and bring others with you. We will
continue in the afternoon with our Officer Update at
which time those officers at the district level will
present themselves and share with you the
connection we are between you units and the
conference leaders. All are welcome,

Proceeding on to our District Spring Meeting, we will
learn from Pat Wright from the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center some of the many projects that
she oversees as needs nationally and internationally
are met through this United Methodist Church
service. As you look for a different or additional
mission project for your unit, you may find it here.
Each gathering of United Methodist Women is an
opportunity to learn and share, and we do it well.
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It is done not only through these meetings and those
during the rest of the year including the District
Mission Study, Mission u and our District Fall
Meeting and Conference Meetings, but through
inviting and sharing with your assigned Shepherdess
as listed in the 2017 Directory that each unit
president received in December. Shepherdesses
would like to see what you are doing and may be
asked to do a program for one of your unit meetings.
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Carol Martin
1004 W. Evergreen Ave.
Effingham, Il 62401 (217) 342-5886
cmartin98@aol.com
We have another opportunity to gather on April
20. That is our Spring Meeting, to be held at
Watson UMC. Our speaker comes from Midwest
Mission Distribution Center. Pat Wright will
share some exciting happenings there and ways
for our units to be part of “Mission in Motion”.
We will also hear an update from Cunningham
Children’s Home and Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House. Each of these offer
opportunities to be a missionary at home and
abroad. Please share your love gifts as listed in
the spring flyer. God bless you all in all you do
for Him! Carol

Greetings to all you lovely
ladies. It’s February and
Spring is not very far away!
Now is the time to mark your
calendars and plan to join
together for our Personal
Growth Seminar and Officer’s Update on
Thursday, March 9. This will be held at Newton
Grace UMC. Details are on flyer in this issue.

2

Louella Christensen

200 E. Wurl Lane

Altamont, IL 62411

(618) 315-8020

mail2lou@mac.com

Happy New Year!!
Can you believe it has been almost a year since we were shouting, “Every penny
counts!” at the 2016 Spiritual Growth/Local Officer’s Update? But here I am, already
busy working on handouts for the 2017 Spiritual Growth/Local Officer’s Update coming
up on March 9th! We have several important things to talk about so I hope to see all
unit treasurers attend. I will bring updated unit forms to hand out that day and will also have cards and
pins available. Please bring your completed 2016 Audit reports to me at the meeting or mail them to
me.
As you start your 2017 work for missions, please keep these three things in mind:
1) United Methodist Women are all about missions and EVERY PENNY COUNTS! Women, children
and youth in Illinois, the United States, and around the world are counting on us to meet our
$33,000 district mission pledge. The funds we’ve pledged are already obligated in the 2017 UMW
budget.
2) Give in all five channels of Mission Giving before you give Mission Pennies. The total you give in
the five channels counts for your unit pledge and helps you become a 5-Star or Rainbow unit. I have
heard about one unit that actually sets out a basket for each channel at every meeting until they
make Rainbow! Mission Pennies are extra gifts above the amount needed for 5-Star or Rainbow and
help us meet the district pledge. They do not count for your unit pledge
3) Send a remittance form with every check to tell us how you want your money used. Send one
check to “ERD UMW” for the total amount shown on your remittance form. If possible, send a
remittance every two or three months to get your money to the mission fields as quickly as possible.
By the way, Humboldt UMW has already made 5-Star in 2017 and is well on their way to Rainbow! Who
will be next? I’ll give you an update in the May newsletter.
Blessings to you in the New Year! ☺
Louella Christensen, ERD UMW Treasurer
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Linda Trent

734 22nd Street Charleston, IL 61920
lindaytrent@gmail.com

(618) 262-1501

United Methodist Women –
What We Do/Who We Are
Linda Trent, Education & Interpretation, lindaytrent@gmail.com
We Equip Women & Girls to Be Leaders
As United Methodist Women we equip women and girls around the world to be leaders in their
communities, agencies, governments, and churches. We also provide and support leadership
development for our members to give women of all racial, ethnic, language and economic groups the
opportunity to realize their full potential and to participate in the life of the church and society. UMW
offers leadership development, training, and resources for:
• Teen women and college/university women
• Conference and district leadership of United Methodist Women
• Hispanic, Korean and women of other language groups
We Invite Women to Become Leaders in the United Methodist Women
As a membership organization, we invite women to be involved in United Methodist Women leadership
at the local, district, conference, jurisdiction or national level.
Accepting a leadership role requires a commitment of time, energy and effort. But in return, we offer you:
• The opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of mission
• The opportunity to grow spiritually
• The opportunity to make a difference in the lives of women, children and youth
We Offer Leadership Development
Leadership development is central to the mission of United Methodist Women. We offer opportunities
throughout the year for both interested individuals and the organization’s leaders. On March 9th we will
have Officers’ Update in conjunction with the Personal Growth Study at Newton Grace UMC.
We Have United Methodist Women Officers at Local, District, Conference & National Levels
Any woman can join United Methodist Women as a member. We are laywomen who are willing to
commit our talents, time, energy and effort to serve God’s mission.

Local Groups
At the local level our leadership consists (at a minimum) of a president, vice president, treasurer, secretary
and chair of committee on nominations.
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Districts:
From our local leaders we elect women to leadership roles at the district level. This team should also
include a president, treasurer, secretary and chair of the committee on nominations. Most districts fill out
a complete team including leaders in communications, mission coordinators, program resources and
representatives for Cunningham and Lessie Bates.
Conferences:
The leadership of the conference executive team is formed similarly to the district teams.
National:
Finally the overall organization of United Methodist Women is led by a board of directors with advisory
input from the program advisory group (Lavon Wilson is our representative.) All work, at all levels, is
guided by the PURPOSE and implemented by the staff. Furthermore, the board of directors sets the
policy, secures funds from the members and determines the budget that provides opportunities for women
to connect within the United States and around the world.
The time, talent, presence and gifts of each woman are essential for fulfilling the PURPOSE at all levels!
We need to participate fully! Attend your local, district, and conference meetings and opportunities.
Volunteer to serve! Pray! And consider raising your pledge for this year. The unit pledges for 2017 are
$17,531, but that is a long way from our district pledge of $33,000. Then pray some more!!! Amen!

Websites useful to UMW Units
National Website: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
Cunningham Children’s Home: www.cunninghamhome.org
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House:
www.lessiebatesdavis.org
Action Alert (Social Action newsletter):
www.gbgm-umw.org
Midwest Distribution Center:
www.office@midwestmissiondc.org
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Shirley Harder 403 E. Lincoln Avenue Altamont, IL 62411 (618) 483-5339 harders57@yahoo.com

Source: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/intercept
Let's Box 'Em Up and Stack 'Em Up!
Intercept the Traffickers
Shirley Harder, Social Action – harders57@yahoo.com
In football, the phrase "in the box" is used when the defense puts its players in a rectangular
formation to stop the offensive team's run play in its tracks. For those playing in the box, the goal is to
stop the run or confuse the offense. When in a box alignment, there are more defenders to shut down the
offensive game of the opponent. Some have said it's like being in a situation where the odds are stacked
against you, but you had the foresight to use your strongest defense to overcome what is facing you. This
phrase also applies to real life.
You can use this when you are going above and beyond to prevent something from
happening. We want to gain control of the game. Traffickers run a game on the vulnerable and we aim to
stack the box against them, to intercept their game and to box 'em up for prosecution. We want to take
control of the box that is human trafficking and open it for the survivors who have been boxed into a life
full of despair where they come to believe there are no possibilities for escape.
To box someone or something in means to put someone in a
bind, to reduce the number of someone's alternatives, to trap or confine
or prevent from acting freely. We can think of the boxes as a way to
create the defensive walls of a city, to signifying protection from
danger. As a verb, we can think of the box as a way to wall up, wall off,
close up, and surround with a fence or hedge.
Have you ever been in a box, not knowing how you were going
to get out? Or maybe you have felt in need of protection, of a hand to
reach inside the box to help you out. Those victimized by human
trafficking can also feel as though they are in a box. The causes of
trafficking are complex, but at its root is a globalized economy resulting in poverty that contributes to
joblessness, inequality, discrimination and violence around the world. Children and youth are at risk of
traffickers because of homelessness, the lack of stability in their living situations, foster care or a juvenile
justice system that often criminalizes instead of providing a safe harbor. Women and girls fall prey to
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traffickers who take advantage of their economic and social vulnerabilities by promising a job, education
or better life. After you thought, "I might be stuck in there forever."
Have you ever said to someone, "You really saved my life," only to hear them say, "No problem, I've
been there. I know what it's like?" For we are called to faithfulness, to respond by acting out the
command to love one another. We can never prevent all the exploitation of traffickers or their control over
the lives of those they traffic, but we can intercept them. We can stop the treatment of people as cargo or
commodities. Boxes can be opened. We can be the hands that lift the trafficked out of the box of their
oppressors into a place where souls are fed and a new life exists. In doing so, we all will be transformed.
Walls, fences and hedges were physical barriers to unauthorized entry. While walls and hedges can help
provide physical protection, that is not enough. People and nations need spiritual protection as well as
physical protection. God is omnipresent, providing protection always to those at-risk. We are called to
action as co-laborers, committed to helping protect the vulnerable. For we can be the vigilant and active
agents of compassion and protection wherever we find ourselves confronting the crime of human
trafficking.
Stacking the boxes will symbolize United Methodist Women intercepting the traffickers who bind the
vulnerable within boxes of imprisonment. Our boxes will also embody our commitment to be in
communion with survivors of trafficking.
As the United Nations has observed, "Addressing human
trafficking cuts across all fundamental issues… It is about
human rights, peace and security, development and family
health. In the most basic sense, it is about preserving the
fabric of society."
With acts of justice, with words of comfort and with hearts
of healing and hope, we will walk with survivors on a
journey to wholeness and new life.

So, Let’s Box ‘Em Up!

Additional information and resources
available at
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/intercept
Our UMW District Officers at work at the January
Leadership Team Meeting, stacking boxes to
symbolize intercepting traffickers.
Pictured left to right are: Joan Miller, Carol Martin, Bessie
Slifer, Sabrina Lyttle, Louella Christensen, Shirley Harder,
Anna Jean Rhoades, Jo Sanders, Searoba Mascher and Nancy
Sperry.
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Ione Elliott
2154 E. 1200 North Rd.
Shelbyville, IL 62565
(217) 774-4852 eyeown2021@gmail.com
M

Hello Everyone!
I am pleased to be able to serve you this year as a new member of the
Emabarras River District Team.
Please bring some ideas to share for recruiting new members to the Personal
Growth-Officers Update on March 9 at Newton Grace United Methodist
Church. At my church, nonmembers are invited to share in bringing items for
Cunningham Children's Home and Lessie Bates Neighborhood House. Has your
unit thought about providing a "Friendship Partner" for a year to new
members? My favorite idea is to tell nonmembers to "Just come and see!"
I hope to see you on March 9 at Newton Grace UMC! God Bless! Ione Elliott

Nancy Sperry
212 E. South St.
Nokomis, IL 62075
(217) 563-2950
nlsperry@consolidated.net
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Searoba Mascher

15776 N Oakcrest Rd

Marshall, IL 62441

Psalm 40:11: Do not withhold your
tender mercies from me, O Lord; let your
kindness and your truth continually
preserve me.
Thoughts from “Devotions in the
Garden”. In the winter as gardeners, we
wonder about our perennials. Did we
prepare the soil correctly and use enough
mulch? Those bulbs lay dormant through
the long cold winter, but with the warm
rains of spring, they will pop up from the
ground. Year after year their
reappearance is a lovely illustration of
God’s grace and forgiveness in our lives.
If we like the bulbs remain close to the
Life Source gathering nourishment from
His hand, we can weather the storms and
most of the droughts life hands us. Just
as He waters the perennials with the
spring rains, He is at work in us. Softening
the soil of our hearts after the life’s hurts
and disappointments have created a
protective crust. Gently loosening the soil
of our hearts, preparing for the seeds of
a new direction and renewed excitement
about our relationship with Jesus. And
because of this, we like the perennials
will blossom again and again adding color

(217) 826-2530

smascher@frontier.com

to the world and joy to the people
around us.
At the request of some, I will inform you
about a fund raiser you might want to
look into. Marshall First is doing this to
raise money for the Scholarship Fund. It
is called the Scrip Fund. We purchase gift
cards at a discount and sell them at face
value. There are 700 different retailer
cards available. Some rebates are higher
than others and range from 3% to 15%.
Wal-Mart is a big request at our church
but there are a lot of restaurants & retail
stores on the list. You can go to
www.shopwithscrip.com and get all of
the information. The only requirement is
that your group must be a non-profit but
all churches fit that category. Check it
out.

9

Marshall, IL

Rose and Sabrina Lyttle

607 Chestnut St

Marshall, IL 62441

(217) 264-6003

lyttlenlaw@live.com

Another year to serve the Lord through UMW. As always we will
try to have the materials needed for your units available to you at
our meetings. Please let us know if there is something specific you
would like for us to have on hand at least three weeks in advance
of the meeting date.
We are still looking for reading program lists to be sent to us for the year 2016. As we do not wish to fail
to get certificates to our readers who have been reading from our program list, we are gladly still
accepting your information. As always ladies Read, Read and Read some more. Please let us know what
we can do for you.
Rose and Sabrina

Cheryl Murphy 17100 Quality Lime Rd. #45 Marshall, Il 62441 (734) 536-5969 cmariemurph@gmail.com

My name is Cheryl Murphy and I am your new Communications Coordinator. Thank you, Jane Casey,
for your many years of service as our Coordinator. You are a hard act to follow!
I hope that 2017 has been good to everyone so far! I have been counting my many blessings, including
my caring and supportive sisters of the United Methodist Women! We can never underestimate the power
of Christ’s love that we share.
We look forward to receiving articles from our local units. Please share some of your projects and events
with us – we can truly inspire and encourage one another in our service to Christ and our communities.
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Joan Miller

2176 E 600 North Road

Mode, IL 62444

(217) 774-4390

I trust 2017 has had a good beginning for you and your unit. The District Leadership
Team will be looking for dedicated women to fill various offices for 2018. You would
be working with the leadership’s team to provide meaningful, inspirational meetings
for the UMW women of our district.
We will have more information at our Personal Growth Meeting on March 9th at Newton Grace. If you
want more information before that, contact me by mail or telephone.
See you March 9th!

Evelyn Icenogle
1157 Co. Rd. 1450 E.
Toledo, IL 62468
(217) 849-3007
sueicenogle@outlook.com

Margie Eisenbarth
623 South Pine
Nokomis, IL 62075
(217) 563-8807
eisenbarth5@hotmail.com

With Chris Coleman, implements are being made to buildings like roofs, doors and lighting to bring them
up where they need to be for getting federal grants.
Wish list for Spring meeting, April 20th at Watson:
-Socks for Infants, Children, Youth, Men, Women and Underwear for children
-Canned goods
Thank you,
Evelyn Sue Icenogle
(We hope to have a picture or Margie in our next issue!)
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Jo Sanders
22600 E. Hwy. 40
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6096
Jws62441@gmail.com

We have received the requests from Cunningham to be brought to our Spring meeting. They are
requesting men’s ankle socks, gift cards from Wal-Mart, Target, Meijer, McD’s, Jimmy Johns, Steak N
Shake, and as always, Box Tops for Education. Our terms as District Representatives to Cunningham are
up after this year. Being on the Board has been a wonderful experience. We have learned a lot about
Cunningham, the students they serve and the services they implement. There are only 3 required
meetings and a couple optional meetings you may want to take advantage of. If you are interested or if
you are asked please let Joan Miller know. Of course, you would also attend District Board meetings
which are information and planning meetings. You won’t be sorry you did.

Bessie Slifer
2194 E. 300 North Rd.
Mode, IL 62444
(217) 774-4887
bessieslifer@hofnetinc.com

Ginger McKee from Cunningham has also suggested that we bring Men’s white ankle socks to the
District Spring Meeting on April 20 as a donation.
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EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT
2017 MEETING DATES

Feb. 24-25

Spiritual Growth Retreat

Illiopolis

March 9

Personal Growth/ Officer Update

Newton Grace

March 22

District Leadership Team

Effingham Centenary

April 7-8

Cunningham Festival of Quilts

Urbana

April 20

District Spring Meeting

Watson

June 21

District Mission Study

Shelbyville First

July 19

District Leadership Team

Effingham Centenary

Aug. 4-9

Mission u

Northfield Inn

(Weekend session: Aug. 4-6)

Springfield

(Weekday session: Aug. 6-9)
September 19 District Annual Meeting

Paris

Oct. 7

Conference Annual UMW Meeting

Springfield First UMC

Dec. 14

Christmas Leadership Party

Effingham Centenary

(Key: District Meetings, Executive Committee, Conference Events)
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EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT
Personal Growth Seminar/Officers Update
Thursday, March 9, 2017
Newton Grace UMC
(203 S Lafayette St., Newton, IL)

Registration and Welcome Food at 9 A.M.

Meeting from 9:30 A.M. – 2:30P.M.
Morning: Personal Growth Seminar
“Overworked and Undervalued: Women, Race and the Economy”
Presented by Burena Howard, IGRC Chairperson of Nominations

Afternoon: Officers Update
Will include information about Cunningham Children’s Home 2017 Quilt Show by Ginger McKee
and other good stuff!
Registration by March 6

Reservations: Mail to Jane Casey, 12740 E. State Hwy 33, Newton, IL 62448; or phone: 618-783-2534;
email to: casey.larry.jane@gmail.com
Name/s________________________________________________________
Address:(One person)_____________________________________________
Phone:____________________
Number of Reservations________

Email:____________________________
Lunch cost: $7.00_____________

(Make checks payable to ‘Newton Grace UMW’)
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