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Embarras River District Newsletter    February, 2018 

 

2018  MEETING DATES 

Fri/Sat       January 19-20 Conference Leadership Team  Chatham 

Thurs  January 25  District Leadership Team  Effingham Centenary 

Fri/Sat  February 23-24 Conference Spiritual Growth             Springfield 

     Retreat  

Mon  March 5  District Personal Growth/  Oakland 

                                                            Officer Update 

Fri/Sat  March 16-17  Conference Leadership Team  Chatham 

Wed   March 21  District Leadership Team   Effingham Centenary 

Fri/Sat  April 13-14  Cunningham Festival of Quilts Urbana 

Wed  April 18  District Spring Meeting  Neoga 

Mon  June 25  District Mission Study  Shelbyville 4th Street 

Fri/Sat  July 13-14  Conference Leadership Team  Chatham 

Wed  July 18   District Leadership Team  Effingham Centenary 

Fri-Wed August 3-8  Mission u    Northfield Inn 

Weekend & weekday sessions     Springfield 

Tuesday September 18  District Annual Meeting  Marshall First 

Sat  October 6                    Conference Annual Meeting  TBA 

Thurs  December 6                 District Leadership Team  TBA 

                           Christmas Party 

 

(Key:  District Meetings, Executive Committee, Conference Events) 



2 
 

In This Issue 

 

President – Jane Casey 

12740 E. State Hwy. 33, Newton, IL  62448 

Phone:  (618) 783-2534  Email:  casey.larry.jane@gmail.com 

 

As I begin my first year as president of the Embarras River District of United 

Methodist Women, I am already learning so much.  Some of you may recall that I have been on the 

leadership team for many years, first as Coordinator for Social Action, and then as the editor of the 

“Eddy” for several years.  Getting involved with the Conference Leadership Team, the Board at 

Cunningham Home and our own District Leadership Team have already been great experiences. I am 

looking forward to working together to promote UMW in our district. 

When I began writing, I was thinking, “How can it be February already?”  Seems like the year is moving 

right along.  Although I know some of your units do not meet during the months following Christmas, I 

know that you are making plans for a fantastic year for your UMW unit.  Make it the best yet!  To help 

you if you are still in the process, we sent presidents the Mission Today Goal Sheet.  Use this as a guide 

toward projects and programs for the year.  You may not have many members or much money, but 

there are always ways that you can get involved in missions.  There are ideas for programs, etc. on some 

of the UMW websites listed in your directory (presidents received these).  Many of the Embarras River 

District units have done some amazing things.  Hopefully we will share some of our units’ ideas with 

others.  Short articles can be submitted to the “Eddy”, our newsletter, for other units to consider.  Why 

reinvent projects and programs when some of our units have come up with great ideas. 

Regarding the goal sheets, the IGRC presidents are considering making changes to the form.  Even 

though we have only used this form for two years, we can see need for changes. We are asking that you 

look over the form and if you see areas that you would like to see changed, please get back to me with 

your ideas, suggestions and concerns by June 1st.   

Is your unit actively taking part in the District meetings?  We try to plan interesting and useful meetings.  

If you have not been for a while, think about attending more meetings this year.  I am looking forward to 

those we have planned so far.  If you have ideas for district meetings, please share those ideas with one 

of the officers, or your shepherdess.  Get a carload of ladies together and come hear excellent speakers, 

updates on activities and have a delightful lunch with other women in the district. 
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On what may seem to be an unrelated thought, I want to comment concerning the district 

communications.  I know that it is frustrating for some of you that do not use computers to have so 

many references made about using computer websites and emails addresses.  We have no intentions to 

begin using email for newsletters, but when there is a contact necessary and an available email address, 

the officers will more than likely stay in touch with emails.  Those of you who do not use email will 

receive paper copies or phone calls.  There is always someone who would be happy to copy information 

from websites for you to see.  Just let us know. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at upcoming gatherings……The conference Spiritual Growth Retreat, 

the ERD Personal Growth and Officers Update and the Annual Spring Meeting. 

Yours in Christian Service, Jane 

 

Vice President – Carol Martin 

1004 W. Evergreen Avenue, Effingham, IL  62401       
Phone: (217) 342-5886  Email:  cmartin98@aol.com  

 
Here we are again – another year has begun!  Some of you have a new area of 

service, committee, or office this year.  
I recently read something about Job vs Ministry and I think it may be nice to share with others.  
Some people have a JOB in the church; others involve themselves in a MINISTRY. What is the difference?  
If you are doing it just because no one else will, it's a JOB. If you are doing it to serve the Lord, it's a 
MINISTRY.  Think about this! 
 
If you quit because somebody criticized you, it was a JOB.  
If you keep on serving, it's a MINISTRY.  
If you'll do it only as it does not interfere with your other activities, it's a JOB.  
If you are committed to staying with it even when it means letting go of other things, it's a MINISTRY.  
If you quit because no one praised you or thanked you, it was a JOB.  
If you stay with it even though nobody recognizes your efforts, it is a MINISTRY.  
It's hard to get excited about a JOB.  
It's almost impossible not to be excited about a MINISTRY.  
If our concern is success, it's a JOB.  
if our concern is faithfulness, it's a MINISTRY.  
An average church is filled with people doing JOBs.  
A great and growing church is filled with people involved in MINISTRY.  
Where do we fit in? What about us?  
If God calls you to a MINISTRY, don't treat it like a JOB.  
if you have a JOB, give it up and find a MINISTRY.  
God does not want us feeling stuck with a JOB, but excited and faithful to HIM in MINISTRY.  

- Author Unknown 
We all need to consider what we do for God a MINISTRY. 
Hope to see many of you on March 5th for the Personal Growth/Officer Update in Oakland.  
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Secretary – Nancy Sperry 

   

   212 E. South Street, Nokomis, IL  62075      

   Phone:  (217) 563-2950  Email:  nlsperry@consolidated.net  

 Hope everyone is keeping warm and having a healthy winter.  A meeting to look      

forward to is the Personal Growth Meeting on March 5th at Oakland.  Hope to see     

you there! 

 

          Treasurer – Rhonda Whitaker 
  

 

1264 Hickory Dr., Neoga, IL  62447 

Phone: (217) 273-3962  Email:  whitakers@mchsi.com 

I’m back.  Just like a bad penny, I keep turning up.  I was your District Treasurer 

in 1989.   Back in those days, I used pencils and ledger paper; now we are 

totally digital.  So please be patient with me as I learn this new-fangled software.   

 

Our tools may have changed over those 30 years but our mission and purpose remain the same – 

reaching out to women and children all over the world.  So let’s work together to support the mission 

and purpose with our prayers and our Pledges.  Please send all your remittances to me at 1264 Hickory 

Dr., Neoga, 62447, and direct all your questions to me via my cell phone 217-273-3962 or email me at 

whitakers@mchsi.com.  I’ll do my best to answer your questions and help with your concerns.   

 

I hope to see you all at the District Personal Growth Meeting in Oakland on March 5th.   Officer Update 

will be after lunch – we’ll have time to get acquainted and go over forms and topics like 5* and Rainbow 

status.  It’ll be fun!   

Blessings to all of you and your Units! 
Rhonda Whitaker 

 

          Nominations – Joan Miller  
 

2176 E. 600 North Road, Mode, IL  62444  

Phone: (217) 774-4390  

Greetings from the District Nominations Committee!!  A new year to celebrate 

knowing Christ as our Savior and a new opportunity to share that love with those in 

faith, with our units and friends.   

mailto:whitakers@mchsi.com
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The Nominating Committee is the most important committee in your unit.  I know you may not have a 

committee as such, but your members act as the committee, and that is okay.  Just continue to 

strengthen your unit with prayers. 

The District United Methodist Women will be looking for dedicated women to serve on the 2019 

Leadership Team.  If you would like to be considered for an office, contact me or one of the members of 

our committee (their names are in your 2018 Directory).  Some of us will be present at our District 

Personal Growth/Officer Update Meeting on March 5th at Oakland.  See the flyer in this newsletter. 

Always pray to have eyes that see the best in people, a heart that forgives the worst, a mind that forgets 

the bad and a soul that never loses faith in God (taken from a plaque in an eye doctor’s office). 

In Christian Love, Joan 

 

 Membership, Nurture and 

Outreach – Ione Elliott 

2154 E. 1200 North Rd., Shelbyville, IL  62565  

Phone: (217) 774-4852   Email:  eyeown2012@gmail.com 

 Hello Everyone!  As I write this, it is cold and windy here this morning.  I can’t wait 

for Spring to come! 

These questions can give UMW valuable information to help each other further our legacy. 

Discussion Questions That Can Be Used At Any Unit, Circle, or District Meeting 

1. How has your membership in UMW brought joy and happiness to your life? 

2. In what ways does your local group share the news of UMW with your church? 

3. How can you and your local group be more inclusive of younger women? 

 

Thank you to every unit who has returned their census form!  

  

I hope to see you on Monday, March 5th at Oakland UMC.  Remember to tell non-members, “Just come 

and see!”. 

 

God Bless!  Ione 

 

 

Communications – Cheryl Murphy 

17100 Quality Lime Rd., #45, Marshall, IL  62441 

Phone: (734) 536-5969  Email:  cmariemurph@gmail.com 

 

mailto:eyeown2012@gmail.com
mailto:cmariemurph@gmail.com


6 
 

As we bring you the news of all the latest district happenings, we encourage you to share the 

news from your local units!  It’s a great way to learn from each other and share our joys and 

accomplishments!  Photos are appreciated too – it’s always nice to see familiar faces. 

There are two more Eddy newsletters for 2018.  If you wish to submit an article, the deadline 

for the May Eddy is April 30th, and the deadline for the August Eddy is July 25th.  You can email 

articles to me or send by regular mail.  I am also happy to take dictation over the phone if you 

don’t have access to a computer!  Please let me know if any of your unit members who don’t 

receive the Eddy would like to be added to our mailing list.   

In Christian Love, Cheryl 

Program Resources – Rose Lyttle 
 

607 Chestnut St., Marshall, IL  62441 

Phone: (217) 264-6003  Email:  lyttlenlaw@live.com 

 

Hello, 

To those of you ladies who are new to United Methodist Women “welcome aboard”.  This will be 
another wonderful year.  There are so many books to read and as well as the Response magazine.  What 
a great way to enjoy leisure time.  I am looking forward to working with one and all this year. 

It is time once again to turn in your Reading Program achievements to me.  Please let me know names of 
readers and plans completed.  If you have a reader that did not complete a plan, I would still like to 
know how many books on the program were read.  This includes our youth and young people too. 
Although there is a form to help you keep track of books read, it is okay to just let me know who read 
and how many plans and/or number of books.  And don’t forget the Response magazine.  

The reading program list of books is available online, in brochures or you can contact me.  Titles for the 
current year and the past 4 years will count for the current year. This means books on the reading 
program list from 2014 – 2018 can be used. Books will be available for purchase at our district meetings 
or you can contact Mission Resources to place orders for yourselves.  You may also go to Amazon to 
order books for home delivery and even our conference library will be happy to loan books to you. Share 
with others who are reading and also check with your local library. There are so many ways to acquire 
these interesting and informative books. 

Please keep in mind, if you need unit materials, let me know at least 3-4 weeks before a district 
meeting.  Program books, prayer calendars, informative materials, yearly calendars, etc….  I will do my 
best to have available what you need.  

Rose Lyttle:  217-264-6003  (call or text)                 Mission Resources:  800-305-9857 
lyttlenlaw@live.com                                                    CS@UMWMISSIONRESOURCES.ORG                                  
607 Chestnut Street, Marshall, IL   62441 
            

mailto:lyttlenlaw@live.com
tel:(217)%20264-6003
tel:(800)%20305-9857
mailto:lyttlenlaw@live.com
mailto:CS@UMWMISSIONRESOURCES.ORG
https://maps.google.com/?q=607+Chestnut+Street,+Marshall,+IL%C2%A0%C2%A0%0D+62441&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=607+Chestnut+Street,+Marshall,+IL%C2%A0%C2%A0%0D+62441&entry=gmail&source=g
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News from Our Local Units 

Members of the Robinson Zion/Oak Ridge UMW unit were hard at work last fall putting together kits for 

the Midwest Mission Distribution Center.  They made Personal Dignity Kits, School Kits, Personal 

Cleaning Kits, Flood Buckets, and lap blankets and floor mats made from plastic bags.  They also 

collected old bicycles to be sent to MMDC along with everything else. 

We are truly inspired by your project and your teamwork – thank you for sharing! 

Here is a photo of them in action! 

 

 

 

 

Standing, L-R:  Linda McKee, Jeannie Adams, Sarah Williams (unit President), Nancy Conrad, and Sherry 

Skidmore.  Seated, L-R:  Kathy Richart, Patsy Andrus, and Sarah Kennedy.  Not pictured:  Christine Catt 

and Janet Legg. 

 

                     Spiritual Growth –  

   Sheryl Brandenburg 
 

560 E. 5th, Neoga, IL  62447 

Phone: (217) 343-1214 

Greetings from your new Spiritual Growth Coordinator!  

Our District Spring Meeting on April 18th will include the ceremony for our 

UMW members who passed away in 2017.  Please send me the names of the late members, as well as 

the name of their unit, by April 11th so that they can be honored in the ceremony. 
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Education & Interpretation – Linda Trent 

 

 

  734 22nd Street, Charleston, IL  61920  

  Phone: (618) 262-1501 Email: lindaytrent@gmail.com  

 

How Are We Doing? 

 

The IGRC UMW set a goal for 2017 for 100% of the 

conference units to meet their Pledge to Mission and 90% of 

the conference units to give to the World Thank Offering.    

The Embarras River District UMW was one of seven units in the conference that met their pledge at 

100%!  We also surpassed the conference percentage goal (55%) for the World Thank Offering – 25 of 

the 26 units in our district gave to the World Thank Offering.  That’s 96%! 

Five of the 26 units in the Embarras River District UMW received the Five Star recognition (19%) and 19 

of the 26 units achieved Rainbow status (73%)!!!!!  Overall that’s 24 of the 26 units (92 %) successfully 

completed their goals!  That’s quite an accomplishment!  Congratulations! 

Overall the conference was short $11,036.14 of meeting their pledge in 2017.  But 2018 is a new year 

and a fresh start to the giving and work of United Methodist Women.  Let’s go Embarras UMW!!!! 

 

Why Give? 

Our gifts are “boots on the ground” in the mission field.  Never 

forget: Every penny counts! 

There are two types of UMW giving: Mission Giving and 

Supplementary Giving. 

Mission Giving is undesignated money we give in the five 

channels to help accomplish the UMW purpose locally and 

around the world; that includes our budget obligations, as well as money used where there is the 

greatest need.  The five channels of Mission Giving are (1) Pledge, (2) Special Mission Recognition, (3) 

Gift to Mission, (4) Gift in Memory and (5) World Thank Offering.  These provide the basic support for all 

the mission programs & projects of the UMW. 

Supplementary Giving is money designated for specific mission projects. It does NOT help meet our 

budgeted mission obligations and is used ONLY for those specified projects. 
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Where Does the Money Go? 

There are 4 tiers of giving: Unit Giving, District Giving, 

Conference Giving, and National Office Giving. 

Unit Giving keeps money for local mission projects & the Legacy 

Fund which is sent directly to National.  The local unit also 

keeps/retains money for their local administrative & 

membership development activities.  ALL other money is sent to 

the District Treasurer through the remittance process. 

District Giving likewise keeps money for local mission projects & the Legacy Fund.  ALL other money is 

sent to the Conference Treasurer through the remittance process.  During the months of January and 

July some of that money is returned to the District to fund administrative and membership development 

budgets. 

Conference Giving also keeps money for Conference mission projects & the Legacy Fund.  The 

conference also keeps 30% of the money received in the Pledge Channel to cover both Conference & 

District administration & development activities.  Otherwise ALL other money is sent to the National 

Office through the remittance process. 

National Office Giving keeps a small percentage (usually 9-12%) to be used for support services like 

overhead and management.  The National Office manage over 600 endowments, fund about 100 

national mission institutions (50 of which they own & maintain), support regional missionaries, and 

administrative grants for nations and international mission projects.  They also keep money received for 

the Legacy Fund and other endowments that currently generate $700,000 to $1,000,000 per year in 

mission funds.  EVERYTHING ELSE is sent to national and international mission projects.   

The Embarras River District UMW has made a pledge for 2018 of $31,000 to the conference.  Total 

pledges from all 10 IGRC districts to the conference is $428,000 and the conference has s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d 

their pledge to national to $430,000.  Can we do it?  With God’s help all things are possible!  Let’s not 

only meet our pledges at the unit and district level, let’s exceed them!  Amen! 

To find out more about where the money goes, visit: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

 

Websites of Interest to UMW 

IGRC Conference Website:  www.igrc.org/umw 
Go “downloadable forms” to get the Bridge (Conference UMW newsletter)      
Sign up for Action Alert at the bottom of the page under “Press Room” 
National Websites:  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
Cunningham Children’s Home: www.cunninghamhome.org  
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House: www.lessiebatesdavis.org 
ERD District Website:  www.embarrasriver@igrc.org 
Go to ERD United Methodist Women for ERD information and the          
 “Embarras Eddy” Newsletter 
Midwest Distribution Center:  www.office@midwestmissiondc.org                                  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.igrc.org/umw
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.lessiebatesdavis.org/
http://www.embarrasriver@igrc.org
http://www.office@midwestmissiondc.org
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Social Action – Shirley Harder  

403 E. Lincoln Avenue, Altamont, IL  62411  

Phone: (618) 483-5339  Email: harders57@yahoo.com  

 

There are several areas of study in the United Methodist Women’s programs.  Topics under Social 

Actions include Global Migration, Domestic Violence, Economic Justice, Health Care, Food Systems, 

Greed, Criminalization, Abundance and several more including Human Trafficking.  A couple of Sundays 

ago, our church members helped getting information and facts out about Human Trafficking.  The 

congregation showed up wearing red representing “Standing in the Red Zone” (football) to be on the 

defensive team to intercept Human Trafficking.  It is a concern knowing worldwide 3 of every 1,000 

people are victims of Human Trafficking.  It occurs throughout the world and in every state, including 

Illinois.  Experts rank it as the second or third largest criminal industry in the world.  (Illegal drugs and 

arms dealing are the other big ones). 

 

Members of the Altamont First UMC Congregation gather in their Red Zone to show their support to stop 

human trafficking. 
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United Methodist Women 'Stands in the Red Zone'  

for Final National Human Trafficking Campaign Event 

from Shirley Harder, Social Action 

 "Standing in the Red Zone" is the theme of United Methodist 

Women's 2018 Intercept Human Trafficking action. 

This year's effort will mark the end of United Methodist 

Women's anti-human trafficking initiative, as the 

organization shifts its efforts and resources to its previously 

announced mission priorities of climate justice, economic 

inequality, maternal and child health and mass 

incarceration/criminalization of communities of color.  

 

Since 2008, United Methodist Women members across the 

country have worked tirelessly to raise awareness about 

the modern-day sale and trafficking of human beings not 

only around the world but in our own communities. Through the initiative, United Methodist 

Women members participating in the effort learned to recognize the signs of human trafficking 

underway in their local communities and how to safely inform law enforcement for an 

intervention. Members learned that human trafficking cuts across gender lines, with men and 

boys trafficked as well as women and girls. Members also learned the far-reaching economic 

impact of human trafficking, including the sale of products made by modern-day "slave" labor. 

While United Methodist Women is ending its focus on human trafficking as a national mission 

priority, the impact of our work through this initiative will continue. During the nine years of the 

campaign, United Methodist Women has: 

• 2009—Trained 25 conference United Methodist Women social action coordinators to train 

members to educate their communities about human trafficking. To date, more than 43,000 

people have learned about human trafficking through national, conference, district and local 

events across the country through this effort. 

• Partnered with more than 18 organizations to educate the public about human trafficking 

and help survivors. 

• Advocated for legislation to help survivors of human trafficking, including: 

o 2008—the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Act Reauthorization, which 

helps nations combat trafficking and adds protections for children trafficked across U.S. 

borders. 

o 2013—the Violence Against Women Act, which, among other things, strengthens efforts 

to prevent child marriages and the purchase in the United States of products made with 

child and other forced labor. 

o 2015—the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act, which helps survivors rebuild their lives 

using restitution fines paid by traffickers. 
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• Organized members to work against trafficking in their states. Today, every state has at 

least one anti-trafficking law. 

• 2013—Provided a Christian women's voice on the issue for CBS-TV's "Living in the 

Shadows: Religion's Response to Human Trafficking." Susie Johnson, United Methodist 

Women public policy executive, was interviewed for the show about the organization's anti-

trafficking work. 

• Participated in anti-trafficking campaigns during Super Bowl weekend.  

Please continue to work for and support “The Red Zone” to stop the practice of Human Trafficking. 

 

A Lifetime of Learning: Developing Leaders 

2018 Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 
From Linda Trent, Education & Interpretation Coordinator 

This annual observance gives local and district units a chance to study 

and reflect on a particular theme each year and to designate funds for 

ministries related to the theme for the year. 

This Year’s Theme:   

For nearly 150 years, United Methodist Women, motivated by love and 

Christian caring, has been at the forefront of reaching isolated 

populations of women and girls with life-changing educational and 

leadership opportunities. The 2018 offering will provide educational 

opportunities for women and girls who are chronically underserved and 

marginalized: economically disadvantaged and displaced groups, such 

as female-headed households and low-income families. Education and leadership development 

programs may include child development and after-school programs, GED and ESL classes, job 

readiness, life skills and livelihood training, Scholarships, workshops and seminars. 

One hundred percent of the offering will go directly to fund these projects. 

Giving Makes a Difference By your sacrificial giving to A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial, you, 

United Methodist Women members and predecessor organizations over the years have: 

• Built and equipped schools, libraries and clinics 

• Trained rural and urban women for specialized ministries 

• Provided nutrition and medical assistance for thousands of women, children and youth 

• Offered relief to those uprooted by wars and other disasters 

• Advocated for public policy changes to benefit women and children 

• Produced long-term economic benefits through income-generation and other self-help 

projects 

 
Your unit of UMW is encouraged to commemorate A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial on one day 

during the first few months of the year. 
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Cunningham Home – Carol Kessler and Christina Krost 

Christina Krost   Carol Kessler 
730 Elm Ave., Neoga, IL 62447 P.O. Box 321, Shelbyville, IL 62565 

Phone: (217) 343-4899  Phone: (217) 774-5318 

Email: Christina.krost@gmail.com Email: dckess@consolidated.net 

You’ve got troubles.  I‘ve got troubles.  But likely we never had troubles 
growing up like the children at Cunningham Children’s Home.  If I did, I would want to go there.  The 
compassionate care given by the staff, board, financial supporters, and United Methodist Women give 
better lives to children who need to be lead towards a better life way.  

I am pleased to continue serving in the Embarras River District, now as a representative of Cunningham 
Children’s Home.  Having been on the Board as the ERD President for four years, I get to keep my mind 
and body in the know and bring news to you.  Christina Krost and I will attend our first meeting in 
March, but don’t hesitate to invite me to your unit now to speak about Cunningham. The new school 
and programs are in the works.  Funding for the school is going well.  However, the Conference wants 
our name present on a part of the new building.  If you have not given to the Conference UMW to keep 
United Methodist Women name as a permanent fixture, please do so.  Our goal has not yet been met. 

Upcoming events at CCH include 2018 Mission Day on March 10th for middle and high school youth to 
learn about the programs offered at Cunningham and the Festival of Quilts on April 13th and 14th, a huge 
fundraiser as well as a chance for you to be a part through volunteering, showing your quilt, donating 
handmade items and baked goods, etc.  Go online to see more or see a district officer who received 
information from Ginger McKee at our recent leadership meeting. 
 
Mission is in our United Methodist Women DNA.  Cunningham is so much a part of that right here in our 
area.  Bless you for your prayers and giving to this mission.    - Carol Kessler 
 

Lessie Bates Davis – Evelyn Icenogle and Jo Sanders 

 Evelyn Icenogle     Jo Sanders 

 1157 Co. Rd. 1450 E., Toledo, IL 62468           22600 E. Hwy. 40, Marshall, IL62441             

 Phone: (217) 849-3007                               Phone: (217) 826-6096                 

 Email: sueicenogle@outlook.com                    Email: jws62441@gmail.com 

 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House is currently searching for a new Executive Director.  Reverend 

Gary Gaston, a current board member, has been appointed interim CEO for 180 days.  All programs will 

continue as usual.  They have requested only gift cards for the Spring meeting.  The cards can be from 

places such as Wal-Mart, Family Dollar, Subway, Dollar General, or Target.   Gas cards are also useful. 

Please continue to keep them in your prayers. Their need is great.  

mailto:Christina.krost@gmail.com
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EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT 

Personal Growth Seminar/Officers Update 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Oakland UMC 

(13 E Washington St. Oakland, IL  61943) 

Registration and Welcome Food at 9 A.M., Meeting begins @ 9:30 A.M. 

Morning Session presented by Kay Fisher, IGRC Communications 
Coordinator 

 

THE CHRISTIAN CONSUMER:  

Living Ethically in a Material World 

 

Afternoon Session: Officers Update for ALL Local Officers 

Hear about upcoming events and Other GOOD stuff! 

Register by February 22, 2018 

Call the total number attending from your unit to: 

June Ehler at 217-369-8888 

Suggested Donation at the door is $7.00  
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EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT 

United Methodist Women 

SPRING MEETING    

Neoga Grace UMC  

(164 W 7th St., Neoga, IL) 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

             Registration and Welcome Food at 9 A.M., Meeting begins at 9:30 A.M. 

 

Spring Into Action: Be A Smart Energy Consumer 

Christina Krost, Presenter 

Other speakers from Cunningham Children’s Home 

and Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House will update us on current happenings 

 

Bring your Hope Gifts for Cunningham: Men’s Deodorant (no roll-on); 

Gift cards of $20 or more for Walmart, Dollar Tree, and McDonald’s; 

and Box Tops for Education 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House would like Gift Cards for their patrons 

 

RESERVATION DEADLINE is APRIL 11, 2018 

Send reservations to: Sheryl Brandenburg, 560 E. 5th St., Neoga, IL  62447 

Lunch Cost $8.00 

(Make checks payable to Neoga Grace UMW) 
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