
A down-to-earth, practical introduction to the ins and outs of preaching for lay 
preachers, bivocational pastors, and others newly arrived in the pulpit. 
 

Recent years have seen a considerable increase in the amount of financial re-
sources required to support a full-time pastor in the local congregation. In addition, 
large numbers of full-time, seminary trained clergy are retiring, without commensu-
rate numbers of new clergy able to take their place. As a result of these trends, a 
large number of lay preachers and bivocational pastors have assumed the principal 
responsibility for filling the pulpit week by week in local churches. Most of these 
individuals, observes Clifton Guthrie, can draw on a wealth of life experiences, as 
well as strong intuitive skills in knowing what makes a good sermon, having lis-
tened to them much of their lives. What they often don't bring to the pulpit, howev-
er, is specific, detailed instruction in the how-tos of preaching. That is precisely 
what this brief, practical guide to preaching has to offer. 
 

For questions or more information contact: Lori Sparks, District Director of Lay Servant Ministries,  
950 CR 1350 E, Toledo 62468, Phone: 217.259.3234, email: la_sparks2008@yahoo.com. 

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT 

2021 Summer 
Advanced Lay Servant Class 

“Called to Preach” 

Written with the needs of those for whom preaching is not their sole or primary occupation in mind, it begins by em-
phasizing what every preacher brings to the pulpit: an idea of what makes a sermon particularly moving or memora-
ble to them. From there the book moves into short chapters on choosing an appropriate biblical text or sermon top-
ic, learning how to listen to one's first impressions of what a text means, moving from text or topic to the sermon 
itself while keeping the listeners needs firmly in mind, making thorough and engaging use of stories in the sermon, 
and delivering with passion and conviction. The book concludes with helpful suggestions for resources, including 
Bibles, commentaries, other print resources and websites. 
Counts towards the Certified Lay Speaker Tract. 

Required Text:  From Pew to Pulpit by Clifton F. Guthrie.  (ISBN 9780687066605).  Participants are expected to 
read and complete the text prior to class.  The instructor will notify the participants of any additional assignments.  

Available through Amazon (paperback), the Upper Room Bookstore, and Cokesbury. 

DATE: Saturday, June 26, 2021    

TIME: 8:00am - 4:30pm (registration begins at 7:30am) 

LOCATION: Effingham Centenary UMC, 203 E Grove Ave, Effingham 62401 

COST:  $25.00   

MEAL:  Bring your own sack lunch.  Drinks and snacks will be provided. 

REGISTRATION:  Advanced registration is required and must be done through the conference website at  

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ERD2021SummerAdvancedLayServantClassCalledtoPreach 
 

If you experience any difficulties with the on-line registration or need to edit your registration please contact the  
Embarras River District Office at 217-347-3915 or  EmbarrasRiver@igrc.org.  
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  Friday, June 18, 2021 


