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      Learning About Climate Change 

 

At the Iroquois River District Spring Meeting 

on Saturday, March 25 Dr. Jessica Conroy 

from the University of Illinois Departments 

of Geology and Plant Biology talked with us 

about climate change, an issue currently of 

interest to United Methodist Women.  She 

graphically illustrated that land and ocean 

temperatures are rising as are levels of Co2 

in the atmosphere.  Scientists do not know 

the exact effects of these changes but   

suggest that there will be future changes in extreme events such as drought,   

intense rainfall, and hurricanes/cyclones.  The past does show us that drought is 

a major factor in population migration. 

 

The future climate in Illinois will be warmer and wetter which could mean a de-

cline in agriculture.  So what can we do?  United Methodist statement on climate 

change: “As a matter of stewardship and justice Christians must take action now 

to reduce global warming pollution and stand in solidarity with our brothers and 

sisters around the world whose land, livelihood and lives are threatened by the 

global climate crisis.”  What can we do?  Make personal changes—swap         

incandescent for LEDs, use cold water for washing, recycle, buy Energy Star  

appliances and fuel efficient vehicles, eat local.  Yes, but more importantly, vote 

climate issues.  Let your elected officials know your feelings. 
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Thoughts from the Connor Corner 
Galatians 2:20   I myself no longer live, 

but Christ lives in me.  So I live my life 

in this earthly body by trusting in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. 

Easter is always a spiritual time for me.  

Even as a young girl, before I fully un-

derstood the meaning of the resurrec-

tion of my Lord and Savior, my mother 

made sure I was aware that spring 

brings new life to a world that appeared 

dead and forsaken. That new dress, 

hat, shoes and gloves represented a 

fresh opportunity to become a new per-

son. And, of course, Easter Sunday 

was the day to rededicate my life to 

Christ.  My wish for you this Eastertide 

is that you find a fresh new spirit, re-

freshed to serve the Savior who died 

and lives for you. 

As your representative, I have attended 

two CCH board meetings and two Con-

ference Executive meetings and volun-

teered at the CCH Festival of Quilts. 

IGRC UMW officers are working hard to 

provide Spiritual Growth and Social 

Action, learning events for the 2017 

year. I encourage all of you to take ad-

vantage of these opportunities. Every 

person attending enriches the experi-

ence for the others that are there. 

As of January this year IRD UMW has 

1,014 members. IRD District has 84 

UMC and only 41 UMW units. I know 

we are failing the ladies in those 

churches not represented in the unit 

count. If you know members of those 

churches without UMW units, please 

encourage them to contact me. We will 

work with them on establishing new 

units. 

 

During the Mission Today Goals Report 

collection many presidents expressed  

concern about having only 3 or 4  

members.  God does amazing things 

with 3 or 4 gathered together.  If your 

church is emphasizing small groups, 

remember UMW circles have been 

small groups nourishing each other 

since the early 1800’s!!! 

 

If you give one dollar to Pledge to Mis-

sion, that is one dollar more than we 

have without you.  Remember we are 

an organization that is international.  

Yes, we give time and money to local 

needs.  We are grateful to have Na-

tional Missions of CCH and LBDNH.  

Just remember that we give to the Na-

tional UMW Organization to support 

schools and hospitals, clinics, training 

and leadership skills for women, youth 

and children around the world.  Jesus 

said “Go unto all the world and preach 

the gospel”.  St. Francis of Assissi 

added “and if you have to, use words”. 

 

John Wesley  never planned to build a 

church, but he did plan to share Means 

of Grace and Acts of Mercy.  We never 

retired from these. 

 

First, pray.  Each one of us can do that.  

Pray at home, pray in community; then 

as God leads you give.  Women in 

1800 started by giving pennies, that is 

still giving; then step out in faith to do 

social action and if you still feel you 

can’t do, encourage others.  Our recur-

ring theme is Faith, Hope and Love in 

Action.  Have faith, give hope and love. 

 

Before I finish, I want to encourage 

those who can to go to Assembly 2018 

in Columbus, Ohio.  Put it on your cal-

endar.  Plan to join women from around 

the world in worship and learning and 

shared experience of God’s call. 
 

 

 

 

Susan Connor 

President 

1431 County Road 800 North 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-259-1649, accepts texts 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

2017 National Days of Recognition 

 

May 2017—National Mental Health 

Month; National Blood Pressure Month; 

National Brain Cancer and Brain Tumor 

Awareness Month; National Melanoma 

Month 

May 2—National Women’s Check Up   

 Day        

May 4– National Day of Prayer 

May 5—Cinco de Mayo 

May 14—Mother’s Day 

May 25—National Mission Children’s Day 

May 31—National Senior Health and   

 Fitness Day 

 

June—African-American Music           

 Appreciation 

June 4—National Cancer Survivor Day 

June 6—National Eyeware Day 

June 12—National Children’s Day 

June 18—Father’s Day 

 

July—Cell Phone Courtesy Month 

 

August 21—National Senior Citizen’s Day 

August 26—National Women’s Equality 

 Day 

September—Baby Safety Month, His-

panic Heritage Month, National Child-

hood Obesity Awareness Month, National 

Preparedness Month, National Suicide 

Prevention Month 

September 4—Labor Day 

September 27—National Women’s 

Health and Fitness Day 
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Vice-President 
Greetings to all! 

 

I love the UMW Purpose.  I love to sing 

it; I love what it says!  But there is one 

word in our Purpose that has recently 

held my attention.  And that word is  

creative.  We are to be a creative 

supportive fellowship.  Well I know that 

the sisterhood of United Methodist 

Women is supportive.  But how are we 

doing in being creative?  As Vice  

President of the district, I, with the help 

of the board, have the honor of arrang-

ing programming for our district  

 

 

 

 

meetings.  Who takes that role in your 

units?  Do your meetings always look 

the same—devotions, a lesson 

(sometimes read from the program 

book) and business?  Are all of your 

members enthused about the pro-

grams?  Could some meetings be just 

for fun and fellowship?  Could your 

working people meet on line through 

social media?  If we are to continue to 

grow and evolve, we need to implement 

the creative in our purpose.  Write and 

tell me what your unit is doing that is 

outside the standard box. 

 

 
 
 

Waiting to hear from you, 
 

Pam Socie 

Vice President 

1533 County Rd 2200 E 

St. Joseph, IL 61873 

217-469-2782 

217-417-5970 

psocie@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Resources          
Hi Ladies!  I hope you are all enjoying 

this lovely spring weather.  I know I am.  

It was nice to meet so many of you at 

the Spring meeting at Champaign Faith.  

At the meeting I presented 90+ certifi-

cates.  Great job to all the readers!  I 

would love to be able to present 100 

certificates next year.   

 

I would like to bring a few items to your 

attention about the 2017 Reading Pro-

gram.  Each year a few books are des-

ignated as Bonus Books. A Bonus Book 

counts as two books – either as two 

books in one category or as one book 

in two categories.  Here is a list of the 

Bonus Books for this year. 

 

 
 

Faith Ed    
2 books in Education for Mission 
 
America and Its Guns   
2 books in Social Action 
 
What We’re Fighting For Now Is Each 
Other 2 books in Social Action 
 
Earlier this year I started a Facebook 
group for the Reading Program.  It is a 
place to post book reviews, see what 
others are reading and more.   From 
Facebook, search for IRD UMW Book 
Lady and request to join the group.  
Then I will approve your request.  It’s 
that simple.  If you have trouble joining 
the group, just let me know, and I will 
see what I can do to help you. 
 

 

If you have questions about the Read-

ing Program, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Blessings and Happy Reading! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Benson 

Secretary of Program Resources 

2604 Coppertree Rd 

Champaign, IL 61822 

217-355-8924 

bbenson217@gmail.com 



Spiritual Growth 
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more!!  What a loving, generous God 

we serve!! 

 

Have a blessed summer.  We hope to 

see you at Mission u in August. 

 

 

 

 

In God’s Love, 

Carolyn Paullin 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330E 300N Rd 

Bellflower, IL 61724 

309-722-3339 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net 

gifts He continually provides to nourish  

us.  The fun part of this whole process 

is that he has fruits available all year 

long.  He will deliver the best –no  

bruises or soft spots.  We can give Him 

a call 24/7, and the delivery is free!  He 

will take care of the processing, also.  

Sometimes He has to heat up our 

hearts and sterilize us clean, but it is 

totally worth it for the precious sweet-

ness that fills our lives.   What are these 

life-sustaining fruits?  In Galatians 5: 

22, we find our grocery list:  love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control.  Can’t decide which one you 

need the most?  Well, He does offer a 

variety pack that includes everything we 

need!  When we preserve all of these 

and stock our pantry, we have plenty.  

Now we can share making tantalizing 

treats that uplift others, feeding their 

hearts and souls as well.  Christ as-

sures us that if we use up all the gifts  

He gives us He will give us even 

 

Happy Spring, Dear Children of God!  

 

We praise God for the sunshine and the 

warmth, the rain and the soothing col-

ors of His earth coming alive!  At this 

time of the year our thoughts turn to the 

outdoors and to all the bounty our gar-

dens (or Farmers’ Markets) will provide 

for us.  What fun to plan how we will 

stock our pantries full!!  

 

Before we start a new season, we will 

want to take stock of what is left on the 

shelves in our lives.  Do we have some 

old jars of not so healthy food remain-

ing there?  Perhaps we have a pint or 

two of pride or envy that are lingering in 

the dark shadows.  I know I have quarts 

of worry and negative thoughts that 

need to be tossed far, far away.  Christ 

promises that He will help us clear all of 

our “old” ways out of our pantries so 

there is room for all the bounty He has 

in store for us.  With our shelves clean 

and fresh, we can accept the wonderful  

 

 

 Education & Interpretation 
The Legacy Fund 

I come from a family of United Method-

ist Women. I remember my mother 

cleaning the house and making Date 

Pudding Cake for her circle meeting. As 

a child, I did not like Date Pudding and 

wondered if the women ate it just to be 

polite. Recently, I came across a cook-

book with my grandmother Ada’s reci-

pes. It was compiled by the Women’s 

Society of Christian Service. Over the 

past 148 years our organization has 

had several name changes but the 

same mission. These are my personal 

legacy stories. I hope you think of your 

own and share them with the women in 

your units. Maybe your unit might make 

a legacy bulletin board and show pic-

tures or names of women who have 

been mentors for you.   

  

The Legacy Fund is established in 

honor of 150 years of service and to 

extend our mission forward. When our 

organization was established in 1869, 7 

women contributed their pennies. To-

day we each can decide how much we 

can afford to keep our foremother’s 

hope to carry on. No unit is too small. 

Remember it was only 7 women who 

got the spark going for contributing to 

missions.  Prayerfully consider a dona-

tion to the Legacy Fund.  Checks can  

be made out to United Methodist  

Women National Office and clearly 

marked in the memo Legacy Fund.  

Mail your check to: 

Office of the Treasurer, United  

Methodist Women, 475 Riverside Drive, 

New York, NY 10115 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Lum 

Education & Interpreta-

tion Coordinator 

2305 Belmore Drive 

Champaign, IL 61821 

217-356-0897 

cherylulum@yahoo.com   



                    Date Time Event Location 

Friday, August 4 - 

Sunday, August 6 

 Mission u weekend Northfield Inn, Springfield                                  

Sunday, August 6 

Wednesday, August 9 

 Mission u weekday Northfield Inn, Springfield 

Saturday, September 23 9 am—2 pm IRD Fall District Meeting Mahomet UMC 

Saturday, October 7 9 am—3 pm IGRC UMW Annual Meeting Springfield First UMC 

 

Saturday, November 4 9 am—2pm Personal Growth Retreat/Officer Update Rankin UMC 

Calendar of Events 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 5           The Beacon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                    Social Action 
The Power of Bold 

 

I love the theme for the 2018 Assembly- 

The Power of Bold! When women unite, 

bold and courageous things happen.  

For years –almost 150 of them –women 

have come together to pray, work, and 

make a difference in the world both 

locally and abroad.   Check out the 

UMW website (umwassembly.org) for 

more details on this and on other areas 

of interest and concern for United Meth-

odist Women.  The priority issues of 

greatest concern for the next 4 years 

are Maternal and Child Health, Climate 

Justice, Mass Incarceration, and Eco-

nomic Equality.  These areas are cer-

tain to be emphasized as we gather in 

Columbus, Ohio on May 18 – 20, 2018.   

 

Registration begins on Sept. 1, 2017, 

but you can go to the website and click 

on “Count me in” to receive the latest 

updates on speakers, workshops, and 

hotels.   

We can begin our education and dis-

cussion concerning economic justice at 

our own Iroquois River District’s Per-

sonal Growth Seminar  titled 

“Overworked and Undervalued Women, 

Race and the Economy” to be held at 

Rankin UMC on Saturday, Nov. 4, 

2017.  Let’s make a goal of having at 

least one member from every local 

UMW attend  this seminar to bring back 

the information gleaned to all.  Don’t 

forget to register for Mission u as well.  

So many opportunities exist for us to be 

bold and courageous!   

 

Pat Davis 

Social Action Coordinator 

3204 Ridge Park Rd 

Urbana, IL 61802 

847-606-2650 

pat@bnpdavis.com 
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 
Hello everyone! 

 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 

House is undergoing renovation.  The 

original building, built it 1939, is being 

remodeled.  The small rooms on the 

third floor that were once used as dor-

mitory rooms are being opened up to 

create new office space.  There is a 

beautiful new conference room and 

there will soon be a new staff lunch 

room and lounge.  Best of all, the roof 

no longer leaks so there is not water 

coming down the interior walls as was 

once the case. 

 

There is also a redesigned space which 

now houses the Seasoned Circle Café.  

The Café serves breakfast and lunch to 

seniors 60 and older Monday through 

Friday.  Transportation to and from the 

Café is provided as well as daily activi-

ties such as bingo, exercise and Bible 

study.  Birthdays and anniversaries are 

celebrated and seniors who want to 

remain independent in their own homes 

develop a sense of community and 

belonging. 

 

Part of the Neighborhood House mis-

sion statement reads, “The Lessie 

Bates Davis Neighborhood House is a 

Christian ministry, called by God to 

bring hope and love that will help trans-

form people’s lives”.  That’s what your 

donations to Neighborhood House are 

all about—hope and love! 

Giving thanks, 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 

House Representatives: 

 

 

Linda Grose 

1189 Country Club Road 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-728-4697 

217-855-9189 

mikelindagrose@gmail.com 

 

Pam Socie 

1533 County Road 2200E 

St. Joseph, IL 61873 

217-469-2782 

217-417-5970 

psocie@gmail.com 

                    Cunningham Children’s Home 
“Glory be to God.  By His mighty power 

at work He is able to accomplish infi-

nitely more than we would ever dare to 

ask or hope.” 

 

God specializes in things thought to be 

impossible, as the 2017 Cunningham 

Festival of Quilts proved once again—

net profit was over $74,000—God is 

good! 

 

One hundred five beautiful quilts were 

made by talented quilters for the auc-

tion and boutique, forty-two were sold 

and twenty-three were at Angel Price.  

Sixty-six amazing quilts were loaned to 

the Festival for the show.  The bou-

tique, gift shop, café and bake sale 

were successful as well. 

A Big Thank You goes again this year 

to Arby’s and their local shops for    

raising $8,376 by asking for a donation 

when you ate at their restaurants.  

Nineteen new sponsors joined the   

Festival fund raiser.  Thirteen hundred  

people enjoyed the two day event. 

 

The successful Festival was due to all 

the hard work from the staff of Cunning-

ham, all the quilters, knitters, crafters, 

bakers and volunteers.  Words cannot 

express our gratitude. 

 

As your representatives to Cunningham 

we are ready to visit your units to tell 

more stories of Cunningham and pre-

sent your Spirited Servant Awards.  

Just give us a call. 

“To love whatever you do and feel that 

it matters—how could anything be more 

fun?”  Katharine Graham 

 

Cunningham Representatives 

 

Roberta Benschneider 

205 E Fourth Street 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3575 

rbenschneider@juno.com 

 

Bobby Walker 

406 W Diller 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3617 (home) 

217-840-3617 (cell) 

bswalker24@gmail.com 
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Hello to IRD UMW members! 

 

Come on girls, let’s get out and get 

some members to our units.  Invite 

someone for a trip to the mall or for 

coffee or a shake.  How about a  

luncheon meeting or just welcome 

someone new in church.  Surprise her 

with a treat and let her know the good 

work the UMW does here in the USA 

and overseas.  It was great to see eve-

ryone at the Spring Meeting. 

Dicksie Blankenship 

MN & O Coordinator 

999 Route 10 West 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-357-4940 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com 

  Nominations 
We are still looking for a treasurer that 

can step up now as MaryBess really 

needs to step back with all that is going 

on with her as far as grad school, so 

please talk to women in your circles.  

MaryBess is willing to train and will be 

in the area to help out if needed.  But 

this is a MUCH needed position we 

need to fill.  We are also looking for a 

Communications Coordinator as Kay 

McCoy would like to step down as she 

had held this position for a long time. 

There are some changes coming with  

 

regard to The Beacon so if interested or 

have questions, you can contact Kay.  

We also will need to fill a soon to be 

vacant position as Lessie Bates Davis 

NH representative.  Pam Socie can 

answer questions about this position. 

 

Thank you for thinking and praying 

about these three positions.  We need 

to fill the Treasurer very soon.  The 

other two we want to fill but not as ur-

gently as the Treasurer position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

Committee on Nominations 

 

Cheryl Van Ness 

Chair of Nominations 

1809 Lydia Court 

Urbana, IL 61802 

217-351-5033 

cvn902@aol.com 

 

 

 

Charlotte Pritchard 

Box 43 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-359-5406 

Judy Hudgens 

978 N Martha’s Court 

Milford, IL 60953 

815-889-4803 

815-471-4976 

judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

Sandy Rich 

68 Somerset Drive 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-521-1385 

sandyr5@frontier.com 

 Treasury Notes 
financially commit, the district is offering 

one scholarship for the full registration 

fee (including shared hotel room).  If 

you are interested in applying, please 

send your registration form along with a 

brief note to me by June 1, 2017.  The 

earlier you send it, the better.  (Mission 

u registration forms were included in 

your officer packet at the spring meet-

ing so see your unit president.)  I will be 

in touch the first week of June with  

results.  If you have any questions, 

please let me know. 

 

MaryBess Gordon 

Treasurer 

604 W. Springfield Avenue 

Champaign, IL 61820 

217-377-3800 

marybessgordon@gmail.com 

Hello ladies! 

 

I hope you all had a blessed Easter and 

are enjoying this beautiful spring.  I 

wanted to make you aware of a special 

scholarship we have this year.    

 

As many of you know Mission u is a 

terrific annual event.  It’s an opportunity 

to study, worship and grow as a UMW.  

We encourage everyone to attend and 

experience this great event.  For those 

who wish to attend but aren’t able to  
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In Memory 
Each cluster on the grape wreath designed by Spiritual Growth Coordinator Carolyn Paullin represents an Iroquois River District 

United Methodist Woman who went to her Heavenly home this past year.  They are as follows: 

Arcola 

Ruth Holady 

 

Camargo 

Sandy Coykendall 

 

Catlin 

Sandy Redenbaugh 

 

Champaign First 

Elizabeth Bolton 

Ruth Brunkow 

Martha Curtis 

Mary Jones 

JoAnn McKay 

Dorothy Rae 

 

Danville First 

Mary Knowles Bonelrake 

Kathryn Cooper 

 

Danville St. James 

Wanda Erskine 

Lee Littell 

Marge Meloy 

Nona Sprouls 

Clara Thorton 

Joan Wilson 

Farmer City 

Juanita Foulk 

 

Hoopeston 

Barbara Egnew 

Louise Hamilton 

Nellie Woodard 

 

Mahomet 

Mary Freese 

Geraldine Hickle 

Marilyn Sinclair 

Thelma Turner 

 

Paxton 

Annabelle Anderson 

Millie Baier 

Edith Bender 

Madge Mullinax 

Esther Seaman 

 

Rankin 

Yvonne Stelter 

Olive Anderson 

 

Rossville 

Donna Masengale 

Savoy 

Becky Fox 

 

Urbana Wesley 

Janey Travers 

 

Villa Grove 

Bev Greger 

 

Weedman 

Murielle Otto 

 

Weldon 

Joann Moody 
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                                             Communications 
Beacon Mailing Changes Coming 

Greetings United Methodist Women! 

 

Our district newsletter, The Beacon, 

published four times per year, is cur-

rently sent by bulk mail rate to Presi-

dents, Vice Presidents, Secretaries, 

Treasurers and  Secretary of Program 

Resources as well as the pastor of 

each church.   In order to maintain that 

bulk mail rate we must have a mailing 

list of 200 addresses.  With the loss of 

some UMW units we are falling short of 

that number.  Another problem is failure 

to report changes of address causing 

the newsletter to be returned requiring 

return postage.  With each mailing at 

least 4 or 5 newsletters are returned 

with incorrect addresses so over a  

year’s time this postage adds up caus-

ing the district unnecessary expense. 

 

Many of you are now receiving The 

Beacon by email and we are very 

pleased about that.  You not only save 

the postage and printing costs but you 

get your copy in color.   

 

At the last Executive Board meeting the 

following was decided. As of June 2017 

one printed copy will be mailed to each 

unit President.  She will be expected to 

share the information with her unit. 

 

Anyone currently receiving The Beacon 

by email will continue to do so and this 

option is available to anyone who 

wishes to receive an electronic copy 

regardless of whether or not they are 

an officer but you need to let us know 

so we can add you to the email list. 

Pastors will no longer receive a print 

copy but also have the option of receiv-

ing an electronic copy.   

 

Please contact me with any questions 

regarding these changes. 

 

Kay McCoy 

Communications Coordinator 

18 Lange Avenue 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-351-9106 

217-722-1613 

mccoy18@comcast.net 

District Spring Meeting 

Rainbow Units—Bismarck, Champaign 

Faith, Danville St. James, Loda, Middlefork, 

Milford, Piper City, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola 

Five Star Units—Arcola, Bellflower,    

Champaign First, Crescent City,          

Hoopeston, Rossville, Tolono, Urbana First, 

Urbana Wesley 

Joy Units—Arcola, Catlin, Loda, Milford, 

Urbana First, Watseka 

Hope Units—Donovan, Farmer City, Paxton 

Love Units—Bellflower, Bismarck, Centerville, 

Champaign Faith, Champaign First, Danville First, 

Danville St. James, Hindsboro, Hoopeston, India-

nola, Mahomet, Middlefork, Piper City, Rankin, 

Rantoul, Rossville, Savoy, Sullivan, Tolono,   

Tuscola, Urbana Wesley, Villa Grove, Weedman, 

Weldon 
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Best of Show—Carolyn Stine 

“My First Trip to Baltimore” 

First Place Hand Quilted—Carolyn Stine 

“Through the Looking Glass” 

First Place Machine Quilted—Ruth Beatty 

“Blue Stars” 

First Place Wall Hanging—Charlene 

Bremer, Coleen Jones “Spring Bouquet” 

First Place Baby Quilt—Helen Kershaw, 

June Koertge   “Baby Animals” 

First Place Antique Quilt—Naomi Nuss 

“Civil War” 

People’s Choice—Barbara Farner 

“Dozens of Friends, Hundreds of Memories” 

Judge’s Choice—Carolyn Stine, 

Terry McMillan    “Blue Collection” 
Judge’s Choice—Virginia McQuistion, Ruth  

Frank, Marj Burfiend  “State Flowers” 


