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Spring Meeting of
Iroquois River District United Methodist Women
Saturday, March 25, 2017 (9 am–2 pm)
Faith United Methodist Church
1719 S. Prospect Ave, Champaign
Love gifts: Cunningham—women’s deodorant (solids only), gift cards
(fast food, Wal-Mart, Target, Meijer) Box Tops for Education
Lessie Bates Davis NH—toothpaste, toothbrushes and combs
____________________________________________________________________
Iroquois River District UMW Spring Meeting Registration
Local Unit Name:_______________________________ # Attending:__________
Contact Person:_________________________________ Phone:______________
# of Lunch Reservations @$10:____________Amt. Enclosed: $_____________
Child Care Needed? Yes__ No__ Number/age of children_______________
Bring a sack lunch (no peanut butter or peanut products please)
Send reservations and check payable to Faith UMW by Friday, March 17
to Beth Monti, 47 Glenn Dr., White Heath, IL 61844
Phone: 217-687-4502, Email: eamonti@netscape.com
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Thoughts from the Connor Corner
Blessings from the Iroquois District
UMW Officers.
As I take on the responsibility of President of the District, I am full of joy and
sorrow. We will all dreadfully miss
Becky Fox now that she has gone to be
with our Lord and Savior. I am aware of
what an awesome job she did in this
office and I will endeavor to be as good
a president as our Lord guides us into
the future. March 23, 2017, is the 3rd
Annual UMW Day of Giving. I encourage you to give to the Legacy Fund,
part of our 5 year 150th Anniversary
celebration. The Legacy is a permanent
endowment to support the work of future generations of UMW. This is something Becky was passionate about and
we can give monies in her honor toward
that fund. You can give online at
www.unitedmedthodistwomen.ort/
legacyfund, by phone 800-278-7771,
text to Legacy150 to 41444, or by
check to Office of the Treasurer UMW,

475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY
10115 (write Legacy Fund in memo
section of check).
One of my inspirational Bible verses is
from Micah 6:8, He has told you human
one what is good and what the Lord
requires from you: to do justice (what is
right), to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. To do this we must
learn and grow in Christ. Please pray
without ceasing and take full advantage of all the worship and learning
opportunities that your District and Conference has worked so diligently to provide for you. Please encourage your
unit members to attend our Spring and
Fall Meetings, Spiritual Growth opportunities and Mission u. Please mark your
calendars now and encourage each
other. As you read the reports from the
rest of your District Officers, think of all
the ways you can serve Christ through
the United Methodist Women.

Although I am new to the President
office I have served on the Board as
Nominations Chair and as Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House Representative. My husband Merll and I live in
Sullivan, have 7 children between us
and 11 grandchildren. I serve the local
church wherever and whenever possible and am a member of our District
Committee on Ordained Ministry.
May God bless you in all you do for Him
in 2017.

Susan Connor
President
1431 County Road 800 North
Sullivan, IL 61951
217-259-1649, accepts texts
radtech20032003@yahoo.com

In Memory
Rebecca Ann “Becky” Fox left her
earthly home for her heavenly home on
Sunday, January 8, 2017. For the past
four years Becky has competently and
efficiently led the Iroquois River District
United Methodist Women as our
President, even though battling cancer
throughout the last year of her presidency. She was a strong advocate of
the motto “Faith, Hope and Love in Action”. During her time in office she was
thrilled that every position on the Executive Board was filled. In her honor
we hope that continues to be the case.
Becky and her husband, the late Rev.

Carl Fox, ministered in the Methodist
Church in central Illinois for 48 years.
She taught in the Danville schools for
30 years. She is survived by daughters
Anne and Mary, four granddaughters,
five great-grandchildren and three
brothers. She was a native of West
Virginia and often shared photos of her
beloved home state.

Becky was very passionate about
UMW, the Legacy Fund, Cunningham
Children’s Home and Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House. She was
an active member of Savoy United
Methodist Church, serving on several
committees, being a member of the
choir and Savoy UMW.
A celebration of her life was held on
Thursday, January 26 at Savoy United
Methodist Church. Memorials can be
directed to Savoy UMW or as listed
above to the Legacy Fund.
She will be greatly missed!

Page 3

The Beacon

Vice-President
Hello!
My name is Pam Socie. After a three
year hiatus from working in the district
UMW, I find myself now the new Vice
President. That means if you have an
idea for a district program or your unit
would like to host a district meeting in
the future, I’m the one to talk to. I’m
also one of the Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House Representatives,

so I’d be happy to come to talk to your
unit about that great program.
I look forward to greeting all of you at
our spring meeting at Faith UMC in
Champaign on March 25, 2017. Dr.
Jessica Conroy will be discussing climate change with us. Come ready to
learn and enjoy the great fellowship. I’ll
see you there.

Pam Socie
Vice President
1533 County Rd 2200 E
St. Joseph, IL 61873
217-469-2782
217-417-5970
psocie@gmail.com

From the Secretary’s Pen
More than 3 years ago I was volunteering at Barnes and Noble Bookstore to
support Cunningham Children’s Home.
A few friends and myself supervised
some children’s activities and let people
know about the mission of Cunningham
C.H. As I was preparing to leave, a
lovely elderly woman complimented me
for giving my time to such a wonderful
organization. She said she was part of
a small women’s group that really
needed a secretary and would I be
available to volunteer with her?
I gulped and said, “ I have never been a
secretary anywhere, I don’t know if I’d
be very helpful.” She assured me I’d be

fine, “We only meet 4 or 5 times a
year,” she added. I heard myself answer, “Okay”, a very unsure, shaky
affirmative. Little did I know I had volunteered to be the secretary of the
Iroquois River District UMW. Sheesh.
Maybe you have guessed it was Becky
Fox who asked for my help that summer. She was foxy in that she didn’t
show all her cards when she asked me.
I am often reluctant to ask for help so I
grew to admire the way she asked people to do things. She was gracious and
generous. Becky introduced me to the
culture of UMW and a group of women
who live out their faith in service to the

many Methodist missions our churches
support.
Thank you Becky! You are missed.

Mary Ann Matthews
Secretary
504 W Dunbar
Mahomet, Il 61853
217-766-5918
heiryann6@gmail.com

The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Methodist Women. Editor: Kay McCoy, Communications Coordinator, 217-351-9106,
Email: mccoy18@comcast.net. The Beacon is published to report and inform UMW of district and conference programs. For more information visit the Iroquois
River District web site (www.igrc.org/iroquoisriver) and click on the UMW link.
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Spiritual Growth
Happy New Year—a little late, but
never too late! I hope you are ready for
a totally blessed year!
Each Christmas season as I finish up
the year, I try to find a particular word or
phrase that jumps out at me and becomes my focus for the coming year.
This year I was called to “Emmanuel”.
As I thought about the theological
meaning of this wonderful word, I was
sure this was it! I love the idea of God
being with us at our creation—planning
our lives to glorify Him. I am humbled
by the idea that Christ lowered himself
to live with us on earth so He could
show His loving understanding of our
world. I am overwhelmed that the Holy
Spirit is within us to insure our salvation
and our future home with God.
While all of that was running through
my mind, my heart was warming to the
sheer joy of having “God with us” every
minute of every day. When life gets
challenging for us, we only need to

breathe that one word, Emmanuel, and
He is with us guiding, comforting, or
kicking us into action! Even as a child, I
would have a constant running conversation with God. Those conversations
have continued throughout my life.
How fabulous it is to have a God who is
always with us, who always listens, who
always loves us. Whatever we are facing today, right this minute, we can
shout out, speak out, whisper out, or
just breathe out our thoughts to God.
He is with us. Praise, glory, honor,
thanksgiving, and love belong to Him!
Let Him fill your heart with all the goodness He has planned for you this year.
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

gone to Heaven during this past year.
Please send me your list of names by
March 18 so they may be remembered
during our memorial service.
We look forward to seeing you at the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat on February 24 and
25. Details are included in this Beacon.
It promises to be a Spirit-led weekend!!
In God’s Love,
Carolyn Paullin
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
36330E 300N Rd
Bellflower, IL 61724
309-722-3339
paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net

At our Spring Meeting on March 25 we
will be honoring those ladies who have

Education & Interpretation
Hello, let me introduce myself. My
name is Cheryl Lum and I am the coordinator for Education & Interpretation. I
live in Champaign and welcome you to
come to my home church, Champaign
Faith, for our Spring District meeting. I
look forward to this meeting and know it
will be filled with Education, Fellowship
and Spiritual touches.
mission u is scheduled for July 28-30
(week-end) and July 30-Aug 2 (weekday) at Northfield Inn & Suites in
Springfield,IL. The Spiritual Growth
whole group book study is “A Covenantal Community, Part 1”. The Social Issues topic “Climate Justice” is repeated

from last year and the Geographical
topic is “The Missionary Conferences of
the UMC”. The youth study is also “The
Missionary Conferences”.
Winter is a good time to be warm and
cozy in our home and reading. I was
very interested and educated this past
year when I read “Just Mercy” by Bryan
Stevenson about the criminal justice
system and “In the Sanctuary of Outcasts” by Neil White about the treatment of leprosy in the US. Both of
these books were easy to read but very
informative.

Hope to see you at the Spring Meeting
or at mission u.

Cheryl Lum
Education & Interpretation Coordinator
2305 Belmore Drive
Champaign, IL 61821
217-356-0897
cherylulum@yahoo.com
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Social Action
Our hearts are saddened with the news
that our beloved Becky Fox has passed
on to her maker. She was an inspiration to many. One of the ways to honor
her legacy is to commit to one of the
social action issues of concern to
United Methodist Women. Becky was a
woman of commitment and action.
Let’s follow in her footsteps.
At this time of year of Super Bowl one
main social concern is human trafficking. I hope some of you accepted the
challenge to take a photo of your group
saying we plan to “Box ‘Em Up”. In football, the phrase "stack the box" is used
when the defense puts its players in a
rectangular formation ("in the box") to
stop the offensive team's rush in its
tracks. Traffickers run a game on the
vulnerable and we aim to stack the box
against them, to intercept their game
and to box 'em up for prosecution.

The various issues about which United
Methodist Women are encouraged to
be informed include climate justice,
economic justice, global migration, domestic violence, health care, food justice and human trafficking. Many issues
are related in that they stem from similar causes; for instance the economic or
political situation in a region creates a
need for people to migrate. As a result,
desperate individuals find themselves
poor, hungry, homeless, without health
care, in an abusive or even trafficked.
As members of God's family, we are all
connected - and so are the issues that
we must face together.

already formed to discover what is being done and how you can help. Educating yourself is the first step in responding to an issue. Go to unitedmethodistwomen.org website for a
wealth of knowledge and ideas. Unite
Then decide how you can best act on
this issue. Remember our mantra—
Faith in ACTION.
Pat Davis
Social Action Coordinator
3204 Ridge Park Rd.
Urbana, IL 61802
217-344-2075 (home)
847-606-2650 (cell)
pat@bnpdavis.com

Which of the issues mentioned most
directly affect your community? Commit to educate your UMW members
about the local challenges of that issue.
Seek out groups or organizations

Cunningham Children’s Home
Jesus said to his apostles, “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to all
creations”. When I read this verse I
think of all of you. By all of the things
you do over a year you are preaching
the Gospel—the Gospel of Love.
Thank you to everyone for the gifts,
volunteer hours and prayers that you
have bestowed on Cunningham Kids in
2016. Because of you Christmas was
once again a wonderful time for the
youth at Cunningham.
We hope that you have had a wonderful
and peaceful holiday season. To me,
there is always such a peace as I think
back on family gatherings. Bringing

peace, safety and love is what the Cunningham staff strives to bring to their
kids’ lives. We, as United Methodist
Women, help the staff to do just that.
Roberta and I had a great 2016 visiting
with several units. We look forward to
visiting with all of you in 2017 and to tell
you of the wonderful things that are
happening at Cunningham. We ask
you to pray for the building project that
will begin probably in July. And, of
course, we ask you to always remember the staff and youth at Cunningham
in prayer throughout the year. Please
call us to set a time that we can visit
with your unit.

Love gifts for the Spring Meeting:
women’s deodorant (solids only, no roll
ons or sprays), gift cards and Box Tops
Cunningham Representatives:
Roberta Benschneider
205 E. Fourth Street
Broadlands, IL 61816
217-834-3575
rbenschneider@juno.com
Bobby Walker
406 W. Diller
Broadlands, IL 61816
217-834-3617 (home)
217-840-3617 (cell)
bswalker24@gmail.com
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Program Resources
Greetings! My name is Terry Benson,
and I am IRD’s Secretary of Program
Resources – AKA the Book Lady. The
2017 Reading Program reading list has
many great titles. I will have those
books for sale at the IRD meeting in
March as well as the books for Mission
u.
Honoring those ladies who participate
in the Reading Program is one of my
duties; to do that I need input from you.
Please send me your Reading Program
Report forms for 2016 by February 28.
I wish to thank those units who have
already done so. I want to recognize all
participants at the IRD Spring meeting,
so please include the ladies who have
not qualified for a Reading Program
Plan – those who have read less than

five books. If no one in your unit has
participated in the Reading Program,
please send me a form indicating you
have no participants. If you have not
received a Reading Program Report
form, let me know and I will get one to
you.
Another job of mine is to promote the
Reading Program in all the units of the
IRD. This year I would like to encourage each of you to read at least one
book. If you are anything like me, June
rolls around and you haven’t even
started reading for the Reading Program. This year I am changing that by
starting my reading in January. If I can
read a book every other month, I will
have six books to report at the end of
the year. Wish me luck.

If you have questions about the Reading Program or what books are on this
year’s reading list, please don’t hesitate
to contact me.
Blessings!
Terry Benson
Secretary of Program Resources
2604 Coppertree Rd
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-8924
bbenson217@gmail.com

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
Hello ladies!
We look forward to seeing everyone at
the Spring Meeting on March 25. The
love gifts for Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House are toothpaste,
tooth brushes and combs. Thank you
for your continuing support with your
love gifts.
If you weren’t at the Fall Meeting you
missed the opportunity to meet the new
President and CEO, Chris Coleman.
As a leader at the battle on extreme
poverty within the East St. Louis community, Chris has served on various
planning committees with non-profits,
for profit, and local officials seeking
alternatives rather than barriers to empower individuals and families to rise

from proverty and become selfsufficient. Growing up in extreme poverty Chris knows firsthand that it takes
a village of committed people working
together for the well being of others to
ensure positive outcomes. For more
than 18 years he has served LBDNH
prior to his promotion from Sr. Vice
President on June 1, 2016 under close
direction and training of the retired/
former 40-year veteran Bill Kreeb.
Chris has a heart to serve and a commitment to carry the gospel of Jesus
Christ by spreading God’s love to as
many as he can reach. He has been
married for 10 years to his wonderful
wife Dashia and they have three terrific
children Kendahle, Christopher Jr. and
Kaitlyn.

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House Representatives:
Linda Grose
1189 Country Club Road
Sullivan, IL 61951
217-728-4697
217-855-9189
mikelindagrose@gmail.com
Pam Socie
1533 County Road 2200E
St. Joseph, IL 61873
217-469-2782
217-417-5970
psocie@gmail.com
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Treasury Notes
Hello,
I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year! I thought I would
give you a quick recap of our 2016
finances. Our pledge to the conference
last year was $58,000. Through your
generous giving we were able to remit
$53,477 towards our pledge leaving us
about $4,500 short. Even though we
missed our pledge we should still be
happy with our generosity. In addition
to pledge giving (the 5 channels of giving) our District gave almost $22,000 in
other designated gifts (Cunningham

Children’s Home, Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House, Redbird Mission,
etc.). That is phenomenal! The ministry of the United Methodist Women is
being carried out because of these
amazing gifts.
We look forward to another wonderful
year in 2017. We did lower our pledge
to $54,000 and hope very much to be
able to meet or exceed that number.
Thank you for your continued support
and for always striving to do good for
women and children around the world.

Keep up the good work!
MaryBess Gordon
Treasurer
604 W. Springfield Avenue
Champaign, IL 61820
217-377-3800
marybessgordon@gmail.com

Membership, Nurture & Outreach
Hello to IRD UMW members!
As I have said before, life goes on and
we were blessed to have Becky this
long. Amen

Thank you for getting the membership
numbers to me. We just have to keep
working on old and new members for
our units. Please be looking forward to
our Spring Meeting at Faith UMC.
Blessings to all! Love, Dicksie

Dicksie Blankenship
MN & O Coordinator
999 Route 10 West
Clinton, IL 61727
217-357-4940
d.blankenship@mchsi.com

Nominations
The Nominations Committee is still
praying and looking for a Treasurer.
MaryBess Gordon has said she will
continue for awhile but she is back in
graduate school and needs someone to
step up. MaryBess is willing to train

and help the person for awhile. So,
please continue praying that we find
someone. Please consider asking
someone in your UMW.
Thank you.

Cheryl Van Ness
Chair of Nominations
1809 Lydia Court
Urbana, IL 61802
217-351-5033
cvn902@aol.com

Committee on Nominations
Charlotte Pritchard
Box 43
Savoy, IL 61874
217-359-5406

Judy Hudgens
978 N Martha’s Court
Milford, IL 60953
815-889-4803
815-471-4976
judy.hudgens@gmail.com

Sandy Rich
68 Somerset Drive
Clinton, IL 61727
217-521-1385
sandyr5@frontier.com
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From Illinois Great Rivers Conference UMW
February 5 is Super Bowl Sunday.
Conference President Camille
McCaskill is asking local units to decorate boxes and take pictures and send
them digitally to cmccask@att.net and
Kay Fisher igrcumwbridge@gmail.com.
If you post on Facebook use
#humantrafficking. In football the
phrase “stack the box” is used when the
defense puts its players in a rectangular
box formation to stop the offensive
team’s rush in its tracks. Traffickers
run a game on the vulnerable and we
aim to stack the box against them, to
intercept their game and to box ‘em up
for prosecution. Join UMW virtual
blockaid of open boxes, closed boxes,
tied boxes, decorated boxes. Join with

other women or women’s organizations
in your community. Two boxes or 20,
share your passion for stopping human
trafficking.

March is National Women’s History
Month, National Nutrition Month, National Credit Education Month, National
Kidney Awareness Month.

February is Black History Month, Children’s Dental Health Month, National
Wear Red Day February 3 (American
Heart Association), wear red Sunday
the 5th to show your support for saving
women’s lives. Go to
www.nhlbi.nih.gov for faith-based toolkit.

March 26 wear Purple for Epilepsy
Awareness Month.

February 14, Valentine’s Day, send a
card or visit the sick/shut-in in United
Methodist Women membership.

February 24-25—IGRC Spiritual
Growth Retreat in Illiopolis. You can
register online through the IGRC website.

March 28 is National American Diabetes Association Alert Day
Register to vote. Consolidated elections are April 4th

Biography of Jessica Conroy
Dr. Jessica Conroy is an assistant professor in the Department of Geology
and Department of Plant Biology at the
University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign. She received her BA from
the College of Wooster, her PhD from
the University of Arizona and was a
National Science Foundation postdoctoral fellow at Georgia Institute of
Technology prior to joining the faculty of
UIUC in 2013. Dr. Conroy’s climate
research involves understanding how

large and important components of the
earth’s water cycle, including the
El Nino/Southern Oscillation and the
Asian monsoon, have varied over the
last 10,000 years as well as more
recently in the context of humaninduced climate change.
She is also a mom to a very active baby
boy and enjoys cooking, reading and
gardening in her spare time.
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Calendar of Events
Date

Time

Event

Location

Friday, February 24 &
Saturday, February 25

5:00 pm
IGRC Spiritual Growth Retreat
8:00 am-3:00 pm.

Illiopolis First United Methodist
Church

Saturday, March 25

9:00 am-2:00 pm

District Spring Meeting

Faith United Methodist Church
Champaign

Friday, April 7 &
Saturday, April 8

Festival of Quilts

Spiritual Life Center
Cunningham Children’s Home

Friday,, July 28Sunday, July 30

Mission u weekend

Northfield Inn
Springfield

Sunday, July 30Wednesday, August 2

Mission u weekday

Northfield Inn
Springfield

