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Out of the Shadows: Human 

Trafficking in Our Backyards 
 

The eighty-six United Methodist Women in attendance at the      

Iroquois River District Annual meeting learned from Karen Robinson 

Simms of Meridian K Consulting that human trafficking is the act of 

recruiting, harboring, moving or obtaining a person, by force, fraud  

or coercion, for the purposes of involuntary servitude, debt bondage or sexual exploitation.  Victims 

come from all walks of life.  Traffickers frequently prey on individuals who are poor, vulnerable, living in 

an unsafe situation or are in search of a better life.  As many as 30 million people internationally have 

fallen victim to human trafficking and the epidemic has become the second largest criminal activity be-

hind the sale of illegal arms.  United Methodist Women stands against the exploitation of those forced 

to submit to civil injustice as a result of their basic needs or position in society.  In Illinois in 100 cases 

75% were for sex trafficking, 15% labor trafficking, 5% type not specified and 5% sex and labor.  Karen 

stressed the importance of “if you see something, report it” because our communities are not immune. 

Registration/Greeting Middletown String Band 

IRD officers for 2018 Presentation by guest speaker 

Love gifts for Lessie Bates Davis NH  and Cunningham 
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Thoughts from the Connor Corner 
Today I am still trying to absorb all that I 

was privileged to experience at IGRC 

UMW Annual Celebration on Saturday 

October 7th. If you missed this event, 

you deprived yourself of an excellent 

learning and spiritual opportunity.  

Bishop Frank Beard was our main 

speaker of the day. He shared with us, 

in his most unique way, that God has a 

favorite word. For Unbelievers the word 

is COME. But for Believers the word is 

GO. Go unto ALL the world and make 

disciples, baptizing and teaching. 

(Matthew 28:19). Jesus said we are the 

Light and the Salt of the world. I think 

some of us may be saltier than others 

and some broadcast more light than 

others.  Mark 16:15 GO into all the 

world and proclaim the gospel. Bishop 

Beard reminded us that the word gos-

pel is also interpreted as the Good 

News, and said the Good News is a 

message of Love, Grace, Faith and 

Hope.  Is that not what the UMW 

around the world do? We proclaim the 

message of Faith, Hope and Love 

through our mission work and mission 

giving at home and throughout the 

world. When I think that our fore-

mothers have been about God’s work 

for the past 150 years, I am amazed. 

We have not always been perfect or 

agreed on what is the best way to ex-

press God’s love, but we have kept at 

the work God assigned us: to care for 

women and children and youth. If we do 

not continue this work, who will? 150  

 

years ago a small group of women be-

gan mission work for women, children 

and youth because men (the estab-

lished church) would not.  

So I ask you, the Iroquois United Meth-

odist Women of 2017, will you GO do 

what God continues to call you to, re-

gardless of your age or how many join 

you in the work? Go with your feet and 

hands, Go in your prayers, and Go with 

your financial giving so that God’s chil-

dren of all ages feel loved and cared 

for. 

For the local Presidents: 

· I remind you that the Mission 
Goal Reports are due Jan.1, 
2018. Sending them to me 
earlier is perfectly acceptable. 

· Officer Training Event in Ran-
kin is Saturday, Nov 4th. Will I 
see 40 presidents there? 

· Have the members of your unit 
donated to the Legacy Fund? 

· Are you Registered for Assem-
bly 2018 in Columbus Ohio? 
New hotels have opened 
rooms for IGRC UMW, Call 
Hampton Inn & Suites 614-268
-8700 or the Hilton Garden Inn 
614-263-7200 ASAP. 

· 2018 IRD UMW calendar is 
included in this newsletter. 
Mark your calendar and share! 

·  

 Now Go where Jesus goes. Do what 

Jesus wants done. And Be who Jesus 

wants you to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Connor 

President 

1431 County Road 800 North 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-259-1649, accepts texts 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 
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Vice-President 
Ladies, 

Our district meetings for 2017 were 

fantastic in my opinion.  We had great 

speakers and wonderful host units for 

which I am very thankful.  Now it’s time 

to look ahead.  We have host places for 

2018 so I’m looking for units that would 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

be willing to host a district meeting in 

the spring or the fall of 2019.  If you feel 

your unit is too small to host, is there a 

unit nearby that you could partner with 

and cohost?  Please let me know if you 

would consider this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Fall everyone! 

 

Pam Socie, Vice President 

1533 County Rd 2200E 

St. Joseph, IL 61873 

217-469-2782 

217-417-5970 

psocie@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Fall!!  With Fall comes thoughts 

of Harvest.  On the farm, we are in the 

thick of it! God is so good!   Now is the 

time to think of setting our harvest ta-

ble.  I have a vision of a large table that 

will welcome many in sharing the 

bounty that God has provided for us.    

We do want to be prepared!   We will 

festoon it with the fanciest of settings 

and decorations.  Our part of this table 

is almost complete.  God will provide 

the rest.  In the center of the table will 

be the bread of life and the wine of sal-

vation.  All of our fancy bowls and plat-

ters will be filled to over flowing with the 

fruits of the Spirit:  faithfulness, love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-

ness, gentleness, and self-control.  Are 

you ready for the fun part?  There is no 

clean up; only enjoyment, as we have 

this table prepared within us.   We take 

it with us wherever our paths lead us, 

and we offer it to whoever comes in 

contact with us!!  Each and every per-

son we meet needs a portion of what 

God has provided within us.  There is 

no right or wrong way to serve up this 

soul-nourishing feast.  God will even 

guide you in doing just that.  Isn’t this 

what our world needs so badly right 

now?  Will you be His hands and feet in 

delivering this wonderful harvest to 

God’s family? With praise and thanks-

giving, we glorify God through our ser-

vice and love; and He blesses us 

through His presence, strength, and 

salvation. 

 

You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies.  You anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows.  

Surely goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever.   

                           Psalm 23:5 

 

Happy Thanksgiving!  We hope to see 

you at our Personal Growth gathering in 

Rankin on November 4. 

 

Carolyn Paullin 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330E  300 North Rd 

Bellflower, IL 61724 

309-722-3339 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net 

 

 

 

Spiritual Growth 



Education & Interpretation 
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Cheryl Lum 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator 

2305 Belmore Drive 

Champaign, IL 61821 

217-356-0897 

cherylulum@yahoo.com 

First, I want to thank you for giving me 

the “Woman of the Year” award.  I was 

surprised to receive this honor at the 

Fall District meeting.  The UMW focus 

on mission is taken seriously by women 

at every level of our organization, local, 

district, conference, national and world-

wide.  I humbly accept this award in 

honor of all women.   

 

As some of you already know, my   

family and I are planning to move to 

Corona, CA in the summer of 2018.  

We want to be closer to our son, 

daughter-in-law and two granddaugh-

ters ages 5 and 3.  Therefore, I need to 

step down as the Education & Interpre-

tation officer for the Iroquois River   

District.  This office is to encourage all  

 

                     Program Resources 
If you have questions about the  

Reading Program, please don’t hesitate 

to contact me. 

 

Blessings and Happy Reading! 

 

Terry Benson 

Secretary of Program Resources 

2604 Coppertree Rd 

Champaign, IL 61822 

217-355-8924 

bbenson217@gmail.com 

Hi Ladies!  Thanks for taking time out of 

your busy fall schedule to read my col-

umn. 

Please keep reading the Reading Pro-

gram books and issues of Response 

magazine.  I want to recognize lots of 

women in March at the Spring meeting.  

To do that, I need some help from you.  

A Reading Program Report form was 

included in the Officer’s packets that 

were distributed at the Fall meeting.  

Please use that form to record the 

names of your readers, including those 

who have read just a book or two and 

send the form to me by the end of 

January 2018.  This will give me time 

to compile the names and create the  

certificates.  If you need a form or 

would like an electronic copy of the 

form, just let me know and I will get a 

copy to you.  You may send me the 

completed form via mail or email.  Both 

of my addresses are listed below. 

I plan to order copies of the 2018 

Prayer Calendar ($14) to have on hand 

at the Personal Growth Retreat on  

Saturday, November 4.  If you are not 

planning to attend the retreat and would 

like me to save one of the calendars for 

you, please send me an email or give 

me a call.  I also have a limited number 

of 2017-2018 Program Books ($10).  

Just let me know if you would like a 

copy.  

 

 

of us in mission study and action.  The 

UMW website has a huge amount of 

ideas for mission study as does the 

Response magazine, program book 

and prayer calendar.  Go to 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.  Also, 

please consider becoming a district    

officer.  The current district board is an 

exceptionally friendly, fun group of 

women to work with for our district. 

 

Before we move my daughter and I will 

attend Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, 

May 18-20, 2018.  The theme “The 

Power of Bold” describes all of us when 

we are passionate about a mission  

project.  I hope many of you will go to 

Assembly and start our celebration of 

150 years for UMW. 
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                                                    Social Action 
Remember education — discussion — 

action brainstorming — action. 

 

Pat Davis 

Social Action Coordinator 

3204 Ridge Park Rd 

Urbana, IL 61802 

847-606-2650 

pat@bnpdavis.com 

Social Justice – Educate First 

Social Justice concerns for United 

Methodist Women are broad.  The unit-

edmethodistwomen.org website lists 

the following areas in which we have or 

are advocating: human  trafficking, 

global migration, domestic violence, 

climate change, gender justice, racial 

justice, economic justice, health care, 

and food justice. 

For more resources in any of these 

areas go to the website and click on 

Members and Leaders at the top and 

then go to social action resources. 

Choose an area for your unit on which 

to concentrate in 2018.  Be sure to ap-

proach any issue first with education, 

then discussion, then action brainstorm-

ing, and finally action.  

One way to better educate ourselves is 

to read books especially from our UMW 

Reading Program.  The 2018 catalog  

 

under Social Action includes 13 Steps 

to Sustainability (actually this is a free 

download  at 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

sustainability. 

Jim Wallis in his book America’s Origi-

nal Sin, discusses the need for a new 

conversation about racism and white 

privilege.   Born on Third Base  by 

Chuck Collins would fit well with the 

emphasis of economic justice being 

discussed at the various Personal 

Growth Seminars held in 2017 as well 

as the new mission u study for 2018.  

Climate change issues and inspiration 

to save and heal our planet can be 

based on the five books of Moses in 

Hospitable Planet by Stephen A.     

Jurovics. The growing outrage against 

mass incarceration is the topic dealt 

with in Pushout- The Criminalization of 

Black Girls in Schools  by Monique W. 

Morris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and a son and grandchildren.  In both 

her professional life and in her life as a 

volunteer Cheryl has exhibited a genu-

ine concern for those in need.  Her con-

cern has shown in the various offices 

she has held.  For many years she has 

been the coordinator and heart of the 

food pantry at Faith who along with her 

daughter, Christine, and other  

Congratulations to Cheryl Lum, 

Iroquois River District’s Woman of the 

Year! 

 

Cheryl is a member of Faith United 

Methodist Church in Champaign and is 

currently serving on the Iroquois River 

District Board as Education and Inter-

pretation Coordinator and as Social 

Action Coordinator in Faith’s UMW. 

 

Growing up as a “preacher’s kid” she 

has long been exposed to the work and 

mission of the church.  She retired as a 

psychologist from Carle Hospital, is 

married to Wing and has a daughter 

volunteers have served the food needs 

of many in our community. 

 

Cheryl began the Friendship Circle 

which started with only 5 or 6 members 

and now has over 40 active members.  

One project she urged the circle to em-

brace was the Christmas Child Shoe-

box Ministry.  It has now expanded to 

involving all church members.  With any 

task Cheryl accepts she fulfills it cheer-

fully, enthusiastically and with a vision 

of how it can be improved.  Her quiet 

but faithful work ethic has inspired oth-

ers to join the efforts she promotes both  

by her words and her lifestyle. 

2017 Woman of the Year 
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

                    Cunningham Children’s Home 
Happy Autumn to everyone! 

What a beautiful day it is—sun shining, 

soft breeze and many colors of the  

season. 

Things are popping at Cunningham, as 

usual.  Summer went by quickly with 

swimming, summer games and, of 

course, Bible School.  But the school 

year has started and with it the anticipa-

tion of good things to come.  It is a 

good time for everyone to be thinking of 

Christmas gifts for Cunningham Kids as 

they need to be on campus before 

Thanksgiving.  That gives the staff time 

to see what they need to shop for. 

The ERC building is happening now.  

The big equipment is there and there is 

dirt where grass used to be.  A        

welcome sight because that means the 

school should be ready by late fall of 

2018.  The staff is excited and so are 

the youth.  One boy put it this way, “I 

will be excited to be able to go to a real 

school”.   

 

A couple of weeks ago the ribbon  

cutting for HopeSprings Counseling 

Service happened.  This service is 

available for the community and is  

going strong.  It opened last October 

and has over 70 families at this time.  

Please pray for its continued success. 

 

We have been going to many units, 

giving Spirited Servant Awards or just 

visiting.  What a fun time.  It gives us a 

chance to relay the news of Cunning-

ham and to say thank you for all you 

do.  Be sure to fill out the Spirited Ser-

vant Award paper for 2018 that you 

received in your spring officer packet.  

We really like to see what you have 

done for Cunningham so we can thank 

you personally.  If we have not been to 

your unit and you would like us to 

come, please call and we will set up a 

time.  You do not have to be receiving 

an award for us to come—we just want 

to spread the good news of Cunning-

ham with everyone. 

A big “thank you” goes out to everyone 

for the wonderful items and money that 

was brought to the fall district meeting.   

You brought gifts totaling over $1300!  

That is indeed awesome.  We are   

always blown away by the giving hearts 

of United Methodist Women. 

 

We wish everyone a safe and happy 

winter and look forward to seeing all of 

you soon. 

 

Cunningham Representatives 

 

Roberta Benschneider 

205 E Fourth Street 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3575 

rbenschneider@juno.com 

 

Bobby Walker 

406 W Diller 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3617 (home) 

217-840-3617 (cell) 

bswalker24@gmail.com 

 

 James 2:17   Faith by itself, if it is not                     

accompanied by action, is dead. 

News from the Neighborhood House 

The food pantry at Neighborhood 

House serves 5000 clients a month.  

There is a new policy in place to turn 

these transactions (repeated week after 

week) into transformations (building a 

way out of poverty).  Clients who visit 

the food pantry now are given an exten-

sive case intake to determine what fur-

ther services might be needed.  For 

example, is this person at the food pan-

try because they are unemployed in 

which case they may be referred to job 

services that Neighborhood House pro-

vides.  Can they not attend job training 

classes because they have nowhere for 

the baby in which case placement at 

the Family Development Center day 

care may be found.  Chris Coleman, 

CEO of Neighborhood House, says that 

when you go to the food pantry every 

week like you would go to the grocery 

store, it’s a transaction.  When you take 

steps to move out of poverty so you 

don’t need the food pantry any longer, 

it’s a transformation.  Neighborhood 

house is all about transformation! 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 

House Representatives 

Linda Grose 

1189 Country Club Road 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-728-4697 

mikelindagrose@gmail.com 

 

Pam Socie 

1533 County Road 2200E 

St. Joseph, IL 61873 

217-469-2782 

217-417-5970 

psocie@gmail.com 
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Hello to all the units in the District! 

 

As I have said in the past, please re-

member to get your membership report 

ready to send to me.  Some units have 

sent them when there has been no  

change.  But, please try to get your 

numbers to me by January 15, 2018 or 

sooner.  My address is listed here. 

 

Have a blessed day! 

Dicksie Blankenship 

MN & O Coordinator 

999 Route 10 West 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-357-4940 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com 

  Nominations 
We are still praying for a treasurer that 

can step up now as MaryBess really 

needs to step back with all that is going 

on with her and grad school. MaryBess 

is willing to train and will be around to 

answer questions.  But this is a MUCH 

needed position we need to fill.  We are 

also looking for a Communications  

Coordinator as Kay McCoy would like 

to step down as she had held this posi-

tion for a long time. 

 

 

We are also looking for a new 

Education and Interpretation Coordina-

tor as Cheryl Lum will be moving to 

California to be near family this sum-

mer.  There is also a position on the 

Nominations Committee as Charlotte 

Pritchard has fulfilled her term.  If you 

or someone from your unit are inter-

ested in any one of these positions, 

please let me know.  Please prayerfully 

consider serving your district. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

Committee on Nominations 

 

Cheryl Van Ness 

Chair of Nominations 

1809 Lydia Court 

Urbana, IL 61802 

217-351-5033 

cvn902@aol.com 

 

 

 

Charlotte Pritchard 

Box 43 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-359-5406 

Judy Hudgens 

978 N Martha’s Court 

Milford, IL 60953 

815-889-4975 

815-471-4976 

judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

Sandy Rich 

68 Somerset Drive 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-521-1385 

sandyr5@frontier.com 

Treasury Notes 
Also, as a reminder, we are asking 

each unit to give $75 (or as much as 

you can) towards the conference room 

naming at the new Education and   

Recreation Center at Cunningham  

Children’s Home.  This is a wonderful    

opportunity for our conference. 

 

Blessings to you all! 

MaryBess Gordon 

Treasurer 

604 W. Springfield Avenue 

Champaign, IL 61820 

217-377-3800 

marybessgordon@gmail.com 

Greetings, 

It is hard to believe that 2017 is winding 

to a close.  As we prepare for the end 

of the year I wanted to remind all of the 

treasurers that I would like to have your 

final remittances by November 21, 2017 

for proper credit this year.  If you have 

any questions on the status of your 

Rainbow or 5 Star designation please 

let me know.  I’m happy to help. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Looking Ahead in 2018 In Iroquois River District 

 
Friday, February 23 (6 pm) & 

Saturday, February 24 (9 am - 3pm)   Illinois Great Rivers Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat 

Saturday, March 3     IRD Leadership Team Meets, Rantoul UMC 

Saturday, March 24 (9 am-2 pm)   IRD Spring Meeting, Rantoul UMC 

Sunday, April 1      Easter 

Friday and Saturday, April 13-14    Festival of Quilts, Cunningham Children’s Home 

Thursday, May 17-Sunday, May 20   Assembly 2018, Columbus, Ohio 

Thursday, June 7-Saturday, June 9   Annual Conference, Peoria 

Friday, July 27-Wednesday, August 1   Mission u (tentative dates) 

Saturday, August 25     IRD Leadership Team Meets, Danville St. James 

Saturday, September 29    (9 am-2 pm)   IRD Annual Meeting, Danville St. James 

Saturday, October 6     Illinois Great Rivers Conference Annual Meeting 

Saturday, November 3     IRD Personal Growth/Officer Update, Broadlands 

       

Iroquois River District Officers for 2018 

 
President        Communications Coordinator 

   Susan Connor           Kay McCoy 

 

Vice President        Committee on Nominations 

   Pam Socie           Class of 2018 

            Cheryl VanNess (Chair of Nominations) 

Secretary 

   Mary Ann Matthews          Class of 2019 

            Judy Hudgens 

Treasurer       

   MaryBess Gordon          Class of 2020 

            Sandy Rich 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

   Carolyn Paullin           Class of 2021 

             _____________ 

Social Action Coordinator 

   Pat Davis        Cunningham Children’s Home Representatives 

            Roberta Benschneider 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator       Bobby Walker 

   Dicksie Blankenship 

         Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator        Representatives 

   _________________             Linda Grose 

            Patty Russell 

Secretary of Program Resources 

   Terry Benson 
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 2018 IGRC United Methodist Women 

“SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT” 

February 23 @ 6:30pm through the 24th at 3:00pm    

Chatham United Methodist Church 

104 West Chestnut Chatham, Illinois 62629 

 Registration Friday at 6:00-start at 6:30pm.  

 Saturday - gather then start at 9am until 3pm. 

HEALING, LAUGHTER & PRAYER 

Keynote Speaker-- Rev. Sylvester Weatherall 

 Please bring a funny story to share 

 Rooms are available at Baymont Inn 
5871 South 6th Street, Springfield 

COST is $65 per person(2/room) or $20 for commuters  

Price includes night stay and breakfast @ the Baymont then lunch on Saturday at the church. 

 Registration deadline is January 25th 2018 

Mail reservations to: Ellen Dixon, 1427 North Franklin Springfield IL 62702 
Name:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_____-_____-______Cell:___-______-_________e-mail_____________________ 

Name of person sharing room (if preference):______________________________ 

(Some may need to share king/queen bed) 

Dietary restrictions or other special needs, if applicable: _________________ 

 

***Make Checks payable to IGRC UMW 



Iroquois River District UMW 

Savoy United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 65 

Savoy, IL 61874 

Address Service Requested 

                    Date Time Event Location 

Friday, February 23 & 

Saturday, February 24 

6 pm 

9 am—3 pm 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference         

Spiritual Growth Retreat 

                                                   

Chatham UMC 

Saturday, March 24 9 am—2 pm Iroquois River District Spring Meeting Rantoul UMC 

Friday, April 13 &  

Saturday, April 14 

 Festival of Quilts Cunningham Children’s Home 

Spiritual Life Center, Urbana 

Thursday, May 17 - 

Sunday, May 20 

 The Power of Bold  -                           

2018 UMW Assembly 

 

Columbus, Ohio 

    

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 


