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WHAT DOES A CHAPLAIN DO? 
Guest Speaker: Chaplain Gay King Crede 

Cunningham Children’s Home 
at the 

Spring Meeting 

Iroquois River District United Methodist Women 

 
Saturday, March 24, 2018  

9 am-2pm 

Rantoul First United Methodist Church 

200 S. Century Boulevard, Rantoul 
 

 

Love Gifts Listed on Page 2 

Chaplain Gay’s biography on Page  9 

________________________________________________________________ 

Iroquois River District UMW Spring Meeting Registration 

 

Local Unit Name:____________________________ # Attending:__________ 

Contact Person:_____________________________ Phone:______________ 

# of Lunch Reservations @ $9:___________ Amt Enclosed: $____________ 

 

Send this form and check(s) payable to Rantoul UMW by Saturday,  

March 10 to Harriette Dottery, 1141 Clark Street, Rantoul, IL 61866 
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Thoughts from the Connor Corner 
2018 is finally here! I am so excited to 

begin a second year of being your dis-

trict president! Bold and beautiful things 

are happening, so I recommend hang-

ing on to God’s hand and enjoying the 

ride. Shannon Priddy, our National 

UMW President writes in her message 

in the January Response: ”It’s a new 

year, a new chance to start again, a 

new opportunity to set and achieve 

goals. We have never shied away from 

big goals. We want to increase mem-

bership. We want to increase Mission 

Giving” . If what we did last year didn’t 

reach these goals, it probably will not 

work this year. Look around you at 

church, and outside of church. Future 

UMW members are seeking change in 

their lives. Younger women are seeking 

action. Invite and offer transportation to 

these women. Read Response and 

books on the reading list, then share 

them with others. Maybe mark an arti-

cle you think they would be interested 

in.  

 

Are you ready to make your Big Goals 

for Christ? Shannon says Big Goals 

take more than one person to accom-

plish. Big Goals should scare you a 

little.  Big Goals expand your comfort 

zone. Don’t just recite the Purpose of  

 

United Methodist Women. Use it as a  

guide to set your goals.  By the way, 

you can use your Mission Today Report 

form to help you develop those goals.  

And I thank those presidents who got 

their Mission Today form to me early.  

God bless you. 

 

One of my goals for 2018 is to contact 

every UMC in Iroquois District that does 

not have a UMW unit and encourage 

them to start or renew a UMW unit.  I 

covet your prayers for a successful 

year. Success will look like more 

women committing to the Purpose of 

the United Methodist Women; more 

participation in IGRC UMW activities 

such as Spiritual Growth Retreat and 

Mission u attendance, a complete 

docket for nominations of IRD officers 

this September, more first time atten-

dees and UMW units represented at 

Spring and Fall IRD meetings. No one, 

including myself, can accomplish this 

goal alone, so I covet your prayers and 

your involvement in achieving these 

goals. 

 

Assembly is part of my excitement this 

year. I hope many of you will join me in 

attending this event in May in Colum-

bus, Ohio. It is not too late to register!!  

 

It is also not too late to donate to The 

Legacy Fund.  National still has hopes 

of reaching their goal of $60 million to 

secure funding for UMW moving into 

the next 150 years.  This is another 

goal that cannot be reached without 

you.  God speaks to us through the 

prophet Isaiah, Chapter 1:16 & 17, “Put 

an end to evil; learn to do good.  Seek 

justice; help the oppressed; defend the 

orphan, plead for the widow.” 

 

Wishing and praying for a dynamic 

2018 for all of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Connor 

President 

1431 County Road 800 North 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-259-1649, accepts texts 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Love Gifts for the District Spring Meeting 
 

 

 

 

Cunningham Children’s Home 

 

                     Men’s body wash                 Diapers (all sizes) 

                  WalMart, Dollar Tree, McDonald’s Gift Cards         Wipes 

                     Box Tops for Education         Baby Lotion 
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Vice-President 
Hello Ladies, 

 

Winter is my favorite season!  Co-

cooned in my house by a fresh blanket 

of snow, I have time to reflect and to 

take stock of where I am and where I’m 

going.  My grandchildren (admittedly 

spoiled but not yet rotten) clean their 

toy collections after Christmas, deciding 

what to donate to make room for their 

new supply.  Often they find old favor-

ites they’ve forgotten that once again 

become a source of wonder.  Just like 

the kids, we can use winter’s reflective 

time to take stock of what resources we 

may have forgotten when it comes to 

planning programs for our UMW units. 

 

Did someone from your unit attend mis-

sion u last year and present a program 

on it for your unit?  If no one is available 

in your unit, why not invite a district 

officer to do that for you?  Have you 

invited your shepherdess to join you for 

a meeting?  Have you had the repre-

sentatives from Cunningham and Les-

sie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

come to give an update?  Did members 

of your unit attend the personal growth 

seminar and report back?  If not, there 

are district officers who could do that as 

well.  We are eager to help units in 

whatever way we can, so use us as a 

resource.  Take stock and plan a path 

forward. 

. 

Pam Socie, Vice President 

1533 County Rd 2200E 

St. Joseph, IL 61873 

217-469-2782 

217-417-5970 

psocie@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year, Dear United Method-

ist Women,  

 

We welcome in the new year with joy in 

our hearts.  God has been so faithful 

and true to us throughout all of our jour-

neys in 2017. Last year, I shared with 

you my “word for the year”, so I thought 

I would repeat the tradition today.  My 

2018’s word to guide me through life is 

“Rejoice”.    Rejoice in the Lord always, 

again I say Rejoice!  In all things re-

joice, give thanks, and praise!  The 

problem became that I was not ready to 

let go of my 2017 word, Emmanuel.  

Then it came to me that I didn’t need to 

do that.  I love that the two words work 

so well together:  Rejoice, rejoice, Em-

manuel has come to us, O Israel!   

 

We can do nothing less than rejoice 

when God sent Christ to be with us on 

earth and the Spirit to dwell within our 

hearts.  We are free to live a life guided  

by a loving God into service for Him 

and our neighbors near and far.  We 

are free as righteous adopted children 

to reach out to others with love, peace, 

and comfort.  We are fully equipped to 

share the wonderful news of Jesus 

Christ in our words, our actions, and 

our shining, rejoicing enthusiasm.   

We are challenged to find good in all 

situations.  As we read and study this 

year about issues facing the women 

and children of our world, reach out to a 

cause that touches your heart.  Adopt it 

and make a difference in any way God 

leads you.  In serving others, you will 

find a purpose, a plan, and a reason to 

rejoice!  God will rejoice with you! 

 

*** As part of your District Leadership 

Team, I am requesting you send me the 

names of your dear ladies who have 

passed this last year.  You may write, 

email, or phone me with those names.  

 

I would love to have them by early 

March as I prepare for the Memorial 

Service taking place during our  

Iroquois River District Spring Meeting 

on March 24th.  Thank you, and I will 

rejoice with you when I see you there!! 

 

God bless each and every one of you! 

 

 

 

Carolyn Paullin 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330E  300 North Rd 

Bellflower, IL 61724 

309-722-3339 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net 

 

 

 

Spiritual Growth 



The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Methodist Women.  Editor: Kay McCoy, Communications Coordinator, 217-351-9106, 

Email: mccoy18@comcast.net.  The Beacon is published to report and inform UMW of district and conference programs.  For more information visit the Iroquois 

River District web site (www.igrc.org/iroquoisriver) and click on the UMW link. 

Program Resources 
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Greetings!  My name is Terry Benson, 

and I am IRD’s Secretary of Program 

Resources – AKA the “Book Lady.”   

The 2018 Reading Program reading list 

has a nice variety of titles.  There is 

even a coloring book with the title “Pray 

and Color.”  To view a list of the 2018 

books, go to: https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

members-leaders/2018-reading-

program-books-/2018descriptions.  I will 

have the Reading Program books for 

sale at the IRD meeting in March as 

well as the books for Mission u. 

I would love to honor all the ladies who 

participated in the Reading Program 

last year.  Please send me your Read-

ing Program Report forms for 2017 by 

FEBRUARY 7.  I wish to thank those 

units who have already done so.  I want 

to recognize all participants at the IRD 

Spring meeting, so please include the  

 

 

Blessings! 

 

Terry Benson 

Secretary of Program Resources 

2604 Coppertree Rd 

Champaign, IL 61822 

217-355-8924 

bbenson217@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Dicksie Blankenship 

MN & O Coordinator 

999 Route 10 West 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-357-4940 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com 

 

ladies who have not qualified for a  

Reading Program Plan—those who 

have read less than five books.  If no 

one in your unit has participated in the 

Reading Program, please send me a 

form indicating you have no partici-

pants.  If you have not received a 

Reading Program Report form, let me 

know and I will get one to you.  

 

This year I would like to encourage 

each of you to read at least one book.  

If we are more informed about current 

issues and events, we can make better 

decisions—for example, how to vote on 

a particular issue or how to vote with 

our dollars by purchasing fair trade 

products. 

 

If you have questions about the Read-

ing Program or what books are on this 

year’s reading list, please don’t hesitate 

to contact me. 

 

  Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Ladies, 

As I sit here waiting for you to send me 

your membership numbers I am    

sending out a call to you all. 

 

WHAT IS UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN??????  United Methodist  

Women is a supportive, inclusive 

Christian membership organization 

where women like you grow spiritually, 

develop as leaders and serve and work 

to create a world in which all women, 

children and youth thrive.  United 

Methodist Women is celebrated as the 

women’s ministry of the United Method-

ist Church.  Just remember “WE ARE 

FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE IN ACTION.”   

 

I send my best to you and will see you 

at the spring meeting. 

Love, Dicksie 
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                                                    Social Action 
could also mail the physical photo to: 

Intercept the Traffickers Photos c/o 

David Cherrytree, United Methodist 

Women, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 

150, New York, New York 10115. 

 

Together we can use our edge—

women caring, women speaking, 

women collaborating—to get us into the 

Red Zone to intercept the Traffickers 

and limit the ability of the traffickers to 

act with impunity.  For more information 

go to https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

intercept. 

 

 

Pat Davis 

Social Action Coordinator 

3204 Ridge Park Rd 

Urbana, IL 61802 

847-606-2650 

pat@bnpdavis.com 

Human Trafficking –Not About a Crowd 

Stopping Cars On The Road 

It is hard to believe but for over 20 

years United Methodist Women have 

tried in a variety of ways to bring aware-

ness and education about the business 

of trafficking people – of all ages, gen-

ders, and races.  Super Bowl season 

has been a good time to remind all that 

this insidious practice is happening right 

here in the good old USA. 

While this is the last year of this initia-

tive in order to move on to our other 

priorities, the impact of our initiative will 

continue. Please go to https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/

the-red-zone to read the article about 

what UMW has been able to achieve.   

This year the campaign slogan is 

“United Methodist Women Stand in the 

Red Zone” to stop human trafficking.  

The National Football League created a 

television network called the NFL Red 

Zone to report on "every touchdown 

and field goal scored" and the strong 

offensive drives. United Methodist 

Women is keeping our own stats: We 

are counting new beds for women in  

 

 

 

need, new funding for services and 

increased prosecutions. We are making 

offensive plays to Intercept the Traffick-

ers. Our efforts have put us in a Red 

Zone, where we are applying our skills 

of advocacy to weaken those who prey 

on the vulnerable. 

 

You can show that your local UMW is 

taking a stand against trafficking by 

wearing red and taking a photo of your 

group.  Post it on you own church bulle-

tin board, but also send it to the United 

Methodist Women Flickr account: 

lead01whose@photos.flickr.com.  You  
 

Communications 
 Hello Ladies! 

 

A new year means a new, updated  

district directory.  Each unit is to have a 

copy and if you don’t have yours yet 

contact your Shepherdess who will get 

your copy to you. 

 

As always, please send me any 

changes of mailing address, email ad-

dress or phone numbers so I can keep 

the master copy of the directory  

up-to-date and you won’t miss out on 

any mailings or emails.  Thank you! 

 

Kay McCoy 

Communications 

Coordinator 

18 Lange Avenue 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-351-9106 

217-722-1613 

mccoy18@comcast.net 
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

                    Cunningham Children’s Home 
“Life’s most persistent and urgent  

question is ‘What are you doing for  

others?’” 

 

Happy Cold January Day Ladies of 

Iroquois River District, 

 

Ginger sent the Representatives a  

Reflection for the Week that Chaplain 

Gay did on Martin Luther King Day and 

it is so good I cannot say this any bet-

ter.  Thank you Chaplain Gay. 

 

“Llfe’s most persistent and urgent  

question is ‘What are you doing for  

others?’”      Martin Luther King 

 

This was the week of Martin Luther 

King’s birthday and we celebrate him.  

He said “I choose to identify with the 

underprivileged and the poor.  I choose 

to live for those who find themselves 

seeing life as a long and desolate corri-

dor with no exit sign.” 

 

Chaplain Gay said, “You are here at 

Cunningham because you made a 

choice.  You have chosen to give your-

self and risk yourself.  You heard a 

voice saying, Do something for others 

and you responded.” 

Now in my own words:  We have been 

called to be spokeswomen for children 

and youth that do not or cannot speak 

for themselves.   God will equip us for 

this work—we just need to listen.     

Listen with our ears and our hearts.  

We have done the work in the past and 

we are called to do the work in the  

future.   

 

As the Bible tells us in John 15:5  “I am 

the vine, you are the branches, he who 

abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit.  For apart from Me you can 

do nothing.”    Thank you for “hearing 

the voice and for doing the work”.  And 

thank you for bearing much fruit. 

 

Things are always hopping at Cunning-

ham and it is no different during the 

middle of winter.  The ERC is coming 

along nicely and children, youth and 

staff are all excited to watch the pro-

gress and know that soon there will be 

a state of the art education building for 

our students. 

 

There are two big events coming to  

Cunningham in the Spring of 2018: 

Mission Day - March 18 is a great 

chance to bring the youth from your 

church to spend a day at Cunningham 

and learn some about life there. 

 

Festival of Quilts—April 13 and 14 

Two fun filled days to see some beauti-

ful quilts, hand made items, eat good 

food and baked items and also have 

the chance to volunteer for a great  

cause.  Please be ready and willing 

when you get the call to help.  

Wishing you a healthy winter.  Come  

back rested and ready to work! 

 

Cunningham Representatives 

Roberta Benschneider 

205 E Fourth Street 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3575 

rbenschneider@juno.com 

 

Bobby Walker 

406 W Diller 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3617 (home) 

217-840-3617 (cell) 

bswalker24@gmail.com 

 

Please call us for a time that we can 

visit your unit or church.  We love to 

“Tell the Story”. 

 

I (Patty) am excited to return to the dis-

trict team as a Lessie Bates Davis 

Neighborhood House Representative.  

On the day  of my husband’s death we 

had delivered some items to LBDNH. 

109 years after its beginning there are 

17 programs/services aimed at 

“Empowering and Strengthening the 

Individuals and Families through the 

Greater East St. Louis community”. 

The original commitment “To try to see 

the face of Jesus Christ in every person 

 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 

House Representatives 

Linda Grose 

1189 Country Club Road 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-728-4697 

 

Patty Russell 

215 Forest Glen 

Tuscola, IL 61953 

217-521-0425 

prussell61953@yahoo.com 

who walks through the doors of the 

Neighborhood House” continues.  Chris 

Coleman and Lisa Graves are ensuring 

this happens.  Requests for the March 

meeting are diapers, wipes and baby 

lotion. Thanks for all you do for LBDNH. 

 

Heartfelt thanks to all for the phone 

calls, hugs, cards, prayers, attending 

services, and the donation in Dan’s 

memory.  I’m so thankful for my UMW 

sisters. 
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  Nominations 
This is a PLEA to all United Methodist 

Women in the Iroquois River District as 

we are in need right now of a person to 

take over as Treasurer for the district.  

This is my third plea and would like it to 

be my last.  Our treasurer, MaryBess 

Gordon, has begun her classes at the U 

of I working on her MBA degree and is 

continuing to work full-time too.  She 

is willing to work with whoever would 

take over the duties and will be here to 

answer questions.  You can reach 

MaryBess at  

marybessgordon@gmail.com. 

 

Please pray and think about you or a 

member of your UMW taking this     

position. 

 

We are also looking for someone to 

take the Education and Interpretation 

position as Cheryl Lum will be moving 

to California soon to be near her son 

and family.  Cheryl can be contacted at 

cheryllulum@yahoo.com or 356-0897 if 

you have questions about this position. 

Thank you for praying and thinking 

about these positions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

Committee on Nominations 

 

Cheryl Van Ness 

Chair of Nominations 

1809 Lydia Court 

Urbana, IL 61802 

217-351-5033 

cvn902@aol.com 

 

 

 

Judy Hudgens 

978 N Martha’s Court 

Milford, IL 60953 

815-889-4803 

815-471-4976 

judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

Sandy Rich 

68 Somerset Drive 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-521-1385 

sandyr5@frontier.com 

Treasury Notes 
If you have questions about giving, 

please let me know. 

 

MaryBess Gordon 

Treasurer 

604 W. Springfield Avenue 

Champaign, IL 61820 

217-377-3800 

marybessgordon@gmail.com 

Hello Ladies! 

 

I hope you all had a blessed holiday 

season!  It’s hard to believe we are 

already flying through 2018.  

 

I wanted to take a moment to recap 

2017.  Our pledge to the conference 

was $54,000.  Unfortunately, we did fall 

over $6,000 short on that.  We still had 

some tremendous giving worth cele-

brating.  Even though we missed our 

$54,000 target in the five channels of  

giving categories, we gave over  

$72,000 in total missions.  That’s 

incredible! 

 

We have lowered our pledge for 2018 

to $50,000 in the five channels.  I would 

encourage all of the units to discuss 

giving this year.  Make it a priority to 

give in all five channels:  Pledge,    

Special Mission Recognition, Gift in 

Memory, Gift to Mission, and World 

Thank Offering. 

 

Let’s strive to all be 5 star (or Rainbow) 

units in 2018!   
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Shepherdesses for 2018 

 
TERRY BENSON     ROBERTA BENSCHNEIDER  DICKSIE BLANKENSHIP 

Danville St. James    Countryside    Bellflower 

Rankin      Hindsboro    Farmer City 

Rossville     Urbana Wesley    Loda 

 

PAT DAVIS     LINDA GROSE    JUDY HUDGENS 

Bismarck     Arcola     Champaign Faith 

Mt. Vernon     Centerville    Paxton 

Savoy      Tuscola     Rantoul 

 

MARY ANN MATTHEWS    KAY MC COY    CAROLYN PAULLIN 

Crescent City     Mahomet    Champaign First 

Donovan     Middlefork    New Horizon 

Piper City     Tolono     Weldon 

 

SANDY RICH     PATTY RUSSELL   PAM SOCIE 

Camargo     Bement     Danville First 

Villa Grove     Broadlands    Hoopeston 

Weedman     Urbana First    Milford 

 

BOBBY WALKER 

Catlin 

Indianola 

Sullivan 

 

 

 

    

   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current and Retired District Officers and Conference Officers at December Executive Board Meeting 

 

We bid farewell and extend our thanks and appreciation to our retiring board members, Cheryl Lum and Charlotte Pritchard. 
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Rev. Gay King Crede is Chaplain at 

Cunningham Children’s Home in     

Urbana.  She has a bachelor’s degree 

from Illinois Wesleyan University and a 

Master of Divinity from Boston Univer-

sity School of Theology. 

 

Gay’s partner in life is Rev. Dan King 

Crede, who is currently Senior Pastor of 

Wesley United Methodist Church and 

Director of the Wesley Foundation in 

Urbana.  Before coming to Urbana, Dan 

and Gay served as co-pastors of 

churches in Williamsville, Moline and 

Jacksonville. 

Drawing upon her experiences as a 

foster parent, adoptive parent and work 

with children in the church, Chaplain 

Gay strives to make God’s healing love 

real to young people who come to Cun-

ningham with special needs and deep 

hurts.  She leads weekly Chapel ser-

vices and small groups for the youth, as 

well as being available to them individu-

ally.  She also offers spiritual encour-

agement for the Cunningham staff. 

 

Gay loves to spend time with her four 

grandgirls, hike in the mountains, listen 

to jazz, and tell what God is doing in the 

lives of Cunningham Kids! 

Can You Help? 
Does your church have some choir 

robes that are no longer used?   

Cunningham Children’s Home needs 

some robes to use for graduation.  The 

current ones are hand-me-downs that 

were donated more than 12 years ago.  

Some newer ones would really be  

appreciated.  They would need 10-12 

and they need to be adult sizes, in good 

shape and a darker color with a sateen 

finish.  If you have some that would fill 

this need, please send a photo to 

Chaplain Gay or Ginger McKee at Cun-

ningham. 

The address is: 

1301 North Cunningham Avenue 

Urbana, IL 61802 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

2018 Events in Iroquois River District 
Friday, February 23 (6 pm)-Saturday, February 24 (9 am—3 pm) Illinois Great Rivers Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat 

Saturday, March 3      IRD Leadership Team Meeting, Rantoul UMC 

Saturday, March 24  (9 am-2 pm)     IRD Spring Meeting, Rantoul UMC 

Sunday, April 1       Easter 

Friday, April 13 and Saturday, April 14    Festival of Quilts, Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana 

Thursday, May 17-Sunday, May 20     Assembly 2018, Columbus, Ohio 

Thursday, June 7-Saturday, June 9     Annual Conference, Peoria 

Friday, July 27-Wednesday, August 1 (tentative dates)  Mission u, Northfield Inn, Springfield 

Saturday, August 25      IRD Leadership Meeting, Danville St. James UMC 

Saturday, September 29  (9 am-2 pm)    IRD Annual Meeting, Danville St. James UMC 

Saturday, October 6      Illinois Great Rivers Conference UMW Annual Meeting 

Saturday, November 3      IRD Personal Growth/Officer Update, Broadlands 



Iroquois River District UMW 

Savoy United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 65 

Savoy, IL 61874 

Address Service Requested 

                    Date Time Event Location 

Friday, February 23 & 

Saturday, February 24 

6 pm 

9 am—3 pm 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference         

Spiritual Growth Retreat 

                                                   

Chatham UMC 

Saturday, March 24 9 am—2 pm Iroquois River District Spring Meeting Rantoul UMC 

Friday, April 13 &  

Saturday, April 14 

 Festival of Quilts Cunningham Children’s Home 

Spiritual Life Center, Urbana 

Thursday, May 17 - 

Sunday, May 20 

 The Power of Bold  -                           

2018 UMW Assembly 

 

Columbus, Ohio 

    

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 


