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President Pat’s Post 

Fall greetings, UMW Friends!  

Another year is quickly approaching the end and we are in the season of  
giving thanks.   

 

Here are some things for which I am grateful: 

• for vaccines to help protect us from COVID-19 

• for opportunities to meet others safely masked, keeping a safe distance; using zoom 

• for our Fall District Meeting graciously hosted by Sullivan UMW 

• for the generous offering of $915 from the almost 50 District meeting attendees 

• for the diligent efforts of units to stay in contact with one another 

• for the financial support given UMW through unit giving even in these challenging 
times 

• for Assembly 2022 with options for participating either in person or virtually 

• for your faithful District Board and for the 2022 addition of a treasurer 

• for each unit member who seeks in their own way to live out our UMW PURPOSE 

 

End of the year also means fulfilling the following important reports: 

• A list of each unit’s 2022 officers with complete contact information (Due Nov. 1 but 
before year’s end for the 2022 Directory) to Mary Ann Pattenaude 

• From unit treasurers the final donations with the remittance form and check (by De-
cember 1) to Pat Davis 

• Mission Today Report of your unit’s activities for 2021 due December 1 to Pat Davis 

• Any others listed in this issue by area coordinators 

 

I wish for each of you time to feel grateful, and for finding ways of expressing it to your 
family, your church, your friends, and yourself as we awaken each day saying “This is the 
day the Lord has made, Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 

 

Pat Davis 
President/Temporary Treasurer (Until January 2022) 
3204 Ridge Park Rd., Urbana, IL 61802 
C: 847.606.2650 

The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Methodist Women to report and inform UMW of district and conference programs. Contact infor-

mation is not to be shared outside of the UMW organization. This issue’s editor is Mary Ann  Pattenaude.  
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Fall Meeting Recap 
On a beautiful September day, 
about fifty United Methodist 
Women gathered at the Sulli-
van Methodist Church for our 
annual Iroquois River District 
Fall Meeting.  
A big thanks goes to the Sulli-
van United Methodist Church 
for hosting the meeting and 
providing a delicious meal!  
Another big thanks goes to 
Samantha Berner, President of 
the Sullivan UMW, Nancy 
Craig, pianist and Lane Craig, 
soloist, for making the meet-
ing a success.  
Chantel Corrie, Executive Di-
rector for Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center, was our 
guest speaker. Chantel’s en-
thusiasm and energy were 
contagious. 
We all left thinking about 
what our local units could do to assist in this great program. Big thanks to Chantel for coming and sharing the 
purpose of Midwest Mission.  
We were also lucky to hear from Brooke Buzard, Cunningham Children’s Home, who provided us an update 
on their work and on their upcoming 5K Race.  
Finally, $915.00 in generous donations were received at our meeting!  
It was a wonderful day of fellowship and fun and we hope you can all join us for our Spring meeting. 

Nominations needs two more people! 

 Cheryl Street (class of 2022) 

 Need Someone (class of 2023) 

 Need Someone (class of 2024) 

Please talk to your unit and ask if anyone  

is interested in serving on Nominations.  
 

Contact Cindy Dodd (cindy.dodd@gmail.com 

or 217.649.1698) 

Thank you! 



Please go to the website assembly2022.org for complete information about both in person and virtual attend-
ance, workshops, plus online registration instructions and so much more is found here. 

 

When:  May 20-22 , 2022  

Note: Best to arrive at your hotel May 19 in afternoon to pick up Assembly materials at the center and be 
ready for a morning start of events. It ends Sunday at about noon. 
 

Where: Orlando Convention Center, Orlando, Florida 

 

Who:  For all United Methodist Women across the United States 

 

Hotel Info for In person Participation For Illinois Great Rivers Conference:  

• Rosen Centre, 9840 International Drive, Orlando, Florida 

• Rate $174/nite double occupancy 

• Only 40 Rooms reserved for Illinois Great Rivers Conference Attendees 

• Be sure to mention our IGRC when registering 

• To register for hotel:  https://book.passkey.com/e/50196659   HOTEL OFFER EXPIRES 12-1-2021 

 

In-person attendance Registration for Assembly - Early Registration fee: 

• $330 (available Sept. 1–Nov. 30, 2021, which includes lunch on Friday and Saturday) 

• After the early bird registration ends, the registration fee for in-person is $365.00; virtual is $235.00; and 
is good Dec. 1, 2021 - April 11, 2022 

• Registration closes April 11 

• (Proof of vaccination required at time of registration—visit the FAQ page for assistance) 

• NOTE: If you register for in person and then later change your mind to virtual you get a refund minus $5 
processing fee 

 

Early Registration fee for virtual:  
$199 (available Sept. 1–Nov. 30, 2021) 

 

What: 

Different workshops offered (one on Friday and one on Saturday. Community Gatherings, Experience Hall (in
-person) and so much more 

 

DON’T MISS OUT –REGISTER TODAY – 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT ENDS NOVEMBER 30 
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
 

2021 Local Member Census Form 

Local Unit Name:____________________  Unit President:___________________ 

District Name:_______________________ Phone:___________________________ 

Reported By:_________________________  Church Name:____________________ 

Email/Phone:_________________________  Church Address:__________________ 

Number of Members as of 01/01/2021: _____ _________________________  

New Members Added:   _____                                                      

Number Lost by Death:   _____         

Other Reasons:         _____ 

Total Members as of December 31, 2021  _____ 

 

Unit Type: Are you a Local, Cluster/Charge (with other units/church), District or  

Online unit?  __________  
 

District Membership, Nurture, Outreach  Due January 1st, 2022 – Send to: 

 Carol Dexter, IRD Membership Chairman  
 P.O. Box 104, Crescent City, IL 60928  
 Home: 815.683.2704  Cell: 815.383.1562 
 Email:  cjdexter64@gmail.com  

 

************************************************************************ 
 

Please send the above form to me by December 31st or sooner, if possible.  Individual members can still regis-
ter their membership online at myUMW – United Methodist Women if they wish to do so. Thank you and 
God bless! 

Program Resources 
Hi, Ladies! Thanks to the ladies who visited my table at the Fall meeting in Sullivan. Thanks also go to Pat 
and Barb who helped stock the table with reading material. It was much appreciated!  Remember, ladies, 
you can find books at libraries, bookstores, or online.  These books can help you with a wealth of reading 
material for Social Action, Education/Interpretation, etc.  
 
Finally, remember I must have your reading reports sent to me by January.  Enjoy the holidays - have a 
Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas! 

 
 Judy Hudgens, Program Resources 
 978 North Martha's Court, Milford, IL 60953 
 Home: 815.889.4975   Cell: 815.471.4976 
 judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

mailto:cjdexter64@gmail.com
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/myUMW.html
mailto:judy.hudgens@gmail.com


Social Action 
Tuscola United Methodist Women is planning a series of events focusing on several social issues beginning 
the last two Sundays in February. These Social Action issues are: "Pushout-the Criminalization of Black 
Girls", Native Americans, including a zoom meeting with a social worker on a reservation in Wisconsin, Do-
mestic Violence, Human Trafficking, and the LGBTQ community. There will be a presentation on the first 
evening and a follow-up discussion the next Sunday. All churches are invited to attend and learn more about 
social issues affecting United Methodist Women.    

 
Patty Russell 
215 Forest Glen Dr., Tuscola, IL 61953 
Cell: 217.521.0425 
prussell61953@yahoo.com 
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Cunningham Children’s Home 5K Be a Hero Race Update 

 
Be a Hero 5K race was a success and is a new fall money maker for Cunningham Children’s Home.  
This inaugural race raised $13,514.02 and was a lot of fun for the participants! 

The Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) was signed into law on September 15th by Governor Pritzker. 

This law will lead Illinois towards “a 100% clean energy future, protect public health from pollution, provide 

a just transition for communities historically dependent on dirty fossil fuels, enact tough utility accountability 

measures, and create jobs and wealth in Illinois’ Black and Brown communities.”*  You can watch a recap 

of the bill signing by going to https://twitter.com/ILCleanJobs/status/1438908612479496192. “The Illinois 

Clean Jobs Coalition will continue to work diligently to implement this law, while looking for new ways to 

make sure Illinois leads the way when it comes to equitable climate action.”* 

*excerpt from the Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition, September 17th, 2021 email, entitled, It’s Official: CEJA was signed 

into law 

mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
https://twitter.com/ILCleanJobs/status/1438908612479496192


 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House News 
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Thank you for the items donated to LBDNH at the September IRD Fall meeting. We delivered a car full of 
toiletries, clothes, books, a quilt, and $200 to Lisa Graves and the Social Worker, who has worked at Neigh-
borhood House for 30 years. She receives many calls for utilities, housing, gas assistance and encourages cli-
ents to plan ahead for their monthly bills. She refers folks needing shelter to St. Vincent de Paul where they 
may stay 7 pm - 7 am and receive breakfast.   
 
The PASS program (Providing a Safe Start) held a Trunk or Treat, and an open house was held for the parents 
of the students in the Teen Reach program. Vaccination clinics were held in September, and the Job Readi-
ness Training started in October for Basic Nursing Assistant. The Seasoned Circle cafe is still by reservation, 
limited seating, and no activities for the elders. 

 
Patty Russell 
215 Forest Glen Dr., Tuscola, IL  61953 
Cell: 217.521.0425 
prussell61953@yahoo.com 
 

2022 Calendar of Events 
Date Event Location 

February 26, Saturday  IGRC Spiritual Growth Retreat  Virtual 

March 26, Saturday  IRD Personal Growth Seminar  
9:30 am – 12:00 pm    

Arcola UMC  

April 23, Saturday  IRD Spring Meeting 
9:15 am – 2:00 pm  

Champaign Faith UMC 

May 20-22, Friday – Sunday  Assembly 
http://assembly2022.org 

Orlando, FL and Virtual 

June 3, Friday  and  
June 4, Saturday  

Cunningham Children’s Home 
Festival of Quilts  
Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm 
Saturday 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Urbana, IL 

July 15-20, Friday – Wednesday Mission u  
Northfield Inn and Suites  

Springfield, IL 

September 17, Saturday  IRD Fall Meeting  
9:15 am – 2:00 pm 

Mahomet UMC 

October 1, Saturday  IGRC Annual UMW Meeting  TBD 

2022 Iroquois River District UMW 

Officers & District Superintendent, 

Pastor Angie Lee  

mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
http://assembly2022.org
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Spiritual Growth 
 

There was no accident in the timing of Thanksgiving. It comes before Christmas for a reason. God wants us 

to begin the season with thanksgiving and praise. Scripture tells us to give thanks in all circumstances—

always and forever. This special celebration time is led by the light of the Spirit, which illuminates the dark-

est corners of our souls and draws out the many buried treasures God has provided for us. How can we not 

sing His praises!   

We prepare for Advent by recounting all those blessings. Of course, the coming of Christ was the greatest gift 

promised and then delivered, all wrapped up in God’s love. We receive it as we follow God’s star like the 

wisemen before us—counting on its illumination to help us avoid worldly pitfalls along our journey.  

We look to the heavens and see the glorious light while God’s angels glorify Him and announce the birth of 

His Son—to us—the lowly shepherds tending to His flocks here on earth. Our Great Shepherd arrived! We 

received the lights of joy, peace, and love. Throughout Christ’s life as a human, He—just like us—had to stop 

to call on God’s purposeful light to shine on the way He was created to follow. As we follow, we can never 

forget His wonderful gift given in pure grace alone: The powerful rays of His purifying light shine on us and 

cleanse us white and spotless as we become a member of God’s kingdom. 

God did not leave us alone to wait until we can join Him because He knows of the darkness that can surround 

us as we serve Him throughout our time on earth. The Holy Spirit came with wind and fire to strengthen our 

hearts and souls. We are surrounded by God’s light, power, strength, peace, love and so much more!   

Let’s take up the challenge of extending the Season of Light into our whole year, one day at a time! String 

those lights and become a beacon for God always and forever…..but first let’s set the stage with joyful songs 

of praise and thanksgiving! Glory to God, Amen.   

Have a blessed Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas Celebration. In God’s love, 

Carolyn Paullin 

36330E 300 North Rd., Bellflower, IL 61724 
Cell: 309.722.3339 
paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net   

Communications  
In case you were wondering the Beacon is now only sent by email. Paper copies are no longer being mailed. 
We would like to include all of you who would like the Beacon to come directly to your email inbox in our 
email delivery.  
So if you currently do not get the Beacon by email then please do the following:  
  Send an email to:  majpattenaude@yahoo.com  
  Subject: Yes - Beacon 
  Message: Yes, I want the Beacon emailed to me! My unit name is: ____________________ 
 
I will then add you to the Beacon email list and you will start getting it each time we publish the Beacon. 
You can send an email at anytime to the same address with the Subject: Stop Beacon to remove your email 
address from the mailing list.  
 
Mary Ann Pattenaude, Communications Coordinator 
105 Wilshire Dr., Tuscola, IL 61953 
Cell: 217.722.2117 
majpattenaude@yahoo.com  

mailto:paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com?subject=Yes%20-%20Beacon
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
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Cunningham Children’s Home  
Seasons Greetings as we begin our Christmas journeys!  

This beautiful work of art from one of our Cunningham kids seems fitting as we move 

into the holiday season and navigate the road to Christmas. There are many ways to be 

part of Cunningham’s Christmas journey.  

 

Purchase Gifts from our Christmas Wish List: 
Our wish list is full of gift ideas that are requested by our youth. You can help fulfill 
many Christmas wishes by shopping on our general Christmas wish list. Please deliver 
all gifts unwrapped to the Spiritual Life Center at Cunningham at 1301 N. Cunning-
ham Avenue in Urbana by Thursday, December 2nd. You can also shop from our Am-
azon Christmas wish list and have items shipped directly to Cunningham. Wish lists 

are available at: https://www.cunninghamhome.org/ways-give/shop-our-wish-lists 
 
Help us fill the Kids' Shop: 
Our youth learn about the spirit of giving and generosity through the Kids' Shop. They write out wish list items for their 
loved ones and, with the help of Cunningham staff; they shop for those special gifts! You can give gently used or new 
items to the Kids' Shop to make sure our youth have plenty to choose from. Favorite items include bath & body sets, 
jewelry for women/girls, inexpensive phone accessories, wallets for teens, men and women and hats for men. Please 
drop off items at Cunningham's Spiritual Life Center by Monday, December 6th. 
 
Shop for a specific youth: 
If you are interested in helping fulfill a youth's Christmas wish, we can provide you with their specific wish list. Brooke 
Buzard at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217.337.9073. 
 
Luminaries of Hope and Live Nativity: 
Join us for our second annual Luminaries of Hope and Live Nativity on December 11th and 18th from 6 pm to 8 pm. 

794 luminaries, representing each of the youth, adults and families we’ve served this year, will line a drive of hope 

through the Cunningham campus at 1301 N. Cunningham Drive in Urbana, to the live nativity. 

You can help us light up Cunningham’s campus by purchasing a luminary for $10 in honor or memorial of someone spe-

cial in your life. The luminaries you purchase will be added to the drive of hope. For a suggested donation of $5, you are 

invited to drive through and enjoy this beautiful holiday event. To purchase a luminary visit: https://

www.cunninghamhome.org/events/luminaries-hope-and-live-nativity 

 

If you, your unit or church would like to volunteer to help set-up luminaries and star in the live nativity, reach out to 

Brooke at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217.337.9073. 

 
Wrap Christmas Gifts: 
Help wrap Christmas gifts for Cunningham’s youth and families! Limited gift wrapping opportunities are available dur-

ing the week of December 6-10 and December 13-17. Spots fill quickly and must be coordinated in advance. Reach out 

to Brooke at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217.337.9073 for availability for you and your group.  

 
In Case You Missed It: Caminos 

The News-Gazette did a wonderful job highlighting the Caminos program in a cover story on Sunday, October 17. Enjoy 

a link to the article below and feel free to share with others! If you would like to schedule a presentation about Caminos 

at an upcoming meeting for your unit, coordinate with Brooke at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217.337.9073.  

https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/social-services/cunninghams-new-program-allows-unaccompanied-immigrant

-children-to-be-kids-again/article_f47928d4-1600-5af1-b88a-fbcf63adeb66.html 

 

Kathy Perisho, Cunnigham Children’s Home Representative 
3206 Ridge Park Rd., Urbana, IL 61802 
Cell: 925.719.2319 
kathyperisho@comcast.net 

https://www.cunninghamhome.org/ways-give/shop-our-wish-lists
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/luminaries-hope-and-live-nativity
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/luminaries-hope-and-live-nativity
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org
https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/social-services/cunninghams-new-program-allows-unaccompanied-immigrant-children-to-be-kids-again/article_f47928d4-1600-5af1-b88a-fbcf63adeb66.html
https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/social-services/cunninghams-new-program-allows-unaccompanied-immigrant-children-to-be-kids-again/article_f47928d4-1600-5af1-b88a-fbcf63adeb66.html
mailto:kathyperisho@comcast.net
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2022 IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN OFFICERS   

President - Pat Davis Program Resources - Judy Hudgens 

pat@bnpdavis.com judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

C: 847.606.2650 C: 815.471.4976 

3204 Ridge Park Rd 978 N Martha's Ct 

Urbana, IL  61802 Milford, IL  60953 

  

Vice President - Cheryl Street Communications Coordinator - Mary Ann Pattenaude 

cherylstreet893@yahoo.com majpattenaude@yahoo.com 

C: 815.383.2781 C: 217.722.2117 

PO Box 35 105 Wilshire Dr 

Martinton, IL  60951 Tuscola, IL  61953 

  

Secretary - Cheryl Van Ness Chairperson of Nominations - Cheryl Street (class of 2022) 

cvn902@aol.com cherylstreet893@yahoo.com 

C: 217.621.5502 C: 815.383.2781 

1809A Lydia Ct PO Box 35 

Urbana, IL  61802 Martinton, IL  60951 

  

Treasurer - Holly Hirchert Committee on Nominations - Louwonna Snodgrass (class of 2023) 

h.hirchert @att.net  louwonna@gmail.com 

C: 217.840.8506 815.383.7546 

1502 Sandpiper Ln PO Box 173 

Champaign, IL  61821-5916 Donovan, IL  60931 

  

Spiritual Growth - Carolyn Paullin Cunningham Children’s Home Reps: Roberta Benschneider 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net robertabenschneider@gmail.com  

C: 309.824.2019 C: 217.417.4729  H: 217.834.3575 

36330E 300 North Rd. 205 E 4th St 

Bellflower, IL  61724 Broadlands, IL  61816 

  

Membership/Nurture/Outreach - Carol Dexter Kathy Perisho 

cjdexter64@gmail.com kathyperisho@comcast.net 

C: 815.383.1562  H: 815.683.2704 C: 925.719.2319 

PO Box 104 3206 Ridge Park Rd 

Crescent City, IL  60928 Urbana, IL  61802 

  

Education/Interpretation - Dicksie Blankenship Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House Reps: Patty Russell 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com prussell61953@yahoo.com 

C: 217.357.4940 C: 217.521.0425 

999 Route 10 West Apt 14 215 Forest Glen Dr 

Clinton, IL  61727 Tuscola, IL  61953 

  

Social Action - Patty Russell Barb Rascher 

prussell61953@yahoo.com rascher@illinois.edu 

C: 217.521.0425 C: 217.766.3578  H: 217.485.5566 

215 Forest Glen Dr 802 E Larmon St 

Tuscola, IL  61953 Tolono, IL  61880 

  

mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com
mailto:judy.hudgens@gmail.com
mailto:cherylstreet893@yahoo.com
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
mailto:cvn902@aol.com
mailto:cherylstreet893@yahoo.com
mailto:h.hirchert%20@att.net
mailto:louwanna@gmail.com
mailto:paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net
mailto:robertabenschneider@gmail.com
mailto:cjdeter64@gmail.com
mailto:kathyperisho@comcast.net
mailto:d.blankenship@mchsi.com
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
mailto:rascher@illinois.edu

