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President Pat’s Post 
 

“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart”. I am sure many of you 
have sung this old camp song. It truly reflects the state of my heart as I read 
your Mission Today Reports, the end of the year financial report, and work 

with our wonderful slate of district officers. 
 

Yes, we have had challenges the past couple of years, but as I read of the various activities 
engaged by our 30 local units, I swell with pride at all that was accomplished. Although 
different arrangements for in person activities and moneymakers were needed, we finished 
the year receiving $3,500 OVER OUR BUDGET!!! Many various acts of service for local 
communities were performed. Books for our UMW reading program were read. Cards and 
notes of support for our fellow sisters were mailed. Gifts of money were given when in  
person service was not possible. More connected with various Faith Talks and other  
National UMW computer programs. Good job, Iroquois River District United Methodist 
Women! 
 

Another year has begun and with it new opportunities for UMW members to serve, learn, 
and give. I encourage all units to have a service of Prayer and Self Denial in the first quarter 
of this year, as the collection supports the Deaconess Program. Find ways to be in  
fellowship with one another like having a prayer partner for the year and sending a  
Valentine to those in your church who are homebound or in care facilities. Create a food 
basket of goodies and fun items for a family or families in need in the Easter season. Check 
out the RESPONSE magazine for ideas from UMW sisters across the nation and our world. 
Go to the United Methodist Women e-store to order the Program book and the newly 
named and revised “Daily Prayer Guide” (formerly the Prayer Calendar). Take time to  
explore the unitedmethodistwomen.org website for lots of information and program ideas. I 
look forward to hearing of new ways of service you plan to perform this year. 
 

Our IRD Spring Gathering this year on Saturday, April 23rd will be a combination of in  
person and virtual so no one can miss out on hearing about how the youth of one church 
serves others through the Appalachia Service Project, hear news from your district officers 
and participate in our annual Memorial Service. And of course, to enjoy the fellowship! 
More news elsewhere in this issue on the Spring Gathering.  
 

Start each day with the song of joy in your heart and see the wondrous things God has and 
will do in our lives! 
 
Pat Davis, IRD President 
3204 Ridge Park Road, Urbana, IL 61802 
pat@bnpdavis.com 

The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Methodist Women to report and inform UMW of district and 

conference programs. Contact information is not to be shared outside of the UMW organization. This issue’s editor is Mary 

Ann Pattenaude.  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
http://www.igrc.org/umw
mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com
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Education and Interpretation 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to all units! I have written this 3 times and then lost it, so here it goes again, a short note from me, 

Dicksie Blankenship, your E and I coordinator on the board of the IRD of UMW. I just want you all to look forward to 

working in your units or to serve somewhere in your church. We all need to help somewhere, just as those 

3 women did back 150 years ago. There is always a job that needs to be done! I hope to see you at our 

Spring Gathering at Faith UMC on April 23rd. Blessing to all.  

 
Love, 
Dicksie, IRD Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
999 Rt. 10 West, Clinton, IL  61727 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com 

 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
 

Greetings to you all in 2022! I hope this year will be a good one for you as you get your units up and running smoothly 

again.  

Thank you for responding to the membership survey. We presently have 30 UMW units in the Iroquois River District 

and 751 members (14 less than last year), so I think we are “holding our own!” Encourage the ladies in your church to 

join you as you serve the Lord in so many ways. Invite someone to join you when you attend a meeting and take them 

with you. Also, you might ask ladies in your church to help on projects even though they are not members (yet!)   

Blessings to you all!   

“Each one should use whatever gift he/she has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s 

grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 

Carol Dexter, IRD Membership Coordinator 
P.O. Box 104, Crescent City, IL 60928  

cjdexter64@gmail.com  
 

Communications 
 
The 2022 IRD UMW Local Unit Officers Directory, Resources and Forms is off to the printers! You will note the 

name has slightly changed, and that is because we have added required forms and resources in the booklet this year. 

This way your unit has all the needed information in one publication. The Directory will be mailed by USPS to the 

President of each unit. It will also be emailed to any unit officers who have listed their email in the Directory. Most 

likely those with email will receive the Directory prior to the President receiving the printed copy.  

 

The Beacon will continue to be emailed to all Unit officers who have listed an email address in the Directory. Printed 

copies of the Beacon can be mailed if that is requested. Please call (217-722-2117) or email me to let me know if you 

need a printed copy. If your email address is not in the Directory and you wish to receive the Beacon by email, please 

send an email to me with the subject line: YES Beacon. If you do not want to receive the Beacon by email anymore, 

please also send an email to me with the subject line: STOP Beacon. 

 
Mary Ann Pattenaude, IRD Communications Coordinator 
105 Wilshire Drive, Tuscola, IL 61953 
majpattenaude@yahoo.com 

mailto:d.blankenship@mchsi.com
mailto:cjdexter64@gmail.com
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
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Program Resources 
 
First be sure to send me the names of those who participated in the 2021 UMW Reading Program by February 28th. 
(Deadline was extended) We will be awarding certificates at the April 23rd IRD Spring Gathering. 
 

Looking for a program idea?  Check out the 2021-2022 Program Resources Guide: “Healing and Joy – On Our  

Journey to God” 

Go online to https://www.umwmissionresources.org/ 

 

On the menu on the left, click on Program Planning Resources, and you will see 
the guide on the right side, click on it.  It is available to purchase for only $10.00. 

 

Healing and Joy: On Our Journey to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This guide focuses on finding healing and joy in many areas of our lives, guided by those in the scriptures who felt a 
similar need to find healing and joy in the midst of transition and hardship. 

Our first three months will focus on finding God’s healing and joy in the midst of grief and loss The second quarter will 
delve into our mission commitments such as ending the school-to-prison pipeline and climate justice through our atten-
tion to just energy for all. The third quarter will explore finding healing and joy in our meaning-making and search for 
personal growth, while the final quarter will focus on finding healing and joy as we move into the future, and consider 
how we will share the gospel of United Methodist Women’s spiritual and justice work and discomfort ourselves with 
change to make great new things with God possible. 

New This Year: This past year we have learned that we, the United Methodist Women, can be much more creative than 
we knew, so each session (now helpfully organized into four quarters by season) will have options for in- person or 
online gathering, and devotions and questions that are appropriate for personal study, sharing with one neighbor or 
friend, or for discussion in large groups. Ideas on how to “Take the Next Most Faithful Step” close each program, sug-
gesting ways you can put the ideas discussed here into action right now.  
 

If you are just interested in the Pledge to Mission portion of the book, please click the link below and go to page 5 of the 

PDF.   Pledge to Mission 

 
If you would like to know how to host a virtual meeting so you can use these materials in that method, please click the 

link below.   How to Host a Virtual Event Using Zoom 

 
Judy Hudgens, IRD Program Resources Coordinator 

978 North Martha's Court, Milford, IL 60953 
judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/2021-2022-program-resource-pledge-to-mission.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/HowToHostVirtualEvent.pdf
mailto:judy.hudgens@gmail.com
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/2021-2022-program-resource-pledge-to-mission.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/Media/PDF/HowToHostVirtualEvent.pdf


Social Action 
 

We UMW are called to do all we can to interrupt the school-to-prison pipeline. There is a submitted bill, H.R.2248, the 

"Ending PUSHOUT Act" for legislative session 2021-2022. We need to encourage our federal congresspersons to co-

sponsor this bill. PUSHOUT is the acronym for Punitive Unfair School-based Harm that is overt and unresponsive to 

trauma. The bill includes $2.5 billion to encourage schools and states to abandon unfair and discriminating practices 

that push girls of color out of school. The money cannot be used for school police/resource officers. Funds are to be 

used for social workers, mental health professionals, trauma care, and restorative practices. To learn more, email Linda 

Dean at lindadean1964@gmail.com. 

 

"Rooted for Resilience" Information from Faith in Place  

The complexity of Climate Change's impacts on mental, physical, economic, emotional, and spiritual well-being of 

communities calls for a holistic approach to building resilience. We can learn meditative ways to address eco-anxiety, 

and strengthen investment in historically disadvantaged communities. There are many ways for communities of faith 

and spirituality to work together to be more resilient. Examples: gratitude journal, biking, running, walking with 

friends, meditation, prayer teams/groups, song fests, yoga, game nights, cooking a meal together, especially of new 

recipes, helping young families with childcare. Try to remember to include others in your community 

that you may not otherwise associate with or know. "The more we get together, the happier we'll be."  

 
Patty Russell, IRD Social Action Coordinator 

215 Forest Glen Drive, Tuscola, IL 61953 
prussell61953@yahoo.com 
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Spiritual Growth 
Joy of Faith and Fruit 

Greetings, Faithful United Methodist Women, 

Have any of you received a seed catalog yet? It won’t be long if not! In the cold of February, we can dream of spring 

and planning our beautiful gardens. Right now, it might be more practical to address the growth of our own personal 

faith and all the fruits that will grow from within. What makes faith grow? I believe the greatest boost is provided by 

the study of God’s Word. In a Bible study I attend, we are centered in the book of Matthew. It brings great joy to pour 

over it and find nourishment. We have just studied the Parable of the Weeds (Matthew 13: 24-30; 36-43). This particu-

lar parable spoke to me about growing my faith. I hope it does to you, as well.   

After Jesus told the parable, He was elated that His disciples wanted to gain understanding and wisdom from it-just as 

we do! The soil was right for planting!! Jesus explained He selected the seeds and did the sowing. All the good wheat 

seeds were His chosen people—perfect seeds with great potential. He arranged for these seeds to be scattered all over 

the world to grow strong and produce fruit. As part of the perfect seeds, we use our strong faith to reach out to other 

growing believers. We must keep our eyes on Jesus so we will not be distracted by the weeds planted by the evil one. 

Faithful believers are not called to take care of the evil ones! That is God’s task. Believers are to plant seeds, not pull 

weeds! Even Jesus said to leave the weeds be. God will not give up on them until the very, very end. He knows how to 

soften hearts and bring new life to the weeds. He can make Sauls into Pauls.   

As the good wheat, we are to grow strong in our faith and keep our roots planted deeply in Christ while we reach out to 

others with the strength and joy of Jesus Christ. As members of the United Methodist Women, we strive to grow our 

branches to touch the limbs of those struggling to survive. May we extend nurturing and support to God’s 

people in our neighborhoods and around the world!  

Love to you in Christ, 

Carolyn Paullin, IRD Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330 E 300 North Road,  Bellflower, IL 61724 
paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net   

mailto:%20Linda%20Dean.%20lindadean1964@gmail.com
https://www.faithinplace.org/post/rooted-for-resilience-in-2022
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
mailto:paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net
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Treasurer’s Report 
When Pat Davis called and asked me to serve as District Treasurer, I knew it would provide an opportunity to meet 

more women who are committed to the mission of United Methodist Women. I would like to get to know as many of 

you as possible. If you have questions about mission giving, my email address is h.hirchert@att.net and my cell phone 

number is 217-840-8506. 

Please send remittances to my home address, 1502 Sandpiper Lane, Champaign, IL 61821. All checks should be  

payable to IGRC UMW-IRD 

Some new forms will be included in the 2022 IRD UMW Local Unit Officers Directory, Resources and Forms. I 

encourage you to use them or make copies to use when sending remittances or ordering special mission recognition 

requests. There are now Excel spreadsheets for the remittance form, unit combined attachment form, and unit audit 

form. If you would like to use them, send me an email. 

 
Holly Hirchert, IRD Treasurer 
1502 Sandpiper Lane, Champaign, IL 61821 

h.hirchert@att.net  

Information for Unit Treasurers 

Please use the updated forms found in the Resource Section of the 2022 IRD UMW Local Unit Officers Directory, 
Resources and Forms which is being mailed soon. Changes have been made to the forms, so please destroy all old 
forms. 

*NOTE NEW TREASURER AS OF JANUARY 1st, 2022 

Holly Hirchert 

1502 Sandpiper Lane, Champaign, IL 61821 

h.hirchert@att.net   

217-840-8506 

 

Send quarterly checks for unit pledges, other UMW donations and orders for Special Mission Recognition Pins to IRD  

Treasurer, Holly Hirchert. 

December 1st  Deadline for all donations on remittance forms to IRD Treasurer, Holly Hirchert 

Donations to Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, UMCOR, or other UMW agen-

cies and missionaries are to be sent directly to them.  

Iroquois River District Officers at December 

meeting at President Pat Davis’ home. 

 

Sitting (L to R): Pat Davis and Roberta 

Benschneider 

Standing (L to R): Carol Dexter, Carolyn 

Paullin, LouWonna Snodgrass, Patty Russell, 

Holly Hichert, Dicksie Blakenship, Cheryl 

Street and Barb Rascher 

mailto:h.hirchert@att.net
mailto:h.hirchert@att.net
mailto:h.hirchert@att.net
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Cunningham Children’s Home  

 

Christmas Thank You! 
Jonathan*, who is 14 years old and been at Cunningham for about 18 months, stopped by my office this week and said, 
“I had the best Christmas ever! I can’t believe I got everything I wished for. People went out and shopped, thinking 
about how they could make my Christmas special. I still can’t believe it. Can you tell THEM, thank you?!” 
  
So, on behalf of Jonathan and all the youth and families served by Cunningham, THANK YOU to our many Iroquois 
River District UMW friends who helped to make this Christmas season truly special. Whether you bought gifts, volun-
teered to wrap presents, donated Kids Shop items, sent prayers or took up a monetary Christmas collection for your unit 
or with your congregation, it ALL made a difference! 
  
*Our story is real, but the name has been changed to protect the privacy of our youth. 
  
Spirited Servant Award 
2021 has continued to be different than we would have imagined, but we have been blessed and amazed by the continued 
generosity of the United Methodist Women! We are still excited to honor your unit for your support of Cunningham 
Children’s Home this year. UMW units are recognized annually for all that they do to support Cunningham Children's 
Home in four areas: Lifelong Ministry, Helping Hands, Loving Hearts, and Shared Mission. 
  
Complete your Spirted Servant Award Report form online at https://www.cunninghamhome.org/2021-spirited-servant-
award-report-form Unit Presidents will receive a copy of the report form mailed to their home later this month. Complete 
online or return your mailed copy by Friday, February 25th. 
  
Festival of Quilts 
Save-the-date for the 2022 Festival of Quilts on June 3-4! 
We are looking forward to another great festival, which will again be a hybrid event available both in-person and online. 
New this year, the “Centerpieces and Such” category featuring seasonal wreaths, mantle pieces, table centerpieces, plant-
ers, and home accents of all kinds that will be available for purchase as part of the online auction. These are items you 
have decorated, enhanced and “made your own.” Please share this exciting addition with your friends who might be 
crafters or DIY enthusiasts and interested in participating in Festival for the first time with this new category. More in-
formation about “Centerpieces and Such, “as well as auction quilts, the boutique, giftshop, the bake sale, show quilts, 
sponsorships and volunteering will be sent to unit Presidents this month and shared at the Spring Gathering. 
  
New Tradition for Caminos Youth 
The Cunningham staff continue to do amazing work with Caminos’ youth! Chaplain Gay worked hard this holiday sea-
son to start new traditions with the youth that reflect their Latin American culture. One such holiday was Día de la Vir-
gen de Guadalupe, which is celebrated on December 12th and is a national holiday in Mexico. It marks an appearance of 
the Virgin Mary to a young indigenous man, Juan Diego, on December 12th, 1531. After conquering Mexico, the Span-
iards wanted to convert the indigenous people to Catholicism. But the Mexicans had their own faith and spirituali-
ty. After the appearance of Mary, the indigenous people became fascinated with Catholicism. The Virgin Mary appeared 
to Diego on a top of a hill and told him to collect flowers. It was December and there should not have been flowers, but 
when he got to the top of the hill, there were flowers. He collected the flowers and took them to the Bishop in his coat. 
Diego gave the coat of flowers to the Bishop and who discovered the image of the Virgin Mary traced on the coat. 
  
On December 12th, youth in the Caminos program carried flowers in a small procession around Cunningham’s campus 
and placed them under the banner of the Lady of Guadalupe. Chaplain Gay led them in prayer and other activities as they 
celebrated this new tradition. For more information on Caminos or other Cunningham programs, to schedule a speaker 
for your unit meeting or for inquiries about pulpit replacement, contact Brooke Buzard at  
bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or (217) 337-9073.  

 

Kathy and Roberta would love to come visit your local unit meetings and share with your members about Cunningham. 
Thanks for all your units do for Cunningham. The children really appreciate all that is done for them!   
 
 Kathy Perisho, IRD CCH Representative  Roberta Benschneider, IRD CCH Representative  
 3206 Ridge Park Road     205 E 4th Street 
 Urbana, IL  61802     Broadlands, IL  61816 
 kathyperisho@comcast.net    robertabenschneider@gmail.com 

https://www.cunninghamhome.org/2021-spirited-servant-award-report-form
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/2021-spirited-servant-award-report-form
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org
mailto:kathyperisho@comcast.net
mailto:robertabenschneider@gmail.com
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COVID protocols continue to steer programs in the direction needed during this pandemic.  

Early Childhood 
Currently, the Early Childhood Program is operating remotely with a determination soon on returning to in person. Par-
ents are contacted weekly by phone or email, by both classroom educators, (Teacher/Teacher Assistant). Our Educa-
tional Director, Christine Smith, requested Educators to include and submit Weekly Summary Assessment Reports 
(WSAR) that include an overall view of our parent’s expressions, concerns, family matters or special needs during this 
time. 
 
Teen Reach  
The Teen Reach Program was closed to in person on Jan 4th. During the absence of students, the staff have completed/
engaged in several trainings. Some have completed certifications in mental health and trauma that add additional value 
to their degrees in psychology and related fields. The students will return to a newly updated Teen Lounge, mediation 
corner and homework room. 
 
Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry continues curbside pickup for food baskets. Receiving a grant from the St. Louis Food Bank and dona-
tion from a local business enabled the purchase of needed equipment and food.  
 
Providing A Sure Start (PASS) 
Zoom continues to provide the path for PASS. Before each meeting, materials are dropped off at the client’s home to 
use for interacting in the meeting. February is a celebration of learning about historic black figures. Drive Thru events 
remain an important part of keeping families engaged while giving staff a chance to monitor them. These events also 
allow Case Managers to document their progress. 
 
Illinois Youth Improvement Program (IYIP) 
Wraparound services: clients receive the assistance they need to become successful. The employment shortage has led 
the IYIP to quickly training participants to be employable in a short time period. Not only that, but participants also 
identify career pathways for themselves. A partnership with the local union offers an apprenticeship styled brick mason-
ry training for 8 youth and serves as the foundation for entrance into the union. The relationship with a local Basic 
Nursing program will train 8-15 CNA’s and provide job placement with a local nursing home. 
 
Seasoned Circle Cafe´ 
The Cafe´ received an increase in their grant to update essential appliances. More seniors will receive nutritious meals 
served through the Meals on Wheels program now. 
 
100 Neediest 
Each year, Neighborhood House works with the United Way of Greater St. Louis on the 100 neediest cases. Through 
this program, our clients are “adopted” by individuals and businesses in the area. Families are assisted through mone-
tary donations for rent and utilities, but also may receive toys, household items, furniture and much more. This year 20 
of our families were adopted. 

 
These updates were paraphrased from the original one sent by Lisa Graves, Executive Administrative Assistant at 
LBDNH. Lisa keeps the representatives up to speed on what’s happening so we can share that information with all of 
you. God’s love is being shared with about 885 clients per week at Lessie Bates. Please keep them in your prayers and 
see their wish list on Page 13 which you can bring to the Spring Gathering. Thanks Lisa for keeping us informed! 

 

Does your group want to learn more about Lessie Bates? Just say yes and give us a call. We'll be thrilled to come visit!  

 

Patty Russell, IRD LBDNH Representative   Barb Rascher, IRD LBDNH Representative 
215 Forest Glen Drive      802 E Larmon Street 
Tuscola IL  61953      Tolono IL  61880     
prussell61953@yahoo.com      rascher@illinois.edu  
 

mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
mailto:rascher@illinois.edu
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Document Due Dates to IRD Officers for 2022 

January 1  Membership Reports of previous year and the names of members who have passed away from 

4/1/21 to 3/31/22 due to IRD M/N/O Coordinator, Carol Dexter, PO Box 104, Crescent City, 

IL 60928, cjdexter64@gmail.com 

 

January 31  District Reading Program Participant List of previous year due to IRD Program Resources Co-

ordinator, Judy Hudgens, 978 N Martha's Court, Milford, IL 60953,  

judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

 
February 15 Cunningham Children’s Home Spirited Servant Award checklist to CCH, Brooke Buzard, Cun-

ningham Children’s Home, PO Box 878, Urbana, IL 61801, bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org 

 
August 1  Woman of the Year Nomination Form due to IRD M/N/O Coordinator, Carol Dexter, PO Box 

104, Crescent City, IL 60928, cjdexter64@gmail.com 

 

November 1  List of Officers for following year with all contact info due to IRD Communications Coordina-

tor, Mary Ann Pattenaude, 105 Wilshire Drive, Tuscola, IL 61953,   

majpattenaude@yahoo.com 

 
December 1  Mission Today Reports of current year due to IRD President, Pat Davis, 3204 Ridge Park 

Road, Urbana, IL 61082, pat@bnpdavis.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking to learn more about Black history? Join United Methodist Women members and friends in reading She 

Came to Slay: The Life and Times of Harriet Tubman by Dr. Erica Armstrong Dunbar. She Came to Slay is a 2021-

2022 Reading Program selection in the Nurturing for Community category. Dr. Erica Armstrong Dunbar is the 

Charles & Mary Beard Distinguished Professor of History at Rutgers University and the National Director of the As-

sociation of Black Women Historians.  

mailto:cjdexter64@gmail.com
mailto:judy.hudgens@gmail.com
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org
mailto:cjdexter64@gmail.com
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com
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IRD 2022 Calendar of Events 
Date  Event   Location 

  

Saturday, February 26th 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

IGRC Spiritual Growth Re-
treat 

  

Virtual 

Saturday, March 26th 

9:30 am – 12:00 pm 

District Personal Growth Sem-
inar 

Arcola UMC 

121 S Locust Street 

Saturday, April 23rd 

9:15 am – 2:00 pm 

IRD Spring Gathering Champaign Faith UMC 

1719 S Prospect Avenue 

Friday to Sunday 

May 20th – May 22nd 

Assembly 2022 

Orlando Convention Center 

Go to assembly2022.org for 
more information 

Friday & Saturday 

June 3rd & June 4th
 

Festival of Quilts  Go to Cunningham Children’s 
Home for more information 

www.cunninghamhome.org 

  

Friday to Wednesday 

July 17th – July 20th
 

Mission u Northfield Inn and Suites 

Springfield, IL and virtual 

Saturday, September 17th 

9:15 am – 2:00 pm 

IRD Fall Meeting Mahomet UMC 

1302 E South Mahomet Road 

Saturday, October 1st 

  

IGRC Annual Meeting 

  

Morton UMC 

420 N Tennessee Avenue 

  

Carolyn Paullin, IRD Spiritual 

Growth Coordinator, giving a 

wonderful and fun devotional 

for Christmas entitled “Getting 

Ready for Christmas”   

 

Contact Carolyn to get this de-

votional, you’ll be glad you 

did! 

 

 

http://assembly2022.org
http://www.cunninghamhome.org
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2022 Iroquois River District  

United Methodist Women Officers 
 

President – Pat Davis   Spiritual Growth – Carolyn Paullin 
pat@bnpdavis.com 
847-606-2650 
3204 Ridge Park Road 
Urbana, IL  61802 

  paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net 
309-824-2019 
36330 E 300 North Road 
Bellflower, IL  61724 

      
Vice President – Cheryl Street   Communications – Mary Ann Pattenaude 
cherylstreet893@yahoo.com 
815-383-2781 
PO Box 35 
Martinton, IL  60951 

  majpattenaude@yahoo.com 
217-722-2117 
105 Wilshire Drive 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

      

Secretary – Cheryl Van Ness 
  Committee on Nominations  

(Class of 2022) – Cheryl Street 
cvn902@aol.com 
217-621-5502 
1809-A Lydia Court 
Urbana, IL  61802 

  cherylstreet893@yahoo.com 
815-383-2781 
PO Box 35 
Martinton, IL  60951 

      

Treasurer – Holly Hirchert 
  Committee on Nominations  

(Class of 2023) – LouWonna Snodgrass 
h.hirchert@att.net 
217-840-8506 
1502 Sandpiper Lane 
Champaign, IL 61821 

  louwonna@gmail.com 
815-383-7546 
PO Box 173 
Donovan, IL  60931 

      
Education & Interpretation – Dicksie 
Blankenship 

  Cunningham Children's Home Repre-
sentative - Roberta Benschneider 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com 
217-357-4940 
999 St Rte 10 West Apt 14 
Clinton, IL  61727 

  robertabenschneider@gmail.com 
217-417-4729 
205 E 4th Street 
Broadlands, IL  61816 

      
Membership, Nurture, & Outreach – Carol 
Dexter 

  Cunningham Children's Home Repre-
sentative – Kathy Perisho 

cjdexter64@gmail.com 
815-683-2704 
PO Box 104 
Crescent City, IL  60928 

  kathyperisho@comcast.net 
925-719-2319 
3206 Ridge Park Road 
Urbana, IL  61802 

      

Program Resources – Judy Hudgens 
  Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

Representative – Patty Russell 
judy.hudgens@gmail.com 
815-471-4976 
978 N Martha's Court 
Milford, IL  60953 

  prussell61953@yahoo.com 
217-521-0425 
215 Forest Glen Drive 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

      

Social Action – Patty Russell 
  Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

Representative – Barb Rascher 
prussell61953@yahoo.com 
217-521-0425 
215 Forest Glen Drive 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

  rascher@illinois.edu 
217-766-3578 
802 E Larmon Street 
Tolono, IL  61880 

mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com
mailto:paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net
mailto:cherylstreet893@yahoo.com
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
mailto:cvn902@aol.com
mailto:cherylstreet893@yahoo.com
mailto:h.hirchert@att.net
mailto:louwonna@gmail.com
mailto:d.blankenship@mchsi.com
mailto:robertabenschneider@gmail.com
mailto:cjdexter64@gmail.com
mailto:kathyperisho@comcast.net
mailto:judy.hudgens@gmail.com
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
mailto:rascher@illinois.edu
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Iroquois River District 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
United Methodist Women 
 
2022 ADMINISTRATION & MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT BUDGET 

 
  Audit 300 

  Dependent Care  200 

  District Meetings           800 

  Mileage  200 

  Mission  1,500  

  Newsletter  100 

  Other Postage  400 

  Other Printing and Supplies  400 

  Program Resources  40 

  SMR Trans to Mission  40 

  Miscellaneous  Payments   200 

        

    TOTAL: $4,180 

 

 2022 DISTRICT PLEDGE    $28,000 

 

Approved at District Annual Meeting on:  September 25, 2021 

2022 District Budget and Pledge 

How Can United Methodist Women Address 

 Economic Justice 

 Mass Incarceration 

 Climate Justice 

 Domestic Violence 

 Women’s Health 

 and Racial Justice 

During the Covid-19 Crisis? 

 And 

Conversation with your District Leaders 

 
 

Saturday, March 26th 

9:30 am – 12:00 pm 

Arcola UMC, 121 S Locus Street, Arcola 61910 

Morning refreshments provided 

 

Video Presentation prepared by Christina Krost, IGRC UMW VP 

 

Masks required.  Social distancing will be observed. 

 

Register your attendance by replying to Pat Davis, IRD President at pat@bnpdavis.com 

With your name, email or address, and church location 

2022 Personal Growth Seminar 

mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com


2022 IGRC UMW Spiritual Growth Event 

Join us on zoom for a Soul Care Day. 

February 26th from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

We are thrilled to be joined by Connie Wieck who 

will lead our activities for the day. 

Connie is a TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers 
of Other Languages) She has served the UMC 
General Board of Global Ministries in Japan, 

Washington DC, Taiwan. Now serving through 
Amity Foundation in China. 

 

Join the zoom meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83080714043?pwd=MmRGR3hidXhZVmwxYy9aaE0zNlp6UT09 

 
Meeting ID: 830 8071 4043 
Passcode: 930657 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,83080714043#,,,,*930657# US (Chicago) 

 
The passcode will be required, so make sure it gets shared out.  
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Back in September, Tuscola UMW hosted Connie Wieck at their Annual Meeting/Salad Sup-

per. Several officers of the IRD were in attendance.  Below are a few pictures from that event.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83080714043?pwd=MmRGR3hidXhZVmwxYy9aaE0zNlp6UT09


2022 IRD Spring Gathering 
Saturday, April 23rd, 2022 

Faith United Methodist Church 
1719 S Prospect Avenue, Champaign 61820 

9:15 am - 2:00 pm 

Theme: YOUTH IN MISSION 

 

ASP provides one of the most rewarding service opportunities, bringing volunteers from around 
the country to rural Central Appalachia to repair homes for low-income families. Since 1969, 
we’ve repaired homes for more than 350 families. 

 

Our program for the Spring Gathering will be pre-
sented by Julee Lee, one of the adult participants and a few high school 
students from Faith UMC. They will share their photos and experiences 
serving as volunteers for this project that has been a mission opportunity 
for the high school youth at Faith United Methodist Church in Cham-
paign for over 35 years. 

 

Come, be informed of this wonderful program, enjoy some lovely music 
by Mike McAndrew, Faith Church’s music director, hear the latest from 
your officers and Cunningham Children’s Home, and participate in our 
annual UMW Memorial Service.   

 

MASKS AND FULL COVID INNOCULATION IS REQUIRED 

 

• Please remember to send the names of UMW members who have passed away from 4/1/21 to 3/31/22 so they 
can be remembered during the IRD Spring Gathering to Carol Dexter, cjdexter64@gmail.com by 4/1/2022. 

 

• The offering will go towards our Conference UMW pledge.  If you cannot attend, please have your unit send a do-
nation to our treasurer, Holly Hirchert, 1502 Sandpiper Lane, Champaign, IL  61821. Make checks to “IRD 
UMW” and write “Spring Offering” on the memo line. 

 

• To view this gathering online, click on this link for a live stream video option www.champaignfaith.org/iroquois-
river-district-umw 

 
• To register your in-person attendance, please fill out the form below and by the list the names indicate any dietary 

restrictions.  

 
• The luncheon fee of $10 may be paid to Faith UMW by: 

sending a check to: Mieke Blackwell, UMW Treasurer, 1719 S Prospect Avenue, Champaign, IL 61820 

or you may pay online using this link: https://champaign-faith-umw.square.site/   Scroll down to mark “Iroquois 
River District Spring Meeting” and fill in your charge card information. 
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mailto:cjdexter64@gmail.com
http://www.champaignfaith.org/iroquois-river-district-umw
http://www.champaignfaith.org/iroquois-river-district-umw
https://champaign-faith-umw.square.site/
https://asphome.org/


Registration Form for IRD UMW Spring Gathering 

 

Checks should be made out to:  Faith UMW.  Please mail checks to: Mieke Blackwell, UMW Treasurer, 

1719 S Prospect Avenue, Champaign, IL 61820  

or pay online at: https://champaign-faith-umw.square.site/   Once on the site, scroll down and check 

“Iroquois River District Spring Meeting” and fill in your charge card information 

 

 

Unit name:        Number of in-person attendees:     

 

Names (print clearly and list any dietary restrictions): 

               

               

               

 

Mail Form By April 13th To:  
Mieke Blackwell, 1719 S Prospect Avenue, Champaign, IL 61820  

 
Saturday, April 23rd, 2022 at Champaign Faith UMC 

 

Luncheon fee = $10 payable to Faith UMW 
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Love Gifts - IRD UMW Spring Gathering 

 
Please bring these items to our 2022 IRD Spring Gathering on April 23rd 

 
 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House Wish List  
• Pull-ups (sizes 3T-6T) 
• Baby Wipes 
• Blue Pens 
 

Cunningham Children’s Home Wish List 
• Men’s White T-Shirts, Men’s Size Small, Medium or Large 
• Men’s White Ankle Socks, Men’s Size 6-12 
• Toothbrushes, Adult Size and Soft Bristled 
• Amazon Gift Cards 
• Walmart Gift Cards 
 

https://champaign-faith-umw.square.site/

