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President Pat’s Post
Happy Spring United Women in Faith of Iroquois River District! My tulips
and redbud tree are in full bloom and we are surrounded by the beauty and
surprises of new life. I felt the resurgence of new life after our wonderful
Spring District Gathering in April. What a wonderful day of fellowship,
giving, learning and receiving! The president’s packet holds important news and reports,
some of which are repeated in this newsletter. A big thank you to the wonderful suggestions
given on your evaluation sheets. Your leadership team is taking these suggestions to heart
as we plan future gatherings.
It is good to celebrate our achievements while being reminded that our work to serve
women, children, and youth here and around the world continues. Please look for several of
our IRD UWF achievement awards that can be found in this issue.
While the hazy, lazy days of summer will be here soon, there are some things for you to
add to your to do list. One is to write down any notes from your participation in Assembly,
which is in person or virtual on May 20-22 , for open sharing in the fall. The second is to
register for Mission u which happens on July 17-20 in person or virtual. See the flyer on
Page 10 with all the information you need. Third is for your unit leaders to establish a
pledge goal for 2023 to be turned in to our treasurer, Holly Hirchert, either before or at the
September 17th Fall District Meeting and to make your mid-year donations to her as well.
The fourth is to pass along names of women you wish us to talk with about openings on
the District Board (See Page 11) The fifth is to choose a book from the UWF Reading
Program (information on the books can be found on the web page below)
(https://www.umwmissionresources.org/downloads/ReadingProgramCatalog2021.pdf)
to contemplate over the summer. I plan to find “One Dress. One Year: One Girl’s Stand
against Human Trafficking” by Bethany Winz and Susana Foth Aughtmon. Hint: We will
include an open sharing of books read over lunch at our Fall Meeting.

My prayer for all is to find a way to re-create your spirit this summer and to embrace the
love God gives us every day for us to pass on.
Pat Davis, IRD President
3204 Ridge Park Road, Urbana, IL 61802
pat@bnpdavis.com

The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Women in Faith to report and inform UWF of district and
conference programs. Contact information is not to be shared outside of the UWF organization. This issue’s editor is Mary Ann
Pattenaude.

Education and Interpretation
At our Spring District Gathering’s Memorial Service, we honored Emily Mac Marshall, who recently
passed away. Emily was instrumental in establishing the special Legacy Fund in 2019 as part of UMW’s
150th Anniversary. The goal of the Legacy Fund is $60 million dollars and we are halfway there! This fund
will help support the various mission outreach programs for the next 150 years! Your unit can take up a
special collection or you can donate as individuals. When donating you can make your donation in memory
of someone. Make out the checks to UMW and in the memo line write “Legacy”. Mail directly to United
Methodist Women National Office, 475 Riverside Dr., 15th Floor, Attention Legacy. New York, NY 10115.
Be sure to register for this year’s Mission u. The theme is “Can We Be More Together?” See the form on Page 10 in this
newsletter.
Love
Dicksie Blankenship, IRD Education and Interpretation Coordinator
999 Rt. 10 West, Clinton, IL 61727
d.blankenship@mchsi.com

Membership, Nurture and Outreach
Greetings to you all in this beautiful Springtime! It was great to meet with many of you at the Iroquois
River District Spring Gathering. I hope many of you are thinking of someone you would like to nominate
for the Iroquois River District United Women in Faith Woman of the Year. The IRD United Women in
Faith has 31 units and 751 members. Many of these members have been faithful through the years with
their dedicated and caring service to others. Please send in your nomination of one of these faithful
servants and also recognize all the special ladies that you have in your local units at one of your meetings.
I know there are many. Send your nomination information to me by August 1st. You may email the information to
cjdexter64@gmail.com or mail it to P.O. Box 104, Crescent City, IL 60928.
The uwfaith.org website has much information to share with all ladies of faith. To access this information, you must
become a member by going to https://uwfaith.org/get-involved/become-a-member/ or email membership@uwfaith.org.
There are three pathways of information with the All Access Membership: Inspire Resources (spiritual, nurturing and
fellowship), Influence Resources (leadership and networking) and Impact Resources (service and advocacy). You do
not have to be a member of a local unit to access the information; share this information with all ladies in your church.
Thank you for being a part of United Women in Faith and thank you for all that you do for others. Blessings to you all!
Carol Dexter, IRD Membership Coordinator
P.O. Box 104, Crescent City, IL 60928
cjdexter64@gmail.com
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Program Resources
Hi, Ladies! I certainly hope warm weather will be here soon as it was last Saturday, April 23 at Champaign Faith. It
was a wonderful day (except for the wind) both inside and out. I presented 33 reading certificates at the meeting, a little
less than last year. (See Page 8 for names) As I said, I'm hoping to have more readers this year. I had a full display table
at the meeting with lots of "goodies" for the taking. My thanks to all who contributed. If you go to this link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1eX87SdFjdMBcZqVXewS_mDFuhV6RFftV/htmlview you will see a list
of all the books and their categories that qualify for the UWF reading program.
I have another "goodie" to tell you about - the Response Magazine!
(https://uwfaith.unme.staging.findsomewinmore.com/resources/response-magazine/)
Response Magazine is an award-winning magazine printed by the National United Women in Faith in New York. I
believe the magazine's mission statement should be: "Response explores spiritual growth and living our faith, and
reports on our local, national, and international work." The magazine is for women in mission. You can find the
subscription rates, either digital or regular, online at the web address above. Please consider one or the other.
I hope to see you come September!
Judy Hudgens, IRD Program Resources Coordinator
978 North Martha's Court, Milford, IL 60953
judy.hudgens@gmail.com

Social Action
The latest Faith Talk was on Earth Day, with the theme, "Invest in Our Planet". It was a call for each of us to
collectively work toward creating a healthier, greener future. Does your unit or church have a Green Team? What can
be done to make your church greener? There is no "Planet B".
These Faith Talks are very informative about a variety of subjects that concern United Women in Faith. Some of the
talks have been on: Climate Crisis, The Criminalization of Girls of Color, Racial and Environmental Justice, Rooted
for Resilience, Black History, Women's History and Native American Boarding Schools. The next Faith Talk is
Thursday, May 12th, 6:00-7:00 pm. Since May is Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, (AAPI), the
talk will be on "AAPI History: Breaking Barriers". This will be an interactive webinar to assist us in a deeper
understanding of their history as it relates to gender and racial justice. Learn about and celebrate some powerful women
who broke barriers, made history, and created change. Learn about past and present anti-Asian violence and
resistance. For instance, we had Japanese internment camps in the United States during WWII, and most recently there
were several attacks on Asians due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The Asian American Pacific Islander workshop
leader is Sunmin Lee, a Korean-American educator with a BS in Education, a Master of Divinity, and a Master in
Education Policy and Leadership. Check out the UWF website for Faith Talks (https://uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/).
This talk will not be recorded, although many others have been and can be found on the site listed above.

Patty Russell, IRD Social Action Coordinator
215 Forest Glen Drive, Tuscola, IL 61953
prussell61953@yahoo.com
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Spiritual Growth
Welcome, Dear United Women in Faith! It was such a blessing to see so many of your smiling faces at our Spring
Gathering. I’d love to continue my theme of Joy with you. In the season of Eastertide, the Joy of the miracle of Christ
is foremost on our minds. Shouts of Hosanna and Hallelujah still ring in our ears! The stories of blessings and promises
abound.
How do we even begin the scope of this praise? We are amazed by the extreme sacrifices made by the Son of God.
Scripture reminds us that it is unfathomable that someone would lay down his or her life for a friend but unheard of that
someone would do that for their enemies. Christ did that for all of us! Oh, happy day! Then, He followed His Father’s
wish and cleaned all of us white as snow, so we are now called not just friends but His brothers and sisters. Being part
of a “perfect” family is an everlasting triumph. In His resurrection, Christ made it possible for His entire family to live
forever with Him in God’s Paradise. Until then—yes, this is amazing—He promised to never leave us alone! He provided a part of Himself to live within our hearts in the form of God’s Spirit to lead, guide, comfort, and love us, as well.
Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves you.
Now is the time for us to return as big a part of that love as possible back to Christ, Our Savior! Now is the time for us
to praise Him for ever and ever! Let us sing, dance and serve! Of course, we know He loves a cheerful giver! United
Women in Faith know how to work with smiles on our faces and joy in our hearts. It is our goal to lovingly serve the
very people that Christ served during His time on earth. Our challenge is to create as many miracles for others as He
did for all of us. What a joy to be a part of His team!! What a joy to give Him the glory!!
God bless you,
Carolyn Paullin, IRD Spiritual Growth Coordinator
36330 E 300 North Road, Bellflower, IL 61724
paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net

Treasurer’s Report
President’s Packets distributed at the UWF Spring Gathering included three sheets with the title “What United Women
in Faith (UWF) Treasurers Need to Know.” If you are a Local Unit Treasurer, please ensure that you have a copy of
that document. It provides the latest information about mission giving. I can also email the document to you.
At the Spring Gathering, I reported that the District had received $1,919 toward the District’s Pledge to Mission
($28,000) through March 31. That is 6.8% for the first quarter of this year. The offering collected at the Spring
Gathering totaled $723, which brought us to 9.4% of our pledge.
The programs/projects supported by UWF have expenses throughout the year. A delay in sending funds to the District
Treasurer and subsequent remittance of funds to the Conference Treasurer can limit the services provided to women,
children, and youth. For this reason, Local Unit Treasurers are asked to remit funds to the District Treasurer at least
quarterly. While realizing many units have their money makers in the fall, it is encouraged if possible to send even a
portion of your year’s pledge and other donations toward the 5 channels in June. I am thankful for the five units who
have remitted funds so far this year.
While it seems early, this is also the time to set a pledge goal for 2023 and to notify me of that amount. Remember that
working toward a Rainbow or 5 Star Giving Award requires the units to both set a pledge amount for the year and meet
it. Thanks to all for your faithful giving of funds and service.
Holly Hirchert, IRD Treasurer
1502 Sandpiper Lane, Champaign, IL 61821
h.hirchert@att.net
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Cunningham Children’s Home
For the past few years, our residential students participating in the home life skills class
have been able to express themselves in a special way with a special project. Along
with their teacher, Deb, they create an auction quilt for our annual Festival of Quilts.
Each student decorates a square that will be stitched together with other squares to
make a quilt that represents their hope and their own uniqueness. This year’s quilt
theme is, “Do What Makes You Happy,” and every thread, piece of material, and stitch
represents the hope you and our wonderful community have given them through your
support of Cunningham.
Working on his quilt square

Festival of Quilts would not be successful if it were not for the support of the Iroquois River District
United Women in Faith! From those who volunteer, bake, make and shop, we could not do it without you. I
would like to formally invite you to participate in this year’s 18th annual Festival of Quilts, happening on
Friday, June 3 from 9 am-5 pm and Saturday, June 4 from 9 am-2 pm. Join us either in-person or online, to
celebrate the beautiful tradition of quilts being donated to our youth when they first arrive on our campus.
Proceeds from our signature fundraiser help to meet the critical needs of the 794 youth, adults and families we
serve at Cunningham. The Festival will be full of fun including the:
•

Quilt Auction featuring hundreds of beautiful traditional and contemporary quilts and wall hangings.

•

Quilt Show with hand and machine quilted pieces including contemporary designs as well as antique
quilts on loan for the show.

•

Centerpieces and Such Auction including centerpieces, mantle pieces, wreaths, door décor, planter and
much more!

•

Gift Shop packed with generously donated handcrafted items.

•

Bake Sale with delicious homemade goodies and treats.

•

Quilt Boutique with quilts, wall hangings and table runners for purchase.

•

Featured speakers including Marilyn Nash and the Illini Country Stitchers on Friday at 3 pm & Saturday
at 1 pm and Heather Barrick, owner of Indigo Quilt Studio in Lincoln, Illinois, on Friday & Saturday at
11 am.

•

Walking Tours of our campus where you can see firsthand the impact your support makes in the lives of
Cunningham kids.
There is still time to submit items for the Festival.
Deadline for Auction Quilts, Show Quilt entries, Centerpiece and Such
Auction and Gift Shop is Friday, May 13.
Bake Sale items may be delivered on Friday and Saturday during the
Festival at the Spiritual Life Center.
Interested in Volunteering? For questions about Festival or to volunteer,
contact Brooke Buzard at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or at
(217) 337-9073.
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and its programs continue "caring for all, one
family at a time". The Early Childhood Program celebrated Dr. Seuss Day with his colorful books and characters decorating the atrium. Children participated in special in-class
activities, then photos and newsletters were sent to the families.
AmeriCorps members raked and picked up trash on busy St. Clair Avenue and cleaned
the center's basketball court. They also picked up trash by the Mary Brown
Center. AmeriCorps members also serve Meals on Wheels at the Cafe and deliver meals
to seniors who cannot come to the center.
The Food Pantry has doubled its participation, since restrictions have been lifted. The America Reads program
from Southern IL University at Edwardsville assists teachers with students and also serves local libraries in Madison
County.
Barb Rascher, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House Representative
802 E Larmon Street, Tolono, IL 61880
rascher@illinois.edu

Patty Russell, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House Representative
215 Forest Glen Drive, Tuscola, IL 61953
prussell61953@yahoo.com

National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls - May 5th
The Native American International Caucus (NAIC) encourages United Methodists to
observe the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons.
May 5th is the birthday of Hannah Harris, a Cheyenne woman who went missing in 2013.
Across the United States, thousands of native women and girls go missing each year, and most cases remain
unsolved. An indigenous woman is 10X more likely to go missing than other persons. Many of these women and girls
become victims of human trafficking.

Please encourage your legislators to support actions that will lead to the federal government working with Tribal
Nations in addressing the following: the disproportionately high number of missing or murdered Indigenous people; the
need to increase coordination to investigate and resolve these cases; the need to ensure accountability; and the need to
address the underlying causes behind the numbers on violence, violent crime, systemic racism, economic
disparities, substance use and addiction.
United Methodists can raise awareness in their churches and communities by holding a May 5th event. Red dresses
hung on the church grounds represent those who have gone missing or designate the month of May as a time of prayer
for those missing and for their families. Mother’s Day is an excellent time to lift these women in prayer.
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Memorial Service Honorees Spring 2022
Arcola

Champaign First

Danville St. James

Tuscola

Diane Hove

Mary Annin

Martha Smith

Bev Bennett

Harriette Clinebell

Marge Stuart

Leona Steven

Bismarck

Martha Finney

Marilyn Carpenter

Betty Fredrickson

Donovan

Etta Gallo

Sharon Gerber

Lorraine Elwood

Marilyn Gutteridge

Sharon Goller

JoAnn Hawkins

Vernelle Myers

Pat Kentner

Helen Stout

Murna Madigan

Mary Williams

Urbana Wesley
Mahomet

Jeanette Forrest

Betty Clapper

Kay Romans

Betty German

Broadlands

Sonya Bickers

Daisy Easton

Kay Kelley

Paxton

Grace McCarrey

Elna Maphis

Mary Terven

Beverly Potts

Linda Hays

Barbara Scott

Milford

Countryside

Champaign Faith

Barb Wills

Watseka
Karen Sutfin

Patty Reynolds

IRD 2022 Calendar of Events
Date
Friday to Sunday
th

May 20 – May 22

nd

Event

Location

Assembly 2022

Go to assembly2022.org for
more information

Orlando Convention Center

Friday, June 3rd 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
and
th
Saturday, June 4 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Festival of Quilts

Go to Cunningham Children’s
Home for more information
www.cunninghamhome.org

Friday to Wednesday

Mission u

Northfield Inn and Suites
Springfield, IL and virtual

IRD Fall Meeting

Mahomet UMC
1302 E South Mahomet Road

IGRC Annual Meeting

Morton UMC

th

July 17 – July 20

th

Saturday, September 17th
9:15 am – 2:00 pm
Saturday, October 1st

420 N Tennessee Avenue
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Program Resources Reading Certificates (33)
Champaign Faith

9

Hindsboro

9

Sullivan

7

Pat Davis

Plan I

Diane Beaty

Plan I

Lucy Hilliard

Plan I

Nancy Arnold

Participant

Judy Duzan

Plan I

Ann Wheeler

Plan I

Connie Eldridge

Participant

Shirley East

Plan I

Joyce Shellabarger Plan I

Susan Kessler

Participant

Noelle Greathouse Plan I

Judy Ozier

Plan II

Dee Myers

Participant

Kelly Jackson

Plan I

Lois Shuman

Plan II

Kathy Perisho

Participant

Donna Motley

Plan I

Susan Connor

Plan IV

Karen Stanley

Participant

Amy Richardson

Plan I

Karen Dwyer

Participant

Kathy Summers

Participant

Phyllis Douglas

Participant

Nancy White

Participant

Phyllis Humes

Participant

Villa Grove

2

Champaign First

3

Savoy

3

Sharon Johnson

Plan II

Anita Althaus

Plan I

Terry Benson

Participant

Cindy Cook

Plan I

Ann McKenny

Participant

Mary Hackl

Participant
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Plan I

Martha Morgan
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Color Indicates Local Unit’s
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Mission Giving Awards
Rainbow Awards are awarded to a Unit when they have:

Financial Analysis for 2021

•
•
•
•

Active units (gave in any of 5 channels)
Units that set a pledge goal
Units that met their pledge goal
Units who gave to
1. Pledge to Mission
2. Special Mission Recognition
3. Gift to Mission
4. Gift in Memory
5. World Thank Offering

Given in any of the 5 channels in 2020
Set Mission Pledge goal for 2021 and met it
Given the minimum required in all 5 channels of giving
Total of giving in 5 channels exceeded 2020 giving

Congratulations to:
 Crescent City
 Loda
 Tuscola
 Weldon

5 Star Awards are awarded to a Unit when they have:
•
•

Set and met pledge goal this year
Gave at least the minimum in 5 channels

Congratulations to:
 Champaign Faith
 Champaign First
 Mahomet

29
24
23
28
12
17
16
19

2021 District Pledge

$ 28,000.00

Given in 5 channels to meet
District Pledge

$ 31,756.45

Supplementary Gifts

$ 4,328.80

Total remitted to the Conference

$ 36,085.25

In 2021 we contributed $8,085.25
over our pledge!!

Faith, Hope and Love Awards
9

FAITH - Set a mission pledge goal and
completed at least 4 other items.

4

HOPE -Set a mission pledge goal and
completed at least 6 other items.

11

LOVE - Set a mission pledge goal and
completed at least 8 other items.

Faith (9)

Hope (4)

Love (11)

Bellflower
Bismarck
Camargo
Countryside
Donovan
Indianola
Paxton
Sullivan
Weldon

Catlin
Danville St. James
Middlefork
Watseka

Champaign Faith
Champaign First
Crescent City
Hindsboro
Loda
Mahomet
Rankin
Savoy
Tolono
Tuscola
Villa Grove
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Mission u 2022
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IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT UWF SERVICE OPENINGS!!!!
We are looking for a few good women to serve on our United Women in Faith
District Leadership Team beginning 2023.
Needed are:
SECRETARY
Takes notes at 5 leadership meetings a year
Can receive and send email notices
Has a computer and printer
SPIRITUAL GROWTH COORDINATOR
Enjoys creating and giving devotions
Has a spirit of serving and inspiring others
Provides a brief devotion at 5 leadership meetings
Prepares a Memorial Service for our Spring District Gathering
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER
Assist in recruiting women for open coordinator areas for our District Leadership Team
Willing to make calls and become aware of possible service candidates
PLEASE CONTACT for more information:
Cheryl Street, (815) 383-2781, cherylstreet893@yahoo.com OR
Pat Davis, (847) 606-2650, pat@bnpdavis.com

Beacon Volume VIII Issue 2 - May 2022

Page 11

Spring Gathering April 23rd

Beacon Volume VIII Issue 2 - May 2022

Page 12

