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President Pat’s Post 
 

Our 2022 year will soon end with a reminder to give special thanks for our blessings and to 
celebrate the gift of Jesus Christ. I give thanks for the many ways your units have worked 
to help others through your gifts of money and service, as well as enjoyed times of         
fellowship. We have experienced a special joy of meeting again in person. We celebrated 
the two wonderful district meetings held at Champaign Faith UMC and Mahomet UMC. To 
echo my feelings of joy first expressed at the beginning of 2022 are the ways Women in 
Faith from our district met at Arcola for our Personal Growth Seminar. Mission u days are a 
reminder of the joy of coming together as a conference. The launching of the United  

Women in Faith website has extended the possibilities of working and meeting in new 
ways. Go to https://uwfaith.org, scroll clear to the bottom of that web page and put your 
name on the mailing list. This site continues to offer more services and enrichment  

opportunities as the year has progressed. Refer to this website often and I urge you to take 
time to explore the various opportunities like Faith Talks and Reading Program discussions 
online.  
 

I look forward to receiving your Mission Today Report by December 1 and reading how 
each of our 29 units have served. You can find a copy of that report in this newsletter on 
page 14 and at the back of your District Directory. Our treasurer, Holly, is busy receiving 
your final remittance forms and end-of-year donations. Your list of books with their       
category and year as they were listed in our reading program can be sent after the new year 
to Judy, our program resources coordinator. 
 

Your leadership is already busy planning for 2023, so look for a schedule of events in this 
newsletter on page 8. We are grateful to Christine Merritt, who is stepping up to be our new 
secretary and give thanks to Cheryl Van Ness for her years of service at the district level. 
 

Look for a map in this issue on page 13 which shows the future combining of 10 districts 
into 5 per the  decision by the Conference UM Church leadership which will happen for our 
UW in Faith beginning January 2024–a year from now. 
 

I wish all of you a blessed holiday season. May you look back with smiles and look forward 
to eager anticipation of more good gifts God will give the United Women in Faith! 

 
 

Pat Davis, IRD President 
3204 Ridge Park Road, Urbana, IL 61802 
pat@bnpdavis.com 

The Beacon is a publication of the Iroquois River District United Women in Faith to report and inform UWF of district and 

conference programs.  Contact  information is not to be shared outside of the UWF organization. This issue’s editor is Mary 

Ann Pattenaude.  

https://uwfaith.org/
mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com
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Education and Interpretation 
 

Dear Units, 
 
This is the last newsletter of the year for the IRD District. This last year has been a big year for IRD. So here it goes as 
I recap the year. We had both Spring and Fall Meetings, where it was really great to be back in person and see each 
other! We have a new name. We are no longer UMW (United Methodist Women) but UWF (United Women in Faith). I 
may get the words wrong, but I am still learning. Of course, I can’t forget Mission u. I attended and met some old 
friends and made new ones. From that meeting I am now writing to my new friend in Cisne, IL. Mission u was a great 
time with great fellowship for all. We are already looking forward to next year.      
 
As you know, I always have a few words about the legacy fund. I want to see us always working for our women and 
children in the world. We must keep it going! 
 
All I can say is: God is good all the time; All the time God is good. I wish good health and happiness to all! Remember 
to invite a new friend or an old friend to come to enjoy everything with us, United Women in Faith! 
 

Blessing to all, 
 

Dicksie Blankenship, IRD Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
999 Rt. 10 West, Clinton, IL  61727 
d.blankenship@mchsi.com 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
 

I hope you have enjoyed this beautiful Fall weather. God 
has provided us with much beauty in nature and many 
blessings in our lives. 

I also hope your units have resumed their programs for the 
year. Do include the ladies in your church in your service 
and social activities. Invite, invite, invite! 

Kay Fisher, the Conference MNO chairman, has asked that 
we do not use the 2022 Local Membership Census 
Form provided in the 2022 Local Unit Officers Directory, 
Resources and Forms booklet. All unit reporting must be 
done online for 2022. I will send the link to you as soon as I receive it.     

A questionnaire is being developed for those units unable to enter the information online and I can enter it for you. As 
soon as I receive the reporting information, I will send it to you. Hopefully, we can complete this before the end of the 
year. 

We are a sisterhood dedicated to acting boldly and putting love into action. Invite your friends to join us! God bless! 

 

Carol Dexter, IRD Membership Coordinator 

P.O. Box 104, Crescent City, IL 60928  

cjdexter64@gmail.com  

mailto:d.blankenship@mchsi.com
mailto:cjdexter64@gmail.com


Treasurer’s Report 
 

I hope you are enjoying the beautiful colors of fall. 
 

At the Fall District Gathering, the members present voted to set our 2023 District pledge goal at $28,000. Also  

approved was our $4,200 budget total for Administration and Membership Development for 2023. 
 

Local Unit Treasurers or Presidents: Please send your unit’s 2023 Pledge to Mission goal to me as soon as possible. 
An email or a phone call will suffice. 
 

As of October 31, I have received $14,372.16 toward our 2022 pledge of $28,000. In order 
to fulfill our pledge, we need an additional $13,867.84 by December 31. I  understand that 
many units’ fundraising events occur in November and provide much of your mission    
giving, but please remit your pledge soon! 
 

I will credit all remittances from local units that reach my address by December 17. 
Please make all checks out to IGRC UMW IRD. Mail them with a completed remittance 
form to: 

     Holly Hirchert 
     Iroquois River District Treasurer 
     1502 Sandpiper Lane  
     Champaign, IL 61821 
 

I wish you all a blessed and happy Thanksgiving. 
 
 
Holly Hirchert, IRD Treasurer 
1502 Sandpiper Lane, Champaign, IL 61821 

h.hirchert@att.net  
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Program Resources 
 

Dear Ladies, 
 
Soon, the days and nights are going to be very cold. Wouldn't it be great to sit by the fireside reading a book from the 
reading list? I certainly hope so. If you haven't started to read your books or if you'd like to read another one, choose the 
books from the UWF Reading Program at 

https://uwfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ReadingProgramCatalog2023.pdf 

This link will give you the 2023 list of books plus an explanation of the program. You can 
also go on YouTube and view a 16-minute video presentation about the program.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEBPDk4z1UE 

I hope you enjoy the coming holidays. I know I'm going to enjoy the holidays with my great
-grandson, my six-week-old beautiful great-granddaughter and with one more to come. So, 
do have a happy and safe holiday season! 

 
 
Judy Hudgens, IRD Program Resources Coordinator 
978 North Martha's Court, Milford, IL 60953 
judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

mailto:h.hirchert@att.net
https://uwfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ReadingProgramCatalog2023.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEBPDk4z1UE
mailto:judy.hudgens@gmail.com
https://uwfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ReadingProgramCatalog2023.pdf
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Social Action 
 

November is Native American Heritage Month. On a recent UWF webinar, 
Sarah Augustine of Pueblo (Tewa) descent from Yakima,WA, spoke about 
the need to remember Native Americans. She is co-founder and Executive 
Director of "Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery" Coalition. As author of 
"The Land is Not Empty", Ms. Augustine investigates how the "Doctrine of 
Discovery" (Columbus discovered America), continues to devastate         
Indigenous cultures and our planet. The Doctrine justifies exploitation of 

natural resources. She has worked with vulnerable Indigenous Peoples since 2005 in Central and South America, as 
well as with the WHO and World Council of Churches. Actions suggested were: 

 
1) Nonnative people should constantly advocate for Native Americans to stay on their land and receive mineral 
 rights. 

2) Help Native American children stay with their people (don't adopt). 

3) Lobby against laws and policies that encourage mass incarceration and structural violence.  

Sarah’s book, "The Land is Not Empty", is on the 2023 reading list. 
 
Indian Missionary Conference resident, Julisa Pearson, lives on a reservation in Oklahoma. She works with youth and 
reports Native American youth have higher suicide, alcoholism, drug addiction and teen pregnancy rates than other 
youth. This is due to poverty, disparities in education, health care, lack of jobs, and isolation. Many youth live with 
grandparents and need to learn from the elders, listen to their wisdom, and show respect. "We can remind the Native 
American youth, they are valued and resilient because we are still here" after hundreds of years of discrimination, 
forced removal,     attacks, injustices, and attempts at annihilation.  

 
For most Native Americans, Thanksgiving is a time of mourning, as they mourn the loss of their lands, cultures,      
languages, etc. Many tribal communities celebrate their individual cultures and mourn the continual struggles of       
Indigenous Peoples, and the damage that has been done for over 500 years. Learn about the Murdered and Missing  
Indigenous Women and the Red Dress Project that calls attention to this atrocity by going to the links below. 
 

• https://www.nativehope.org/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-mmiw 

• https://www.jaimeblackartist.com/exhibitions/ 

 

 
 
Patty Russell, IRD Social Action Coordinator 
215 Forest Glen Drive, Tuscola, IL 61953 
prussell61953@yahoo.com 

Fund Raiser Ideas Shared at the 2022 Fall District Meeting 

Bake Sales 

Baked potato luncheon 

Bazaar 

Calendar Dinner 

Chocolate covered Easter eggs  

Christmas in Camargo 

Cookie Walk 

Election Day Community Luncheon 

International Dinner 

Murder Mystery Dinner 

Online Nut sales  

Rummage Sales 

Silent Auction 

Sunday Market 

Wooly Worm Festival in Camargo 

https://www.nativehope.org/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-mmiw
https://www.nativehope.org/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-mmiw
https://www.jaimeblackartist.com/exhibitions/
https://www.nativehope.org/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-mmiw
https://www.jaimeblackartist.com/exhibitions/
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
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Spiritual Growth 
 

Happy November, Dear United Women in Faith, 
 

I pray that you have enjoyed these beautiful days of breath-taking beauty surrounding 
us! I am sure you have taken time to thank God, Our Creator, for the amazing colors 
that accent our lives this time of year. As you know, my word for this year has been 

JOY. Because it is November, we are going to add on a bit: Joy of Noticing and of 
Thanksgiving.  

 

I want to share a story that could have happened in any of our neighborhoods, but it happened to take place in my town 
of Bellflower. It was the best of times… it was the worst of times. (no, this will not be an epic novel). You see, it was at 
the community center where a funeral dinner was being prepared. Praise God for loving, giving friends at times such as 
these! There was one sweet lady who volunteered to stay behind to stir the pots and watch the rest so that others could 
attend the very special service. We give Joy for her noticing she could serve others in that way; grateful she               
offered. While she worked along, she noticed the dining room looked a bit plain. She got on her phone to text members 
of our church to see if we could do something about it. Several members noticed her text and responded right away—
Praise God for loving available servants! They met at our church, searched the recesses of the storage containers, and 
came armed and prepared to light up the atmosphere for this grieving family. Of course, God noticed these ladies 
would have to be the creative ones in our midst. They noticed right away how to transform the drab into light-giving 
beauty. Praise God for inspiration! After all the tables were decorated, they noticed they were missing something. Yes, 
colorful tablecloths would be the answer. A quick trip to the neighboring town produced the proper back-
ground. Another innocent passing servant of God was pulled into the transformation; all decorations were moved, and 
the tables were covered and rearranged. God’s light was shining on the family when they arrived to dine and fellowship 
in the relaxing atmosphere. 

 

Do you see why I said this could happen (and probably has) in any of our churches? Could you feel the Joy and love 
flowing from hearts that notice details to make life better for someone else? I was not part of the actual blessing that 
day, but I was part of the Praise and Thanksgiving section that our daily worship contains. During this month, make it 
your mission to joyfully notice blessings around you and give thanks to others for making miracles, no matter the size, 
happen for others. Praise God for the angels among us! 
 

Happy Thanksgiving and God bless you, 

 

Carolyn Paullin, IRD Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330 E 300 North Road,  Bellflower, IL 61724 
paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net   

Thank you to Cheryl Van Ness 

for her years of service as our  

IRD Secretary! We appreciate 

her dedication and work!  

mailto:paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net
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What’ Going On At Our Local Units 
Enjoy these UWF Sunday pictures from Tolono United Methodist Church. Pictures include Mary Bennett and Karen 
Meyers, Tolono’s new Pastor’s wife, an Operation Shoebox discussion between Dianne and Martha, Praise Team, and 
Raena Stierwalt, an amazing singer and guitar player who blesses the church every other Sunday with her gifts.  

From Watseka’s United Women in Faith, here are pictures from their rummage sale held on October 14-15. The UWF 
group distributes gifts from the sale proceeds to local, state, national and global mission projects.   

Please remember to send Mary Ann Pattenaude pictures along with a short description of what’s going on 
by email (majpattenaude@yahoo.com) or by mail (105 Wilshire Drive,  

Tuscola, IL 61953) 
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Seasons Greetings as we begin our Christmas journeys!  

These festive works of art from our Cunningham kids, hopefully start to fill you with the spirit of the season! There are 
many ways you, your unit or church family can help make Christmas Merry and Bright for our Cunningham kids!  

 
Purchase Gifts from our Christmas Wish List: 

Our wish list is full of gift ideas that are requested by our youth. You can help fulfill many Christmas wishes by shop-
ping from our general Christmas wish list. Please deliver all gifts unwrapped to the Spiritual Life Center at Cunningham 
at 1301 N. Cunningham Avenue in Urbana by Monday, December 5th. You can also shop from our Amazon Christ-
mas wish list and have items shipped directly to Cunningham. Wish lists are available at:  

https://www.cunninghamhome.org/ways-give/shop-our-wish-lists 

 
Help us fill the Kids' Shop: 

Our youth learn about the spirit of giving and generosity through the Kids' Shop. They write out wish list items for their 
loved ones and with the help of Cunningham staff; they shop for those special gifts! You can give gently used or new 
items to the Kids' Shop to make sure our youth have plenty to choose from. Favorite items include bath & body sets, 
jewelry for women/girls, inexpensive phone accessories, wallets for teens, men and women and hats for men. Please 
drop off items at Cunningham's Spiritual Life Center by Monday, December 5th. 

 
Shop for a specific youth: 

If you are interested in helping fulfill a youth's Christmas wish, we can provide you with their specific wish list.  Con-
tact Brooke Buzard at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217-337-9073. 

 
Luminaries of Hope and Live Nativity: 

Join us for our third annual Luminaries of Hope and Live Nativity on December 9th and 10th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.     
807 luminaries, representing each of the youth, adults and families we’ve served this year, will line a drive of hope 
through the Cunningham campus at 1301 N. Cunningham Drive in Urbana, to the live nativity. You can help us light up 
Cunningham’s campus by purchasing a luminary for $10 in honor or memorial of someone special in your life. The  
luminaries you purchase will be added to the drive of hope. For a suggested donation of $5, you are invited to drive 
through and enjoy this beautiful holiday event. To purchase a luminary visit:  
 

https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/luminaries-hope-and-live-nativity 
 

If you, your unit or church would like to volunteer to help set-up luminaries and star in the live nativity, reach out to 
Brooke at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217-337-9073. 

Cunningham Children’s Home 

https://www.cunninghamhome.org/ways-give/shop-our-wish-lists
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org?subject=Christmas%20Youth%20Wish
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/luminaries-hope-and-live-nativity
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org?subject=Volunteer


Walk Through Bethlehem: 

Cunningham youth in residential and CIRCLE Academy-Urbana have the wonderful chance to learn the story of the 
nativity by BECOMING PART OF THE STORY! In the Walk Through Bethlehem event, they get to put on a costume 
and play the part of the people returning to their ancestral homes to be counted by the Romans. Through crafts, games, 
snacks and a live nativity, our kids learn the story of the nativity and the true meaning of Christmas. We need volunteers 
in the late morning and early afternoon of Friday, December 2 to help make this experience come to life! If you would 
like to help run an activity/craft/snack station, reach out to Brooke at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217-337-9073 
to volunteer you and your group. 

 

Wrap Christmas Gifts: 

Help wrap Christmas gifts for Cunningham’s youth and families! Limited gift-wrapping opportunities are available the 
week of December 5-9 and December 12-16. Spots fill quickly and must be coordinated in advance. Reach out to 
Brooke at bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org or 217-337-9073 for availability for you and your group.  

 

In Case You Missed It 

Spiritual Update from Chaplain Gay 

Cunningham Chaplain Gay Crede shared a wonderful video update at the IGRC United Women in Faith Annual Cele-
bration. You can watch her Cunningham Spiritual Update here: https://youtu.be/xZLIZgxGWYA 

 

 

Kathy Perisho, IRD CCH Representative           Roberta Benschneider, IRD CCH Representative 

3206 Ridge Park Road, Urbana, IL  61802 205 E 4th Street, Broadlands, IL  61816 

kathyperisho@comcast.net robertabenschneider@gmail.com 
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Cunningham Children’s Home (Continued) 

Date  Event   Location 

  

Thursday, December 1st, 2022 Due Date for the Mission  
Today Report  

Mail or Email to  
Pat Davis 

Thursday, December 1st, 2022 Submit Your Unit’s 2023  
Officers List  

Mail or Email to  
Mary Ann Pattenaude 

Thursday, December 15th, 2022 Submit Your Unit’s Final  
Remittances for 2022 

Mail to Holly Hirchert 

Saturday, February 25th, 2023 Conference Spiritual Growth 
Seminar 

To Be Announced 

Saturday, March 18th, 2023 Mission Service Day 10:00 am  -  1:00 pm 
Champaign Faith UMC 
1719 S Prospect Ave 

Saturday, April 22nd, 2023 IRD Spring Gathering Savoy UMC 
3003 W Old Church Road 

IRD Upcoming Calendar of Events 

mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org?subject=Walk%20Through%20Bethlehem%20Volunteer
mailto:bbuzard@cunninghamhome.org?subject=Wrapping
https://youtu.be/xZLIZgxGWYA
mailto:kathyperisho@comcast.net
mailto:robertabenschneider@gmail.com
mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
mailto:h.hirchert@att.net


Hello folks, I am the LBDNH rep from Tolono. Please keep our beloved clients and staff who serve them at Lessie 
Bates in your prayers. In 2021, LBDNH served 14,858 clients through six of the amazing programs provided. With your 
generous support, as programs continue, so does the success of the participants. Lisa Graves is ever vigilant, keeping us 
informed of the happenings at LBDNH. Here is the latest from her. 
 

• This has been a busy Fall at Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House. Representatives from the ministry were able 
to attend several district meetings of the United Women of Faith. We would like to thank everyone for their        
generous donations to the agency during these meetings! It means so much to our staff and program participants. 

• The Seasoned Circle Café hosted a prom for the senior participants. Program participants dressed in their finest and 
entered the Café on a Red Carpet where they were photographed! Seniors enjoyed a delicious luncheon and         
participated in various activities. We are hoping after this event that more seniors will come to the Café for the   
congregate meals.  

• On November 4, the Café hosted a Digital Inclusion Day. Offering free PCs to qualifying individuals. This was    
possible through a generous grant through the United Way and PCs for People. 

• During the coming month, Neighborhood House staff will be getting ready for the holiday season. We have already 
signed many of our families up for the 100 Neediest Cases through the United Way. Through this program, families 
are “adopted” and local businesses and individuals help fill their Christmas Wish List. 

 

Now onto something completely different, yet totally the same. Fasten your seat belts, please. Have you heard anyone 
say “just ask the Lord and he will let you know what to do”? It doesn’t work that way for me. In most cases, I make a 
plan and the one who is truly pushing buttons says, “I don’t think so, Barb”. Being a woman means that I am flexible. 
Switching gears is easy to do when there really isn’t an option. Being a woman also means that I take care of others, 
especially my own family members. Recently, my faith has risen to the top of my hit list. Second place on the list is how 
do I serve… 
 

When my sister Sue called with an update on a health concern, I pretty much made fun of her situation. Humor is a  
powerful tool for me–I use it to cover up so many emotions. Doubt, fear, regret, helplessness, and ignorance are just a 
few. Memories of two other sisters rushed into the foreground of my brain. Precious, fun memories and also nightmares 
of things I still cannot forget. 
 

Two days later, I met my sister and a good buddy of hers at the hospital emergency room in the town where she lives. 
Sue was resting comfortably waiting to be released after a paracentesis relieved her of four liters of fluid in her          
abdomen. This was Saturday, 10-15-22. On Monday, 10-17-22, Sue had an appointment with a Gynecological           
Oncologist/Surgeon at Northwestern in Lake Forest. With a mass on the right ovary, and fluid building up in her       
abdomen, ovarian cancer was suspected. Cancer? That’s not a big deal, right? Lots of people had cancer and now share 
their stories and tips with others. Heck, I had breast cancer–the right kind, though. I ordered mine special! Mine was 
only in a milk duct or two, so we cut it out, applied 26 radiation treatments and I am good to go. It’s 11-07-22 now. On 
11-10-22 she will have surgery–Exploratory Laparotomy with Resection of Pelvic Mass Frozen Section and possible 
Staging. Faith, hope, and love in action are the words I keep telling myself over and over. There’s no doubt that I am 
where I need to be, doing what I should be doing. God has a way of refocusing us and bringing us back to what matters 
most. Re-energize your faith, exude positivity, and spread your love all over this world. 
 

UPDATE: Surgery was at 10 am. Sue was discharged at noon on Sat., 11-12-22. The doctor called on Tues. with     
awesome news. NO cancer was found in the tumor or ovaries. There was pre-cancer found in her uterus, but since we 
yanked it and the ovaries, life IS good. God is Good, All the time. All the time, God is Good! Just like Dicksie says. 
 

To all of you special ladies, I send hugs and prayers of love and appreciation. With the triple threat of Covid, RSV, and 
flu ramping up, we need to take care of ourselves and our neighbors. Push your fluids, get some exercise, and try harder 
to get more rest each night. 

 

Barb Rascher, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House Representative  

802 E Larmon Street, Tolono, IL  61880 
rascher@illinois.edu 
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

mailto:rascher@illinois.edu
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2023 Iroquois River District Officers 

President - Pat Davis Program Resources - Judy Hudgens 

pat@bnpdavis.com judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

C: 847-606-2650 C: 815-471-4976 

3204 Ridge Park Rd 978 N Martha's Ct 

Urbana, IL  61802 Milford, IL  60953 

  

Vice President - Cheryl Street Communications Coordinator - Mary Ann Pattenaude 

cherylstreet893@yahoo.com majpattenaude@yahoo.com 

C: 815-383-2781 C: 217-722-2117 

PO Box 35 105 Wilshire Dr 

Martinton, IL  60951 Tuscola, IL  61953 

  
Secretary - Christine Merritt Committee on Nominations - LouWonna Snodgrass  (2023) 

christinemerritt715@gmail.com louwonna@gmail.com 

C: 217-649-5747 815-383-7546 

715 E Indiana Ave PO Box 173 

Urbana, IL  61801 Donovan, IL  60931 

  

Treasurer - Holly Hirchert Cunningham Children’s Home Reps: Roberta Benschneider 

h.hirchert @att.net  robertabenschneider@gmail.com  

C: 217-840-8506 C: 217-417-4729  

1502 Sandpiper Ln 205 E 4th St 

Champaign, IL  61821-5916 Broadlands, IL  61816 

  

Spiritual Growth - Carolyn Paullin Kathy Perisho 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net kathyperisho@comcast.net 

C: 309-824-2019 C: 925-719-2319 

36330E 300 North Rd 3206 Ridge Park Rd 

Bellflower, IL  61724 Urbana, IL  61802 

  

Membership/Nurture/Outreach - Carol Dexter Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House Reps: Patty Russell 

cjdexter64@gmail.com prussell61953@yahoo.com 

C: 815-383-1562   C: 217-521-0425 

PO Box 104 215 Forest Glen Dr 

Crescent City, IL  60928 Tuscola, IL  61953 

  

Education/Interpretation - Dicksie Blankenship Barb Rascher 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com rascher@illinois.edu 

C: 217-357-4940 C: 217-766-3578   

999 Route 10 West Apt 14 802 E Larmon St 

Clinton, IL  61727 Tolono, IL  61880 

  

Social Action - Patty Russell  

prussell61953@yahoo.com  

C: 217-521-0425  

215 Forest Glen Dr  

Tuscola, IL  61953  

  

mailto:pat@bnpdavis.com
mailto:judy.hudgens@gmail.com
mailto:cherylstreet893@yahoo.com
mailto:majpattenaude@yahoo.com
mailto:christinemerritt715@gmail.com
mailto:louwanna@gmail.com
mailto:h.hirchert%20@att.net
mailto:robertabenschneider@gmail.com
mailto:paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net
mailto:kathyperisho@comcast.net
mailto:cjdeter64@gmail.com
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com
mailto:d.blankenship@mchsi.com
mailto:rascher@illinois.edu
mailto:prussell61953@yahoo.com


Highlights from the 2022 Fall Meeting 
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Thanks to Mahomet UWF for hosting 

this event! 
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2022 Woman of the Year 

Dicksie Blankenship 

Dicksie Blankenship is the true representation of a United Women in 
Faith. She grew up attending Ladies’ Aide Meetings with her grand-
mother; her roots developed at an early age! Even as she was away 
from home, she served God by assisting women and children on     
various Air Force bases. Upon her return to the Weldon area, Dicksie 
was very active in her church and the United Methodist Women. Her 
willingness to lead, support and fight for the least of society was con-
stant. 
 

Dicksie went on to serve on the IRD leadership team as Membership 
Nurture and Outreach Chairperson. Recently, she has taken the role of 
Education and Interpretation Chairperson. She has been a huge       
supporter of our Conference Mission u experience, volunteering and 
promoting it for years. She is also a champion of Cunningham       
Children’s Home; supporting it with her prayers, her service, and her 
gifts. 
 

Most of all, everyone would agree, Dicksie knows how to lighten up 
the room with God’s love, joy and fearless challenges. As she, herself, 
continually says, “WHY NOT!” 
 

I am proud to nominate Dicksie Blankenship as the 2022 Iroquois  
River District United Women in Faith’s Woman of the Year! 

Here is the map showing 
the locations of all the  
active Units in our       
district. 
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IGRC Reorganization Map 10-6-2022 

The changes to our districts will not be official until January 2024 (about a year from 
now), so this gives us a year to coordinate and be in discussion with United Women in 
Faith Embarrass leadership.  
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