
Lay Servant Ministry Course 
IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT:  Spring 2023 

ADVANCED COURSE:  Called to Preach 

A down-to-earth, practical introduction to the ins and outs of preaching for lay 
preachers, bi-vocational pastors, and others newly arrived in the pulpit. 
 

Written with the needs of those for whom preaching is not their sole or primary 
occupation in mind, it begins by emphasizing what every preacher brings to the pulpit: 
an idea of what makes a sermon particularly moving or memorable to them. From 
there the book moves into short chapters on choosing an appropriate biblical text or 
sermon topic, learning how to listen to one's first impressions of what a text means, 
moving from text or topic to the sermon itself while keeping the listeners needs firmly 
in mind, making thorough and engaging use of stories in the sermon, and delivering 
with passion and conviction. The book concludes with helpful suggestions for 

resources, including Bibles, commentaries, other print resources and websites. 
Counts towards the Lay Speaker Tract. 

Required Text: “From Pew to Pulpit” by Clifton F. Guthrie.  Participants are expected to read and complete 
the text prior to class.  The instructor will notify the participants of any additional assignments.   

DATES: Friday, March 31, 2023, 6:00-8:00 pm (registration begins at 5:30pm) 
Saturday, April 1, 2023, 8:00am – 5:30pm.  Both days are required. 
 

LOCATION: Tuscola United Methodist Church, 901 N Prairie St, Tuscola 61953 
 
COST:  $40.00 (Saturday lunch, snacks and drinks provided) 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  Thursday, March 23, 2023 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Rev James Fielder 
 
REGISTRATION:  Advanced registration is required.   
To register on-line go to: https://igrc-

reg.brtapp.com/IRD2023SpringAdvancedLayServantClassCalledtoPreach 

CONTACT:  Susan Connor, IRD Lay Servant Ministries Director, call or text to 217-259-1649 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/IRD2023SpringAdvancedLayServantClassCalledtoPreach
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/IRD2023SpringAdvancedLayServantClassCalledtoPreach


Lay Servant Ministry Course 
IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT:  Spring 2022 

ADVANCED COURSE:  Spiritual Gifts 

Each One a Minister, a revised and enlarged edition of Carter's previous book by the 
same title, begins with a six-session study of Ephesians. Carter engages the reader in 
discovering the meaning of church, ministry and gifts - from the early church up to the 
present. As a follow-up to the Bible study, readers and study groups look at ways in 
which Gods gifts are practical as well as spiritual. Four ministry categories, closely 
connected to the congregational primary task (receive, relate, equip, send), are 
identified. Scripture readings, activities and ways to implement specific ministries are 
suggested. Designed to encourage individuals to discover Gods call to ministry in their 

own lives, Each One a Minister leads toward practical ways of using gifts in ministries in our congregations 
and in our communities. An ideal resource for clergy, lay leaders, study groups and others seeking to 
identify and use their gifts in meaningful ways. Counts towards the Lay Speaker Tract. 

Required Text:  Each One a Minister by William Carter.  Participants are expected to read and complete the 
text prior to class.  The instructor will notify the participants of any additional assignments.  Available through 
Amazon (paperback & kindle). 

DATES: Friday, April 29, 2022, 5:00-8:00 pm  
Saturday, April 20, 2022, 9:00am – 5:00pm.  Both days are required. 
 

LOCATION: Champaign New Horizon United Methodist Church, 3002 W Bloomington Rd, Champaign 
61822 
 
COST:  $30.00 (bring your own lunch; drinks and snacks provided) 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  Monday, April 18, 2022 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Rev Jill Bunker 
 
REGISTRATION:  Advanced registration is required.   
To register on-line go to: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/IRD2022SpringAdvancedLayServantClasses 

CONTACT:  Susan Connor, IRD Lay Servant Ministries Director, call or text to 217-259-1649 
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