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“Human Trafficking” 
 

        Presenter:  Karen Crawford Robinson (Simms) 

                     Meridian K Consulting & Counseling Service          

                              (Biography on page 5) 

                                           at the            

                           Fall Meeting of 

         Iroquois River District United Methodist Women 

         Saturday, September 23, 2017 
                             9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

                                      Mahomet United Methodist Church 

                                     1302 E South Mahomet Road 

                                 Mahomet, Illinois 

 

 

 

Love Gifts for Cunningham Children’s Home and Lessie Bates Davis  

Neighborhood House are listed on page 8 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Iroquois River District UMW Fall Meeting Registration 

 

Local Unit Name:________________________________  # Attending:______________ 

Contact Person:_________________________________   Phone:___________________ 

# of Lunch Reservations @ $10:_________________ Amt Enclosed: $_____________ 

Please attach a list of names of those making reservations 

Child Care Needed? Yes____  No____  Number/Age of Children:_______________ 

Children should bring sack lunch containing NO nut products 

Send reservations and check payable to Mahomet UMW by Friday, September 15 

to:               Carolyn Scott, 411 Dorchester Dr, Mahomet 61853 

                           Phone: 217-586-4233       Email: wcscott3@frontier.com 
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Thoughts from the Connor Corner 
July is certainly a hot and busy month! I 

am aware that many celebrations, fam-

ily gatherings and events are competing 

for your time and attention. As I prepare 

to join my church and others in our July 

Mission Trip Hearts and Hands for Hon-

duras,  my husband’s eye surgeon is 

scheduling him for a second surgery. I 

expect both these events to be com-

pleted and successful by the time this 

newsletter is printed.  God is good all 

the time.  

 

Being United Methodist Women we 

look to great people like John Wesley 

for guidance in our service to Jesus the 

Christ. My most powerful take from 

Wesley is the quote:  “Do all the good 

you can, by all the means you can, in 

all the ways you can, in all the places 

you can, at all the times you can, to all 

the people you can, as long as ever you 

can.” These words help me as I pray to 

God, “What good thing can I do today, 

Lord?”   Looking at the UMW Issue 

Priorities for 2016-2020 I see so many 

opportunities for faith, hope and love in 

action. When I read your end of year 

President’s report, my heart is warmed 

by your participation in bringing God’s 

kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

My fervent wish is that that each mem-

ber of Iroquois District UMW will feel 

her heart strangely warmed this year as 

she serves Christ and her neighbor with 

love and compassion as God leads her. 

In the May 2017 Response UMW Gen-

eral Secretary, Harriett Jane Olson 

states that “Experiences of difference in 

our core community can lead to misun-

derstanding, concern, and distancing— 

especially if we do not find ways to 

learn more. Please read our Response 

magazine. It has so many wonderful 

accomplishments reported. Please at-

tend Mission u. Please come to district 

and conference meetings with open 

hearts, open minds and expose your-

self to thoughts and experience beyond 

our backdoors. 

 

My local church pastor has started our 

church studying the New Testament 

book of Ephesians. So my scripture to 

share this newsletter is in Chapter 2 & 

4: “You used to act like most people in 

our world do. You followed the rule of a 

destructive spiritual power….All of you 

used to do whatever felt good and 

whatever you thought you wanted 

…..However God is rich in mercy. Put 

aside all bitterness, losing your temper, 

anger, shouting and slander. ..Be kind, 

compassionate and forgiving to each 

other, In the same way God forgave 

you in Christ.” 

 

Don’t forget Assembly in Columbus 

Ohio coming in May 18-20, 2018. 

Online registration starts this Sept 1st.  

IGRC members are recommended to 

register at the Hyatt with walkway to 

Conference Center. Phone number is 

614-463-1234. The sooner you get your 

room reserved the better. Rate is $159 

per night. There is a parking charge of 

$27 a night, so we suggest carpooling.  

IGRC is having white lanyards made for 

us to wear. North Central Jurisdiction 

will have red button shirts available to 

find each other from the Jurisdiction. 

Assembly will have an offering that we 

need to send to Conference Treasurer  

via our District Treasurer.  I hope each 

unit will be generous.  Offering needs to 

be sent to IRD Treasurer before April 

2018. 

 

If you have not sent your $15 support 

for Mission u this year to help with sup-

plies and speaker fees, please send to 

MaryBess Gordon as soon as possible. 

 

CCH is having a Ground Breaking on 

August 20th at 3 pm.  We have a room 

naming opportunity.  If each unit in all 

10 IGRC districts would give $75 

through their District Treasurer, we 

could name one of the conference 

rooms as a UMW legacy. 

 

Hope I see you at Mission u. 

Love in Christ’s name, Susan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Connor 

President 

1431 County Road 800 North 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-259-1649, accepts texts 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 
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Vice-President 
I love to read! (That was probably the 

contributing factor in choosing to be an 

English literature major back in the di-

nosaur days.)  In more recent times I 

have found books on the UMW Read-

ing List to be informative and inspiring. 

Some are so dear to me I cannot give 

them up and reread them over time. 

Why am I telling you all this?  Because 

the idea for the program emphasis for 

our Fall Meeting came from a book on 

that same UMW Reading List.  Last  

 

 

 

 

 

year, I read The Slave Next Door: Hu-

man Trafficking and Slavery in America 

Today by Kevin Bales and Ron Soodal-

ter.  It is in the social action category 

from the 2012 reading list.  It opened 

my eyes to a problem I didn’t think af-

fected downstate Illinois. 

Whether you read the book or not, I 

hope you will all join us for the Fall 

Meeting where human trafficking is our 

topic.  Karen Simms will be our pre-

senter.  This is a topic that may touch  

 

 

 

 

each of us in ways we haven’t consid-

ered.  I’ll be looking for you at the meet-

ing! 

 

Pam Socie, Vice President 

1533 County Rd 2200E 

St. Joseph, IL 61873 

217-469-2782 

217-417-5970 

psocie@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Resources          
Hi Ladies!  Earlier in 2017, I started a 
Facebook group (IRD UMW Book 
Lady) for the Reading Program.  It is a 
place to post book reviews, see what 
others are reading, and more.   I am 
happy to announce that almost 30   
ladies have joined the group to date.  
Please let me know if you find the 
group helpful. 
 
Did you know that you can receive 
credit for reading the Mission Study 
books from Mission u?  I will try to have 
some copies available for purchase at 
the Fall District Meeting.  The following 
list shows the book titles with the corre-
sponding categories. 
 

 

 

Spiritual Growth Study: “Living as a 

Covenant Community”  (Spiritual 

Growth) 

Geographic Study: “Missionary Con-

ferences of the UMC in the 

US”  (Education for Mission) 

Issue Study: “Climate Justice”   

(Social Action) 

 

I hope to see you at the Fall District 
Meeting in Mahomet on September 23.  
I will have copies of a selection of the 
2017 books, the 2018 books (if they are 
available) as well as the UMW Hand-
book 2017-2020, the 2018 Prayer Cal-
endar and the 2017-18 Program book.   

 

 

 
 
 

If you have questions about the Read-

ing Program, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Blessings and Happy Reading! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Benson 

Secretary of Program Resources 

2604 Coppertree Rd 

Champaign, IL 61822 

217-355-8924 

bbenson217@gmail.com 



Spiritual Growth 
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Hope to see you at Mission u!!! 

 

 

In God’s Love, 

Carolyn Paullin 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

36330E 300N Rd 

Bellflower, IL 61724 

309-722-3339 

paullinc@wirelessdatanet.net 

Welcome to the fun of summer.  Ideally 

summer is a time of freedom, relaxa-

tion, vacation and family fun.  I hope 

you are experiencing this within your 

daily journey.  While there have been 

many challenges in our lives over the 

last months, we love summer time.  Our 

families, both church and biological, 

make extra efforts to reach out to each 

other.  Gatherings and projects are 

taken on as outpourings of love and 

service.  What fun! 

 

Over the years, I have had one prayer: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your 

peace!  I take this role seriously (I am 

sure you do, too).  Our fun can turn into 

excesses of heat, injury, fatigue, close-

ness or food in the blink of an eye!  

Each of these traumas calls for immedi-

ate action, calm words, love, and 

 

 

 

                           Education & Interpretation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

inspirational for your personal spiritual 

growth.  If you cannot attend, then I 

hope you will get this book for your own 

personal study. 

 

 

Cheryl Lum 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator 

2305 Belmore Drive 

Champaign, IL 61821 

217-356-0897 

cherylu-

lum@yahoo.com   

I have just started reading our Spiritual 

Growth book “Living as a Covenant 

Community” by Evy McDonald for Mis-

sion u.  As a child in Sunday School I 

was taught that a covenant is a prom-

ise.   Divine Covenants are more than 

just a promise.  It is a covenant be-

tween God and an individual or God 

and a nation.  They are for the purpose 

to instruct us “to care for the earth, 

each other and ourselves”.  They call 

us to acts of mercy and justice.  The 

introduction to this book illustrates the 

many covenants God made with Adam 

& Eve, Abraham, Moses, Noah, David, 

Jeremiah, the Israelites as a nation and 

with us through Jesus. 

Divine Covenants are at the center of 

our faith.  I believe at Mission u we will 

be led to explore the purpose and rele-

vance of covenants for today and learn 

how to have covenantal living.  As we 

make our covenant with God I am re-

minded of two scriptures, Luke 10:27 

“You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your strength and with all 

your mind; and your neighbor as your-

self.”  Micah 6:8 “and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice and 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God.” 

 

I hope you find this study at Mission u 

patience.  Where do we find all of 

these?  How can we let the world see 

God alive in us?  When a crisis arises, 

retreat just a moment to get centered in 

prayer.  Release the tension coil within 

you as you follow God’s instructions.  

Respond in love by reaching out with 

calmness and strength.  Our actions will 

defuse, soothe, and redirect.  If these 

steps fail, keep quiet, smile often, and 

pray continually.  The peace of God will 

cover you and those you love.  Matthew 

5:9 creates the reward for our keeping 

our hope in God.   Christ tells us:  

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

shall be called sons of God”.   

 

God bless each of you as you travel 

through all the wonderful adventures of 

summer fun, Daughters of God!  Keep 

calm and pray on! 
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                                                    Social Action 
Mark your Calendars- Saturday,      

November 4, 2017, 9 am – 1 pm 

 

IRD Personal Growth Seminar and  

Local Officer Update 

 

Local United Methodist Women are 

now busy planning their schedules for 

2017-18. Be sure to add November 4 

on your unit and personal calendars.  A 

conference UMW officer will lead us in 

an interesting morning on the topic of 

Economic Justice.  The title is  

“Overworked and Undervalued Women, 

Race and the Economy” to be held at 

Rankin UMC on Saturday, Nov. 4, 

2017.  The four goals of the workshop 

are: 

 

 

1. Reflect on our own experiences re-

lated to the economic divide 

2. Discuss the role racism and sexism 

have in economic inequality 

3. Explore effect of recent policy 

choices on the economy 

4. Explore how United Methodist 

Women members can take action for 

justice. 

 

Let’s make a goal of having at least one 

member from every local group pre-

sent!  This is also an important time for 

local unit officers to get any new and 

updated information in their area.  

Please use the flyer in this newsletter to 

help spread the word.   

 

 

 

 

Pat Davis 

Social Action Coordinator 

3204 Ridge Park Rd 

Urbana, IL 61802 

847-606-2650 

pat@bnpdavis.com 

Karen Crawford Simms is an experi-

enced consultant, trainer, facilitator and 

counselor. She has spent over 30 years 

advocating for individuals and families 

who have been marginalized because 

of ethnicity, gender, health, or socio-

economic status. She is a licensed 

mental health counselor with Master’s 

Degree in Marriage and Family Therapy 

from Christian Theological Seminary. 

She has expertise in trauma-informed 

care, culturally responsive practices, 

positive youth development, outcome-

based planning, collaborative proc-

esses, and implementing evidence-

based practices.  

Currently, she is the founder of Merid-

ian K Consulting & Counseling Ser-

vices, which helps individuals reach 

their highest potential through the provi-

sion of results-oriented, culturally re-

sponsive, system-oriented, evidence- 

and trauma-informed services for indi-

viduals, families, organizations, and 

groups. 

As a part of her work, Karen coordi-

nates the CU Neighborhood Champi-

ons’ effort which is a trauma informed 

care effort which trains community 

trauma educators and responders that 

is a part of the Champaign County 

Community Coalition. The goal of the 

Champions effort is to reduce the im-

pact of adverse community experiences 

by healing and repairing those who 

have been impacted by trauma. In addi-

tion to her work with the Champions 

she has provided trauma training and/or 

technical assistance to the Champaign 

County Mental Health Board, University 

of Illinois School of Social Work, law 

enforcement in Central IL through the 

University of Illinois Police Training 

Institute, and Indiana University Health 

Professionals, and to many others. 

Prior to starting her own consulting 

practice, she was the Wraparound, 

Training, and Technical Assistance 

Coordinator for federally funded Sys-

tems of Care initiative, the ACCESS 

Initiative. The ACCESS Initiative pro-

vided comprehensive coordinated ser-

vices and support for with significant 

social, emotional, and/or behavioral 

challenges. The effort primarily worked 

to improve outcomes for low income 

and/or youth of color. Prior to that, she 

created and directed a nationally recog-

nized youth peer-to-peer leadership 

program, the Peer Ambassadors, peer 

to peer intervention program for youth 

involved or at risk for involvement with 

the juvenile justice system. She has 

also created a the Woman to Woman 

program which was identified as an 

evidence based practice and replicated 

throughout the State of Indiana.  

In addition to her trauma training work, 

she coordinates a Community School’s 

initiative with Champaign Unit 4 school 

and the faith community in Champaign 

IL called the Promise Church Initiative. 

The Promise Zone is designed to in-

creased family engagement, promote 

African American student success, and 

transform disaffected communities.  
 

Karen Crawford Simms is committed to 

helping people, families, organizations, 

and communities be healthier, more 

successful, resilient and restored. 

          Karen Crawford Simms  
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 
News from the Neighborhood: 

 

There’s a new program at the Lessie 

Bates Davis Neighborhood House.  The 

Seasoned Circle Café is a program 

geared exclusively to seniors 60 years 

and older.  They are able to come and 

enjoy a hot breakfast from 8-10 am and 

a hot lunch from 11:30-1 daily Monday 

through Friday.  But it’s so much more 

than just meals.  It’s a place to develop 

a sense of community, a sense of be-

longing.  Participants can enjoy bingo, 

Seniors in Motion exercise, and Bible 

study.  Birthdays, anniversaries, and 

holidays are celebrated with gusto.  

Families are invited for special occa-

sions.  Transportation to and from the 

Café is provided as well as transporta- 

tion to doctor appointments, shopping 

and pharmacy needs.  What a great 

place to be! 

 

In addition to that café, LBDNH volun-

teers deliver Meals on Wheels to 250 

clients in E. St. Louis and Cahokia.  

This program addresses hunger and 

isolation.  A volunteer delivers a nutri-

tious meal and conducts a safety check 

to determine that each senior is living 

with independence and dignity.    

 

Painted on the wall of the Neighbor-

hood House is this verse from Jeremiah 

29:11—”For I know the plans I have for 

you”, declares the Lord, “plans to pros-

per you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you Hope and a Future”.   

With your help, that’s what Lessie 

Bates Davis Neighborhood House is 

about.  Thank you! 

 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 

House Representatives: 

Linda Grose 

1189 Country Club Road 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

217-728-4697 

217-855-9189 

mikelindagrose@gmail.com 

 

Pam Socie 

1533 County Road 2200E 

St. Joseph, IL 61873 

217-469-2782 

217-417-5970 

psocie@gmail.com 

                    Cunningham Children’s Home 
Corinthians 12:20-22 

 

“There are many parts, but one body.  

The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t 

need you!’  And the head cannot say to 

the feet, ‘I don’t need you!’” 

 

This Bible passage brought to mind all 

of us that work for missions.  Only one 

of us or one unit could not accomplish 

much but with all of us working together 

we can accomplish wonderful things. 

 

July 10 was the scene of the 28th An-

nual Kendall Gill Golf Outing that raises 

money toward mission work at Cun-

ningham.  This year 180 golfers took 

part.  The day started cloudy and rainy 

but about 11 am the sky cleared and it 

was a beautiful day.  The talk around 

the volunteer table was “God is taking 

care of us one more time!”.  It was a  

wonderful day with everyone happy to 

be there and we are so thankful to 

Kendall as he continues to support 

Cunningham. 

 

August will bring the day for the ground 

breaking for the new ERC building.  It is 

exciting to know that it is finally going to 

happen.  We are 58% of the way to the 

goal.  Please keep Cunningham in 

prayer that the project will go as 

planned and the funds will be there 

when needed.   

 

Brighten your summer with a new quilt.  

The Summer Quilt Auction is now under 

way.  You can see those one of a kind 

quilts on the Cunningham website. 

 

Be sure to bring your love gifts to the 

September meeting and we look for-

ward to seeing you there. 

Remember “we are many parts, but one 

body”.  Please call us for a time that we 

can come to visit your unit this fall.  We 

love to share the story of Cunningham. 

 

Cunningham Representatives 

 

Roberta Benschneider 

205 E Fourth Street 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3575 

rbenschneider@juno.com 

 

Bobby Walker 

406 W Diller 

Broadlands, IL 61816 

217-834-3617 (home) 

217-840-3617 (cell) 

bswalker24@gmail.com 
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Hello to IRD UMW members! 

 

Come on girls, get on the UMW wagon.  

Send me a Woman of the Year nomina-

tion.  It really is easy to do this and  

there are some very deserving United 

Methodist Women out there.  Honor 

someone in your unit!  Send in that 

form!  If you need one let me know. 

 

See you at the fall meeting! 

Dicksie Blankenship 

MN & O Coordinator 

999 Route 10 West 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-357-4940 

d.blankenship@mchsi.com 

  Nominations 
We are still praying for a treasurer that 

can step up now as MaryBess really 

needs to step back with all that is going 

on with her as far as grad school, so 

please talk to women in your circles.  

MaryBess is willing to train and will be 

in the area to help out if needed.  But 

this is a MUCH needed position we 

need to fill.  We are also looking for a 

Communications Coordinator as Kay 

McCoy would like to step down as she 

had held this position for a long time. 

Changes have been made with regard  

to preparing and mailing the Beacon so 

if you have questions, you can contact 

Kay.  We also will need to fill a soon to 

be vacant position as Lessie Bates 

Davis NH representative.  Pam Socie 

can answer questions about this posi-

tion.  One more person will be needed 

on Nominations to replace Charlotte. 

 

Thank you for thinking and praying 

about these positions.  We need to fill 

the Treasurer very soon.  Please 

prayerfully consider serving your district 

in one of these positions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

Committee on Nominations 

 

Cheryl Van Ness 

Chair of Nominations 

1809 Lydia Court 

Urbana, IL 61802 

217-351-5033 

cvn902@aol.com 

 

 

 

Charlotte Pritchard 

Box 43 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-359-5406 

Judy Hudgens 

978 N Martha’s Court 

Milford, IL 60953 

815-889-4803 

815-471-4976 

judy.hudgens@gmail.com 

Sandy Rich 

68 Somerset Drive 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-521-1385 

sandyr5@frontier.com 

Treasury Notes 
Our money to mission does wonderful 

things.  We should be very proud to 

give our talents, time and treasures to 

this great organization. 

 

Keep those remittances coming and 

please let me know if you have any 

questions. 

MaryBess Gordon 

Treasurer 

604 W. Springfield Avenue 

Champaign, IL 61820 

217-377-3800 

marybessgordon@gmail.com 

Hello ladies! 

 

I hope this finds you in good health and 

good spirits.  As usual we will hold a 

short and simple pledge service at the 

fall district meeting.  Please have either 

your treasurer, president or a unit rep-

resentative ready to submit your 2018 

pledge. 
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                                             Communications 
Beacon Mailing Changes  

Greetings United Methodist Women! 

 

Since no one has contacted me regard-

ing changes in mailing the newsletter, 

The Beacon, I hope that doesn’t mean 

you don’t read it!   The articles it con-

tains are submitted by your district offi-

cers in an attempt to keep you informed 

of newsworthy items and events both 

within our district and conference.   

 

Beginning with this issue of The Bea-

con we will be snail mailing only to unit 

presidents.  However, anyone with an 

email address is eligible and welcome 

to receive an electronic copy whether or 

not they are an officer in your unit.  But 

if email addresses are not kept current 

obviously the newsletter will be re- 

turned undeliverable so please inform 

me of any email address changes. 

 

Now unit presidents are being asked to 

please take the newsletter with them to 

their unit meetings and share the infor-

mation it contains.   

 

To maintain bulk mailing status which is 

what we were doing we need at least 

200 copies in the mail.  We were com-

ing very close to falling under that num-

ber since so many are now requesting 

the electronic copy as well as the drop 

in district membership.  With this 

change we will save a great deal in 

printing and mailing costs, money which 

can be better used to support our mis-

sions.  It will also make serving in the 

role of Communications Coordinator  

easier than in the past so I am hoping 

someone will step up to assume this 

role. 

 

Again, if there are any questions about 

this change, please contact me.  If you 

know of ladies wanting to be added to 

the email list, please send me that infor-

mation. 

  

Kay McCoy 

Communications Coordinator 

18 Lange Avenue 

Savoy, IL 61874 

217-351-9106 

217-722-1613 

mccoy18@comcast.net 

 

Love Gifts to Bring to Fall Meeting 
 

 

              

                                 Cunningham Children’s Home 
                 Towel sets (Bath, Hand, Washcloth) 

   Gift cards to:  Amazon, WalMart, Dollar Store, Target, TJ Maxx, McDonald’s 

 

      

 

                                Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 
                                           Boys and Girls Tee Shirts 

                                         Body Wash 
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IRD Personal Growth Seminar and  

Local UMW Officer Update  

 

Saturday, Nov. 4, 2017,  9:00-1:00 pm 

Rankin UMC, 320 N. Main St., Rankin, IL 60960 

 

Theme: Economic Justice - “Overworked and Un-

dervalued Women, Race and the Economy” 

 

Led by a conference officer, and all district officers. 

 

Morning refreshments & lunch provided paid by donation 

 

Officer update over lunch 

 

This seminar is for ALL UMW members.  

Local Presidents and Treasurers as well as other officers  

need to attend 

 

Email Pat the name and email or phone number of at least one of the women 
attending from your unit by Oct. 25. 

 

Questions?? Contact Pat Davis, 847-606-2650  

pat@bnpdavis.com 



Iroquois River District UMW 

Savoy United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 65 

Savoy, IL 61874 

Address Service Requested 

                    Date Time Event Location 

Friday, August 4 - 

Sunday, August 6 

 Mission u weekend Northfield Inn, Springfield                                  

Sunday, August 6 

Wednesday, August 9 

 Mission u weekday Northfield Inn, Springfield 

Saturday, September 23 9 am—2 pm IRD Fall District Meeting Mahomet UMC 

Saturday, October 7 9 am—3 pm IGRC UMW Annual Meeting Springfield First UMC 

 

Saturday, November 4 9 am—2pm Personal Growth Retreat/Officer Update Rankin UMC 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 



 


