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Church and Society withdraws petition on divestment from
Caterpillar Corp.

See pages 7 - 10 for full coverage of
the General Conference, in progress
the week of April 28 - May 2.

See page 2 for announcements
regarding the 2008 Annual
Conference.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — After direct
meetings with Caterpillar Inc., the United
Methodist Church’s social action agency
says it will withdraw a petition calling for
divestment from the heavy equipment
manufacturer.
The April 17 announcement came as a
result of a number of conversations over
the past three months between the Peoriabased manufacturer and church officials
and just a week before delegates were to
gather in Fort Worth, Texas for the 2008
General Conference. The talks were brokered by the Rev. Dr. Timothy L. Bias,
pastor of Peoria First UMC.
The petition, sent to the denomination’s
top legislative body, charged that the
company profits from illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land and contributes
to the occupation by supplying Israeli
Defense Forces with heavy equipment.
Sending the petition to the 2008 United
Methodist General Conference has
achieved positive results, said Jim
Winkler, top executive of the United
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By Paul Black and
United Methodist News Service

Church and Society General Secretary James Winkler announces that a resolution calling for The United Methodist Church to divest from Peoria-based Caterpillar Corp. has
been withdrawn following three months of talks with the earth-moving manufacturer.
The talks were brokered by the Rev. Dr. Timothy Bias, senior pastor of Peoria First
UMC.
Methodist Board of Church and Society
in Washington.
Since January, Caterpillar has opened

discussions with the board, issued a statement denouncing immoral use of its
See Caterpillar on page 12 . . .

Early morning earthquake felt in
several Midwestern states
Southeastern Illinois and much of the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference was given
an early wakeup April 18 as an earthquake,
measuring 5.2 on the Richter scale, shook
several states in the Midwest.
The earthquake, whose epicenter was
near West Salem, located in Edwards
County, had sustained tremors lasting
more than a minute. The region is along
the Wabash Valley fault line and was felt as
far away as Michigan to the north, Kansas
City, Mo., to the west and Louisville, Ky.,
to the east and Memphis, Tenn., to the
south. There is reported damage to buildings in Louisville, according to various
media outlets.
Gary Patterson, a geologist with the
Center for Earthquake Research and
Information at the University of Memphis,
told the Evansville (Ind.) Courier-Press
that the quake likely originated from the
Southern Illinois Seismic Zone. The last

quake that zone produced was a Nov. 9,
1968 quake measuring magnitude 5.3.
That quake cracked some bricks and chimneys on homes.
Patterson said the quake does not appear
to be connected with the New Madrid
Fault Zone.
In Wabash County, Mt. Carmel Trinity
UMC sustained what appeared to be only
moderate damage at first, when two of
their historic hanging chandelier lights fell
to the floor from the ceiling.
Rev. Chuck Trent, pastor of the church,
said it appeared to be “just a messy clean
up and a hunt for broken glass.” But when
the electrician assessed the situation he
saw that at least two more of the suspended lights could fall as the part of the ceiling
to which they were attached appeared to be
buckled and pulling away from the ceiling.
While church trustees erected scaffolding and removed the suspicious lights
April 19 from the nearly 60-year-old sanctuary, there was still a need to have the
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Mt. Carmel Trinity UMC sustains damage to its sanctuary
By Paul Black

One of the two historic chandalier lights, hung in the early 1950's which a richter scale
power 5.2 earthquake sent crashing to the pews below at Mt. Carmel Trinity UMC April
18. The aftershocks were still shaking much of Wabash County when the inspection of
the other chandaliers showed two more hanging precariously from buckeled beams,
necessitating the moving of Sunday morning services to the basement.
ceiling examined by a carpenter to assess
any additional damage or danger, prompting Trent to move the April 20 morning
worship to the basement “just to be safe.”
“We have an elevator so the steps won’t
be problem for our older members, and we
have lots of chairs to set up.” Trent said,
“Church is God’s people worshiping,” he
said, “the place doesn’t matter.”

Saturday had been planned by the
trustees as a work day anyway, “we just
won’t be doing all of the work we were
planning on,” Trent said.
Trent said that he suspects that the sermon and service will be much different
than he had been planning all week and
that the first song might be the old camp
See Earthquake on page 13 . . .
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Special Meals

■ WEDNESDAY DINNER
Luau Ordinands Trip to Liberia –
Peoria First UMC. Proceeds from the luau
will be used to finance the Ordinands’ trip
to Liberia in spring 2009.
Garrett-Evangelical Alumni Gathering
dinner
Good News dinner. Rev. Shane Bishop
speaking.
■ THURSDAY BREAKFAST
University of Dubuque Theological
Seminary breakfast
■ THURSDAY LUNCH
Young Adult Clergy and Friends lunch.
Courthouse Plaza, 324 Main St. Dutch
treat lunch.
Illinois Wesleyan University lunch. The
Rev. Hope N. Luckie has been selected to
speak at this event. Joining the Illinois
Wesleyan University as University chaplain last summer after a national search for
the University’s chaplain position, this is
Luckie’s first year attending the conference. Contact: IWU Office of University
Communications, 309-556-3181, or emailing: univcomm@titan.iwu.edu
Retired Ministers and Spouses lunch
John Wesley Fellowship lunch — Rev.
Dr. Troy Benitone speaking.
Board of Church and Society lunch
Women in Ministry/COSROW lunch
■ THURSDAY DINNER
All Conference Dinner honoring
Bishop Sharon A. Brown Christopher
■ FRIDAY BREAKFAST
Drew University Theological School
breakfast
■ FRIDAY LUNCH
Reconciling Ministries of Illinois lunch
Local Pastors and Associate Members
lunch
Clergy couples lunch
Ministers’ Mates lunch. This year’s
luncheon year will be centered around hats
with an atmosphere of an old-style tea
party. Those attending the luncheon are
encouraged to wear a hat, the more “interesting” the better! If you do not have one,
check with someone in your church who
might be willing to loan you a hat. Also,
the Iroquois and Vermillion districts are
hosting the luncheon this year. Contact:
Stacy Smith 309-649-8011 or by emailing:
swanstamp@juno.com
Order of St. Luke lunch. Leaders of
OSL will present information about the
Order for those who would like to know
more about OSL or who would like to join
the Order.
Christian Theological Seminary lunch
United Methodist Foundation lunch
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Annual Conference 2008
Deadlines and reminders
ILCAAAP lunch
Deacons lunch
Candler School of Theology lunch.
Rev. Barbara Day Miller, Assistant Dean
of Worship and Music and Lecturer in
Liturgical Practices, will speak. Miller is
responsible for the worship life of the seminary. Her publications include, The New
Pastor’s Guide to Leading Worship
(Abingdon Press 2005).
Her teaching
interests include congregational planning
and participation in worship, creative worship and the arts, and global hymns and
songs. She was the music director for the
2004 General Conference of the United
Methodist Church. Questions or suggestions can be directed to Kent King-Nobles
at pastorkent@firstum.org
Rural Witness lunch
Liberian workers lunch
■ FRIDAY DINNER
Asbury Seminary alumni and friends
dinner
College student dinner
Volunteers in Mission dinner — Bishop
John Innis speaking.
United Methodist Women dinner. Dr.
Deborah Curtis, Dean of the College of
Education at Illinois State University, will
be the guest speaker. Dean Curtis will
speak on Quality Teachers for America’s
Schools: Celebrations & Challenges. Her
address will discuss issues with keeping
good teachers in the classroom. She will
cover the effect of Leave No Child Behind
and what we can do to enable good education.
McKendree University dinner
Duke Divinity School alumni dinner,
Rhythm Kitchen Music Café, 305 S. Water
St.. Dutch treat.
■ SATURDAY BREAKFAST
United Voices for Children breakfast.
Dr. Deborah Curtis, Dean of the College of
Education at Illinois State University, will
be the guest speaker. Dean Curtis will
speak on Dynamic Public Schools: A Role
for Community and School Partnerships.
United Methodist Men’s breakfast,
Peoria Bethel UMC, freewill offering
Historical Society breakfast. Richard
Chrisman, conference historian, will present a paper entitled, The Evangelization of
the World in This Generation. The paper
will tell the story of the contribution of
Illinois United Methodists in the evangelization efforts through the years.
Note: Unless otherwise stated, Special
Meals will be within the Peoria Civic
Center. Room assignments will be made
following the sale of meal tickets and will
appear in the June issue of The Current.

Hospitality volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed for every morning, afternoon and evening session to distribute materials, collect offerings, count votes and serving the needs of annual conference
members during the 2008 annual conference June 4-7 in Peoria.
Rev. Steve Kettelkamp will be scheduling and training the volunteers. Contact Rev.
Kettelkamp by email or by calling 309-792-1661 and indicate your availability for
service.

■ No pre-conference meetings
Because the Omnibus report is not being
used as part of the organizational plan for
annual conference, pre-conference meetings were not necessary.
■ Special offerings
IGRC congregations are invited to participate in the special offerings of the
annual conference session by taking up a
special collection and sending it with their
pastor and clergy member to conference.
A farewell gift, honoring Bishop Sharon
A. Brown Christopher, will be collected at
Wednesday’s opening worship. Funds
from this offering will be used to establish
an education fund in Liberia that will provide scholarships and funds for building of
schools. An endowment goal of $150,000
has been set to fund 150 scholarship into
perpetuity. Funds can also be sent directly
to the Conference Treasurer and designated for Fund 6995 – Liberia Education
Fund.
Conference Lay Leader Rhonda
Whitaker has also challenged lay members
to annual conference to contribute $20
each to provide $20,000 to build a school
in Monrovia that currently meets for halfdays sessions at the John Kofi Asmah
UMC. Half of the 720 students crowd into
the sanctuary for morning classes while a
second set meet in the afternoons. Funds
can also be sent directly to the Conference
Treasurer and designated for Fund 6990 –
John Kofi Asmah School.
The Africa University Task Force will
also be taking a special offering on
Thursday morning that will be used to provide a scholarship for a Liberian student to
attend Africa University — Fund 0073.
The Tom Brown Scholarship Fund will
be the recipient of Friday morning’s special offering, affirming our long-standing
ties with the historic Black College.
Brown, a pastor in the former Central
Illinois Conference, served as a college
trustee — Fund 0055.
The Ordinands will also be taking a special collection at Friday’s Ordination service, which will provide funds for them to
travel to Liberia on a work mission trip
next spring. The Conference Board of
Ordained Ministry is also assisting in this
effort by hosting a luau at Peoria First
UMC on Wednesday evening. Tickets can
be ordered on your special meals form —
Fund 6640.

A final special offering will be taken
Saturday morning for the Global AIDS
Fund, aim at eradicating this global
disease — Fund 3115.
■ Mission projects
The Midwest Mission Distribution
Center will be collecting flood buckets
and flood bucket supplies to replenish
their stock after hundreds of buckets were
sent to the Watseka and Pontiac and to
Southern Illinois this spring. A list of
materials for flood buckets are found on
page 12 of this issue of The Current.
A canned food drive for Harvest, a local
food pantry, will be held during Annual
Conference. Canned goods and other nonperishable items will be accepted.
The Annual Conference blood drive
will be held on Thursday, June 5, from
noon to 5 p.m. in fellowship hall of Bethel
UMC, 210 N. Richard Pryor Place in
Peoria. This is just a few blocks south of
the Civic Center. Annual conference
members will be able to go over during
their lunch break on that day. Shuttle service will be available for those not wishing
to walk.
As an added perk, a representative from
the Joseph & Hishon Chiropractic Office
in Peoria will be there to offer a 5 minute
massage to anyone who donates blood.
■ Memorial service names
The memorial service includes both
clergy and lay members to annual conference who have died in the last year. Names
of lay members to annual conference can
be submitted to Conference Lay Leader
Rhonda Whitaker at whitakers@
mchsi.com for inclusion in the service.
■ Housing registration
Each person is responsible for securing
their own housing. A chart of hotels that
have reserved blocks of rooms for the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference has been
sent to lay and clergy delegates.
Reservations must be made prior to May
15 in order to get the block rate. Contact
Nancy Patton at npatton@igrc.org or at
217-529-2040 if you need phone numbers,
room rates or a map showing locations.
■ Special meals
The special meals that have been scheduled was mailed out with the Conference
Registration Form. Ticket sales will be
handled by the Conference office. A list of
speakers, provided by special meal hosts
See Deadlines on page 13 …
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People in the News
Appointments
Virginia Tech parents building living
In consultation with the Cabinet of the
memorial to slain daughter
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn.—Bryan and
Renee Cloyd learned that their world had
been turned upside down a year ago on
April 16.
Their daughter Austin, then a freshman
at Virginia Tech, had been killed in the
shootings at Virginia Tech. Even in their
initial shock and overwhelming grief, the
Cloyds knew they wanted to celebrate their
daughter’s life – and her love for serving
others – and so they’ve provided a wonderful opportunity for healing through
service ever since … for themselves and an
ever-increasing number of others.
Almost immediately, these grieving parents designated Appalachia Service Project
(ASP) to receive gifts made in Austin’s
memory. Austin served four summers at
ASP, making homes warmer, safer, and
drier for Central Appalachian families in
need along with others from their
Champaign First UMC, Austin even
helped set up a home repair outreach in her
own community while planning an international service career.
In their grief the Cloyds decided that
remembering the lives of their daughter
and the other shooting victims lived should
be more important than how they died. As
they shared these feelings and worked with
Virginia Tech officials and ASP staff, new
service opportunities were born. Virginia
Tech started V.T.-Engage last October,
challenging that community to individual
commitments of 10 hours of service to

honor the shooting victims and celebrating
the university’s motto of Ut Prosim – That
I may serve. The response brought pledges
totaling 300,000 hours of service.
Last fall, the Cloyds began leading a
series of Collegiate Service Weekends at
ASP’s Housing Services Center in
Jonesville, Va. To date, nearly 150 students
have repaired area homes while deepening
friendships and learning how to live lives
of service in any chosen vocation through
these weekends. A new volunteer leadership team will continue this ASP outreach
on VT’s campus and initiate it on other
campuses across the nation.
Austin Cloyd’s legacy—large for so
young a life—continues to grow as her
family embraces her passion for service,
investing both this passion and themselves
in serving others and encouraging college
students and others seeking answers for
their own lives.
Appalachia Service Project is a Christian
ministry, open to all people, that fosters
human development by addressing the
housing needs of Central Appalachia.
Founded in 1969 by the General Board of
Discipleship of The United Methodist
Church, ASP has repaired over 13,000
homes in Central Appalachian Kentucky,
Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia
with the help of over 250,000 volunteers
from across the nation. For more information, check out www.ASPhome.org.

Black elected to Religion Communication
Council Board of Governors
WA S H I N G T O N ,
D.C. – IGRC Director
of
Communication
Ministries Paul Black
was elected to the Board
of Governors of the
Religion
Communicators Council during its
annual meeting.
Paul Black
Black will serve an
two-year unexpired term on the Board of
Governors for the international interfaith
association of religion communicators at
work in print and electronic communication, marketing and in public relations.
Douglas Cannon, director of communication and public witness in the Southwest
Texas Conference of The United
Methodist Church, was elected president.
Cannon succeeds Philip Poole, executive
director of communications for Samford
University in Birmingham, Ala.
In addition to Black and Cannon, several leadership roles will be filled by United
Methodists. Elected treasurer was Deb
Christian, director of customer relations,
UMR Communications, Dallas, which
produces United Methodist Reporter, an
independent weekly newspaper; and newly

elected board member Sandra Brands,
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., director of communications, Troy Conference. Continuing
on the board of governors are Cindy
Feldman, Des Moines, Iowa, and Amelia
Tucker-Shaw,
United
Methodist
Communications, Nashville, Tenn.
During the annual meeting, awards were
given for publication excellence. Former
Current writer Stephen Hustedt, now
director of communications for the Desert
Southwest Conference, shared an award of
merit with co-worker Valerie Maravolo for
website communications.
Al-Hussein Madhany won three Awards
of Excellence for Islamica magazine, the
publication
for
Inter-Civizational
Dialogue.
Founded in 1929, RCC provides opportunities for religion communicators to
learn from each other. Together, RCC
members promote excellence in the communication of religious faith and values in
the public arena and encourage understanding among religious and faith groups.
RCC includes 13 local chapters in various cities around the country. Local chapters meet regularly for programming and
networking.

Sharon A. Brown Christopher appoints the
following pastors:
John Walsh to Good Shepherd Parish,
Embarras River District, effective May 1.
Charles Graul to Sidell, Iroquois River
District, effective July 1. At that time, Rev.
Graul’s status will change from PTLP to
FTLP.
R. David Reynolds to Chatsworth and
Forrest, Vermilion River District, effective
July 1. Chatsworth and Forrest will
become a two-point charge as of July 1.
Janet L. Roy to Norris City and Shiloh,
Cache River District, effective July 1.
Joseph J. Richard to Rivers Edge,
Illinois River District, effective July 1.
Jennifer Seder to Fountain of Life,
Sangamon River District, effective July 1.
James Allison to Equality, Wesley
Chapel and Ridgway, Cache River
District, effective July 1.
Ann M. Champion to Galva: First,
Spoon River District, effective July 1.
Pam Bradford to Long Creek and
Dalton City, Sangamon River, effective
July 1.
Shane Smith to Manito: Community,
Illinois River, effective July 1.
Cheryl Peterson-Karlan to Normal:
First, Associate, effective July 1.
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Supply not appointed
Vance Amerman to Good Shepherd
Parish, Embarras River District, effective
May 1.
Change of status
Diane Bigley FTLP from PTLP, Good
Shepherd Parish, Embarras River District,
effective May 1.
Hahnshik Min to leave of absence
effective Feb. 1.

Deaths
Rev. Mary Vick Roth, a retired pastor
and district superintendent, died April 13.
She served local churches in the former
Central Illinois Conference and was the
District Superintendent of the Springfield
District and then the Decatur District. She
retired from Knoxville in 2005. Her husband, Merlin Roth, survives. Expressions
of sympathy may be sent to him at 2652
Manor Hill Drive, Quincy, IL 62301.
Anna G. Dugger, widow of The Rev.
Ellis Dugger, passed away on April 10, in
Biloxi, Miss. A memorial service will be
held at a later date in Illinois. Expressions
of sympathy may be sent to her son, John
Stein, 8062 Woodleigh Cove, Biloxi, MS
39532.
Bobby Lee Logan, a retired pastor, died
April 5 in Metropolis. He served churches
in the former Southern Illinois Conference
and the Virginia Conference, last serving
See Announcements on page 13 . . .

Candidates for bishop now number 10
Four additional candidates receive endorsements from
delegations, caucuses
By Paul Black
Four additional candidates have thrown
their hats into the ring for consideration by
North Central Jurisdictional delegates
when they gather to choose a successor for
retiring Bishop Sharon A. Brown
Christopher.
Indiana Black United Methodists have
tapped the Rev. Dr. Frank Beard, district
superintendent of the Kokomo District as
their candidate. Rev. Jorge Luis Mayorga
Solis was the choice of the Wisconsin delegation and MARCHA, the national
Hispanic caucus and the Rev. Dr. Wesley
S.K. Daniel’s candidacy has been
endorsed by the Iowa delegation and its
conference’s Commission on Religion and
Race.
A fourth candidate – the Rev. Julius
Trimble from the East Ohio Conference –
has been reportedly endorsed by the North
Central Jurisdiction’s Black Methodists
for Church Renewal, although information about Trimble’s candidacy was not
available at press time.
Christopher’s retirement creates the
lone vacancy for elections which will be
held during the North Central
Jurisdictional Conference July 16-19 in
Grand Rapids, Mich.
In addition to the four latest candidates,

Rev. Dr. Timothy L. Bias, pastor of Peoria
First UMC, is the IGRC-endorsed candidate. Rev. Dr. David Alan Bard has been
endorsed by the Minnesota Conference
delegation; Rev. Randolph Cross, by the
Dakotas delegation; Rev. Dr. Larry
Pickens by the Northern Illinois
Conference; Rev. Laurie Haller by the
West Michigan delegation and Rev. Dr.
Jerome DeVine by the NCJ Native
American Ministries caucus.
Frank Beard
South
Indiana
Conference
Black
Methodists for Church
Renewal
(BMCR),
North
Indiana
Conference
Black
Methodists for Church
Renewal and the Black
Frank Beard
United
Methodist
Pastors (BUMP) of the Indiana Area
recently gave their joint endorsement for
Beard.
According to South Indiana Conference
BMCR Caucus Chairman, the Rev. James
C. Anyike, “Dr. Beard has rendered faithful and diligent servant-leadership to the
Church for many years. Having personally served as a pastor in the North Indiana
Conference, I’ve observed how his gifts
See Candidates on page 13 . . .
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Local Church News
Sangamon River District to hold
Hands of Hope event for Liberia
for meetings as well as provide housing for
the Rev. Paye Mondolo and his family.
Roughly $50,000 is needed to fully fund
the project.
The event will include a celebration of
the work already being done by Sangamon
River District churches as well as dedicating the gifts for the District Center project.
A celebration and praise time will begin
at dusk consecrating the offering gathered
for the work of God in Liberia. Persons are
encouraged to bring their lawn chairs for
seating during the event.
For more information contact the
District office at sangriver@igrc.org or by
calling 217-529-3257; or contact the event
coordinators: Rev. Troy Benitone (Pawnee
UMC, tdb30@aol.com or 217-625-4381 or
Rev. Sylvester Weatherall (Kumler UMC
& Grace UMC, sly4234@aol.com or 217523-3335).

Normal First celebrates 50 years on
School Street

Normal First UMC celebrated its 50th
anniversary in its School St. sanctuary
April 6.
The congregation moved to its current
location on Dec. 22, 1957 and the building
was consecrated in April, 1958. Former
pastors Jim Bortell and David Dees, whose
combined service to the congregation
filled 24 of those 50 years, participated in
the communion service and luncheon that
followed.
According to current pastor, Dale Beck,
one of the sacred memories celebrated by
the congregation was its move from its
original location at Fell and Ash streets in
Normal to its new location at the corner of
School and Locust. On Dec. 22, 1957, former pastor Gordon White, under whose
leadership the new church had been built,
walked with the congregation, in a parade
led by children, from the old church to the
new one. The altar cross and Lectern Bible
were also carried in procession.
Mary Fern Bartrum, 93, who was the
director of the Primary Department, shared
by video recording, her memories of the
children’s march as well as how she had
selected the furniture for the new building
and stained it to match the woodwork in
the sanctuary. John Claus, who has recently had to quit ushering after 50 years,
shared by video about his experiences.
Dorothy Claus recalled that she began

attending First Methodist Church as a student at Illinois State Normal University in
the 1940s when Martha Bussert was the
director of the Wesley Foundation.
The site of the first church building that
dated to 1868 is now the site of
Manchester Hall, an Illinois State
University residence hall.
The 1868
building was constructed following an
impassioned appeal by Dr. Richard
Edwards, second president of Illinois State
Normal University, to the Illinois
Conference, for the building of a
Methodist church on the campus to serve
the students and faculty of the fledgling
college. Special offerings were received to
throughout the conference to support the
church which still maintains its ties to the
campus and is the site of ISU Wesley, the
Wesley Foundation of Illinois State
University. Rev. Jennie Edwards Bertrand,
director of the Wesley Foundation was one
of the speakers at the afternoon dinner.
She herself was an ISU student who
attended worship at First UMC as a college student and was a volunteer and later
staff youth leader for the church.
As part of the luncheon program, a
photo-history was shown tracing the
church’s history from its earliest days up to
Easter 2008. The photos brought back
fond memories for many of those in attendance.

New Orleans: a trip of thanksgiving
By Beth Schwierjohn
McKendree University
On March 8, I found myself in a van
headed to New Orleans for a mission trip
over spring break.
When we first got to New Orleans and I
saw all the damage that has yet to be

repaired, I was astounded. Seeing the
damage made me even more anxious to
begin working, than when we left
McKendree. When we finally got to go to
the houses and begin working, so many
different emotions ran through me.
At times, happiness and excitement
See New Orleans on page 11 …

Photo courtesy of Normal First UMC

Members and congregations of the
Sangamon River District are sponsoring
Hands of Hope: Building from the Center,
an event designed to raise funds for the
Wealah District Center in Liberia.
Hands of Hope will be held Sunday,
May 18 from 3 to 7 p.m. on the grounds of
Springfield First UMC’s west campus,
located at the corner of Koke Mill Road
and Wabash Ave. in Springfield.
Live music will be performed on an outdoor stage throughout the afternoon featuring various music teams from within the
Sangamon River District. Food will be
available on-site for the family as well as a
special Children’s Fun Zone. There will
also be music and activities for junior and
senior high youth.
All proceeds of the event will go toward
building a district center in the Liberian
Wealah District. The center will be a place

The Mission Team from Normal First UMC takes a break from their work in Moss Point,
Miss. Pictures are back row, from left, Merlin Jones, Vinton Knarr, Bob Hathway, David
Knight, Joe Carroll, Rev. Dale Beck, and Rev. David Greer, Pastor of Dantzler
Memorial UMC in Moss Point. Seated in front row, from left are: Richard Granger,
Donna Sands, Peggy Scott, and Sara Knight.

Normal First team assists with relief
on Mississippi’s Gulf Coast
By Peggy Scott
Normal First UMC sponsored a 10-person mission group to Moss Point, Miss.,
March 9-15 to assist with the continuing
reconstruction resulting from Hurricane
Katrina.
Moss Point, a community of about
18,000 before the storm, is just north of
Pascagoula. The group was hosted by the
Dantzler Memorial UMC which, after 2 ½
of helping the Moss Point community,
continues its Katrina relief mission.
The First Church group worked at one
site during the week, a brick ranch which
had suffered flood damage as a result of
the storm surge and rain. Work had been
started, but then abandoned, by a non-resident family member; the family was currently living in a FEMA trailer located
behind the house. The family had requested help in completing the work from Rev.
David Greer, Dantzler’s pastor.
Putting up dry wall, applying “mud,”
sanding, and, finally, painting were the
tasks of the week. The work was messy
and dusty, but by Friday, progress could
clearly be seen throughout the house. The
resident family was greatly appreciative
and surprised the workers with ice cream
and cake at lunch on Friday.
Although the work team was unable to
complete the house, they were able to give
hope to the family, which had been living
in its own backyard for two and a half
years. The family also received prayer
shawls from Normal First as work was

completed on Friday.
Members of the group included Rev.
Dale Beck, Bob Hathway, Merlin Jones,
Vinton Knarr, David and Sara Knight, and
Peggy Scott as well as Joe Carroll,
Richard Granger, and Donna Sands representing other area churches.
Rev. Greer and his family joined the
First Church group for many meals, which
were cooked in the Dantzler fellowship
hall kitchen and the Normal First group
joined Dantzler for a Lenten lunch and
mission fundraising dinner during the
week. Rev. Greer shared numerous stories
of the community’s trials in recovering
from the storm. Some were disheartening,
but many were of people who worked hard
to maintain their homes in Moss Point, or
of volunteers of all ages and locales who
provided assistance.
Volunteers are still warmly greeted
throughout the community and thanked
most sincerely. “We couldn’t have done it
without the churches and volunteers,” was
an oft-repeated comment.
Dantzler also hosted Normal First’s
October 2006 work trip. In fact, Dantlzer
has hosted over 4,000 workers in the thirty months since the hurricane struck. It
provides lodging and kitchen facilities as
well as coordinates work assignments and
provides tools and building supplies.
Much work remains to be done in Moss
Point and all along the Gulf Coast. Rev.
Greer’s estimates were it will be at least
five more years before the area recovers.
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Local Church News
Asbury Supper Hour in need of bikes

Photo courtesy of Jame Hahs

Asbury Children’s Supper Hour in
Springfield is in need of good used bicycles which will be given to children who
memorize the 23rd Psalm. The Supper
Hour received a dozen refurbished bikes
from an ambitious men’s church group in
Chatham recently and most of those have
already been distributed to scripture quoting children.
Only two big bikes remain and at least
eight rather small children have already
memorized the 23rd Psalm. Children are
taught about faith and by faith the Supper
Hour has assure them bikes are going to
be available for them.

As persons do their garage cleaning,
consider donating the bike that is no
longer needed to Asbury Children’s
Supper Hour, or if you find a bargain bike
at a garage sale, consider buying and
donating the bikes. Or assist with the purchase of bike locks that will keep the children’s new bicycles from being stolen.
For more information, contact Vicki
Potter, Director, Asbury Children’s Supper
Hour, 1229 S. Grand Ave. East,
Springfield, IL 62702. Asbury Children’s
Supper Hour is a Conference Advance
Special.

Making a difference on Spring Break
By Rev. Tim Harrison
McKendree University

Jamaica faith reflection
As a typical college student, I was very
excited and anxious for spring break. I
was going to JAMAICA! Only, my
Jamaica would not be Party Central as
most people who picture spring break in
Jamaica typically believe.
I had been participating in a Sociology
Cross Cultural practicum course at
McKendree University, in which we had
been studying aspects of Jamaican people
and their culture such as religion, education, economics, political systems, and the
arts. We were going for 10 days with the
purpose of providing services to those in
need. Over the course of our journey, we
built three houses, did an immense amount
of work in a school, and visited the elderly, ill youth, and mentally handicapped.
Believe it or not, I went into this trip
believing that I was going to help others; I
was the missionary. When everything was
said and done, it turned out to be quite the
opposite.
Although this was in no way a “mission
trip” associated with any kind of church,
the journey began and ended with great
praise to God. Our first workday at the
school began with a devotion to God led
by the principal in which all of the students danced and sang.
Our last workday ended at the school
with another lively devotion and prayer
for God to bless and keep us, the
Americans. These people were so incredi-

it or not, I went into this
“tripBelieve
believing that I was going to
help others; I was the missionary.
When everything was said and
done, it turned out to be quite the
opposite.
— Katie Richter

“

By Katie Richter
McKendree University

bly inspiring; they were standing in a oneroom schoolhouse in which two classes
were held. There was no electricity, running water or dining area. The walls were
crumbling away at the point where they
used to meet the ceiling, while a bat that
lived in the roof would occasionally
swoop down to investigate the scene, and
yet they were praying for us and praising
God for all of the good things they had
been given.
At that moment, I too thanked God for
all he had given me through letting me live
in that moment. He showed me that my
bathroom that I have to share with four
other girls is really nothing to complain
about. He showed me that optimism is
much greater than looking at the cup half
full.
As God’s people, we have so much to be
grateful for in just being alive each day. He
gave us the gift of life; a gift so special it
should never be taken for granted. We
often believe that we are luckier than those
living in poverty, but whom, in the end,
really appreciates a refreshing rainfall:
those with bathtubs and showers, or those
with a pail and rag?

A total of 14 McKendree University
students and four adults traveled to New
Orleans March 8-15 on a mission to help
victims of Hurricane Katrina.
This was campus ministry’s third trip to
the Gulf Coast in as many years. Our
efforts were coordinated by the United
Methodist Southeast Louisiana Disaster
Recovery Agency located in New
Orleans. We were assigned two family
dwellings in need of reconstruction
including: some debris removal, sanding,
mud and taping, painting, flooring, tiling,
and small carpentry work.
Our team was led by two adults from
Lebanon who accompanied the group:
Joe Zimerlee and Jeff Greenstreet. Each
supervised construction in one of the two
houses. Our efforts were important to the
families and we felt that we made a significant contribution to helping their recovery that week. In addition, one group of

Photo courtesy of Garry Zackery

The Rainbow Bell Choir of Decatur Sharon UMC presents a musical selection at the
Sangamon River District Mission Banquet April 5 at Lincoln First UMC. About 80 persons representing 20 District churches were present. Displays showing the various mission trips that local churches had done over the last year were exhibited and included
Henderson Settlement in eastern Kentucky, Brazil, Liberia, and the work of the United
Methodist Men. Craft items from the Third World were available for sale. The banquet
speaker was Rev. Dan Lybarger from Cerro Gordo, who treated the group to two songs
on the Native American flute. The meal was served by the Lincoln Youth Mission Team
who will be going to Denver to work with youth in the inner city. The District is sponsoring a work trip to “Tree of Life” ministries in South Dakota where they will be working with the Sioux tribe.

students assisted the Louisiana SPCA
(humane shelter for animals) in efforts to
beautify the property.
The students worked throughout the
week to not only restore the houses but
also the spirits of the people with which
we came in contact. We received a warm
welcome and several meals from the host
church where we stayed, St. Paul’s UMC
on the outskirts of the city. We were also
able to worship with the church on
Sunday and join the pastor in a special
program on the holy land at the end of the
week. There was time to take in the city
and its unique culture and tasty seafood.
The students were a diverse group of
different faith traditions, ethnic backgrounds, etc. and yet they bonded and
form close relationships throughout the
week together. We all realized however, as
a group, that there is so much more to be
done there and we left with a real desire to
continue to spread the word for people to
go there and make a difference!

United Methodist Men of the Sangamon River District and others gathered in the parking lot of Decatur Grace UMC to kick off the 2008 Potato Drop on March 8. With the
help of the Society of St Andrews 42,000 pounds of potatoes were delivered for distribution to local food ministries.
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Camping & Youth Ministries
Petersburg, Reynolds, Springfield Jerome top Bible Bowl competition

Petersburg, Reynolds and Springfield
Jerome emerged as the 2008 champions of
their respective divisions at the IGRC
Bible Bowl held April 6 at East Bay Camp.
Petersburg won the elementary division
after they and two other teams – Mason
City and Reynolds – each recorded 4-0
records in the preliminary rounds. In a
round-robin playoff, Petersburg defeated
both teams to post a final 6-0 mark, while
Mason City edged Reynolds to finish in
second place with a 5-1 record. Reynolds
posted a 4-2 record for third place.

Laura Powers from Springfield Jerome
and Ashley Root from Reynolds have participated six years; and Derek Minor from

Effingham Centenary and James Rosse
from Springfield Jerome have participated five years.

All photos by Paul Black

Mishel House of Reynolds and Andy Black
of Springfield Jerome were recognized for
nine years of Bible Bowl participation.

In all, 12 elementary teams competed
with Milan Trinity, Oblong Evangelical,
two teams from Urbana Grace, Decatur
Sharon,
Washington
Evangelical,
Effingham Centenary, a second team from
Petersburg and Springfield Jerome.
In the junior high division, Reynolds
repeated as conference champions edging
out Springfield Kumler in the championship match. Eureka finished in third
place with a 2-2 record, edging out
Washington Evangelical. The other teams
in the competition were Decatur Sharon
and Oblong Evangelical.
In the senior high division, Springfield
Jerome posted its third consecutive conference championship defeating Reynolds in
the key matchup. Effingham Centenary
placed third. Mason City and Decatur
Sharon rounded out the senior high field.
Two Bible Bowl participants – Mishel
House of Reynolds and Andy Black of
Springfield Jerome – were recognized for
nine years of participation in the Bible
Bowl ministry. John McCutchan of
Reynolds has participated seven years;
Drew King from Effingham Centenary,

Reynolds junior high squad repeated as conference Bible Bowl champions.

Petersburg UMC won the elementary division among 11 other competitors.

United Methodist Days at Six Flags
Living Springs to celebrate 80th birthday
Living Springs Camp (formerly
Epworth Springs Camp) will be celebrating its 80th anniversary Oct. 12.
Rev. Dr. Alan Newhall is writing a history of the camp, which was originally purchased by the Methodist Protestant Church.
Newhall would like to receive any reminiscences, photographs and other materials
from former campers, parents, board mem-

bers and others for use in writing the camp
history.
When completed, all materials will be
housed with the Conference Archives for
preservation.
Materials may be sent to: Dr. Alan L.
Newhall, 108 Avenue Notre Dame, East
Peoria IL 61611-1501 or by emailing:
anewhall@aol.com

Sponsor training required prior to camp
All adults who are attending camps
as sponsors are required by the American
Camping Association accreditation
process to do the following:
• Register in the camping office and
provide a complete Health Form
• Attend and document a yearly sponsor
training.
• Provide the necessary information for
a background check.
The following dates are available for

those attending Beulah Youth Camp. If
you will be attending one of the other conference camps as a sponsor please contact
the dean of the program you are attending
or the camping office for training dates.
Beulah Youth Camp training dates
April 28 or May 1: Belleville St.
Matthew UMC, 7 p.m. Trainers: LaDonna
Kalish (April 28); Luan Warren (May 1)
May 1: Sunfield UMC, DuQuoin, IL, 6
to 9 p.m. Trainer: Julie Rogers.

Three different days have been designated United Methodist Days at Six Flags
over Mid-America this summer.
Each of the dates include a specific contemporary Christian music group as part
of the day’s festivities. They include:
Saturday, June 28: Third Day
Saturday, Aug. 9: News Boys
Saturday, Sept. 20: Toby Mac
Tickets for each of these days are $25
each. Food vouchers can be purchased for
A total of 130 persons from 11 different
congregations attended one of two confirmation retreats held at East Bay Camp.
The retreat was led by Rev. Keith
Michaels, Rossville and Bismarck UMC’s
and Doug Helle of Farmington UMC. The
confirmation retreat is to help and add to
the experience of confirmation at the
local church. The confirmation material,
Claim the Name, is used as curriculum
for the retreat. Pictured are attendees
from Rossville UMC. Front row, from left
are: Cheyenne Eisenberg, Carissa
Vaughn, Lauren Kiser. Back row, from
left, are: Ashton Hufford, Andrea
Graveline. These are all from Rossville
UMC.

$10 each and parking passes are also $10
each.
Persons wishing only to attend the
News Boys concert on Aug. 9 may purchase a concert only ticket for $5.
Flyers and order forms will be in the
mail to congregations in the near future.
For more information, contact the
Cmaping and Retreat Ministries office at
217-529-3007
or
by
emailing:
camping@igrc.org

Photo courtesy of Keith Michaels

Springfield Jerome took top honors in the high school division for the third consecutive
year.
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General Conference 2008
Commentary: Avoiding sexuality issue is not true peace
A UMNS Commentary
By Steven E. Webster*
Many voices from across The United
Methodist Church are suggesting there is
no way forward in the 36-year-long dialogue about the role and status of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
people in the church. Declaring an
impasse, these voices call for an end to this
dialogue in the name of peace and unity.
Forty-five years ago, the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. wrote a now-famous letter
from a jail cell in Birmingham, Ala., to a
group of white clergy (including two
Methodist bishops) who—in the name of
“unity” and “peace”—had publicly called
on King and his allies to cease their disturbing nonviolent protests against racial
segregation.
King wrote that the “great stumbling
block” in the African-American struggle
for equality was not blatant bigotry, “but
the white moderate, who is more devoted
to ‘order’ than to justice, who prefers a
negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is the presence of justice.”
I embrace our Wesleyan Christian vision
of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world” and applaud
the General Conference for seeking to
build unity around four focus areas: 1)
developing principled Christian leaders for

the church and the world; 2) reaching new
people in new places by starting new congregations and renewing existing ones; 3)
engaging in ministry with the poor; and 4)
stamping out killer diseases by improving
health globally.
Yet we undercut these same goals when
we continue to: 1) reject the gifts and
graces of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons and their allies; 2) turn off
a younger generation that views the
Christian faith as “anti-homosexual;” 3)
push LGBT youth into poverty and homelessness as families reject them because
church and society stigmatizes LGBT persons; and 4) fail to address the role that
ignorance and stigmatization of homosexuality (and other sexualities) play in the
global AIDS epidemic.
■ Biblical peace
The United Methodist Church cannot
enjoy true peace and unity while it engages
in injustice and spiritual violence against
some of its members. Biblical peace does
not refer to the apparent absence of conflict, and still less to the suppression of dialogue. In the Bible, “peace” (“shalom” in
Hebrew) is a holistic concept that includes
justice and total well-being.
To fail to address the issue of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender people in the
church now would leave in place the status
quo in church law that includes Judicial
Council Decision 1032, which normalizes

the exclusion of LGBT persons from membership in the church. Decision 1032 has
never yet been the subject of discussion at
a General Conference and runs counter to
a (non-binding) plea in our Social
Principles that “we implore families and
churches not to reject or condemn lesbian
and gay members and friends.”
Even if lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people are allowed to attend or join
the membership of The United Methodist
Church, Decision 1032 further legitimates
the widespread practice of “shunning”
such persons as unworthy to serve in any
of the ministries of the local church. This is
spiritual violence, the misuse of religious
authority to demean and diminish LGBT
Christians.
I know LGBT persons who have been
denied the opportunity to serve in the
church as leaders of adult education classes, choir members, committee members, or
readers of Scripture in worship. It is not
unheard of for committed same-gender
couples to be denied baptism for their
babies and gay youth to be shunned from
youth groups in The United Methodist
Church.
These acts, justified by labeling LGBT
people as “unrepentant sinners” inferior to
all the “repentant sinners” in the church,
are acts of spiritual violence, harming the
souls of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons. It is tragic that being from

a devout Christian family has been identified as a risk factor for suicide among
LGBT youths.
■ A thorn in the flesh
Some have described the church’s long
dialogue over these issues as “a thorn in
the flesh.” Paul writes in 2 Corinthians
12:1-10 that he endured a painful “thorn in
the flesh” that would not leave him even
though he pleaded with God to remove it.
God’s answer to Paul applies to us: “My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is
made perfect in weakness.”
We feel weary and weakened by this
long dialogue over homosexuality, a dialogue in which I have actively participated
in many ways these past 36 years. The
faith that sustains me is that God intends to
perfect us through these trials, and we, the
people of The United Methodist Church,
look forward to a real peace which is, in
King’s words, the presence of justice and
not merely the absence of tension.
*Webster is chair of the church council
of University United Methodist Church in
Madison, Wis., and has attended the 2000
and 2004 General Conferences as a volunteer with Soulforce, an organization that
describes itself as working for freedom for
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people from religious and political
oppression. He legally married Jim
Dietrich, his partner of 27 years, in a civil
ceremony in Toronto in 2006.

When will the gathering be held?
The assembly meets once every four
years in the months of April or May unless
a special session to deal with a particular
issue is called by the Council of Bishops
or General Conference.
The 2008, nine-day session is two fewer
than in the preceding quadrennium, reducing the cost of the assembly by $163,000.
Normally, delegates have a free day on
Sunday, but delegates to the 2008 session
will worship together in the morning and
be back in legislative sessions or plenary
for the remainder of the day.
■ Who are the delegates?
The 992 delegates to the 2008 gathering
are United Methodists elected by their
annual conferences. Annual conferences
consist of ordained clergypersons and an
equal number of laypersons elected by
their local churches.
Once every four years, annual conferences elect equal numbers of lay and clergy members to represent them at General
Conference. Lay members vote for lay
delegates and clergy for clergy delegates.
The number of delegates from each conference is based on the number of clergy
members and the number of lay members.

However, even conferences with few lay
and clergy members are guaranteed one
clergy and one lay delegate. The
Constitution permits General Conference
to be composed of at least 600 and no
more than 1,000 delegates.
Churches
in
the
Southeastern
Jurisdiction will have the largest number
of delegates from the United States.
However, because of membership increases in central conferences (outside the
United States), that jurisdiction will have
only 252 delegates, down from 278 at the
2004 gathering. North Central will have
138, down from 164; Northeastern, 126,
down from 144; South Central, 148, down
from 170; and Western, 40, down from 44.
The central conferences will have 278
delegates, up 100 from the 2004 assembly
and up 136 from the gathering in 2000.
Africa will be represented by 186 of the
central conference delegates, up 94 from
2004. The 21 annual conferences in the
Philippines will have 42 delegates. An
additional 10 delegates will come from
“concordat” churches with which the
denomination has a formal relationship.
The number of U.S. delegates to the
See General Conference on page 9

General Conference 101:
All you ever wanted to know
A UMNS Report
By J. Richard Peck
The United Methodist Church’s top legislative assembly, the General Conference,
will meet April 23-May 2 to set direction
for the denomination for the following
four years. This guide provides an
overview of the gathering, how it works
and its significance in the life of the
church.
■ What is General Conference?
As the top policy-making body of the
international United Methodist Church,
General Conference is the only body that
officially speaks for the 11.5-million
member denomination (13 million if
including baptized children who have not
become members).
During the nine-day session, 992 delegates will revise the Book of Discipline,
which regulates the manner in which local
churches, annual conferences and general
agencies are organized. The book also sets
policies regarding church membership,
ordination, administration, property and
judicial procedures.
The assembly may modify most disciplinary paragraphs by majority vote, but
the Constitution can only be amended by a
two-thirds affirmative vote, followed by a

two-thirds affirmative vote of the aggregate number of members voting in annual
conference session.
Delegates may not revoke or change the
Articles of Religion or the Confession of
Faith unless two-thirds of the delegates
agree to change this provision and threefourths of the annual conference members
also agree.
Delegates also revise the Book of
Resolutions, a volume declaring the
church’s stance on a wide variety of social
justice issues. The book contains more
than 300 resolutions that are considered
instructive and persuasive, but are not
binding on members.
■ Where does the conference meet?
Meeting sites rotate among the church’s
five geographic U.S. jurisdictions. The
conference was held in 1996 in Denver
(Western Jurisdiction), in 2000 in
Cleveland (North Central Jurisdiction),
and in 2004 in Pittsburgh (Northeastern
Jurisdiction).
The 2008 conference will be in Fort
Worth, Texas (South Central Jurisdiction).
The 2012 gathering is scheduled for
Tampa, Fla. (Southeastern Jurisdiction).
There is nothing prohibiting future
General Conferences from being scheduled outside the United States.
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General Conference 2008
Commentary: It’s time for a new set of
assembly priorities

The four areas of
focus being presented
to the upcoming 2008
Tom Berlin General Conference
may very well serve as the springboard
for a new beginning for The United
Methodist Church. Starting and
renewing churches, developing future
leaders, addressing global poverty and
world health are challenges that are
worthy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and our life’s work as his church.
As a second-time delegate to General
Conference, I have been struck by the
interest these focus areas have engendered in those who often are weary and
even cynical of quadrennial themes and
top-down mandates in The United
Methodist Church. The curtain may be
rising on a new act in our story as a
Christian movement-unless forces of the
past conspire to jam it shut.
The enthusiasm around these four ministry areas is twofold. First, they make
sense. It is hard to dispute that a denomination losing thousands of members each
year should be significantly invested in
planting new churches, revitalizing existing ones and training leaders. Evangelism
and concern for the poor are basic to
Wesleyan DNA.
The second reason for this enthusiasm
is that these initiatives have the potential
to put the “united” back in United
Methodism. Given the fact that we are an
11.5 million-member worldwide denomination, it should be no surprise that we
disagree on many things. General
Conference has a long history of being
the forum at which various constituencies
express their differing opinions.
In recent years, however, there has
been a growing weariness with the level
of disagreement and the tone of the
debates that rage around a variety of
social issues. The four areas of ministry
focus create an opportunity for a renewed
sense of community amongst our diverse
membership. It is possible that liberals
and conservatives might actually find
common ground in proposals that would
spread the Gospel, empower leaders and
touch the lives of the poor and sick. A
fresh wind of hope raises the possibility
that the 2008 General Conference may
end with a ministry focus that delegates
agree is the will of God for our church.
Unless we don’t.
■ A new way of business
There is another distinct possibility for
this General Conference: business as
usual. Business as usual is the great
enemy of the future of our church. Many
United Methodists characterize General

Conference as a protracted argument
about homosexuality, abortion and other
hot topics. If we are to be successful at
finding common ground for the church,
we must resist the temptation to use the
bulk of our time and energy on issues that
have consistently divided us in past
General Conferences.
Some suggest that we not discuss divisive issues while others believe these topics must be raised at every opportunity if
change is to ever occur. Perhaps a middle
way is possible. These topics are relevant
for the church because they touch real
lives. They also allow us to work through
our theology and ethics. However, these
difficult and often emotionally charged
conversations cannot continue to be the
central conversation or provide the primary images of our worldwide meeting.
I would suggest that we deal with these
issues in a time-bound fashion at the end
of our time together. For example, all discussion of homosexuality, abortion and
divestment would be held until Thursday,
May 1-the day before we are scheduled to
dismiss. At the beginning of General
Conference on April 23, each of these
topics would be assigned a specific
amount of time for dialogue in the plenary session. I also would propose that once
these time limits are created, any protests
that interrupt the work of the meeting be
counted toward the time available for the
topic of protest.
Setting time limits has the following
benefits:
First, it reminds us that we have a finite
amount of time and energy available.
Longer discussion does not mean better
discussion.
Second, it shows good stewardship.
My rough calculations indicate that our
meeting costs $62,804 per hour for the
stated agenda. We must not over-allocate
these funds to conversation in demonstrated areas of disunity. We must have
time and energy to properly attend to
issues that will build consensus within
the church and minister to the world so
that lives are actually transformed in the
name of Jesus Christ.
■ Critical juncture
Much is at stake in the outcome of
General Conference. The image that so
many of us carried away from the 2004
assembly in Pittsburgh was that of a broken communion chalice that was carefully reconstructed but obviously rendered
useless. If such images continue to depict
the outcome of these meetings, I fear that
many of our most promising clergy and
lay leaders will view General Conference
as an exercise in futility. They are likely
to choose to cocoon themselves in the
vitality of the local church rather than
give themselves to the conflict of our
See Berlin Commentary on page 10 . . .

The Fort Worth (Texas) Convention Center is site of the 2008 United Methodist
General Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking body. Delays in downtown
hotel construction and renovation have led to late changes in accommodations for
delegates and others attending the 10-day event this spring.

A UMNS file photo by Mike DuBose

A UMNS Commentary
By the Rev. Tom
Berlin*

Worshippers sing a hymn at John Wesley United Methodist Church in Macia,
Mozambique. United Methodist membership is increasing in Africa while decreasing in
the United States. The effects of this global membership shift will be seen at the 2008
General Conference meeting April 23-May 2 in Fort Worth, Texas.

Shifting paradigm: Africa’s voice grows
in global church
A UMNS Report
By Kelly C. Martini*
United Methodists are contemplating
what being a global church means as
membership and leadership numbers grow
beyond the United States.
Traditionally, the denomination’s
agency offices and the majority of its
members and leadership have been based

in the United States. The denomination
often has viewed the rest of the world as a
mission field ripe for evangelism, church
growth and ministry. Such a mission
appears to be a success as United
Methodist numbers globally increase.
The impact of the shift will be reflected
at the General Conference, which sets
church policy and officially speaks for the
See Paradigm on page 10 . . .
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General Conference 2008
Reflections on upcoming
What is General Conference?
As the top policy-making body of the international
General Conference

A UMNS photo courtesy of the Fort Worth Convention and Visitors Bureau.

United Methodist Church, General Conference is the only
body that officially speaks for the 11.5-million member
denomination (13 million if including baptized children who
have not become members).
During the nine-day session, 992 delegates will revise
the Book of Discipline, which regulates the manner in
which local churches, annual conferences and general
agencies are organized. The book also sets policies
regarding church membership, ordination, administration,
property and judicial procedures.

General Conference
Continued from page 7
2008 assembly would have decreased
even more if Judicial Council had ruled
that the 579,000-member Cote d’Ivoire
(Ivory Coast) Methodist Church was a full
member of the denomination. The 2004
General Conference accepted the African
church as a member but declared the new
annual conference would only be allowed
one lay and one clergy delegate to the
2008 General Conference.
■ What does the assembly cost?
The projected cost of the 2008 session is
$6.6 million, compared with $4.1 million
for the 2000 conference and $5.3 million
for the 2004 session. Three percent of the
cost is for committee functions and
Commission on General Conference
expenses; 9 percent covers the cost of the
offices of the business manager, treasurer
and the secretary of the General
Conference; 24 percent is for operations;
18 percent for language services; and 46
percent for delegate expenses.
About $1.6 million of the total $6.6 million will pay delegate travel, and $1.4 million will fund the cost of housing and food
(each delegate will be given $118 per
diem). The Daily Christian Advocate will
cost $265,000 and the computer-tracking
system will be $230,000. Renting the convention center is expected to total
$99,000.

■ How does the legislative process
work?
At General Conference, petitions will be
considered first by one of 13 legislative
committees (up from 11 in 2004) that may
vote to adopt, reject or refer. The
Committee on Plan of Organization and
Rules of Order is proposing to eliminate
language of “concurrence or non-concurrence or concurrence as amended.”
Most of the first four days is spent considering proposals in committees. During
the second week, the entire gathering considers legislation proposed by the committees. A proposal coming from a committee
is called a “calendar item.”
Rules of General Conference are
approved by delegates prior to any legislative actions. Rules proposed by the
Committee on Plan of Organization and
Rules of Order will call for legislative
committee calendar items with fewer than
10 negative votes to be placed on a “consent calendar.” If an item is not removed
by a written request of 20 delegates, and if
it does not involve funding or a constitutional amendment, the entire consent calendar is approved with a single vote.
General Conference may change the specific rules related to the consent calendar,
but the process enables the assembly to
quickly deal with hundreds of legislative
proposals.
If a calendar item with financial impliSee General Conference on page 10. . .

I believe God is calling
The
United
Methodist Church to
faithful mission and
ministry in today's
world.
Discerning
how to respond is a
challenge and an
opportunity, requirTim Bias
ing a clear understanding of our current reality and a
clear vision for the future.
As I prepare for General Conference, I
want to share with you some things I have
been reading and learning about our United
Methodist Church.
“Discernment, as in the Exodus, has
some days of great clarity when the pillar of
fire is before us giving clear direction, but
in other days, direction disappears and we
will need to pitch tent.” (Gil Rendle, consultant)
“Our problem is not a lack of organization or structure, but the spiritual aridity of
too many of our congregations and leaders.” (James A. Harnish, pastor of Hyde
Park UMC in Tampa, Fla.)
“The United Methodist Church strives to
bring the gospel to the world and to tackle
the world’s development issues in a holistic
manner. This is the reason the church is
playing an important role in the world. In
Africa, with evangelization, we try to help
people feel that the church responds to their
concerns. Sometimes the church finds solutions to their everyday problems. So we
practice evangelization not just by preaching but also by acts. This is why the church
in Africa is growing. People see that evangelization is accompanied by deeds or by
works that are helpful in their daily lives.”
(Bishop Benjamin Boni, Cote d’Ivoire
Episcopal Area)
“In the post-Christendom postmodern
world, The United Methodist Church is
being left behind because it looks too much
like everything else.” (Dr. Lisa Withrow,
seminary professor).
“Young people want to connect - and not
just to other young people. We enjoy making connections with older adults as well.
Other adults have something to offer. I don't
just mean your wider experience or theological knowledge but your shared likes
and dislikes, stories, compassion, and
trust.” (Emily Allen, young adult)
I believe God is calling The United
Methodist Church to faithful mission and
ministry in today’s world. Discerning how
to respond is a challenge and an opportunity, requiring a clear understanding of our
current reality and a clear vision for the
future. I believe First United Methodist
Church is positioned to be a model for mission and ministry in the midst of the chaos
and confusion of the world in which we live.
Let us continue to develop focused,
intentional, and prayerful ministries of faith

development. Let us continue to pray and to
invite others within our families, our
church, and our community to pray with us.
Let us continue to open ourselves to conversation, particularly Christian conversation that will help shape and guide us to
where the Spirit is calling us.
“Everything looks like failure in the
middle.” Roabeth Moss Kanter
It is while we are in the middle of change
that we must stay connected. It is in the
chaotic middle time that we are able to raise
to new levels of faithfulness and service. We
can raise to new levels because we keep our
spiritual connection with God, our loving
connection to one another, and our missional connection to the community and the
world.
It is in the middle of change that I have
learned the following:
• Respect for the past: I have not only
learned from the past but I have discovered
that I am standing on the shoulders of giants.
• Revise the present: I am learning to be
obedient to God's leading. God is working
in my life and the life of First United
Methodist Church. I am learning to be sensitive to God's movement in our midst.
• Reach for the future: Unless we are
taking risks we will die. How do we investigate what lies ahead of us? How do we
invigorate and energize our congregation to
step into what lies ahead of us? How do we
become innovative? God is doing a new
thing in our midst. How do we humbly and
creatively step into God’s new thing for
First Church?
As we “get connected” at the end of each
worship service, it seems to me that we
must be looking for our connecting points
(our relational linkages) throughout the life
and ministry of our congregation. We are
part of the Body of Christ ... an organic living organism. Our living, moving, and
being is deeply rooted in our connection to
God, to one another, and to Peoria and the
world.
Our hope is intentional, active, and
grounded in a deep and dynamic relationship with God in and through Jesus Christ.
John Wesley described how hope-filled
people lived through his General Rules:
Doing no harm. Doing good. By attending
upon the ordinances of God. Bishop
Rueben Job in his book Three Simple Rules
says it this way: Do no harm. Do good. Stay
in love with God.
It is my prayer that we will look to our
future with hope as we pitch our tents in the
land of hope.
The Rev. Dr. Timothy L. Bias is directing
pastor of Peoria First UMC, chair of the
IGRC delegation to General Conference
and a candidate for the episcopacy in the
North Central Jurisdiction of The United
Methodist Church.
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General Conference 2008
Thank you to IGRC
General Conference news available in
Dear folks of IGRC:
One of the best parts of gathering once a
several ways and formats
Greetings to you in the grace of Jesus year with these sixty –some folks has
Christ! As we approach General
Conference 2008, I want to say thank you
for the privilege and honor to be a delegate sent by you. My heart and mind are
filled with humility and thanks for this
opportunity to participate in this worldwide gathering of “Methodists”! This will
be my fourth and final time to attend. I,
like all of our delegation, covet your
prayers. I have found that the decision
making/legislative process requires
intense listening, careful discernment,
and openness beyond any other experience that I have known. Thankfully, the
spiritual resources provided through worship, focused dialogue, and conversation
with friends are deep and broad! I have
come away from each of our General
Conferences thankful for not only our traditions, but also our checks and balances
of power, and our ability to adapt and
change as we discern God’s directing us.
I have not agreed with all the decision
that we have made, but I am thankful for
the democratic process that allows us to
decide the direction of the branch of the
Universal church we belong to.
I also want to thank you for the great
joy and privilege that it has been to serve
as a member of the Board of Discipleship
these last eight years. The resources that
we provide for our churches are awesome! My life has been touched and
shaped by the relationships that I have
experienced while serving with this dedicated board and staff. The depth of commitment to Christ and his Church is evident in the lives of those who provide
resources for our growth as disciples. All
the staff that I am acquainted with are
actively involved in local churches, most
of them in small local churches. They
truly want to know what God is doing in
our local churches, and are seeking to
serve and connect folks across our
denomination.
Serving on the GBOD has been an
experience of Christian community!

been getting to know my fellow board
members. These folks include: a veterinary professor from the Philippines who
is now enrolled in seminary, a clergywoman from Eastern Europe who has
turned an abandoned church building
into a gathering place for prayer and
study in the center of the city, a retired
rancher from the West who is a passionate Sunday school teacher, and the wonderful young people who are leading our
church in new paths of seeing the church
globally.
It has been great fun to be a part of the
Children’s section of curriculum
Committee (choosing the puppet for
Vacation Bible School curriculum!),
experiencing the hospitality of the
Hispanic task force and seeing the great
growth and outreach of this part of our
church, and being part of the changes
that are taking place to put decision-making in the lives of those who receive the
African Upper Room resources in the
hands of those who live there. I leave this
time of serving on the GBOD with gratefulness for the leadership of our church
and with hope as I see God so creatively
and actively gifting folks to inspire and
challenge us to transform the world as
Christ’s disciples.
I also want to publicly thank the three
churches that I have served during this
sixteen year time that have supported my
being a part of this connection. Vermont
Street UMC, Countryside UMC, and
Charleston Wesley UMC all encouraged
my participation in these times away
from my local church responsibilities and
understood the links of our combined
ministry. I also am very thankful for the
understanding and support of my family
(especially my husband, Mike) who often
had to carry some of my responsibilities
while I was gone. Thank you!
Rev. Cindy Jones
Charleston Wesley UMC
Embarras River District

Berlin

General Conference

Continued from page 8
larger connection.
A common definition of insanity is
doing what you have always done and
expecting to get a different result. To the
delegates of the 2008 General Conference,
I say, “Let’s stop the insanity!”
My prayer is that we can emerge from
this General Conference with goals that
display our common love of Christ and the
ministry to which we all are called.

Continued from page 9

*Berlin is pastor of Floris United
Methodist Church, Herndon, Va. This year
will be his second time to serve as a delegate to General Conference.

cations is passed by a majority of delegates, it is referred to the General Council
on Finance and Administration. Members
of that agency return the legislation to a
plenary session with a recommendation as
to how the project or program is to be
funded. Only after delegates approve or
amend that recommendation is the legislation finally approved.
Prior to the conference, delegates
receive an Advance Edition of the Daily
Christian Advocate, containing the names
of delegates and legislative committee
assignments, reports from general agencies and all petitions. The edition is translated into Portuguese and French.

United Methodist Communications will
provide multimedia coverage of General
Conference when the denomination’s top
legislative assembly meets April 23-May 2
in Fort Worth, Texas.
The IGRC Communications Team will
also be providing localized coverage as
Bishop Sharon A. Brown Christopher and
various delegates will be sharing their
reflections through blogs. The IGRC home
page will be updated with the latest blog
entries as they are posted at www.igrc.org
United Methodist News Service, a unit
of the communications agency, will post
stories, UMTV video reports, radio-ready
audio reports and photographs throughout
the assembly. The news team will offer
content in English, Spanish and Korean, as
well as provide material specifically for
Native American and African-American
audiences.
The ongoing coverage will be available
both online and by e-mail.
Subscribers to UMNS’ daily e-mail
service will automatically receive all of the
English-language news stories that the
news team produces, as each story is filed.
This service will allow subscribers to get

the news almost as it happens during the
course of the day. People who aren’t currently subscribers but would like to receive
this free service can sign up at
www.gc2008.umc.org/DailyNews.
A daily General Conference News
Digest will be offered to people who want
to receive the news in one daily e-mail
package at the close of the day. Subscribers
to the daily e-mail can switch to the News
Digest if they choose. To subscribe to the
digest, go to www.gc2008.umc.org/
DailyDigest.
All of the news team’s content will be
accessible at www.gc2008.umc.org/
news beginning April 22. UMNS will not
post news stories April 17-21 as it moves
its operation to Fort Worth.
The news site will be part of the official
General Conference Web site at
http://gc2008.umc.org. That site, managed by United Methodist Communications, offers a range of resources, including
an agenda and logo, as well as stories and
other features. Visitors to the site also will
be able to experience General Conference
through audio and video streaming.

Paradigm

ing to the General Secretaries Table.
■ Reflects success
Bishop Joel Martinez, president of the
United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries, the denomination’s mission
agency, sees the increased numbers as
reflecting successes of mission and evangelism on the African continent.
Yet, how the church will change
remains a mystery, in his opinion. “With
so many new people, we just hope that
everyone feels included, centers on mission, and participates as full members of
the body of Christ,” he said.
Martinez believes African church
expansion could be one outgrowth of two
successful mission programs approved at
the 2004 General Conference.
Over the past four years, health and
relief have been an emphasis for the Board
of Global Ministries. In sub-Saharan
Africa, the board commissioned 11 doctors and nurses as “missionaries of global
health.” In South Africa, it focused on caring for refugees from Zimbabwe. Other
concerns include the plight of the Sudan
and continuing prevalence of malaria in
Africa.
■ Structure inhibits
Forbes Matonga, a member of the
denomination’s Connectional Table from
Zimbabwe, believes the missionary structure of the church often inhibits it from
being truly global in nature.
“We need a new structure, one that
makes our denomination one church
found across the globe,” he said. He hopes
such a structure can be found through the
proposal coming from the Connectional
Table and Council of Bishops.

Continued from page 8
denomination, when the assembly meets
April 23-May 2 in Fort Worth, Texas. The
delegates will see a stronger presence
from the church’s regions in Africa,
Europe and Asia, and they will hear about
the emphasis of the general church’s agencies in those parts of the world.
U.S. jurisdictions and central conferences in Africa, Europe and Asia receive a
certain number of voting delegates, based
on their membership. The total number of
delegates—half lay persons, half clergy—
cannot total more than 1,000. Church
growth globally over the past decade is
shifting General Conference delegate
votes from the jurisdictions to central conferences.
Africa is experiencing the largest effect,
with 186 voting delegates this year, up 94
from 2004. These extra delegates are
transferred from U.S. jurisdiction allotments. If, as expected, Côte d’Ivoire
receives full membership into the denomination this year, another 40 African delegates will give the continent the largest
voting block in the denomination in 2012.
Another sign is the increased emphasis
by the church’s general agencies on Africa
in the past four years. At the 2004 General
Conference, the former General Council
on Ministries reported that the general
agencies had committed $35 million for
mission and ministry through the Holistic
Strategy for Africa for 2005-2008. Now,
as that period draws to an end, the actual
amount is more than three times that projection, exceeding $116 million, accord-
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New Streams
Our
favorite
things
Beth Fender

By Beth Fender
Coordinator of New
Streams

The results are slowly coming in.
Last fall, members of churches throughout the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
completed a congregational survey regarding their practice of spiritual disciplines.
Based on results from three out of the 10
IGRC districts, several disciplines seem to
show up consistently as “favorite” practices – those with the highest number of
responses indicating that people “always”
participate in them.
The practice rated most highly is participation in the Lord’s Supper (or Holy
Communion). This practice, one of John
Wesley’s “acts of piety,” received even
more “always” responses than did worship

attendance, which was the second most
highly rated practice. Perhaps this means
that members of our churches, who may
not attend worship every Sunday, make a
special effort to attend worship on those
Sundays when the Lord’s Supper will be
celebrated. More likely, it means that
whenever our members happen to attend
worship on a Communion Sunday, they
participate in the sacrament.
Either way, the apparent popularity of
Holy Communion raises a question: should
churches who still celebrate the Lord’s
Supper monthly (or even quarterly),
according to tradition, consider offering
the sacrament more frequently?
Many churches are moving in this direction. In the early days of the Methodist
movement, John Wesley encouraged frequent participation in the Lord’s Supper.
According to This Holy Mystery: A United
Methodist Understanding of Holy
Communion, Wesley himself participated
in the sacrament “an average of four to five
times a week.” Wesley considered it “the
duty of every Christian to receive the

Lord’s Supper as often as [s]he can,” as
expressed in his sermon entitled “The Duty
of Constant Communion.”
Possibly the most convincing argument
in favor of offering Holy Communion
more frequently is the fact that people find
it meaningful enough to participate every
time it is offered. Jesus Christ offers us this
special means of grace in which we experience God’s presence in a deeply significant way. By offering it as frequently as
possible, local churches increase the
opportunity for people to grow in their discipleship toward a closer relationship with
God and their neighbor.
Another highly rated practice is daily
prayer. Obviously, as we gather for worship,
we pray together. At times, we are silent as
one person prays on our behalf. At other
times, we join in familiar prayers, such as
The Lord’s Prayer, in unison. And often,
when we gather, we promise to hold others
in prayer during the week as they struggle
with illness, job changes, or the death of a
loved one. Evidently, based on the congregational survey, a significant number of

Transformational discipleship
The Feb-March-April edition of Circuit
Rider magazine develops the theme
“Shaping Our Global Future,” anticipating
the proposal before General Conference to
restructure The United Methodist Church
as a truly global church rather than a U.S.based church that happens to have extensions in other countries around the world.
One of the contributors, Rev. Lyle
Schaller, has a fascinating reason why
United Methodists in the U.S. should support the notion of a global church. His reason? It is a strategy for “transforming
believers into disciples and apostles” (p.
33).
I find his reason compelling. He writes,
“By the year 2000 the UMC was well
down the road to creating horizontal partnerships with other institutional expressions of this denomination on other continents. One expression of these relationships can be seen in the rapidly growing
number of United Methodist congregations

New Orleans
Continued from page 5
overcame me because I was able to help
someone rebuild a little part of their home.
Other times, I was sad to see all the damage and hear the stories of those who were
in New Orleans through Hurricane
Katrina.
While we were working, I realized how
much I have in my life, even though it may
not be much to other people. I have a roof
over my head, a bed to sleep in, clothes to
wear, and food to nourish my body. Most
of all, I have a place to call home. What
more can I ask for?
So many of us cannot go a day without

that have created a continuing partnership
with one or more UM congregations on
other continents. Most of the current traffic
on the road that connects any pair of these
sister churches consists of Americans volunteering to serve a ten-to-twenty day term
working in ministry with fellow Christians
in a sister church on another continent.”
He continues, “From this observer’s perspective, the group experiences of these
short-term volunteer missionary teams has
become the single most effective component of a larger strategy to transform
believers into disciples and apostles.”
A couple of years ago I remember
Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher remarking, “Liberia holds the key to our transformation.” This is precisely what Schaller
is referring to. Our conference-to-conference and district-to-district partnership
with the Liberia Annual Conference is
beginning to transform ordinary churchgoing believers here in Illinois into disciples and apostles. This past Saturday, a
reunion was held at the conference center
in Springfield for two mission teams that

were recently in Liberia. During that experience, Bunny Wolfe, coordinator of missions and outreach, reported that since
2006, more than 60 persons from Illinois
Great Rivers Conference have offered
themselves as short-term missionaries to
Liberia. In the company of these folks, stories of transformation abound, both
Liberian and our own.

luxuries such as television, I-Pods, computers, or cell phones, and yet there are
people who lost their home to Hurricane
Katrina and all they have to call home is a
tent. There was not just a tent here and
there, but there were actually what looked
like little villages of tents.
Another realization I came to on this
trip, was how lucky we were weather wise.
When we are hit with a tornado or thunderstorm it seems like it is the end of the
world, like our life is going to end because
we lost a gutter or we lost some trees in our
yard. Within a week, we clean up and are
back to our normal routines.
The people of New Orleans were hit by
a Hurricane and many have had to com-

“ While we were working, I realized

Mission opportunities, whether in
Liberia or right here in the United States,
can play a significant role in the transformation of believers into disciples. For
more information about how missions can
fit into your church’s intentional plan for
disciple formation, please contact Beth
Fender, Coordinator of New Streams, at
217-529-2611 or bfender@igrc.org. For
more information about how your congregation can get involved in partnership with
our United Methodist brothers and sisters
in Liberia, please contact Bunny Wolfe,
Coordinator of Missions and Outreach, at
217-529-2749, or bwolfe@igrc.org.

how much I have in my life … I have
a roof over my head, a bed to sleep
in, clothes to wear, and food to nourish my body. Most of all, I have a
place to call home. What more can I
ask for?
— Beth Schwierjohn
pletely rebuild, starting with the foundation. If their house was still standing the
whole inside had to be redone because of
water that stood in the buildings for weeks.
Do we really have it as badly as we think?
Next time you find yourself wanting
something, stop and think about if it is
really necessary. Just remember, you do
not have to go to New Orleans to help.

“

By Randy Robinson
LaMoine River District Superintendent

people actually follow through on this
promise, spending time in prayer daily.
Perhaps, as we gather, we could rely on
those who practice the spiritual discipline
of daily prayer to teach the rest of us how
to do that. We could become more intentional about seeking out those “prayer warriors” who can form others in this essential
practice by example and by teaching. We
could study and reflect on various prayer
practices, because not all of us approach
prayer the same way. We could also hold
one another accountable for a daily time of
prayer, because without accountability it
becomes all too easy to allow our hectic
schedules (or even our desire for sleep!) to
crowd out that daily time of conversation
with God.
Participation in the Lord’s Supper,
worship attendance, and a daily prayer
time all form us to receive God’s grace.
When balanced by opportunities to serve
both in the church and in the world, these
means of grace help us to grow as disciples as we seek to love and serve God and
our neighbor.

Five-Day
spiritual
academy
The
Five-Day
Academy for Spiritual
Formation will be held
Aug. 5-10, at the Chiara
Center, 4875 LaVerna
Rd., Springfield.
Total cost for the
academy is $475 which can be paid in full
at registration or by $175 non-refundable
deposit with the registration and two
$150 payments to follow due June 30 and
July 30. Registration deadline is May 30.
Some scholarship help is available. The
enrollment is limited to 30 participants,
but is open to all persons – laity, clergy
and deacons of all denominations. Three
continuing educa-tion credits are available for the 5-Day Academy for a fee of
$15. A form will be available upon arrival
at the Academy.
More information and the registration
brochure are available at http://www.
igrc.org click on Ministries, then click on
5-Day Academy. Contact Christy
Blickensderfer for more information at
217-529-2473 or by e-mail cblickensderfer@igrc.org
Retreat leader is Rev. Jack Swank,
Rochester UMC. Musician is Rev. Patti
Wise, Batestown; Covenant Group
Coordinator is Norene Ball, OSB,
Bloomington; Hospitality/Registration
coordinator is Mary Ann Hedges,
Moweaqua. Rabbi David M. Horowitz
will be the course leader for Hebrew
Spirituality. Dr. E. Glen Hinson will be
course leader for The Psalms in Spiritual
Formation.
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Conference News
Peace with Justice offering May 18
“Did you realize 50 percent of the

some may consider “the lost, the
least and the last.”
Peace with
Another recipient in my conHow would you spend
Justice offering
$55,000? If you ask United will be observed ference is the Wisconsin
Methodism’s General Board
Council of Churches as it
on Sunday,
May 18.
builds a grassroots movement to
of Church and Society, you
might hear an answer like this:
help educate persons about the
“We would teach young people about
possibilities of health-insurance
peace building, aid children living in reform. In my state alone, more than
poverty and promote health-care reform.” 500,000 persons are uninsured, with
During a recent meeting, the board thousands under-insured. Another venapproved 16 grants, exceeding $55,000 ture of my conference’s board of church
and received through the annual Peace and society involved two seminars to
with Justice Special Sunday offerings.
teach youth and adults healthier
Peace with Justice offering will be approaches to conflict, especially recognizing and responding to bullying in our
observed on Sunday, May 18.
Harbor House Crisis Shelter, a health schools.
and welfare ministry in my conference,
Did you realize 50 percent of the Peace
was awarded a $5,000 grant. This mis- with Justice Sunday offering goes for
sion responds to the growing number of projects in the United States and other
homeless mothers and children. The grant countries and half remains in your conis being used for case management, edu- ference for peace-making ministries and
cational materials and community aware- programs? That’s money that stretches
ness—all in an effort to reach out to what across the street and around the world!

Caterpillar
Continued from page 1
equipment, and agreed to continued dialogue.
A model for holy conferencing
Winkler thanked Bias for his role in
opening the dialogue. “Tim is the pastor
to important Caterpillar executives and
graciously arranged meetings between
us,” Winkler said.
Bias said he got involved in brokering
talks between the two parties “because
there was no conversation between
Church and Society and Caterpillar”
prior to the resolution's filing.
“One of the values we hold as United
Methodists is holy conferencing,” Bias
said. “If we are to bring transformation to
the world, we will do so by building trust
and gaining trust with persons whose
views may be different than our own.”
Bias said he hopes that the fruits of the
talks could impact the way delegates talk
with one another at General Conference.
“We don’t bring transformation when we
go toe-to-toe; we do it when we go hand
in hand,” Bias said. “We sit down and
find common ground and in the midst of
the conversation, we find a way to
address the issue together.”
Bias said he believes that the ongoing
talks between Church and Society and
Caterpillar has raised the consciousness
of the issue of peace in the Middle East
and how it is addressed.
“I am very pleased to see the statement
from Caterpillar and to see the positive
fruits of dialogue,” said the Rev. W.
Douglas Mills, executive with the United
Methodist Commission on Christian
Unity and Interreligious Concerns in
New York.
“I want to thank Jim Winkler and the

General Board of Church and Society for
the constructive engagement around this
issue. Jim’s dialogue with Caterpillar has
been and will continue to be challenging
to both The United Methodist Church and
to companies in which we invest church
money.
“By engaging (Caterpillar chief executive) Jim Owen and Caterpillar in this
way, Winkler has helped us underscore
the value our denomination places on our
interreligious relationships coupled with
our commitment to social justice.”
The Caterpillar statement sent to
Winkler said, “Caterpillar’s products are
designed to improve quality of life. ... We
do not condone the illegal or immoral use
of any Caterpillar equipment. ... We
expect our customers to use our products
in environmentally responsible ways and
consistent with human rights and the
requirements of international humanitarian law.”
The statement affirmed the importance
of continuing dialogue between
Caterpillar and The United Methodist
Church. “We are committed to further
conversations and possible philanthropic
activities in Palestinian areas.”
About $5 million of the denomination’s estimated $17 billion pension portfolio is invested in Caterpillar stock.
Social responsibility
The Rev. Steve Sprecher, a director of
the United Methodist Board of Church
and Society, was part of the committee
that led the agency to send the petition to
General Conference. He called divestment “a time-honored policy” within The
United Methodist Church.
“We will report back to the 2012
General Conference on the progress of
our discussions with Caterpillar,” he said.
“Our church believes strongly in corpo-

Peace with Justice Sunday offering goes for projects in the United
States and other countries and
half remains in your conference
for peace-making ministries and
programs? That’s money that
stretches across the street and
around the world!

“

By Rev. Jane Follmer Zekoff”

Thank you for sharing these stories
with your church family and providing an
opportunity for people to support Peace
with Justice programs. May we do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with
God as we all do peace-making ministries.
For more information or Peace With
Justice
Sunday
resources,
visit
www.umcgiving.org
*The Rev. Jane Follmer Zekoff is the
former director of ministry and outreach,
Wisconsin Conference of The United
Methodist Church
rate social responsibility.”
Other churches act
Recently, the Presbyterian Church
USA and the Roman Catholic Dominican
Sisters withdrew their shareholder resolution on human rights to be presented at
Caterpillar’s annual meeting. They withdrew the resolution in exchange for discussions on the use of the company’s
products, in light of Caterpillar’s stated
expectations that customers will use its
products in an environmentally responsible manner and consistent with international humanitarian law and norms.
Caterpillar’s decision to open dialogue
with faith communities is a welcome
development, Winkler said.
The 2004 General Conference passed a
resolution opposing Israeli settlements in
Palestinian land, and the agency has
worked for the past three years to seek
the
implementation
of
General
Conference Resolution 312, “Opposition
to Israeli Settlements in Palestinian
Land.” The United Methodist Church
opposes continued military occupation,
confiscation of Palestinian land, destruction of Palestinian homes and the continued building of illegal Jewish settlements.
“Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land
has continued for more than 40 years,”
Winkler said. “Undeniable misery is
experienced every day by Palestinian
Christians and Muslims. Our church
should not profit from it.”
To read the letter and statement
from Caterpillar, visit:
http://www.igrc.org/getdoc/9160bd8
0-a800-4ba7-b5bb226abe28f808/Letter-from-CAT-ondivestment.aspx
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Golden Cross Sunday
Financial support from the May 11
Golden Cross Sunday offering is critical
for 10 health and welfare agencies within
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
Golden Cross agencies include: the
Baby Fold, Alton Memorial Hospital,
Chaddock, Evenglow Lodge, Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House, Methodist
Medical Center, Sunset Home, United
Methodist Children’s Home, United
Methodist Village and Wesley Village.
Golden Cross gifts may be given
throughout the year and remitted with the
Conference Treasurer. When making a gift,
please indicate the local church which will
receive credit and designate it for Fund
#0024 Golden Cross Sunday offering.
Churches may be considered for Golden
Cross Honor Church if they give at least
$100 total of $1 per member based upon the
last calendar year’s giving report. Honor
churches are awarded in several categories
based upon membership and special awards
are given for extraordinary giving.

Flood bucket list
Continued from page 2
Suggested Shipping Donation $5
• 5 gal. bucket with re-sealable lid
• 1/2 gal. Bleach (do not include if
mailing or shipping commercially to
MMDC)
• Liquid Laundry Detergent - 50 oz.
• Liquid Lysol Cleaner Concentrate 12 oz.
• Antibacterial Dish Soap - 16 oz. to
28 oz.
• Air Freshener - 9 oz.
• Insect Repellent (not killer) - 6 oz. to
9 oz. spray (*Off, Cutter)
• 5 Scouring Pads (not steel wool)
• 1 Scrub Brush
• 18 Cleaning Towels (*Easy Wipe,
reusable)
• Sponges - 7 pack, assorted sizes
• 50 Clothes Pins (snap)
• Clothesline (cotton) aprox. 3/16”
diameter X 100 ft.
• Dust Mask - 5 pack (disposable)
• Latex Gloves - package of 2 pair
(Premier)
• Work Gloves - (Wells Lamont,
Canvas Dot) 1 pair
• Trash Bags- (Glad tie, approx. 30
gallon or larger) (rolled into 2 sets of
12)
Secure product lids. Place all items
in bucket. Sizes are important as all
items must fit in bucket. Put list on
outisde and seal bucket.
If you have any questions, please
contact the MMDC by phone 217-4837911 or by emailing office@midwestmissiondc.org All items may be
shipped to: 1022 New City Road,
Chatham, IL 62629.
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Earthquake
Continued from page 1
meeting favorite, Shall We Gather in the
Basement.
“The beautiful, beautiful basement,
“Yes, we’ll gather in the basement to
honor the na – me of God.”
The Rev. Mike Rucker, pastor of West
Salem UMC, said initial damage reports
showed minimal damage to the church and
parsonage but a more thorough investigation would be made this morning.
Damage was reported to the West Salem
Grade School. A mobile home in Mt.

Deadlines
Continued from page 2
appear elsewhere on this page.
■ Media/Advertising information
The Daily Current will be distributed
each day at the Annual Conference session. On Wednesday, June 4, the June issue
of The Current will be available with information on the annual conference.
Subsequent issues will be published on
June 5, 6 and 7. Persons may purchase

Announcements
Continued from page 3
at Godfrey in 1996. His wife, Margie
Logan, survives. Expressions of sympathy
may be sent to her at 3513 Liberty Ridge
Road, Metropolis, IL 62960-4205.
John Glidden, the husband of Elizabeth
Glidden (a retired Deacon), died April 4.
Elizabeth was a Diaconal Minister in the
former Central Illinois Conference and
served in the CIAC Conference Office, at
Baby Fold, and at Normal Calvary UMC.
She became a Deacon in 1997 and retired
in 1999. Expressions of sympathy may be
sent to Elizabeth at 102 Fairview Ave.,
Bloomington, IL 61701-4209.
Rev. Robert I. Roederer, a retired pastor, died April 3 in Rockford. He began as
a pastor in the Evangelical United
Brethren church, serving in Indiana and
Illinois. He then served United Methodist
churches in the former Central Illinois
Conference, retiring from Manito in
1980. Expressions of sympathy may be
sent to a daughter, Charlotte Roederer,
144 N. Dithridge Street, Pittsburgh, PA
15213.
Frances Tegtmeier, a leading lay
woman at Belleville Union UMC, died
March 30. Frances was a key leader in the
growth of the United Methodist
Ministers’ Pension Fund in the former
Southern Illinois Conference. She was an
investments expert.
Ervin A. Schmidt, a retired pastor,
died March 11 in Texas. He first served in
the Northern Illinois Conference before
transferring here to serve Geneseo Grace
UMC for 21 years. He retired in 1980. A
memorial service in Geneseo will be held
at a later date, to be announced.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to a
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Carmel was knocked off its foundation Candidates
and one business in Edwards County – the
Whistle Stop clothing store in Albion –
sustained some damage. Other reports of
damage tended to be minor as Illinois
State Police said damage reports ranged
from cracks in walls and items falling off
shelves.
The last noticeable earthquake in southeastern Illinois region was felt on Jan. 2,
2006, when a 3.6-magnitude quake started
from an epicenter near Equality. An earthquake in June 2002, with an epicenter in
Posey County, Ind., measured 5.1 and was
felt in southeastern Illinois.
space for a black-and-white ad in the June
4 issue. Payment and copy (text/graphics)
must be received no later than May 9 for
inclusion. Graphics should be submitted as
.jpg with a minimum resolution of 300 dpi.
Send email or requests for additional information to Michele Willson at
mwillson@igrc.org or by calling 217-5293122. The ad rate is $20 per column inch,
$240 for a ¼-page ad or $480 for a ½-page
ad. These ads will also be posted to the
IGRC website.
son, Paul Schmidt, 5903 Andover Drive,
Allen, TX 75002.

Jobs available
Children and youth ministry positions
— Lebanon First UMC in the Mississippi
River District is seeking qualified applicants for their children and youth ministries. Responsibilities include coordination and overview of Nursery, Sunday
school, Children’s Church, Youth group,
once a week after school program, summer
mission trip along with volunteer recruitment, training, program administration and
administrative duties. These duties may be
filled by one individual or split between 2
or more individuals, based on coordination
with applicant(s) and the church. Please
send resumes to: Lebanon First UMC, 603
W. St. Louis Ave., Lebanon, IL 62254.
Deadline is May 2.
Organist and pianist — The Lebanon
First UMC is seeking qualified applicants
for the position(s) or organist and pianist.
Opportunities include two Sunday morning
services, one casual and one traditional,
and accompaniment of choir with
Wednesday night rehearsal. These duties
may be filled by one of more individuals,
based on the qualifications of the applicants. Please call 618-537-6622 for application and further information. Deadline is
May 2.
Director of Music — Galesburg First
UMC is seeking a full-time Director of
Music with a background in both contemporary and traditional sacred music, bells,
instrumental, vocal. Music degree is preferred. Salary commensurate with qualifications. Resume encouraged. Position to
begin during summer. For application or
further information call 309-342-3197.

Continued from page 3
and graces enhance the life of the Church
in the Conference and Indiana Area. Just as
he is a blessing to the Indiana Area, we
believe he will be a blessing to the total
Connection.”
Beard has led the North Indiana
Conference Delegations to two General
Conferences and serves on several connectional boards and agencies, including on
the General Board of Discipleship. He also
serves this year as the president of the
North Indiana Conference’s Cabinet.
Beard, 50, is a native of Blytheville, Ark.
He moved with this family to Elkhart, Ind.
in 1966. Beard was ordained as a probationary clergy member of the North
Indiana Conference in 1982 and as an
Elder in 1985. He has served churches in
Winchester, Ky., Middletown, Ky., and in
Indiana at Anderson New Hope, Kokomo
Beamer, Elkhart Faith as associate pastor,
and Walnut Creek as senior pastor. The
Bishop appointed him to the North Indiana
Cabinet in 2004.
Beard holds degrees from Taylor
University (B.A.) in Upland, Ind., Asbury
Theological Seminary (M.Div. and D.
Min.) in Wilmore, Ky., and Christian
Theological Seminary (M.S.T.) in
Indianapolis.
Jorge Luis Mayorga
Solis
Rev. Mayorga, 53,
has
earned
high
respect, not only within
the
Wisconsin
Conference, but nationally
through
his
denominational work
Jorge Luis
as a member of the
Mayorga Solis Board of Directors of
the General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry, as a facilitator for the National Plan for Hispanic
Ministry and as a consultant to annual conferences establishing Hispanic ministries.
He also teaches at Garrett Evangelical for
the Course of Study.
Elected to General Conference in 2004
and the first clergy elected to the 2008
General Conference, Rev. Mayorga has
served as a District Superintendent since
2004.
“When you experience Jorge, you find a
spiritual leader who loves people into creative mission through the reconciliation
process of listening well and speaking with
authority,” said the Rev. Wesley White.
“Jorge’s leadership results in creation and
communities being transformed.”
Born in Atiquizaya, El Salvador, he and
his wife Rosy have three children and three
grandchildren. In the midst of El
Salvador’s civil war in 1981, the family
moved to the United States. They became
American citizens in 1988.
Raised in a Catholic family, Rev.
Mayorga received Jesus Christ as his Lord
and Savior at the age of 19 and was the first
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in his family to become a Protestant. Now,
two of his other siblings are also United
Methodist pastors.
Wesley S. K. Daniel
A native of Sri
Lanka, he has been in
the United States for 30
years. More than 60
members of his father’s
family live in and
around Colombo, the
capital city of Sri
Wesley S. K.
Lanka.
Daniel
Speaking to the
Iowa delegation, he outlined 10 priorities,
including calling the church back to basics,
addressing “the social ills of our day,” initiating new faith communities, living by
the Wesleyan advice of “in essentials unity,
in non-essentials, liberty, and in all things,
cherity,” developing the leadership of laity
and clergy, having a worldwide awareness
and being culturally relevant.
Daniel currently serves as Central
District superintendent in the Iowa
Conference – a post he has held since
2004. He is also dean of the 2007-2008
Cabinet. He has served previous appointments in Iowa at Ames and Spencer.
Ordained in 1989, Daniel served as a
Program Consultant on the Conference
Council on Ministries, as Director of
Evangelism Ministries and Director of
Evangelism and International Church
Development for the General Board of
Discipleship.
He is a graduate of Iowa Wesleyan
College, Asbury Theological Seminary, the
E. Stanley Jones School of World Mission
and Fuller Theological Seminary with a
doctorate in evangelism and church development.

UMMCU expands
membership
At their February annual meeting in
Bloomington the United Methodist
Ministries Credit Union members
voted to expand their field of membership to include all MEMBERS of local
United Methodist Churches in the state
of Illinois.
The 60+year old credit union which
originally included only clergy members of the Northern and old Central
Illinois conferences has widened its
membership over the years by including employees at the Board of
Pensions
office
in
Evanston,
Conference Agencies, offices, and
local church employees. David Venter,
UMMCU Board Chairperson stated
that “it only seemed natural that the
next group to be included should be
our local church members.”
Interested individuals should contact
the credit union at 309-827-8636 or at
their website: ummcu.com.
Look for more detailed information
in the June issue of The Current.
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Narcissism a challenge to a healthy congregational system
Steinke shares journey of congregations in conflict with Connectional Table
By Paul Black
A certain amount of anxiety is needed in
a healthy congregational system but when
the anxiety runs rampant, it can divide or
even destroy a congregation.
And one of the ways in which conflict is
sown is when narcissistic leaders emerge
from the fray.
Long-time Lutheran pastor and counselor Peter Steinke met with members of
the Connectional Table April 10 to discuss
Growing a Healthy Conference System.
Steinke, the author of such books as
Healthy Congregations: A Systems
Approach; How Your Church Family
Works; and Congregational Leadership in
Anxious Times drew on his years of working with congregations in several denominations that are experiencing conflict.
Steinke’s work is cutting edge in that he
points out that congregations are by their
very nature, “emotional systems.”
Employing systems theory helps one
understand the dynamics people have on
one another when they come together in
congregational settings.
“Local churches are emotions systems;
emotional forces take place each time we
gather,” Steinke noted. “Emotions are
more than just feelings. Emotions are anything autocratic, reflexive, instinctive,
intentional, mindless and quite often,
defensive with the goal of self-preservation.”

Slaughter
Continued from page 16
That message produces a tension, a pastor at a follow-up panel session said,
because service requires facilities.
Slaughter oversees a church with multimillion-dollar structures, noted Roger
Ross, pastor of Springfield First UMC.
But Slaughter responded, “I said ‘minimize’ bricks, not ‘eliminate’ them.”
Over lunch at the church fellowship
hall, he clarified to those at his table that
the Disneyland Model for Ginghamsburg
would have been a phased-in construction
costing $70 million to $100 million.
Instead, the church’s worship space, children’s area, preschool area, offices and
100 acres of land cost, in 1994 dollars,
$5.8 million.
Location of a church should relate to
mission, speakers at the outreach conference said.
Look to world missions, but also look
locally, said Tim Bias, pastor of Peoria
First United Methodist Church, which
remains downtown.
He said his church serves overseas but
not before addressing Peoria needs
through outreach such as a ministry for
HIV-AIDS afflicted people, and it has a
historical commitment to the Walk to

Steinke noted that all emotional systems
encounter anxiety. “Pain becomes a
teacher and can motivate change.
However, protracted anxiety can lead to
paralysis, causing one to be more subject
to lower brain activity and less reliant on
reasoning and thinking.”
Leaders can also add to the anxiety
through their own narcissism. Drawing on
the case studies of 27 congregations he has
counseled. Steinke said 22 of them experienced conflict due to changes instituted by
leadership.
“Clergy were making changes in the system without knowing the change cycle,”
Steinke said. “Many of the changes were
not missionally focused but rather exhibited
personal preferences of the leader. Most
organizations, if a missional reason can be
explained can adapt to change. However,
leaders do a disservice when they make
changes for their own personal preferences.”
Five of the 27 churches faced even more
serious problems of narcissistic leadership.
Steinke identified the following symptoms:
• Grandiose idea of one’s own importance
• A leader who seeks out those with
importance and money
• A leader who retaliates against those
that oppose them, especially where there
is the likelihood the leader will be exposed
– leading to fits of rage
“Narcissism tends to show up in persons
Emmaus renewal program.
“There’s something going on,” he told
the gathering, “and it’s not being sold-out
to institution.”
Healthy attendance numbers can be a
reflection of service, and Pastor Randall
Perry, at Normal Calvary UMC, believes
it to be the case with his congregation.
The congregation believes it already has
outgrown the sanctuary it occupied in
2002, and attendance runs 700 to 800 per
Sunday.
All members are asked to serve in some
way - within the church itself or in communities through missions trips, at Safe
Harbor Shelter, on a Habitat house building and in other ways. The church hasn’t
tabulated the percentage of members who
answer that call, but Perry said he is certain service by laity drives the numbers at
Calvary.
“Authentic church growth is really
based on ministry,” said Perry, during a
break at the conference. “Ministry drives
the growth. We can try to refine what we
do in terms of intentional hospitality. But
it’s understanding what our purpose is and people being excited about that purpose - that is the source of growth.”
Reprinted with permission from the
April 13 issue of the Bloomington
Pantagraph

whose professions are sales, politics,
entertainment and ministry,” he said. “And
some are so good, they wrap all four
things into one.”
Steinke said every leader has some narcissism. “You need a certain amount of
narcissism to survive,” he said. “However,
extreme narcissism affects other individuals in that they are verbally abused if they
stand in the leader’s way and the leader
often polarizes a congregation which pits
those who see the extreme narcissism
against those who don’t.” And unfortunately, extreme narcissism is not curable.
Steinke said a healthy system focuses on
its strengths, its options and its future.
“You can’t grow without a challenge.
One you drop the challenge, conflict
occurs when you reinsert challenge into
the system,” Steinke said. “Healthy leaders reframe problems as opportunities
which leads a system to do more then it
thought it could or did before.”
Steinke said a certain amount of maturity is needed to manage conflict and
growth is directly related to the degree to
which an individual or system can endure
pain.
“Jesus modeled how to deal with anxiety,” Steinke said. “He used ‘I’ statements.
He appealed to people’s God-endowed
ability to think. He told stories that connected the cognitive and the emotional.
He offered the ultimate answer to anxiety,
found in His salvation and His grace.”
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Triggers for
congregational anxiety

Anxious reactive people act like a
virus. Anxious persons never learn from
experience and they repeat their behavior
because they have little ability to selfregulate themselves.
Nationally-known author Peter Steinke
says that five or six of the following triggers occur serially or regularly. “How we
deal with anxiety is the problem.”
• Money – too much, too little, how to
allocate it
• Sex and sexuality
• Pastor’s leadership style – laity wants
the pastor to do more than preach and
administer the sacraments
• Lay leadership style
• Growth survival – 85 percent of congregations in the United States have
plateaued or are in decline
• Internal/external – “Why should we
send all that money to the conference?
We know better how to spend it at home.”
Worship – is it for those who are already
there or a place to invite new persons into
a journey?
• Major trauma or transition – church
fire, death in church leadership, suicide
or founding pastor leaves
• Harm to a child/death to a child
• Building space/territory/construction
• Staff conflict/staff resignation
• Old/new – any type of change from
worship to how things are done
• Gap between the ideal and real – “I
thought this was….now I see…”
• Lack of respect for boundaries

Correction
In the news story on the assistants for Preachers Aid Society,
Rev. Sam Totten was misidentified. The Current regrets the error.

Return to Pimiteoui Pow Wow May 31-June 1
The 17th Annual Return to Pimiteoui
Pow Wow will be held May 31 and June 1,
at W.H. Sommer Park, on Koerner Rd. (off
Rt. 150 west of the Shoppes of Grand
Prairie) in Peoria.
Hours for the event are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
May 31 and 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. June 1.
For more information, contact www.peoriapowwow.org or call 309-691-8423. Seven
Circles Heritage Center is one of the event
sponsors.
The Pow Wow is a gathering of Native
and non-Native Americans from all over
the country to sing, dance, and share each
other’s company. This is a family-centered
event with free, ample parking and handicap accessibility.
The large cultural center offers hands on

activities for children and adults such as
corn grinding, beading, finger weaving and
working with clay. Storytelling and educational exhibits including specialists on
plants, herbs, salves and gourds will also be
featured. Artists from around the country
will demonstrate Native American arts
such as bow making, carving, flintknapping, flutes and beading.
There will be a primitive camp that
depicts a living history of the 1600’s
including tipis. Traders will be selling silverwork, jewelry, books, music, arts and
crafts. Food vendors will be selling fry
bread, corn dogs, hot dogs, and soft drinks.
Central Illinois is fortunate to have dedicated drum groups, Spirit of the Rainbow and
Eagle Ridge, performing.

Red Bird speakers available
Trained speaker for the Red Bird
Missionary Conference are available within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference to
make presentations and interpret Red
Bird’s mission to church groups.
The presentations are provided free of

charge.
For information or to schedule a presenter for an event, contact Dr. and Mrs.
Gerald Ellis at 618-22-7542 or Dr. Ruth
Wiertzema, Red Bird’s Conference
Council Director at 605-598-5915, ext. 25.
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Camp memories sought
Editor, The Current:
I am, a United Methodist Missionary to
Costa Rica. (You can check out that I really am who I say I am at GBGM-UMC.org,
under missionary biographies.) I grew up
in Belleville, , where my family was active
in Union Methodist Church.
Recently, I have begun to try to pull
together a project of memories of a Junior
High Inter-Racial Camp, an annual activity
from the 1950s and 1960s at Little Grassy,
near Carbondale. Rev. Gale Hines and Rev.
John Tunstall were co-directors. Among
the counselors were Revs. David Hines,
Ivan and Bill Lirely, and Miley Palmer, as
well as Janet Kuhlman Palmer, Joyce
Kuhlman Dintelman, Dorothy Gerkhin,
and my parents, Bob and Elaine
Woodward.
It seems to me, looking back, that this
was an important witness and ministry,
considering the historical time and context,
and it is a story that needs to be preserved
and told. Why and how did this camping
experience get organized? How has it
shaped the lives of others who participated? Whatever happened to Gwendolyn,
Gretchen,
Twyla,
Latanya,
Sue,
Cindy, John and so many others? What did
this experience mean to each of us?
We need to gather the stories, testimonies and memories as a witness to an
experience in Christian love and understanding that should honor those who had
the courage and vision to make it a reality.
I have posted my own memories on my
personal web page (http://www.momoti-

United Methodists not
much different from earlier
times
Editor, The Current:
I write this letter in response to Mr.
Charles Crowder, Flora, IL and his call for
revival in our church (April 2008
Current). I find little in Mr. Crowder’s
statements that were accurate concerning
the faculty or administration of our universities or leaders of our church. As a
minister of a three-point charge in
Southern Illinois, a former member of a
United Methodist Church in Springfield
and a recent graduate of Garrett
Evangelical Theological Seminary, a
United Methodist institution, I find our
Church and its institutions to be totally
recognizable as a Christian community
(please note: NOT an organization).
In actuality we are not all that different
from the earliest members of the
Methodist Societies that John and Charles
Wesley began in England. We disagree
over many issues, just as they did. I find
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Christian Conversation
General Conference: a time of connection

dae.net/_attachments/3287219/Little_Gras
sy.pdf), and would be happy to add other
contributions while, at the same time,
exploring how to build a group that can
work cooperatively to gather and preserve
these memories. Maybe we could even
have a reunion!
If you know of anyone who can help me
make contact with campers and counselors from the Little Grassy Junior-high
Inter-racial camps, I would be extremely
grateful.
Janet May

No mention of Easter
Editor, The Current:
This morning, I am embarrassed to be a
member of a United Methodist church in
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
While as a staff writer for UMCOR I
certainly appreciate the nearly immediate
coverage of the planned outreach to those
affected by flooding in southern Illinois, I
am deeply embarrassed that the Lenten and
Easter seasons came and went without one
mention on the IGRC web site.
What could possibly be more important
than acknowledging and celebrating the
very day that makes us who we are? If we
are not an Easter people, what possible reason do we have to exist? If the public face
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
cannot demonstrate the proper priorities,
how can we survive in this world?
Susan Meister
Domestic
Disaster
Response
Correspondent, UMCOR, former IGRC
Dir. of Communications

it interesting that so many people in the
Confessing Movement call for a return to
our Wesleyan roots. If we in fact did
return to our Wesleyan roots Mr. Crowder
and others would have no voice in the
operation of The Church at all, since Mr.
Wesley did not approve of laity having
any voice in the operation of the movement!
Mr. Crowder also calls for a return to
our founding creed.
The United
Methodist Church does not have a “founding creed” other than the creeds of the earliest Church, the Apostle’s Creed and the
Nicene Creed, both of which may be
found in our Hymnal. What is the creed of
The United Methodist Church? In 1908
the Methodist Episcopal Church developed a Social Creed. “The Methodist
Social Creed originated...to express
Methodism’s outrage over the lives of the
millions of workers in factories, mines,
mills, tenements and company towns....
Not a bad thing surely since through the
organization of workers in factories,
mines, and mills the working class became

FORT WORTH— When Bishop Sharon Brown
Christopher delivers the Episcopal Address at the United
Methodist General Conference in Fort Worth on April 24, it
will be a much different experience than when the first formal Episcopal Address was presented in 1812. It will, in
fact, be the first of its kind.
This year’s Episcopal Address will be a multimedia production incorporating video, photos, music, and stories of
those whose lives have been transformed through Jesus
Christ. As a part of the address, Holy Communion will be
served to more than 4,000 people gathered at General
Conference. The entire event will be made available live
Bishop Christopher
via streaming video at www.gc2008.umc.org.
Bishop Christopher’s address will be be streamed live on Thursday, March 24,
beginning at 8 a.m.
The address will outline the seven vision pathways of the Council of Bishops –
pathways that are affecting change in the church and the introduction of the four
areas of focus by the General church agencies – building on the vision pathways, creating an umbrella for the General Conference’s work.
“This will not be a lecture about the church,” said Bishop Christopher, who leads
the church’s Illinois Episcopal Area. “Rather it is our hope as a Council of Bishops
to create for the General Conference and for the whole United Methodist Church an
experience of hope. That is our prayer; that is our goal.”
Titled The Future With Hope, Christopher says the 55-minute address is the
Council of Bishops’ prayer for The United Methodist Church and the world. “I have
never been more hopeful for the church than I am now,” Christopher told participants
at the Pre-General Conference news briefing in January.
“As I have listened to the world on behalf of the Council of Bishops, I hear a deep,
deep yearning for hope in our human family around the world.
“People wonder how in the world we as human family, with all our differences and
diversity, can live together as one family. We, as the Church of Jesus Christ, have a
response to that question. It is life in Jesus Christ that binds us together, that connects
us and helps us to live in that hope.
“We as the church offer the Bread of Life to those who are hungry for hope. We
offer connection in a disconnected world.
“The Council of Bishops believes this is a moment in which we as the church need
to rise to the occasion. To be those that feed those that hunger for hope. It is time for
us to rise above ourselves for God’s sake and for the sake of our world and join
together in our common mission so that our world may be a new world as God would
have it be.
“We as the church are called to be disciple makers and disciple actors so that
deep yearning in the human family can in fact be fed with and through the body
of Christ.”
the backbone of America.
Early
Methodists expressed their opposition to
the slave trade, to smuggling, and to the
cruel treatment of prisoners. Proponents
of the Social Creed came up with a “list of
11 social reforms the group believed the
church should champion, including the
abolition of child labor and an end to the
sweatshop system.” (Interpreter, April
1988) Once again surely Mr. Crowder
cannot say that it was improper for the
Church to work for the ending of child
labor and sweat shops! The Social Creed
was continually expanded and revised
until, in 1972, it was completely
redesigned and renamed the Social
Principles and can be found in our Book of
Discipline. Currently our Social Creed is
being re-written to reflect the global
nature of our denomination.
As a community we are an odd mix of
both liberal, moderate and conservative
ideas concerning polity and interpretation
of Scripture. We, just as Mr. Wesley, live
in a world filled with individual sin and
“large-scale systems of wickedness that

oppose God’s will” As a community we
do our very best to make disciples for
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. We take very seriously Mr.
Wesley’s statement that “the world is our
parish.” We take even more seriously the
statement of our Lord and Savior, that our
neighbor is our brother and sister, and we
are to love them.
In a letter to Rev. Dr. Rutherforth, 1768,
Wesley wrote, “It is a fundamental principle within us [Methodists] that to
renounce reason is to renounce religion,
that religion and reason go hand in hand,
and that all irrational religion is false religion.” (John Wesley: Holiness of Heart
and Life, Charles Yrigoyen, Jr., 1996).
In the upcoming General Conference of
our Church and our Annual Conference in
June I pray that reason will prevail and
that we will remember the Three Simple
Rules: do no harm, do good, and stay in
love with God.
Your Sister in Christ,
Rev. Julie Smith
Simpson, IL
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Conference News
Slaughter insists attendance figures are not what counts
For a time, Pastor Mike Slaughter was
sold on the mega-church model.
A plan was diagrammed and groundbreaking neared for a new Ginghamsburg
Church in Ohio, with a $10 million to $20
million sanctuary for a United Methodist
congregation that he had inherited with 70
members and led to 2,800 in weekly attendance.
He said he felt spiritually unsettled and
that he heeded his internal alarm.
Flipping a diagram onto a screen overhead, he told Methodist ministers and lay
leaders from across Illinois that the plan is
now referred to as the Disneyland Model.
The ratcheted-down version for the
campus has multi-use areas and plain construction. He has to preach five services to
accommodate the numbers.
That’s a victory, not a mistake, to
Slaughter, who now rejects a church
model that emphasizes attendance. His
church’s model is one of simplicity, discipleship and mission service.
He said, emphatically, “I’d rather have
40 people in my church who were serious
about the Gospel than baby-sit 1,000.”
Slaughter was a conference keynote
speaker, providing inspiration and insight
to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of
the United Methodist Church as it assesses its effectiveness in serving God, community and the world. Wesley United
Methodist Church in Bloomington hosted
the event, on April 2.
Attendance has been slipping across the
American portion of the denomination and
within the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, a division of the church based
in Springfield and spanning from
Kankakee to Cairo. The clergy is aging
with its congregations.
Slaughter is a star within the denomination and outside of it, for his success in
mobilizing people for causes, such as

Mike Slaughter shares his experiences at
an April 2 outreach event at Bloomington
Wesley.
relief to the genocide-threatened region of
Darfur, Sudan, and for renewing dying
congregations. But at the podium, he
emphasized that numbers in the pew are
not his concern.
The title of the conference was Leading
Your Church Out of Yourself and Into the
World. Slaughter said his church’s mission
- and what should be every church’s mission - is being “the hands and feet of
Jesus,” intent on bringing Heaven into the
world instead of obsessing over getting
people into heaven and motivating people
to live the gospel through service rather
than just professing it.
At Ginghamsburg, anyone can attend
and Communion is open, but the church
doesn’t accept people as members unless
they take classes on the basics of the faith,
commit to tithe their earnings and commit
to serve.
Some people leave. But more fill their
spots, to the point that his church members
are expected to leave after a time to infuse
energy into other Methodist churches.
He told the gathering: “It’s not the
music, it’s not the facilities, it’s not the
preaching - although challenge is awfully

All photos by Paul Black

By Steve Arney
Bloomington Pantagraph

Kyle Yarbrough and Mike Nichols lend their musical talents in the April 2 evening worship service at Bloomington Wesley.
important.”
chase numbers, but the church nonetheless
It’s also not the affluence of location.
had a tradition of service under his leaderGinghamsburg is in an economically ship.
depressed, declining community outside
At the approach of Christmas in 1981,
Dayton, but the church now draws 4,400 when the church had a $32,000 budget, he
adults weekly for service. It also embraces challenged the congregation to “quit actalternatives to conventional church. ing like it’s your birthday.” Everyone was
Currently:
asked to take the amount of planned
Six affiliated house churches, with Christmas spending on themselves and
trained but unpaid lay leaders, gather for match it with famine relief for Ethiopia.
meals, fellowship, worship, Communion The congregation gave $18,000.
and a message. The cost to Ginghamsburg
Now, Christmas at Ginghamsburg, in
is $1.98 a week - the cost to burn a DVD celebration of Jesus’ birthday, looks to the
of the pastor’s message for viewing during Darfur region of Sudan, where villagers
the house-church service.
and refugees are under genocidal attack.
Six cafe churches worship in small,
Compare the capital budgets to the misnonresidential spaces, including a small sions budget, the pastor told the gathering.
country church transformed into a 54-seat
Facilities, staffing, maintenance, utilicafe, also requiring a $1.98 DVD for the ties, vehicles - the entire capital budget church message.
totals $800,000 at his church. In addition
Ginghamsburg is three years into a to projects of food, clothing, free counselSaturday night service solely for people in ing, a car ministry and spiritual aid to the
recovery programs; 350 come, and they local community, Ginghamsburg in 2007
don’t want to end the service at the desig- gave more than $1 million for schooling,
nated time of 8:30 p.m.
craft-teaching and supplies for Darfur.
The mega-church Methodist pastor talks
“Minimize the bricks,” Slaughter
about these smaller gatherings with exu- emphasized.
berance. He confessed that he used to
See Slaughter on page 14 …

Kumler Neighborhood Ministries moving services to former Trinity church
By Pete Sherman
Springfield Journal-Register
SPRINGFIELD – Kumler Neighborhood Ministries is moving its food pantry,
clothing and indigent pharmaceutical ministries to the former Trinity UMC, 303 N.
Grand Ave. in Springfield.
The move, still in progress, was made
possible after Northside UMC in
Grandview – formed when Trinity and
Wesley UMCs merged in 2007 – donated
the former Trinity building to Kumler.
Kumler was planning to expand its current facility at Kumler UMC at Fifth and
Carpenter streets when Northside made the
offer, said Kumler’s directing pastor, the
Rev. Sylvester Weatherall.

Weatherall said Kumler was expecting
to spend up to $1 million on the expansion.
He said Kumler can now use that money
for its ministries.
Representatives of all the churches gathered April 4 to announce the donation.
Technically, Kumler paid $1 for the Trinity
church. But Trinity then donated the $1 to
Kumler.
“We had the space and Kumler had the
means,” said Northside UMC pastor Rev.
Kathy Lossau.
The church had considered selling the
building, Lossau said. But despite being
approached by various groups, including
one very interested in helping homeless
veterans, it decided to give the former
church to Kumler, with which it has had a

long relationship.
Trinity’s furniture and supplies are also
being given away, locally and to churches
throughout the world. Its hymnals went to
Liberia.
Coinciding with the move, Kumler
Neighborhood Ministries is being renamed
Kumler Outreach Ministries as a way of
saying the ministry is broadening its services.
Kumler will still have to spend a little bit
of money – at least $100,000 – to remodel
Trinity, according to Vicki Hammond, a
trustee of both Northside and Kumler
churches and a former Trinity church
member.
Hammond said Trinity dates back to
1892, to a house on Osburn Avenue. It

moved to North Grand in the early 1900’s.
It initially was affiliated with the United
Brethren Chruch, then with the
Evangelical United Brethren. In 1968, that
denomination merged with the Methodist
Church to become The United Methodist
Church.
Weatherall said Kumler will keep its
Carpenter Street site, which dates back to
the 1880’s and where it will continue to
host its Tuesday night dinner for the homeless. The church also intends to use that
building for new ministries yet to be determined.
Reprinted with permission from the
April 4 issue of the Springfield State
Journal-Register.

