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Members of the IGRC Staff along with members
of the IGRC Cabinet accepted an invitation from
Bishop Frank J. Beard to participate in a Day
of Service Thursday at the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center.
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ELSAH, ILLINOIS

http://www.escapetoelsah.com/
This two-night retreat will be with Bob and Christy
Phillips. It will start with dinner on Thursday evening
and conclude with lunch on Saturday.
Space is limited and registration ends February 8.
A total of 10 rooms have been blocked at two of the
Bed & Breakfasts in town which includes breakfast
and afternoon snacks. This retreat is designed for
couples to attend together, however, if your spouse
SPONSORED
can’t make it, please register and let us know if you
SPONSORED
are willing to share a room (it may save you some
money if there is another willing to share). Cost per
room is $130, for which you receive: two nights at a B&B, all meals, a marriage
refresher, and a good amount of get-away time built into the retreat.

Communications Team
Leader: Paul E. Black
Team members: Kim Halusan, Michele Willson

Send materials to:
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org, website www.igrc.org
Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL, and
additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers Conference, P.O.
Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

UMRC

UNITED MEDIA
RESOURCE CENTER
A New Year with New Possibilities!
Resources available to borrow from the UMRC
DVDS:
#102170 By Signs and Wonders: How the Holy Spirit Grows the Church
– DVD and book
#107091 Get Their Name: Grow Your Church by Building New
Relationships – DVD, a coordinator's guide, participant
workbook, book, and workbook for book
#109049 Increasing Active Engagement – DVD and CD-ROM
#110055 Just Say Yes! Unleashing People for Ministry – DVD, leader's
guide, participant guide, and book
BOOKS:
#817101 Fresh Expressions: A New Kind of Methodist Church for
People Not in Church (Kenneth Carter Jr. and Audrey Warren)
#817201 Garden Resonates: A Gospel Emerging Generations Can
Believe In (Chris Folmsbee)
#817140 Growing Young: Six Essential Strategies to Help Young
People Discover and Love Your Church (Kara Powell,
Jake Mulder, Brad Griffin)
#817104 Revival Rising: Preparing for the Next Great Wave of
Awakening (Mark Nysewander)
# 817229 Roadmap to Renewal: Rediscovering the Church's Mission
-- Revised Edition with Study Guide (Douglas Ruffle)
Note: The UMRC is closed Dec. 16 – Jan. 1.
The United Media Resource Center has resources for winter classes!
Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access bibliographies and the online catalog.

For questions or to make resource suggestions,
contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.
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Yoked with Jesus in 2018
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of
his government and peace there will be no end.” (Isaiah
9:6-7a NIV)

Bishop Frank Beard

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard announces the
following:
Gary Blilliot, retired local pastor to Energy, Cache River
District, ¼ time, effective Nov. 26.
R. David Reynolds, retired elder to Dahlgren-Macedonia,
Cache River District, ¼ time, effective Feb. 3.

Supply not appointed
Nick Roberts to Greater West Frankfort Parish, Cache
River District, ¼ time, effective Jan. 1, 2018. y served: Big
Prairie Charge, Cache River District
Darla Holden to Danville Farmer’s Chapel, Iroquois
River District, ¾ time, effective Dec. 1. This is her first
assignment in IGRC.
James Kevin Little to Danville First-Bowman Ave.,
Iroquois River District, ¾ time, effective Dec. 1. This is his
first assignment in IGRC.

Charge realignments
Elizabeth Reis to Onarga-Piper City-Melvin, Iroquois
River District, effective Dec. 1. Melvin becomes part of a
new charge with Onarga-Piper City.

Change of status
David Estep, retired elder, discontinuation of
appointment, Cache River District, effective Nov. 15,
2017.
Sandra Onken, discontuination of supply assignment,
Iroquois River District, effective Oct. 12.

The glorious news of Christmas is that we have a
Savior that is the sovereign head over all. The light of
the world has pierced the darkness and we have hope
that his reign ushers in a new realm of possibility.
We celebrate the hope, peace, joy and love that
accompany his arrival. We recognize that he is much
more than a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes lying
in a manger. He really is “God with us!”
Christmas reminds me that the responsibility
for maintaining “government” does not belong to me.
As a leader, sometimes I forget the “government” is
shouldered by Christ. I am yoked with Christ, but
not as a co-supporter. Being yoked with Christ does
not mean that I am there to help Jesus shoulder the
workload. I am yoked to Christ so that I can learn
from him. The real proof of discipleship occurs when
we put into practice the things we have learned from
Christ.
In the infant stages of the early church some
folks were looking for the dynamic that caused such
a radical change in the early believers. What caused
these unschooled, ordinary men and women to show
boldness and courage in the face of adversity? The
ones raising the questions summed up the difference
in Acts 4:13, “… they took note that they had been
with Jesus.”
The New Year is upon us. As we prepare to
celebrate and welcome another year, with all of it’s
potential, I find myself being challenged, “do folks
know that I have been with Jesus?” Has the advent of
Christ reshaped and changed me in such a manner
that I have become an expression and an extension of
his government?
One of the exciting things about the Christmas
season and the beginning of a new year is the
reminder that we can begin again. Starting over
and making mid-course corrections is an essential
part of our faith journey. Those that fail to take

spiritual inventory or employ a systematic method
for spiritual self-examination that poses the question,
“do folks know that I have been with Jesus?” are often
lulled into a position of false security. The Apostle
Paul encourages others to only follow him as he
follows Christ.
My hope is to be a disciple that learns and uses
the lessons gleaned from Jesus to make a difference
in 2018. Our denomination and our world need
a fresh dose of the hope, peace, joy and love that
accompanied the arrival of Emmanuel. My personal
goal for 2018 is to lift-up Jesus in such a way that
folks are once again attracted to him and to the way
of life that he offers.
My prayer for the IGRC is that God will deepen
our walk with Jesus and allow us to make a greater
difference in 2018. The government of Christ has no
end. His rule and reign know no bounds. The good
news is that he offers grace and peace to all. Let us
do all that we can to become conduits of the love and
grace of Jesus Christ that we are called to be in this
New Year.
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God Bless,
Bishop Beard

Bishop Beard’s Preaching Schedule
JANUARY 2018
Jan. 6 – Springfield First UMC, Sangamon River District, 5:30 p.m.
worship
Jan. 7 – Springfield First UMC, Sangamon River District,
9 and 10:30 a.m. worship
Jan. 12 – Fairview Heights Christ, Mississippi River District,
Martin Luther King, Jr. Service, 7 p.m.
Jan. 21 – Hudson UMC, Vermilion River District, 9 a.m. worship
FEBRUARY 2018
Feb. 4

– Forsyth UMC, Sangamon River District, 9:30 a.m. worship

Feb. 11 – Havana First UMC, LaMoine River District, 10:30 a.m. worship
Feb. 25 – Maroa UMC, Sangamon River District, 10:10 a.m. worship

Interim director of administrative services named
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard and the
Conference Council on Finance and Administration have
announced that Rick King has been named as the interim
director of administrative services and conference treasurer,
effective Jan. 1.
King, who serves as the Chief Financial Officer of the General
Council on Finance and Administration, will be assisted by
Elizabeth Redding who also works for GCFA as the Director
of Treasury and Investment Management.
As the Chief Financial Officer for GCFA, King has oversight
into the GCFA budget and general oversight in GCFA's role

in the development of the quadrennial budget for The United
Methodist Church. Redding’s department at GCFA provides
accounting and payroll functions for some of the general
agencies and support of all general agencies for employee
health insurance benefits, insurance reporting, and management of employee flexible spending accounts.
King and Redding were on-site Dec. 12-13 to plan for a
smooth transition. They greeted conference staff and they
were introduced at the Conference Center.
With the application deadline of Dec. 4 past, applicants and
their submissions are being screened. It is anticipated that interviews will be conducted in early 2018 with a final selection
made thereafter.

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR BISHOP’S WESLEYAN HERITAGE TRIP
SPRINGFIELD – Join Bishop Frank Beard and the 2017
and 2018 Ordination classes from the IGRC for a trip to
the birthplace of Methodism Oct. 23-31, 2018. You don't
want to miss this golden opportunity to experience and
enjoy England.
Get a chance to learn and laugh with the Bishop as we
explore our historical roots and retrace the life and legacy
of the Wesley family and other significant contributors to
the development of the Methodist movement. Travel to
Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London and several charming

England villages as we explore our Wesleyan heritage.
This all-inclusive trip begins in either St. Louis, Indianapolis,
or Chicago. The tour includes roundtrip international
airfare, first class hotel accommodations, daily breakfast
buffet, dinner, deluxe motor-coach transportation, guided
tours and sightseeing.
Travel with members from your church, small group, clergy
covenant group, or come on your own. You will not regret
this experience. The basic tour cost is $3,598.

Churches may want to consider blessing their pastor with
this special opportunity to walk where Wesley walked.
Participants are sure to be inspired and blessed.
Early registration has started and discounts are now
available. Post-Tour extensions are available in London or
in Ireland.
Contact Educational Opportunities by email or call 1-800247-0017. Mention Tour HE18 for Bishop Beard's tour.
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Clergy Mentor Training

SPRINGFIELD – The last two Clergy Mentor
sessions will be at Pontiac First UMC Jan. 11 and
at Galesburg First UMC Jan. 16. Both training
sessions are from 9 a.m. to noon.
Registration is available online at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/mentortraining
Clergy Mentors work with Local Pastors who
have not completed the Course of Study and
Provisional Members. This support during the
first few years of appointive ministry is essential
for the formation of our pastors.

new ideas and fellowship with other children's
ministry leaders?
Workshop leaders include Kim Stuby, Minister
of Mission Expansion at East Bay; Rev. Jennie
Edwards Bertrand, pastor of Bloomington Hope
UMC and Director of the Wesley Foundation
at Illinois State University; and Rev. Beth Fender,
IGRC Coordinator of Discipleship and New
Streams.
Read more for schedule and registration link by
visiting: http://www.igrc.org/cef_children (there
is an underscore between cef and children).

Local Pastors who have completed the Course
of Study, Associate Members, and Full Member
Elders and Deacons are eligible to be trained
and assigned as Clergy Mentors.

Safe Sanctuaries workshop

There is no cost to participants, but registration
is required.

The workshop is designed for churches seeking
to develop or update a Safe Sanctuaries policy
or looking for training for leaders in ministry
with children, youth, or vulnerable adults. Topics
to be covered include what to include in a
policy, how to report suspected child or elder
abuse, and best practices for participation in a
congregation by a registered sex offender.

StepUP welcoming workshop

SPRINGFIELD – Join Mike Crawford and
Peggy Hisey for this workshop as they share
practical and relevant steps to not only welcome
guests, but to help connect them to the life of
Christ through your church. We will help you
create on-ramps for those newly attending and
newly engaged guests. Bring 4-5 relationallyminded team members (+ pastor) who are
called and passionate about welcoming and connecting guests. If you have any questions, please
contact Peggy Hisey at phisey@igrc.org
The workshop will be Jan. 13 at East Peoria First
from 9 a.m. to noon and the Jan. 27 workshop
will be at Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC
from 1 to 4 p.m.
Register for the East Peoria First workshop at:
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/StepUPWelcomeJan132018EastPeoria
Register for the Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity
workshop at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
StepUPWelcomeJan272018MtVernon

Understanding Islam

ALTON – Alton Main Street UMC will host a
four-week series on Understanding Islam. Sessions will be on Thursdays at 7 p.m.
• Jan.18 - Islam 101 - including what is Islam
and what are its tenets, what are the
principal themes of the Quran, what are
the various sects within Islam and how
are they different? The presenter will be a
knowledgeable person who is Muslim.
• Jan. 25 - Radicalizing Islam - how and why
do people become radicalized and what
can anyone do to address radicalization?
• Feb. 1 - The Palestinian Question - this
section will present arguments for and
against a separate Palestinian country, and
discuss the ramifications
• Feb. 8 - "Why can't we just get along" will address the topic which applies to all
religions - what prevents humankind from
accepting and working with one another
across all cultures and religions?
Large groups of 10 or more are asked to notify
the church by calling 618-462-2495.

Children’s Ministry
Leaders’ Retreat

HUDSON – Are you engaged in ministry
with children? Are you looking for time away,

KANKAKEE – A Safe Sanctuaries “best practices” workshop will be held at Kankakee Asbury
UMC on Saturday, January 27, 9 a.m. to noon.

Presenters will be Rev. Alberto Ramirez, IGRC
Safe Sanctuaries Resource Team member and
pastor at Momence, Grant Park, and Nueva
Jerusalem UMCs, and Rev. Beth Fender, IGRC
Coordinator of Discipleship and New Streams.
This FREE workshop is supported by your
apportionment giving. Registration is appreciated
to ensure sufficient seating and materials for all.
Please visit https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/SafeSanctuaries-KankakeeAsbury to register by Jan.
26.

Covenant Keepers 2018

O’FALLON – Online registration is underway
for Covenant Keepers 2018 at the Regency
Conference Center in O'Fallon. The Revs. Rudy
and Juanita Rasmus will be the keynote speakers
with the praise band from Christ Church in
Fairview Heights leading the worship.
Register online by visiting: www.igrc.org/ck2018
by Jan. 19.

Opening to God: A Retreat

HUDSON – Registration is underway for
Opening to God: A Retreat, a spiritual disciplines
retreat Feb. 2-3 at East Bay Camp.
The purpose of the retreat is to provide an
immersion experience to help lay and clergy
explore spiritual disciplines they may have never
tried before and/or about which they wish to
know more. It will be planned so that a large
group of people can participate with a number
of different leaders.
Each small group session will be 1 1/2 hours
long with a 45-minute presentation, 30 minute
self-directed "practice" time on the discipline
followed by 15 minutes of sharing and feedback.
Exact timing is flexible as long as all three parts
are included. Four small group sessions are
scheduled during the retreat. In addition, there
will be a one-hour presentation period on topics
for which it isn't possible to do "practice" time.
Cost is $75 for those staying at East Bay, $50 for
commuters.
Download a brochure or register online by
visiting: http://www.igrc.org/calendardetail/9833155

Sexual Ethics Training

SPRINGFIELD – The mandatory quadrennial
sexual ethics training will be held at three sites
across the conference Feb. 6-8. Each training will
be from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Sites for the training are: Feb. 6 at Mt. Vernon
West Salem Trinity UMC; Feb. 7 at Springfield
First UMC; and Feb. 8 at Peoria First UMC.
This training is required for persons who are
appointed or assigned to a local church.
Register online by Feb. 1 at: www.igrc.org/sexualethics.

Renovate Conference

EAST MOLINE – Renovate is a two-day
discipleship event for students in sixth through
12th grades hosted by Harvest Ministry at East
Moline Christ UMC.
For more information, contact Tim Price at
618-667-6241 or visit the Renovate Conference
page at: http://www.harvestconferences.org/
renovate

UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat

CHATHAM – The United Methodist Women's
Spiritual Growth Retreat will be at Chatham
UMC Feb. 23-24 from 6:30 p.m. Friday to 3 p.m.
Saturday.
The theme for the retreat will be Healing,
Laughter and Prayer. Keynote speaker will be Rev.
Sylvester Weatherall, Sangamon River District
Superintendent.
Registration deadline is Jan. 19.
Download the registration form at: http://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/02ab84cd1db8-4628-8e00-255a3f5c9a54.pdf

Fire Up Conference

TROY – Harvest Ministry Team, in conjunction with Troy UMC, will host the 2018 Fire-Up
Conference Feb. 23-25.

Pastors and spouses likewise need spiritual and
emotional replenishment but find the demands
of job and family often make it impossible to
take extended time away to regroup.
Couples in any season of life are welcome,
whether fresh in ministry or not-so-fresh. Clergy
whose spouses cannot attend due to work or
other commitments are encouraged to attend
also; you may be asked to share a room with a
colleague in the same situation.
Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/marriageretreat prior to Feb. 8.

The Light Kids Conference

TROY – Harvest Ministry Team is hosting the
Light Kids Conference for kids first through fifth
grades hosted by Harvest Ministry Team. Identical conferences will be held at three sites on
three different dates:
• March 3 – Washington Crossroads UMC
• March 10 – Marion Aldersgate UMC
• March 24 – Troy UMC
Each session begins at 9 a.m. and concludes
at 2 p.m.
For more information, visit the Kids Conference
page at: http://www.kidsconference.org/

Mission Day at Cunningham

URBANA – Cunningham Children’s Home will
host its annual Mission Day on Saturday, March
10, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Mission Day offers a first-hand look at the
mission and exemplary programs offered at
Cunningham. Participants learn what happens
daily to help the vulnerable and hurting youth
that Cunningham serves, the importance of
faith for healing, the involvement of United
Methodists in Cunningham’s mission, and how
to put their prayers, presence, gifts, and service
into action.

Download and complete the and mail it to
Tom Richter of Queens, N.Y. will be the event
Cunningham, along with $5 per person, no later
speaker with Harvest leading worship and music. than Wednesday, Feb. 28. Adult leaders of your
For more information, call 618-541-8291 or visit class/group are encouraged to attend.
the Fire-Up Conference page at: http://www.
fire-up.org/

Marriage and Ministry Retreat
ELSAH – In their 30 years of ministry in the
Navy chaplaincy, Bob and Christy Phillips led
numerous marriage retreats for couples (and
single spouses where the partner could not be
present).

The intense commitments and total claims of
the military parallel the realities of marriage for
those in ministry. This weekend marriage selfcare retreat, sponsored by the Office of Pastoral
Care and Counseling, is the product of facing
the challenges, realities and possibilities of being
married and in ministry. The dates are Thursday,
March 1, beginning with supper and concludes
with lunch on Saturday, March 3.
The location is Elsah, nestled under the bluffs
of the Mississippi River near Alton, and one of
the few villages where all the homes are on the
National Historic Registry. Participants will stay
in two delightful B&B's located in the village.
The sessions are framed around the notion of
'underway replenishment,' a term describing
how ships at sea are resupplied in order to
go the distance in completing their mission.

Space is limited for this special day retreat so
registration forms and fees must be received before we can hold spaces for your group. Contact
Ginger McKee at gmckee@cunninghamhome.
org with questions.
Download the registration at: http://www.
cunninghamhome.org/sites/default/files/
Mission%20Day_Registration%20Form%20
2018_0.pdf

UMW Assembly 2018

COLUMBUS, Ohio – United Methodist Women is currently the largest faith-based women's
organization in the world and Assembly is the
largest quadrennial gathering of that organization. At Assembly you viscerally feel “The Power
of Bold” with the combined energy of 8,000
women through communal, face-to-face growth,
action, celebration and inspiration.
Assembly 2018 will be in Columbus, Ohio. A
Ubuntu Day of Service will precede the event's
start on May 17.
Register online by visiting: https://umwassembly.
org/register/

The strength of the connection
BY PAUL BLACK

I am a child of The United Methodist
Church. As a preacher’s kid, The United
Methodist Church is part of my spiritual
DNA. I learned very early in life about
John Wesley and the history of the church.
One thing I noticed most was that the
church mirrored what was going on in society because
Methodists were active in their communities and around
the world in mission. The world was our parish.
As I grew to the age of being confirmed, I learned
much more about the mission and ministry of the
worldwide church. I learned to faithfully participate in
(the church’s) ministries through my prayers, presence,
gifts, service and witness.
It was the connection, however, that has been a
source of sustaining grace for me as a United Methodist.

And for the last 20 years, I have been privileged to be
on staff of a most generous conference when it comes to
meeting a need whether it is local, regional, national or
around the world.
We are co-workers in God’s service (1 Corinthians
3:9a). And we live out daily what it means to be the Body
of Christ when we join together in a common mission.
While United Methodists may not always agree on
the best way to solve the problems of the world, we are
strongest when those differences are set aside and we
work together for a common mission.
On the following pages, you will find a catalog of
invitation to a common mission – making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. During
the closing days of the year, many people give year-end
gifts that not only assist vital ministry but also figures into
a financial plan that provide tax deductions for the donor.
At the same time, churches are planning how they

Thank you for your
faithful commitment
to the connection
(Editor’s note: the following letter, dated Dec. 5, was sent to Bishop
Frank Beard, CCFA Chair, the Rev. Mike Potts and Conference
Treasurer, the Rev. Richard Van Giesen)
Greetings Bishop:
We bring you greetings from the General Council on Finance
and Administration during this Advent Season.
We want to take this opportunity to say “Thank you!” We
wish to give thanks to you and the faithful members of your
Annual Conference for your commitment to the general Church
apportioned funds.
Your gifts are a blessing to the Church. Your example
throughout the connection is a reminder that God has blessed
The United Methodist Church with people who are committed
to supporting our connectional ministries. I am honored to work
with and among people who give so others benefit from the
ministries of our Church.
The ministries of our global denomination depend on your
faithful giving. The work of our missionaries, the training of our
leaders, and the resources for Discipleship making are all made
possible and available because of your support. With this giving,
lives are changed and communities get to see what it means to
be the Church in their world.
While we will always give thanks for what God has given us,
I ask you to continue to pray with me for our Church as we
continue our ministry of making disciples of Jesus Christ. As we
work together for the people of The United Methodist Church
and celebrate the ministries of its people, I am reminded of this
scripture from Isaiah 26:12 “Lord, you establish peace for us; all
that we have accomplished you have done for us.”
Thank you for your example of leadership. Please share this
“Thank You” message with the members of your annual
conference as an expression of our appreciation.
Blessings,
A. Moses Rathan Kumar
General Secretary & Treasurer
General Council on Finance and Administration
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can continue to do ministry in a new year. One way in
which churches can engage in mission, regardless of size
or available resources is through the Five-Star Mission
program. I would encourage you to take up the FiveStar Challenge in 2018 or renew your commitment by
continuing to participate in the many ways we as United
Methodists in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference seek to
assist and equip ministry.
Keep this issue handy throughout the year, for it
contains the Advance Special numbers needed to route
your gifts and donations to the appropriate channels.
Austin Cloyd, a member of Champaign First UMC,
was one of the students killed in a campus shooting
at Virginia Tech University. Prior to her death, Cloyd
said, “No one can do everything; but each of us can
do something and when we all do something, we truly
change the world.”
Sounds like a truly connected United Methodist.

Year-End Giving:
GENEROSITY AND THE BOTTOM LINE
BY TED FROST

Generosity in our country is
most often manifest at year-end.
We seem to take the small thought
in the back of our mind, “giving to
those in need” and move it to our
heart and contemplate how blessed we are and how
we would like to be a blessing to others.
There are many ways to give that blesses
others and maybe an opportunity for us to
reduce our taxes. A cash gift in any amount is a
convenient and popular way to show your faithful
support for the church or other ministries. The full
amount of your gift qualifies as a 2017 charitable
income tax deduction up to certain percentage of
your adjusted gross income. Make certain your
check is dated 2017 and received or postmarked
no later than December 31, 2017 to receive a
deduction this year.
This time of year we a flooded with memories
of those who have died. As you think of those
special persons (a teacher, pastor, relative or other
loved one) who have touched your life, you may
want to do something “just right” to demonstrate
that they are remembered. A memorial tribute can
be a satisfying way to salute those whose memories
continue to enrich our lives.
Year-end is also the Christmas season. For
many Christians this is an occasion to give in
gratitude for God’s greatest gift to us, Jesus Christ.
In all our giving, let us never forget these familiar
words, “For God so loved the world that he gave

his only son...” Why not make a special effort to
honor Him in your giving this Christmas season
- it may be the most important gift you give. May
God bless you as you make this expression of your
faith.
Year-end is a perfect time to take stock and
reflect on our many blessings. It seems only natural
to express our gratitude with a gift. While many
of these gifts will be given to family and friends,
we may also have been blessed by our church and
other church organizations. Wouldn’t it make
sense to remember these special organizations
too? Charitable giving is a great way to provide
welcome support for others, and it also has a way
of blessing the giver in return.
To qualify for a 2017 charitable income tax
deduction, your gift must be made by December
31, 2017. Complete your gift today and you will
receive the tax benefits as well as the satisfaction of
supporting your favorite ministries.
May God take that still small thought of giving
to those in need from the back of our mind to our
heart and let us feed upon it. May God give us the
wisdom to know what enough is and the courage
to give the rest away.
For more information on giving opportunities,
please contact: United Methodist Foundation
P.O. Box 3487, Springfield, IL 62708-3487, Phone
217.529.3217, Fax 217.529.4181, Cell 217.741.5466,
tfrost@igrc.org.
(Ted Frost is the executive director of the United
Methodist Foundation)
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★
ONE
STAR

1ST STAR
2ND STAR
3RD STAR
4TH STAR
5TH STAR

–
–
–
–
–

Pay Conference apportionments in full
Provide Missionary salary support for a GBGM missionary
Donate to at least three UMC Special Sundays
Donate to a General or UMCOR Advance Special
Donate to an IGRC Advance Special

FIVE

ST R

CHALLENGE

PAY APPORTIONMENTS IN FULL
In The United Methodist Church, there are seven
apportioned funds. The Conference budget
includes the general church apportionments are
part of two apportionments – Clergy Support
and Administration; and Benevolences and
Connectional Ministries.
Clergy Support and Administration, at
$7,621,416 for 2018, provides for Equitable
Compensation, Moving Subsidy for retiring
pastors, Conference Office, Connectional
Ministries program funds, the Annual Conference
session, the Board of Ministry and other
administrative offices and ministries. It also
includes three of the seven general church
apportionments, which comprises 3.17 percent of
the apportionment:
• General Administration Fund, which
provides for General Church agencies
The apportionment serves local churches
by providing administrative funds for
denominational entities that provide quality
resources for local churches and answers
to important questions. It also enables
local churches to have a voice and vote in
denominational decisions and policies (See
¶813 of The Book of Discipline).
• Interdenominational Cooperation Fund,
which provides for United Methodist support
of the basic budgets of those organizations
that relate to the ecumenical responsibilities
of the Council of Bishops (See ¶814 of
The Book of Discipline). Participation in
ecumenical efforts reminds us that we are
not alone in our work for Jesus Christ. All
of us – local churches, conferences and
denominations – are stronger together than
as separate entities.
• Jurisdictional Conference Fund is an
apportionment from the North Central
Jurisdiction, a regional organization of The
United Methodist Church which comprise
the upper Midwest. The fund is utilized
primarily for expenses relating to the NCJ
Conference which is held every four years.
This is where Bishops are elected and
assigned. However, significant funding is also
provided for ethnic minority ministries which
could not receive adequate support from

84%

their own annual conferences or whose
ministries extend beyond annual conference
boundaries. The Jurisdictional Conference
Fund serves local churches by providing the
means to elect leaders who are integral to
the life of the church and by extending the
missional reach of each congregation.
Benevolences and Connectional Ministries,
at $4,563,297 for 2018, provides money for
IGRC Congregational Development; Conference
Benevolences, which provide direct financial
support to higher education and campus
ministries, health and welfare ministries and
specialized ministries associated with local
churches. Vital ministries and services are
supported through this apportionment which
would not otherwise receive enough local
support to continue.
The apportionment also includes four general
church apportionments, which comprise is the
other half of the apportionment;
• World Service Fund is “basic in the financial
program of The United Methodist Church.
World Service on apportionment requests
represents the minimum needs of the
general agencies of the Church. Payment
in full of these apportionments by local
churches and annual conferences is the first
benevolent responsibility of the Church”
(¶812 of the 2016 Book of Discipline). World
Service assists local church by enabling them
to reach out with love and compassion in
the name of Jesus Christ to the world’s most
needy people.
• Ministerial Education Fund is used “to
enable the Church to unify and expand
its program of financial support for the
recruitment and education of ordained and
diaconal ministers and to equip the annual
conferences to meet increased demands
in this area” (¶816 of the 2016 Book of
Discipline). The largest portion of the funds
collected go to support the theological
schools of The United Methodist Church.
However, the annual conference retains
25 percent for use by the IGRC Board
of Ordained Ministry to support clergy
leaders. The MEF assists local churches in the
development of current and future clergy
leaders to guide local churches in their
efforts to make disciples for Jesus Christ.
• Africa University Fund is extremely
important to enable the school to educate
leaders for the continent of Africa. Because
of faithfulness of United Methodists, Africa
University has stayed open during several
crises and the continent is changing because

2%

7%
3%

4%

HOW AN AVERAGE DOLLAR GIVEN TO A
LOCAL ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS CHURCH
WAS SPENT IN 2016:
84%
7%
2%
3%
4%

Local Church Mission and Ministries
Annual Conference Mission and Ministries
General Conference Mission and Ministries
Other United Methodist Ministries
Other Ministries

graduates are making a difference at home.
We cannot insist that developing nations
become self-supporting without providing
them with the educational tools to do so.
The Africa University Fund provides an
avenue for local churches to provide those
tools.
• Black College Fund began in 1972 as one
of the apportioned General Church funds.
Its objective is to provide financial support
for institutions of higher education that have
historically served the educational needs of
black students. Eleven institutions of higher
learning are supported by the Fund, more
than any other religious denomination. The
IGRC has a special relationship with Wiley
College, of Marshall, Texas, which one of
the recipients of this apportionment. The
Black College Fund assists local churches
in reaching out to improve the lives of
dedicated and ambitious young people of
color, who might otherwise have no means
to fulfill their life potential.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Information on General Church apportionments
can be found online by visiting: http://www.
umcgiving.org/how-we-give#umc. Information on
funding for conference ministries can be found
in the 2017 Annual Pre-Conference workbook,
Legislative Item 106, and the Legislative
Supplemental Package, p. 3, at: https://www.
igrc.org/files/tables/content/4884688/fields/fi
les/244bab140bc743d395a2b8a2e6f6e061/
supplemental+packet.pdf

★★
TWO STAR

PROVIDE MISSIONARY SALARY SUPPORT FOR A GBGM MISSIONARY
Any missionary that serves under the General
Board of Global Ministries fulfills the salary support
requirement. Visit http://www.umcmission.org/ExploreOur-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Landing
to search for a GBGM missionary to support. Listed
below are “suggested” missionaries chosen by countries
where the Illinois Great Rivers Conference has a mission
relationship or missionaries who have itinerated in IGRC.

DEBORAH DORNAN

Tansen Hospital in Nepal
Advance Special #1350, 10920Z
Deborah Dornon is a GBGM
missionary assigned as coordinator of
expatriate services at the Tansen Hospital
in western Nepal in Asia. She and her
husband Lester, a physician, returned to Nepal and
Tansen as missionaries in mid-2012, having served there
from 1990 to 2002.
The hospital in Tansen is related to the United
Mission to Nepal, established in 1954 as a partnership
between the people of Nepal and a coalition of 20
Christian organizations on four continents. The United
Methodist Church has a long association with this
medical mission. Debbie supervises an office that helps
personnel and their families from many countries deal
with issues such as housing, visa processing, creating
bank accounts, and accessing other services.

LESTER DORNAN
Tansen Hospital in Nepal
Advance Special #1355, 10919Z
Lester Dornon, M.D., is a missionary
assigned as senior physician at the Tansen
Hospital in western Nepal in Asia.
The hospital in Tansen is related to the United
Mission to Nepal, established in 1954 as a partnership
between the people of Nepal and a coalition of 20
Christian organizations on four continents. The United
Methodist Church has a long association with this
medical mission. Nepal is a small country high in the
Himalayan Mountains, where poverty is widespread and
health facilities in limited supply.
Tansen and other United Mission facilities not only
treat the sick but train Nepali doctors and other medical
staff to eventually assume full responsibility for the
hospitals.

HELEN ROBERTS EVANS
Education Director in Liberia
Advance Special #2432, 3021129
Helen Roberts-Evans is a missionary
of the General Board of Global Ministries
of The United Methodist Church, serving
as director of the Department of General Education and
Ministry of the United Methodist Church in Liberia.
She was commissioned in October 2009, having initially
gone to Liberia as a mission volunteer in July 2008. Helen
was born in Liberia and her return as a missionary was a
lifelong dream.
Helen’s work includes meeting needs in such areas
as teacher training, scholarships, resources, new school
construction, and school building renovation and repair.
“I am thankful,” Helen says, “that my faith in God
carried me through the raising of the sons. Now I have
the joy of working with hundreds of Liberian children at
church and school. I want to share the love of Christ with
each child because I know that His love brings peace and
gives strength to overcome life’s challenges.”

PRISCILLA JAIAH

Mission Superintendent, Ganta, Liberia
Advance Special #2420, 13035Z
Rev. Priscilla Legay Jaiah is the
principal of the United Methodist School
in Ganta, Liberia, West Africa, a position
she began in February 2009.
As principal Priscilla oversees the daily operation
of the school as it continues to rebuild its facilities after
the 2003 civil unrest in Liberia. Work teams, building
and educational supplies and funds remain a priority not
only for the school but also for the Ganta Mission Station
where the school is located.
She previously served in Ghana, West Africa, for 8
years where she worked with the Refugee Ministry at the
Buduburam, Liberia, Refugee Camp as well as with the
Ghana Methodist Church.

LARRY KIES
Agriculturalist, Africa University, Zimbabwe
Advance Special #2400, 095722
Larry Kies is a technical advisor to
the Africa University Farm at Mutare,
Zimbabwe, in southern Africa.
Africa University is a United Methodist Churchrelated institution that is being nurtured and funded
by church members from all over the world. It is a
consequence of the growth of United Methodism on the
African continent and has its foundations in the history
and legacy of the church. Africa University opened in
March 1992 as the first private, international university in
Zimbabwe.
Larry’s duties involve working with the farm manager
to develop an agricultural program that makes the
university farm more efficient in its roles of teaching
and research. In addition, he is involved in student
agricultural practicals, and teaches classes in crop
production and farm management.

JANE KIES
Teacher, Africa University, Zimbabwe
Advance Special #2401, 10739Z
Jane Kies teaches Intensive English
to students from non-English-speaking
countries at Africa University in Mutare,
Zimbabwe, southern Africa.
Africa University is a United Methodist Churchrelated institution that is being nurtured and funded
by church members from all over the world. It is a
consequence of the growth of United Methodism on the
African continent and has its foundations in the history
and legacy of the church. Africa University opened in
March 1992 as the first private, international university in
Zimbabwe.
“Working with young people who come to Africa
University with a passion to learn English is a rewarding
experience,” Jane says. “Fluency in English equips them to
study for a degree that will enable them to carry out their
particular ministries and use their gifts.”

ALMA NAVARRO
OFW Ministry, Taiwan
Advance Special #1123, 3022029
The Rev. Alma Jumuad-Navarro
serves as minister for administration
and Christian education of the Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFW) ministry in Taiwan, based in
Taipei.
The OFW ministry in Taiwan is linked to the
Methodist Church in the Republic of China and is
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conducted in collaboration with the Davao Episcopal
Area in the Philippines. There are an estimated 100,000
Filipinos in Taiwan at any given time, a majority of whom
are temporary migrant workers. Some 3,000 Filipinos
leave their country every day seeking livelihoods abroad.
The OFW ministry in Taipei was started by volunteers
and enhanced by pastors sent by Davao with space and
stipend assistance from the Methodist Church in Taiwan.
Global Ministries was invited to become a partner in the
outreach.
The plan of ministry includes not only worship and
social services in Taiwan but follow through as workers
return to the Philippines, providing spiritual care and
pastoral counseling and linking them to congregations at
home.

RICHARD NAVARRO
OFW Ministry, Taiwan
Advance Special #1124, 3022030
The Rev. Richard B. Navarro serves as
minister for congregational development
and pastoral care of the Overseas Filipino
Workers (OFW) ministry in Taiwan, based in Taipei.
The OFW ministry in Taiwan is linked to the
Methodist Church in the Republic of China and is
conducted in collaboration with the Davao Episcopal
Area in the Philippines. There are an estimated 100,000
Filipinos in Taiwan at any given time, a majority of whom
are temporary migrant workers. Some 3,000 Filipinos
leave their country every day seeking livelihoods abroad.
The OFW ministry in Taipei was started by volunteers
and enhanced by pastors sent by Davao with space and
stipend assistance from the Methodist Church in Taiwan.
Global Ministries was invited to become a partner in the
outreach.
The plan of ministry includes not only worship and
social services in Taiwan but follow through as workers
return to the Philippines, providing spiritual care and
pastoral counseling and linking them to congregations at
home.

SANDRA RAASCH
VIM Team Leader, Honduras
Advance Special #1095, 15075Z
Sandra K. Raasch serves as
coordinator of medical and environmental
ministries of the Honduras Mission.
Appointed to this post in late 2011, she formerly worked
in mission finance in Honduras.
Her role involves coordinating volunteer teams from
the United States who work alongside local persons in
both physical and spiritual healing ministries, and who
seek out solutions to medical and environmental health
needs. One objective is to equip Hondurans for leadership
in all expressions of the church. Sandra helps VolunteerIn-Mission teams select places of greatest need in keeping
with the priorities of the Honduras Mission. She serves as
liaison between the teams and the Ministry of Health of
Honduras in such matters as getting temporary licenses
for medical practice.

JACQUES AKASA UMEMBUDI
Pilot, Congo
Advance Special #1120, 14020Z
Jacques Akasa Umembudi is a
missionary assigned to the Wings of
Caring Aviation Ministry in Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of Congo. As a pilot-mechanic and
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DONATE TO AT LEAST THREE
UMC SPECIAL SUNDAYS

General Conference has authorized six
Sundays as Special Sundays in which offerings are
taken for specific causes. Local churches do not
have to take an offering on the “official” date. They
may be collected and remitted on any date during
the year. For more information, visit: http://www.
umcgiving.org/how-we-give#sundays and scroll
to the Special Sunday section of the webpage.

Photo by Kathleen Barry, United Methodist Communications

Members of the Choctaw tribe from Great Spirit United Methodist
Church in Mississippi sing during the 2017 Native American
Conference sponsored by SEJANAM. Photo by Kathleen Barry,
United Methodist Communications.

The treasurer of the General Council on
Finance and Administration allocates net receipts,
after payment of promotional expenses, to the
administering agencies:
• Community Developers Program:
57 percent (General Board of Global
Ministries)
• United Methodist Voluntary Services
Program: 33 percent (General Board of
Global Ministries)
Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program: 10
percent (General Board of Church and Society)

UMCOR Sunday
(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)

Photo courtesy of umcgiving.org

Students at North Belt Elementary School in Humble, Texas, benefit from
Redeeming Our Community Project, funded by the Human Relations Day
offering. Nearly 90 percent of students live at or below the poverty line.
Journey of Faith UMC of Humble partners with the school to provide mentors,
local assistance ministries, a family shelter and the area’s Head Start program

Promotional materials for these Special
Sunday offerings may be ordered by visiting:
http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources

Human Relations Day Sunday

Jan. 14, 2018
Advance Special #0026
Human Relations Day calls United
Methodists to recognize the right of all God’s
children in realizing their potential as human
beings in relationship with one another. The
special offering benefits neighborhood ministries
through Community Developers, community
advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary
Services and work with at-risk teens through the
Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program.
United Methodists celebrate Human
Relations Day on the Sunday before the national
observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday.
Flood buckets are assembled in the offices of United Methodist
Publishing House. Thebuckets will be sent to Texas following damage
from Hurricane Harvey. 
Photo by Malcom Thompson

March 11, 2018
Advance Special #0022
In 2016 General Conference approved the
name change of the One Great Hour of Sharing
special Sunday to UMCOR Sunday. UMCOR
Sunday calls United Methodists to share the
goodness of life with those who hurt. Your
gifts to UMCOR Sunday lay the foundation
for the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) to share God’s love with communities
everywhere. The special offering underwrites
UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” This helps
UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 percent
of any gift to a specific UMCOR project will go
toward that project, not administrative costs.
UMCOR is the humanitarian arm of The
United Methodist Church. UMCOR’s work
reaches people in more than 80 countries,
including the United States. UMCOR provides
humanitarian relief when war, conflict or natural
disaster disrupts life to such an extent that
communities cannot recover on their own. Learn
more at www.umcor.org.
United Methodists celebrate UMCOR Sunday
on the Fourth Sunday in Lent.
The treasurer of the General Council on
Finance and Administration remits net receipts,
after payment of promotional expenses, to the
General Board of Global Ministries for UMCOR
administrative and operational expenses.

Native American Ministries Sunday

April 15, 2018
Advance Special #0028
Native American Ministries Sunday serves
to remind United Methodists of the gifts and
contributions made by Native Americans to our
society. The special offering supports Native
American outreach within annual conferences
and across the United States and provides
seminary scholarships for Native Americans.
United Methodists celebrate Native American
Ministries Sunday on the Third Sunday of Easter.
The annual conference treasurer retains 50
percent of the receipts to develop and strengthen
Native American ministries within the annual
conference. The Conference Committee on Native
American Ministry administers this portion. The
Illinois Great Rivers Conference has a Native
American United Methodist Church – Dayspring
UMC in East Peoria.

The annual conference treasurer remits the
remaining 50 or 100 percent of the receipts to
the GCFA. The GCFA treasurer distributes net
receipts, after payment of promotional expenses,
to the administering agencies:
• Scholarships for Native Americans
attending United Methodist schools
of theology and schools of theology
approved by the University Senate of The
United Methodist Church: 50 percent
(General Board of High Education and
Ministry)
• Expansion of the number of target cities
in the Native American Urban Initiative:
50 percent (General Board of Global
Ministries)

Photo by Kathleen Barry, UM Communications

Hundreds march for DACA and the Dream Act leaving
from Centennial Park and ending outside the offices
of Senators Corker and Alexander in Nashville, Tenn.

Peace with Justice Sunday

May 27, 2018
Advance Special #0027
Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United
Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating
for peace and justice through a broad spectrum
of global programs. The special offering benefits
peace with justice ministries in the annual
conference and through the General Board of
Church and Society.
United Methodists celebrate Peace with
Justice Sunday on the First Sunday after Pentecost.
The annual conference treasurer retains
50 percent of receipts for Peace with Justice
ministries in the annual conference. The
conference board of church and society or an
equivalent structure administers this portion.
The annual conference treasurer remits the
remaining 50 percent of receipts to the General
Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA).
The GCFA treasurer distributes net receipts,
after payment of promotional expenses, to the
administering agency for Peace with Justice
ministries.

World Communion Sunday

Oct. 7, 2018
Advance Special #0023
World Communication Sunday calls the
church to reach out to all people and model

SUNDAYS CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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DONATE TO A GENERAL OR UMCOR ADVANCE SPECIAL
The Advance is an official program of The United Methodist Church for
voluntary, designated, second-mile giving. Through The Advance, United
Methodist annual conferences, districts, local churches, and organizations, as well
as individuals and families, may choose to support mission programs or mission
personnel with their financial gifts. Each Advance project has been vetted and
approved by Global Ministries and Advance staff.
One hundred percent of all Advance giving goes to the chosen mission project
or ministry.
Since its founding in 1948, The Advance has helped channel over three million
gifts totaling over one billion dollars to thousands of projects and ministries
around the world.
Agriculture
#982493
Food Resource Bank - Supporting
Small Farmers Internationally
#982532
Heifer Project International - Global
#982188
Sustainable Agriculture Development
- Global
Appalachia
#773365
#773724
#773726
#773728

Henderson Settlement - KY
Red Bird Clinic - KY
Red Bird Missions Inc. - KY
Red Bird Mission School - KY

Education
#3021027
#08406B
#12174A
Honduras
#3020486
#12928A
Hunger
#982380

The Advance strives to be the leading conduit for United Methodist designated
giving. We offer the church an integrated package to channel designated giving
to connectional projects and mission personnel. The Advance works with
church leaders around the world to ensure that approved projects are aligned
with the goals of The United Methodist Church in the local area, help develop
partnerships that are mutually advantageous, tell the story of projects and
missionaries, and report how giving is making an impact.
Any GBGM or UMCOR ministry is eligible. The list below are suggested GBGM
or UMCOR ministries to which the IGRC has a connection. A complete search
of Advance projects may be done by visiting: http://www.umcmission.org/Giveto-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Advance-Project-Search

Africa University Farm Development
John Wesley Seminary - Mexico
Moscow Seminary - Scholarship and
Academic Support
Blessed Scholarship (For Children)
Honduras Mission Initiative
Church World Service Crop Walk for
Hunger - Global
School Hot Lunch Program - Haiti
Society of St. Andrew - Potato
Project - USA
World Hunger

Children - Orphanages
#11713T
Babyfold, Old Mutare Children's
Home - Zimbabwe
#15154A Methodist Children's Home - Bolivia

#418790
#801600

Disaster and Emergency Response
#982810
Church World Service Blankets Global
#901670
Disaster Response - United States
#982450
Disaster Response - International
#901515
UMCOR Sager Brown Depot Baldwin, LA

Immigration
#982540
Refugee Response - Global

SUNDAYS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
diversity among God’s children. The special offering
provides World Communion Scholarships, the Ethnic
Scholarship Program and the Ethnic In-Service
Training Program.
United Methodists celebrate World Communion
Sunday on the first Sunday in October.
The treasurer of the General Council on
Finance and Administration distributes net receipts,
after payment of promotional expenses, to the
administering agencies:
• World Communion Scholarships: 50 percent

File photo by United Methodist News Service

An altar set for World Communion Sunday

#982920

Liberia
#11820A
#12548A
#3020646
#15080N

7

Bishop Judith Craig Children's Home
Camphor United Methodist Mission
Feeding Homebound Elderly
Ganta Hospital

#14369T

#3020811

Ganta Mission Station Program
Support
Hope for the Deaf Skills Training
Program
Water for Life

Medical
#418520
#14536A
#13421A
#982345

Grace Children's Hospital - Haiti
Kissy Hospital - Sierra Leone
Tansen Hospital - Nepal
United Methodist Global Aids Fund

#14365A

Native American Ministries
#931027
Alaska Churches
#582161
Cookson Hills Center - Oklahoma
#581254
Four Corners Native American
Ministry - New Mexico
#583634
Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference Parish Partners
#581479
McCurdy Ministries - New Mexico
#583581
Native American Children's Fund Oklahoma
#123615
Tree of Life Ministry - South Dakota
Philippines
#14035B
Southern Philippines Methodist
Colleges - Scholarships & Meals

(General Board of Global Ministries), with at
least one-half of the annual amount for ministries
beyond the United States
• Ethnic Scholarship Program: 35 percent (General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry)
• Ethnic In-Service Training Program: 15 percent
(General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry)

United Methodist Student Sunday

Nov. 25, 2018
Advance Special #0025
United Methodist Student Day calls the church
to support students as they prepare for life in uniting
faith with knowledge. The special offering provides
scholarships for qualified United Methodist applicants.
United Methodists celebrate Student Day on the
last Sunday of November.
The treasurer of the General Council on Finance
and Administration distributes net receipts, after
payment of promotional expenses, to the General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry for United
Methodist Student Day scholarships.
Students who are members of The United
Methodist Church may apply for a Fall 2018 GBHEM
scholarship online between Jan. 3 and March 7, 2018
at: www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. Student

Photo courtesy of umcgiving.org

Josh Dungan, a student of Hamline University, is seen working
in a Summer Camp in the Minnesota Annual Conference. Dungan
is a recipient of the Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship
provided by United Methodist Student Day offering. For a list of
IGRC scholarship recipients, see related story on page 12 of this
issue of The Current.

loans are also available at interest rates as low as 3.75%
(lower than federal educational loan rates) with a
credit worthy cosigner.
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DONATE TO AN CONFERENCE ADVANCE SPECIAL
Just like the General Church has a program for
voluntary, designated, second-mile giving through
the Advance, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
has a parallel program for mission projects within
the Conference.

There are both international projects for which the
Conference has a mission partnership and there
are projects within the borders of the Conference.
These projects go through a process of vetting
and each year, the Annual Conference establishes
the list of Advance Specials for the upcoming year.
The following projects were approved by the 2017
Annual Conference.
One hundred percent of all giving to Conference
Advance Specials goes to the chosen project or
ministry.

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP
ADVANCES
Africa University – Zimbabwe
#0073 Africa University
Honduras
#6975 Honduras Building Materials
Liberia
#6660
#6985
#6965
#6990
#6675
#6995

Building Materials for IGRC Mission
Teams/Projects - Liberia
Ganta Mission Agriculture Project Liberia
Guinea Ministries - Outreach of Liberia
Annual Conference
Kofi Asmah UM School - West Point Liberia
New Hope UMC - Liberia
Scholarships for Students in K-12 Grades

IGRC ADVANCE SPECIALS –
MINISTRIES IN IGRC
Camping
#6805
#6810
#6840
#6845
#6855
#6870
#6835
#6820
#6825
#6865
#6815
#6910
#6880

Conference Camps
Beulah Camp Program/Improvement
East Bay Camp Facility & Maintenance
East Bay Equipment
East Bay Master Plan
East Bay/Mom & Me Camp
East Bay Program
Little Grassy Camp Facility &
Maintenance
Little Grassy Equipment
Little Grassy Master Plan
Little Grassy Program
Summer Camp Scholarships Conference Wide
Trip Camp Equipment

Campus Ministries
#0050 Eastern IL University Wesley Foundation
- Charleston
#0048 IL State University Wesley Foundation Normal
#0052 IL Wesleyan U. Student Fellowship -

#0053
#0059
#0057
#0056
#0051
#0049

Bloomington
MacMurray College Student Fellowship Jacksonville
McKendree University Student Ministry Lebanon
Southern IL U - Edwardsville - St. John's
UMC
Southern IL U Wesley Foundation Carbondale
University of IL Wesley Foundation Urbana
Western IL University Wesley
Foundation - Macomb

Children
#6460 Asbury Children's Supper Hour Springfield
#6053 CASA - Franklin County
#6055 CASA - Macon County
#6045 CASA of Southwestern IL - St. Clair
County
#6210 Common Place - Peoria
#6500 Compass - Springfield
#6030 Cunningham Children's Home - Urbana
#6290 Dove - Decatur
#6085 Fair Hope Ministries - Danville
#6190 Grace UMC Community Ministries Decatur
#6155 Kids Club/Youth Ministries - Mt Vernon
#6080 Mini O'Beirne Crisis Nursery Springfield
#6025 NOW (Nutrition on Weekends) Robinson
#6960 Our Conference Our Kids
#6065 Patoka Youth Ministry
#6240 Springfield Grace Community Ministries
#6060 Trinity Outreach Center/Lessie Bates East St. Louis
#6035 U Count 2 - Beecher City
Congregational Development
#6765 Carbon Cliff - East Moline Christ
#6470 Dayspring UM Church - East Peoria
#6585 Fairview Heights Christ - Multi-sites
#6780 Hope UMC - Bloomington Normal New Church Start
#6200 Jesus Es El Senor - Cobden
#6630 Jesus Love Korean Ministry - Urbana
#6580 Korean UM Fellowship - Macomb
#6750 Manantial de Vida - Moline
#6775 Murphysboro/DeSoto Campus
#6275 Nueva Esperanza - Caseyville
#6490 Nueva Jerusalem - Kankakee
#6740 Renuevo - Peoria (1st UMC)
Disaster Response
#6800 Conference Disaster Response
Assistance
#6620 Midwest Mission Distribution Center

Domestic Violence
#6043 Violence Prevention of SW IL - Belleville
Education
#6700 Alain Rocourt Endowment - Haiti
Teacher Salaries

#6280

Community Resource & Learning Center
- Moline

Golden Cross Agencies
#0040 Alton Memorial Hospital - Chaplaincy
Program
#0043 Chaddock - Quincy
#0044 Evenglow Lodge - Pontiac
#6150 Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
- E. St. Louis
#0045 Sunset Home - Quincy
#0039 Spero Family Services (United Methodist
Children's Home) - Mt. Vernon
#0042 The Baby Fold - Bloomington
#6710 The United Methodist Village - Godfrey
#0047 The United Methodist Village Lawrenceville
#0041 Unity Point & Methodist Medical Center
Chaplaincy Program - Peoria
#0046 Wesley Village - Macomb
Homelessness
#0098 Home Sweet Home - Bloomington
#6570 New Directions Warming/Cooling
Center - Jacksonville
#6525 The Lighthouse Shelter - Marion
Hunger
#6100
#6647
#6515
#6050
#6310
#6370
#6455
#6120
#6090
#6140
#6410
#6170
#6425
#6270
#6430
#6130
#6185
#6115

Angels on Assignment - Mt. Vernon
Asbury Community Outreach Ministries
- Kankakee
Bridges - East St Louis
Feeding God's Children - Bethel UMC,
Peoria
Carbon Cliff Summer Meal Site Ministry
- Eagle Ridge Child Outreach
Central Illinois Food Bank - Springfield
Choisser Kitchen - Eldorado
Churches United of the Quad City Area
Family Mission (Bridge to the Ridge) Manito
Friends of Jesus Food Pantry - Equality
Good Samaritan House - Carbondale
Good Samaritan Inn - Decatur
Hope Ministries - Geff
Kumler Ministries - Springfield
Salt Creek Resource - Farmer City
Sandoval Shalom Zone - Summer Lunch
Program
True Vine Café - Vienna
TWIGS - The Family Treehouse - Granite
City

Other IGRC Ministries
#6165 Disciple Bible Outreach
#6020 Eagle House Ministries - Buncombe
#6160 empty tomb - Champaign
#6340 Harvest Ministry Team - Troy
#0076 ILCAAAP - Springfield
#6520 Laketown Ministries - Springfield
#6365 Living the Adventure
#6540 Midwest Sight Foundation - Decatur
#6245 Wooden It Be Lovely - Springfield

“Let the little children come to me;
do not stop them; for it is to such as these
that the kingdom of God belongs.”
MARK 10: 14 NRSV

d
Spiritual Life Endowment Campaign:
Sustaining Love’s Embracing ARMS
BY KEITH ZIMMERMAN
Chair, Our Conference, Our Kids campaign

Our Conference, Our Kids calls us
to reaffirm our historic connection to the
ministries of our children and family serving
agencies as we make “…our collective
response as a church to be in mission to
offer Christ’s love and healing to ‘the least of
these’…” [2016 Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Action: Legislative Item 120: Our Conference,
Our Kids]
It is clearly an evangelistic extension of
each local church’s ministry to those outside
of a church, AND a caring/compassionate
complement to support local churches, which
may have member families who are being
assisted by one of these agencies.

Who is the OCOK steering team?
“No matter how gently youth are
removed from soils of chaos and trauma,
there are challenges. Sinking roots into
new soil often feels unfamiliar and risky.
To help with this transition Spero youth
are met where they are on their spiritual
journey and helped to understand they are
cherished children of God. As their roots
sink deeper and deeper into soil of hope,
help and healing, they begin to experience growth that didn’t seem likely before.
Rooted in Christ’s love, they start moving from hopeless and ruined to hopeful.
From feeling down and discouraged to up
and encouraged.”

Rev. Deborah Pollex,

Spiritual Life Coordinator,

Spero Family Services

9

gathering with
representative
Jesus’ lost lambs
persons to reflect
She grew up in crack houses, sleeping in
on ideas for the
cars and sometimes on the streets. She was into
OCOK campaign.
drinking and drugs, and destroying herself. She
Following that think
found God while in a narcotics treatment program.
tank, persons were
When she came to Cunningham Children's Home
invited to serve on
she was eager to learn more about this God.
an OCOK Steering
Like a sponge soaking up water, she soaked up
Team. w
Sustaining Love’s Embracing ARMS, whether
Bible stories told in chapel and small groups. One
For the sake of
those they assist have a church home or not,
day we were discussing the story of the Lost Lamb.
the children and their
involves:
We had finished reading how the shepherd had
families, an OCOK Steering Team was formed this past
• Aligning ministries that meet children and families
left the ninety-nine and gone in search of the lost
September.
“where they are”
sheep, and I asked, “What do you think this story is
Each person who accepted the invitation to be on
• Restoring hope and bringing healing to broken lives
about?”
the Team has expressed a sense of God’s call to work
• Moving children and families to love themselves and
“That I’m the lost sheep?” she responded.
with OCOK, have demonstrated their commitment by
others
“Yes,” I said. Then she said, “You’re not going to
giving extra time and energy for this effort, including
• Supporting children and families in becoming all
believe this! All my life, I’ve had a little stuffed lamb.
traveling to each agency for the first round of our face to
God has created them to be
When I was little I named it ‘Bunny’ because back
face meetings, and have pledged
then I thought it was a bunny. Bunny is the one
or already given financially to
How did Our Conference, Our Kids come into being?
thing I’ve had with me all my life, even when I was
support Our Conference, Our
homeless. He’s dirty and almost worn out. But
“Jesus called us to fish for people. While sharing Faith, I like to make
Kids. Members of the Team
now I know why I’ve had him all along. I’m Jesus’
fishers of youth.”
include: Amanda Richards, Carol
lost lamb. He’s been looking for me. And now he’s
“I recall a young man (from Chaddock) once trying to bluff me as we
Rankin, Ethan Carnes, Joe Scheets,
found me!”
were fishing one day, as he announced: ‘I’ve done this a thousand times.’ One
John Hamilton, Joyce Francis,

Rev. Kelligay Crede, Chaplain, Cunningham
cast later I found myself saying, ‘Oh my, wait, wait. That’s called a bird’s nest.
Randy Reese, J. Keith Zimmerman,
Let me help you untangle your fishing line in that reel and let’s try a closed face
Chair; Liaison: Janice Griffith,
reel first.’
Executive Assistant to Bishop
“Mercifully
a
foolishly
aggressive
young
largemouth
bass
found
his
way
Beard.
Finding and embracing each “lost lamb” is the work
onto the line within 5 minutes and we suddenly had the biggest fish in the
To enhance the
of our Illinois Great Rivers Conference agencies (Baby
world judging by the screams and smiles. I said, ‘Hold it like this, I want to
understanding of the work of
Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie
get a picture to share with your parents.’ It might not be what we traditionally
the agencies and that of their
Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family
consider ‘spiritual development’, but showing our children what a caring,
spiritual life ministries, each
Services), which provide a variety of services for children
compassionate
adult
can
be,
brings
them
much
closer
to
accepting
God’s
love.
”
of our face-to-face meetings
and families in need living

Rev.
Gary
Livesay,
Chaplain,
Chaddock
have been hosted by one of
in the communities of our
the agencies. Meetings were
conference.
Not only about raising money
held September 19 at The Baby
Matthew came to The Baby Fold with a
Fold, Normal, October 23 at
Endowing the spiritual life
These agencies need our
history of depression, anxiety, and aggression.
Chaddock,
Quincy,
and
November
29 at Lessie Bates Davis
programs of these IGRC
prayers and our financial gifts
His mother tried to manage him, but she
Neighborhood
House,
East
St.
Louis.
The next meeting will
child-serving ministries
through Our Conference,
suffered some of the same issues. Life was hard,
be on February 5 at Spero Family Services, Mount Vernon,
through the Our Conference,
Our Kids so they are able to
and the family simply didn’t know how to cope.
Our Kids campaign will offer
effectively meet spiritual needs,
Matthew came into care, and our social worker
financial support in:
as well as educational and
went to his home to help his mother. Matthew
“1) offering an
therapeutic needs.
made good progress in therapy, school, and in
opportunity for these
The Illinois Great Rivers
pastoral care. He relished the truth of God’s
children to know
Alliance,
which is comprised
unconditional love and Jesus’ willingness to
Christ,
of the Presidents/CEOs
forgive. Matt’s mom also made great progress in
2) providing a Christian
of those five conference
her goals to stabilize the home and to provide
atmosphere for their
child and family serving
for her family. She experienced God’s love
healing, and
agencies, brought to the 2016
through our social worker who always greeted
3) imparting a sense of
Illinois Great Rivers Annual
her with a smile, some food, counseling, and
family where none
Conference session a resolution,
respect. Soon, it was time for Matthew to
existed before….”
“Legislative Item 120: Our
return home. He was ready, Mom was ready,
[2016 Illinois Great
Conference, Our Kids”, which
but there was a problem. Matthew wanted to
Rivers Conference Action:
sought to raise funds to endow
be baptized before he left The Baby Fold. Pastor
Legislative Item 120: Our
the spiritual life ministries
Lori Bultemeier explained that she wanted
Conference, Our Kids]
of the institutions. It was
Matt to experience that wonderful sacrament
approved by a vote of 699 yes,
Program funding for the
in his home church. She met with Matthew and
40 no.
educational and therapeutic
his mother, and together they made a plan for
and our yet to be scheduled March meeting will be at
Our Conference, Our Kids
services provided by each
Matthew to be baptized in his home church.
Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana.
was officially launched at the
agency comes primarily
What we didn’t know at the time was, Matthew’s
OCOK videos and brochures are available at each
2017 Annual Conference with
from state and school district
mom had the same desire. She wanted to be
district office for use with your Advent and Christmas
a conference dinner, videos,
sources which cannot be
baptized too. What a glorious Sunday when
offerings, or in the new year. Other resources are available
and support materials for
utilized directly for spiritual
both Matthew and his mother received the
on the IGRC website.
local churches. Our thanks
care and teaching. Creating
gift of baptism in their local church. And the
Additional resources will be produced and distributed
are due to Paul Black and the
an endowment with a
congregation that surrounded them took up the
over the course of the next four to five months. Those will
Communications Team for
minimum goal of $2.5 million
call to help them both grow in Christ.
include Story Videos about the spiritual life ministries of
their work in kicking off the
will help each agency to keep

Rev. Lori Bultemeier,
each agency. Also being created is a website dedicated to
campaign.
spiritual life ministries as a

Christian Life Coordinator,
In August, 2017, Bishop
pillar in their holistic care for

The Baby Fold
OUR CONFERENCE OUR KIDS CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
Beard
held a think tank
children and families.
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Photos by Paul Black

Staff from United Methodist Communications put the finishing touches on the holiday-branded food truck outside the Krannert Center for Performing Arts, while volunteers from
Champaign-Urbana area churches serve passersby cups of free hot cocoa. After five hours, all of the cocoa was distributed on the eighth of 21 stops in the True Meaning of Christmas
tour that began in Waco, Texas Dec. 2 and will finish in Nashville, Tenn. Dec. 24. Participating churches included Champaign First UMC, Champaign Faith UMC, Champaign New
Horizon UMC, Urbana First UMC, Urbana Wesley/University of Illinois Wesley Foundation, Quest: A Community of Grace, Savoy UMC and Pesotum UMC.

SALARY SUPPORT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

program director of the Wings of Caring Aviation Ministry, Jacques
flies people and supplies to various missions in the region.
"When I fly missionaries, pastors and church leaders, we carry
the Good News to where the Gospel is needed," Jacques explains.
"When I fly doctors or medical teams, when I fly sick persons to the
hospitals where their lives are saved, when I fly seminary or college
professors to teach, I think I am doing God's will. In some places if
we don't fly in supplies like salt, soap or matches, there is no other
way such supplies will get to the population. Many of our mission
stations depend on the aviation ministry for survival. Through
aviation, children can get shots for immunization. It's not just a
means of transportation, but it is a whole ministry – the Gospel –
that is preached in different ways."

CONNIE WIECK
Teacher, China
Advance Special #2226, 10672Z
Connie Wieck is a United Methodist Amity
Teacher serving as a teacher under the auspices of
the Amity Foundation. Her assignment is at Luzhou
Vocational and Technical College in Luzhou, Sichuan Province.
The Amity Foundation was established in 1985 by Chinese
Christians to work for community development. Its programs cover
education, health, disaster relief, blindness prevention, and churchinitiated projects. It is a mission partner of Global Ministries. It
also operates the largest Bible-printing operation in the world,
publishing Holy Scripture in 90 languages. Connie is with the
education division.
At Luzhou, a three-year college, she teaches first-, second-,
and third-year English majors in education. Her students—some
350—look to enter the teaching profession and help support their
families who live in the rural areas of the country. Most are the first
college graduates in their families.

DR. ALBERT WILLICOR
Surgeon, Ganta Hospital, Liberia
Advance Special #2428, 15151Z
Dr. Albert G. Willicor is Chief Medical Officer
at Ganta United Methodist Hospital in Ganta,
Liberia, Liberia Annual Conference.
Dr. Willicor is native to Liberia where he received his
elementary, junior high and high school education. He was
valedictorian of his senior class and was awarded two scholarships
to the University of Liberia where he studied engineering and premed. In 1983 he received his Medical Doctor degree from the A.M.
Dogliotti College of Medicine in Monrovia, Liberia.
John F. Kennedy Memorial Center in Monrovia was the site of
Dr. Willicor’s internship before his Resident training in Obstetrics
and Gynecology at the Liberian-Japanese Friendship Maternity
Hospital. While there he was Head Resident of the Surgical
Contraceptive Program.

Photo courtesy of Pat Damron, Kewanee UMC

Kewanee FUMC M & M’s, a Mission group, recently completed nearly 100 pillowcases embroidered with
a Bible verse from Psalms. The cases have been given to our shut-ins, donated to Freedom house and
are being offered to our church family as meaningful gifts. The group also sent quilts they made to
disaster victims in Texas. The group meets weekly for devotions, fellowship and work projects.

OUR CONFERENCE OUR KIDS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
OCOK stories and resources. A presence at
Annual Conference is under development,
along with the recruiting and training of OCOK
Ambassadors who will be available after Annual
Conference to visit local churches to share the
OCOK message.

On purpose with passion

Thirty-two years ago, Chris Coleman’s
mother found herself alone with 3 children to
raise on her own. She turned to the only place
she knew who might help. With her children,
she rode the city bus and trudged through the
snow to reach Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House. Fast forward to now, and that little boy,
once a client of Lessie Bates, now serves as its
President and CEO. Chris has recalled what
happened afterwards:
“Lessie Bates staff showed up on our door
step with food, clothing, and job training to assist my mother as we started the next
chapter of our life. Whoever would have imagined that the young kid that was
serviced by the agency would one day lead the agency.”
“Today, I serve on purpose with passion as a way of paying it forward to the next
Chris Coleman that will show up in our lobby in need of assistance and a warm hug.”
Like Chris Coleman, your OCOK Steering Team is serving “on purpose with
passion” that the Our Conference, Our Kids Spiritual Life Endowment Campaign
(Advance Special #6960) will be Sustaining Love’s Embracing ARMS.

11

Sunset Home seeking assistance
in replacement of mattresses
Photo courtesy of Lisa Wiedman

Rev. Lisa Wiedman, pastor of New Baden UMC, graduated from the Native
American Course of Study School Oct. 19.
Pictured above from left, Kaskaskia River District Superintendent, the Rev Carol
Lakota Eastin; Wiedman, Rev. Jerry DeVine, director of connectional ministries
of the Detroit Annual Conference; fellow graduate Mark Norman who serves in
Cortez, Colo.; and retired pastor, the Rev Rick Bell of the Indiana Conference.

QUINCY – Sunset Home has an urgent need to replace worn and damaged mattresses
for its residents.
During the first and ongoing buying phase of 2018, Sunset Home received funds for 45
new mattresses -- $10,125. Each mattress costs $225. They have continued fund-raising and
now have 62 mattresses funded with a goal of another 38 mattresses or $8,550 to reach 100
mattresses.
Sunset Home continues to serve seniors. More than 60 percent of its residents have
exhausted their financial resources.
Donations can be made to Sunset Home, Office of Development, 415 Washington St.,
Quincy, IL 62301. Note on your payment that the donation is for the “Mattress Fund.” Sunset
Home is a Conference Advance Special #0045 and your donation is tax-deductible.

Van Giesen announces his retirement

SPRINGFIELD – Rev. Richard Van
Giesen has announced his retirement,
effective Jan. 1, 2018. The announcement
was made Nov. 30.
Rick serves as IGRC Director of
Administrative Services, Conference
Treasurer and Benefits Officer.
“It’s really quite unbelievable to me that 40 years have
passed since I began as a supply pastor at Landes in 1978; it
seems like yesterday,” Rick said.
Rick and wife Barb will remain in Springfield in
retirement.
“I am so grateful for the kindness and patience shown
to me over so many years by countless pastors and local
church members. I can’t imagine a more rewarding career
and I am going to miss the everyday relationships terribly.”

He said that he doesn’t have any plans in place for
retirement.
“I still think I have skills to offer to the Church. I’m
not very good at sitting around and so I’ll be looking for
opportunities where I can fit in.”
Van Giesen has served as Treasurer and Director
of Administrative Services since Jan. 1, 2007. For six
months prior, he served as interim Conference Treasurer,
Business Administrator and Benefits Officer. He began
on Conference Staff Jan. 1, 1997, when he was selected
as Assistant Treasurer and Benefits Officer for the newlycreated Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
A graduate of Illinois Wesleyan University and Asbury
Theological Seminary, he served local church appointments
for 16 years at Enfield-Wesley Chapel, Oblong: Central,
Greenville and Carmi First UMC’s.

BOARD OF MINISTRY
ISSUES SUMMARY OF
CLERGY SURVEY RESULTS
BY LORI HARVEY

SPRINGFIELD – The Executive
Committee of the IGRC Board of Ordained
Ministry wants to thank all who participated
in the recent survey about current clergy needs
and concerns.
We received more than a 25 percent
response rate which is quite remarkable. We
were particularly excited to learn how many of
the respondents find joy in the ministry that
they have been called by God to do, along with
satisfaction in where they are appointed. We
rejoice with you.
After spending time examining the results
of the survey, we would like to give you a
summary. The largest number of concerns are
listed as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Photos by Paul Black

Members of the IGRC Staff along with members of the IGRC Cabinet accepted an invitation from Bishop Frank J. Beard to
participate in a Day of Service Thursday at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center.
A total of 35 individuals, which included some spouses, cut fabric for bookbags, assembled personal dignity kits and
cleaning buckets as well as school desks.
The group was also on hand to participate in a circle of prayer which was leaving the MMDC for Nicaragua.

Administration: day-to-date tasks,
how to run a church, effective
meetings
Conflict resolution
Evangelism/Reaching New People
Spiritual Renewal/Nurture/Support
Coaches/Mentors
Trust issues with process
Staffing/Multi-siting, especially as
future is impacted by fewer clergy
Worship Issues: preaching,
technology, contemporary/traditional
Small church/Large church

The Board of Ordained Ministry plans
to utilize this important information in the
development of our Eight-Year Assessment
(EYA), a new requirement from the 2016 Book
of Discipline paragraph 349.3b.
Every eight years, as part of the EYA, clergy
will be required to engage in a six-month series
of personal and professional assessment and
development training events. In order to offer
a quality assessment time, we will conduct an
assessment opportunity for a beta group to
smooth out details towards future success. This
initial run will happen in 2018 or 2019. Keeping
you informed is part of the implementation
process.
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Changes coming with Senior High NOW Initiative
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CARLINVILLE – Registration for the Senior High NOW Experience
(formerly known as YAR), is underway for the March 2-4 event at Lake
Williamson Christian Retreat Center in Carlinville.
Speaker for Senior High NOW Initiative is Rev. Steve Braudt from Iowa
and Rev. Miguel Rios leading worship. Bishop Frank J. Beard will be a special
Sunday morning guest.
Information on how to register can be found at: www.igrc.org/
srhighinitiative You can also follow the initiative on Facebook @igrcyouth
This event, in coordination with IGRC youth ministry, is shifting its
focus and being updated to reflect some new directions being taken in the
conference. The direction is toward a new vision for youth ministry in the
conference and, with it, a new initiative.
1 Timothy 4:12 encourages young people not to wait for some future time
to make a difference, but to be an example now. We are excited about the idea
of youth leading the church now and our efforts are being focused on making
that vision a reality. So, the Now Initiative is a vision and also the name of our
upcoming retreats.
This year one will notice some changes and the youth ministry will

continue to update and explore new possibilities in the future. This year, youth
were asked for their input and empowered them to make decisions as well as
help lead the Now Initiative.
Here are just a few changes and additions that you can expect:
•
•
•
•
•

Youth will play a larger role in planning and leading this retreat and
future retreats.
The weekend includes a mission component (packaging meals) for
every participant.
There will be more intentional opportunities to meet youth from
other communities through small group and large group activities.
We are adding new options for our recreation/free time including,
art, board games, and tournaments (Mario Kart/Black Light Dodge
Ball).
The offering this year will help pay for our event mission project
and will be a weekend long offering competition. The highest dollar
amount will determine a fun outcome for the final morning of the
event.

43 IGRC students awarded UM loans and scholarships
NASHVILLE – Forty-three IGRC students have been
awarded nearly $80,000 in loans and scholarships by the
Office of Loans and Scholarships for the 2017-18 school
year. Overall, the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry has awarded more than 2,500 students a total of
$5 million in financial assistance for 2017.

Partial funding for the various scholarships are derived
from Special Sunday offerings: United Methodist Student
Day, World Communion Sunday, and Native American
Sunday. The remaining funds for these awards come from
gifts, annuities and endowments GBHEM has invested and
administered for decades.
Students who are members of The United Methodist
Church may apply for a Fall 2018 GBHEM scholarship
online between Jan. 3 and March 7, 2018 – March 7, 2018
at: www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. Student loans
are also available at interest rates as low as 3.75% (lower
than federal educational loan rates) with a credit worthy
cosigner.
Below are the IGRC scholarship recipients for 2017-2018:
• Richard Andrews, Bethel UMC, attending Illinois
Central College, $800 United Methodist General
Scholarship
• Sophia Ballard, Centenary UMC, attending Southern
Illinois University-Edwardsville, $1,000 Dr. Karen
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Karen Barakat, Port Byron First UMC, attending St.
Ambrose University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of
Hope Scholarship
• David Bell, Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC,
attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale,
$1,000 Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
• Jenna Biagi, Troy UMC, attending Lindenwood
University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship
• Alexander Biggs, Springfield First UMC, attending
Greenville University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of
Hope Scholarship
• Miranda Brookshier, Vienna UMC, attending
University of Illinois, $1,500 HANA Scholarship
• Tyler Brown, Normal Calvary UMC, attending
Missouri State University, $500 Ethnic Scholarship
• Alexa Duffy, First UMC, attending North Central
College, $750 UM Allocation Award
• Sydney Duncan, Manito UMC, attending University
of Illinois-Springfield, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of
Hope Scholarship
• Isaac Elkins, Casey UMC, attending North Central

College, $1,500 UM Allocation Award

• Raeghan Goins, Goreville UMC, attending Olivet
Nazarene University, $500 United Methodist General
Scholarship
• Grant Gourley, Normal Calvary UMC, attending
University of Louisville, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift
of Hope Scholarship
• Landon Harr, Normal Calvary UMC, attending
Georgia Southern University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman
Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Madeline Harrison, Canton Wesley UMC, attending
Olivet Nazarene University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman
Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Ann Hinds, Bluford Otterbein UMC, attending
United Theological Seminary, $2,500 SEA Allocation
• Deepak Holkar, Atlanta UMC, attending GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary, $10,000 Excellence
in Clergy Leadership Scholarship
• Brennan Hurley, Grafton UMC, attending Duke
Divinity School, $10,00 Excellence in Clergy
Leadership Scholarship
• Nathaniel Jackstadt, Maryville St. Lukes UMC,
attending Butler University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman
Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Joseph Jackstadt, Maryville St. Lukes UMC, attending
Illinois State University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift
of Hope Scholarship
• Molly Kern, Vandalia First UMC, attending
MacMurray College, $2,500 UM Allocation
• Haven King-Nobles, Decatur First UMC, attending
Oberlin College, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of
Hope Scholarship
• Camryn Lee, Maryville St. Lukes UMC, attending
Missouri State University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman
Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Young Sun Lee, Korean Jesus Love Ministry, attending
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, $1,500
Baxter Roelfson Sands Scholarship
• Bradley Lewis, O’Fallon First UMC, attending
Asbury Theological Seminary, $1,200 John Q. Schisler
Scholarship
• Hannah Littlejohn, Casey UMC, attending Southern
Illinois University-Edwardsville, $1,000 Dr. Karen
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Cara McMorris, Hope UMC, attending GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary, $1,500 John Q.
Schisler Scholarship and $1,000 IGRC Merit Award

• Spencer Melgreen, Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC,
attending University of Illinois-Chicago, $1,000 Dr.
Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Rachel Miller, Westfield UMC, attending Kentucky
Wesleyan College, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of
Hope Scholarship and $2,500 UM Allocation Award
• Willa Phillips, Chatham UMC, attending the
University of Missouri-Columbia, $500 Ethnic
Scholarship
• Quintin Powers, Homer UMC, attending Augustana
University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship
• Michael Rudzinski, Washington Crossroads UMC,
attending Asbury Theological Seminary, $1,750 E. Craig
Brandenburg Scholarship
• Carol Rudzinski, Washington Crossroads UMC,
attending Asbury Theological Seminary, $1,750 E. Craig
Brandenburg Scholarship
• Frankie Ann Schripsema, Bradley Wesley UMC,
attending Worcester Polytechnic Institute, $1,000
Ethnic Scholarship
• Jacey Scwarzlose, Zion UMC, attending Wabash
Valley Community College, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman
Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Kyle Steward, Alton Main Street UMC, attending
Eden Theological Seminary, $1,200 John Q. Schisler
Scholarship
• Andrea Stuby, Alton Main Street UMC, attending
Eden Theological Seminary, $1,000 United Methodist
General Scholarship
• Kelsey Sutherand, Belleville St. Matthew UMC,
attending McKendree University, $5,000 UM
Allocation
• Gabriel Tinge, Fairview Heights Christ UMC,
attending Maryville University, $1,000 Dr. Karen
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Kathryn Todd, Bloomington Wesley UMC,
attending Illinois State University, $1,000 Allan J. Burry
Scholarship
• Joseph Towner, Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC,
attending Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville,
$1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship
• Ellie Tutewiler, Casey UMC, attending Illinois State
University, $1,000 Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship
• Roxy Twaddle, Bloomington Hope UMC, attending
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, $7,500
Excellence in Clergy Leadership Scholarship

Time
for

There’s
still time!

Giving
APPRECIATED PROPERTY GIFTS
If you own investments that have increased in value (stocks,
bonds, real estate, or mutual funds), you can donate them
to a church or charity and take a charitable income tax deduction for the full fair market value and avoid declaring the
capital gain of the assets as income. Many people consider
this the equivalent of a “double deduction.”

EXPRESS FAITH
WHY YEAR END GIVING?

giving

Year-end is a perfect time to take stock and reflect on
our many blessings. It seems only natural to express our
gratitude with a gift. While many of these gifts will be given
to family and friends, we may also have been blessed by our
church and other church organizations. Wouldn’t it make
sense to remember these special organizations too?

receive.

Charitable giving is a great way to provide welcome support
for others, and it also has a way of blessing the giver in
return.

For it is in
that we

CASH GIFTS
A cash gift in any amount is a convenient and popular way to
show your faithful support for the church or other ministries.
The full amount of your gift qualifies as a 2017 charitable
income tax deduction up to a percentage of your adjusted
gross income. Make certain your check is dated 2017 and
received or postmarked no later than December 31, 2017 to
receive a deduction this year.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
As you think of those special persons (a teacher, pastor,
relative or other loved one) who have touched your life, you
want to do something “just right” to demonstrate that they
are remembered. A memorial tribute can be a satisfying way
to salute those whose memories continue to enrich our lives.

Year-end is also the Christmas season. For many Christians
this is an occasion to give in gratitude for God’s greatest gift
to us, Jesus Christ. In all our giving, let us never forget these
familiar words, “For God so loved the world that he gave
his only son...” Why not make a special effort to honor Him
in your giving this Christmas season - it may be the most
important gift you give. May God bless you as you make this
expression of your faith.

SALE GIFT & DIRECT GIFT
Stock with Fair Market
Value (Cost Basis $200) $1,000
Taxable Gain on Sale
$800
Capital Gain Tax at 15% $120
Net Sale After Tax
$880
Charitable Tax Deduction $880
Tax Savings at 25%
$220

Stock with Fair Market
Value (Cost Basis $200)
$1,000
Taxable Gain on Contribution 0
Capital Gain Tax at Due
0
Net Gift to Charity
$1,000
Charitable Tax Deduction  $1,000
Tax Savings at 25%
$250

Notice how the Direct Gift option can result in the church
or charity receiving $120 more while costing you $30 less! To
receive this special tax treatment, you must have owned the
property for at least one year. Your gift can be deducted up to
30% of your adjusted gross income. Larger gifts may qualify for a
carry-forward of amounts in excess of the 30%.

GIVING & RETAINING
INCOME FOR LIFE
Did you know you can give to a charity while retaining
income from the gift for the rest of your life? A charitable
gift annuity or charitable remainder trust enables you
to receive flexible or guaranteed income. Plus, there are
significant tax advantages.
Let’s assume you are 70 years old and wish to make a

F O U N D AT I O N

Disciplined
Investments
Prudent
Investments
StrongSpiritual
SpiritualDividends
Dividends
Strong
United Methodist Foundation

To qualify for a 2017 charitable income tax deduction, your gift must be made by
December 31, 2017. Complete your gift today and you will receive the tax benefits
as well as the satisfaction of supporting your favorite ministries.

This brochure is not intended as legal/tax advice. It is always important to consult with your attorney or tax
consultant before making this kind of gift.

$10,000 gift to the church when you are gone, but need to
receive income until then. You can make the gift now and
receive several attractive benefits. First, you could receive
income that exceeds what you are currently earning on the
$10,000. At age 70 you may receive 6.1% of the $10,000
each through a gift annuity ($610) - greater than most
bonds or CDs. Next, a portion of the $610 annual annuity
may be tax-free over your life expectancy. This may increase
the taxable equivalent yield to over 7%. Finally you will
receive a 2017 charitable income tax deduction for the
remaining portion of your gift. This deduction may save
you $1,000 or more in federal income taxes. Making a
life-income gift now offers all these advantages and also
provides the satisfaction of knowing you have helped your
church or charitable organization in a significant way.

WISE TAX PLANNING
Making extra gifts or accelerating future gifts into the 2017
tax year can enable an itemized income tax deduction.
The standard deduction threshold for 2017 is $12,600 for
joint filers and $6,300 for singles. If your total deductions
are less than those amounts, you won’t be able to deduct
any charitable gifts. An extra year-end gift may add just
enough to allow you to take advantage of your full itemized
deduction. Many tax-wise donors accelerate contributions
for the coming year to enable itemization at least every
other year.

GIVING UNNEEDED
LIFE INSURANCE
Do you own an old life insurance policy that is no longer
needed? Perhaps the purpose for the policy no longer exists
(your children are grown or your mortgage is paid off) or
your financial situation has changed and mitigates the need
for the insurance. Consider giving the policy to the church or
a charity and receive a charitable income tax deduction for
the lesser of your cost basis or the replacement value. This is
a great way to benefit a cause you support without reducing
your checking account. If the value is more than you wish
to donate, consider cashing in the policy and giving a lesser
portion, your gift may sufficiently reduce or eliminate any
potential taxes due from the sale.

For more information on giving opportunities,
please contact:

United Methodist Foundation

P.O. Box 3487, Springfield, IL 62708-3487
Phone 217.529.3217
Cell 217.741.5466
Fax 217.529.4181
tfrost@igrc.org

Year end giving, say thank you and you’re welcome in one gift.

Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund

Wise mEn
anD WomEn
sTill sEEk Him..

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

Let Preachers’ Aid help you with your financial planning in 2018.
See us about estate planning, gift annuities, and on-going contributions.

