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Events & Announcements

NEWS From The Episcopal Office

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints
the following:
Carolyn “Carrie” Carnes to Peoria First Associate,
Illinois River District, effective July 1.
Robert E. Sabo, Jr. to Watseka, Iroquois River District,
effective July 1.
Lindsay Churchman to Normal First: Associate,
Vermilion River District, effective July 1.
Richard “Rick” Pierce to Cisco, Sangamon River
District, effective July 1.
Rose Booker-Jones to Iroquois River District Superintedent, effective July 1.
Scott Grulke to Embarras River District Superintendent, effective July 1.
Scott Carnes to Hudson, Vermilion River Distrct, effective July 1.
Rob Dillingham to Farina, Kaskaskia River District,
effective July 1. He will also move from the status as
part-time local pastor to probationary elder.
Carol Stufflebeam to Virginia, LaMoine River District,
effective July 1.
Roosevelt Smith II to Chatsworth-Forrest, Vermilion
River District, effective July 1.
Kent Lolling to Springfield Laurel, Sangamon River
District, effective July 1.
Randall Reese to lead co-pastor, Normal Calvary,
Vermilion River District, effective July 1.
Deborah Reese to lead co-pastor, Normal Calvary,
Vermilion River District, effective July 1.

Change of status
Jean Webster, discontinuation of retired local pastor,
effective June 30.

Deaths
Alice Ann Heitkamp, a former lay member to annual
conference from Centralia First UMC, died March 15.
Mrs. Heitkamp is the mother of Rev. Steve Heitkamp, an
IGRC pastor.
Expressions of sympathy can be sent to: William Heitkamp, 25 Magnolia Dr., Centralia, IL 62801 or Rev. Steve
Heitkamp, 3557 Harbor Way, Belleville, IL 62221-0462.
A complete obituary may be found at: http://www.
igrc.org/obituarydetail/96739.

Rev. Eugene F. Black, a retired IGRC pastor, died
March 12, in Mattoon.
Rev. Black served 49 years in active ministry in the
former Southern Illinois Conference, retiring in 1995. He
then served in local church ministry for 14 years at Mattoon First UMC, completing his second ministry in 2010.
He is the father of IGRC Director of Communication
Ministries Paul Black and the grandfather of IGRC pastor
Andy Black.
A complete obituary may be found at: http://www.
igrc.org/obituarydetail/96639.
Expressions of sympathy can be sent to: Helen Black,
1112 Annis Ave., Mattoon, IL 61938; Paul Black, 3012
Winterwood Drive, Springfield, IL 62704; or Andy Black,
222 W. Madison, Apt. B, Pontiac, IL 61764.
ON THE COVER: Rev. Janice Griffith, then Spoon River District Superintendent (top) and Sangamon River District Lay Leader Dr. Pete Paulson (middle)
participate in an Imagine No Malaria net distribution in Bo, Sierra Leone in
November 2010. IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development Mike
Crawford (bottom) finishes the Chicago Marathon after running for Imagine
No Malaria in October 2013.
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From The Episcopal Office
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Gifted Saints: short stories
My life and faith have been shaped by GIFTED
LAITY. So has yours. Men and women in my neighborhood, family or church composed these short
stories where our lives intersected in Ft. Smith, Ark.
1. Not yet 10 years old, Mrs. Hazel K. Miler hired
me to do odd jobs at her house. We lived in the
same neighborhood.
2. Every summer, Mrs. Maggie Dean visited her
daughter for a month. She hired me to keep
her elderly mother company and stay overnight. Mrs. Thompson (her mother) told me
a thousand stories. She talked. I listened. Her
picture stayed in my billfold a longtime.
3. Sgt. and Mrs. Washington; he was a man of
the world and she a woman of the church.
They drove us to Camp Aldersgate, provided
scholarships, and kept us involved in Methodist Youth Fellowship and youth events. They
exuded commitment and service to young
folks. Years later, Sgt. Washington died. Mrs.

4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

Washington asked me to preach his funeral. I
did.
Sister Paula, a Benedictine nun, taught me to
play the piano.
I needed a job. Mr. Cleo Wesson gave me a job
in his barber shop. I shined shoes, mopped the
floor and ran errands.
Mrs. Minnie Barron, Wesson’s sister, touched
my life with faith, hope and encouragement.
Mrs. Estella Davis lived to be 102. She had the
youth choir. We practiced at her house. Every
Sunday, I was one of her altar boys, helping
prep the altar for Sunday worship. Dressing
nice, being on time and going to church was
her mantra. Years later, I did the funeral for
Mrs. Davis, per her request.
I needed $75 that would allow me to continue
my college education, Dr. MacDonald (medical doctor) loaned me the money. When I tried
to repay him; he refused the payment. Instead,
BISHOP CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Booker-Jones, Grulke, Eastin appointed new superintendents
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton has announced the appointment of three new superintendents to
the Cabinet, effective July 1.
On March 9, Keaton announced the appointments
of Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-Jones as Iroquois River District
Superintendent and the Rev. Scott Grulke as Embarras River
District Superintendent, and on March 30, the Rev. Carol
Lakota Eastin as Kaskaskia River District Superintendent.
Booker-Jones will succeed Rev. In-Sook Hwang, who has
been appointed pastor of Carbondale Grace UMC. Grulke
succeeds Rev. Randall Reese, who has been appointed colead pastor of Normal Calvary. Eastin succeeds Rev. Cynthia
Jones, who announced her retirement March 13.
All three appointments followed consultation with the
respective districts’ Committees on Superintendency in accordance with the disciplinary process.

Booker-Jones will succeed Hwang, who has been Iroquois River District Superintendent for the past six years.
"Like John Wesley, Rose's vision is the world is my parish," Keaton said in making the announcement. "She has
exhibited servant leadership at every level of the church.
For example, Rose has chaired the IGRC Board of Ordained
Ministry, chaired a coalition of pastors in East St. Louis
focused on community social justice and is currently serving
on a General Conference Committee of Strengthening the
Black Church for the 21st Century.
Booker-Jones is currently pastor at Peoria Bethel UMC.
“I consider it a blessing to serve the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference in a new way. While it will be tough leaving a
wonderful church it will be exciting to begin a new ministry
that has the possibility of helping clergy and churches in the
Iroquois River District claim God’s future for their ministry,”
APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CLASSIFIEDS
Director of Connectional Ministries
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church is conducting
a search for a Director of Connectional Ministries (DCM). This Disciplinary position
is a full-time, salaried Conference Staff position. The DCM supervises and collaborates with the Equipping and Connecting Team Coordinators and guides the annual
conference’s leaders in the task of equipping present and future leaders to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. For more information
about the IGRC Connectional Ministries, visit www.igrc.org/conn_min
The successful candidate will have an understanding of oneself as a Christian
disciple who is growing deeper in love of God and neighbor and will have the
ability to articulate and live out one’s faith and growth. Candidate must possess
leadership and other executive administrative skills in addition to collaborative
and team building skills.
A Master’s Degree is required. A comprehensive knowledge of denominational
and conference structures and programs is beneficial.
The complete job description can be found at: www.igrc.org/dcm_jobdescription
Compensation includes salary, housing, health insurance, pension, travel expenses
and credentialing/continuing education.
Please send a letter of application, resume and three professional references to
IGRCHumanResources@igrc.org or
Human Resource Administrator
United Methodist Center,
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207
Applications must be received by April 11, 2014.
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Vocational Discernment Facilitator – IGRC Board of Ministry:
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church is conducting

a search for a Vocational Discernment Facilitator. This is a part-time, year-round
Conference staff position with a suggested start date of July 1, 2014. The Facilitator
is responsible for assisting the Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM) in fulfilling
its mission of fostering a culture of call to ministry in the IGRC and by assisting
emerging leaders as they discern their specific call.
For the complete Vocational Discernment Facilitator job description, visit: www.
igrc.org/VDF
The successful candidate will be an ordained clergy in the United Methodist
Church. Background or experience in mentoring and vocational training is helpful
along with a comprehensive knowledge of ministerial candidate processes and
vocational options.
Compensation will be commensurate with experience and includes pension, travel
expenses and continuing education.
Please send a letter of application, resume and three professional references to:
IGRCHumanResources@igrc.org or
Human Resource Administrator
United Methodist Center
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207
Applications must be received by May 1, 2014.
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Full-time Seasonal Cook position at Jensen Woods Camp:
Employment would begin Sunday, June 1, and end July 18. He/she would work
40 hours a week preparing meals for campers, transporting meal ingredients to
camp sites, and cleaning up. Hours would begin on Sunday afternoons and end
Friday after lunch. Salary is negotiable, depending on experience, and site-specific
training is provided. An Illinois Food Service Manager’s Sanitation License is
required; CPR and First Aid Certification is expected and provided. Please contact
the Coordinator of Camping and Retreat Ministries, Alice Shirley, at 217-529-2646

2014 Camping Guide
available

of present ministry operation and
vision, as well as to share an initial assessment of operation of the camp.

The 2014 Summer Camping Guide,
Finding Your True Self in Jesus, was
mailed to subscribers of The Current
in the Current's December 2013 issue.
These guides were also mailed to
each church in the conference, which
means that someone in your church
probably saw and handled them and
put them on display.

IGRC Bible Bowl at East Bay
May 4

If you are unable to find a paper
copy, visit: www.igrc.org/camping
and click on the cover of the Camping Guide to view and/or to save it to
your computer.

Camping to hold town hall
meetings
As part of a consultation by Kaleidoscope, Inc., the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference Commission on Camping
and Retreat Ministries (CCRM) has
arranged for "town hall" meetings
which are open to any interested
persons at each of the five conference-owned camp sites this spring.
Meetings are scheduled as follows:
• Jensen Woods, April 2, 6 p.m. at
Dixon Lodge
• Living Springs, April 3, 6 p.m. at
Fellheimer Lodge
• East Bay, April 4, 6 p.m. at the
Dining Hall (wing)
• Little Grassy, May 20, 7 p.m., at
the Dining Hall
• Epworth, May 21, 6 p.m., at the
Family Life Center
The purpose of the meeting at each
site is to gather history, perceptions

The 2014 Conference Bible Bowl will
be on Sunday, May 4, from 2:30 to 5
p.m., at East Bay Camp, 24248 Ron
Smith Memorial Highway in Hudson.
Scriptures for the 2014 Illinois Great
Rivers Conference Bible Bowl are as
follows:
• Elementary (grades 3-6*) Matthew 1:18 - 7:29
• Junior High (grades 6*-8) Genesis 1 – 8
• Senior High (grades 9-12) 1 and 2 Timothy
A list of sample questions for each
age level is available by request.
For more information, contact Rev.
John M. Hauck, Conference Bible
Bowl Coordinator, 401 Walnut St.,
Washington, IL 61571-2797, or by
calling 309-444-3228 (church); 309444-4727 (parsonage); or 309-3631901 (cell) or visit: www.igrc.org/
biblebowl.

Light the Fire to focus
on disabilities
Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City,
Ohio, in cooperation with United
Theological Seminary, will host the
2014 Light the Fire! Conference May
8-9. This year's them is Fullness of
Christ: A Church for All People and
speakers include leading theologians, counselors, biblical scholars,
pastors and bishops.

Dome of the Rock ‘out of place’
for Lent
Editor, The Current:
I was surprised to see the Dome of the Rock picture on the front page of
The Current (March 2014 issue). The Muslim Golden Dome seems so out
of place for the season of Lent.
I know the Dome picture is meant to help illustrate the Holy Pilgrimage story for the issue. But the Dome of the Rock, built in 692 A.D. over
the place where the Hebrew Temples had been, is a monument for the
Muslim conquest of the Holy Land.
On the inside of the Dome, several times verses from the Koran say that
Jesus is not the Son of God. For 1,300 years, this message on the Dome’s
walls has been sent to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre just across the
way. On the floor of the Dome is the rock where the Bible says Abraham
intended to sacrifice Isaac. But the Koran corrects this, saying Abraham
was a Muslim and Ishmael was the intended sacrifice.
The same rock is also the place from which the Prophet Muhammad
ascended to heaven. The Muslim message beneath the Dome is clear.
The Old and New Testaments today are corruptions of the Word of God
filled with mistakes, but the Koran corrects the scripture mistakes.
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This year's focus will
include topics such as:
• Faithful Supports
for Those Touched by Autism
• Spirituality and Depression
• The Ministry of Memory: Dimentia -- A Disease That Should
Never Be Forgotten
• Creating a Church Service for
the Recovery Community
• How to Set Up a DisabilityFriendly Church
• God, the Church and Down's
Syndrome: A Parental Perspective
For more information, visit: www.
lightthefire.org.

NCJ Boot Camp May 20-22
The North Central Jurisdiction (NCJ)
Boot Camp is scheduled May 20-22
in Champaign. This year the NCJ
Developers Network is providing a
$200 discount for the first participating team member from any church,
making the cost only $195. Additional team members can attend for
$100 each. (Prices increase by $100
per person after April 20).
Boot camp is designed to help participants develop their action plan
from its first dream through six to 12
months after the launch of the new
venture.
This year's presenters include: Kim
Griffith, former church planter,
now trainer and coach with Griffith
Coaching, and Adam Weber, the
founding pastor of Embrace Church
in Sioux Falls, S.D. In less than eight
EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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(Editor’s note: As one who participated on the Holy Land pilgrimage, one
of the prevailing themes that emerged was how three major religious
faiths – Judaism, Christianity and Islam – with overlapping claims to
various sites and monuments -- work at coexistence with one another.
The Dome of the Rock is an example where tensions have risen recently
and it is correct that it is on this site where two previous Hebrew temples
were built and where Jews believe it will be built for a third time.
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre demonstrates how even Christian
religions have difficulty getting along and ironically, it is two Muslim
families, that have been entrusted with opening the church every morning and locking it every night for the Catholics and five Orthodox faiths.
Over the centuries, many from the various faith groups have done things
in the name of God. One thing is certain, we are all in need of forgiveness
– something only God can do for us.)

Thank you
Editor, The Current:
Thank you to all who shared cards, flowers, and memorial funds, and
kind words. My family and I will never forget your kindness to us at the
death of our loved one, Rolland H. Devor, Jr., who died on Dec. 14, 2013.

I would have preferred a picture of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre on
the Current’s front page. But the Muslim Golden Dome picture could be
seen as a call to Christians to forgive those who trespass against us, that
we might be forgiven. How very appropriate for the season of Lent.

I cannot explain why it has taken me so long to express my appreciation
to everyone. The conference clergy were amazing to our family: Bishop
Keaton, Rev. Cindy Jones, Rev. Mark and Karen Doane, Rev. Brad and
Donna Henson, Rev. Sam and Marilyn Totten, Rev. Ed and Pat Hoke and
Rev. Roger Russell; Preachers’ Mutual Benefit Association and Preachers
Aid and Society.

Grace and Peace,
Douglas W. Rettig
IGRC Retired Clergy

Thanks again
Rev. Janice M. Devor
IGRC Retired Clergy
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Upcoming missionary visits to the IGRC
BY CAROLYN YOCKEY
As churches move into a new calendar year, some are considering a
missionary relationship, someone to support. Below are some missionaries to consider.
We were blessed to have Victor Taryor in the conference the last two
weeks of January, though it was not the best time for someone from
Liberia. And, no, he has not returned to warm weather but is currently
in West Ohio, will return to Liberia late in March.
We have some missionaries that will be visiting the conference later
this year. If you would like any of them to visit you, please contact me
at clpy508@aol.com or by calling 309-452-3936.

Connie Wieck, June 1 to Aug. 10
Connie Wieck serves Longzhou ("Long Joe"), in
southern China near the Vietnam border, under
the auspices of Amity Foundation. Amity was
established in 1985 by Chinese Christians to
work for community development. Its work covers education, health, disaster relief, blindness
prevention, and church-initiated projects. It is a
mission partner of Global Ministries.
Connie has been with Global Ministries since
1996 as an English language teacher. Connie will attend part of mission
u, Aug. 1-6.
Missionary Support Code: 10672Z
Read more of Connie's work by visiting: http://www.umcmission.
org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/MissionaryProfiles/Wieck-Cornelia-Connie

Lorenz Richard Koch, Sept. 6-14
The Rev. Lorenz Richard Koch is a missionary
with the General Board of Global Ministries
assigned to both the Brazilian and Hispanic
congregations of the Comunidad Christiana
Latino-Americana in Geneva, Switzerland. He is
a clergyman of the Methodist Church of Brazil.
Koch was born in Sao Paulo, Brazil, of German
parents and baptized into the Lutheran Church.
He was introduced to the Methodist Church of
Brazil as a young adult working in civil aviation. Several pastors helped
him to understand his call to ministry.
Missionary Support Code: 3021261
Read more of Richard’s work by visiting: http://www.umcmission.
org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/MissionaryProfiles/Koch-Lorenz-Richard

Daniel and Rachel Gabler,
Nov. 16-25 (tentative)
Daniel and Rachel Gabler who serve in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo are interested
in speaking to churches in our conference,
tentatively Nov. 16-25.
Daniel is a pilot and mechanic who is head of a
maintenance center for three flight ministries in
that country. From 2007 to 2012, he worked in
aviation ministries from a base in White River,
South Africa, where his gifts and skills were shared, enabling ZUMAT
(Zululand Mission Air Transport) and Mercy Air to maintain their planes.
Rachel, who grew up in Bolivia, is a partner with her husband in the
aviation ministry. She previously served in Mozambique with World
Vision as an administrative officer and as a human resources manager
in Maputo and Tete.
Daniel’s Missionary Support Code: 19239Z
Read more of Daniel’s work at: http://www.umcmission.org/ExploreOur-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/GablerDaniel
Rachel’s Missionary Support Code: 12940Z
Read more of Rachel's work by visiting: http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Gabler-Rachel
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An individual subscription is $15 per year. The
opinions expressed in viewpoints are those of the
writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of
The Current, The IGRC, or The UMC.
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P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org, website www.igrc.org
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Local Church NEWS

CHRISTIAN Conversations

Bourbonnais Grace
celebrates with
Mardi Gras fete
BY MARY BRADY
Pastor, Bourbonnais Grace UMC

REFLECTIONS

Bourbonnais Grace UMC held a Mardi Gras celebration on Shrove
Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday. The party—complete with
beads and feathers and balloons and candy, included pancakes,
sausage, bacon, fruit and King Cakes. Pastor Mary Brady also provided a worship service which highlighted the communal aspect of
not only this day, but of our Lenten observances.

Lessons my father taught me
BY PAUL BLACK

appointed

Photos inset in the story: Rev. Eugene Black, fall of 1957, when he was appointed
to Marion Aldersgate Methodist Church. The youth group of Aldersgate at the 1958
Beulah Youth Institute. This group was one of many youth groups Rev. Black introduced to camping throughout his ministry. Rev. Black (in back standing in water)
after baptizing a new believer in the Ohio River near Metropolis. Private First Class
Eugene Black and Helen Plowman on their Wedding Day Sept. 9, 1945
(Photos supplied by the family)

Mardi Gras is French for “Fat Tuesday.” It refers
to the day before Lent starts. Since Lent
always starts on a Wednesday, the day before
is always a Tuesday. And it’s called “Fat” or
“Great” because it’s associated with great
food and parties.
In earlier times, Christians used Lent as a time of fasting and repentance. Since they didn’t want to be tempted by sweets, meat and
other distractions in the house, they cleaned out their cabinets.
They used up all the sugar and yeast in sweet breads before the
Lent season started and fixed meals with all the meat available.
It was a great feast! Through the years Mardi Gras has evolved (in
some places) into a pretty wild party with little to do with preparing for the Lenten season of repentance and simplicity. Oh well. But
Christians still know its origin and hang onto the true Spirit of the
season.
Another term used (in British countries)
to describe the day before Lent starts is
Shrove Tuesday. “Shrove” is derived from
the old English word ‘shrive’, meaning
‘confess all sins’. It is called Pancake Day
because it is the day traditionally for
eating pancakes as a way to use up any
stocks of milk, butter, and eggs, which
were forbidden during the abstinence of Lent.

The Caseyville
United Methodist
Church in the
Mississippi River District has a group of workers church members refer

to as "The Bear Makers." They have been making cloth teddy bears for years. About 100 bears a month are
taken to various hospital emergency rooms to comfort children as they are being treated. In March, The
Bear Makers made a dozen bears to accompany a new non-profit called The Big Picture Project on mission
to Nicaragua along with Project HOPE. The children loved the bears and there were many smiles when the
children were told that a church several thousands of miles away will be praying for them. The Big Picture
Project goes to areas of poverty and provides cameras for the young people to document their lives and their
stories of hope for the future.

Michaels honored by Waynesville UMC
BY SHERIE ROSS
Waynesville UMC

Gerald Michaels is Waynesville UMC’s oldest member
at 96 years young. He is pictured here with his
daughter Janice Dellinger. Gerald is still actively
involved in the life of the church and in the same pew
most every Sunday. Sadly, at the end of 2013, the
Administrative Board received his resignation.
The board decided to honor Gerald for all his years
of service to our church and community. We knew
Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) was
something near and dear to his heart. Gerald served
on the building committee when it was in the
planning stages and had a shovel in his hand for the

ground breaking ceremonies. Gerald and his wife,
Ruth also went on six mission trips to the southwest
with Rev. Jack Travelstead.
The Waynesville UMC voted to donate $500 to
MMDC’s current fundraiser, “Paving the future –
Brick by Brick”. In addition to helping with capital
improvements, warehouse expansion, and other
needed buildings at MMDC, there will be a brick
with Gerald and Ruth Michael’s name outside the
front building of the center. This quote came from
one of MMDC’s flyers. “With our hands we touch our
communities. With our arms, we reach out to the
world.” Gerald has done both!
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One of the greatest insights into my father came at Christmas 1998.
It was the first Christmas since my family had moved to
Springfield and my brother, father and mother had joined us
for the holiday festivities. It was at that time that I gave my
father the movie, Saving Private Ryan on video tape which
had been released during the summer.
Following our noon meal, we sat down to watch the film
together. Those familiar with the film
know that the first 30 minutes is a depiction of the D-Day invasion at Normandy
and is rather graphic. It was obvious in
watching that segment my father became
very emotional.
Seeing this, my mother said, “Paul, turn
off the movie. It’s bothering your father.”
But Dad insisted on watching the rest
of the film. Two hours later, my father told
me a story I had never heard before but
one, I believe, helped me understand my
father.
He told our family how he was called in along with seven
or eight others to begin training for a mission. The mission
was to chase after German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel
(who was known as The Desert Fox) who was stirring up
trouble in North Africa. Dad said about a week into the training his mission was aborted and he returned to his platoon. It
was only later that he found out that the aborted mission was
a suicide mission.
Dad was never more than a Private First Class in the U.S.
Army during World War II but he was always proud of his
military service. He was a chaplain’s aide, guarded prisoners
of war and processed prisoners of war following German and
Japanese surrenders until his discharge in early 1946.
Although Dad said he never thought about it, I believe that
this experience explains my Dad’s passion for ministry. God
had spared his
life for a purpose
and he threw
everything he had
into the ministry
upon his return
from the war.
He always
talked about dying with his boots
on. And for 49
years of active
ministry, Rev.
Eugene Black
served the former
Southern Illinois
Conference. After
taking a year off in retirement, he returned and served 14
years as minister of visitation at Mattoon First United Methodist Church. He would be quick to admit the end of both
chapters of ministry was not his idea. He is quite proud of the
fact he never sent a letter to Bishop David Lawson requesting
retirement, saying, “Why would I request something I do not
want?” And when General Conference raised the mandatory
retirement age from 70 to 72 after his retirement, he asked
Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher if that meant the conference owed him two more years of active service.
My mother has simply said that Dad was married to her

for 68 years but he was also married to
gelistic efforts. He realized that before
the ministry. The life that ended March
you could have opportunities to share
12, 2014 -- just a week shy of his 89th
one’s faith, you had to have a relationbirthday -- left a legacy that continues to
ship – a relationship that showed your
live through the lives that he touched.
genuine care and concern for others.
Over the past two weeks, as nearly
Dad was committed to itinerancy.
300 persons gathered for visitation and
As a United Methodist, my father itinthe funeral service, many more joinerated throughout his 49 years of active
ing us through cards and expressions of
ministry, including to appointments
sympathy, I have heard stories of how my
where he wondered what a Bishop and
father made a difference in many people’s
Cabinet were thinking when they sent
lives – many of them after he retired
him there. In fact, after a fruitful minisfrom active ministry. But I would say
try at Marion Aldersgate from 1957 to
there were some guiding principles to my
1966, he was asked by a contemporary
Dad’s life that made the difference in the
of his why he went there, telling him
impact he had on people.
that he was asked to go there as well as
Dad was a man of prayer. I do
two others and they all turned the apnot know anyone that prayed like my
pointment down.
father. His prayers reached the Gates of Heaven, as they were
“I went there because I was appointed there,” was his
intimate, vulnerable and yet very bold. Dad discovered many
simple response. It was a vow he had taken at ordination and
years ago what Christian author Mark Batterson wrote, “One’s a vow he kept, even when it wasn’t convenient.
prayers reflect the size of one’s God.” Dad did not believe anyDad invested in others. My father understood that hard
thing was beyond prayer except that which was outside the
work can only get you so far. To have exponential effect, you
Will of God. And Dad took God at God’s word on that.
have to invest in others. Through the years, he mentored a
In 1990, after the birth of our son, Andrew, my wife Caronumber of pastors and was a source of encouragement in
lyn was facing gall bladder surgery. She had a lot of anxiety
their calls to ministry. During his 49 years of ministry, 17
and my father prayed for her
before she went into surgery.
“I went there because I was
there.”
She said there was a calm that
came over her after Dad finished praying.
And Rev. Ken Cox, in sharing at the funeral, told of he and answered the call to ministry.
Dad praying for a woman with a severe skin condition who
And for his grandson, who is in his first year of ministry as
was healed at one of the healing services at Mattoon First
a seminary student, Dad was a guiding influence.
UMC.
Son Andy had hoped his Grandpa would be able to be to
Dad connected with people. For a nine-year-old boy on
stand with him when he was commissioned and ordained as
a farm in Marion County, Ill., who felt inadequate when he
a pastor. And although that wasn’t possible, Grandpa will be
was called into the ministry because he was shy, my Dad got
there symbolically.
over it! My Dad could make his
As we were preparing for visitation, Andy stopped by to
rounds in a room better than a
see Grandma and she said, “Andrew! (he says Grandma is the
politician could with one slight
only one that calls him Andrew) Come over here” where she
difference. Unlike some politiled him to the front closet. In the front closet was a nearly
cians, when my Dad was talking
brand new clergy robe his Grandpa had purchased just
to you, you had his undivided
months before he was released from his duties at Mattoon
attention. He wasn’t looking over
First UMC. Although Andy stands two to three inches taller
your shoulder to see if there was
than his Grandpa, it was a perfect fit.
someone more important he
The robe became the linkage to a new generation of minneeded to talk to.
istry and a way for Grandpa to be present at commissioning
It was through connecting
and ordination.
with people that doors opened
Tears came to my eyes as I thought, “the handoff is comfor sharing one’s faith. Dad was
plete.”
never presumptuous in his evanIn Saving Private Ryan, the old soldier who was saved by
Ryan, although it cost Ryan his life, asked the question, “Have
I been a good man?” It is a question that many ask at the end
of their lives.
For those that gathered for the visitation and funeral and
those who joined us in spirit, assembled to offer a resounding
“Yes!” for one who gave everything he had for a ministry he
loved and a God he served.

The highlights of the evening were the fine
jazz-playing and song provided by Grace’s
90-year old Harlan Helgeson and his band
and the parade of children wearing their
newly-created Mardi Gras masks, winding
through the congregation while the band
played When The Saints Go Marching In at
the close of the worship service.
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CONNECTIONS: Making a difference in their communities

The old adage says, “It’s not what you know but who you know.”
Whether it’s true is a matter of debate, but one thing is certain:
More knowledge often comes about by knowing more people,
and knowing more people comes through being more involved.

A child ’s

Across Southern Illinois, leaders of all ages and backgrounds are
involved, learning things and making a difference in their communities and region. They use their connections to help other
people and to make Southern Illinois a better place.

Rev. Stan Irvin, pastor of Carrier Mills United Methodist Church,
was one of four individuals spotlighted by Life & Style, a publication of the Southern Illinoisan, in its Spring 2014 issue.

...made with lo e!

BY AUDRA HOWARD
Illiopolis UMC

ILLIOPOLIS – Working with the children of one’s
community is always an adventure, but since undertaking the ASK (After School Kids) program, it has been
especially beneficial to watch the children exhibit their
various talents in a relaxed atmosphere. And especially
watching our kids themselves create a quilt from the
very beginning which they are aware will be given to
some fortunate child at Cunningham Children’s Home
in Urbana.
I wish I could express in proper words the feelings
that one gets watching these kids exhibit such wonderful talent – the creativity, the unique
ideas coming from these children, their
artistic talents, but most especially their
eagerness to undertake a project when
they know someone less fortunate will
be given a quilt made especially for that
child.
Let me explain in depth how this
quilt began and how it developed. It was
explained to the children that this would
be their project, that it was for someone
much needier than themselves and we
hoped their ideas would come freely as
time progressed. Little did we know just
how truly involved these kids would become as the quilt began to take shape.
First, they were asked to draw an idea on paper – just
anything that came to mind. Some wrote on their block,

some drew pictures, some decorated their block – it was
their block to finish. This drawing was then transferred
to a block of white fabric and colored with crayons or
paints as they choose. Then the block was taken to another table where numerous strips of fabric lay out, and
they were to select four strips to border their block.
Some children were faster at drawing and finishing,
so they made more than one block, but always they
chose what they thought would set apart their block in
the quilt. One of our adult volunteers took the blocks
and bordering strips home and sewed them together,
bringing the quilt top back to the next session so the
children could see the progress of the quilt. We certainly
have some very talented children when left to their own
devices. A lot of work and a lot of time to complete the
project, but no one lost interest at any time.
The children’s quilt has now been finished, along
with a pillow and a pillowcase. Ron and Kay Gerald
volunteered to do the quilting by machine. Everyone
was most anxious to see the end result after nearly five
sessions to complete.
Ron Gerald brought the quilt to the ASK session Feb.
19 and told the kids how very proud he and Kay were of
the work done by the kids. The smiles on their faces told
the whole story – it was done with love and they were
happy to do it.
The quilt was blessed at the Sunday service Feb. 23
at Illiopolis UMC, after which it was taken to Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana and presented to a very
lucky little boy. Our only regret is that all the kids that
had a hand in giving this gift could not be present to see
it presented.
Members of the ASK leadership team include Marge
Stout, Teresa Muir, Pat Howard, Audra Howard and
Pastor C.W. “Butch” Reneker, Jr.

Iroquois River District churches
raise funds for truck for Liberia
BY JOHN KRAPS

Photos by John Kraps

Front, L-R: Caleb Oye of Champaign, and Stephen Braaten of Fisher. Rear, L-R: Bryanna Braaten, Fisher; Cory Oye, Champaign
Prepare to “Bowl for Liberia” at Old Orchard Lanes in Savoy.

For several hours, young and old alike ate pizza,
and listened to tunes from the Act of God praise
band while bowlers rolled strikes and gutter balls
in what was definitely a good time for all. From
six-month- old Jaxson Spenard, to more mature

adults like Mt. Vernon UMC’s Keith Oye and his
sons, Carter, Caleb and Cory, the group knocked
‘em down for the Liberian mission, or egged on
their church’s team.
Carter and Caleb Oye said they liked “the bowling
best!” Dad Keith enjoyed meeting UM’s from other
churches.
Bowling for Liberia raised a total of $1,175 toward
the red Toyota pickup, with the Mt. Vernon Champaign group contributing $450. The truck will be
shipped to the Kakata/Farmington River District
of the Liberian Annual Conference by June. Pastor
Henry Miller of Champaign Quest UMC organized
the event which included the Ogden, Quest, St.
Joseph, Broadlands, Mt. Vernon and Villa Grove
United Methodist churches.

BY LES O’DELL
The Southern

I was immersed into a culture of love and forgiveness. It
was both a culture and an attitude change.”
He says the transition has made him more of a complete person, and he’s still able to use some of the same
skills he learned as a prosecutor.
“I still carry over to the sanctuary the skills I learned
in the courtroom, such as conviction, letting people
know what you believe, and persuasion. Plus, the juries
I worked with were highly mixed ethnically, and that’s
helped me work with people from different backgrounds.”
Working with a wide range of people and projects,
he’s made nine trips to Nicaragua to volunteer at an orphanage, and he serves on several United Methodist conference committees. He also is striving to teach members
of his congregation to consider those less fortunate.
“We do a cardboard campout, where teens spend the
night in a cardboard box and hear from the director of
the homeless shelter in Harrisburg,” he says, giving one
example of daily awareness and service. “If a church is

CARRIER MILLS -- It’s a long way from the courtrooms of New York to the pulpit of Carrier Mills United
Methodist Church, both literally and figuratively. But,
for the Rev. Stan Irvin, a former prosecutor in the Kings
County New York District Attorney’s office, there are
many similarities in the two seemingly very different
places.
“My feeling is that one of the things we have as individuals is a calling to a better society and to go beyond
ourselves,” Irvin says. “For some, that is in a religious
setting. For others, it is in a civic center. For some, it is
nothing formal; but, rather, it’s below the radar, helping
our neighbors.”
A graduate of Marion High School and former
student representative on Southern Illinois University
Board of Trustees, Irvin prosecuted cases for 16 years,
including two in Jackson County, six in Williamson
County and eight in Brooklyn, often seeing what he calls “the worst in society and
in people.” Still, he says, he tried to make a
“I still carry over to the sanctuary the skills I learned in the courtroom, such as conviction, letting
difference. It’s something he still is trying
to do.
people know what you believe, and persuasion. Plus, the juries I worked with were highly mixed
“One of the purposes that every huethnically, and that’s helped me work with people from different backgrounds.”
– Stan Irvin
man hopefully comes to grips with is to
go beyond themselves and consider the
world, then try to make it a better place,
“If I’m still fortunate to be alive in my 90s, I don’t
now and in the future. I’ve always felt that
centered
solely
on
Sunday
morning,
we’re
not
meeting
want
to look back and wish I would have done things
was important for all of us,” he says.
the
direction
of
Jesus
to
make
disciples.
”
differently
or helped more,” he says. “I want to live life as
Those feelings and a persistent call into ministry led
Irvin
credits
his
parents
and
his
faith
for
giving
him
a
fully
as
possible
and to enjoy life by helping others. My
Irvin to his change in career. The move from the courtdesire
to
serve
others.
goal
is
to
be
worn
out by service to people and to God.”
room to the sanctuary has been more than a change of
“My
parents
tried
to
instill
in
me
to
help
people
in
a
(Reprinted
with
permission from the Spring 2014 issue
careers. It also has made a change in Irvin.
variety
of
ways,
and
Jesus’
teaching
centered
on
loving
of
Life
&
Style,
a
publication
of the Southern Illinoisan.
“It brought about a bit of a personal attitude change,”
others
and
being
sacrificial
to
others,
”
he
explains.
Copyright
2014
The
Southern,
www.thesouthern.com. All
he says. “In prosecuting, your nature is more aggressive.
It
is
part
of
his
desire
to
live
a
full
life.
rights
reserved.)
You must have sort of a killer instinct, and then suddenly
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SAVOY -- The sound of colliding, collapsing bowling pins on a recent Saturday at the Old Orchard
Lanes in Savoy, did not signify an ordinary bowling party. Rather, 54 United Methodists from
six Champaign County churches exercised body,
mind and spirit to raise funds to send a pickup
truck to the Liberia Annual Conference of The
United Methodist Church. The truck will be used
to build and repair churches, schools and clinics in
the African nation which is still recovering after a
decades-long civil war.

Stan Irvin: From getting convictions,
to living his convictions

Photos by Adam Testa
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"God can do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine."

West Salem Trinity UMC takes down mosquitoes

-Ephesians 3:20

dren then cut out a thumbnail picture
of a child(see the second picture) and
then we glue them on a poster board to
represent a life saved from Malaria (see
last picture).

BY BRAD HENSON
Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is nearing the finish line on its three-year,
$2.5 million campaign for Imagine No Malaria.

MT. VERNON -- The Ministry
Team at West Salem Trinity United
Methodist Church in Mt. Vernon
came up with the idea of killing the
mosquitoes and saving lives for our
quest to eliminate Malaria.

As of Feb. 28, IGRC had collected $2,365,443
– which included $1,927,868 in contributions received along with $437,575 in pledge payments
received. The total did not include the $17,832
received by the Conference office and remitted in
the first week of March. That leaves the conference $116,725 short of the $2.5 million goal.

When we figured the cost per person we came to figure that it takes
$28 per 100 people per month to
eradicate this dreaded disease. So
we chose to set a goal of 500 for the year and that would
be $1,680 or $3.36 each. Each of the 500 mosquitoes
hanging in our foyer represents one child/person.

BY PAUL BLACK

A Finish Line celebration is being planned for the
opening night of the 2014 Annual Conference. Rev.
Larry Hollon, executive for United Methodist Communications, which was the lead agency with the Nothing But Nets campaign that ignited the denominational
effort, will be present to participate in the celebration.
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton has urged IGRC congregations to take up a special offering during Lent for Imagine No Malaria.

Funds were raised in a variety of ways to accomplish
the goal. Trivia Nights, golf outings, special services,
concerts, craft fairs, bake sales, soup luncheons, reverse
“Bring your checkbook offerings were just a few of the myriad ways United
and I’ll bring mine,”
Methodists found to raise funds for Imagine No Malaria.
prepa
Keaton said in prepaHere’s a brief timeline on where we have been with the
ration for the 2014
Imagine No Malaria campaign:
Annual Conference.
• June 2010 – In his episcopal address, Bishop
“Let’s finish what we
Gregory V. Palmer challenged the Illinois Great
have started.”
Rivers Conference to raise $2.3 million. “We need
Currently, there is
to immerse ourselves in the vision of a world
$154,916 in unpaid
without malaria; dream dreams so big that withpledges and anothanoth
out working together they cannot be done and
er $25,448 in outout
absent God’s help we will surely fail. We need to
standing church
attempt great things for God and expect great
goals. When those
things from God.”
two amounts are
• September 2010 – Bishop Thomas Bickerton,
combined with
head of the United Methodist Global Health Inithe cash in hand,
tiative, reports urged collaboration in the efforts
we are over the
to beat malaria. He noted the goals of reducing
finish line!

childhood (under age 5) mortality by two-thirds
and cutting worldwide poverty rates in half by
2015.
•

November 2010 – Imagine No Malaria releases
its first installment of a $28 million pledge to
the Global Fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and
malaria. In all, The United Methodist Church’s
commitment is to raise $75 million. Funding from
United Methodist Committee on Relief will be
used to train African health boards providing delivery systems for malaria prevention, education
and treatment – two years ahead of schedule.

•

Late November 2010 – Then-Spoon River District
Superintendent Janice Griffith and Sangamon
River District Lay Leader Pete Paulson are part of a
delegation from Imagine No Malaria to distribute
bed nets in Sierra Leone.

•

December 2010 – Campaign launched in the
Spoon River District with a Celebration to Save
Lives at Monmouth UMC. IGRC Communications,

The children have really gotten involved as they bring
We are also trying to educate the con
contheir money on Wednesday nights.
gregation on the importance of working
toward beating this disease by using
bulletin inserts as well as one of our
members wrote a puppet skit for the ser
service a week ago.
Looking forward to even breaking our
challenge of 500. Last Sunday the service was centered
around missions. We hear a report from Cassandra Upchurch and Hannah Tatlock that just returned from Haiti
with Living the Adventure Ministries as well as a skit
about receiving food for Angels on Assignment.

We have taken down 117 of the mosquitoes and with the
offering from yesterday we will take down another 95
this coming Sunday. That will have us at 212 mosquitoes
removed. Each time we take down a mosquito the chil-

Dr. Pete Paulson greets schoolchildren and the Rev. Jan Griffith (center) walks amid schoolchildren and residents of the Gbo Chiefdom outside
Bo, Sierra Leone, as part of a delegation from the Imagine Malaria campaign in November 2010. (Below) IGRC Coordinator of Congregational
Development Mike Crawford is all smiles after he crossed the finish line at the 36th running of the Chicago Marathon Oct. 13.

in cooperation with Imagine No Malaria, establish
resources for the Imagine No Malaria campaign.
•

were to sacrifice one fast food meal at an average of $7.00
we would take in $3,500 for Lent and that would represent 1041 lives saved. We are moving for our goal. Please
be in prayer for us.

It was an exciting time of mission for West Salem Trinity
UMC. In that service we suggested for Lent if 100 people

•

March 2011 – Coin collection cans were made
available to local congregations to collect spare
change offerings to assist in the campaign. Although most fundraising campaigns are ladened
with large “lead gifts” only one pledged amount
exceeded $100,000, meaning the collection cans
of small gifts combined to help IGRC attain its
goal.

October 2011 – Church leaders from the United
Methodist Board of Church and Society, United
Methodist Communications
and the Board of Global Ministries urging Congress to
avoid a 9 percent cut to malaria funding, saying that 3.8
million people in Africa would
no longer have access to malaria
treatment. Later in the month,
philanthropist Melinda Gates praised
The United Methodist Church, saying “the
church has made malaria their business” by
supporting Imagine No Malaria.

•

March 2011 – Reports say malaria deaths cut by
one-third from the original one death every 30
seconds to one death every 45 seconds.

•

April 2011 – Actress Pauley Perrette, known for
her portrayal of Abby Sciuto on the hit CBS TV
show, NCIS, joins the Imagine No Malaria effort as
one of its spokespersons.

•

November 2011 – The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation awards $3 million grant to Imagine
No Malaria, bringing denominational efforts to
more than $15 million.

•

September 2011 – The British Broadcasting Corp.
reports that researchers will expand a clinical trial
of a new malaria vaccine after promising results in
a preliminary study in Burkina Faso, Africa.

•

May 2012 – Bishop Palmer announces that IGRC
has raised 80 percent of its $2.3 million goal.
The World Health Organization announces that
malaria deaths have been cut in half, meaning

“every 60 seconds a child dies of malaria,” instead
of every 30 seconds.
•

August 2012 – A total of $50,000 was received
by the Conference office for Imagine No Malaria,
including $16,000 given in two farewell celebra-

Imagine

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Raysons raising money
in memory of late son
Revs. Mike and Amy Rayson are raising funds for Imagine
No Malaria in memory of their late son’s 18th birthday
March 28 and what would have been his high school
graduation.
Samuel Thomas William Rayson was
born March 28, 1996 in Port Lincoln,
Australia. Sam died in May 2007 in a
farm accident near the Quad Cities.
In memory of Sam's birthday and
graduation, the Raysons are inviting
people to give a gift to the work of
Imagine No Malaria. To do so, please
use this link:

IGRC nearing the $2.5 million
for

You will find a box you can select to give "in memory of".
Please also (whether you are or not) select the box called
"Are you a member of The United Methodist Church or
Organization?"... then select "Annual Conference" from the
drop down menu... then finally select "Illinois Great Rivers
Annual Conference" from the next drop down menu.
The Raysons have created a memorial page for Sam on
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/samuelthomaswilliamrayson. Proceeds of the appeal for Imagine
No Malaria will go toward the $2.5 million goal set by the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference in 2010.
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ImagineNoMalaria

https://civi.umcom.org/civicrm/contribute/
transact?reset=1&id=7
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Who were the United Brethren?
BY RICHARD A. CHRISMAN
Conference Historian

Now that it’s been 46 years since the Evangelical United
Brethren Church and The Methodist Church united to
form the United Methodist Church, and 68 years since
the United Brethren in Christ joined with the Evangelical
Church to form the Evangelical United Brethren Church,
there are relatively few people who are able to remember the United Brethren Church.
BROTHERS OF THE FAITH: OTTERBEIN AND BOEHM
Who were the United Brethren and what brought them
to Illinois? To answer these questions, let us start at the
beginning, with a small group of preachers who had
begun a revival movement in Pennsylvania, Maryland
and Virginia. One of them, Philip William Otterbein,
born at Dillenburg, Germany, March 6, 1720,
theologi
received a classical education and theological training at Herborn, a school that had been
deeply influenced by Pietism. Ordained in the
Reformed Church in Germany, Otterbein began
“justifi
preaching the Reformation doctrine of “justification by faith,” which stirred up considerable
controversy. His mother said: “This place is too
narrow for you, my son, they will not receive you
here; you will find your work elsewhere.” (Koontz
and Rousch, The Bishops of the United Brethren Church,
46) But where would that be? A request for pastors for
Reformed Churches in far-off Pennsylvania answered
that question, and in 1751 he was off to America to
begin his life’s work.
Just five years after Otterbein’s birth, a son was
born in a Mennonite family in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. His name was Martin Boehm, who
after growing up in the church, was selected
by lot to preach, and began assisting the older
preacher. However, he found himself unable to
salva
speak, and his prayers turned to his own salvation. While plowing the fields, he kept hearing
“lost, lost,” and was so overwhelmed that he
stopped in the middle of the field and prayed,
“Lord save I am lost.” Then a voice answered: “I
am come to seek and save that which was lost.” Now he
was able to preach with comfort.
William Otterbein and Martin Boehm had never met,
but in 1766, Otterbein attended a “great meeting” that
Martin Boehm was conducting in Isaac Long’s barn
in Lancaster County. At the conclusion of Boehm’s
sermon Otterbein rushed forward, embraced him, and
cried out, “Wir Sind Bruder,” “We are brothers.” These
two, different in so many ways, shared a common faith,
which could be called an American form of German
Pietism. This revival movement stressed feeling, the
devotional instead of the intellectual study of a literal
Bible, conversion or the “new birth,” followed by a life of
faith and love, with ethical concerns and an emphasis
on brotherhood, transcending denominational lines.
This group of preachers from several denominations
held evangelistic meetings and gathered in “conferences” in 1789 and 1791.
Then, in 1800, these “United Ministers”
met at Peter Kemp’s farm near Fredrickstown, Maryland, and officially organized the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. “Thus,” says John Wilson
Owen, “a new religious denomination
was formally launched, the first to be
born under the American flag and
possibly the most American in its
organization and form of worship.”
(A Short History of the Church of the
United Brethren in Christ, 27)

Photo courtesy of
Jonathan Dixon

MOVEMENT TO THE MIDWEST
The United Brethren moved westward with the surging
tide of settlers, first, into Ohio, and up its three major
rivers, and then into eastern Indiana. The pioneers
traveled up the Wabash to western Indiana, and then
into Illinois, especially along the Little Mackinaw River
in McLean County, where a few United Brethren families
from Sciota Conference had settled. John Denham,
called the “western missionary,” after pioneering in Ohio
and Indiana, began preaching tours into Illinois in the
1820s. In 1830 Isaac Messer, a local preacher, organized
the first class in Illinois in the home of Jacob Moats, who
had arrived from Licking County, Ohio, the previous
year. A marker was placed at the site of the Moats cabin,
north of Towanda, at the time of its centennial in 1930.
Denham, who would later also pioneer in Wisconsin and
Iowa, would often preach at the Moats cabin during his
tours. He was memorialized in Denham Hall, constructed at East Bay Camp on Lake Bloomington in 1950.
United Brethren work was beginning in central Illinois
during the waning days of the Native American presence, but some attended services until their faith was
shaken by the theft of an Indian’s ornate horse bridle.
During the time of the Black Hawk War, there were Indian scares, and flights to forts, but no actual encounters.
Following the War, almost all Indians were removed.
In 1839 a Mackinaw Circuit was organized, soon extending 200 miles and taking three weeks for the preacher to
cover, followed the next year by the Spoon River Circuit
in western Illinois. An early preacher, Hiram Stoddard,
rode the Randolph circuit, located in six counties. “From
Randolph Grove [south of Bloomington] the line extended to Wapella, Clinton, nearly to Decatur east, to where
Bement [Piatt County] now is, to Champaign, thence
to the Upper Wabash conference, north through Ford
[County] to Paxton, west to the Kickapoo. It included
twenty-three appointments, and took three weeks
of daily preaching in houses, shops, groves or school
houses.” (Bloomington Pantagraph, February 12, 1907)
A year after the Moats class was begun, John Hoobler,
a pioneer preacher in western Indiana and Illinois, organized a class in the home of Henry Evinger, two miles
west of Westfield, in Clark County. The Westfield area
would become a leading
center of United Brethren
activity, served by the
includ
Westfield circuit, including Clark and portions of
Cumber
Coles, Edgar and Cumberland counties. In his first
year on this circuit, William
Clayborne Smith, “traveled
4,000 miles horseback,
preached 300 times and
had 125 conversions and
accessions to the church.”
(Obituary, Religious Telescope, November 15, 1905)
Here a college was built
signifi
and the church was signifi-

cant enough to host the General Conference of 1877.
A NEW ILLINOIS CONFERENCE
Expansion continued at such a pace that the General
Conference of 1845 authorized five new conferences,
Illinois being one of them. The first session of the Illinois
Conference was held at the Mackinaw church, near
Lexington, in 1845, with 28 ministers present. The state
would be further divided with the organization of the
Rock River Conference in 1853, the Lower and Upper
Wabash conferences in 1857, the Central Illinois Conference in 1865, and the Southern Illinois Mission Conference in 1872.
These preachers whose ”religious experience was so
explosive and creative that their hearts could not contentedly dwell in silence,” (Eller, These Evangelical United
Brethren, 55) traveled the circuits, spear-heading the
growth of the church. The circuit riders encountered
many obstacles, as, for example when Walton Clayborne
Smith “reached the banks of the little Wabash River only
to discover the river far out of its banks, with the bridge
that crossed the river standing like an island with a mile
of water on either side. Unable to secure a guide, he
put himself in the hands of God and successfully passed
through the flood to reach his appointment in time,
and there organized a class of twenty-four members.”
(Religious Telescope, April 9, 1938)
Few statistics are available for the first half-century of
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, as a strong
prejudice existed against “numbering Israel.” When the
Church began to allow the taking of statistics in 1857,
membership had reached 61,399, which rose to 89,811
in 1865 and 185,103 in 1886, with 2,984 being recorded
in the Central Illinois Conference and 2,400 in the Illinois
Conference.
The United Brethren were basically a rural people, and
their churches were primarily outside towns and cities.
“As our church fathers pushed westward they had a
pathological suspicion of cities. They established our
churches in villages and open country.” (Howard, “Our
Denominational Solidarity,” Religious Telescope, December 12, 1936) Superintendent W. L. Perkins observed:
“When I think of Illinois, this great and goodly land, big
with opportunity, my heart craves this whole commonwealth for Christ and the church. The United Brethren
Church has a goodly history in this State. No church has
a louder call to enlarge the place of her tent, and stretch
forth the curtains of her habitation.” (Religious Telescope,
September 26, 1925)
Only nineteen of the 102 county seats were occupied
by the UBC and many other cities and towns were ripe
for cultivation. Quincy had not been easily entered;
missionaries were sent there in 1887 but before the first
service could be held the preacher was ”notified that
there were enough churches in Quincy and the mission
hall would not be open to the United Brethren intruder.”
(Religious Telescope, December 1, 1923) But within a year
a little chapel was secured and a church chartered with
eight members. Because so many places were unoccupied, the Central Illinois Conference named a “committee for formulating a method for city work” in 1889, that
reported Bloomington, Springfield and Normal should
be entered. Normal was particularly important, because
it had “become a place of great attraction to our people,
and many are locating there permanently, and having
no church of our own they naturally seek a home in
one of the churches already located there, and thus
become a constant drain upon our intellectual,
financial and spiritual forces, that we cannot well
afford.” (Central Illinois Conference Journal, 1890,
18) A church was planned for Streator, but not
much happened until Ella Niswonger began
her work there in 1887 after graduating
from Bonebrake Seminary.

Top: Philip Otterbein and Martin Boehm, early leaders of the United Brethren faith.
Rev. Jonathan Dixon, chair of IGRC Commission on Archives and History, and retired IGRC pastor John
Woodruff stand at the Moats Marker, site of the first United Brethren Church, located near Towanda.

The Illinois Conference in 1924 “instructed the
extension society to drive stakes in Macomb and
Champaign-Urbana this year, capitals of McDonough
and Champaign counties.” (Religious Telescope, October
4, 1924) As the work progressed, the need for more
preachers became evident. William McKee wrote
in 1888 that while there were only 26 charges in the
Central Illinois Conference, there was a “large territory
of the ’fat land’ found in this most fertile of the western
states. … But its chief want … is a greater number of
efficient young itinerants. If a half-dozen wide-awake
preachers, who are looking beyond the Missouri for a
field, would drop into Central Illinois Conference they
might do good both for themselves and the church.”
(Religious Telescope, September 26, 1889)
UNITING AND MERGER
The expansion in the number of conferences in Illinois
stopped, then a reverse movement set in. The Missionary Society reported in 1881 that “Southern Illinois
Conference has not had the success we could have
desired. There is a lack of laborers fitted to work here.
It is a needy field.” (Religious Telescope, May 18, 1881)
Consequently, the Southern Illinois Mission Conference
territory was turned over to the Lower Wabash Conference in 1889. Central and Rock River conferences were
united by General Conference in 1901, four years later
the Illinois Conference was added, and then those portions of Upper and Lower Wabash conferences in Illinois.
In 1917 all the work in Illinois was combined into one
conference, with 22,684 members, making it sixth in
membership in the United Brethren Church. There were
two superintendents to supervise the work until 1923,
after which there was only one. By this time there were
120 charges with 227 churches, in ten districts.
In 1924 “J. M. P.” discussed the position of the United
Brethren Church in Illinois. “We are well established
in the eastern part, with churches in Danville, Paris,
Marshall, Lawrenceville, and Robinson. A little further
west are Olney, Mount Vernon, Toledo, and Charleston.
East Saint Louis is one of the newer city churches, with
Quincy up the river. In the center of the State we have
churches in Decatur, Springfield, Bloomington, Peoria, and Galesburg. In the northeast is Chicago, with
Weaver Memorial, Grace and Downer’s Grove showing
fine promise. … Chicago has two German churches.
Farther west, the territory includes Freeport, Rockford,
and Sterling. Aside from these, there are many town,
village, and rural churches, which have helped nobly in
establishing these in county seats.” (Religious Telescope,
October 4, 1924) Some time after the Macomb Church
was established in 1924, a speaker at an anniversary,
in his history of the church, included “how the church
in Macomb was necessary to conserve the fruitage of
the surrounding churches, and possibly to save United
Brethrenism in the county.” (Religious Telescope, August
24, 1929)
By this time Decatur had become the focal point of the
denomination in Illinois. ”In United Brethren circles in
the State this fair city had long since been recognized as
the pole star around which the constellation of Illinois
swings. In fact, in these later years the conception has
grown up that a United Brethren preacher who would
be faithful to all the requirements of itinerant travel in Illinois Conference must needs make regular pilgrimages
to this wonderful Mecca, breathe of its atmosphere,
partake of its hospitality … before he is able to go forth
in the labors of the year.” (Religious Telescope, October
6, 1923)
In addition to the circuit riding preachers, the conferences in Central Illinois produced other strong leaders,
such as J. M. Phillippi, editor of the Religious Telescope;
Geneva Harper, missionary and women’s organization
leader; W. H. Arbogast, who was sent to Bloomington
in 1911 to start a new church. Several have gone out
as foreign missionaries, such as Dr. Marietta Hatfield,
who was one of seven martyred in Sierra Leone in an
uprising in 1898. But others were not deterred, and
in 1900 Dr. Zenora E. Griggs, Peoria, took Hatfield’s
place, where she remained for 20 years. Lynn W.
Turner, college professor and church historian,
was the conference archivist for several
years. Two outstanding ministers would
later become bishops after the Church

union of 1946: L. L. Baughman and Paul W. Milhouse.
As the years passed, there was a growing concern for
the church’s youth. While many opposed education,
others favored it, and also believed this education
should be done in the church’s own colleges, lest their
youth be lost to other churches or to public colleges.
Blandinsville Seminary (McDonough County), begun
in 1850, survived only five years. Westfield College,
founded in 1865, was “Most favorably located and is in
the best sense in an ideal town. The enrollment of last
year was nearly four hundred. The college is armed and
equipped with a most thorough and efficient corps of
teachers.” (Streator Free Press, September 6 , 1891) This
school produced many leaders for the church, but due
to lack of adequate resources, it was forced to close in
1914.
W. G. Arbogast led in the formation of youth camps,
holding the first at Lewistown, before moving to East
Bay. Church camping grew greatly in the late 1930s
and 1940s, East Bay Camp being quite popular with
the United Brethren. In 1942 they built “vesper altar,” a
six-foot oak cross on a grassed mound at the lakeside,
(Religious Telescope, July 18, 1942), later to be known as
“Inspiration Point.” The United Brethren became one of
the members of East Bay Camp Associates that owned
the camp. Dr. Arbogast was followed in this work by
Oral R. Landis, who became the Director of Christian
Education in the conference, specializing in Christian
nurture.
Should the preachers be educated as well? One writer
in 1874 suggested that “a liberal education makes men
better preachers and men. It knocks off the ‘rough corners’ of the crude specimen…” (“Report of Upper Wabash Conference,” October 14, 1874) Many disagreed,
feeling that “hearts full of the Holy Spirit” could do more
good than “head knowledge and cold souls.” (Fetterhoff,
Life of John Fetterhoff, 106) Still, pastors began attending
seminaries, especially Union, later known as Bonebrake,
in Ohio, which opened with eleven students in 1871.
Women began to take their place in the United Brethren
ministry years before most other denominations. The
first female seminary graduate to be ordained and join
any conference was the first woman member of the
Central Illinois Conference, Ella Niswonger. The presiding bishop, E. B. Kephart was so impressed he commented: “Is this the millennium dawning? God grant it.”
(Gorrell, “Ordination of Women by the United Brethren
in Christ, 1889,” Methodist History, January 1980, 143)
Niswonger led the Streator Church into prosperity, later
serving several other charges, and in 1901 was the first
woman to attend General Conference as a ministerial
member.
THE HOLINESS MOVEMENT
In the period before and after the Civil War, many felt
that the church had become too “modern,” or “worldly,”
and a movement toward “holiness” spread through
many Protestant churches. The Central Illinois Conference formed a Holiness Association to unite holiness
proponents. Among them was Rev. Andrew Wimsett
who, while preaching at Alexis, “became so filled with
the Holy Spirit that he fell into a trance and remained
in that condition for several hours. This was a new
experience for the people of this community and a hush
as of death fell upon the congregation.” (“U. B. Church
Anniversary,” undated newspaper clipping) Religious
Telescope editor and later Bishop, David Edwards, who
resided at Lexington while Bishop, sought and found
“the blessing,” and became the church’s leading promoter of holiness. He professed “entire sanctification”
in 1845, and the following year published The Perfect
Christian, or, a Condensed View of Bible Holiness as Taught
in the Scriptures, which was widely read and quite
influential. But in a backlash, the 1880 Illinois Conference noted that “The Church has been in some portions
of our conference disturbed in its peace and communion by those who have made high profession of
moral purity and perfection … and have charged upon
the Church opposition to Bible holiness, because the
Church has questioned the propriety of the methods
adopted by those who have assumed the responsibility and leadership of the so-called holiness movement.”
(Religious Telescope, October 20, 1880)
During the mid-nineteenth century, there was much
emphasis upon moral reform, such as temperance and
Sabbath observance. Slavery, however, was not much
of an issue in the UBC in Illinois, and was not mentioned in Conference reports, nor was the Civil War until
1862, when members were urged to support the war
effort. Illinois Conference resolved, “That as a means of
bringing our present war to a close, and establishing

Commission seeks to recognize church milestones
The IGRC Commission on Archives and History requests that churches
planning anniversary or other celebrations notify the Commission so that
they may be recognized.
Contact Conference Archivist Lauretta Scheller at the Conference Archives
at MacMurray College, 447 E. College Ave., Jacksonville, IL 62650. Phone
217-479-7694; Email igrcarchives@yahoo.com.

About the IGRC Historical Society
The IGRC Historical Society was organized in the 1870s to carry on Methodist
historical work in Illinois. With the formation of the United Methodist
Church in 1968, an elected body, the Commission on Archives and History,
took over some of the functions of the old Historical Society, but the Society
continues and is open to all interested persons.
The two major functions of the Historical Society are producing the
Historical Messenger and organizing the Historical Luncheon at Annual
Conference each year.
You are invited to become a member and help support these activities
at one of the three membership levels: Class Leader ($10 per year);
Circuit Rider ($20 per year), or Presiding Elder ($30 per year). Send to the
Conference Office, P. O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207.
the basis of permanent peace and prosperity amongst
ourselves, we employ all legal means within our reach
to bring about the universal emancipation of all slaves
within the limits of the United States.” (Religious Telescope, October 15, 1862)
The Central Illinois Conference in 1871 took a stand
regarding certain moral issues: “Resolved: “That we as
ministers will labor earnestly to discourage all forms of
intemperance, especially the use of alcoholic drinks and
tobacco, and recommend to our people total abstinence. That we protest against the way in which many
of our church members spend the Sabbath day—such
as unnecessary visiting, attending to secular matters, &,
and thereby neglecting the services of the church. That
we regard novel reading as detrimental to Christianity,
and therefore discourage it as far as possible. That we
request our members to spend their time in a better
way than playing base ball, marbles, croquet, and such
other games, and thereby cultivate habits of industry.
Also that they do not waste their money in going to
shows and such other places of entertainment as are
degrading. That we regard the nature and tendency of
secret societies with increased approbation, believing
that they tend to build up party, sectional and selfish interests, by the employment of unwarranted and
unchristian obligations, alike detrimental to church and
State, and that each pastor be required to enforce discipline upon this subject both in letter and spirit.” (Central
Illinois Conference Journal, 1871, 13, 14) The 1865 Central Illinois Conference voted to require all preachers to
preach on temperance at least once a year.
BATTLES OVER SECRET SOCIETIES
Urbanization and the increasing sophistication among
the preachers and church members, helped bring on
the conflict over secret societies. Lynn Turner noted
“the most fatal handicap to the Church in these years
was its fanatical stand against secret societies. Preachers who joined a Masonic Lodge were ruthlessly expelled,” (“The United Brethren Church in Illinois,” Papers
in Illinois History and Transactions for the Year 1939,” 1940,
57) and preachers were required to dismiss any member
who joined a lodge. The denomination faced the issue
head-on at its General Conference in York, Pennsylvania,
in 1888. This Conference, as a result of a positive vote
by the membership of the Church, voted to change
the church’s constitution to allow members to belong
to secret societies. This decision caused Bishop Milton
Wright and 14 others to walk out of the conference and
form a new body that came to be known as the Church
of the United Brethren in Christ—Old Constitution.
The Central Illinois Conference in 1889 “Resolved, that
we are pleased with the action of the last General
Conference, in adopting the work of the commission
[removing the prohibition against secret orders],
and believe it will increase the zeal of our membership in Church work, and open the door to success
to us as a church, which has hitherto been closed.”
(Central Illinois Conference Journal, 1889, 19)
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With the passing of Boehm and
Otterbein, Christian Newcomer
became the leader and had a “vi-

sion of a denomination at work in a big way.” (Holdcraft,
History of the Pennsylvania Conference of the Church of the
United Brethren in Christ, 56) On one of his many trips
across the Allegheny Mountains, he knelt to pray at an
altar he had constructed at the top of the ridge. Finishing his prayer, he “mounted his horse and turned his face
toward the needy fields of the West,” and in so doing “he
not only exemplified his sense of dependence on God,
looking to him for guidance in every step he took, but
he also registered the rising tide of desire and purpose
on the part of the Church to extend the saving influence
of the gospel as rapidly and widely as possible.” (Brane,
“Leaves from Pioneer United Brethren History,” Religious
Telescope, June 12, 1907)

It was another two decades, November of 1910,
before a lot was selected in Bloomington, and W. H.
Arbogast began his work the following May. Meetings were held in a newly-constructed tabernacle,
and a church organized with 37 charter members
one year later. The church grew rapidly and in just
four years started a mission of its own in southeast
Bloomington.
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Annual Conference NEWS

Ministry of the Laity theme
for 2014 annual conference
PEORIA – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church will be
meeting in Peoria for the 13th consecutive year June 4-7. The Peoria Civic Center will serve
as the conference’s central location for the more than 1,600 expected to attend.
Online registration began April 1 and will continue through May 12 at: www.igrc.org/
ac2014registration. Pre-conference materials should be arriving in the mail and will be
available around April 7 at: www.igrc.org/ac2014.
For the fifth consecutive year, the plenary and worship sessions of the annual conference
will be broadcast over the internet. Persons wishing to view the webstream may visit www.
igrc.org/ac2014live. The Twitter hashtag for the 2014 Annual Conference is: #IGRC2014.
The theme of the conference is Ministry of the Laity, which
will focus on the role of laity in the life of the church.
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, presiding in his second IGRC
annual session, has invited Barbara Boigegrain, general
secretary and chief executive officer of the General Board
of Pensions and Dr. Colleen Hester, president of MacMurray College, to be the morning
speakers, each sharing their story of
God’s call into ministry as laity.
Following opening worship on
Wednesday evening with Bishop Keaton preaching, the Conference will
take part in a celebration of the Conference’s completion of its $2.5 million Imagine No Malaria campaign.
Rev. Larry Hollon, general secretary
for United Methodist Communications, will be present to join in the
celebration. UM Communications
was the lead agency in the Nothing
But Nets campaign and has been
a critical partner in the denomination’s global health initiative.

ebration of 145th anniversary of the Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund, which was founded in 1869. The night’s
theme is Endless Line of Splendor.

An offering for the Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley
College will be taken following the Black College Fund
intern’s address Saturday morning.

Friday morning will include reports from the Conference
Board of Trustees, Director of Connectional Ministries Kent
Lolling and the Cabinet Address.
Friday afternoon includes the Laity
Address by Conference Lay Leader
Ken Miller, a Celebration of New
Church Starts, and mission reports
from Liberia and Honduras.

In addition to monetary offerings, the Mission Distribution
Center will be collecting items for UMCOR layette or birthing kits. The items list for both kits are found at: www.
midwestmissiondc.org, click on Projects tab and select
UMCOR Kits.

OF THE PEWS}
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Friday evening will include the
Service of Ordination and Commis
Commissioning in which three elders will be
ordained and five provisional mem
members commissioned. Bishop John
Hopkins, leader of the Ohio East Area,
will preach the Ordination message.
He and Bishop Keaton will be joined
by Rev. Gary McCants, presiding elder
of the Fourth Episcopal District of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church.

Saturday morning will include a
Thursday morning will include a
visit from the children of the annual
Ephesians 4:11-16
Service of Recognition of Retirees, in
conference, the Conference Foundawhich 30 retirees will be recognized
tion and greetings form the Lina H.
– 28 retiring in 2014 and two that retired in 2013. Rev.
McCord Intern on behalf of the Black College Fund. Final
Cynthia Jones, Kaskaskia River District Superintedent and
approval will also be given to the conference budget and
member of the Class of 2014, will be preaching.
nominations report.
The initial presentation of the Conference budget, along
Special offerings
with legislation on health insurance, pensions and the
Preacher’s Aid Society and Benefit Fund report will be part The Lay Session special offering will be collected for the
Conference Disaster Response Fund. Several speakers will
of the 1:30 to 3 p.m. block on Thursday along with the Afshare of their involvement in the Nov. 17 tornadoes that
rica University Report and offering which will be embarkhit Illinois.
ing on its $1 million Making Dreams Possible Scholarship
campaign.
At 5 p.m. Thursday, the annual Memorial Service will
remember pastors, spouses and lay members to annual
conference that have died in the past year. Bishop Keaton
will be preaching.
Thursday evening’s All-Conference Dinner will be a cel-

An offering to complete the Imagine No Malaria campaign
will be taken during opening worship.
An offering for Africa University’s Making Dreams Possible
Scholarship campaign will be taken Thursday afternoon.
An offering for the Bishop’s Trip for Ordinands will be
taken during the Ordination service.

Prayer vigil
Laity in all 10 districts of the IGRC are asked to participate
in a Prayer Vigil during Annual Conference. Time blocks
have been assigned to each district:
• Wednesday afternoon – LaMoine River District
• Wednesday evening – Mississippi River District
• Thursday morning – Kaskaskia River District
• Thursday afternoon – Sangamon River District
• Thursday evening – Embarras River District
• Friday morning – Cache River District
• Friday afternoon – Vermilion River District
• Saturday morning – Illinois River District
• Saturday afternoon – Spoon River District
Prayer chapel
Come and shower the Annual Conference meeting with
prayer. A prayer room in Room 134 of the Peoria Civic
Center will be open when the conference is in session.
This will be a space where one can lift the annual conference in prayer, as well as lift up your own prayer requests.
In addition, there will be interactive prayer stations to lead
you in prayer for our church and world.
“It is our hope that at least one person will be in the room
praying during every moment the annual conference is
in session,” said organizer Paige Roberts. “We are inviting
anyone and everyone to commit to praying in the room
for 30 minutes or more. The room is large enough that
multiple people can pray at the same time.”
An online signup will be available very soon. Contact Roberts at proberts@igrc.org if you have any questions.

BISHOP CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

raking, planting, etc. Also, the Coxes gifted
me with lunch at high school in the winter,
stoked the desire to attend college, spent
money on our wedding reception and paid
for the doctoral robe I wear today. Why did
she treat me like her son?
11. Mrs. Martha T. Harris was a fantastic grandmother. Mama, my maternal grandmother
helped mother raise her 10 children. God
used her to call me into his ministry. But I
fought the call until she died. Mama never
saw God’s vision realized on earth...for that,
I wept.

12. Mother brought me into this world, the
third of 10 children. Mother (Mrs. Euba M.
Harris-Winton) set a pattern for serving others that I won’t attain in this life. Her love for
Jesus Christ, education, social justice and the
church remains unquenchable to this very
hour.
Growing up, we were expected to use titles like
those you read. All of the GIFTED SAINTS above reside in the church triumphant save my Mother, whose
age numbers four score years and 10.
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

for the UMCOR, reported, “We have been in constant
contact with Victor (Taryor) and the team in Ganta (and
MONROVIA – A suspected Ebola virus that began
in neighboring Guinea has reached Liberia with two con- Diecke, Guinea). We did receive a request for support for
supplies, community-based outreach and communication
firmed cases in an outbreak that has claimed a suspected
and staff training. I am working with Victor and Victoria
70 lives across west Africa and IGRC officials are monito be a bit more precise in the plan, but I’d suggest parttoring the situation to assess whether a scheduled July
ners give through the UMCOR Global Health Advance #
mission trip is possible.
#3021770.
“I have been closely monitoring the Ebola breakout
“There is a child from Guinea that had potential
in Guinea and the news from Sierra Leone and Libesymptoms,
who was tested over the weekend. We are
ria,” said IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach
awaiting
the
results. High-probable or suspected cases
Bunny Wolfe. “This recent outbreak began in Guinea and
have
been
sent
to Phebe, which has a better response unit.
surrounding countries are on high alert and are taking
GUMH are in total coordination
preventative measures. The
with the government, and trying
government of Liberia is
to implement protocols as they
putting into place a threeare directed from Monrovia.”
month program to monitor
Wolfe contacted Martha Zeiall areas closer to the borders
gler
in Monrovia, who reported
of Guinea, making public
there
were only two cases known
statements over the radio to
that
entered
the country from
advise people how to avoid
Guinea
into
Lofa
County, but
contact with the virus and
there
are
no
confirmed
cases in
sending protective gear and
other
parts
of
the
country.
She
advising on proper isolation
has
asked
IGRC
to
“intercede
of any suspected cases within
in prayer for Liberia that the
Liberia.”
virus will be contained”. Zeigler
IGRC has a mission team
reported that the government
scheduled to travel to Liberia
– Bunny Wolfe
of Liberia is discouraging travel
in July. Wolfe said It is not
IGRC Coordinator of Missions & Outreach
to Guinea and Sierra Leone for
yet known if the July trip to
at least 21 days. The incubation
Liberia will be cancelled. “All
period for the virus is 21 days.
options are under consideration,” she said. “The World
Another
Liberian
partner
from Monrovia, Rose Nah,
Health Organization is reporting as late as this morning
reports
“the
Liberian
Ministry
of Health is sending teams
(March 31) that it does recommend yet any travel restricto
the
Liberian
borders
with
Guinea
and the government
tions into Liberia nor is it recommending the closing of
is
considering
closing
the
border
between
the two counborders. If this health risk continues to be present and
tries,
but
as
of
today
the
border
still
remain
open.”
if the Ebola breakout spreads into Liberia, it is likely that
Wolfe
also
heard
from
Priscilla
Jaiah,
Director
of
the IGRC July team will be cancelled. The outbreak in
Ganta
Mission
Station
March
31.
“Two
suspected
patients
neighboring Guinea is being closely monitored and routine communication is happening with people within Li- were seen at Ganta Hospital and they were transferred
on to Pheobe Hospital just south of Gbarnga. These cases
beria as well as daily watching news reports and updates
were confirmed as NOT having Ebola.” Jaiah said. “The
through various international world news resources.”
border between Lofa County in Liberia and Guinea has
Wolfe has been in contact with people “on the
been closed, but the border near Ganta remains open as
ground” in Liberia and also with the United Methodist
of March 31.” People are being advised not to eat food
Committee on Relief regarding the outbreak entering
Liberia. The most recent news reports a total of 111 cases from street vendors and to wash their hands often. Jaiah
in Guinea with 70 deaths in Guinea and possible spread- is in constant contact with Ganta Hospital personnel and
will be reporting developments from Ganta.
ing of the disease into the capital region of Conakry. As
The WHO, on March 29, reported seven clinical samof March 31, the two confirmed cases of Ebola in Liberia
ples,
all from patients in the Foya District, Lofa County,
were in the northernmost Lofa County near the border of
have
been tested using an Ebola Zaire virus primers by
Guinea.
the
mobile
laboratory of the Institut Pasteur (IP) Dakar
Shannon Trilli, director of global health initiatives
in Conakry. Two of those samples have tested positive
BY PAUL BLACK

“I have been closely
monitoring the Ebola
breakout in Guinea and the
news from Sierra Leone
and Liberia, surrounding
countries are on high alert
and are taking preventative
measures.”

for the ebola. There have been two deaths among the suspected cases; a 35-year-old woman who died on March
21 tested positive for ebola virus while a male patient
who died on March 27 tested negative. Foya remains the
only district in Liberia that has reported confirmed or
suspected cases of Ebola. As of March 26, Liberia had 27
contacts under medical follow-up.
The woman who died was married to a Guinean
man and had just returned from a trip to that country,
where she contracted the virus. The second person with
a confirmed case of Ebola is the woman's sister. Liberia's
Health Minister Walter Gwenigale told Al Jazeera that
she is alive and quarantined, but refused to divulge more
information "because we don't want to cause panic." According to Reuters, 11 deaths in Sierra Leone and Liberia
are also suspected of having been caused by Ebola.
Officials suspect that the virus was transferred to
people in Guinea via fruit bats, a delicacy in parts of the
country. The consumption and sale of bats has since been
made illegal.
Though WHO has said it "does not recommend that
any travel or trade restrictions be applied to Liberia,
Guinea or Sierra Leone based on the current information
available for this event," Senegal has closed its border with
Guinea as a preventative measure.
Ganta Hospital has launched a public awareness
campaign to prevent residents from contacting the Ebola
virus. Health workers from the hospital are now visiting
schools, churches, business centers, and other work places
teaching people what to avoid and what to report to the
health centers. Ganta’s mayor has provided free airtime
for medical personnel to appear on radio talk shows and
educate Nimba County residents on preventative measures.
Liberia Conference Director of the Connectional
Ministries, Rev. George D. Wilson, said the church
through its hospitals is collaborating with the Liberian
government to ensure that the Ebola virus does not overtake any sector of the country. The Episcopal Office of
Bishop John Innis also expressed deep concern about the
news of the Ebola virus.
Ebola hemorrhagic fever (also known as Ebola) is a
contagious illness caused by an infection with the Ebola
virus. It is often fatal in humans, monkeys, gorillas, and
chimpanzees. The virus was first recognized in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire) in 1976.
No case of this illness in humans has ever been reported
in the United States and this is also the first reported case
in West Africa. There is no known cure; treatment usually consists of providing supportive care while the body
fights the infection.
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Dr. MacDonald urged me to help someone
else in the same situation. I have to this day,
countless times.
9. Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Lee Gordon, Sr., maternal
grandparents of our three children. Lovingly
called “Granny and Gramps,” Bev’s parents
stamped our children with love, care, affection, presence and good food that time cannot wash away.
10. The Coxes played a dominant role in my
high school and college years especially Mrs.
Minnie Cox. She’d come by the house to get
me for work at her house. Cooking, cleaning,

Ebola virus outbreak
touches Liberia
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Booker-Jones said. “I also consider it a blessing to help our
Bishop accomplish the vision God has given him for this
conference. It is my hope and prayer that together we can
reach more disciples of Jesus Christ and ‘be’ the church
that God has ordained for all people.”
Keaton said that Grulke, currently pastor at Quincy
Vermont Street UMC, "brings a wealth of local church and
like experiences to the Superintendency. He will focus on
the spiritual needs of pastors and be an advocate for all
God's children."
Grulke affirmed relationship building as key to leadership. “We have all heard it said that ‘people don’t care what
you know until they know you care.’ Building relationships has been for me a core principle before folks want to
trust your leadership,” he said.
Keaton also affirmed Eastin’s leadership at all levels
of the church. “Carol has been a clergy member for more
than 30 years. She has served local churches and in a
national leader for Native American concerns,” he said.
“Though surprised by this appointment, Carol’s faith and
trust in Jesus Christ will equip her for the journey.”
“I am honored to be invited to serve in this way, and
will trust in the Holy Spirit to be our guide in this new
territory,” Eastin said. “God is doing a new thing in The
United Methodist Church, and I am so glad to be a part
of God's plan. I'm always looking for the ways our church
can meet the people, where relationships can start and
grow.”
Lolling appointed to Springfield
Laurel
The IGRC will also be looking
for a new Director of Connectional
Ministries. On March 2, Bishop
Keaton announced the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Kent Lolling, as
pastor of Springfield Laurel UMC,
effective July 1. Lolling has been Director of Connectional
Ministries since July 2006.
The IGRC Personnel Committee is currently taking
applications under a search process approved March 10.
The classified ad can be viewed in this issue of The Current and online at: www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/96209
and the job description can be viewed or downloaded at:
www.igrc.org/dcm_jobdescription (there is an underscore
between dcm and job description). Deadline for application is April 11 and IGRC clergy are required to obtain
permission to apply from the Cabinet.
Rose Booker-Jones
A native of Kansas, BookerJones has served in a variety of
ministry settings including three
African Methodist Episcopal
churches, working with the Kansas
City and Wichita police departments as a program manager and
director of police records; and has
served churches in East St. Louis and Peoria over the past
11 years within the IGRC.
A graduate of Perkins School of Theology, Booker
Jones, was ordained an elder in the AME Church in 1985,
with her orders recognized in 2003 by the former Kansas
West Conference prior to transferring to the IGRC. She is
a former chair of the IGRC Board of Ordained Ministry.
Scott Grulke
A native of Chicago, Grulke is a
product of a clergy family where his
father served with Bishop Keaton
on the Cabinet of the Northern
Illinois Conference prior to Keaton’s election to the episcopacy.
He received his bachelor of arts
in communication from Southeast Missouri State University, his master’s degree from
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary and his Doctor-

ate of Ministry from United Theological Seminary.
“Some of my most valuable ministry lessons have
included the use of film and television to illustrate truth in
my study and preaching,” Grulke said. “It was in the use of
parables that Jesus took divine truth and applied it to the
practical journey for discipleship. Visual media provides
the inspiration of contemporary parables.”
Grulke began ministry in 1978 with a student appointment in the former Southern Illinois Conference at
Jonesboro. Since that time, he has served Grayslake (in
the Northern Illinois Conference), Hardin County Parish,
Centralia First Associate, Oblong Central, Belleville Signal
Hill, Galesburg First and Quincy Vermont Street. In 1999,
Grulke served the Methodist Church at Gravesend, England, as part of an exchange program and participated in a
clergy mission trip to Liberia.
He and wife Kathy have two grown daughters, Sara
and Rachel.
Carol Lakota Eastin
A native of Peoria, Carol
Lakota Eastin is a graduate of
MacMurray College where she
received her bachelor’s degree in
music education and psychology.
She received both an M.Div and an
MA in Christian Education from
Methodist Theological School in
Ohio and a master’s degree in counseling psychology from
Illinois State University.
Eastin entered the former Central Illinois Conference
as a probationary member in 1979 and ordained in full
connection in 1983. Her pastorates have included a variety
of ministry settings, including four different appointments
to multiple church parishes (including one in West Ohio);
as a pastoral counselor for a hospital counseling center;
and as a missionary of the General Board of Global Ministries to the United States to work with Native American
people. She was the founding Pastor of the Native American Fellowship-Dayspring UMC, East Peoria.
While serving on the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, she co-chaired
the committee on The Act of Repentence With Indigenous
People that was a part of the 2012 General Conference.
For the past five years, she has served as directing pastor
of Rantoul First UMC.
She and husband WIlliam, an ordained IGRC elder,
have a grown son, Luke. Another son, William, died in
1998.
Jones retirement
On March 13, Kaskaskia River
District Superintendent Cindy
Jones announced her plans to
retire July 1.
“It is with a mixture of joy and
sorrow that I write to tell you that I
am retiring July 1. I had planned
to finish my six years as District Superintendent in 2015
but changing circumstances make this year a choice that
I believe God has led me to,” Jones wrote in a letter to her
district. “I look forward to moving to Fort Myers, Fla., to
live next door to my parents and work part-time in ministry. Illinois Great Rivers Conference will always be home
for me. I am especially thankful for the support and care
I have received in the last year during my husband Mike's
illness and death. It has been a great experience to be in
ministry to serve here among you and I look forward to
being with you until July.”
Jones is finishing her ministry that included pastorates at the Westmer Larger Parish, associate at Quincy
Vermont Street and chaplain at Chaddock; Champaign
Countryside; Charleston Wesley and two terms as superintendent – one in Jacksonville/LaMoine River District for
eight years and most recently, as Kaskaskia River District
Superintendent for five years.

Cunningham Home Festival of Quilts
More than 100 handcrafted quilts will be on display at Cunningham
Children’s Home for the 10th Annual Festival of Quilts April 4-5 at Cunningham Children’s Home.
Admission is $5 with all proceeds benefitting Cunningham children and
youth.

Swing sets provide Hope
in Washington long-term
recovery effort
BY THOMAS BRUCH
GateHouse Media Illinois
WASHINGTON -- As rebuilt homes begin springing from the ground in
Washington in the coming months, local churches are assuring that children in those homes have something, too.
Four United Methodist churches in central Illinois announced the Hope
Swings in Washington mission project last week. Youth groups from Illinois,
Missouri and Florida will travel to Washington over seven weeks this summer to build and distribute swing sets to families who lost their homes
during the Nov. 17 tornado. More than 70 families have already requested
swings sets, and the project’s goal is to build 100 swing sets total.

Long-term recovery updates
WASHINGTON -- Rev Tom Goodell at Crossroads UMC
reports homeowners are seeking cleanup assistance in
Washington throughout April and May. Help is being
requested for light clean up duty, moving of furniture
and boxes and some landscaping. Teams are needed
for weekdays and Saturdays. Washington Crossroads
UMC is available to coordinate teams for a single day
of work and to accommodate overnight teams. Please
consider scheduling your church youth, young adults,
adult church school classes and other groups for a Saturday or week-day volunteer opportunity. To schedule
a team, call Rev Tom Goodell at 309-444-2381.
BROOKPORT -- The Long Term Recovery Committee
for the Brookport tornado is ready to resume clean up
and to begin the rebuilding process. A construction
manager is designated and volunteer teams are being
coordinated through the First United Methodist Church
of Metropolis. Brookport is in need of skilled repair volunteers and construction workers. To schedule a team
in Brookport, call Rev Jeff Bealmear at 618-524-9325.
GIFFORD – A website, http://GiffordLTRC.net, has
been established for contacting the community about
volunteering. The community recently received a
$650,000 grant from U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Rural Development Administration after being denied
twice by the Federal Emergency Disaster Agency. One
grant, of $500,000 will help fix the water treatment
plant, which currently operates under a tent. The other
grant, of $150,000, will go toward rebuilding the
water tower and putting it in a new location -- next to
the plant on the east side of town. Call the Gifford Hotline – 217- 568-7411 for any questions, to volunteer
or to get assistance.

“It’ll give the children
in the community hope
that something outside
of the rebuilt houses is
coming for them,” said
the Rev. John Hauck
of Washington Evangelical United Methodist Church. “It’s a very
unique project.”
The idea began with
a phone call from a
minister in Coral Gables,
Fla., who had a student
seeking a mission project destination. Interest
blossomed beyond
Florida to Missouri and
schools in Illinois, and
the churches convened
to start the program.
A group of students from
McKendree University in Lebanon were in
Washington the week
of March 10 building
swing sets that will be
on display at each of the
participating churches to
promote the program.

Hauck acted as the “foreman” for the McKendree
students, but he said the
churches still need an
experienced foreman
to guide the project
this summer, as about
60 students a week will be participating. Hauck said the churches also are
looking for corporate and business sponsors to help fund the project.
“We’re thrilled to see all the groups that already want to come help with
the rebuilding and the recovery,” Hauck said. “It will be great to see people
that may not be skilled laborers help build morale and support in the community.”
Families affected by the tornado who are interested in a Hope Swings
swing set can apply at www.hopeswingswashington.org.
(Reprinted with permission from the March 17 issue of the Pekin Times, www.
pekintimes.com)

Summers selected as new Pastoral Care Coordinator
mental health counseling from Bradley University, will begin part-time May 1.
Summers emerged from a field of 11
candidates. "I was part of the Search Team
that interviewed Shauna and a couple of other
high quality applicants," said PCC Chair, Rev.

Kent King-Nobles. "We were pleased that 11
persons applied for this position. Many of these
candidates offered a variety of strengths. I am
confident that Shauna will be able to help us
move forward in accomplishing our mission.”

The Festival of Quilts is a special tradition at Cunningham Children’s
Home. Since 1895, every young person that comes to Cunningham is
given a hand-made quilt to enjoy and treasure forever.

Registrations are now being accepted for
the Third Annual Bishop's Open for Imagine
No Malaria, which will be Friday, May 16 at the
Edgewood Golf Club near Auburn.
Registration is available online by visiting:
www.igrc.org/bishopsopen.
Tee time is noon. Registrations for individual
golfers are $100 each. Hole sponsorships are also
available for $100 each with an 18 by 24 inch
sign with the sponsor's name affixed to it. A $500
Bishop's Open Supporter package is also available, which provides a 24 by 24-inch sign and
fees for two golfers. For $1,000, four golfers' fees
are included as well as a 24 by 36-inch sign.
For more information, contact Ted Frost at tfrost@

igrc.org or by calling 217-529-3217; or contact Ray
Long at rlong@igrc.org or call 618-499-6417.

Admission is $5. All proceeds benefit Cunningham children and youth.

Golden Cross Sunday May 11

Imagine

tions for Bishop Gregory and Cynthia Palmer
at Normal Calvary and Fairview Heights Christ
UMC, surpassing the 90 percent mark, leaving
the conference with $255,000 to raise.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference will celebrate Golden Cross Sunday
on May 11.
Envelopes for the special offering have already been mailed. Bulletin
inserts may be downloaded from the IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/
goldencross.
Proceeds of the offering support conference ministries as they care for
God’s Family. The IGRC Golden Cross agencies are: Evenglow Lodge,
Sunset Home, United Methodist Village, Wesley Village, pastoral care
ministries at Alton Memorial Hospital and Methodist Medical Center of
Illinois; Chaddock, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, The Baby
Fold and United Methodist Children’s Home.
The Golden Cross agencies provide services to more than 30,000
persons per year. More than 2,000 volunteers provide 19,000 hours of
service and more than $10 million of benevolent care is provided by
these ministries.
The Golden Cross agencies in cooperation with United Voices for Children
will have a special luncheon, Caring for God’s Family at noon Friday during Annual Conference. Tickets may be purchased as part of your annual
conference registration, which opened April 1.

Day of Service in memory of McKinney
DECATUR – Decatur First UMC is inviting United Methodist friends and
colleagues to celebrate and honor the ministry of Camilla McKinney
with a Day of Service on Saturday, April 26.
Volunteers are being sought to serve a noon meal at Dinner Downtown,
which serves a hot noon meal to anyone in the community. Serving is
from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Volunteers are asked to arrive by 10 a.m. The day will begin with a
memorial service, followed by information about Dinner Downtown
and instructions for the day. Volunteers will be done by 2 p.m. and will
be served lunch after 1 p.m.
Interested parties are asked to sign up by April 11 by contacting Lana
Hoey at 217-422-9055 or by email at: lanahoey@yahoo.com.
Dinner Downtown is a 17-year-old ministry that began with McKinney
and a few others, out of concern for Decatur residents who didn't have
a hot meal available on the week-ends. Good Samaritan Inn served
five meals a week at that time, but there were no meals served on the
weekends. The first Dinner Downtown was served for about 35 guests.
Today, the ministry now serves more than 300 guests monthly on the
last Saturday of the month. Eventually, Good Samaritan Inn expanded
to serve a hot lunch meal every day except the last Saturday of the
month.
Days prior to her death in December 2013, McKinney was in the kitchen
at Decatur First UMC, preparing and serving the meal to the many
guests that she knew by name and had served for years.

Williams elected ACDLSM treasurer
SAN DIEGO, Calif. -- Illinois Great Rivers Conference Director of Lay
Speaking (Servant) Ministries, Ava Williams, was recently elected
Treasurer of the Association of Conference Directors of Lay Speaking (Servant) Ministries
(ACDLSM) at their annual meeting in San
Diego, Calif.
ACDLSM officers are elected to two-year
terms and may serve two terms in any one
position while serving as Conference Director.
Williams has just completed the maximum
four years as a member of the ACDLSM
Nominations Committee. In 2010 Williams
was selected by the ACDLSM Past President
and Chairperson of Nominations to serve on the Committee representing the Conference Directors of the North Central Jurisdiction.
Williams is currently serving in her seventh year as Conference Director.

CONTINUEDFROM PAGE 9

•

•

December 2012 – Bishop Keaton begins dreaming of an INM Christmas, challenging the IGRC
congregations to finish out the Imagine No
Malaria goal by year’s end, offering to don red
flannel pajamas during the 2013 annual conference session.
May 2013 – Bishop Thomas Bickerton of the
Pittsburgh Area joins the IGRC for its celebration of reaching its $2.3 million goal. In all,
720 of the 860 IGRC congregations have
participated in the campaign. Illinois Great
Rivers, along with Minnesota, are the only two
annual conferences to have raised $2 million
or more. Bickerton told how the IGRC inspired
his conference (Western Pennsylvania) to raise
its goal from $1.8 to $2.3 million. In the closing
minutes of the annual conference, IGRC votes
to increase its goal from $2.3 to $2.5 million.

•

September 2013 – A total of 20 different annual
conferences have active Imagine No Malaria
fundraising campaigns, joined by United Methodists in the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Liberia, Puerto Rico, Russia, Sierra Leone and
Zimbabwe West. In total, more than $53 million
in cash and pledges have been raised toward
the $75 million goal.

•

October 2013 – IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development Mike Crawford raises more
than $1,300 by running in the 36th Chicago
Marathon. IGRC campaign has raised $2.145
million with $240,834 in outstanding pledges.

•

December 2013 – Imagine No Malaria reports
raising $8 million in the last half of 2013,
surpassing the $60 million mark. Four conferences – Holston, Illinois Great Rivers, Minnesota
and Western Pennsylvania conferences – have
raised more than $2 million each. Ten additional conferences begin financial campaigns,
meaning 45 of the 59 conferences have now
made financial commitments to the campaign.

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

years, Embrace has grown to over
1,400 in weekend worship and will
launch a second campus in April,
2014.
For more information, visit: www.
igrc.org/bootcamp or contact Mike
Crawford mcrawford@igrc.org.

Marked Leadership
registration underway
Registration is now open for the
Marked Leadership Camp, which
will be held at East Bay Camp June
8-14. Marked is geared for youth, 9th
through 12th grades, who have a
relationship with Christ, show leadership characteristics, and want to grow
more into who God s called them to
be.
Get more information and all the

forms by visiting: www.igrc.org/
marked.

males and 10 females, but may be
expanded if interest warrants.

New York City youth
seminar

Aldersgate 2014 coming
to Springfield

Youth ages 16-18 (or juniors or
seniors in high school) are invited
to join the IGRC youth ministry on a
New York City adventure of "finding
our voices and shaping the world,"
June 27 - July 6.

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries (ARM)
will hold its National Conference on
Spirit-filled Living in Springfield July
17-20 at the Prairie Capital Convention Center.

The three-day seminar this year is on
youth violence. The young people
will have several days for touring, visiting many of New York City's "must
see" attractions, and enjoying 4th of
July fireworks over the Hudson River.
For more information and a registration form, please visit www.igrc.org/
nyc. Space at present is limited to 10

Brethren CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Both Liberals and Radicals claimed ownership of some
church buildings and appointed ministers to them,
one of the most hotly contested cases of dispute
over church property took place at the New Michigan
Church, in Livingston County, near Streator, which was
made a test case for Illinois. Litigation claimed more
resources than the New Michigan Church could muster,
so appeals were made to the conference, and to other
conferences for financial help. The Conference in 1891
voted $500 for this litigation, unanimous in favor of
prosecuting the suit. (Streator Free Press, September
14, 1891)
A “prophecy” by an anonymous writer concerning the
United Brethren Church was made in 1937 for fifty
years later. One of these predictions was most striking.
It stated that: “The United Brethren Church of 1987 will
be a part of a denomination quite large, made up of
several denominations similar in doctrine and polity.”

ARM is a non-political and non-adversarial movement which is committed
to equipping the local church to
minister to the world in the power of
the Holy Spirit. It receives not funding
from The United Methodist Church
and is a member of the Evangelical
Council for Financial Accountability.
For more information about the conference, visit: www.aldersgate2014.org.

(Religious Telescope, May 8, 1937) Though this “first and
most American church” has now become a part of the
United Methodist Church, its history and witness have
enriched the Church.
J. Bruce Behney and Paul H. Eller concluded their useful
book on the Evangelical United Brethren with these
words: “Past experience and current conviction readied
Evangelical United Brethren to join the Methodists
even though it meant the surrender of some treasured
traditions and some of the more familial relations that
are possible in a smaller denomination. In unions in
1922 and 1946 they had learned that mergers were not
a betrayal or repudiation of the past but occasions for
enrichment and new satisfactions. Even more impelling was the conviction that God’s guidance, which in
the early nineteenth century had led to separation,
now led to union.” (The History of the Evangelical United
Brethren Church, 395)
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Shauna Summers of Tremont has been selected as the new coordinator of Pastoral Care
and Counseling.
Summers, who has a master's degree in
developmental psychology from Illinois State
University and a master's degree in clinical

The Festival features a Quilt Show, a Silent Auction and Quilt Boutique
of beautiful quilts you can take home with you. The Gift Shop, a Bake
Sale, and Patchwork Café offer unique hand crafted gift items and
delicious and affordable food items. New this year, an online auction
will be held featuring a one-of-a-kind, Illini-themed quilt made and
donated by the Orange Krush. The online auction began March 20 and
closes April 3. Visit http://www.cunninghamhome.org/giving/
benefit-events/festival-quilts for details on how to view and bid on
this fantastic quilt.

Bishop's Open for Imagine No Malaria
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Conference NEWS

Health and Welfare ministries rescue
God’s people from hopelessness
went to market. It was time for us to move on to our next
destination. He assured us that he would look into it and if
It was only a few days before our group would be return- need be report it to the proper authorities. We thought that
ing home from a mission trip to Liberia. We had a few more was the end of that adventure and even wondered if it would
be investigated.
places to experience. Since we had members of our group
A few days later we were gathered at the airport ready
with some carpentry skills and “thinking outside the box”
to
come
back home. One of the security guards approached
skills, Bunny Wolfe, our leader, wanted us to see the shell of
our
group
and asked if we were the ones at Bishop Kulah’s
a huge open building at Bishop Kulah’s compound that had
compound.
Now admittedly we did stand out among the
been burned out during the war. There were ideas of making
other
people
in the small airport, but the guard identified
it into a vocational training facility. She wanted some input
himself
as
the
one who had met us earlier at the roofless
on how to put a roof on such a huge area.
building.
He
told
us that after we left, they went to invesBy this time we had been in Liberia long enough to hear
tigate
the
crying
and
found a 12-year-old girl (not a small
some unusual sounds. There was the rhythmic pre-dawn
child)
locked
in
a
room
with three locks. They were able to
thumping of women pounding papaya. Or the giant bat that
determine
that
the
woman
who came to the house was not
made eerie sounds throughout the night. So when I heard
her
mother.
She
had
been
kidnapped.
The security guard
this cry a short way from the building, I really thought it was
was
keeping
the
child
in
his
home
until
her real mother
an unfamiliar bird, except the longer we heard it, the more
could
be
found.
convinced we were that it was a small child calling “Ma Ma…
I don’t want to even imagine what was going to happen
Ma Ma.” We asked our Liberian guides who were showing us
to
her.
God had other plans for her. What’s more, God was
the building what could be done. His response was that pergracious
enough to let us not only be a part of her story, but
haps the mother had locked the child in the home while she

BY CAROL RANKIN
Chair, IGRC Health and Welfare Committee

also to know the outcome of the story through the guard
who recognized us just as we were getting ready to leave the
country. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For surely I know the plans I
have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope.” I’m sure our girl
was desperate, feeling hopeless when she was rescued into a
future with hope.
As chair of our Conference Health and Welfare Committee—the older adult ministries, the child care ministries,
the hospital chaplains, and Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House—I am in awe of the “rescuing” of people of God’s
family in desperate, seemingly hopeless circumstances.
These ministries are missions that give hope, comfort and
healing to those who are in dire circumstances. We will most
likely never know the name of our girl in Liberia, nor she
ours. In the same way, the support that we give our Health
and Welfare “missions”, whether in service or through donations of goods or money, will most likely remain nameless.
But as Jesus tells us in Matthew 25:40, “Truly I tell you, just
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.” We continue to be in mission.

Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit
Fund responds to proposed health
insurance change
Photo courtesy of Craig Sweet

Rochester and Sherman UMC’s teamed up to donate more than 2,500 cans of soup to Kumler
Outreach Ministries Food Pantry in Springfield. Rochester donated 1,185 cans of soup and Sherman UMC donated 1,369 cans of soup. Together, the two congregations supplied two months’
worth of soup for the hungry in Springfield.

Call for liturgy submissions:
Disability Awareness Sunday
The IGRC Committee on Disability Concerns is compiling resources
for IGRC churches for Disability Awareness Sunday. We welcome
your submissions of original liturgical resources--examples include
prayers, litanies, children’s moments, and hymns. Submissions may
be made to astauder@igrc.org by May 20. Approved submissions
will be distributed through the committee's web page and shared
through social media; the author(s) will be credited.
IGRC celebrates Disability Awareness Sunday annually on the
fourth Sunday of September; however, churches may choose a day
more appropriate for their context.

District meetings set to discuss
health insurance proposal
Meetings in all 10 districts within the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference have been announced to discuss the legislative proposal concerning the conference’s group health
insurance plan for clergy and conference staff.
These sessions are for pastors, lay members to annual conference and other interested church officers. The Cabinet
invites persons who cannot attend a session in their own
district to attend a session in another district. The goal is to
keep these sessions under 90 minutes in length.
Saturday, April 5 – 1 p.m.
Spoon River District – Galesburg First UMC
Sunday, April 6 – 3 p.m.
Sangamon River District – Conference Office
THE CURRENT
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Saturday, April 12 – 10 a.m.
Vermilion River District – Dwight UMC
Sunday, April 13 – 2:30 p.m.
Illinois River District – Peoria Northwest UMC

BY KEITH ANDERSON
PASBF Executive Director

By now most of you are aware of the Conference Board of Pensions and Health Benefits’
(CBPHB) proposal to Annual Conference to
eliminate the health insurance plan for active clergy
and families beginning Jan. 1, 2015. Active clergy
and families will probably purchase plans on the
Exchanges, individual policies, or purchase coverage through a working spouse with employer health
insurance benefits.
PASBF’s Board of
Directors has been kept
informed by the CBPHB
regarding this possibility,
and PASBF has been in
discussions on the Medicare Supplement plan for
retirees. PASBF greatly
appreciates the CBPHB
open dialogue related to
this issue. As of this date, the Board of Directors
has not met regarding this proposal but I can share
some insights with you:
1) There are no changes proposed or planned
for the Medicare Supplement. PASBF is
committed to contribute the money to purchase the Medicare Supplement. This means
there will be no changes for health insurance
for Medicare-eligible retirees and spouses in
the plan for the foreseeable future. Our retirees and spouses in the plan will continue
to enjoy a no deductible, no co-pay supplement for most Medicare-approved procedures and amounts, and the base monthly
premiums of $35 per month for retirees and
$70 per month for spouses will remain the
same as well in 2015.
2) There is a possibility of some groups of
retirees and spouses being impacted negatively from this proposal by CBPHB). One

Health

Insurance

possible example is non-Medicare eligible
spouses who are currently in the active plan.
The Board of Directors will be discussing
this situation and possible others at its April
board meeting.
3) Retirees and spouses who are not in the
health insurance plan sponsored by the
Conference will not be impacted by this
proposal. They will continue in the plans
that they are currently enrolled in.
4) If the proposal passes, there will need to be
a change to the rules of eligibility for the
Medicare Supplement. Under our current
rules, retirees and spouses are required to be
in the active plan for a certain period of time
to be eligible for the retiree plan. Obviously,
if the active plan is eliminated, new rules for
eligibility will need to be created.
5) For the past few years, PASBF Board of Directors has been discussing plans for new
eligibility for the Medicare Supplement.
Plans have not been finalized at this time
and the Board will continue this work in the
coming year.
Please know that PASBF will stay vigilant in
exploring issues related to our retirees and spouses.
Feel free to contact me at 217-529-3221 or kanderson@igrc.org with any concerns that you have over
the proposed changes in health insurance or any
other concerns.

