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It was great seeing many of you at our
Annual Celebration in October when
Bishop Beard gave a riveting message
and district officers received update
training. Since that time I hope that you
have enjoyed Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Year’s Day, the Super Bowl, and,
celebrated Black History month as well
as Valentine’s Day eagerly awaiting the
beginning of United Methodist Women
District Spring Celebrations across the
Conference!
We are bold women daring to turn faith,
hope and love into action. I look
forward to your bold action this year.
IGRC United Methodist Women in
Action - I am excited about the
achievements of United Methodist
Women around the Conference in
2017. You sponsored young men on
mission trips and camp scholarships;
partnered with a church of another
denomination to provide a summer
lunch program; raised money for prison
ministry; provided weekend food for
kids; delivered snacks and treats to
local fire and police departments;
participated in the Snack Pack Program
feeding children; donated sports
equipment to a Youth Detention Center;
made quilts for cots at a local day care;
knitted afghans for newborns and caps
and scarves for homeless women; gave

gloves to food pantry consumers;
served as volunteers for homeless
shelters, food programs, Cunningham
Children’s Home, and Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House; received
Spirited Servant Awards; remembered
shut ins with flowers, fruit baskets,
cards and visits; made pillowcase
dresses for girls in Africa. Donations
were made to a number of agencies
and community services including
CASA, Cunningham Children’s Home,
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House, Spero Family Services,
Chaddock, Baby Fold, church and
community food pantries, Midwest
Distribution Center, Good Samaritan
House, DuQuoin Clothes Closet,
Legacy Fund, Cunningham Children’s
Home Recreation Center Naming
Opportunity, shelters, Redbird Mission,
Phoenix Crisis Center, Twigs, Scott
Airforce Base Airman’s Attic, Meals on
Wheels, Henderson Settlement House,
Salvation Army, UNICEF, Oasis
Women’s Center, Iroquois County
Hospice, and Our Conference, Our
Kids campaign.
Kudos to all United Methodist Women
with special recognition for Five Star,
Love, Joy, and Hope units; Spirited
Servant and Reading Program
awardees! Continue and expand the
Continued on page 2
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awesome action! Please send pictures of
your action projects to me at
cmccask@att.net and/or Kay Fisher,
Conference Communication Coordinator, at
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com.
The Red Zone – Intercept Human Trafficking
“Standing in the Red Zone” was the theme of
the 2018 Intercept Human Trafficking action.
Kudos to United Methodist Women who wore
red and stood in the Red Zone in January to
raise awareness of Human Trafficking. Special
thanks to United Methodist Women of Altamont
First UMC and Trinity UMC for sharing their
pictures. The United Methodist Women
Conference Team took a picture “Standing in
the Red Zone” at their meeting at Chatham
UMC as well. (See page 15)
Save the Date - On March 23,
2018 join United Methodist
Women and give to the Legacy
Fund, a permanent endowment,
to support the continuation of service and
advocacy for future generations of women,
children, and youth. Let’s build the legacy
together; see the flyer on page 10 for more
details on how to give!
14th Annual Festival of Quilts – Attend, make
a quilt/craft, participate and
volunteer at the Festival of
Quilts, April 13 and 14, 2018,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Spiritual
Life Center of Cunningham
Children’s Home. Tickets, $5
donation, are available now.
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2018 Assembly – Come,
Go with us to the 19th
quadrennial Assembly of
United Methodist Women,
“The Power of Bold”, in
Columbus, Ohio, May 18-20, 2018! Become
immersed, refreshed and renewed in the
atmosphere - participatory workshops, powerful
speakers, spiritual experiences, a public rally,
Town Halls, spirited music and social justice
exhibits. This Assembly marks the official
celebration of the 150th anniversary of United
Methodist Women. Be there and witness as we
pass the torch onward to 150 more years of
United Methodist Women in the United States
and around the world.
The Education and Recreation Center
Naming Opportunity campaign – Thanks to
all United Methodist Women and units that have
given to the campaign to name a conference
room in the new Recreation Center for United
Methodist Women. You have been fantastic and
given $20,000. We only need $10,000 more.
All Units were asked to give at least $75 by May
2018. There is still time to reach the goal. Let
us be a visual reminder to the children of
Cunningham Children’s Home that United
Methodist Women are there for them.
Blessings and Peace,
Camille McCaskill

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of
women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church.
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“We’ve a Story to Tell to the
Nations”
“We’ve a story to tell to the nations, that
shall turn their hearts to the right. . .” The
words of this well-known hymn, written in
1896, reverberate even in this day and
age. And Vice Presidents are charged
with the task of planning activities to tell
our story. During the Legacy Fund campaign
over the past four years, we have been
encouraged to share our stories, and this will
be the spotlight focus of our Annual
Celebration and Gathering on Saturday,
October 6, 2018, at First United Methodist
Church, 211 N. School St., Normal, IL. The
theme for this year’s gathering is “Participating
in God’s Mission: A Gift and a Responsibility.”
Plans are underway for opportunities to share
our mission journey stories and find fellowship
with IGRC sisters. The Conference Leadership
Team will be offering training and ideas for
their District counterparts. Using this
opportunity for collegiality among Conference
and District Leadership teams gives a great
opportunity to enhance our UMW leadership
throughout the Conference. So mark your
calendars NOW for October 6 in Normal!
Another opportunity that each district will be
sharing is the Personal Growth Seminar. Each
district has set their dates for this event, with
the first one on March 3 and the last one on
November 3. The topic for this year is “The
Christian Consumer: Living Ethically in a
Material World.” This topic should be very
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Vice President
Sue Coons
1046 N 6th Road, Dana, 61321
(815) 863-5133
(815) 674-7861
suzcoons@aol.com

relevant to all women of all ages in the 21st
century. We, as United Methodist Women, are
called upon to examine how our consumerism
can be influenced by our Christian faith. Be it
fair-trade coffee or foreign oil, our choices as
consumers affect the well-being of humans
around the globe, not to mention the natural
world and ourselves. Making wise choices in
our consumption is complicated, and wise
voices from the Christian tradition can help
guide us. I hope that you will attend your
district’s seminar and bring a carload with you.
We CAN make a difference one step at a time.
As an Irish Proverb says, “A good beginning is
half the work.” Remember that life is a mirror--if you frown at it, it frowns back; if you smile at
it, it returns the greeting.
Thank you, all you hard-working Vice
Presidents in our local units and districts for all
of your planning and preparing for numerous
gatherings and events. Sometimes the job may
feel overwhelming, but don’t give up! Isaiah
41: 10 (NLT) tells us: “Don’t be afraid, for I am
with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will
hold you up with my victorious right hand.”

Find us on the web!
http://www.igrc.org/umw
https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/
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Secretary
Mary Ann Harvey
3601 25th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201
(309)786-2062 theharveyfamily@mchsi.com

Minutes of thought
from the Secretary

I am the new conference secretary. You may remember me as the person
always reporting on the financial condition of the IGRC UMW. Now you will
have to put up with me asking for directory corrections and officer lists. I will be sending the district
secretaries information on how to conserve information at the Archives and Special Collections
office in Jacksonville.
As we serve our organization, we need to remember in this time of Lent that our message to the
world through our missions has to be one of peace and forgiveness.
Mary Ann Harvey

Language Coordinator

Communications Coordinator

Barb Smith
4913 S Alaska, Bartonville, IL 61607
(309)648-2894 bsmith3548@outlook.com
To celebrate the diversity of cultures in United
Methodist Women, we would like to include pictures
in our IGRC Annual Conference UMW display.
According to recent statistics, Hispanic, Asian, Pacific
Islander, Native American, and Afro-American are
some of cultural groups within our conference. IGRC
United Methodist Women is looking for photos of
these members in their traditional cultural attire and/
or cultural celebrations (i.e. Cinco de Mayo, etc.) to
place on our display at Annual Conference in June.
Please send any pictures you might have to Kay
Fisher, Communications Coordinator at
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com or 324 S Center Ave,
Bradley, Il, 60915 as soon as possible, so that we
have time to put together the display by mid-May.
Barb Smith, Language Coordinator

Kay Fisher

324 S Center Ave, Bradley, IL 60915
(815)932-9605
kay9605@yahoo.com
Newsletter questions or contributions:
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com
Please feel free to make copies of The
Bridge and share with your units and
your churches. If your unit or district is
doing something new or different,
share it by sending to
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com.
Deadline for the next issue (coming
out at the beginning of June) is May
15, 2018!! The Bridge is published 3
times a year. Please let me know if
your email or snail mail address
changes.
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Treasurer
Louella Christensen
200 E Wurl Lane, Altamont 62411
(618)315-8020 mail2lou@mac.com

Greetings in the New Year, ladies! It will be
Easter and the end of the first quarter before we
know it! Here is some information to share with
your districts and units.
Did you know? We, as United Methodist
Women, raise all our own funds for mission. We
are called to be good stewards of the pledges
and donations we receive from members,
mission partners and anonymous donors with a
heart for mission. Our gifts are “boots on the
ground” in the mission field. Every penny
counts! Your gift counts! And you count!
Did you know? Mission Giving is
undesignated money we give
in the five channels to help
accomplish the United
Methodist Women purpose
locally and around the world
(helps meet our budgeted
obligations; used where need is greatest). The
five channels of mission giving (Pledge, Special
Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in
Memory and World Thank Offering) provide
basic support for all the mission programs and
projects of United Methodist Women and count
for your mission pledge.
Did you know? Supplementary Giving is
money we designate for specific mission
projects. This money does not help meet our
budgeted mission obligations and is only used
for those designated projects. By the way,
National Office now recommends that UMCOR
and Advance gifts be sent directly to the project
to get the money to them more quickly.

Did you know? The Legacy Fund is extra
giving sent directly to the National Office to
build an endowment fund that will help support
United Methodist Women mission programs for
the next 150 years.
Did you know? You do now!
Illinois Great Rivers Conference United
Methodist Women have pledged to give
$340,000 to mission in 2018. That means we
will need to give 65 cents per minute in the five
mission giving channels to meet our mission
obligations to the women, children and youth in
our communities and around the world who are
counting on us.
I’m sorry to report that the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference United Methodist Women
and 60% of our districts did not meet their 2017
mission pledges. Please ramp up your efforts to
meet your unit and district pledges this year.
Help us meet the 2018 conference pledge.
The United Methodist Women Handbook,
2017-2020 recommends that units send their
remittances to the district treasurer at least
once a quarter. I recommend
that, too, because we want to
get our money to the mission
field as quickly as possible.
We have district treasurers
send their remittances to me
every month for the same
reason. It’s not mission money
until we send it in. Let’s make
it happen, ladies! Let’s get the mission money
moving!! EVERY PENNY COUNTS!!!
Louella Christensen

The Bridge

Page 6

March 2018

Secretary of Program Resources
Nina Drollinger

181 N 2800E Rd, Rankin 60960
(217) 493-5390
ninald2017@gmail.com
I hope everyone had a good Christmas and
Happy New Years. I don’t know God’s plans
for me, but I try very hard to listen. I always
believe there is a reason for everything.
December 15th, 2017, I fell down a few steps
at home and broke the metatarsal bone in the
bottom of my right foot. I must wear a heavy
boot. So, I haven’t been able to drive or get
around too well.
One thing I have realized: the struggles are
endless for the people that have to be in
wheelchairs full time. We had a Mission u
study on people with disabilities and I see all
kinds of problems. I had to go to a hospital
with a ramp which was so steep I had to have
help. There are bathroom doors so heavy a
person in a wheelchair can’t open them. I
stayed in a hotel, handicapped room, where
there was a shelf with the coffee pot on it.
Sitting in my chair, the shelf was above my
head.
I guess my point is; if you can, make changes
to your church, work places, or any other
place that might need changes. Have a
person in a wheelchair go through the
building and see if they can access everything
they need.
I will be at the IGRC Spiritual Growth Retreat
Feb 23 & 24 at Chatham UMC. I believe I will
have a nice selection of books for everyone. I
hope you all have used this cold weather as
down time to read a few good books.
In the 2018 Reading Program booklet, it tells
about all the new books. There are more
books available for the Kindle, but you can

also get these in print. Go to
United Methodist Women at:
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
readingprogram.
Electronic books can be read on any device,
computer, smart phone, or tablet, this way
you can make the print larger if necessary.
At the back of the Reading Program booklet,
page 46, there are Sources for the Visually
Impaired. The National Library Service for the
blind and physically handicapped. Email:
nls@loc.gov. Braille, and Downloadable
talking books. Available at https://
www.loc.gov/nls/
Even the “response” magazine is digital. You
can now take it wherever you go.
All the Plans have stayed the same: Plan I – 5
books per year, Plan II – 10 books per year,
Plan III – 15 books per year, and Plan IV – 20
books per year.
They are going to try a different approach this
year. Order books for your event 2 weeks
before hand. After the event you have 1 week
to return the leftover books. They are hoping
everyone will get all the books they would
like. I will try and email updated consignment
order forms as I receive them.
If you are a District Program Resource person
and have not received an email from me,
please call my cell.
Hope to see you all at the Retreat!
Nina L Drollinger
IGRC Program Resources
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Ida B. Wells
(1862-19310) was an African
American
journalist who
fought for racial
and gender equality. She was the first person to
document the lynching of African Americans
and led many anti-lynching campaigns. Wells
worked with other organizers to create the
foundations of modern social work.
She is considered a founding member of the
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NAACP and established several civil rights
organizations including the National Association
of Colored Women. She actively campaigned
for women’s suffrage. Working on behalf of all
women, as part of her work with the National
Equal Rights League Ida B. Wells called for
President Woodrow Wilson to put an end to
discriminatory hiring practices for government
jobs.
Let’s Talk: What action is needed to improve
working conditions for women in the work place
today?

Education & Interpretation
Pam Hammond McDavid
6712 Preston Drive. Springfield 62711
(217) 483-6331
I opened my home for a friend who was in town
to speak at a memorial service. Now a
Chaplain, she was sharing memories from her
undergraduate days. About a week after her
visit I received a book titled: Jesus and those
Bodacious Women by L. Hollies. I am so
enjoying the life lessons presented. The book
reminds me of how awesome women are in the
bible and in life. One story reminds me that "in
the garden of Gethsemane, a woman was
given the power, the authority and the mandate
to go and tell the message of salvation".
Another life lesson reminds me that "Prayer is a
way of living; it's a lifestyle! When I'm down it
pulls me up. When I'm scared, it give me
courage. When I want to back up, it is the push
from behind that sends me ahead. It's the
reminder of whose I am. I am God's servant, I
am God's child, I am chosen by God. I am a
bodacious woman".
As United Methodist Women we are purposed
to "know God" and we are called to turn faith,
hope and love into action. Our units have set
our pledge goals and the IGRC-UMW goals. As
God's bodacious women, we can surpass all
the set goals. My pastor recently told our
congregation that what has sustained us for

pkhmcdaavid@yahoo.com
over 100 years will not take us to where we
need to go!! So, as bodacious women, we will
take risks, make mistakes and learn from them.
We will do something different and new!!
Follow your heart, listen to your dream, pay
attention to your gut instead of doing what's
comfortable - Be Bodacious.
Mission Giving and special offerings make
Mission Happen! Mission Giving represents
members’ second- and third-mile gifts beyond
their tithes and offerings in our local churches.
Nationally, mission giving provides vital support
for United Methodist Women-related national
mission institutions and other U.S. ministries.
Internationally, UMW supports some 150
programs, carried out by up to 116
organizations in more than 110 countries
annually. Plus, we support eight regional
missionaries. Indeed, UMW is awesome, so
let's tell our story. Let's tout the UMW Annual
Day of Giving coming up on March 23rd
themed "Together, we are building our legacy".
Also remember, there are Five Channels of
Giving, be sure your local unit gives across all
channels. UMW we are one in the spirit and in
the Lord. They will know us by our Love. Let's
Be Bodacious.
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Committee on Nominations
Burena Howard, ch.
531 N 18th Street, East St. Louis 62205
(618)271-6768
burena135@att.net

Greetings from your Committee On Nominations Chairman:

Are You Going to
Assembly?
IGRC UMW lanyards
are still available. The
cost per lanyard is
$2.00. Contact Nina
Drollinger
{(217) 493-5390}
for details.

Lo

Burena Howard, Chairman
Barb Rascher
Sandra Cooksey
Helen DuFour
Linda Dean
Jeannie Malone

ve

then issued for information on experience at
the local, district, conference, church or
professional levels (other than United
Methodist Women). The nominations
committee members are:

Faith
Hop
e

The Committee on Nominations needs names
of potential leaders to fill vacant positions on
the IGRC UMW board. As Committee
Chairman it is my prayer that every effort is
made throughout the year to encourage
members within the districts to submit names of
those who are willing to serve. We will have
positions to fill in the year 2019. The names of
persons to fill these positions must be
presented for acceptance July 2018. The form
may be completed by those who have not been
contacted. Just complete the form included on
page 9 and forward to the nominations
committee. A more extensive talent form is

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
continues to reach out to children and
families in the East St. Louis community
through a wide variety of programs and
services. The Board of Directors and staff
would like to thank everyone who donated to our ministry during the
Holiday Season. There was a lot of activity at the agency during the
holiday and all the staff were busy spreading Christmas cheer thanks
to your support!! We were able to have a Christmas party for the
children at the Child Care Center and each one received a present
from Santa. The agency chose 15 families to adopt and gave them
toys, clothes and other essentials. Area churches and United
Methodist Women generously adopted many of the children and youth
in the agency programs and purchased presents for each of them.
The agency was also a part of the 100 Neediest Program. Over 100
families received a monetary stipend and several of the families were
adopted by local groups or businesses. Those families received gifts,
clothes, food and other items for their family for Christmas.
As Neighborhood House goes through its current transition, we
hope that you keep our children, families, staff and board in your heart
and in your prayers. Thanks for all you do!
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ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS CONFERENCE

Please return form to a member of the Committee on Nominations or mail:
Burena Howard, Chairman
531 North 18th Street
East St. Louis, IL 62205
burena135@att.net

Barb Rascher
Helen DuFour
Jeannie Malone
Sandra Cooksey
Linda Dean
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What’s YOUR Legacy going to be?
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Lifting the Fog
Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them.
Ephesians 5:11
It's foggy in
Pittsburgh. It's the
kind of fog that
prevents you from
seeing down the
street, but not out
your window. This
creates a sense of
insulation and
isolation--that you're all alone in space rather
than part of a large urban city. The fog is
probably because of Pittsburgh's hilly
topography, or the convergence of the
Allegheny and Monongahela rivers, or the
unseasonably warm weather in the first
weekend of December.
I found myself in Pittsburgh for a meeting of
the United Methodist Women Be Just Be
Green Jurisdiction Guides. We came from
around the United States to set outreach goals
and strategy, decide how to communicate our
advocacy campaigns to our members, and
plan our presentations for Assembly in 2018.
Because our advocacy campaign is about
methane and natural gas extraction or
"fracking", we organized a visit to local
communities in Pennsylvania impacted by the
natural gas industry. We partnered with local
activists and families and listened to their
stories.
Fracking is the process of injecting water,
chemicals, and sand underground to fracture
rocks (like shale) to release gas. The process
uses large amounts of water which, when
mixed with fracking chemicals, becomes toxic.
Fracking also releases methane, a

greenhouse gas 84 times more potent than
carbon dioxide.
When fracking began to increase in
Pennsylvania in the early 2010s, fracking
operators claimed that the United States had a
100 year supply of cheap natural gas and that
fracking could help lead to energy
independence. They also promised jobs. What
has happened instead is a devastation of land,
air, and water in the name of progress. The
majority of the jobs created were temporary
construction jobs. It is very unlikely that natural
gas will be used to heat our homes and power
our vehicles for the next generation, as the
supply has been overestimated. We may
already have passed the peak of natural gas
extraction. It is rapidly becoming too
expensive to extract natural gas--the energy
return on energy invested (EROEI) profit
margin is closing.
What is clear are the health and environmental
risks from fracking. Allegheny County, where
Pittsburgh is located, is in the top 2% for
cancer risk from air pollution. Up to 14% of
Pittsburghers suffer from asthma as compared
to the national average of 8%-10%. Asthma
acutely impacts children, and is a leading
cause of chronic school absenteeism. Air
pollution exacerbates cardiovascular disease
and is a significant cause of premature death
among those with preexisting cardiovascular
conditions. Air pollution has been connected to
autism, diabetes, and dementia.
(Read more of this article on Christina's blog
at http://www.5matches.com/2017/12/liftingfog.html )
Follow the Be Just Be Green Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/bejustbegreen/

Christina Krost is a United Methodist pastor’s wife, mother, educator, and Earth care advocate
working for Faith in Place, the Illinois Affiliate of Interfaith Power & Light. She is also Be Just Be
Green Jurisdiction Guide for United Methodist Women. She lives with her husband and three
daughters in rural Illinois and blogs at 5Matches.com. When she’s not working, chasing children,
or helping minister to churches she enjoys reading, writing, and sneaking fair trade chocolate in
her closet so she doesn’t have to share.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christina.krost.9
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QUILT AUCTION featuring
beautiful traditional and
contemporary quilts and wall
hangings
GIFT SHOP packed with
generously donated
handcrafted items
BAKE SALE with delicious
homemade goodies and treats
QUILT BOUTIQUE with quilts,
wall hangings, and table
runners for purchase
PATCHWORK CAFE where
guests can enjoy a cup of
coffee or an inexpensive lunch
and visit with friends
WALKING TOURS of
Cunningham’s Urbana
campus to learn more about
the mission and ministry of
Cunningham Children’s Home
FEATURED SPEAKERS
detailing their quilting
expertise
RECOGNIZED GALLERY of
the 2018 Boneyard Arts
Festival
Friday and Saturday, April 13 and 14, 2018
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A Cunningham Children’s
Home tradition, now in its 14th year, attracted
nearly 1,400 visitors and raised more than
$76,000 in 2017 to help bring hope tohundreds
of youth and families. For a suggested
donation of $5 for admission,the Festival, our
signature fundraiser, features something for
everyone:
QUILT SHOW with hundreds of hand and
machine quilted pieces including contemporary
designs as well as antique quilts on loan for the
show

Help us celebrate a tradition
that offers warmth, comfort, and hope to the
youth at Cunningham.We are excited to see
the beautiful work of our quilters for the 14th
Annual Festival of Quilts! Please join us. Learn
how you can participate at http://
www.cunninghamhome.org/participate-festival
. Volunteer or become a sponsor. To
volunteer, or for additional information about
becoming a 2018 Festival of Quilts sponsor,
please contact Ginger McKee at 217.337.9074
or at gmckee@cunninghamhome.org
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Membership Nurture &
Outreach
Jan Corsaro
United Methodist Women
are a mighty force working to 217 S Vail St,
develop that creative,
Geneseo, IL 61254
supportive fellowship to
(309)944-6618
expand the concepts of
jcorsaro13@gmail.com
mission throughout the
world. We in the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference are an important
Bates Neighborhood House, and the
part of that fellowship as we provide ways
Legacy Fund.
and means to accomplish our mission. We
Thank you to all the unit
have approximately 8,765 members who
representatives and to the district
are doing these tasks. We are always
Membership, Nurture, and Outreach
seeking others to assist us in our tasks, but
Coordinators for sending in their year end
we know we must continue to nurture our
reports. Your cooperation in this task is
current members and encourage them in
appreciated as it makes my reporting much
their endeavors. As we look forward to this
easier.
year, we will continue to reach out in
I am looking forward to a year of
various ways as we participate in various
continued mission by you, the mighty
activities in our local communities and in the
warriors of service throughout the
Festival of Quilts, Guardian Parents, Caring
conference.
Neighbors, and other activities at Lessie
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Social Action

Appearing destitute/lacking personal
possessions
Caroline M Jones
Working excessively long hours
25 Elk Court, Washington, IL 61571
Living at place of employment
(309) 453-3729
Checking into hotels/motels with older
jonesteach1@att.net
males – referring to those males as
boyfriend or daddy (which is often
street slang for pimp).
Hello! My name is Caroline
Poor physical or dental health
Jones ,the new Social Action Conference
tattoos/branding on the neck and /lower back
Officer from Washington, Il. The Conference
Security measure that appear to keep people
officers met on January 19 & 20. On the
inside an establishment-barbed wire inside
Saturday meeting, we wore Red to promote
of a fence, bars -covering the insides of
information about our concern for Human
window
Trafficking. United Methodist Women support
Not allowing people to go into public alone, or
this issue of trafficking as a social issue. More
speak for themselves
information can be obtained on the web site of
Here are some websites with further
www.unitedmethodist women.org. Here is
information :
some general information about trafficking
Fact Sheet - socialwork.uic.edu/wp-content/
What is Human Trafficking? “Human
trafficking is a form of modern- day slavery and
is the second largest criminal industry in the
world. It is the recruiting, transporting and
harboring of a person by threat, force or
deception for the purpose of exploitation.
Traffickers take advantage of vulnerable
persons with false promises or physical
abduction, forcing them into contract slavery,
forced labor and sexual trafficking. The number
of adults and children in forced trafficking is
20.9 million and worldwide it is 3 per 1,000
people. It can be found in rural, suburban and
urban settings in the United States and
worldwide. They are landscapers, agricultural
workers, panhandlers, day laborers, factory and
sweatshop workers, hotel workers and
housekeepers. They are exploited in the service
industries in restaurants, bars, strip clubs nail
salons and similar businesses, and on websites
for adult services. Prostitutes, strippers, escorts
and workers in massage parlors, brothels and
for phone chat lines are often victims.
Signs of Human Trafficking!
Appearing malnourished
Showing signs of physical injuries and abuse
Avoiding eye contact, social interaction and
authority figures/law enforcement
Seeming to adhere to scripted or rehearsed
responses in social interaction
Lacking official identification documents

uploads/bsk-pdf...
www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/images/
Leg5.pdf -( list of Senators and State
Representatives)

Chicago Gets Another Task Force on Human
Trafficking—Will This One Work?
Illinois is lacking on training on Human
Trafficking for Law Enforcements – A statute
that mandates or encourages law enforcement
to be trained in human trafficking issues and the
law. A statue that creates, established or
encourages a task force-commission, or
advisory committee dedicated to addressing
human trafficking. The second problem is the
posting of a Human trafficking hotline such as
the National Human Trafficking Resource
Center or state human trafficking hotline. Public
Act 099-0099 requires specified businesses and
other establishments as of January 1, 2016, to
post a notice forming the public and victims of
human trafficking of telephone numbers to seek
help or report unlawful activity. There are
specific posting mandates, language
requirements, and penalties for failure to post.
The mandated notice is available on Illinois
Department of Human services. The posting
also provides critical information to the
public on how to report suspected human
trafficking. There will be a list of where the
Public Notice must be posted.
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Standing in the Red Zone – Intercept Human Trafficking
In football, the area between the 20yard line and the goal of the defensive
team is known as the “Red Zone”.

IGRC UMW is "Standing in
the Red Zone" to raise
awareness of the trafficking
of women, girls, men and
boys in our communities and
around the world.

Top left: Conference Officers
Top right: Villa Grove UMW
Upper Middle: Altamont UMC
Lower Middle: Herscher UMC
Bottom: East St. Louis Trinity UMW
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WHY SHOULD I ATTEND?
Assembly 2018 will be a forum for United Methodist
Women members, new friends and partners to gather,
worship and learn about the needs of women, children and
youth in the 21st century. We will be claiming our 150-year
history as women who know how to organize and serve and
are willing to be challenged to grow in our faith as we build
deeper connections with one another, church leaders and
partners in the work of justice for all God’s children.
Assembly will offer an incredible personal faith journey through community building, training for
action, and visioning a movement for the future. Bold and courageous ventures await us!
Online Registration

12/1/17 -4/9/18
(Midnight PST)
9/1/17 - 4/9/18

$330.00

Paper mail-In form*
$330.00
Ubuntu Day of Service
Filled until capacity
$60.00
(optional)
In a continued effort to protect the environment
Registration
and reduce our printed resources, registration,
Registration for the Assembly will close
event confirmation and updates will be handled
April 9, 2018
online. Register early and online to receive your
discount. A registration acknowledgement will be
emailed to you, so remember to check your email for updates.
United Methodist Women is an equal opportunity organization that actively seeks diverse
event program leadership using EEOC standards which include age, race and regional
representation giving priority to women.

www.umwassembly.org
United Methodist Women, Inc. 475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115

Congratulations to our Assembly Scholarship Winners!
Because of a gift from the North Central Jurisdiction of United Methodist Women
and the generosity of an anonymous Embarras River District donor, we were able
to help two first-timers attend Assembly this year. The scholarship recipients are:
Sue Eggerton, Vermilion River District
Vicki G. Harber, Iroquois River District
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Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Ellen Dixon
1427 N Franklin Ave, Springfield, IL 62702
(217) 691-7676
ellenw.soul@yahoo.com

I am happy to be seeing Spring soon!!!
I was able to reach out to all the District
Spiritual Growth officers and enjoyed
hearing back from several of you. You were
so gracious and I am thrilled to hold you up
in prayer.
Please pray for the District Spiritual
Growth times. And, please hold the planning
for the Mission U events, including the new
Kids Mission U day July 28th in Rochester.

The Mission U weekend and weekday
dates are August 3-5 August 5-8. Start
planning on attending.
Pictures from the Spiritual Growth
Retreat are included here. It was so great
seeing so many of you there!!
We have such great opportunities! PTL!
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The Bridge - March 2018
The newsletter of IGRC UMW
Published at Wesley UMC
500 N Cleveland Ave
Bradley, IL 60915

WHEN WOMEN UNITE,
BOLD AND COURAGEOUS
ACTIONS HAPPEN

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete
issue, - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information!

Upcoming Important Dates!
March 16-17
March 23
April 13-14
May 18-20
July 13-14
August 3-8
October 6

Leadership Team – Chatham UM Church
Legacy Fund Day of Giving
Festival of Quilts, CCH
Assembly, Columbus, Ohio (Ubuntu Day on May 17)
Leadership Team - Chatham UM Church
Mission u (Registration forms available at https://www.igrc.org/umw_news)
Annual Celebration - Normal First UM Church
Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates!

