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(ABOVE) Robert Harms, a carpenter

with RG Construction, works inside
the former First United Methodist
Church building at Fifth Street and
Capitol Avenue Friday, Sept. 21,
2018 in Springfield, Ill. Harms was
installing wall studs on the third floor
where apartments will be located.

(AT LEFT) Fairfield First UMC will
celebrate its 200th anniversary this
month.
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Advent DVD studies for adults available from the UMRC
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!
DVDs:
#101090 All I Want for Christmas: Opening the Gifts of God's Grace – 5 sessions
#102162 Because of Bethlehem – 4 sessions
#103141 Christmas Gifts That Won't Break – 5 sessions
#104090 Down to Earth – 4 sessions
#106083 Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph – 4 sessions
#106066 Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam – 5 sessions
#107107 Gift of the Nutcracker – 4 sessions
#108069 Home for Christmas: Tales of Hope and Second Chances – 4 sessions
#110020 Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem – 5 sessions
#114046 Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem – 5 sessions
#118069 Redemption of Scrooge – 4 sessions
#119133 Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas – 5 sessions
#123081 Why in the World: The Reason God Became One of Us – 4 sessions
#123095 Wonder of Christmas: Once You Believe, Anything Is Possible – 4 sessions
Go to [www.igrc.org/umrc]www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.

Deaths
Retired IGRC pastor Rev. William R. Warner, 94, died Sept.
23 in Carbondale.
Rev. Warner served 36 years in active ministry in the former
Southern Illinois Conference. He retired in 1987 from the
Ministry of Criminal Justice.
Expressions of sympathy to the family can be
posted at: http://www.meredithfh.com/obituaries/Rev-William-RWarner?obId=3347314#/celebrationWall, or they may be sent to his
daughter, Kathy Manfredi at 252 Hillendale Drive, Murphysboro IL 62966.
Retired diaconal minister Kenneth Bade died Sept. 19. He
was 92.
Kenneth was a longtime organist and diaconal minister of
music at Kankakee Asbury UMC.

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.

The complete obituary can be viewed at: https://www.
schrefflerfuneralhomes.com/m/obituaries/Kenneth-
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News from the Episcopal Office

Our actions speak louder than our words

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard
appoints the following:
Curtis Brown to IGRC Director of Connectional
Ministries, effective Oct. 1. He is a clergy
member of the New England Annual
Conference and an affiliate member of the
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference. This is a
first-time appointment in the IGRC.
Diane Schulte to Bunker Hill, Mississippi River
District, ¼ time, effective Sept. 1. This is her
first time IGRC appointment.
Lisa Unger to Stronghurst-Carmen, Spoon
River District, ¾ time, effective Sept. 1. This is
her first time IGRC appointment.
Darla Holden to Danville Farmers Chapel,
Iroquois River District, ¾ time, effective Sept. 1.
This is her first time IGRC appointment.
Connor B. Morrison to Hillsdale, Spoon River
District, ½ time, effective Sept. 1. This is his first
time IGRC appointment.
Lester R. Graham to Kirkwood-Smithshire,
Spoon River District, ½ time, effective Sept. 1.
This is his first time IGRC appointment.
Katherine Newnam to Ina-Waltonville,
Kaskaskia River District, ¼ time, effective Sept.
1. This is her first time IGRC appointment.
Aletha Weatherall to Fountain of Life UMC,
Sangamon River District, ½ time, effective Sept.
1. This is her first time IGRC appointment.

Change of Status
Haley Hausman, provisional elder to
Transitional Leave, effective Sept. 1.

The special “Called Session” of General
Conference is rapidly approaching. It will
be a major event in the life of The United
Methodist Church. The decisions that will be
made by this legislative body could have an
effect that will impact our denomination for
years to come.
Issues of human sexuality have been
near the forefront of our denomination for
more than 40 years. The last 24 years, we have
been so focused on matters pertaining to human sexuality that we have had little time or
energy to devote our attention to other more
crucial matters. A survey, conducted by the
United Methodist News Service, just prior to
the 2016 General Conference, did not even
list issues of human sexuality among the top
five concerns of delegates attending the 2016
General Conference.
Yet, few folks could tell you any significant legislative items that were addressed
at this Conference. Most delegates left the
conference pointing toward the formation of
a specific Commission that was authorized to
study and address issues of human sexuality
and to bring recommendation to a special
called session in 2019. Now it seems that the
entire denomination is anxiously waiting to
see what will happen.
As an episcopal leader and as resident
Bishop of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference I have tried to maintain a “non-anxious
presence.” One of the ways that I have done
this is to point out the fact that regardless of
the decisions that will be made at the Called
Session, we still are charged with the task
of making disciples for Jesus Christ. Our
current track record among all three groups;
progressives, centrists, and traditionalist is
not one of success. We are not reaching folks
with the Good News of the gospel, and we
are dying on the vine.
Delegates will be coming from all over
the globe to deal with the church’s position
on homosexuality and to determine our ministry policies toward the LGBTQ community.
Many are saying that “The world will be
watching us.” I do believe some attention will
be paid to this event by a select few, but much

DEATHS CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
Irene Pierce, surviving spouse of Rev. Frank Pierce who
passed away in 2011, died Sept. 16 in Odin. She was 91.
A full obituary can be found at http://bluefuneralhome.
com/2018/irene-pierce/
Condolences may be sent to daughter, Patricia Uchitjil, at 5911
Seven Hills Rd., Odin IL 62870.
Retired pastor Andrew C. Procell died
Sept. 7. He was 92.
Rev. Procell's ministry began in the
Southern Indiana Conference in 1960. He
came to Illnois in 1966 and served the
Stewardson and Mode UMC's for 22 years
until his retirement in 1988.
Expressions of sympathy be sent to his wife, Betty Procell, 510
W. Main St., Stewardson, IL 62463-1006.

of the “world” will continue with business as
usual, having little to no concern regarding
anything that will be decided. Many of those
watching will only do so looking for the
sensational or the bizarre to blast across the
airwaves or inundate the avenues of social
media in an attempt to discredit Christianity
as beings less than relevant.
Christians are always called to represent and reflect Jesus Christ in the best way
possible. How we act with and toward one
another in St. Louis is far more important, in
my opinion, than any decision or outcome.
I do not fear the demise of the CHURCH
because the CHURCH (not any particular
denomination) is of God and will endure
until the end of time. I do not fear the end of
The United Methodist church. We have faced
schism, division, and separation throughout
our history. We will weather this current
crisis.
My fear is that we will cause harm to
one another and to our corporate witness for
Jesus by acting other than Christian toward
each other. I am not alone in this concern.
At a recent gathering of delegates from across
our jurisdictional region, similar concerns
regarding our positive witness were raised. I
join those delegates, in an attempt to live out
Paul’s admonition in Ephesians 4: 2-6, to affirm my desire for “hearts of peace” to anchor
the following values that we will operate
under at this Called Session.
In affirmation of the values expressed in
this passage:
• We will have a heart of peace toward
one another and will avoid objectifying
or demonizing those with whom we
disagree.
• We will come to General Conference in
a spirit of discernment, trusting that if
we allow the Holy Spirit to move, God
will show us the way.
• We will be good stewards of our time
and resist delaying our discernment
process by excessive focus on the rules.
We will honor the work of the Commission on the General Conference and the
design of the called special session by
working within the existing rules.
• We will work for the betterment of The
United Methodist Church and the realization of its mission, especially as that
mission is expressed in the ministries of
local churches and of other connectional
structures.

• We will honor the
work of the COWF
because we believe
that the years of
relationship building, and discernment given to the
Commission was a
gift that we cannot
replicate in the four
days of the called
session.
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• And, we will honor the leadership and
discernment of our Council of Bishops
in the recognition that the delegates of
General Conference 2016 specifically
asked our bishops to lead.
Each delegate will have the freedom to
vote according to their own convictions. My
hope is that how we live with each other in
the midst of our differences and preferences
will reflect the love of Jesus present among us
as we offer grace and space in the unity of the
Spirit with hearts geared towards peace.
God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

Bishop Beard’s
Preaching Schedule
For more information on how to extend an invitation to
Bishop Beard to visit your church, visit: https://www.
igrc.org/bishop-invite
OCTOBER SCHEDULE

Oct. 7 – 10:30 a.m. worship service.West Salem Trinity
UMC, Kaskaskia River District
Oct. 10 – 7 p.m. revival service, Mt. Carmel Evangelical
UMC, Kaskaskia River District
Oct. 11 – 7 p.m. revival service, Olney First UMC,
Kaskaskia River District
Oct. 13 – 7 p.m. revival service, Mt. Vernon Wesley
UMC, Kaskaskia River District
Oct. 14 – 10 a.m. worship service, Fairfield First UMC,
Kaskaskia River District
Oct. 14 – 7 p.m. revival service, Centralia Cornerstone
UMC, Kaskaskia River District
Oct. 21 – Peter Cartwright Annual Memorial Service,
Pleasant Plains Peter Cartwright UMC,
Sangamon River District
NOVEMBER SCHEDULE

Nov. 18 – 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship services,
Chatham UMC, Sangamon River District
DECEMBER SCHEDULE

Dec. 16 – 9 and 10:30 a.m. worship services, Quest
Church: A Community of Grace, Iroquois River
District

Retired pastor the Rev. Dr. Robert W.
Smith died Aug. 30 in Bourbonnais. He
was 75.
Smith served churches in the former
Southern Illinois and later, the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference, retiring in 2008
from Havana First UMC
A complete obituary can be viewed at: https://www.
daily-journal.com/obituaries/the-rev-dr-robert-smith/
article_b88d0864-ad47-11e8-b106-638d70c93514.
html. Condolences may be posted to the family at: http://
www.schrefflerfuneralhomes.com.
You may also send expressions of sympathy to Janet Smith,
230 Curwick Dr., Bourbonnais, IL. 60914-1455.
Photo courtesy of Rev. Mark Smith

Bishop Frank Beard visits with residents of Clinton Manor in Trenton following Trenton
First UMC’s Consecration Sunday Aug. 26. The nursing home residents attend the
church regularly.

OCTOBER 2018

Bishop Frank Beard

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace. There is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one
hope when you were called; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in
all.” Ephesians 4:2-6 NIV.
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Announcements & Events

Chaplain-Supervisor
Alton Memorial Hospital is currently seeking applicants
to fill the position of Chaplain-Supervisor. To apply go
to www.altonmemorialhospital.org, scroll to bottom of
the screen, under Careers select “apply online.”

OCTOBER 2018

Errata in 2018
Yearbook

SPRINGFIELD – In
recording the action
of the 2018 Annual
Conference in regard to
Housing Allowance for Retired and Disabled
Clergy (Legislative Item 115), an error has been
discovered in the recently-printed JournalYearbook.

2

The Resolution states that it applies to year
2018. It should be "2019."
The resolution is always approved a year in
advance, since IRS rules require the resolution
to be in place PRIOR to clergy being able to
exclude housing expenses.
Clergy making this claim to the IRS should
maintain a copy of Legislative Item 115, found
on pages 115 and 116 of the 2018 JournalYearbook and attach a copy of this errata to
that resolution.

Bishop Beard to host General
Conference briefings

Bishop Frank J. Beard has announced he will
host meetings throughout the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference discussing the three plans
which have been offered as plans for A Way
Forward with regard to the issues of human
sexuality and unity.
The following six sites have been confirmed:
Sunday, Nov. 11 – Edwardsville St. Johns UMC, 4
to 6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 12 – Jacksonville Grace UMC, 4 to
6 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 15 – Marion First UMC, 7 to 9 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 17 – Chatsworth UMC, 10 a.m. to
noon
Sunday, Nov. 18 – Peoria First UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 19 – Arthur UMC, 6 to 8 p.m.

Homepage. Click on the appropriate District
from a dropdown menu. Select the appropriate
church from a second drop-down menu and
then enter the six-digit GCFA code as your
password. Once on the Church Portal Page,
select 2018 Charge Conference Forms, which
will provide links to all of the forms.
A training video has been posted on the IGRC
website at: https://vimeo.com/288732098
Please contact your District Offices with any
questions.

UMW Annual Meeting

NORMAL – The IGRC United Methodist
Women' s 22nd Annual Meeting Celebration
will be held on Oct. 6 at Normal First UMC.
The theme is Participating in God's Mission: A
Gift and a Responsibility.
Rev. Keith Zimmerman will speak about "Our
Conference, Our Kids," the campaign to endow
the spiritual life programs of the five children
and youth agencies in the IGRC – Spero,
Baby Fold, Cunningham Children's Home,
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and
Chaddock..
Fellowship begins at 9 a.m. followed by the
program, which will run from 9:40 a.m to 3 p.m.
Registration fee of $20 includes lunch; and
should be sent to: Louella Christensen, 200 E.
Wurl Ln. Altamont, IL, 62411-1754.

Rutland, Moore keynote speakers
for Covenant Keepers 2019
O’FALLON – Bishop Frank J. Beard has
announced that Dr. Mark Rutland and Dr.
Joy Moore will be the keynote speakers for
Covenant Keepers 2019 which will be Jan.
28-29 at the Regency Convention Center in
O'Fallon.

Online registration will begin on or around
Nov. 1. Watch for further announcements as
the date nears.

If you are planning to attend one of the General
Conference briefing sessions, Bishop Beard is
asking that you register in advance as a courtesy
to our venue host. We are wanting to have
adequate seating for those wanting to attend.
Registration for any of the six events can be
found at: www.igrc.org/gc2019briefings

Charge conference forms available
on Church Portal page
SPRINGFIELD – The forms for the 2018
Charge Conferences are now available through
the Church Portal page on the IGRC website.
Churches can access them by clicking on
the Church Portal Page link on the IGRC

RUTLAND

Rutland of Atlanta, Ga. is a
pastor, speaker, and New York
Times bestselling author and
columnist for Ministry Today
magazine. He is president of
both the National Institute
of Christian Leadership and
Global Servants. Rutland also
serves on the preaching team
at Jentezen Franklin's Free
Chapel Church. His radio
program is the number one
Christian teaching broadcast
in Atlanta.

MOORE
A native of Chicago, Moore is
associate professor of homiletics and Christian

Engaging in Ministry with the Community
and Those in Poverty
Presenter-Pastor Jeff Newton, Executive Director
of Kokomo Urban Outreach
9:00 a.m. to Noon, Saturday, October 27, 2018
Cost of $10 (includes brunch)
Register by email or phone 618-842-2129

or fairfieldfirstumc@gmail.com

Finding the best way for your congregation to work with families in poverty
is challenging. Pastor Newton’s seminar will help your church understand the
culture of poverty, ways to help without hurting and practical ways for any
size church to be missional.

Fairfield First United Methodist Church
109 S. 1st St., Fairfield • 618-842-2129

ministry at Indiana Wesleyan University. Joining
the IWU staff in 2017, Moore, previously was
at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
Calif. She is an ordained Elder in the Michigan
Conference of The United Methodist Church.
While at Fuller, she served as an assistant
professor of preaching and was the founding
associate dean of the William E. Pannell Center
for African American Church Studies. Prior
to that, Moore served as associate dean for
Black Church Studies and Church Relations at
Duke University, where she also was a visiting
professor of preaching.

Preachers’ Aid Society
pre-retirement seminar

SPRINGFIELD – Clergy and spouses who
are within 10 years of retirement are invited
to attend a Pre-Retirement Seminar hosted
by Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund
Oct. 10-11 at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel and
Conference Center.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
preretirement2018 For more information,
contact Carol Sims at csims@igrc.org or by
calling 217-529-3215.
Topics will include: UM pension plan, health
insurance, taxes in retirement, Medicare/Medicaid,
adjusting to retirement, housing options, identity
changes, relationship with spouse, boundaries as
retired clergy, relationship with the conference,
rest and relaxation, and wills and estate planning,

Curious.Church conference

• Carrie Newcomer, a popular Christian
musician
CEF is a professional association for people in
faith formation roles, whether as volunteers or
as full-time. Most of the members are United
Methodist. CEF originally started at the General
Board of Discipleship to connect people in
Christian education positions, and our core
audience continues to be people like Christian
educators, children’s ministers, and Directors of
Discipleship.

Current Issues facing
today's youth

SPRINGFIELD – The Gateway Foundation,
in cooperation with Illinois Church Action
(ILCAAAP), are hosting a free seminar to
discuss some of the biggest issues currently
facing today’s youth presented by experts in
the field.
The seminar will be Wednesday, Oct. 10, from
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Scheels' second floor
meeting room, 3801 S. MacArthur Blvd. in
Springfield. Lunch will be provided.
A variety of topics will be discussed including:
•
•
•
•

Current teen drug trends
Legislation updates on marijuana
The latest on gambling
Legal aspects facing teens

In, addition, hear testimonies from teens taking
the first step toward lifelong recovery and the
challenges they have had to overcome.

Christians Engaged in Faith Formation (CEF) will
hold its bi-annual conference, Curious.Church,
Oct. 9-12 in Des Moines, Iowa at the Marriott
Downtown Hotel. In addition to nearly 100
workshops, the conference will feature:

For more information, contact Deborah Kuhns
by email at dkkuhns@gatewayfoundation.org,
or call 217-281-1540.

• Brian McLaren, a popular author and speaker
• John Roberto, one of the foremost experts
on intergenerational faith formation
• Mary Scifres, a worship and leadership
author, speaker, teacher and coach
• Three United Methodist Bishops – Bishop
Haller (Iowa), Bishop Fierro Harvey
(Louisiana), and Bishop Smith Malone (East
Ohio)

MT. VERNON – The Kaskaskia River District
will be hosting a District Revival this fall called
“Kick-Off of Faith.”

Bishop Beard preaching
District revival in October

• Wednesday, Oct. 10 – Mt. Carmel Evangelical
UMC
• Thursday, Oct. 11 – Olney First UMC
• Saturday, Oct. 13 – Mt. Vernon Wesley UMC

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Bishop issues challenge to the conference

John Wesley is often quoted as
saying, “Do all the good you can. By all
the means you can. In all the ways you
can. In all the places you can. At all the
times you can. To all the people you can.
As long as ever you can.”
That, my friends, is the “spirit of
Methodism!” United Methodist are
gracious, caring and giving people. We
support a variety of ministries that touch
lives and offer support and help to an
assortment of needs. Our commitment
to generosity is one of the strengths of
our denomination.
Allow me to issue a challenge to
each of the IGRC churches: I invite you
to host a special Sunday between now
and the end of the year dedicated to
helping community ministries. You pick
the Sunday, you choose the project, you
collect and distribute what is gathered.
Some of you will want to collect can
goods to help stock a food pantry, some
will want to collect blankets to be used
by first responders, some will choose
to collect back packs, and others will
want to gather items that can be used to

comfort someone that is grieving or sick.
Of course, you can always bring items
and funds for the OCOK campaign. The
list of possibilities is endless.
If you are accepting the Bishop’s
Challenge, take a photograph of what
you are doing and information what
your result was. The Current will be
publishing these challenge photos is
the January 2019 issue of The Current.
Deadline for submission to The Current
is Thursday, Dec. 13.
My suggestion is to advertise what
you are doing, set a realistic goal, invite
folks to bring their items to worship,
bless and consecrate the items on the
altar and then distribute them to the
places that have been selected.
I look forward to hearing that your
church took the challenge. If you need
ideas just call the Midwest Distribution
Center. There are many ways to let folks
know that we care.
Generosity is contagious, let’s start
an epidemic!
Bishop Beard
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Christian Conversations

The theology behind disaster relief, recovery
BY REV. THOMAS KEMPER

Concern for those in distress after a calamity
is rooted in both the Old and New testaments. As
Rabbi Myrna Matsa observes: “The people of God
accept in perpetuity the message of Leviticus 19:2:
‘You shall be holy because I the Lord your God am
holy’ and holiness means to nurture the earth, care
for humanity, and leave the
world in a better condition
than the way we found it.”
(Jewish Theology of Disaster
Response and Recovery)
Jesus was steeped in the
Jewish tradition of holiness
and instructed in the care
of humanity. Matthew 25
spells out the obligation
Jesus’ followers have for those
who are hungry, thirsty, sick,
unclothed, or in prison. In
the Great Commandment,
Jesus tells us to love and
care for our neighbors as
we care for ourselves — an
admonition also from the
Old Testament — and in
Galatians 5:14, the Apostle
Paul uses “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself ” to sum
up the whole of religious law.
Acts 11 tells the story
of what may have been the
first Christian collection for
disaster survivors. When the church in Antioch
learned that fellow believers in Judea faced famine,
“the disciples determined that according to their
ability, each would send relief to the believers
living in Judea” (Acts 11:29). In the story of the
Good Samaritan in Luke 10, Jesus broadens the
definition of a “neighbor,” cutting across ethnic and
religious boundaries for the sake of human service
and dignity.

OUR WESLEYAN HERITAGE

Our Methodist heritage, stemming from
John Wesley’s ministry in 18th century England,

includes a strong concern for people in jeopardy
because of human-caused or natural calamities.
Wesley saw some of the results of rapid
industrialization as disastrous. He railed against
factories’ pollution of the air, water, and soil, and
he started small enterprise programs to rescue at
least some women and children from the mills.
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Wesley’s ministry extended to those sick from
all causes, including industrial contamination.
Medicine was not highly developed in his time.
Germs and microbes had not been identified,
and existing health services were largely limited
to the wealthy. Despite the many demands on his
time, Wesley compiled the best available medical
information, including home remedies, in a book
titled Primitive Physick. Every Methodist preacher
making rounds on horseback in England was
expected to carry this handbook in his saddlebag.

THEOLOGY DISASTER RELIEF CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

4 clues for inviting others to church effectively
BY DOUG POWE

Many of us have been in conversations about
inviting new people to our congregation and
somebody always says, “Everybody I know
already goes to church,” which takes them off
the hook for inviting new people. Statistically
speaking, the range of weekly church attendance
is highest for the Silent Generation (51%) and lowest for
older millennials (27%). Based on these statistics from the Pew
Research Center, even for someone belonging to the Silent
Generation, it’s likely that only half the people they know attend
church.
Inviting others to anything is a scary proposition. The goal is an
invitation that leaves space for others to say yes and that doesn’t
paint an overly negative or rosy picture.
The challenge is we really do not like inviting individuals
to church. The fear of rejection is one of the main reasons.
Understandably most of us do not enjoy rejection at any level.
Yet, if we are serious about sharing God’s transforming love, then
inviting others to a place where that can happen is important.

Clues for Inviting Others
1. The invitation should be about a genuine connection
and not staged. It is best to invite individuals to an event that
has bearing on their life or appeals to their interests. It comes
across as a genuine connection and not something staged that
comes out of left field. I might say, for instance, “I have an extra

ticket to hear that new group you like on Friday at 7. I would love
for you to come with me.” The connection is authentic because
they have an interest in the group. If we translate this to inviting
someone to church, then we share with them how the new
sermon series on addictions may be helpful as they deal with a
child in rehabilitation. The point is the invitation comes across as
thoughtful and something that connects with the other person.
2. Be specific. Often, when we do invite, our invitations
are very general. If I say to someone, “come to dinner at my
house on Sunday,” it leaves out important information, like the
time of dinner and where I live. A better dinner invitation is
“come over at 5 p.m. on Sunday and my address is 123 Main
Street, which I will text you so you can Google directions.” The
same principle applies to church. Simply saying, “Why don’t you
come to my church on Sunday,” is not as specific as “I would love
for you to come to Main Street Congregation at 10 a.m. Our
address is 123 Main Street, and I will meet you in the parking lot.”
Be specific!
3. Be honest about what we know and do not know.
Another reason many of us do not invite is that we are afraid
someone may ask us questions to which we do not know the
answer, such as, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” It
is okay if we do not have all the answers. In many cases others
are relieved that we do not know everything. This communicates
to others that you are not trying to sell them a bill of goods. We
all have been in situations where a salesperson was willing to
tell us anything to get us to buy the product. To exaggerate the

point, imagine a salesperson saying you need this vacuum cleaner
(that works well on shag carpet) when they know you only have
hardwood floors in the house. This would leave a bad taste in
your mouth. Honesty goes a long way and individuals respect
those who are upfront with them.
4. It is important to invite with expectant hope. Do not
invite with a defeatist attitude. There are times when we so
underplay the invitation it comes across as if we really do not
want the other person to come. For instance, a friend saying, “My
family reunion is on Saturday. It probably won’t be fun, but you
might want to come if you have absolutely nothing else to do.”
This is not a compelling invite! But it’s equally important not to
go to the opposite extreme and be overly effusive. The goal is an
invitation that leaves space for others to say yes without painting
an overly negative or rosy picture.
Inviting others to anything is a scary proposition. This is especially
true for church because of the personal nature of faith. I believe
it is helpful to make a genuine connection, be specific, be honest
and avoid shading the picture too bleakly or too rosily. Ultimately,
we are inviting others to experience a transforming relationship
with God.
(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 20, 2017 issue of Leading
Ideas, the publication of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership at
Wesley Theological Seminary where Powe is Director of the Lewis
Center and is the E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism, www.
churchleadership.org)
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“Churches Shelve Theology for Disaster Relief
Efforts” ran the headline of a Tennessee newspaper
reporting on a devastating 2010 flood. The article
focused on how churches with different ways of
thinking were working together in response to the
urgent needs of flood victims.
Yet the headline also suggested that theology
was absent from this disaster response. In reality,
the opposite is true. As United Methodists and as
Christians, we do not “put our theology on the
shelf ” to respond to disasters. We put our theology
to work!
Identifying with and assisting individuals
and communities affected by disasters are ways
we follow Jesus Christ — whether those disasters
are naturally or humanly generated. The mission
theology statement of the United Methodist
Board of Global Ministries makes this point clear:
In God’s mission, “Jesus poured himself out in
servanthood for all humanity” and “the church
experiences and engages in God’s mission as it
pours itself out for others.”
This understanding of God’s mission
highlights the spirit of disaster relief response
necessary for post-disaster restoration. For that
reason, the United Methodist Committee on Relief
is a natural part of our denomination’s mission
agency. We follow and find Christ in disaster
situations.
“God’s light shines in every corner of the
earth,” proclaims Global Ministries’ mission
theology statement. “There are no places where
God’s grace has not always been present.”
Many United Methodists take part in
UMCOR’s disaster relief ministries through
offerings made during UMCOR’s One Great Hour
of Sharing or by contributing funds through
emergency channels of The Advance. A small yet
significant number of church members volunteer
for cleanup and rebuilding after hurricanes,
tornadoes, floods, or sometimes even armed
combat. Whatever form it takes, Christian
humanitarian relief is a deep affirmation of
theological conviction.

BIBLICAL ROOTS

the current |

Local Church News

OCTOBER 2018

Danville St. James UMC
RENOVATION PROJECT ‘A GREAT JOY’
4

BY MARY WICOFF
Danville Commercial-News

DANVILLE – With a major renovation project
nearly finished at St. James United Methodist Church,
the Rev. Randy Robinson said, “We’re all smiles.”
The $2.3 million project included an entirely new
entrance with a portico, a spacious commons area

with a coffee bar, an elevator, removal of a halffloor, new offices and restrooms, and installation
of air conditioning — all to make the church more
accessible and welcoming.

service in the gymnasium; a half-hour Sunday morning
service in the chapel; and the sanctuary.

Also, the Sunday school classrooms upstairs were
refurbished with new carpet and paint. The old
fireplace in the office meeting room has been
brought down to the commons, and is working again.

New associate pastor Greg Boylan is conducting
small group meetings to get members’ input and
ideas. Twelve meetings will be held, and a vision team
will be formed.

This was the first architectural change in the church,
which was built in 1926-27 by renowned architect
Harvey Skadden.
Groundbreaking took place April 30, 2017, and the
first official Sunday service in the new space was this
year on June 17.
Robinson, lead pastor, said usually a church loses
membership during a building project. But, he added,
“We have lost no one. It’s been virtually conflict-free.
It’s miraculous.”
Even the skeptical members are on board, he said.
In the past, Robinson has said that he never wanted
to lead a church during such upheaval.
“God has a sense of humor,” he said with a smile.
“Here I am helping to lead St. James through a
building project. It’s been a great joy.”

Photo courtesy of Danville St. James UMC

The new Wesley Commons area at St. James United Methodist Church is
a comfortable gathering place between services.

During the renovation, the organ in the sanctuary
was taken apart and stored so that no dust from the
construction could damage it. That organ is back in
service and will be played during the open house.
Also, during the open house, people will see where
the three services are conducted: contemporary

Now that Phase 1 is finished, except for some details,
the congregation will begin thinking about Phase 2.

“We’ll be asking questions about the church,”
Robinson said. “It’s a time to listen to ideas of the
people.”
Some ideas so far include: installing a commercial
kitchen, determining a permanent space for the
contemporary service, deciding what to do with
unused space and looking for ways to improve the
food ministry, which serves 400 families (1,500
individuals) a month.
“We’re listening to the voice of God,” Robinson said.
He also said that nine outside groups use St. James
facilities, such as the Lions Club, Danville Barbershop
Chorus, Vermilion Festival Chorus, DLO children’s
shows and others.
“The congregation is proud that other community
groups want to use our space,” he said.
Robinson and the congregation are looking forward
to the next renovation phase.
“God’s not finished with us,” he said. “What’s in store?
What does God have in mind?”

(Reprinted with permission from the Aug. 19 issue of the
Danville Commercial-News, www.commercial-news.com)

Conversion of former Springfield First downtown location moving along
BY BRENDEN MOORE
Springfield State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD – The
long-awaited conversion of a
former downtown church to
apartments, office and retail
space could be complete
by late spring to early
summer, according to project
stakeholders.
The $8.4 million project –
converting the former First United Methodist Church,
501 E. Capitol Ave., to 11,000 square feet of office and
retail space and 25 apartments, was first announced in
2016.
While leading The State Journal-Register on a
tour of the still-to-be-finished building interior last
week, Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce CEO
Chris Hembrough voiced optimism the project will be
complete within the next year.
While signs of progress have been limited from
the outside, significant progress on construction has
been made inside the building. Interior wall framing
has started to go up in the apartment area, and work
will begin soon in the office space to be occupied by the
chamber.
This is progress from late last year, when work
began to stabilize the building’s deteriorating structure,
including the repairing of its roof. The church has been
vacant since 2008.
“When we were starting to work on this thing,
just trying to get this project going, you couldn’t walk
through here without your feet getting soaking wet,”
Hembrough said. “I mean everything was leaking.”

But all was dry this week as
construction moved forward.
The chamber joined forces
with The Springfield Project
and, later, the Economic Growth
Corporation of Rock Island to
make the project happen. The
latter group, according to CEO
Brian Hollenback, specializes
in residential and community
development projects in historic

districts.
“The last thing we want to be is a developerowner,” Hembrough said. “We said if we have to be
that developer of last resort, with somebody who’s
got experience, we’re willing. We prefer not, but we’re
willing. And we found somebody who has done a lot of
these adaptive reuse projects around the state.”
Now dubbed “Centre @ 501,” the project is
considered a prime opportunity to jumpstart downtown
development given its location at Fifth Street and Capitol
Avenue.
“The housing study a number of years ago really
revealed the need for additional downtown residential
units,” Hembrough said. “Obviously, this was a beautiful,
historic building that was sitting here empty and falling
apart. And we believe in a pretty strategic location
downtown right down the street from the Capitol, cattycorner kind of from the Governor’s Mansion (and the
YWCA block), a prime piece of real estate that’s going to
get redeveloped in some form or fashion.”
“If there’s a project like this that has the potential to
be a catalyst for revitalization in downtown, we felt like,
location-wise, this was it,” he said.

A majority of the office and retail space will be used
as a new headquarters for the GSCC, who will move
from its current 1011 S. Second St. location. About 4,000
square feet of the remaining retail space will be leased
out.
The apartments will be located in the former
education wing of the church. Sixteen will be onebedroom units, and nine will have two bedrooms, with
rent ranging from $780 to $1,150 per month.
Hembrough said project developers used “all sorts
of tools to make this thing work,” including historic
tax credits, new market tax credits, state donation tax
credits, $985,000 in tax increment financing from the
city of Springfield and taking on about $4.4 million in
borrowing.
What is noticeable throughout the building, in
addition to the progress made on construction, was
how much remains the same. Features like the marble
steps on the staircases, wood paneling, stained glass
near the former worship space and even a bulletin board
advertising Bible study times remain.
Given the historic nature of the building, many of
the features had to remain to qualify for the tax credits.
It also explains the lack of changes to the exterior of the
building.
But the exterior will look slightly different when all
is said and done. A front entrance for the space occupied
by the GSCC will be carved out at Fifth and Capitol,
opening up a previously closed-off corner.
Economic Growth Corporation, after purchasing
the property for $150,000 last year, is acting as developer
and property manager. O’Shea Builders is the general
contractor and Evan Lloyd Architects serves as architect.

SPRINGFIELD FIRST CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Rossville UMC celebrates 150th anniversary
ROSSVILLE – The Rossville United
Methodist Church observed its 150th year with a
celebration Sept. 30 with worship services at 9 a.m.
and a dinner at noon followed by a celebration at
1:30 p.m.
Rossville’s Methodists had been meeting and
worshipping for several years by traveling circuit
rider preachers when they raised the idea of
building a Methodist Church in the little village of
Rossville.
In 1868, the first year they had their own
minister, John A. Kumler, they held services in
the newly completed school house after they
overflowed the Gilbert home and the Henderson
building. They began construction on a new
church in 1869.
The first fine brick church was dedicated July
17, 1870. This church was later enlarged around
1890.
Newspaper articles from the time state that
there were many revivals held at the church and
by the end of 870, there were 81 members in the
congregation.
The congregation eventually outgrew this
church and the congregation’s current church
was dedicated Feb. 28, 1904. The old church was
removed and bricks were sold to Charles Umbarger
and S.M. Postlewait and were used to build homes
on South Chicago Street and West Attica Street.
While the new church was being constructed,
members of the congregation met in the upstairs
of the Henderson building at 106 S. Chicago St. in
Rossville.
The stained glass windows in the church were
gifts from the Livengood, Mason and Stufflebeam
families.
Congregation members John and Mildred
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Cadle are credited with recording much of the
early history of Rossville and the Methodist
Church in Rossville.
Many improvements have been made through
the years. To serve the growing membership and
growing activities, a new addition was built and
dedicated May 14, 1949 named the “Fellowship
Hall.” The latest addition was built in 2002 and
included a new drive-up back entrance, new
restrooms and handicapped-accessible entrance to
the main level of the church.
The building’s beautiful stained glass windows
have been carefully preserved and the Sanctuary,
Fellowship Hall, kitchen and Wesley Room have
been remodeled as needed. A new projector and
sound system have been added to the sanctuary
and television and sound systems were added to
the Fellowship Hall.

A longstanding feature of the church is the
pipe organ, which was installed in 1915, is still in
use with some changes. Piano and modern musical
instruments have also been incorporated into the
worship services.
The church’s outreach missions include
Mustard Seed Christian Daycare and the Banquet
program, which is presented at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday evenings for a eight-week period in
the spring and fall. The church invites families,
especially those with young children, to attend
classes and supper at the church. The program
is currently underway at the church for the fall
session.
(Reprinted from the Sept. 24 issue of the Hoopeston
Chronicle, http://www.newsbug.info/hoopeston_
chronicle)

New pantry addresses food insecurity among Bloomington-Normal students
BY PAUL SWIECH
Bloomington Pantagraph

NORMAL – Hunger isn't only evident in a homeless
person walking in downtown Bloomington.
It may be that college student hurrying to class in Normal.
That's why First United Methodist Church, in cooperation
with Illinois State University students and staff and Normal
Township, is planning to open the first food pantry in
Bloomington-Normal exclusively for college students.
School Street Food Pantry will open in the church, 211 N.
School St., Normal, east of ISU's Bone Student Center, from
4 to 6 p.m. Sept. 21, said the Rev. Kathy King-Nobles, the
church's co-pastor. The food pantry then will be open from
4 to 6 p.m. each Friday.
The food pantry will be for ISU, Heartland Community

College and Illinois Wesleyan University students in need,
King-Nobles said.

"The students will be asked to show a student ID, but they
will not be asked to demonstrate need," she said. "We
wanted to make it as simple as possible for people. We
know it can be difficult for people to seek help."
The food pantry is a result of a convergence of church
members, Normal Township Supervisor Sarah Grammer
and ISU social work graduate student Jeanna Campbell all
becoming aware of increased food insecurity among college
students.
Food insecurity refers to limited access to nutritious food,
Campbell said. A fall 2017 ISU student government survey
found that more than 60 percent of students responding
knew a fellow student who had experienced food
insecurity, Campbell said.

SPRINGFIELD FIRST CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Though it has not always been easy, Hembrough
said he hopes the development will be “proof of
concept.”
“With the right partners, people and entities
involved, something like this can get done in
Springfield and it can be successful,” he said. “Hopefully
it’ll be a catalyst to move other ones forward.”
Efforts to do something with the empty church
started in 2014, when former Springfield alderman Irv
Smith and Springfield developer Dan Mulcahy formed
a company to purchase the church for $190,000 in

2014, according to county records. The two became
involved in an extended court fight over spending on
the project. A judge ruled in late 2015 that Mulcahy
failed to keep an investment commitment and that
he had misused funds invested by Smith. The judge
appointed a receiver to sell the property.
Last month, project stakeholders recognized Smith
for his early role in the redevelopment effort during a
ceremony at the former church.
(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 24 issue of The
State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Complicating matters for ISU students is there is no
grocery store near campus and neither of the two food
pantries in Normal are near campus, Grammer said.

As Campbell was doing her research, King-Nobles, as
co-pastor of a church beside campus, and Grammer, who
oversees township general assistance, became aware of
more students in need.
If there is such a need, why have so many luxury student
apartments been built near campus in recent years?
"The student body is a complete spectrum of students,"
Grammer said. "We have wealthy students, but we need
to be a community and we need to be a university that
welcomes all students.
"As we build great accommodations for those who can
afford it, we can't forget about the students at the other
end of the spectrum," Grammer said. "I think we can
support them a little bit."
"There are 25,000 college students in BloomingtonNormal," King-Nobles said. "Some can afford fancy
apartments. But the larger number can't afford them. If
you're not living in the dorms and don't have a meal plan
and don't get support from mom and dad, you may have a
need for food."
Food for the pantry will be provided by Midwest Food
Bank, Eastern Illinois Foodbank and from a grant provided
by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United
Methodist Church, King-Nobles said. Students, church
members and community volunteers will staff the pantry.
(Reprinted with permission from the Aug. 15 issue of the
Bloomington Pantagraph, www.pantagraph.com).
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Churchgoers pitch in
amid Florence’s floods

“Knowing that people are
praying for us, I can’t tell
you how much that means.
It’s like someone is throwing
us a life preserver.”

– Steve Taylor, North Carolina Conference

Photo courtesy of Thomas M. Greener

A tree fell on the parsonage of the Rev.
Thomas M. Greener and his wife shortly
after his wife came downstairs for dinner.
No one was injured. The Greeners are
among the thousands of people whose
lives have been upended by Florence’s
wreckage in the Carolinas.

BY HEATHER HAHN

The Rev. Tyler Daniels spent his Sunday not preaching
but rescuing hundreds of people from their flooded homes
in and around Leland, North Carolina.
“We saved a lot of people’s lives,” said the United
Methodist pastor, who also serves as a volunteer firefighter.
But making people whole will take much longer. “Just
seeing the way my community is right now, it’s absolutely
devastated,” Daniels said. “Thousands of people have no
place to go.”
The slow-moving storm also has led to the deaths of
at least 33 people — 26 in North Carolina, six in South
Carolina and one in Virginia.
While the record-breaking rains of Florence have stopped
in much of the eastern Carolinas, waters are still on the rise
and an increasing number of homes, businesses and churches
are underwater. Some rivers won’t crest until Sept. 19.
United Methodists still can’t assess the full damage
wrought by the giant storm that roared ashore as a Category
1 hurricane and has since weakened to a tropical depression.
Many of the areas hit were still recovering from the ravages
of Hurricane Matthew two years ago.
Yet amid this uncertainty, church members have found
ways to help people forced to evacuate and have begun
making long-term plans for relief.
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward of North Carolina Conference
spent her Monday reaching out to leaders across the
conference, which encompasses the eastern part of the state.
“We have strong hope. We also have deep lament,” she
said. “Many of our people have been hurt in the storm. We
are concerned about vulnerable people,
older people, children.”
But she added that United Methodists
in the conference are committed to
helping with the recovery and are grateful
for the aid already extended. The United
Methodist Committee on Relief has
distributed $10,000 emergency grants
to both the North Carolina and South
Carolina conferences at their request.
On firefighter duty since Sept. 12,
Daniels hasn’t yet learned how his
parsonage fared. His wife, pregnant with
their first child, evacuated to Selma, North
Carolina — more than two hours away.
He has spoken to at least 20
members of his congregation, Zion
United Methodist Church, whose homes
sustained flood damage. The church
building itself also took a beating.
“I just tell them that through this,
we’re going to truly find out what church
really is,” he said. “And that is being one
body and working together.”
The Rev. Tom Greener, pastor of Camp Ground United
Methodist Church in Fayetteville, North Carolina, has both
reason to lament and to be grateful.
Not long after his wife came down for dinner Sept. 14, a
tree crashed through the parsonage’s roof and into his wife’s
home office. Both husband and wife and their two dogs were
unharmed.

The Greeners still don’t have power, but they remain in
their house. Neighbors helped the couple remove as much
of the tree as they could and tarp up the missing roof. The
pastor recounted what happened when he gathered with his
congregation Sunday for a brief prayer service.
“I told my congregation I regretted I didn’t know these
neighbors’ names — I do now,” he said. “But they came
and they helped out. It makes you very aware of the good
Samaritan story.”
Julia Royall, youth minister at Ann Street United
Methodist Church in Beaufort, got to see how that kind of
neighborly spirit can multiply. She went to Raleigh to stay
with her sister, and the state capital went through the storm
largely unscathed. But that left Raleigh residents with cases
of water and other emergency items they didn’t need.
The Royall sisters decided to rent a U-Haul truck to
bring whatever bottled water, batteries and nonperishable
food items people in and around Raleigh were willing to
share. The sisters posted their invitation on Facebook and
got many more supplies than they expected, completely
filling the truck.
The two planned to deliver the supplies Monday to
Ann Street United Methodist Church, which sustained only
minor damage and plans to be a hub for relief operations.
Beaufort is the most populous city near the isolated
communities known collectively as Down East. The area is
only reachable by ferry even during normal times.
“I have only lived in Beaufort a year, but the way people
just accepted me and brought me into their community, they
immediately treated me as their own,” Julia Royall said. “This
is the very least I can do.” She and her sister posted a video
on Facebook singing their gratitude to the tune of Taylor
Swift’s “Shake It Off.”
Matt Brodie, disaster response coordinator in the South
Carolina Conference, said the work of assessing damage
continues.
As the storm was bearing down, South Carolina
Conference’s Bishop L. Jonathan Holston said he is thankful
for the connectional nature of our church.
“While the storm was still at sea, your annual
conference Disaster Response Team, in partnership with the
United Methodist Committee on Relief, began making plans
to respond after the storm to bring tangible support and a
spirit of hope to the communities affected by the storm,” he
said in a statement.
Eventually, both the North Carolina and South Carolina
conferences will need volunteer teams to help with mucking
out homes and with long-term recovery. But for now, leaders
in both conferences ask for people to financially support
UMCOR and conference relief efforts, prepare relief kits and
most importantly, pray.
Steve Taylor, a home missioner and director of
connectional ministries in the North Carolina Conference,
lives in hard-hit Lumberton, which still hadn’t fully
recovered from Matthew when Florence inundated the city.
“Knowing that people are praying for us, I can’t tell you
how much that means,” Taylor said. “It’s like someone is
throwing us a life preserver.”
(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist
News Service).
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BY GLADYS MANGIDUYOS

CABANATUAN CITY, Philippines (UMNS) –
United Methodists were picking up the pieces and
preparing to assist others after the super Typhoon
Mangkhut struck the northern part of the Philippines.
The full extent of the damage from Mangkhut is yet
to be determined, but 54 people had been declared
dead and another 49 were still missing Sept. 17
after the typhoon triggered a massive mudslide
that destroyed hundreds of homes, according to
CNN. Philippines officials say Cagayan is one of the
provinces worst affected by the storm.
United Methodist Bishop Rodolfo A. Juan, the Davao
Area bishop, hails from Baggao in that province,
where Mangkhut made its landfall on Sept. 15.
"Baggao, my ‘Bethlehem,’ was severely damaged by
super Typhoon Ompong (local name for Mangkhut),”
he said, reporting damage to sanctuaries and
parsonages, as well as his own house. “Thank God,
our UMC members and my family are safe. Indeed,
God is our refuge and strength."
After the typhoon, Bishop Pedro M. Torio Jr. of
the Baguio Episcopal Area made a call to all the
subscribers of an area radio ministry and to the
entire United Methodist connection to contact those
willing to help the area’s disaster risk reduction and
management team.
While the district superintendents there generally
did not report casualties, the bishop said “many
are affected” by the destruction. He also noted
that "assistance will be sent through the district
superintendents and we enjoin you to send more
help."
Manila Area Bishop Ciriaco Francisco called for
prayers via Facebook the day following the super
typhoon.
"As we gather to worship this morning, let us
remember our sisters and brothers who are suffering
because of Typhoon Ompong. Pray for them, share
to them. Jesus said, "What you have done to the
least of my brethren, you have done it unto me."
(Matthew 25:40)
Some United Methodist families in those areas hit
by the typhoon have accommodated evacuees in
their homes, including the family of Olive Beltran, a
deaconess who lives in the Isabela province.
On Sept. 17, a team from the Metropolitan
District of the Middle Philippines, including clergy
and members of United Methodist Men, went to
northern part of Aurora to provide assistance, said
Lucille Grace Hilario, a lay leader.
The Rev. Rodel Acdal, president of the John Wesley
College, lamented the magnitude of the devastation.
He said that people had taken the necessary
preparedness steps to avoid whatever happened in
the previous super typhoon, but the new cyclone
was very powerful — ripping off roofs, uprooting
trees and dismantling power lines.
"United Methodists were among those who did
panic buying because grocery stores before were
closed for so long,” he wrote on Facebook. “They
harvested their corn and rice earlier than the due
time, they pruned the trees, they made their roofs

and houses firmly tied and anchored.”

Mildred Abella, a United Methodist laywoman,
said that the building attached to their church was
destroyed by the typhoon. "It's the building attached
to our church where we hold Sunday School for
children and Bible study for our youth. Our church is
the only United Methodist Church in Iguig, Cagayan."

National Council of Churches in the Philippines.
By taking part in such coordinated efforts, he said,
United Methodists are starting to be recognized as
humanitarian partners.
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(Mangiduyos is a United Methodist News Service
correspondent based in the Philippines).

The Rev. Noel Paul Erana, Baguio area disaster
management coordinator, said a recent training on
disaster risk reduction could not have been more
timely.

Sunday School and Bible study rooms of
the United Methodist Church building in
San Esteban, Iguig, Cagayan, Philippines
following Typhoon Mangkhut.

"The Baguio area disaster risk reduction and
management program was introduced Sept.10 to
13,” he explained. Twenty-nine participants from
eight districts of Central Luzon and Tarlac Philippines
attended.
"Being trained and equipped for disaster
preparedness was a great start as we come to terms
with this massive damage," Erana said.
Rommuel “Dojoe” Flores, the Manila area disaster
management coordinator, said they are indeed
grateful that local disaster risk reduction efforts have
been strengthened after such trainings.
"There is a shift on preparedness and mitigation, at
least at the framework level, and no longer just a
focus on emergency response," Flores explained.
The United Methodist Church in the Philippines
has joined the National Forum on Humanitarian
Action and Sustainable Development through the

Photo courtesy of Mildred Abella

Hurricane Florence: here’s how you can help
As the flood waters from hurricane Florence recede,
many are asking how they might be helpful. The following
suggestions come directly from the two United Methodist
Bishops assigned to the Carolina Conferences.
The Bishops are requesting prayers and flood buckets.
Please refrain from collecting or sending anything to the
Carolina region until instructed to do so. If you want to
collect funds for UMCOR or assist locally with materials for
flood buckets that would be very much appreciated.
We celebrate that God is indeed with us and is clearly
visible in the display of generosity and energy expressed
through the United Methodist Church. I am overwhelmed
at the generosity of the folks in our Conference. The IGRC
laity and clergy are the most generous folks I have ever been
associated with. I thank God for our shared ministry.
As people of faith, we continue to trust God’s love will
triumph in the midst of anxiety, fear, loss and destruction.
Thanks for your willingness to give and to offer yourselves in
ministry and service.
God Bless
Bishop Frank J. Beard
Hurricane Florence damage is widespread and
assessment has begun. Not all areas may be reached at this
time. Recovery will be a long process and volunteer teams
will be needed for months. Please do not travel to these areas
without registering a volunteer team. Effected conferences
are currently asking for initial volunteers to receive UMCOR
ERT training. As work progresses volunteers with specific
skills may be requested at a later time.
IGRC has two upcoming Disaster Response trainings
scheduled. A Mini Disaster Academy will be held at West

Salem Trinity UMC in Mt Vernon Oct 12-13, with the
following training sessions available: Early Response Teams,
Connecting Neighbors and Care Teams. An ERT (Early
Response Team) training is scheduled at Fairview Heights
Christ UMC on November 2. To register for either of these
trainings visit https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse
Each effected conference has information posted
regarding donations and volunteer team registrations. For up
to date information, visit the following conference websites:
South Carolina Annual Conference – www.umcsc.org
North Carolina Annual Conference – www.nccumc.org and
Virginia Annual Conference – www.vaumc.org
While each conference has posted a way to make
designated donations, undesignated donations to UMCOR
U.S. Disaster Response through Advance #901670 will assist
UMCOR’s response in all areas in the U.S. with disaster
related needs. Checks may be made payable to IGRC with
Advance #901670 on the memo line and mailed to IGRC
Treasurer’s Office, P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 627949207, or donations may be sent through the monthly
remittance forms.
Bunny Wolfe
IGRC Missions/Outreach Coordinator

International Disaster Response

UMCOR’s Advance number #982450 is used for
disaster response outside the United States. Donations may
be sent through a church’s monthly remittance forms, or
directly to the Conference Treasurer’s office at P. O. Box
19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207.
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PICKING UP PIECES AFTER
PHILIPPINES SUPER TYPHOON

North Katanga Area Bishop Mande Muyombospeaks about the
benefits of a United Methodist Communications project in his
episcopal area. Muyombo spoke during at presentation Sept. 4
at an Africa College of Bishops’ retreat Freetown, Sierra Leone.
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African bishops reaffirm
stance on marriage, vow to maintain unity

BY PHILEAS JUSU

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone (UMNS) – United
Methodist African bishops unanimously reaffirmed
their view that marriage is between one man and one
woman and vowed to “maintain the unity” of The United
Methodist Church.
After a learning retreat Sept. 4-7 that included a closed
executive session, the bishops issued a statement on their
view of marriage.
But the bishops did not endorse any of the three
proposals by the Commission on a Way Forward to resolve
The United Methodist Church’s decades-long impasse over
how to be in ministry with LGBTQ people.
“Which plan is chosen would be up to the General
Conference delegates,” said Sierra Leone Area Bishop John
K. Yambasu, president of the Africa College of Bishops.
Yambasu issued the statement on behalf of the
bishops, who he said unanimously supported the
traditional view of marriage. He said the bishops had a
long discussion about the “challenges posed by the issue of
human sexuality and the ongoing tensions that are ripping
the denomination apart, including the potential impacts
on the African church in particular…”
“We discussed at length how we as bishops can lead
the whole church in Africa towards sustainability,” the
statement said.
But the bishops said they would not “support any
legislation that calls for the dissolution of The United
Methodist Church” and stressed their commitment to
a connectional, worldwide church that is committed to
“Making disciples of Jesus Christ, for the transformation of
the world.”
A report by the Way Forward Commission,
appointed by the Council of Bishop after the 2016 General
Conference to resolve the impasse over sexuality and help
find ways for the denomination to stay united, contains
three plans for the future of the church. The commission’s
report will be taken up at the special called 2019 General
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri.
Nigeria Area Bishop John Wesley Yohanna cited
the creation story of Adam and Eve in stressing that
“homosexuality remains incompatible with the teachings
of Scripture.”

Bishop Arnold C. Temple speaks during the African
College of Bishops meeting Sept. 4-7, 2018, in Freetown,
Sierra Leone. Temple is president of the All Africa
Conference of Churches. Photo by Danny Mai, United
Methodist Communications.
“Marriage is between man and woman because when
man was created, he was alone (Genesis 2) and God
saw that it was not good…. So, God formed a woman,”
Yohanna told UMNS.
He referred to previous statements issued by the
African bishops in 2016 and 2018 that spelled out their
belief that “homosexuality is incompatible with Scripture.”
They also discussed the leadership role bishops can
play in attaining sustainability for potential breakup — an
issue Yambasu addressed at the meeting of the extended
cabinet last year, when he urged the African church to
move away from relying on financial support from the U.S.
and others.
The bishops stressed that they remain faithfully
committed to their consecration vows to support
“maintaining the unity of the church” and absolutely
dissociate themselves from any resolution that might lead
to a permanent breakup.
The African bishops pledged that the church in Africa
would remain as The United Methodist Church even in the
worst-case scenario of a denominational split.
“Our church is at crossroads. And we are preparing
for the special session of the General Conference. We are
praying that in that special session, delegates will be able
to deliberate and we’d manage to remain as one church. As
a bishop, I promote unity,” said East Africa Bishop Daniel
Wandabula.
He added that the church in Africa is growing and
must continue focusing on making disciples of Jesus
Christ. He emphasized that the church in Africa should
work more towards becoming self-governing, selfpropagating and self-supporting.
While the African bishops believe that both the Bible
and the Book of Discipline say marriage is between “one
man and one woman,” he wants to see unity.
“But also, we are praying for the West. What I want
to see as a bishop in this denomination is unity. I see
homosexuality as one of the many sins. So, I don’t separate

Photo by Phileas Jusu, UMNS.
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one sin from the other. What we need to do is to preach
the gospel of Jesus Christ. And Christ says come the way
you are. And when you accept you’re a sinner, then the
Holy Spirit works through you and you become a new
creation; you can change,” he said.
The bishops heard several speakers and presentations
about leadership and the work of the church’s boards and
general agencies.
Bishop Arnold C. Temple, president of the All Africa
Conference of Churches, called for the church to work for
reconciliation in Africa, and he encouraged the college
of bishops to begin a process for bringing together the
different branches of Methodism.
Leslie Scott, former Sierra Leone national director
of World Vision, spoke about how church leaders must
use advocacy. He said churches are respected around
the world, and church leaders must advocate for the
underprivileged.
He said bishops are powerful, but that most of the
time, the church fails to use that power. He added that
those advocating for change must pray and arm themselves
with facts and figures.
Julius Spencer, a university lecturer and chief executive
of a private media firm, was Sierra Leone’s minister of
Information and Communication during the 1991-2002
civil war.
He urged the bishops to lead by example, which
he said has a powerful effect on followers. He gave the
example of General Maxwell Khobe, a Nigerian military
leader who headed the Economic Community of West
African States military wing, who led forces against rebels
who had taken over Freetown in 1998.
Dan Krause, top executive of United Methodist
Communications, told the bishops that the agency has
spent $2.5 million since 2006 to promote communications
in Africa. Krause spoke about training events and other
work the agency has done in Africa.
The Rev. Beauty R. Maenzanise, manager of Global
Formation for New Spiritual Leaders at the United
Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry, spoke
about the need for collaboration and partnerships among
United Methodist general agencies, particularly in the area
of theological education in Africa.

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
• Sunday, Oct. 14 – Centralia Cornerstone
UMC
Each evening will begin at 5:30 pm with a
tailgate cookout of hamburgers, hot dogs,
chips, and drink. Services will begin at 7 p.m.
with Harvest Ministry Team leading worship
and Bishop Frank Beard bringing the message.
Childcare will be provided at each location.
If you have any questions about the revival,
contact Matt Henson at 618-830-6670 or
matt@livingtheadventure.net.

IGRC Disaster Response
Mini-Academy

MT. VERNON – IGRC Disaster Response
Mini-Academy will be held October 12-13 at Mt.
Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC. This miniacademy will include Early Response Training
certification and recertification training, Spiritual
& Emotional Care team training, and Connecting
Neighbors.
Information for the Mini-Academy can be found by
visiting: https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse
For more information contact Bunny Wolfe
(bwolfe@igrc.org) or Christy Blickensderfer
(cblickensderfer@igrc.org) at the IGRC

Conference Center or Sara Brown
(hashbrown2147@msn.com).

Beard to preach Cartwright sermon
PLEASANT PLAINS – Bishop Frank J. Beard
will be the preacher at this year's Annual
Cartwright Memorial Sermon on Sunday, Oct.
21 at Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant Plains.
The service will begin at 10:30 a.m. and is
sponsored by the church and the IGRC
Commission on Archives and History.

Ignition Middle School Conference

TROY – Registration is now open for Ignition, a
conference for middle school students grades 6
to 8, which will be held at Troy UMC on Oct. 27
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Speakers for the day include Sue Busler, Paul
Fernandes, and Andrew Spainhour. Harvest will
be leading worship. Students will be challenged
to grow in faith and live for Jesus. The schedule
for the day includes music, worship, fun,
seminars, lunch, snack breaks.
Register before Oct. 13 to receive a free Ignition
T-Shirt. Find out more by contacting Clint
Benesh (618-210-5493) or by visiting www.
ignitionconference.org

Kewanee plans Reunion Sunday

KEWANEE – Kewanee First UMC is hosting a
Reunion Sunday, Oct. 28.
The church is extending an invitation to all who
have previously worshipped with them or have
served as a pastor.
Worship begins at 9 a.m. followed by a
fellowship time.

Safe Sanctuaries - Best Practices

RAYMOND – A Safe Sanctuaries – Best
Practices training workshop will be held
at Raymond Community of Faith, 418 N
Springfield Rd., Raymond, on Saturday, Dec. 8, 10
a.m. to noon.
This workshop is designed for churches seeking
to develop or update a Safe Sanctuaries
policy, but can also be used for training in best
practices for leaders in ministry with children,
youth, or vulnerable adults.
Topics to be covered include: what to include in
a policy, how to report suspected child or elder
abuse, and best practices for participation in a
congregation by a registered sex offender.
Presenter will be Beth Fender, IGRC
Coordinator of Discipleship and New Streams.

This FREE workshop is supported by
your apportionment giving. Registration is
encouraged by Dec 1 at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/SafeSanctuariesRaymond to ensure
sufficient seating and materials.

2019 Five-Day Academy for
Spiritual Formation

BELLEVILLE – The 2019 Five-Day Academy
for Spiritual Formation will be April 28-May 3
at King’s House Retreat and Renewal Center in
Belleville.
The theme for the 2019 Academy is “Peace”-ing
Together a Broken World. Faculty speakers are
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and Dr. Amy Oden. For
more information, visit www.igrc.org/fiveday.
Registration begins Nov. 1 at: www.igrc.org/
fiveday2019.
The Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation,
is a program of Upper Room® Ministries, for
clergy and laity which provides a daily rhythm of
prayer, worship, Eucharist, learning and reflection,
in the context of Christian community. Faculty
speakers this year are: Bishop Hee Soo Jung, and
Dr. Amy Oden.

Arguments mount on Way Forward plans
nature of the Church,” writes the Rev. Keith Boyette,
president of the Wesleyan Covenant Association, an
unofficial traditionalist group in the denomination.
John Lomperis, an Indiana Conference layman and
delegate to General Conference, argues that the One
Church Plan unconstitutionally changes the doctrine of
the denomination.
The Rev. Tim McLendon focuses on what he considers
to be the plan’s attack on constitutionally-guaranteed
connectionalism.
McLendon sees that in the plan’s allowance of different
approaches to ordination.
“Annual Conferences cannot dictate what minimum
standards are for ministerial credentialing,” the brief by
McClendon, of the South Carolina Conference, asserts.
“That is the constitutionally protected prerogative
of the General Conference that ensures a baseline of
connectional expectations of clergy.”
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, president of the Council
of Bishops and a moderator for the Commission on a
Way Forward, contributed a 31-page brief that answers
constitutional objections to the One Church Plan. The Rev.
Tom Berlin, a Commission on a Way Forward member,
also wrote in the plan’s defense.

Traditional Plan is not aimed at
preserving denominational unity
amid diverse perspectives on human
sexuality, and therefore falls outside
the call and the expressed intent of
9
the 2016 General Conference.
But the Rev. Tom Lambrecht,
vice president and general manager
of the unofficial traditionalist church caucus Good News
and a member of the Commission on a Way Forward,
reviews the historical record differently. He says in a brief
that maintaining “structural unity” was never the 2016
General Conference’s intent, and that the Traditional
Plan represents a good faith, and constitutional, effort to
imagine a new way forward for the denomination.
The Rev. Paul Fleck, a New York Conference elder,
argues that the Traditional Plan’s mandatory minimum
penalties for chargeable offenses violate the constitutional
protections for clergy. The Council of Bishops, in a brief
signed by Carter, also questions the constitutionality of
this petition.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – Talk about major
homework assignments.
Nearly ¬30 briefs, totaling more than 400 pages,
confront the Judicial Council as it prepares to consider the
constitutionality of three plans for dealing with The United
Methodist Church’s schism-threatening division over
homosexuality.
Both the One Church and Traditional plans as
proposed would require multiple changes in church law,
but not changes in the church constitution. Many of the
briefs, though, argue that certain petitions in those plans
would violate the constitution and thus would have to be
approved as constitutional amendments.
Changing the constitution is a high hurdle, requiring
a two-thirds vote of General Conference and two-thirds
ratification votes in the annual conferences. Other changes
to denominational policies require a majority vote at
General Conference.
The volume of writing from interested parties is
among the most ever for a single Judicial Council docket
item and suggests the high stakes as the church tries to
make changes that will avoid a breakup.
In one brief, the United
Methodist Council of Bishops
asserts that “the present
Changing the constitution is a high hurdle, requiring a two-thirds vote of General
request for a declaratory
Conference and two-thirds ratification votes in the annual conferences. Other
decision may be the most
important matter that the
changes to denominational policies require a majority vote at General Conference.
Judicial Council has ever
faced.”
The bishops asked the Judicial Council to decide in
Berlin argues that to require General Conference to
advance whether petitions in the One Church, Traditional
adopt
one moral stance on marriage and sexuality amounts
and Connectional Conference plans — all due to be
to
a
“caricature
of connectionalism.” He notes that church
considered at a special session of General Conference
law
restricting
“self-professed
practicing homosexuals”
Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis — would violate the church
from
ordination
is
fairly
recent
and an exception to
constitution.
denominational
tradition
in
requiring
a “behavior-based
The Judicial Council’s next meeting is Oct. 23-26 in
litmus
test”
for
clergy.
Zurich, Switzerland, and the bishops’ request is just part
Carter holds in one brief that “the General Conference
of a full docket. Oral hearings are scheduled in the matter,
UMNS file photo by Mike DuBose
determines
what is distinctively connectional.” He argues
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter answers questions during a press
with each plan to get one hour.
further that General Conference would be within the
conference about the United Methodist Church's Way Forward plan
For nearly its entire 50-year history, The United
constitution
to
allow
conferences
and
churches
decisionto address how the denomination ministers with LGBTQ individuals at
Methodist Church has faced conflict over how accepting
the conclusion of the church's Council of Bishops meeting in Chicago
making
authority
on
ordination
standards
and
same-sex
to be of homosexuality. With schism a clear possibility, the
in May 2018.
unions.
2016 General Conference agreed to have the bishops form
“There
is
no
constitutional
problem
when
an
action
a Commission on a Way Forward to envision changes in
Brooks and Starnes zero in on the lengthy Traditional
is expressly authorized by the General Conference and
law and structure that might help preserve unity.
Plan petition that seeks to “implement gracious
does not run afoul of other provisions in the constitution,”
accountability” for conferences and clergy that won’t
Carter writes.
THREE PLANS
uphold restrictions against same sex unions or ordaining
The three plans emerged from the commission’s work
AUTHORITY OF BISHOPS COMPROMISED?
gay clergy. Starnes argues that the Traditional Plan
with the bishops, and the special General Conference will
Narrower concerns about the One Church Plan are
essentially, and unconstitutionally, seeks to evict church
consider those and any other petitions judged to be in
addressed in briefs by the Rev. William Lawrence, former
members in those conferences.
harmony with the bishops’ call for the special legislative
president of the Judicial Council, and Lonnie Brooks, an
Lambrecht, in a reply brief, states: “The Traditional
assembly in 2019.
Alaska Conference layman.
Plan ‘evicts’ no one. It sets requirements that annual
The One Church Plan, recommended by the bishops,
Lawrence found constitutional issues in five of the
conferences, bishops, pastors and local churches are
would give U.S. conferences, clergy and churches more
plan’s
17 petitions. He and Brooks both challenged the
bound by the (Book of) Discipline to adhere to, and it sets
latitude in ordaining openly gay people and officiating and
proposal to require reassignment of clergy who cannot
penalties for those who refuse to abide by such properly
hosting same-sex unions.
in good conscience continue to serve a church because of
established requirements.”
The Traditional Plan retains church law restrictions
unresolved disagreements over same-sex marriage.
As for mandatory minimum penalties, Lambrecht
in those areas and strengthens enforcement of violations,
The
legislation
“seizes
the
constitutional
authority
of
holds
that General Conference can stipulate the range of
which have been widespread. The plan also establishes a
the bishop” to decide appointments, Lawrence writes.
options available to a trial court.
way out of the denomination for churches and conferences
Carter notes that the General Conference has the
Whether the Judicial Council should weigh in with
that could not go along.
authority
under the church constitution to define the
specificity on the constitutionality of legislative proposals,
The Connectional Conference Plan would reorganize
powers of the episcopacy. He adds: “In this one limited
as opposed to petitions approved by General Conference,
the church in the U.S., with conferences aligning based
instance, the General Conference would be enacting such
is yet another a matter of dispute in the briefs.
on theology or perspective on LGBTQ ministry. This plan
a definition of the power of the bishop by requiring a
Lawrence notes that the constitution gives General
calls for multiple constitutional amendments and gets little
reassignment of the pastor, with the bishop making the
Conference “full legislative power” and argues that the
attention in the briefs.
actual appointment to a new charge.”
denomination’s high court should be wary of intruding.
IS IT CONSTITUTIONAL?
Carter writes: “Waiting until the General Conference
GRACIOUS ACCOUNTABILITY OR AN INVITATION
But the One Church Plan is targeted by various brief
enacts legislation to address its constitutionality may
TO LEAVE?
writers as violating the constitution in broad and narrow
heighten the denomination’s difficulties even more.”
The Traditional Plan’s constitutionality is challenged
ways.
(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News
in a handful of briefs, including one written by Thomas
“A fatal flaw in the One Church Plan … is that on
Service).
Starnes,
representing
a
group
of
conference
chancellors.
distinctively connectional matters the General Conference
Starnes
notes
that
only
business
“in
harmony”
with
the
would legislate in such a way as to enable annual
Council of Bishops’ call for a special General Conference
conferences to enact diverse and conflicting provisions
is allowed under the church constitution. He argues the
on the same subject thereby destroying the connectional
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Fairfield First UMC celebrates 200 years of ministry
10

FAIRFIELD – On Sunday, Oct. 14, the
members of Fairfield First United Methodist
Church will be celebrating 200 years of Methodist
worship in Wayne County. The community is
invited to the 10:00 a.m. worship service followed
by the dedication of a time capsule and luncheon.
Bishop Frank J. Beard, the presiding Bishop
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference will be
preaching during the morning worship service.
Bishop Beard’s preaching is remarkable, spiritfilled and reminds us of our heritage as “shouting
Methodists.”

EARLY DAYS

Fairfield First UMC has its roots and history
intertwined and connected with those of other
Methodist congregations throughout the 200
years or so of Methodists meeting together in the
Fairfield area. The first Methodist preacher known
to have come to Illinois was, Joseph Lillard in
1793, and he was possibly the first to preach in
Wayne County. Class meetings in homes in Wayne
County were known to have gone on in several
places in the county several years before 1818.
“The Wayne County History of 1884 states, ‘within
a few weeks after the first settlers had come, John
Harris, the Methodist circuit rider came in 1816
and preached at the home of Alexander Hamilton
to a congregation of five persons. History then tells
us that in 1817, “Archy Roberts, a talented local
preacher, settled and organized the first Methodist
Society at his home. That same year, “Daniel
McHenry…established preaching at the John
Gillison family home and the Hugh Stuart home.”
Stuart helped organize a Methodist Society
known as Ebenezer which met in homes until
1840. They built a log building east of Fairfield
and were an active congregation until they closed
in 2016. While there were Methodists in Fairfield
during these early years much of that heritage
has been lost over time until Hugh Stuart’s family
moved into Fairfield in 1832. His home in the 100
block on North First Street began serving as a

meeting place in 1832.
The Methodists also met in a log court house
on the site of the present county court house
for a time until, “there came into office men
who were indignant at the public building being
desecrated by gospel preaching.” The group of
early Methodists in Fairfield attempted to build
a church house during these early years but were
unsuccessful until 1851 when the built a 32’ x
45’ building which was used for some 25 years
with more than that number of circuit riding
preachers serving the Fairfield Circuit. In 1843, it
was recorded that 23 locations were included on
the Fairfield Circuit. This involved the appointed
circuit rider preacher to travel not less than 300
miles each month on foot and horseback to
serve and preach to the many small groups of
Methodists scattered throughout the countryside.
The early Methodist Societies were
strict and austere. Long sermons were given
against, “indulging in the drinking habit, sinful
amusements, timber cutting on government
land, defrauding creditors through the use of
bankruptcy law (which was new at the time) and
voting immoral men into office. Preachers were
given an allowance of $100 a year plus another
$100 if they were married with another small
stipend given per child. Most circuit riding pastors
during this time didn’t live much past the age of
30 due to the harsh and demanding conditions
of traveling so many miles to care for their flocks
and reach the lost. Services in the early days of
our small community were not held at a regular
time but a bell was rung 30 minutes ahead of the
preacher starting whatever day and time he came
by this way. It was the only means available to get
the word out.

CIRCUIT DAYS

The Fairfield Circuit in 1852 had 287
members with 44 of those at Fairfield and 42 at
Ebenezer with other small groups around the
county. The small log meeting house was used
until 1876. The second church building
was completed in that year on the
south-east corner of the intersection
of Delaware and South First Street
(present location of the Masonic
Hall). The cost was more than $14,000
for the 101 feet by 45 feet structure.
Sunday School was held at 2:30 p.m.
The monthly Temperance Union
meetings were started and held there.
Rev. J.A. Baird offered the following
resolution which was adopted by this
group, “Resolved: That we will use our
influence in favor of the execution
of our excellent temperance law, and
against the sale and use of intoxicating
drinks as a beverage in our town.”
There were no hymnals in the pews at first.
A good song leader would sing a line with the
congregation singing it after him. In 1877, cards
with hymns on them were given out and in 1884
song books became a fixture when new book racks
were placed on the back of the seats.
In 1886, the congregation through the vision
and donation of land by Robert Hayward opened
a Methodist college named Hayward Collegiate
Institute where Center Street School now stands.
Unfortunately, the college was destroyed by fire in
1898 after having educated over 10,000 students.
Attempts were made to continue with classes

being held in the church and
area homes but efforts to raise
funds to rebuild were sadly
unsuccessful.
Circuit riders and
preachers in the early years
are not all known. Many were
appointed for one year or less.
HAYWARD
But since 1842, the church
records show that at least 82 have served this
congregation. When the Methodist Church began
using itinerant pastors instead of circuit riders, the
length of time pastors have been appointed to the
church has increased. The church has owned and
provided a number of parsonages for pastors and
their families since 1855. Our first woman pastor,
Donna Blythe, was appointed here in 2014.

A CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM

In the 1890’s the Methodist church along
with other churches in the community operated
a mission school in the west side of Fairfield.
A little girl named Ellen Moore died at the age
of seven after a long illness on Dec. 30, 1900.
During her illness as she watched other children
walking to Sunday Schools on the East side of
town, she remarked to her mother, “I wish I could
build them a church.” The idea caught on and
donations came in. First Methodist helped with
the construction of Fairfield’s second Methodist
Church which formally became a separate
congregation in October of 1909.
Throughout its history the church has
provided worship, Christian discipleship and
leadership in the community. The church has
changed as the times have changed. Electric
lights were added in 1898. The church grew in
membership and the need for a larger building was
recognized in the 1920’s. The present sanctuary
was completed in March of 1924. Grace Sullivan
is the only current member who worshiped in the
old building. She remembers at the age of seven
the church moving to the new building and sitting
with her family throughout her life in our current
structure. The building was built to last 100 years
and has served First UMC well throughout the
past 96 years. The present Educational Building
was completed in 1962.

TODAY

The congregation is known for benevolent
acts and leadership in ministries that have served
the needs of our community. The church has a
50-year history of coordinating the local Meals
on Wheels ministry, operates a Mobile Food
Pantry for area residents who are elderly and
disabled, reaches out to those in need financially in
partnership with Wabash Area Development Inc.
and continually seeks to be the hands and heart
of Jesus to those in need. Bible Studies, children
and youth ministries, men’s groups and women’s
ministries plus Sunday School classes for all ages
are provided. We sponsor and/or assist with many
other ministries such as, the bi-annual formal
dress giveaway for area young women, summer fan
giveaways, the area school supply ministry, and the
Twigs summer lunch ministry for children.
The church is known for its commitment
to traditional worship and faithful adherence to
scripture and Christian teaching. We are blessed
with a fantastic music ministry and choir. The
Christmas Cantata fills the church with worshipers
each season when we celebrate Christ’s birth.
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Photos courtesy of Cunningham Home

Bishop Frank Beard stopped by Cunningham Home to help residents of Cunningham Children’s
Home with their fishing gear and to offer encouragement during the annual Fishing Clinic with
Will and Vicki Kirpatrick at Crystal Lake Park in Urbana. Will grew up in Urbana and as a young
boy fished in Crystal Lake Park with his friends who lived at Cunningham. A celebrated angler,
Kirkpatrick has fished in tournaments across the country and internationally but has never
forgotten his ties to Cunningham. The Kirkpatricks of Broaddus, Texas, return to Urbana to host
a fishing clinic for Cunningham residents.

OCTOBER IS PASTOR’S APPRECIATION MONTH
SPRINGFIELD – Preacher’s Aid Society and Benefit
Fund is urging all churches to express appreciation for the
hard work and dedication of your pastoral leadership. A
list of ideas have already been sent to church leadership,
but we are encouraging all churches to make a gift of
some sort to PASBF to honor or remember those who
have served us so well.
PASBF provides support, financial assistance,
training and fellowship opportunities to our retired
clergy, spouses and surviving spouses, including four
fall dinners. For more information contact the PASBF
office or the Director of Development, Edward R. Weston
(edweston69@gmail.com).
Here’s some ideas for Pastor’s Appreciation Month:
• PRAY FOR YOUR PASTOR!

• Make a $100 gift to PASFB in honor of your pastor.
The list will be printed in an upcoming mailing of
PASBF.
• Make a $100 gift to PASFB in honor of each of your
retired pastors
• Plan a special reception/dinner for your pastor and
family.
• Solicit restaurant gift cards from your church and
present to your pastor.
• Invite church members to send thank you notes all
month long.
• Present pastor with some token of your church
(plate, stationary, framed picture, etc.)
• Provide gift cards to Cokesbury, Amazon.com or
other bookstores.

• Create a video presentation of the pastor in action
the past year and show it to the congregation.
• Give your pastor a month’s supply of his/her
favorite snack.
• Share words of encouragement and thankfulness to
the pastor’s spouse and family members.
• Make a gift in your pastor’s honor to her/his
favorite mission project.
• Encourage the children and youth to make thank
you cards to be presented to the pastor.
• Create a TOP TEN LIST of why you appreciate
your pastor (similar to David Letterman’s Top
Ten!)
• Honor her/his ordination anniversary!

Hall of Fame singer, five-time Grammy winner
in concert at 2019 Annual Conference
PEORIA – The only person in history to
be a member of the Gospel Music Hall of
Fame, the Kentucky Music Hall of Fame
and the Amateur Radio Hall of Fame
is 5-time Grammy and 11-time Dove
Award winner Larnelle Harris. Harris will
be in concert on Friday, June 7, 7:30 p.m.
at Peoria Civic Center’s Carver Arena in
a concert for the Our Conference, Our
Kids campaign.

Harris recently released his first memoir
entitled, Shaped Notes: How Ordinary
People with Extraordinary Gifts Influenced
my Life and Career which became a #1
best-selling book on Amazon within
three days of its release. The book offers
long-time fans of Harris a glimpse into
the childhood and early career of one of
Christian music’s most renowned vocalists. And Harris admits, at
times, it was a difficult process to go through.
“There were a few tears shed through the writing process,” says
Harris. “Remembering all the people who have poured into my life
and how they helped me was humbling. I hope what readers take
away from this book is that we all have people in our lives that
we can influence for the good or for the bad. And I sometimes
wonder where I would have ended up had it not been for the
people who came across my path and encouraged me with their
words and actions.”
In addition to his Grammy and Dove Awards, including being

named Male Vocalist of the Year three
times by the gospel music industry, Harris
has garnered 19 #1 national radio singles
and countless top 10 hits. Songs such as
How Excellent Is Thy Name, I Miss My Time
with You, and his signature song, Amen, are
now considered modern gospel classics.

From the White House to the 38th
Parallel, Harris has impacted audiences
across the globe with his music. He
was the first gospel artist to perform
inside the Kremlin after the fall of the
Soviet Union. He is one of a handful of
celebrities to receive the Ad Council's
Silver Bell Award for Distinguished Public
Service in recognition of his song Mighty
Spirit as the theme song for the longestrunning Public Service Announcement in
television history. Harris was recently honored by his home state
of Kentucky with the Governor’s Lifetime Achievement Award in
the Arts.
Harris was a featured performer for the Billy Graham crusades
for many years and is seen frequently on Gaither Homecoming
television shows. He recently performed at the National Day of
Prayer event in Washington D.C., New York’s Carnegie Hall, and
for a gathering of U.N. Ambassadors in our nation’s capitol, among
other national and international venues.
Ticket information will be coming shortly and will be separate
from the Annual Conference registration.

The College of Christian Life is a
Clergy and Laity retreat that takes place
each Aug. We provide a wide variety of
speakers dealing with issues relevant to
the church today. This year, our speaker
will be Terry Teykl, author of many
books, including, The
Presence Based Church,
Preyed On or Prayed for,
and How to Pray After
You’ve Kicked the Dog.
With gentle wit and
wisdom, Terry has spent
TEYKL
many years conducting
seminars with the goal of building the
Church in prayer, teaching Christians
to minister to others in prayer, and “the
vision to see Jesus magnified and to
see the Church build bridges between
denominations, promote racial healing
and seek to love the hurting and
disenfranchised.” He will be speaking to
us on Prayer and the Miraculous.
The College of Christian Life will be held
on AUGUST 12 - 14, 2019 at the Embassy Suites in East Peoria, Illinois. The
cost for the weekend is $175 before July
14, and $200 after that date. CEUs are
available for Clergy, Local Pastors, Lay
Servants and Lay Speakers on request.
Please consider adding the College of
Christian Life to your calendar for 2019,
and watch for future information.
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EQUALIZATION MEMBERS OF 2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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There are 179 local congregations eligible to
send equalization members to the 2019 annual
conference. These members are elected by their
charge conferences and their names included in
the official roll of local church leaders. The goal
of equalization is to balance the total number of
clergy and laity at a given annual conference.
Annual Conference Secretary Alice Shirley
will be contacting these churches, advising them of
their eligibility to send a second delegate.
According to The Book of Discipline, clergy

members (¶602) consist of deacons and elders in
full connection, provisional members, associate
members and local pastors under appointment).
Lay members of annual conference (¶32)
consist of one member from each charge, along
with allocations for certain conference leaders
and appointed members-at-large. The Discipline
requires the annual conference to determine
how any remaining lay members needed for
equalization are selected.
The formula for equalization in the Illinois

United Methodist
Student Day Offering

United Methodist Student Day Offering Sunday is Nov. 25. Your special offering
funds scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students in our conference and
around the world.
With your help, future pastors are able to graduate from seminary with little or no
debt. Conference undergraduate scholarships last year supported lay people to
pursue education for teaching, business, music and medicine. Thank you for investing
in the talent of the church today and tomorrow.
Resources can be found to help you plan for Student Day Sunday at www.
umcgiving.org/umsd. Invite students to share about their faith journey during
college. Share Haven’s thank you and story.

Cache River District
Carbondale First
Marion Aldersgate
Cross and Flame Ministries
Metropolis
Carterville
West Frankfort Trinity
Harrisburg First
Pinckneyville
Carmi First
Carmi Emmanuel
Embarras River District
Effingham Centenary
Mattoon First
Shelbyville First
Paris First
Marshall First
Casey
Nokomis
Neoga
Newton Grace
Robinson First
Altamont First
Watson
Armstrong
Illinois River District
Peoria First
Washington Crossroads
Canton Wesley
Morton
Pekin First
Pekin Grace
Kewanee
Dunlap Prospect
Willow Hill
Peoria University
Chillicothe
Mackinaw
Tremont
Delavan
Spring Bay River’s Edge
East Peoria First
Epworth Bradley
Lewistown
Peoria Bethel
Washington Evangelical
Shield’s Chapel
Eureka

Great Rivers Conference is found in Standing Rule
III.C.4. It provides that lay members of the annual
conference elected for the equalization of clergy
and laity come from the larger churches, in order
of decreasing size, who have paid 100 percent of
their conference apportionments in the previous
year. Equalization members elected by their local
congregations serve to the end of the quadrennium as
long as the congregation continues to pay 100 percent
of its apportionments and its membership numbers
continue to qualify it for the equalization pool.

Mossville
Peoria Forrest Hill
Iroquois River District
Champaign Faith
Mahomet
Danville St. James
Champaign First
Gibson City
Watseka
Paxton
St. Joseph
Tuscola
Arthur
Savoy
Sullivan
Rantoul
Arcola
Tolono
Champaign New Horizon
Mansfield
Hoopeston
Quest Grace
Villa Grove
Homer
Urbana First
Countryside
Bement
Fisher
Kaskaskia River District
Mt. Vernon First
Vandalia First
Fairfield First
Salem Grace
Centralia First
Olney First
Mt. Carmel Evangelical
Lawrenceville First
Sumner
Flora First
Bridgeport
LaMoine River District
Quincy Vermont Street
Jerseyville
Carlinville
Beardstown
Camp Point
Rushville First

Carthage First
Havana First
Wesley Chapel
Winchester
Living Faith
Jacksonville Centenary
Virginia
Mt. Sterling
Barry
Warsaw Trinity
Waverly
Mississippi River District
Fairview Heights Christ
Belleville St. Matthew
Troy
Belleville Union
O’Fallon First
Edwardsville St. John’s
Granite City Nameoki
Highland Hope
Sparta
Shiloh
Gillespie First
Trenton
Nashville Grace
Edwardsville Immanuel
Carlyle
Maryville St. Luke
Greenville First
Columbia Bethany
Mascoutah Bethel
Caseyville
Sangamon River District
Springfield First
Springfield Laurel
Taylorville
Monticello
Pana
Lincoln First
Decatur First
Sugar Creek
Decatur Grace
Chatham
Petersburg
Clinton
Rochester
Sherman

Springfield Douglas Ave.
Cerro Gordo
Elwin
Macon
Springfield Cotton Hill
Forsyth
Spoon River District
Macomb Wesley
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC
Geneseo Grace
Geneseo First
Moline Riverside
Aledo
Galesburg First
Orion
Monmouth First
Cambridge
Colona
Galva First
Abingdon
Fairview Center
Elmwood
Moline Bethel Wesley
Reynolds
Roseville
Knoxville
Preemption
Rock Island Two Rivers
Vermilion River District
Normal Calvary
Bloomington Wesley
Normal First
Kankakee Asbury
Dwight
Coal City
Fairbury
Manteno
Kankakee St. Mark
Lexington First
Leroy
Momence
Streator First
Bradley Wesley
El Paso
Heyworth
Tonica
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Christian Conversations
THEOLOGY DISASTER RELIEF CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

HUMILITY AND CONFIDENCE

Another Wesleyan theological theme
addresses the attitude of the responders in disaster
relief and subsequent rehabilitation. John Wesley
built into Methodism the conviction that all people
need the grace of God to be redeemed. This has
special application for church members who set
out to do “good works.” It is a reminder that the
helpers — the funders and the cleanup teams —
are not superior in divine favor to those being
assisted. To follow Jesus in servanthood to others
is to be baptized in humility. We seek to be both
confident and modest, asking not how our action
makes us look, but how putting our faith into
action contributes to human welfare, peace, justice
and reconciliation.
As the embodiment of United Methodist
disaster response, UMCOR offers services
and presence without regard to religion, race,
nationality, politics, or gender. It responds to small
as well as large, well-publicized disasters. John
Wesley admonished Methodists to do as much
good and as little harm as possible in the world.
Those are guiding precepts in our response to
disaster.

AN EXPRESSION OF FAITH

The church’s disaster response is an expression
of our faith, a confirmation of our discipleship,
and a witness to our love for our neighbors. As
United Methodists, we do not distribute food,
water, blankets, cleaning buckets, and health kits
or rebuild shelters and schools with the objective
of converting others either to Christianity or to
Methodism. Such a goal would miss the point of
God’s grace, which is offered in freedom. To us,
disasters are opportunities for service, inviting us
to our highest levels of compassion and concern.
The theology of presence requires few words.
We also take a broad view of partnerships in
disaster relief and rebuilding. In the continuing
response to the January 2010 earthquake in Haiti,
UMCOR works with Methodist or ecumenical
partners not only from the Caribbean and Latin
America but also from Canada and the United
Kingdom. We also cooperate with nonprofit
agencies not affiliated with the church. In the
aftermath of the devastating 2004 tsunami in
Southeast Asia, we worked with other Christian,
secular and Muslim organizations.
UMCOR has long-term plans for response to
the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan
That disaster damaged a nuclear power plant,
adding radiation pollution to the damage from
quakes and floods. UMCOR’s response entails
collaboration with Japanese Christians, putting
particular emphasis on work with economically
marginalized ethnic communities and on issues
such as agricultural production where nuclear
contamination exists.

PRESERVING AND RESTORING

Working with others, including other
religious groups and government entities, serves
a theological objective: to recognize the fullness

— the wholeness — of God's created order and
to collaborate with others in the restoration and
preservation of all creation, including human
families and communities. The focus is often on
“the least of these” from Matthew 25, because
the weakest are hardest hit by natural and
human-caused disasters. The poor and elderly
characteristically have the least substantial housing
and are the most vulnerable regarding immediate
post-disaster needs and long-term rehabilitation.
Methodists have always been strongly committed
to ministry with the poor.
Restoration of housing, social institutions,
and the means of making a living are long-term
post-disaster tasks. UMCOR is well known as
an agency that arrives early and stays the longest
through disaster recovery. Our work in response
to the prolonged war in Bosnia lasted for years
after hostilities ceased, covering a full decade
and involving the restoration of farms. Work
in Armenia and Georgia now has extended for
two decades. Job training and the rebuilding of
homes, schools, and other infrastructure in Haiti
is ongoing, carried out in close collaboration with
local communities and the Haitian Methodist
Church (Eglise Methodiste d’Haiti). One objective
is to provide job training of value to individuals
and families in the years ahead.
UMCOR is especially skilled in post-disaster
case management, a process that helps people
get back on their feet economically and socially.
Sometimes a new start can take place in the area
affected by the disaster, but sometimes people have
to start over in a new place. UMCOR received
major public contracts in case management after
Hurricane Katrina, which devastated large areas of
the U.S. Gulf Coast in 2005. Much of the response
was in collaboration with mission volunteer teams,
as is always the case after disasters in the United
States.
Every annual conference in the United States
has trained disaster-response teams. Equipping
such teams is a matter of both practical and
theological necessity. As in the parable of the
wedding guests in Matthew 25:1-13 — in which
the bridesmaids need to carry extra oil for the
lamps used to welcome the wedding party — we
must be ready when God invites us to respond to
human need. The message is to “be alert,” and that
requires training in disaster response.

ABOUT UMCOR

The United Methodist Committee on Relief
is a separately incorporated humanitarian unit of
the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries.
It has its own board of directors, elected by
directors of the parent agency, and incorporates
international and domestic disaster relief, health
ministries, and development programs.

PLACES OF WORSHIP

A question that often arises is whether
UMCOR engages in the replacement or repair of
churches destroyed or damaged in disasters — an
issue with both theological and humanitarian
implications. For many years, the question existed
without direct response. It was put on the agenda
of the UMCOR directors in 2008. The next year, a
policy was adopted providing that up to 10 percent
of the emergency funds raised for any particular
U.S. relief effort could be used for church repair
and related needs.
In 2010, the UMCOR board further
stipulated that up to 10 percent of funds raised
for international disaster relief might be used for
“repair of places of worship and related needs.”
This decision equalized domestic and international
policy. In keeping with the nonsectarian nature
of UMCOR, it takes account of the reality that
community restoration may include restoration of

a place of worship of some other faith. Requests for
domestic or international grants for work on places
of worship are made independently of requests for
money for humanitarian aid, but they follow the
same process of accountability and careful review.

GOD AT WORK THROUGH US

God is at work everywhere, all the time.
So in God’s mission, we seek to serve others in
humility and confidence. We know that everyone
needs — and has access to — God’s grace. In
disaster response, we know there is no perfect
humanitarian solution. We simply do our best,
praying for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as we put our
theology to work in action — doing as much good
as we can.
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(Kemper is the top executive of the United Methodist
Board of Global Ministries. This story originally
appeared in the March-April 2013 New World
Outlook magazine, produced by the Board of Global
Ministries).

Top four worst, and best,
ways to help after a disaster
BY SUSAN KIM

When disaster strikes, often we see heart-wrenching images on
television. People have lost everything. Their homes are swept
away or lie in a tangled heap. Their belongings are ruined.
We immediately want to help – a good intention that stems from
compassion for our fellow human beings. However, be certain to
couple your compassion with good judgment on the best ways to
help disaster survivors.
Here are the top four most common pitfalls into which helpers
fall after a disaster – and what they should do instead.
Resist the urge to jump from your couch and drive to
the disaster site. When storms strike, often scores of people
decide to drive to affected areas. The result? Clogged interstates,
a worsening gasoline shortage, and volunteers arriving in droves
and diverting the attention of emergency personnel. What to
do instead? When you watch or read the breaking news about a
disaster, respond immediately – with prayer or a cash donation.
Don't give the shirt off your back. Did you know that
donations of used clothing are commonly called “the second
disaster?” When clothing piles up at a disaster scene, it must be
stored, hauled away or sorted by volunteers who could better
use their time helping disaster survivors. Instead, cash donations
help disaster survivors purchase needed items from local
businesses, which boost an economy weakened by disaster.
Don't believe that recovery takes only a few days. Wellintentioned donors often give money or relief-supply kits only
while a disaster is prominent in the news headlines. In fact, for a
major disaster, recovery can take years. If donations dry up after
a week or two, responders no longer have the resources to
help disaster survivors. Those survivors feel forgotten, and their
recovery doesn't progress.
Don't forget your own disaster preparation and training. If
you want to respond in a safe, helpful way, seek disaster-response
training and learn how to prepare yourself so you can respond
should the need arise. Preparing can be as simple as forming a
plan with your neighbor, or as involved as becoming a specialized
responder who serves on a United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) Early Response Team.
The next time disaster strikes, put your compassion into action
through prayer, cash donations, relief-supply kits, training and
volunteering. You will help disaster survivors around the world.
(Susan Kim is a freelance writer and regular contributor to www.
UMCOR.org. This article originally appeared in Interpreter Magazine,
March/April 2014 edition. The issue was dedicated to the work and
ministry of UMCOR).
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The book became the best-selling practical manual
of 18th century England.
This powerful Wesleyan tradition of concern
for the vulnerable was at work in 1940, at the
onset of World War II, when U.S. Methodists first
set up what is today UMCOR. Its founding was
triggered in part by memories of the horrendous
effects of World War I on civilian populations.
Bishop Herbert Welch conceived the idea as a
loving response to a world of violence. God’s grace
equips us for this obligation. Our mission theology
teaches that “We acknowledge the grace of God
placed in our hearts and at work in the world
before any action on our part.”

Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund
Who was / is the positive
clergy influence in YOUR life?
Pastor Appreciation Month — Make a gift in honor or
memory to the Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund!

HELP THIS LIST TO GROW:
Pastor Mitch Ramey
Humbolt UMW
Pastor John Chrisler
Palmyra UMC
All Retired Pastors
Trinity Chapel UMC
All Pastors Serving West Salem Trinity
West Salem Trinity UMC
Mt. Vernon
Pastor Harold Quick & Pastor Sam Totten
Mike & Peggy Tatlock
Pastor Ken Dees
Decatur Central UMC
Kent & Kathy King Nobles, Kim Burke
Brent & Julie Anderson
Pastor Rebecca Klemm
New Hope UMC Neponset
Pastor Mary Arnold
Lois Palmer
Pastor Robin Lyons
Manchester UMC

We give thanks for all
those who have served,
and are serving.

Pastor Robert Greene
Astoria UMC

God bless you!
Send gifts to:
PASBF, P.O. Box 19207,
Springfield IL 62794-9207

www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221

