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Praying for the Recovery Effort and God’s hand on Micah Patriotis!
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DEATHS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his wife,
Shelley Pruett, 685 Walker Ave., Colby, KS 677011529.

became an associate member in 2004. He served
nine years as pastor of Decatur Sharon UMC until
retirement Sept. 1, 2005.

For a complete obituary, see: http://
www.kersenbrockfuneralchapel.com/
m/?p=memorial&id=2146937

Services have already been held in Texas.

Retired pastor Rev. Thomas
Hardy Gabbard, 81, died Oct.
13 in Plano, Texas.

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers Conference, P.O.
Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Bette
Gabbard, 1808 Westlake Dr., Plano, TX 75075-8508.
A complete obituary may be found at: https://
www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/dallastx/thomas-gabbard-8023612

Rev. Gabbard was licensed
as a local pastor in 1996 and

Rocking

OUR KIDS

at Christmas

Sustaining Love’s
Embracing ARMS

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed.
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head...
…and that sweet little baby Jesus rested in the safety of his mother Mary’s arms.
Today it’s our arms, physical and spiritual, safe and warm, that hold OUR KIDS at each
of our five children and family serving agencies. As the baby Jesus inside each of those
children is honored, the children and families are offered hope, healing and help.
This Christmas you and your church can hold OUR KIDS just like Mary held the
greatest gift God ever gave even though she was exhausted, afraid, displaced,
but most importantly - faithful.
Will you hold OUR KIDS with your prayers every day?
Will you and your church make a special Christmas Offering for OUR KIDS?
The offerings given through your church can be sent to the Conference
Treasurer designated for Advance #6960, Our Conference, Our Kids.
THANK YOU for rocking OUR KIDS at Christmas with Love’s Embracing ARMS!

Our Conference, Our Kids

Advance Special #6960

www.embraceocok.org

Gratitude for legacy of faithfulness renewed

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard has announced
the following:

Supply not appointed
Valerie Moehle to Elkhart-New Holland, Sangamon
River District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This is her first
IGRC assignment.
Steve Lobb to Elkhart-New Holland, Sangamon River
District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This is his first IGRC
assignment.
Steve Lobb to Elkhart, Sangamon River District, ¼
time, effective Nov. 1.
Dawn Beaven to New Holland, Sangamon River
District, ¼ time, effective Nov. 1.

Change of status
Brad Fausnacht, discontinuation of appointment,
effective Sept. 1. He previously served at the United
Methodist Village in Lawrenceville, Kaskaskia River
District.
Karen Blank-Ewell, discontinuation of appointment,
effective Dec. 31. Rev. Blank-Ewell is a member of the
Missouri Conference and is retiring Dec. 31 and ending
her IGRC appointment to Martinsville, Embarras River
District, both effective Dec. 31.
Steve Barrow, discontinuation of appointment,
effective July 1, 2018. Barrow is a retired local pastor
and previously served Elkhart-New Holland, Sangamon
River District.
Valerie Moehle, discontinuation of appointment,
effective Nov. 1, 2018. Moehle served Elkhart-New
Holland, Sangamon River District.

Deaths

Retired IGRC pastor, the Rev.
Dwight L. Jones, 83, died Nov. 18
in Glen Carbon.

Rev. Jones served 40 years in active
ministry in the former Southern
Illinois and later, Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, retiring in 2000 from O’Fallon First.
His wife and partner in ministry, Della, died March 1,
2015.
Visit http://www.southernillinoisnow.
com/2018/11/18/2018-11-21-reverend-dwight-ljones for a complete obituary.
Condolences may be sent to his daughters, Cheryl
Hampton, 225 Windward Way N, Niceville, FL 32578
and Debbie Roberts, 101 Crossroads Dr., Dripping
Springs, TX 78620.
Jackie McGeehon, 65, wife of the
Rev. Randy McGeehon, died Nov.
17 in Springfield.
Randy McGeehon is the pastor of
Rushville UMC in the LaMoine River
District.
Condolences may be sent to Rev. Randy McGeehon, 220
W. Jefferson St., Rushville, IL 62681-1006, or may be
sent to: worthingtonfuneralhome@gmail.com

“strangely warmed” at several stops along
this spiritual journey.
As I have settled back into my normal
routine, I find myself very thankful to be
a part of the Methodist family. With all
of our struggles and challenges, past and
future, I do believe we have several critical
things right. Chief among them are:

1. Our commitment to “vital piety” and
“social holiness”.
2. Our desire to “reform the nation” and
to “spread scriptural holiness across the
land”.
3. Our dedication and commitment to
engage in “ministry with the poor”.
4. Our commitment to education based
on our allegiance to understanding
and living out our faith as proclaimed
in “God’s word”.
There are many other things I like
about being United Methodist, but these
are clearly at the top of my list. Loving God
with all that we have and loving our neighbors as ourselves is foundational to who we
are as Methodist. Seeing the nation and the
world transformed through the power of
Christ in such a way that it effects how we

treat each other and
how we care and manage God’s resources
is still sorely needed.
God’s word and the
standards for holiness
that are contained
1
within those sacred
pages are a bar that I
believe we should still
promote and seek.
As we enter into this season of
Thanksgiving, and as we anticipate Advent, let us do so with renewed gratitude
for a legacy of faithfulness that found ways
to move past borders and boundaries. Let
us, in the spirit of our founder, climb on
top of places of sacred worth and value
that we might proclaim the Good News of
Jesus Christ. The world needs this sacred
message. We cannot, and we dare not, allow anything to silence our proclamation
of God’s loving invitation.
God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard
p.s. – Thanks for making this trip possible!

Statement from Bishop Frank J. Beard regarding Pittsburgh Synagogue Mass Shooting
Issued by the Illinois Area Office, Oct. 30, 2018
Our Nation and our World faces another horrific act of hatred
and violence. The recent tragic shooting that took place at the Tree
of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh effects all of us. Our prayers and
our hearts are extended to the Tree of Life family and to the Pittsburgh community. Our prayers are also shared with those brave first
responders who willingly placed themselves in harm's way in order
to protect others. We pray for all facets of their continued healing.
The following paraphrased words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
ran through my mind as I learned of this event while here in England
on a Wesley Heritage Tour, "Let no one drag you down so low as to
make you hate them." As people of faith we dare not return violence
with violence or enter into the realm of hatred and denigration of
others. We must not embrace fear in the face of this and other attacks
leveled against worshiping communities anywhere.
While I encourage IGRC leaders to develop a proactive plan that

Rev. Dave Daniels, 60, pastor of Rock Creek
Presbyterian Church in Tallula, died Nov. 17 as a result
of a head-on collision in rural Menard County. He is
the spouse of Rev. Kay Daniels, pastor of the Clayton
Federated (Presbyterian and United Methodist) Church
in the LaMoine River District. Kay Daniels sustained
multiple injuries and was hospitalized at Springfield
Memorial Hospital.
Cards of condolences and encouragement may be sent
to Rev. Kay Daniels, Clayton Federated Church, P. O. Box
351, Clayton, IL 62324-0351.
Retired pastor Rev. Charles A.
Hanson died Nov. 3 in Springfield.
He was 101.
Rev. Hanson served 36 years of
active ministry in the former
Central Illinois and West Wisconsin
conferences, retiring in 1982 from
Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC. He was pastor emeritus
at Douglas Ave. UMC following his retirement. He was
married for 66 years to his wife, Ruth, who served
as secretary for two district superintendents in the
Springfield District. She died May 14, 2006.

could assist in the safety of members and constituents, I do not and
will not support any plan that calls for non-authorized, non-police
trained and sanctioned members or constituents to arm themselves
for worship. Our Conference Insurance carrier, Church Mutual,
can assist with safety plans and proactive response plans that do not
involve IGRC members (Clergy and Laity) bringing weapons into
worship.
Please keep praying for all Communities of Faith to work
together to shine light on the path of reconciliation and peace.
Pray for the Tree of Life Synagogue and for our brothers and sisters
that are facing the crippling effects of hatred and racism. Let us be
determined in the face of this and other senseless acts of violence to
remain committed to promoting peace and justice.
God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

Jeannine O. McNemee, 84,
surviving spouse of the Rev.
Jerry McNemee, died Oct. 31in
Bloomington.
For a complete obituary,
see: https://www.
kiblerbradyruestman.com/obituaries/JeannineMcnemee/ where condolences may be left for the
family.
IGRC retired pastor Rev. Ronald
R. Seibert died Oct. 29.
Together with his wife, Maurine,
Rev. Seibert served 38 years of
active ministry, with 37 years in
campus ministry - 17 years as
director of the Wesley Foundation at Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale and 20 years as director of
the Wesley Foundation at Western Illinois University,
retiring in 1992.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his wife,
Maurine Seibert, 1436 N. Keebler Ave., Collinsville, IL
62234-4401.

The family is planning a memorial service at a later
time and arrangements have been entrusted to
Boardman Smith Funeral Home in Springfield.

Janet Kaizer, a member of Peoria
First UMC, who served as the
organist for the annual conference
session, died Oct. 28 in Peoria.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Charles G. Hanson,
1014 E. Brunswick Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46227.

She was organist/pianist for 53 years
in the Peoria area: St. Mark's Church

in Washington, 1960-1973; Salem Lutheran Church
1975-1979; and Peoria First UMC from 1979 to 2014.
During these years she provided her memorable music for
church services including: marriages, baptisms, funerals,
anniversaries, and served as the choir organist and pianist
for the past 35 years. She also served as the organist for
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference Annual Conference
Session for several years.
Friends and family may sign the online guestbook or send
private condolences to www.wrightandsalmon.com
Lois "Hoppy" Mann, widow of the Rev. Donald R.
Mann, died Oct. 27 in Rockford.
Together with her husband, they
served 34 years in active ministry
in the former Central Illinois
Conference, retiring from Waverly
in 1987. He died April 10, 2017.
Condolences may be sent to a
daughter, Sue Wilk, 1 Beacon Hill Drive, Barrington, IL
60010.
Retired pastor Rev. Thomas M. Pruett died in Colby,
Kan. on October 25th. He was 68.
Rev. Pruett served 17 years of active ministry, serving
Rushville Faith United Parish, Bluffs-Naples and
Cowden-Lakewood before going on medical leave in
2000. He retired in 2015.
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Bishop Frank Beard

Standing only steps away from his
father’s grave I got an intense feeling of
the love, power and passion John Wesley
must have had as he mounted his father’s
tombstone to preach.
The local church refused to allow
John Wesley to preach in the church even
though John was a minister and in good
standing. So, the story goes, John went
outside to the cemetery, stood on the top
of his father’s grave slab and preached. The
contents of his message are not recorded,
but the act itself has been preserved as a
part of Methodist history. I stood inches
away from that sacred spot and my soul
was renewed.
I enjoyed my recent pilgrimage
retracing our Methodist heritage. Thirtynine others joined me on this trip. I
believe we all came back with a variety
of stories that warmed our hearts and
rekindled our spirits.
The opportunity to take a group of
newly ordained pastors and a few wonderful laity from the Conference to the birthplace of Methodism was an awe-inspiring
experience. I really did feel my own heart
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IGRC scholarship application
process opens Dec. 1

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference Board
of Higher Education and Campus Ministry
is offering a scholarship opportunity for
undergraduate students during 2019-2020
school year. Applications will be accepted
starting Dec. 1.
Apply online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
igrcscholarship
Applicants must be members of a United
Methodist Church in the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference for a minimum of one year.
Scholarships awarded will be sent to the
community college, college or university
that the student will be attending during
the 2019-2020 school year to help pay for
their undergraduate tuition. The scholarships
awarded will be a minimum of $500.
Applications must be submitted by 4:30 p.m.
on March 1. If you have any questions, contact
Christy Blickensderfer or Amy Shreve.
Please note: There is no way to save this
application in process. Once you have
submitted your application you will not be
able to review or edit it. It is recommended to
review the entire application process before
beginning.

Intern applicants sought

Applications are being accepted for the 201920 Intern Program.
Prospective interns, mentors, and host
churches/ministries will find application
materials and a handbook to answer most of
your questions at www.igrc.org/interns. Priority
deadline is Jan. 15. Final deadline is March 1.

Safe Sanctuaries - Best
Practices

RAYMOND – A Safe Sanctuaries – Best
Practices training workshop will be held
at Raymond Community of Faith, 418 N
Springfield Rd., Raymond, on Saturday, Dec. 8,
10 a.m. to noon.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
SafeSanctuariesRaymond
This workshop is designed for churches seeking
to develop or update a Safe Sanctuaries policy,
but it can also be used for training in best
practices for leaders in ministry with children,
youth, or vulnerable adults.
Topics to be covered include: what to include in
a policy, how to report suspected child or elder
abuse, and best practices for participation in a
congregation by a registered sex offender.

This FREE workshop is supported by
your apportionment giving. Registration is
encouraged by Dec 1 to ensure sufficient
seating and materials. Presenter will be Beth
Fender, IGRC Coordinator of Discipleship and
New Streams.

Candidacy Retreat

SPRINGFIELD – Candidacy Retreats for
persons wishing to become certified candidates
for ministry will be Jan. 4-5, at the Chiara
Center in Springfield. The retreat will run from
1 p.m. Friday to 6 p.m. Saturday. Lodging will be
at the Baymont Inn.
Register online through Dec. 3 at: https://igrcreg.brtapp.com/candidacyretreat
The retreat enables participants to worship
together, have a chance to ask questions and
learn about call, learn about the process of
ordained ministry and meet with mentor
groups.
Cost is $325 (includes lodging, meals and
psychological assessment)
For more information, contact Kathy Crozier
at kathycrozier@outlook.com, who serves
the IGRC Board of Ministry as its vocational
discernment coordinator.

Children's Ministry Leaders'
Retreat

MAKANDA – A children's ministry leaders'
retreat will be held at Little Grassy Camp Jan.
18-19, from 4 p.m. Friday to 4 p.m. Saturday.
Register online through Jan. 10 by
visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
ChildrensMinistryLeadersRetreat2019
The retreat is designed as a time of spiritual
renewal, networking, and resourcing for adults
who serve as leaders in children's ministry
(Sunday School, Children's Church, VBS,
midweek programs, after-school programs,
etc.). It will include times of worship, prayer, and
reflection, as well as times of large and small
group conversation, informational presentations,
and fun.
Presentation topics will include recruiting,
equipping, and retaining volunteers; equipping
families to practice their faith at home; and
how the conference camping ministry supports
and interacts with your local church children's
ministries.
You will return home with some tips and tools
to put to work right away.
Cost is $120 for a single room or $75 for
a shared room. These fees cover lodging
(in rooms with bunk beds and their own
bathroom), meals, and all materials.
Scholarships are available to help with the
cost of a shared room. Scholarships may be
requested by completing the "Workshop/
Conference Grant Application" at https://www.
igrc.org/cesundaygrantapps.
For those unable to attend on Friday, the
"Saturday-Only" rate is $25. Saturday-only
participants will miss at least one workshop,

General Conference Info:
Midwest Mission will be collecting new and gently used hats, gloves, scarves,
and coat for the General Special Session of the United Methodist Church that
is meeting in St. Louis in February. The donated items will be available for use
in the hotels for the 400 delegates coming from warm climates outside the US.
There will be an option to donate these items back to Midwest Mission before
they leave. Those items will be donated to area ministries. You can drop items off
to Midwest Mission Monday thru Friday from 8AM-430PM or after hours in the
front foyer. We are excited to provide this necessity and hospitality to the delegates.
Thank you for your support. Questions? Email office@midwestmission.org or
midwestmission.org 217-483-7911

worship, and fellowship time, so participants are
encouraged to participate in the entire retreat.

Covenant Keepers 2019

Registration is now live for Covenant Keepers
2019 which will be Jan. 28-29 at the Regency
Conference Center in O'Fallon.
Speakers for the event will be the Rev. Dr. Mark
Rutland and the Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore.
Registration is available at: www.igrc.org/ck2019

Opening to God Retreat

MAKANDA – The second Opening to God
retreat will be at Little Grassy Camp Feb. 15-16.
Online registration opened Nov. 1 and
continues through Feb. 1 at: www.igrc.org/
openingtoGod You can also download a
brochure from the registration site.
The purpose of this retreat is to provide
immersion experiences to help lay and clergy
explore spiritual disciplines they may have never
tried before or that they would like to know
more about in a safe to explore environment.
Each small group session includes both lecture
and practice time to actually try the practice
featured in the session.

Five Day Academy for Spiritual
Formation

BELLEVILLE – The 2019 Five-Day Academy
for Spiritual Formation will be April 28-May 3
at King’s House Retreat and Renewal Center in
Belleville.
The theme for the 2019 Academy is “Peace”ing Together a Broken World. Faculty speakers
are Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and Dr. Amy Oden.
For more information, visit www.igrc.org/
fiveday.
Registration is open at: www.igrc.org/
fiveday2019.
The Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation,
is a program of Upper Room® Ministries,
for clergy and laity which provides a daily
rhythm of prayer, worship, Eucharist, learning
and reflection, in the context of Christian
community. Faculty speakers this year are:

Bishop Hee Soo Jung, and Dr. Amy Oden.

Harvest Ministry Team events

Fire-Up Senior High Conference will be
held at Troy UMC Feb. 22-24. Students in 9th12th grades are invited. Register online at: www.
fire-up.org
Bill Stanley will be peaching, Harvest will be
leading worship and gathering with students to
pray for the next generation, call students to
Jesus and invite students to follow God’s call on
their lives!
For more information contact Tim Price, 618667-6241.
An all-new College Track has been added to
Fire-Up this year. College students (18-23) will
attend worship times and most meal times, but
college students will mainly have a separate
schedule including small groups, community
times and mission projects.
Light Kids Conference: one-day discipleship
event for kids in first to fifth grades. Your church
is invited to register and attend!
The theme is BRAVE and will be held in these
three places: Peoria First UMC (March 9),
Marion Aldersgate (March 23) and Troy UMC
(March 30).
Register at www.kidsconference.org

2019 College of Christian Life
EAST PEORIA –The 2019 College of
Christian Life will be Aug. 12-14, at the Embassy
Suites in East Peoria.
Speaker for the event will be the Rev. Dr. Terry
Teykl, author of several books on prayer, will be
speaking on Praying and the Miraculous.
Cost for the school is $175 before July 14 and
$200 after that date until registration closes.
CEU's are available to clergy, local pastors, lay
servants, and lay speakers upon request.
Consider adding the College of Christian Life
to your 2019 and further information and
registration will be available soon.

General Conference 2019: the whole world is watching
BY REV. DR. SCOTT GRULKE

One Church Plan only ‘way
forward’
Editor, The Current:
My friend Matthew and I grew up together in a small
United Methodist church. I am a Christian today, but
Matthew doesn’t believe in God. Why? Because when
Matthew came out as gay, our minister told him to
pray that God would take his “gayness” away. Matthew
instead decided he couldn’t believe in a God who
didn’t believe in him.
I know what the Bible says about homosexuality, but
I also know what it says about divorce. Yet the UMC
doesn’t refuse to marry divorced people, and there is
no barrier to the divorced or remarried being ordained.
Until recently, Christians believed that homosexuality
was evil. In the last few decades, the Holy Spirit has
been teaching many of us that gay people can have
healthy relationships and be good Christians, even
good pastors. Now it is time for the rules to begin to
catch up with the Spirit’s movement, through the One
Church Plan.
I no longer believe, either, in the God who doesn’t
believe in Matthew, or in loving gay marriages, or the
ministries of gay UM pastors such as Bishop Karen
Oliveto. It’s time for the One Church Plan, because
anything else isn’t really a Way Forward.
Amy Hasfjord
Chillicothe First UMC
Illinois River District

One Church Plan opens new
doors in ministry
Editor, The Current:
As we enter into a period of discernment prior to the
Special General Conference in February, I would like to

Second, we teach that grace is central to salvation. In a
three-year cycle the typical United Methodist pastor will
return to the subject of grace again and again. For Rev.
John Wesley, grace was central. He preached of grace as
preveniently seeking us. He preached grace as that which
justifies us or sets us into a right relationship to God, and he
preached grace as that which sanctifies or makes us more
like Christ in love. The Letter of Romans, chapters 3, 5, 6
and Ephesians 2 all declare that it is by grace that we are
saved through faith. That is what United Methodists teach.
Third, we are focused on mission. While I served the
Quincy Vermont St. Church the leaders sent our youth prayer
walking to the inner city of Chicago. They wore t-shirts
with these words: We don’t go to church. We are the church…
and the church has left the building in mission. Mission trips,
advance specials, and the apportionments; that unique
fair-sharing of support for conference, national and global
mission. We get our church outside of itself by responding to
human needs. In 1729, the Holy Club at Oxford was started
by John and with his brother Charles Wesley. They dedicated
themselves to visit the prisons, hospitals, and to meet the
needs of the poor. They did so remembering Jesus’ words
of judgment in our response to “the least of these”. United

share my thoughts regarding the decisions which may
come out of this process. I wholeheartedly support the
One Church Plan for several reasons:
1. It allows United Methodists across the spectrum
of theology and belief to continue to faithfully be
in ministry together, regardless of our differences.
In the interest of full disclosure -- my husband
and I have been on opposite sides of this issue for
35+ years. We know it is possible to live faithfully
with mutual respect and to be productive in our
ministry.
2. Some would dismiss those who disagree with
the present prohibitions in the Book of Discipline
by saying they are “going against scripture.” I
hope and pray that rhetoric like that may stop.
Faithful people on all sides of this issue base their
beliefs on scripture-taking it seriously, believing it
is inspired. I would strongly encourage all of us
to read Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of the
Bible. This is a very helpful book to expand our
understanding of the different faithful ways one
might interpret Scripture.
3. The One Church plan would allow us to reach
people whom we can not reach now given our
present negative statements regarding homosexual
persons in the Book of Discipline. It could open
doors to reach a whole new group of “disciples
for the transformation of the world.” In contrast, if
we adopt the Traditionalist Plan- it would force us
into at least two different “churches.”
I prayerfully urge our General Conference Delegates
to support the One Church plan -- or the plan which
emerges from the Conference which most closely
resembles this plan.
Linda A. Richard
Retired Clergy
Cache River District

Methodists remain focused on mission.

Fourth, we tolerate diverse people
and points of view. “The Lord our
Righteousness” was a sermon Wesley
preached November 24, 1765 in
which he said: If there is a difference
3
of opinion, where is our religion if we
cannot think and let think? Again,
in his sermon “On Catholic Spirit”
in 1771 Wesley spoke of moments of disagreement. He
suggested that we can keep the essentials of the Christian
faith and remain united in fellowship. He was quoting 2
Kings 10:15 “Jehu said to Jehonadab: is your heart as true to
mine as mine is to yours… if it is, give me your hand.” United
Methodists respect the diversity of opinions that are held by
conscientious persons of faith.
Finally, United Methodists see the entire mosaic law as
summarized by love. We teach from our pulpits that we are
all sinners. We speak of our separation from God because
of our behavior. We proclaim that Christ died to bring us
back into that relationship. And that we can turn around
in repentance. But the primary essence of our preaching is
found in God’s love for us and our love for God in return.
In Matthew 22: Jesus said; “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your
mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And the
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
How will our General Conference resolve the
differences? I don’t know. But the world is watching. This
could be the moment of our most profound witness. The
question is this: In a time of disagreement, can 12 million
United Methodist followers of Jesus Christ remember that
love is the most important thing? That is the church where
I belong.
(The Rev. Dr. Scott Grulke is conference superintendent
assigned to the Embarras River District)

Ebony bishops decry racism,
resurgence of white supremacy
(Editor’s note: the following statement was made by the Ebony bishops of The
United Methodist Church during the recent Council of Bishops’ meeting at
St. Simon’s Island, Ga. It was adopted by the full Council of Bishops Nov. 6)
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free.” (Luke 4:18 NRSV)
Racism is harmful to all of society. And we are alarmed by its recent
resurgence in the United States. In the United States the culture of
racism, white privilege, and white supremacy controls the thoughts and
actions of Anglos as well as people of color. It is a form of bondage for
people of color and Anglo persons alike. Racism is so insidious that often
those who are in bondage to it are not even aware of their chains. It is a
persistent sin and evil that infects all it touches. We are grieved that a
culture of racism is institutionalized even in our beloved denomination.
As disciples of Jesus Christ we, the Ebony Bishops serving The United
Methodist Church (UMC), take seriously our charge to continue the
work of our Lord and Savior of setting the captives free. Thus, we
pledge to continue the work of exposing and dismantling racism in
whatever forms and wherever it presents itself. We pledge to hold United
Methodists, particularly those in the United States, accountable to engage
in education around white supremacy, white privilege, and internalized
racism. We recognize that until our Anglo brothers and sisters are free
of their racism and acknowledge their White privilege none of us will be
free.
In conclusion, as the community of Ebony Bishops in the United
Methodist Church, we reaffirm our commitment to our baptismal
covenant to renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil
powers of this world, and repent of our sin. We accept the freedom and
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever
forms they present themselves. We do confess Jesus Christ as our Savior.
We put our whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as our
Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all
ages, nations, and races.
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In the Gospel of John 15:12, Jesus said:
“This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you.”
From the beginning I have known the
loving embrace of The United Methodist
Church. I was born in Wesley Memorial
Methodist Hospital in Chicago and into the family of a
Methodist pastor. I was baptized at South Shore Methodist,
Chicago; confirmed at First Methodist, DeKalb; married
at Ebenezer United Methodist, Jonesboro; graduated from
two United Methodist seminaries; ordained by the Southern
Illinois Conference of The United Methodist Church; and I
have served in ministry for 40 years in United Methodism.
I have known the loving embrace of The United Methodist
Church.
A called General Conference will be held in St. Louis
in February. There we will debate and hopefully resolve our
differences on sexual orientation.
This is not the first time we have had conflict in
Methodism and United Methodism.
We fought over the morality of slavery. (Both sides
pointing to Scripture which does and does not support
slavery) Ultimately, we did the right thing.
We fought over the ordination of women. (Both sides
pointing to scripture which does and does not support
women in ministry) Ultimately, we did the right thing. 40
percent of churches in Embarras River District would have
no preacher without our women.
I do not know where the present conflict on human
sexuality will lead (Both sides pointing to scripture which
does and does not affirm sexual orientation). Most of the
proposals before us will allow the local church a choice in
how they will practice a response on these matters. But no
one knows how this will be decided.
I am praying we will do the right thing by God’s
will. I invite you to do three things; pray, read the related
Scriptures, and study to understand the context of those

texts during the time of their writing.
I don’t know how this will be resolved. I do know this
is the place where I have been loved, where I have been
called to love God, and others. So, I will remain a United
Methodist for these reasons:
First, our primary task is to; make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world. That means
that we are students of Jesus whose task is to invite other
students into the classroom. When we fail to make disciples,
it is often because we are distracted by our idolatrous
love for our property, our power, and by our petty
disagreements. Jesus said: “Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations” …we really have no excuse for failure. I
believe that United Methodists will always strive to make
disciples for Jesus Christ.
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Ken Bradbury:
an Illinois original

(Editor’s note: This editorial from the Jacksonville Journal-Courier tells of
the passing of noted playwright and author Ken Bradbury. Bradbury, who
commented he was the “only Presbyterian in the Arenzville UMC,” played the
piano for the church for many years, while teaching and coaching drama in the
Triopia School District for 35 years. He shared his talents with many and his
writing reflected a deep faith in Jesus Christ.)

T

he true measure of a life well-lived is not found in personal riches, social
standing or power.
Rather, it comes from what a person leaves for others when abandoning
this mortal coil.
Ken Bradbury has showered us with one of the most precious gifts
possible. He gave us the gift of ourselves.
Through his stories and plays, we are able to pull back the curtain for an
unvarnished look at our world.
Ken’s passing Sunday at age 69 leaves us saddened. There is little doubt,
though, that generations from now people will be reading or listening to his
multitude of plays, columns and books — and keeping his memory alive.
More than that, his work here on earth will keep alive a sense of
community and the inspiration that helped hundreds of others appreciate
their own love of performing and the arts.
Ken grew up in Perry, a small Pike County town. He learned the value
of hard work from his father, a farmer, and his appreciation of music and
teaching from his mother. It would lead him to make his home in Arenzville

and into the classroom himself. He taught at Triopia High School for 35 years
before sharing his talents as an instructor at Lincoln Land Community College
and as founder of Green Pastures Performing Arts Camp near Meredosia.
He wasn’t just any ordinary teacher. He found talent, often when the kids
were still quite young, and he nurtured it for years. He always gave them more
credit than he took for himself. He was constantly raving about how much
talent they had — and some of them now have the professional careers to back
it up.
While he developed young talent — and managed to pen believable roles
for children — he also made a point of writing roles for older actors. He said
he was tired of 40-year-olds being cast in a 70-year-old’s role and then having
to draw on the wrinkles with makeup. He noticed there were few good roles
for older actors, so he created them. He was the change he wanted to see in the
world.
Ken also was a friend to charities, often writing plays and musicals to
pack the house, with proceeds going to help the charities continue their own
missions.
All the while, he wrote.
Prolifically.
He has more than 100 plays and musicals to his credit that have been
performed nationwide and earned him the nickname of Playwright on the
Prairie. He received numerous awards for his books and his column The
Coonridge Digest, which he wrote under the name Freida Marie Crump.
Ken was more than just a teacher and author, though. He was a keen
observer of the world around him. His storyboard was west-central Illinois
and its people. He captured the uniqueness of small-town life flawlessly
and could find a beautiful story in the most unexpected of places. He was
hysterically funny, but he wasn’t mean or crude about it. He just had a knack
for honest and true observations.
His sense of spirit was driven by his faith in God and his faith in the
goodness of people. He had an optimistic outlook and a sense of humor that
continued even during his battle with esophageal cancer and its effects.
As the next generation, and the one after that, carries on his words,
remember how fortunate we were to have shared life with him.
His words could inspire, make us think, or make us laugh until it hurt.
Sometimes all at once.
It’s through these words that we will have a part of Ken Bradbury with us
always.
To think, to laugh, and to cry.
Rest in peace, friend.
(To read of Ken’s journey of faith, visit: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
kenbradbury You will need a Caring Bridge account which takes minutes to set
up. Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 20 issue of the Jacksonville CourierJournal, www.mycourierjournal.com)

For many years, youth from Homer UMC Teens for
Christ have raised money and purchased Christmas

gifts for Cunningham Children’s Home’s Kids. This year
they put up an Angel Tree in the church entry and hung
“ornaments” with wish list items for Cunningham kids. It
was a HUGE success!
The youth in Teens for Christ went shopping Nov. 18 and
dropped off items they had purchased with the money
donated. Kids helping kids, what a true testament to the
spirit of Christmas. Thank you for making Christmas
special for Cunningham kids!

Photo courtesy of Homer UMC
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something about it,” said Paulson.

BY JEAN ANN MILLER
Lincoln Courier

LINCOLN – While in Jamaica over the summer Katie
Lynn of Lincoln noticed something was missing from the
feet of school children. Upon her return to the states her
thoughts kept replaying the memories of seeing children
walking barefoot, and she decided to do something to
help.
Lynn, 17, daughter of Kevin and Tina Lynn of Lincoln, is
teaming with Lincoln Community High School Leaf Club
and the First United Methodist Church in asking the
public to donate shoes to help children who don’t have a
pair to wear.
“When I saw kids walking on rocks in Jamaica I was
amazed by so many that didn’t have shoes on,” said Lynn.
“I kept thinking about it and knew that here in Logan
County many kids just throw good shoes away. It seemed
like a waste for those shoes to go in the garbage when
they could be used by the kids in Jamaica that didn’t have
any,” she said.
Photo by Jean Ann Miller, Lincoln Courier

Katie Lynn and Rose Paulson stand behind totes of shoes that have been
donated for the shoe drive that will help children in Jamaica.

Lynn babysits for Rose Paulson, the wife of Pastor
Michael Paulson at First United Methodist. Rose shares
Lynn’s concerns.
“She saw a ministry and has taken it upon herself to do

“I try to encourage her and think it is
born out of her service desire,” she
said.

5

With her mission in mind, Lynn
emailed the schools in Logan County
as well as worked with Julie Hinds at the Methodist Kids
Club to put out a request for used shoes to be donated.
She is accepting any size and type of shoe, with an
exception.
“The winter boots we receive will go to the Hope
Grows Center in Lincoln. The neighborhood children will
be able to benefit from this,” said Lynn.
So far Lynn’s work has filled seven totes with various
shoes. She plans to collect until the end of the month
with a goal of shipping the shoe collection to the
Caribbean Lifetime Mission based in Hiram, Georgia.
Donations may be dropped at the First United Methodist
Church or to LCHS Leaf Club. Monetary donations for
shipping costs can be directed to LCHS Leaf Club or
First United Methodist Church. Write “Shoe Drive” on
the check memo line.
(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 13 issue of the
Lincoln Courier, www.lincolncourier.com)

UMRC

UNITED MEDIA
RESOURCE CENTER

New resources in the UMRC!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!
DVDs:
#112120 Living Our Principles: United Methodist Social
Principles (adult)
#119166 Songs of the Christmas Story – 4 sessions (children)
#113087 More Songs of the Christmas Story –
4 sessions (children)

Photo courtesy of Jimmie Treadway

Bishop Frank J. Beard offers prayer during his Nov. 18 visit to Chatham
River District.

Books:
#818210 Adoptive Church: Creating an Environment Where
Emerging Generations Belong
#818107 Crooked Christmas Tree: The Beautiful Meaning
of Jesus' Birth
#818133 Faithful Celebrations: Making Time for God from 		
Advent through Epiphany
#818193 Faithful Celebrations: Making Time for God in Winter
(New Year’s Day through Valentine’s Day)
#818209 God, Improv, and the Art of Living
#818194 Living Nativity: Preparing for Christmas
with Saint Francis
#818208 Sacred Holidays: Less Chaos, More Jesus
#818206 Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas
#818163 Unlikely Gifts: Devotions for the Holiday Season
#818207 Vintage Christmas: A Collection of Classic Stories
and Poems

Galva First UMC responded

to the Bishop’s Challenge and
assembled back packs with
school supplies for children in
need in the Galva community.
So far, they have 14 bags – almost
halfway to its goal to share 30
backpacks. we have 14 but we
hope to share 30 backpacks for
these kids. They write to Bishop
Beard, “We accept your challenge
and meet the need of so many!!!”

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.

Questions, comments?
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.
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Photo courtesy of Trisha Chapman

UMC in the Sangamon
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Lincoln First UMC partners with
teen in shoe donation drive
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Peoria First collecting items for migrant
children at the southern border

just know that God loves them. Even through a little
thing he can show that love too," said Lilly Garcia,
donation organizer.

PEORIA – Peoria First UMC is collecting bags full
of hygienic items and toys that will be personally
delivered to migrant children at the southern
border in an effort to bring them joy and relief in
the Christmas season after going through traumatic
experiences during their journey.

Ozment said it is the responsibility of those who
share the Christian faith to lend a helping hand.
"Jesus made it very clear that our neighbors are
anybody in the world who has a need. And these
children very much have a need. Specially at this
time of year when we think about Mary and Joseph
going to Jerusalem and there was no place for them
and yet somebody opened up the door for them to
at least stay in their barn," said Rev. Ozment.

"Regardless of what you opinion is about what's
happening down on the border, this is about
children,” explained Rev. Tim Ozment, directing
pastor at the church. “One thing I know about
Christmas is that it's for children, and those children
need to receive the love of God just like anybody
else."
already collected more than 100 bags and have less
than a month to reach their goal of over 200.

One of the members of the church who
participated in the donation said this was an
opportunity for people to take action.
"We watch the news and we see the hurt that's
going in the world and this is an easy and tangible
real way to do something about it, to not just get
angry at the TV screen but to turn our sorrow into
action," said Amy Zuehls.
The church organizers of the bag donations have

"I want them to know that Christ is real,” said
donation organizer Lilly Garcia. “It's not a fairy tale.
Not only kids who have money can experience
God's love. So we're actually sending scripture
and we're sending things that will remind them
that God takes care of them. It doesn't matter the
traumas that some of them might have experienced,

The mission team from First UMC is expected to
reach the border at the beginning of December and
will be distributing the items throughout that week.
Anyone who is interested in donating a bag of
items can contact First United Methodist Church
at (309) 673-3641 or visit their website at https://
www.fumcpeoria.org/.
(Reprinted with permission from WMBD TV in Peoria’s
website, www.ciproud.com)

PRE-SALE TICKETS AVAILABLE TO IGRC JAN. 15-31
TICKETS GO ON SALE TO THE PUBLIC FEB. 1
ALL TICKET SALES THROUGH TICKETMASTER
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A Special Edition of The Current

Connecting Campers,
Nature, and Christ
EXPLORE CREATION.
ENCOUNTER CHRIST.
ADVENTURE ON.

the current

Register online
www.igrc.org/campsessions
PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

Phone: 217.529.3007
www.igrc.org/camping camping@igrc.org
8

East Bay������������������������������������������������� 10-11
24248 Ron Smith Memorial Hwy., Hudson, IL 61748

P: 309.365.7531 F: 309.365.7532 
eastbay@igrc.org
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East Bay is located in Hudson, IL, on the shores of Lake Bloomington.
Campers will experience the wonder of their Creator through Bible
Explorations, worship, and intentional community. They will make
lasting friendships as they encounter a variety of exciting activities
throughout their time at camp including; swimming, boating, fishing,
hiking, various water toys, archery, crafts, hayrides, high energy singing,
and campfires with s’mores. East Bay is accredited by the American
Camp Association (ACA) which is obtained by meeting stringent national
standards in all areas of their programs, facilities, and training.

Little Grassy������������������������������������������ 12-13
1 Methodist Camp Rd., Makanda, IL 62958

P: 618.457.6030 F: 618.529.2244
littlegrassy@igrc.org

Little Grassy is located south of Carbondale on 190 acres adjacent to a
1,000-acre lake. Located on the north edge of the beautiful Shawnee
National Forest, Little Grassy offers rock-climbing, rappelling, hiking,
swimming, and other activities. Campers will experience the wonder
of their Creator through their encounters with Creation as well as Bible
Explorations, worship, and intentional community. Little Grassy is ACA
accredited which is obtained by meeting stringent national standards in
all areas of their programs, facilities, and training.

Trip Camp����������������������������������������������������14
Epworth Journey���������������������������������������14
Beulah����������������������������������������������������������15
700 Trolley Road, Eldorado, IL 62930

P: 618.273.3583 
camping@igrc.org

Beulah is located in southern Illinois outside Eldorado. This camp has
over a century of history and a wonderful heritage of proclaiming the
Gospel in southern Illinois. Recreation facilities are available on-site for
soccer, softball, basketball, and volleyball.

Employment Opportunities /
Other Opportunities����������������������������������16
Registration/Discounts/Scholarships��17
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Scholarships available for all camps!
Apply today: www.igrc.org/registrationforms
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Find the Adventure
That’s Right for You!
The pages that follow are your guide to our 2019 program.
Our camps are now organized into categories to help you
better navigate. As you look through the camp listings you
will see a corresponding symbol to help identify which
type of camp is shown. A description of each category is
listed below.

DAY CAMP
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Campers are dropped off in the morning and picked up
each evening. Campers can attend daily or weekly. Often
these are great opportunities for younger campers, campers
that haven’t been away from home, or as an option for
working families with school-aged children.

BASE CAMPS
Base camps are those that are our more traditional camps.
These have different themes and activities mixed into the
typical camp experience.

VENTURE CAMPS
These camps include a variety of components that set them
apart from the base camp experience. Typically, these
include some offsite, adventure, or rugged components.

FAMILY CAMPS
Family camps are shorter experiences that are intentionally
set apart for various family members to attend together.

LEADERSHIP CAMPS
We believe that our older campers are ready to be leaders
themselves. Leadership camps train older campers how
to lead and then invite them to hone their skills as they
serve younger campers. These are great opportunities for
campers that are ready for the next level, want to grow in
their leadership skills, or hope to one day serve on staff at
one of our camps.

PARTNER CAMPS
Each summer we partner with a variety of ministries
to offer unique experiences for the young people they
serve. Typically, these camps have their own leaders and
volunteers that run the program, but we partner closely
with them to support their vision and their campers.

AFFILIATE CAMPS
Affiliate camps are those camps that are connected to
us through identity and common purpose, but typically
happen at sites outside of those owned and operated by the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. These camps are United
Methodist in their identity and are led by many clergy and
volunteers from our conference.

the current
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Listings

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Splash Down
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

10 – 12
Sunday, June 9, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 14, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB320

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Sports Camp

4–6
Sunday, June 16, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 21, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB364

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

7 - 12
Sunday, June 16, 6:00 p.m.
Friday, June 21, 5:00 p.m.
Don Long, Jr.
618-632-2354
dlong@offumc.org
$420
EB394

June 10 – Aug 2
Day Camp

Monday – Friday
(Daily from 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)
Grades: Pre-K – 7
Dean:
East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Week:
$210
Day:
$50
Camp ID: EB310

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

6–8
Sunday, June 23, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 28, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB332

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

You Did What At Camp?
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

7 – 12
Sunday, July 7, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 12, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$680
EB391

Generations 1

P

Week July 14 – 19
Baby Fold
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

10 – 13
Saturday, July 13, 1:00 p.m.
Friday, July 19, 3:00 p.m.
Tom Corum
217-345-3917
tomcorum1964@gmail.com
$475
EB398

3–5
Sunday, July 21, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 26, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB324

SPLAT
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

3–5
Sunday, July 7, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 12, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB392
7 – 12
Sunday, July 7, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 12, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB380

7 – 12
Sunday, July 14, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 19, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$680
EB390

Week July 21 – 26

4–6
Sunday, July 21, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 26, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB330

Altitude 3
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Hammock Camp

3–5
Tuesday, June 18, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, June 21, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$375
EB314

Grades: 4 years and above
Begins: Friday, June 21, 5:00 p.m.
Ends:
Sunday, June 23, 10:00 a.m.
Dean:
East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Price:
$125
Camp ID: EB346
No discount availalble for this session

Altitude 2

Splish Splash

1–2
Sunday, June 16, 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 18, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$280
EB312

Campelodeons 2
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

7 – 12
Sunday, June 23, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 28, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$930
EB338

Altitude 1

3–6
Sunday, June 16, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 21, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$930
EB339

Campelodeons 1
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Grades: 4 years and above
Begins: Friday, July 19, 5:00 p.m.
Ends:
Sunday, July 21, 10:00 a.m.
Dean:
East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Price:
$125
Camp ID: EB344
No discount availalble for this session

Week July 7 – 12

Giddy Up Horse Camp

6–8
Sunday, July 14, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 19, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB350

Generations 2

Girls Only Camp

Catch The Spirit
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

6–8
Sunday, June 23, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 28, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$630
EB328

Saddle Up Horse Camp

Week June 16 – 21
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Phone:
E-mail:
Price:
Camp ID:

Week June 23 – 28

Week June 9 – 14
RISE

You Can’t Do That At Camp

7 – 12
Sunday, July 21, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, July 26, 5:00 p.m.
East Bay Camp Staff
309-365-7531
eastbay@igrc.org
$680
EB395

Week July 28 – Aug 2

P

Latino Youth Retreat

Ages:
13 - 21
Begins: Thursday, August 1, 2:00 p.m.
Ends:
Saturday, August 3, 3:00 p.m.
Dean:
Adrian Garcia
Phone: 309-673-3641
E-mail: agarcia@igrc.org
Dean:
Miguel Ríos
Phone: 309-361-4975
E-mail: mikearios@gmail.com
To Register please contact Adrian
Garcia or Miguel Ríos.
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Camp Descriptions
BASE CAMPS
Campelodeons

Campelodeons are shorter versions of
our camps that make a great choice for
first-time campers or for campers with
a busy schedule. Campelodeons are
invited to experience the beauty of God’s
creation and the awesome experiences
that camp can provide. For some this may
be their first sleep away camp experience
and we promise to make it one they will
never forget!! Come join us as we go
canoeing, swimming, hiking, play games,
eat s’mores, do crafts, learn about our
incredibly awesome God, and make new
friends.

Catch The Spirit

In many ways CTS is like other church
camps: swimming, boating, singing, praying, Bible study, dining hall food, and lots
of hanging out with old and new friends.
But it’s also unlike any other camp in
the way we do the usual stuff in unique
ways. We hope you’ll join our crazy camp
staff for a Spirit-filled, life-changing week
living in the love of Jesus, making lasting
memories and real connections with
Christ, and oh yeah, building cardboard
boats for the 21st Annual Cardboard Boat
Regatta!

Girls Only

This ALL GIRL camp will be a week-long
celebration with no boys allowed! Campers will stay in the air-conditioned Wesley
Lodge and have a variety of experiences
that reflect the diverse interests of girls.
We will be doing fun things like a camp
spa party, swimming, discussions about
inner beauty, tree climbing, a beading
party, boating, crafts, tea parties, worship,
watching movies, and Bible Explorations.
Don’t miss out on the only camp for girls
only! Room is limited.

SPLAT

Are you tired of coloring in the lines? Are
you wild and crazy about exploring with
color and experimenting with texture in
your artwork? Do you really care what
type of mess your project might make?
Neither do we! Chaotic messy arts will be
the goal and outrageous fun will be our
reward. Grab your friends and get ready
for a messy good time. Don’t bring new
clothing to this camp unless you want it
to go home tie-dyed. Room is limited -register early.

Splish Splash/Splash Down
Can’t imagine your summer without
water? Splash into summer with a week
packed full of water fun! We have a 635acre lake where you can canoe, kayak,
bounce on our inflatable aqua toys, fish,
and lounge on our beach. Campers will
also encounter a variety of other water
activities like our bubble slip-n-slides
and diving in at the pool. So, grab some
sunscreen, sunglasses, and a swimsuit for

an East Bay tradition that you don’t want
to miss.

Sports Camp

At Sports Camp, every day is an opportunity to get in on the action and try your
skills at a new sport such as baseball, soccer, and basketball. Throughout the week
we will be talking about what it means to
be a part of a team, what it means to be
a good sport, and how Christ makes all of
us winners! Put on your game face, lace
up your shoes, and join us for one of our
most active camps of the summer!

You Did What at Camp? /
You Can’t Do That at Camp

Think you’ve done everything at camp?
Think again! Have you ever wondered
what camp would be like if campers
could break the rules, choose their
favorite activities, and create their own
schedule? If you think summer is about
letting loose, tossing rules out the
window, and having fun, then this is the
camp for you. Prepare yourself for a week
full of crazy and unexpected moments,
where anything is possible!

VENTURE CAMPS
Altitude

Are you bored with your life on the
ground? Do you dream of being high
in the air? Then come to Altitude where
you spend your week running through
our amazing teams course, climbing
some of our tallest trees, and soaring
through the air on the zip line. Campers
will also leave camp and climb in one of
the largest climbing gyms in the country.
This week will take you to a much higher
place and will leave you understanding
what it means to fully trust in God. Don’t
let this camp fill up without you! Register
early – room is limited!!

Hammock Camp

Back by popular demand. Hammocks!
During this week, you will be sleeping
each night in our hammocks where you
will form a tight knit community. Don’t
worry, you won’t only be hanging around
all week. You will have the opportunity to
enjoy God’s creation as you practice outdoor living skills and participate in classic
East Bay Camp activities as well. Sign up
today, room is limited!

Horse Camps

Do you love being around
horses? Whether you are a
seasoned wrangler or just
beginning an interest in
horses, this camp is for you.
You will learn how to properly care for, saddle, tack,
and ride a horse. By the end
of the camp, students will feel

confident around horses and performing
basic maneuvers on horseback. Register
early, room is limited!

LEADERSHIP CAMPS
RISE

RISE is for high school campers who are
ready to take camp to another level and
learn to lead like Christ! RISE (Revive,
Identify, Shape, Equip) is a Christcentered, discipleship-driven, leadership
development camp for high school
students who are eager to go deeper in
their faith while learning how to lead in
their churches, schools, communities,
and in the IGRC camping ministry
program. Campers will Revive as they go
deeper in their relationship with God;
Identify their strengths and spiritual gifts
and learn how to use them to be leaders
for the Church; be Shaped in their faith
through their participation in spiritual
disciplines and service; and be Equipped
as leaders for various ministry settings,
including camp. RISE campers who
display an interest in camping leadership
will have an opportunity to return for an
additional week to serve at camp. During
service weeks, RISE campers will work
closely with the staff chaplain, deans, and
counselors to strengthen and refine their
leadership skills while serving younger
campers in a variety of ways.

FAMILY CAMPS
Generations

Campers young and old will learn about
biblical hospitality, community, and healing for brokenness, as well as gain some
practical peacemaking skills, all on the sacred playground of East Bay Camp where
campers rise and shine and eat together;
swim, play games, and make s’mores;
and sing, pray, and worship together. No
discounts available for these sessions.

DAY CAMP
Day Camp

East Bay’s Summer Day Camp is located
on Lake Bloomington and our staff have
been busy creating an exciting summer
camp program for our Day Campers this
year. Each week, campers will explore
the Great Outdoors through nature
hikes, crafts, music,

storytelling, archery, field games,
swimming, boating, Bible stories, and
more. Your camper will receive a hot
breakfast, lunch, and snacks each day.
Campers will learn about and explore
their natural surroundings, make new
friends, and create lasting memories. We
have combined the best from the past
with new crazy fun ideas for our best
Summer Day Camp Ever!!
Please send your child with sneakers
(including old sneakers), bathing suit
& beach towel, sun screen (high SPF
preferred), change of clothes, insect
repellent, baseball/sun hat, water bottle,
day pack (backpack), medication (if
needed, please give to staff upon arrival).

PARTNER CAMPS
Baby Fold

Experience emotional and spiritual
growth as you serve children in need.
Work as part of a team during the day,
ministering to day campers with emotional and behavior disorders from The
Baby Fold. This is a wonderful opportunity to connect faith with service. There
will be great music and free time for
fellowship.

Latino Youth Retreat

It is time for revival! Come and experience
God’s love and power as we praise and
worship God. Let us raise a generation
with God’s heart. A super fun weekend
that you don’t want to miss!
To register for this event please contact
Adrian Garcia at 309-673-3641 or Miguel
Rios at 309-361-4975.

the current
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Week June 23 – 28
Camp 456

Week June 16 – 21
AIR

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:

7 – 13
Sunday, June 16, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 21, 2:00 p.m.
Jim Barnett and Kelsey Ross
jbarnett777@frontier.com
kelross46@gmail.com
Phone: 618-967-6363 (Jim)
618-558-0748 (Kelsey)
Price:
$475
Camp ID: LG635

AIR Horse Camp
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

7 – 13
Sunday, June 16, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 21, 2:00 p.m.
Lindsay McDaniels
lindsay.mcd20@gmail.com
618-670-4674
$625
LG637

Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

4–6
Sunday, June 23, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 28, 2:00 p.m.
Daniel Schall
djschall@siu.edu
217-379-7684
$475
LG654

Camp 456 + Rock Climbing
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

4–6
Sunday, June 23, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 28, 2:00 p.m.
Daniel Schall
djschall@siu.edu
217-379-7684
$525
LG645

Camp 456 + Horseback Riding
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

4–6
Sunday, June 23, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 28, 2:00 p.m.
Daniel Schall
djschall@siu.edu
217-379-7684
$675
LG685

Impact (CIT)
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

10 – 12
Sunday, June 23, 4:00 p.m.
Friday, June 28, 2:00 p.m.
Skip Burgess
robertburgess23@gmail.com
270-556-9014
$475
LG660

Week June 30 – July 5
Fueled
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

6–9
Sunday, June 30, 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, July 3, 2:00 p.m.
Erica Landolt
ecpresto2@gmail.com
618-334-8901
$300
LG680

Night Owls
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

4–6
Sunday, June 30, 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, July 3, 2:00 p.m.
Alex Riseman
ariseman@hotmail.com
773-369-4670
$300
LG650

Listings
S’Mores and More
Day Camp 1

(Daily from 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.)
Drop off at Little Grassy or Carbondale
1st UMC
Pick up at Little Grassy from 5 - 5:30 p.m.
Grades: K – 5
Begins: Monday, July 1
Ends:
Friday, July 5
Dean:
Little Grassy Camp Staff
E-mail: jhowell@igrc.org
Phone: 		618-444-1076
Price:
$215
Camp ID: LG610
No discount availalble for this session

Week July 7 – 12
My Shepherd and Me

Grades: K – 4 with an adult
Begins: Thursday, July 11, 5:00 p.m.
Ends:
Sunday, July 14, 1:00 p.m.
Dean:
Revs. Beth and Mike Fender
E-mail: bfender@igrc.org
Phone: 217-529-2611
Price:
$230
Camp ID: LG625
No discount availalble for this session

Week July 14 – 19
Discovery Camp
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

1–4
Sunday, July 14, 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, July 17, 2:00 p.m.
Laura Bishop
mlbishop@mchsi.com
618-201-6124
$300
LG605

S’Mores and More
Day Camp 2

(Daily from 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.)
Drop off at Little Grassy or Carbondale
1st UMC
Pick up at Little Grassy from 5 - 5:30 p.m.
Grades: K – 5
Begins: Monday, July 15
Ends:
Friday, July 19
Dean:
Little Grassy Camp Staff
E-mail: jhowell@igrc.org
Phone: 618-444-1076
Price:
$215
Camp ID: LG615
No discount availalble for this session

Kamp Kids
Eligibility:
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:
Price:

Children of volunteers
First day of camp session
Last day of camp session
Little Grassy Camp Staff
jhowell@igrc.org
618-457-6030
$30 for 1st week;
subsequent weeks no charge
Camp ID: Please see list below

Week:

Camp ID:

June 16 – 21

LG635K
LG637K

June 23 – 28

LG654K
LG645K
LG685K
LG660K

June 30- July 5

LG680K
LG650K
LG610K

July 7 – 12

LG625K

July 14 – 19

LG605K
LG615K

Camp Mentors
Eligibility: Age 21 and over
Begins: First day of camp session
Ends:
Last day of camp session
Dean:
Little Grassy Camp Staff
Email:
jhowell@igrc.org
Cost:
NA
Camp ID: Please see list below

Week:

Camp ID:

June 16 – 21

LG635M
LG637M

June 23 – 28

LG654M
LG645M
LG685M
LG660M

June 30 – July 5 LG680M
LG650M
LG610M
July 7 – 12

LG625M

July 14 – 19

LG605M
LG615M

Camp Mentor Training Dates:
Will be announced

Clergy Mentors
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Email:

First day of camp session
Last day of camp session
Little Grassy Camp Staff
jhowell@igrc.org

Clergy Mentor Training Dates:
Will be announced

the current
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Camp Descriptions

BASE CAMPS
AIR

AIR camp has loads of experiences packed into one week.
Come experience God and make life-long friends through family time, worship, and fellowship! You will have the opportunity
to go rock climbing, work on a service project, play games, do
crafts/take naps, and all the other camp activities. Whatever
you are into, AIR has something for you! Join us for a life-changing week!

Camp 456

All 4th through 6th grade camps are combining this summer for one giant camp! You can choose all of your afternoon
activities. There will be all the fun activities you remember like
swimming, fishing, hiking, archery, crafts, science activities,
drama, tent camping, and much more. Join us for a week of
new friends, new experiences, fun activities, and growing closer
to God! Ready. Set. Go!

Discovery Camp

Discovery Camp is a great way for our younger campers to start
off camp! This shorter week will be packed with loads of adventure. You will have fun learning about God, making new friends,
exploring nature, paddle boating, swimming, and much more!
Join our crazy adults for games, laughs, and good times!

Fueled

Change the pace of life for a few days, relax, make new friends,
serve others, and grow closer to God. Be fueled at Fueled camp
through Bible Exploration, worship, mission opportunities,
and fellowship! In the mornings, you will serve God’s people
through service in the local community. In the afternoons, you
will experience camp through swimming, crafts, archery, camp
games, and much more!

Night Owls

We are throwing out the regular camp schedule for a few days
of wild adventure. Join Alex for a camp where the campers are
in charge, choose their activities, and set their own schedule.
The week could include swimming, archery, hiking, fishing,
relaxing in hammocks, and much more. It’s all up to you! Food
mysteriously disappearing at night, craft supplies going missing, and shenanigans all around… wasn’t us! Who knows what
will happen?

VENTURE CAMPS
AIR Horse Camp

If you are in middle school or high school and you like horses,
this is the camp for you! You will be a part of AIR camp and go
to Giant City Stables in the afternoons. At the stables, you will
learn how to care for horses, how to ride, and maybe even get
to go on a trail ride! AIR Horse campers get an extra dose of
God’s creation while participating in all the adventures of AIR
camp. Come have fun, make new friends, and grow closer to
God!

Camp 456 + Rock Climbing

At this camp you will be a part of “Camp 456” and go rock
climbing one day. You will leave Little Grassy one afternoon
to climb natural rock faces and get a great view way up high!
When you are done you will come back to camp and join all
of the other campers! This week will blow your socks off!

Camp 456 + Horseback Riding

What does it mean if you find a horseshoe? Some poor horse is
walking around in his socks. Come be a part of “Camp 456” and
go horseback riding! During the afternoon rec time you will
head down the road to Giant City Stables where you will learn
all about horses. Through their program you will learn how to
care for horses and how to ride horses! When you are done you
will join the other campers back at Little Grassy!

LEADERSHIP CAMPS
Impact (CIT)

Have you dreamed of being a counselor, but you’re still in high
school? This is the camp for you! This two-part camp includes
spiritual formation and the opportunity to interact with campers. Get hands on experience counseling and serving younger
campers, while developing stronger relationships with God
and your peers! After participating in this camp, you will be
welcomed back to help with camps throughout the rest of the
summer. You don’t want to miss this!

FAMILY CAMPS
My Shepherd and Me

This weekend camp is packed full of fun! Join us as we explore
Jesus as our Shepherd through interactive worship, games, and
silly camp songs. Younger campers and their adults come and
share the camp experience as they grow closer to each other
and God. You have the opportunity to go swimming, paddle
boating, do arts and crafts, and play camp games. You will stay
in hotel-style rooms in Masada Lodge with your family. This is a
great way to introduce younger campers to camp before they
come on their own. Up to three children may accompany one
adult. Each participant must pay the camp fee. No discounts
available for this session.

DAY CAMP
Kamp Kids
This program is provided for children who need to come with
their parent who is volunteering at camp. We don’t want volunteers to be left out of the camp experience because they do not
have a place for their children. If the child is the appropriate age for the camps offered they will attend those. If the
child is too young or too old for the camps being offered the
week the parent is volunteering, then children will register
for Kamp Kids. The day camp is run by experienced camp
staff and volunteers who plan exciting activities and outings
for the children while the parent volunteers in the other camp
programs. Children will participate in day camp during the day
and eat meals with their parents and campers as well as sleep
with their parents at night. This camp is ONLY for children of
camp volunteers and they must register to attend this camp.

S’Mores and More Day Camp

Campers get lots of the camp experience and get to sleep in
their own beds! Campers join us in the morning and head back
home for supper and sleep. During the day, you will get to do
all of the camp activities like swimming, hiking, archery, crafts,
and much more! On Thursday, there will be an optional sleep
over at Little Grassy to get your feet wet before trying a

week-long overnight camp. Campers are dropped off in the
morning at 7:30 at Little Grassy, Carbondale 1st United Methodist Church, or with their church group. They will be picked up
between 5:00 and 5:30 at Little Grassy. If you would like to
organize a group from your church to bring campers, please
contact Jess Howell at jhowell@igrc.org. No discounts available
for these sessions.

M
MENTORS
Camp Mentors

Camp mentors are needed in many areas of summer camp. This
is a great way to get to know the children and youth of your
church! Little Grassy accepts mentors for counselors, nurses,
craft people, child care assistants, kitchen help, maintenance,
and certified lifeguards. If you are interested in being a mentor at
Little Grassy please contact Jess Howell at jhowell@igrc.org. All
mentors must attend a mentor training session, submit a mentor
application, and undergo a background check.

Clergy Mentors

Calling all Clergy! Little Grassy Camp needs your help to ensure
that a quality summer camping program is delivered to the
children and youth of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Being
a clergy mentor is a great way to get the children and volunteers
of your church to participate in camp. It is also a fantastic way to
get to know people in your congregation. Clergy mentors work
together to provide worshipful experiences connected to what
the campers are learning each day. If you are interested in being
a clergy mentor, please contact Jess Howell at jhowell@igrc.org.
Clergy must attend a mentor training session, submit a mentor
application, and undergo a background check.

the current
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Epworth Journey On!

God is doing great things with Epworth Journey On Camp!

Fledgling, Generations, Junior and Senior High, and Fishing for Families Journey Camps are at Durley Camp and Retreat Center, a wooded site northeast of Greenville, IL. Durley has modern, clean, climate-controlled, accessible accommodations, dining room, game room, tabernacle, lakefront for swimming, water toys, boating, basketball and volleyball courts, low ropes
course, a zip line, climbing wall, 9-square, and more!

Epworth Journey On…
Fledgling Camp

Have a blast this summer at Fledgling Camp!
There will be plenty of fun with a Christcentered group - zipping through the trees
on a zipline, swimming/boating on the
lake, worshiping in the tabernacle, learning
archery, playing in the large game room,
and interacting together to simulate the
Persecuted Church. Journey back in time as
you hear a parable on the lake, much like
Jesus’ followers. Together we will meet new
friends and have lots of fun making incredible
memories! Through stories, team-building
activities, a craft, games, and worship we will
learn about God’s love for us! Fledgling Camp
is perfect for all stages of campers, entering
grades 1 - 5.
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
E-mail:
Phone:

Friday, Aug 2, 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, Aug 4, 12:30 p.m.
Lee Harrison
racer79@hotmail.com
217-494-4686

Fledgling Camper ID: TG900
Price:
$170
($25 Discount for early registration. $145 if
registered and paid in full by April 15) No other
discounts available for this session
Adult Sponsor ID: TG905
Ages:
21 and older,
approved by dean
Price:
$60
No discounts available for this session
Junior Sponsor ID: TG910
Ages:
16 - 20, approved by dean
Price:
$60
No discounts available for this session

Epworth Journey On…
Generations Camp

This weekend is designed for young people of
all ages to enjoy time and structured fun with
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, adult

AFFILIATE CAMP

Lower Wisconsin
River Canoe Trip
Ages:
Begins:
Ends:
Co-leader:
E-mail:
Phone:
Co-leader:
Phone:
Price:
Camp ID:

8 years and above
Saturday, July 20
Saturday, July 27
Ron & Phyllis Dickison
padpeace@sbcglobal.net
618-741-4848
Jeremy & Stacey Harminson
217-254-5775
$400
TGB20

cousins, etc. You will have the joy of meeting
others while having time to grow closer to
GOD with family! You will be drawn closer to
God through inspiring, uplifting worship led
by Tim Price and Harvest Ministry Team and
other special events also.
Tell your friends about this exciting program
with a long history of making disciples of
Jesus Christ and having fun while you do it.
Ages:

Young People of all ages,
with an adult
Begins: Friday, August 2, 4:00 p.m.
Ends:
Sunday, August 4, Noon
Dean:
Mark Smith
E-mail: smithmarkr@yahoo.com
ID:
TG920
Price:
$140
($25 Discount for early registration. $115 if
registered and paid in full by April 15) No other
discounts available for this session

Epworth Journey On…
Junior/Senior Camp

This year’s camp will once again be held at Durley Camp and Retreat Center near Greenville, IL.
We hope and pray that you will be able to join us
and bring some new friends. It will be an exciting
year with dynamic new speakers, exciting new
activities and a beautiful location with breathtaking views overlooking the lake. Harvest Ministry
Team will be there once again to provide us with
music and worship.
This camp will be open to youth entering 6th
grade through entering 12th grade. Post-High
campers are very welcome and encouraged to
register as a camper although these individuals
may be used in areas of leadership as needed.
Activities at Durley Camp include ziplining,
swimming, canoeing, kayaking, paddle boats,
campfires, volleyball, basketball, 9-square,
4-square, gaga pit, and much more.
Please “like” our Facebook page “Epworth
Journey Church Camp” for developing details,
snippets of plans, and the upcoming release of

who our speaker will be.
Begins:
Ends:
Deans:
Email:
Phone:

Monday, July 29, 1:00 p.m.
Friday, August 2, 11:00 a.m.
Deborah Riddle and Amy Ellis
driddle@jasperhealth.org
618-562-4429

Junior/Senior Camper ID TG930
Price:
$250 ($25 Discount for early registration. $225 if registered and paid in full by April 15)
No other discounts available for this session
Post High School Camper ID TG935
One year past high school
Price:
$250 ($25 Discount for early registration. $225 if registered and paid in full by April 15)
No other discounts available for this session
Adult Sponsor ID TG940
Ages:
21 and older,
approved by dean
Price:
$100
No discounts available for this session
Child of Adult Sponsor ID TG930T
Grade: Entering 5th and under.
This will be for minor children
of adults working camp.
Price:
$25
No discounts available for this session

Epworth Journey On…
Fishing for Families

(Or - God really did make bluegills to teach
kids how to fish!!)
God is sending Love and Peace through Fishing for children and some member of their
family at the Fishing for Families Camp.
Many of the Grandpas that are out there today
were taught to fish by their Grandpas, and
so on. My Dad taught me to fish, release fish,
drive a boat, and value a day on the water
more than almost any other.
Through this New camping program, youth,
ages 8 – 18, and their family (one youth and
one family member) will spend a weekend

Trip Camp
If you enjoy water, earth, and sky as the
basic backdrop, you want to consider
canoeing the lower Wisconsin River. We
focus on God through canoeing, camping,
cooking, sharing, singing, and just being
with a group in a water and woods
primitive-tent-camp setting. (Children
under Senior High School must be
accompanied by an adult.)

at the Durley Camp, near Greenville, learning
about fish, cooking, making your own lures,
hearing Jesus’ words about fishing, and enjoying the outdoors.
Begins:
Ends:
Dean:
Email:
Phone:

Friday October 4,
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. registration
Sunday afternoon October 6
(after Tournament)
Chuck Cunningham
historyguy542002@yahoo.com
618-553-1245

Fishing for Families Camper ID: TG960

Price:
$175 ($25 Discount for early registration. $150.00 if registered and paid in full
by April 15) no other discounts available for
this session
Adult Sponsor ID TG965
Ages:
21 and over, approved by Dean
Price:
$85
No discounts available for this session

Junior Sponsor ID: TG970
Ages:
16 - 20, approved by Dean
Price:
$85
No discounts available for this session

What are Sponsors?

Sponsors at Epworth are adults who have been
approved in advance by the dean of the camp
and who serve as assistants to core staff.
All staff, volunteer and paid (includes sponsors),
must submit a camping volunteer form, available at www.igrc.org/camping, and participate
in training prior to camp. Persons 18 and older
must also undergo a background check. Submit
a camping volunteer form to “Camping, P.O.
Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207” well
in advance but no later than May 31st. Please
check with the dean of the camp for training
dates.

the current
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C A M P I N G

Beulah Camp Descriptions
We want to invite you to join us at Beulah
Youth Institute for a week of Christian growth
and community. Each day will be filled with
worship, individual and small group Bible
study, food, fellowship, and making memories!
You will have the opportunity to choose
between six to eight seminars daily as well
as a wide variety of recreational options. Our
seminars cover a wide range of topics and
although most are co-ed, there are options
for gender specific topics offered on certain
days. Seminars are an opportunity for you
to learn more and grow deeper in an area of
your choice. Our recreation options include,
but are not limited to: team sports, tournaments, individual athletic games such as
cornhole, board games, card games, and
crafts. After recreation and/or evening activity
there will be some down time, so you are able
to get cleaned up for our traditional evening
worship. Dress clothes are NOT required for
evening worship; however, traditionally our
students enjoy getting a little dressed up for
the evening services.
While many churches attend as a youth group
bringing their own sponsors and staying in
church owned cabins, we also offer dorms
and dorm sponsors to accommodate campers
coming without their youth group or sponsors. So please do not hesitate to join us!
If you are interested in Beulah Youth Institute
but still have questions before making your
final decision to register, please e-mail Lauren
Cole at drumrgrl_82@hotmail.com. I would
be happy to answer any and all questions to
make your 2019 camping season the best it
can be!

Beulah the Beginning

Join us this year at Beulah the Beginning
Camp 2019 for “INCREDIBLE FAITH”. Jump into
Scripture with us as we meet Mr. Obedient,
The Fire Trio, Professor Positive, Mr. 300 Man,
Builder Man, Bravery Girl, Ark Man and, of
course, the Mightiest Hero of All - Jesus!
It’s going to be a super time for your kids as
they will be captivated through hands-on
Bible stories, energetic games, creative crafts,
movie night in the Tabernacle, wild & wacky
games, and meaningful worship. We’re going
to have an incredible time as we learn how
our heroes of the Bible trusted in God, listened to God, overcame obstacles, and fought
for their faith. And the best part, kids will learn
when we put our faith in Jesus and ask Him to
be our Savior we can have “INCREDIBLE FAITH,”
too. So be “super” this year and sign your kids
up for camp!

Beulah Bible Camp

Beulah Bible Camp is a four-day and threenight camp designed especially for students
who are entering 5th, 6th and 7th grades. Our
theme this year is, “JOY: Jesus, Others, You.” We
have an exciting camp planned with worship,
Bible studies, games, crafts, and high-energy
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Beulah Youth Institute (BYI)

G U I D E

outdoor recreation. We will also have special
evening activities and devotions each night
of camp. Come prepared to make new friends
and renew old friendships from previous
years. Join us for the most exciting week of
your summer!

Beulah Jr. High Alive

Our theme this year is “Jesus Wept”, taken
directly from John 11:35. We invite you to join
us as we explore the human side of the Divine
Jesus. What does it mean for Jesus to be human and experience human emotions, and
what can it mean for us today? Come, and we
can learn together! We are looking forward to
a week full of worship led by Harvest Ministry
Team, as well as our awesome speakers and
seminar leaders. This year we are excited to
experience camp in a brand-new way through
recreational activities, crafts, and missions.
This will be a week that you won’t want to
miss! Join us!

Beulah Holiness Camp

Beulah Holiness Camp begins with the evening service at 7:30 p.m., July 26, and ends
with the final service Friday, August 2. NO
meals will be served on Friday, July 26.
This historic and intergenerational camp offers a diversity of programs for people of all
ages with an emphasis on the proclamation
of scriptural holiness. Holiness Camp lends a
spiritual retreat setting and has done so since
1903. It also provides a contemporary Gospel
message in an historical setting. Age-specific
programs are available for children, youth,
college and career young adults, and older
adults. The youth program will officially kick
off Saturday, July 27. Activities for junior high
and high school students will include worship
time with ministry team, Christian teaching,
awesome recreation with others, as well as
fantastic mission opportunities and community outreach.

What are Sponsors and Junior Sponsors?

Sponsors at Beulah are adults (at least age 18
and three years older than the oldest camper)
who have been approved in advance by the
dean of the camp and who serve as assistants
to core staff.
Junior Sponsors are youth (ages 16 - 18 and
at least three years older than the oldest
camper) who have been approved in advance
by the dean of the camp and who serve as assistants to core staff. Additional requirements,
including references, may apply according to
camp.
All staff, volunteer and paid (includes sponsors of all ages), must submit a volunteer
form, available at www.igrc.org/camping,
and participate in training prior to camp.
Persons 18 and over must also undergo a
background check. Submit a volunteer form
to “Camping, P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL
62794-9207” well in advance but no later
than May 31st. Please check with the dean
of the camp for training date.

Week June 16 – 22
Beulah Youth Institute (BYI)

Grades: 8 – 13
Begins: Sunday, June 16, 3:00 p.m.
Ends:
Saturday, June 22, 9:30 a.m.
Dean:
Lauren Cole
E-mail: drumgrl_82@hotmail.com
Phone: 618-694-4064
Price:
$260
Camp ID: BC233 ($25 Discount for
early registration. $235 if registered and
paid in full by April 15) No other discounts
available for this session

Beulah Youth Institute
(BYI) - Adult Sponsor
Age:
Begins:
Ends:
Price:
Camp ID:

Adults, approved by dean
Sunday, June 16, 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 22, 9:30 a.m.
$110
BC235 No discounts
available for this session

Beulah Youth Institute
(BYI) - Junior Sponsor
Age:

Young Adult 18 - 20
approved by dean
Begins: Sunday, June 16, 3:00 p.m.
Ends:
Saturday, June 22, 9:30 a.m.
Price:
$110
Camp ID: BC237 No discounts
available for this session
All Junior sponsors must be at least
three years older than the oldest student

Week June 23 – 29
Beulah the Beginning

Grades: 2 – 4
Begins: Friday, June 28, 10:00 a.m.
Ends:
Saturday, June 29, 1:30 p.m.
Dean:
Lindsay Vollmar
E-mail: lvollmar@stmatthewumc.org
Phone: 618-660-7552
Price:
$105
Camp ID: BC213 ($25 Discount for early
registration. $80 if registered and paid
in full by April 15) No other discounts
available for this session

Beulah the Beginning Adult Sponsor
Age:
Begins:
Ends:
Price:
Camp ID:

Adults, approved by dean
Friday, June 28, 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, June 29, 1:30 p.m.
$30
BC215 No discounts
available for this session

Beulah the Beginning Junior Sponsor
Age:

Young Adult 16 – 20,
approved by dean
Begins: Friday, June 28, 10:00 a.m.
Ends:
Saturday, June 29, 1:30 p.m.
Price:
$30
Camp ID: BC217 No discounts
available for this session

Beulah Bible Camp

Age:
5–7
Begins: Monday, June 24, 9:30 a.m.
Opening assembly begins at 11:00 a.m.
Ends:
Thurday, June 27, 4:00 p.m.
Dean:
Debbie Randoll

15

E-mail: the2drs@hotmail.com
Phone: 618-889-2809
Price:
$185
Camp ID: BC223 ($25 Discount for early
registration. $160 if registered and paid in
full by April 15) No other discounts available for this session

Beulah Bible Camp
Adult Sponsor
Age:
Begins:
Ends:
Price:
Camp ID:

Adults, approved by dean
Monday, June 24, 9:30 a.m.
Thurday, June 27, 4:00 p.m.
$60
BC225 No discounts
available for this session

Beulah Bible Camp
Junior Sponsor
Age:

Young Adult 16 – 20,
approved by dean
Begins: Monday, June 24, 9:30 a.m.
Ends:
Thursday, June 27, 4:00 p.m.
Price:
$60
Camp ID: BC227 No discounts
available for this session

Week July 7 – 13
Beulah Jr. High Alive

Grades: 6 – 8
Begins: Tuesday, July 9, 10:30 a.m.
Ends:
Saturday, June 13, 11:00 a.m.
Dean:
Jessie George
E-mail: jessica.george@garrett.edu
Phone: 314-637-9054
Price:
$180
Camp ID: BC243 ($25 Discount for early
registration. $155 if registered and paid
in full by April 15) No other discounts
available for this session

Beulah Jr. High Alive Adult Sponsor
Age:
Begins:
Ends:
Price:
Camp ID:

Adults, approved by dean
Tuesday, July 9, 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, July 13, 11:00 a.m.
$75
BC245 No discounts
available for this session
Camp ID: BC245C - CORE STAFF ONLY

Beulah Jr. High Alive Junior Sponsor
Age:

Young Adult 16 – 20,
approved by dean
Begins: Tuesday, July 9, 10:30 a.m.
Ends:
Saturday, July 13, 11:00 a.m.
Price:
$100
Camp ID: BC248 No discounts
available for this session

Week July 26 – Aug 2
Beulah Holiness Camp
Grades:
Begins:
Ends:

All ages
Friday, July 26, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, August 2,
following 7:30 p.m. service
Questions: Contact Ruby Joy Bronke
7651 Farmers Mkt. Rd.
Tamaroa, IL 62888
Phone: 618-318-6322
E-mail: rubyjoyb@earthlink.net

the current
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Senior High

March 1 - 3, 2018
Cost: $140
/srhighinitiative
gister: www.igrc.org
More Information/Re
: @igrcyouth
Follow on Facebook
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Important Registration
Information for 2019
SUBMITTING
REGISTRATION FORM:
• Register Online: It’s quick and
easy to register for camp by going
to www.igrc.org/camping and
completing the online registration,
open on January 8.
• Download the Registration
Form: You may also download the
registration form from www.igrc.
org/camping, fill it out by hand,
and send it completed to the camp
office.
• Ask Us to Send the Registration
Form to You: Call the camp office
(217.529.3007), and we’ll email or
mail the form to you.
• NOTE: Those who are registering
for family, adult/child camps must
complete a separate registration
form for each participant.

PAYMENTS AND
DEPOSITS:
• Deposit: A minimum registration
deposit of $50 per camp, per person,
is required. Balance is due 3 weeks
prior to the start of camp. NOTE:
To receive the early bird fee – full
payment and registration must be
received by the early bird deadline,
April 15.
• Credit Card Payments: Credit cards
(Master Card and Visa) are accepted.
If you register online there is a
place to include your credit card
information. If you register through
the mail, you must communicate the
card information on the registration
form. Credit card payments are not
accepted over the phone. NOTE: A
3% transaction fee is added to the
amount charged.
• Payments by Check: Please make
your check payable to “IGRC” and
mail it to:
IGRC Camping Office
PO Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207
Be sure to note the camper’s name
and camp number on all checks. For
proper credit, checks must be sent
to the Springfield camping office.
Please do not take payment to the
campsite.

EMAIL ADDRESSES
AND RECEIPT OF
REGISTRATION
CONFIRMATION:
If you have an email address, we ask that
you provide it to us on the registration.
By providing an email address, you
will shortly receive a confirmation
letter with the Health and Permission
Form attached. Other forms specific
to a camp (e.g., a dean’s letter and/or
camp site information letter) may be
downloaded from the www.igrc.org/
camping website. If an email address

Scholarships available for all camps!
Apply today: www.igrc.org/registrationforms

is not provided, you will receive your
confirmation letter and Health and
Permission Form through the postal
service approximately two weeks after
processing. If you have any questions
regarding the information received,
or if it is in any way incorrect, please
contact us immediately. We work very
hard to make the check-in process go as
smoothly as possible for all campers.

HEALTH AND
PERMISSION FORM:
The Health and Permission form must be
completed in full and be presented at the
camp upon checking in. If you complete
the Health and Permission form online
with your registration, you must print
the Health and Permission form and
present it at camp upon checking in.
This health form will be included with a
confirmation of the camp registration.
It is also available on the website under
Downloadable Forms & Resources or by
calling the camping office. Please do not
mail the form to the camping office. It
must be delivered directly to the camp
on the day of arrival.

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE:
Registration deadline is 3 weeks prior to
the start of camp. Registrations received
less than 3 weeks before the start of
camp must be approved by the camp
office or camp dean.

CANCELLATION POLICY:
Overnight and Day Camps

In all cases, an attempt will be made
to reschedule a camper into another
week of camp. The parent or guardian
of the camper must submit a request for
cancellation in writing to the Springfield
Camping Office. Refunds for health
reasons are available upon request. Full
refunds will not be made after the start
of camp. If it is not possible to reschedule
the camper, the cancellation refund
policy is as follows:
45 days prior to camp�������������� Full refund
31-44 days prior to camp��������Refund of 80%
30 days prior to camp�������������� No refund.
Emergencies will be negotiated.

GRADES/CABINMATE
REQUESTS:
The grade listed in the brochure is the
grade the camper will be entering in the
fall of 2019. We will do our best to honor
cabinmate requests provided the request
is made by both campers. We also believe
that there is great value in encouraging
campers to make new friends. Please call
or email if you have any questions.

CAMPER INSURANCE:
Insurance for registered campers
is provided through the IGRC
accidental insurance program. This is a
supplemental policy. The participant’s
own health insurance is the primary
coverage for the camper.
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Discounts and Scholarships
Early Bird Discount!
If you register and pay in full by April
15, 2019 you may deduct $25 from the
cost of your camp, if applicable. Online
registration for this discount will end at
11:59 p.m. on April 15 and postmarks
will be used to determine if the April 15
deadline was met for those registering
and/or paying by mail. NOTE: Payment
“in full” includes any contribution your
church will make toward the cost of the
camp. Please note that some camps
are not eligible for this discount. This
will be indicated next to the camp’s ID
number.

Sibling Discount
Campers attending East Bay, Little
Grassy, or the Canoe Trip programs
are eligible to receive $25 off the cost
of each additional sibling that registers after the first child of a family. For
example, Child A registers for camp and
is charged the full price of their camp.
Child B and Child C are siblings of Child
A, so each of them receives $25 off the
cost of their camp. Please note that
some camps are not eligible for this
discount. This will be indicated next to
the camp’s ID number.

Bring-A-Friend Discount
Returning campers attending East Bay,
Little Grassy, or the Canoe Trip programs are eligible to receive $25 off the
cost of camp for each additional friend
they bring to camp that has not attended any IGRC Camp in the last three
years. This discount can apply multiple
times and is only limited by the cost
of camp. A returning camper attending a camp costing $450 could invite
18 new friends and attend completely
free. Friends must identify the name of
the friend that invited them on their
registration form and returning campers will identify who they have invited
on theirs.
Friends must attend during the same
week of camp, though the same program is not required.
This discount will be applied after the
camp session happens. A refund will be
issued for the discount that is applied
to the account. Please note that some
camps are not eligible for this discount.
This will be indicated next to the camp’s
ID number.
Friend and Sibling discounts cannot be
used for the same person. A child bringing their sibling for the first time will
either receive the friend discount or the
sibling will receive the sibling discount,
they will not both receive a discount.

Scholarships
We believe everyone that has a desire
to attend camp should not have any
barriers to making this a reality. This in-

cludes financial barriers. Each summer
we partner with families and churches
to ensure that no camper misses out on
an opportunity to have a life changing
experience at camp. Our scholarship
fund is set up to assist families that
need support to make camp a reality. The amount available is based on
the need of each family, the amount
available from their local church if
applicable, and the amount of funds
available in the scholarship account
to be distributed. In 2018, no one with
a need was turned away and we are
committed to working hard to continue
this trend. Before a family applies we
encourage you to check with your local
congregation to see what funds may be
available. Many of our churches have
money available to assist in covering a
portion of the cost of camp. To apply for
a scholarship and to learn more check
out www.igrc.org/registrationforms
and click on “Camper Scholarship Application”. Complete this form prior
to registering for camp and send it to
IGRC Camping, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207. Applicants will be
informed of their application status and
approved scholarship amount as soon
as possible after the form is received.

FAQs:
Q-1: If I miss the Early Bird deadline,
can you make an exception for my
family?
A-1: Unfortunately, we cannot make
exceptions for any of our discount policies. We have spent a lot of time setting
the parameters for these policies and
to be fair to all we must consistently
apply these policies which also includes
deadlines.
Q-2: Why are discounts not available
for all summer camp programs?
A-2: Discounts are intended to help
offset the cost of our traditional camping programs. Some of our programs
are shorter, specially priced, or are
predominantly run by volunteers which
already substantially lowers the cost of
camp for those programs.
Q-3: What is ACA accreditation and
which camps are accredited?
A-3: The American Camp Association
(ACA) is recognized worldwide as the
leading organization in setting high
standards and guidelines for camping
programs. To be accredited, camps are
visited regularly and documentation is
consistently submitted to ensure we are
meeting their rigorous standards in all
areas of our site’s management including: camper safety, facility upkeep, food
service, and various program elements.
East Bay and Little Grassy are proud to
be ACA accredited sites and work hard
year-round to ensure that we are meeting the high standards set by the ACA.

www.igrc.org/camping
Find us on Facebook @IGRCCamps
Twitter @IGRC_Camping
C A M P I N G
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Nature, and Christ
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L-R, John Kraps, Rachel Berry, Seven & Fenix Grogan; Amy & Rev. Patriotis & daughter Sheera; young people returned to 1st UMC, to send Micah Patriotis, 3rd from right, to Basic Training in the Coast Guard.

SHELTERING RESIDENTS RECOVERING
FROM MICHAEL – ONE FAMILY AT A TIME
BY JOHN M. KRAPS

My wife and co-pastor, Rev. Rachel Berry, and I are
retired pastors from the Cal-Nevada Conference, who live
in Champaign, and winter in Venice, Fla. Over the years
Rachel kept hoping one of our children would want to
take their children camping, like we did while they were
growing up: Grand Canyon, Mesa Verde, Yellowstone,
etc., in our beloved Coleman popup trailer. But our youngest only
recently became engaged and our
two older married children seem
a number of years from producing
grandchildren. Meanwhile the
pop-up with so many fond
memories sat unused in our back
yard in Venice.
As Rachel read the stories of
homes destroyed by Hurricane
Michael in Panama City, Mexico
Beach and elsewhere, God
whispered in her ear: why not
spruce up the trailer and give it to
the relief effort to provide housing
off the sand and away from the
creepy-crawlies?
Rachel decided to call the
Florida Conference and was
referred to Laura Ice, Recovery
Coordinator. Laura checked with
some pastors in the panhandle

and received a very positive response from the Rev. Dr.
Themosticles “Themo” Patriotis, of Apalachicola First
UMC. On very short notice, we contacted our mobile
RV service tech who agreed—free of charge—to help us
renovate the pop-up for the eight-hour drive!!!! Rachel
lovingly cleaned the trailer to Operating Room standards!
Rev. Themo was delighted to see us pull in late the
next Saturday night. He was on hold with an intake call

trainer arranging for folks in his congregation to be
trained to take calls from people in the storm zone. He
welcomed us warmly saying, “We don’t call you snowbirds.
You are our ‘winter church family!’” When I asked Rev.
Themo how he planned to use our trailer, he replied that
there are still thousands of people living in tents on the
beach. The trailer would be used to give families safe and
more comfortable transition housing.
Next day, Seven Grogan, First UMC’s Children’s
and Outreach pastor, and his kids helped us set up the
trailer for viewing by the congregation as they arrived
for worship. Rachel and I joined the worship service on a
very full Sunday on which, for the first time since before
Michael hit, the church was not in disaster recovery mode.
No supplies to distribute. No volunteers to feed and house.
Even so, a very full service honored vets and said goodbye
to Micah Patriotis, Rev. Themo‘ s and Amy’s son. Micah,
who grew up in the church, left that afternoon for basic
training in the Coast Guard.
Rev. Patriotis announced that the first stage of
recovery – clearing downed trees, stringing electrical lines,
repairing roofs – was winding down. The church and
surrounding recovery organizations have begun planning
phase two. Citing the selection of deacons in Acts 6, he
asked for volunteers to serve as intake and follow-up
callers. “If you have a phone and a computer you can do
intake calls,” he explained.
To learn how you can help the recovery effort, call
Rev. Themo at 850-643-9530. While we left our dear tent
trailer with him and his congregation, we took our camping
memories—and our new church family friendships—with us.

Hurricane Michael disaster response

The Alabama-West Florida Conference is now opening
the response to Hurricane Michael to badged/credentialed
ERT teams from outside of our Annual Conference. This
invitation is extended to Conference ERTs within the
Southeastern Jurisdiction and to jurisdictions beyond.

Teams who wish to register should use the portal below.
Questions should be directed to the following resources:
www.hurricanemichaelrecovery.org

Needed: Groceries, fuel, water, and power are now widely
available in the impacted areas, but not everywhere. In
addition, several churches and Conference facilities received
significant damage. Therefore, all ERT teams must plan
on being self-sufficient. This self-sufficiency requirement
extends to sleeping arrangements. We are not able to even
offer a place to “throw down a few air mattresses.” Shower
facilities are not guaranteed at this time. Hotels in the area
are extremely difficult to find.

A dedicated email address for these efforts has been
created: hurricanemichaelrecovery@awfumc.org

A dedicated toll-free phone number has been established:
888-942-4477.

We are grateful to all of sisters and brothers throughout
the connection who stand with us through this recovery.
Blessings,
Rev. Robert E. Haynes, PhD
Disaster Response and Recovery Team Coordinator
Alabama/West Florida Conference

(ABOVE) Sheera Patriotis, pastor’s daugher; Fenix
Grogan and Seven’s daughter, model the camper.
(ABOVE LEFT) John Kraps, left, with the Rev. Dr.
Themistocles Patriotis, pastor of 1st UMC, Apalachicola,
Florida stand in front of the Coleman Pioneer
Chesapeake POP-Up tent trailer.
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Fairview Heights kicks
off national tour for
UM Communications
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS – Those visiting St.
Clair Square in Fairview Heights, Ill. Nov. 25, had
opportunity to gain a glimpse of the true meaning
of Christmas – complete with free hot cocoa, music
and several activities.

“The True Meaning of Christmas Tour,” sponsored by
The United Methodist Church, brought its signature
gift-wrapped truck to the mall as the first of a 11stop, 23-day nationwide tour. Local and surrounding
area residents had the chance to unwrap the joy of
Christmas and experience this cheerful event right
from the beginning.
Volunteers from Christ Church’ Fairview Heights
campus, St Matthew UMC in Belleville, First UMC

in O’Fallon, and Shiloh UMC will be
assisting the truck’s visitors for the
four-hour event. Guests were invited to
pick up a free hot chocolate, capture
memories at an interactive photo booth
and enjoy holiday music while spending
time with loved ones and meeting new
friends.
An on-site craft station provided a
venue for decorating greeting cards
that will be gifted to those in the care
of Belleville’s Memorial Convalescent
Care Center. Attendees are also invited
to share prayer requests, engage in
conversations about the reason behind
the season and to join congregations in
their community for Christmas services
and events.
"We want to help people remember that
celebrating Christmas is not about to-do lists and
shopping," shares Dan Krause, chief executive of
United Methodist Communications, which created
the tour in partnership with local churches.
In fact, research shows that commercialization and
gift purchasing are what people like least about
Christmas, while spending time with family and
friends and religious reflection/church are favorite
activities.
“Christmas is a mixed bag for many people,”
acknowledges Shane Bishop, senior pastor of Christ
Church. “We hope to inspire folks that there is hope,
healing, community and purpose to be found in

Thirty nine ordinands, spouses and members of IGRC congregations joined Bishop Beard on a Wesley
Heritage Tour in England Oct. 18-31, partially funded by a special offering at Annual Conference grounds
newly-ordained spiritual leaders in the heritage, doctrine and tradition within The United Methodist Church.
For more on the trip, read Bishop Beard's column on page 1.
Photo by Nic Showalter

Jesus Christ. And whether you are looking forward
to the holidays or dreading them, we would love for
you to be our guest at a United Methodist Church
during this season.”
This is the second year that the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference has been selected to host one of the
food truck stops. Last year, seven Champaign-Urbana
area churches hosted the truck Dec. 10, 2017, at the
Krannert Center on the campus of the University
of Illinois during the Center’s performance of The
Nutcracker Suite. “The True Meaning of Christmas
tour” will run through Dec. 17. Follow the tour
online at www.UnwrapChristmas.org and on social
media as #UnwrapChristmas.

Edwards, Monroe
new PASBF assistants

This ministry was supported by grants from
Illinois Great Rivers Conference Board of Global
Ministries, Fellheimer Foundation, Kinmundy
Foundation, and donations from various
churches and individuals in Illinois.

ROBINSON FIRST RECOGNIZED
BY SAFE GATHERINGS

Volunteers in Mission

team busy in Philippines
BY DEB FOERTSCH

The Philippines Volunteers in Mission Team
comprised of Pastors Marc Brown, Eugene
Turner, Steve Granadosin (team co-leader),
Cecilia Granadosin (team co-leader), Sharon
Hicks, Madonna Foster, Deb Foertsch, Steve
Main, Deb Nuske, Cindy Cook and Patrick
Lindsey had some truly memorable experiences
serving in ministry in Legazpi, Albay.
The Team helped repair Legazpi, United
Methodist Church which is now at the center
of a new Annual Conference in that region, a
gateway to ministries in the southern part of the
Philippines. Representatives from Hope United
Methodist Church (north central Philippines)
also helped with the mission. The in-country
coordinator was Euli Mella.
Aside from the repair of the church, the
group did various ministries including:
• An eyeglass ministry serving 260 people
with 160 receiving glasses
• 20 youth learned to make cajon percussion
instruments
• Around 30 participated in a training for
church workers

ROBINSON – Robinson First UMC
became the first church to earn special
recognition from Safe Gatherings, the
company with which the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference has partnered to
provide an online option for background
checks, reference checks, and training in
the protection of vulnerable people.

As part of this recognition, the church
received several window clings (see photo),
marked with the year of recognition, to display throughout
their church in places where members and guests can see that a
program is in place that uses best efforts to ensure that their loved
ones are in a safe environment while involved in their church activities.
Continued recognition requires continued efforts toward keeping
everyone safe in the church’s ministries.
Safe Gatherings is an online abuse prevention program that screens and
educates staff and volunteers to help prevent abuse of children, youth, and
vulnerable adults in group settings. When employees and volunteers are
trained to identify potential abusers, recognize the signs of abuse, and know
how to handle reporting, they are better equipped to prevent abuse.
Every church in the conference is already entered into the online Safe
Gatherings system, and the setup fee has been paid. Each church choosing
to access this system is responsible to pay the per-person fee for their
own staff and volunteers. For more information and a link to access the
Safe Gatherings system, please visit www.igrc.org/safegatherings.

SUNSET HOME ANSWERS THE QUESTION, ‘WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?’
BY TRACY HAGMAN
Director of Development Sunset Home

Roxy’s story is an example of how Sunset Home
provides care for the entire person no matter their
financial security. Her story is one of abandonment, love,
support, betrayal, abuse, illness, insecurity and finally a
loving, caring community.
Roxy was born into a world of silence to parents who
were unable to care for their children. She and her five
sisters were adopted into separate homes and most would
never see each other again. She was blessed with loving
adoptive parents, who were compassionate and able to
access specialized educational opportunities for her through
Illinois School for the Deaf. Despite this childhood, Roxy
found adulthood difficult with her disability as an adult.
Some of those choices included a dependency on nicotine,
alcohol and drugs compromising her health and safety.
Diagnosed with advanced cancer, Roxy declined in
health and was betrayed by her daughter who stole her

opioid prescription painkillers leaving her to the hands of
an abusive man. With her health ruined and no viable care
giving options, Roxy, at age 61 came to Sunset Home. She
was in fragile health, experiencing unsafe living conditions,
malnutrition, and living in her world of silence with
compromised communication ability due to the cancer.
The nursing staff at Sunset realized the communication
barrier and made proper accommodations. Roxy
immediately found people who cared about her as an
individual. Roxy’s health improved enough for her to be
released back home. Unfortunately, home was not a good
place for Roxy as a relationship with an abusive man
placed her at physical risk. She soon was taken back to the
hospital ER and then discharged to Sunset where she would
remain until her cancer claimed her life.
Sunset Home provided Roxy with a loving family in her
last days on earth, surrounded by love as she passed from
this life. Upon Roxy’s death, her POA called Sunset Home’s
Chaplain, Rev. Dixie Croxton, expressing their thanks for

all that Sunset Home had done for Roxy. At a beautiful
graveside service, we celebrated Roxy’s life as a child of God.
Roxy’s life is forever woven into the tapestry of
the lives of the staff of Sunset Home. Jesus was asked
the question, “Who is my Neighbor?” We answer;
our neighbor is anyone who is in need. Sunset Home
becomes family to all and is an extension of our local
church in ministry. We provide benevolent healthcare
to those who are unable to pay the full cost of their
care, which averages 60% of our census. We ask, if
our community and churches do not care for these
individuals, who will?
For more information on giving opportunities,
contact Tracy Hagman, Development Director, Sunset
Home, 418 Washington St., Quincy, IL 62301, phone 217223-2636. Please visit www.sunsethome.org and Golden
Cross Ministries at www.igrc.org/goldencross.
From our family to yours we wish you a Merry
Christmas and blessings to all.
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• Around 80 children benefited from the
ministries with grade school and youth
• A sewing class for 23 women also helped
provide 6 electric and 3 treadle sewing
machines for use by the sewing ministries in
three churches.
• A mass baptism/reaffirmation of faith was
held with 38 baptisms and 62 reaffirmations
of faith from five churches.

SPRINGFIELD – Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund has announced the hiring
of two new Regional Assistants. The Rev. Bob
Edwards will serve in the southern part of the
conference while Rev. Sharon Monroe will serve
in the northern section.
21
The positions became open when the Rev.
Brad Henson resigned to take a fulltime appointment in Albion and the
Rev. Phil Icenogle retired from the
position. PASBF is grateful for the
excellent work both Brad (and wife
Donna) and Phil (and wife Judy)
provided to our retirees and spouses.
Bob Edwards (wife Linda) served
38 years in the former Southern Illinois Conference including
serving as the Superintendent in the former Vandalia District. Bob
and Linda currently live in Mascoutah.
Sharon Monroe (husband Ron) served over 20 years in the
former Central IL and Illinois Great Rivers Conferences. She retired
from Mansfield in 2015. Sharon and Ron currently live in Fairbury.
Edwards begins his position this month and Monroe begins
Jan. 1.
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Photos courtesy of the Midwest Mission Distribution Center

MMDC responds to Wisconsin
flooding due to your donations

When the floods hit Wisconsin, Midwest Mission responded within 24 hours. On Sept. 4, 2018, you
donated a total of 2,555 hygiene kits, 5,040 cleaning kits (flood buckets), and 2,060 school kits to the Wisconsin
Disaster Relief Distribution Center to support their local communities after receiving rainfall that caused flood
damage to multiple counties in that area.
The hygiene kits gave individuals the essential hygiene items while they were in shelters. The cleaning
kits were there for families to start the clean-up process in their homes and will be used by United Methodist
Emergency Response Teams (ERTs) from around the county. The school kits helped replenish school supplies
and book bags for 2,060 children that had lost their book bags due to the flood. Midwest Mission will continue
to monitor and take calls for support as any type of disaster takes place in the world.

Palmer honored by McKendree
University with Peter Akers Award
LEBANON – IGRC retired
pastor the Rev. Dr. Miley Palmer
was among alumni honored by
McKendree University Oct. 27
for its class of 2018 honorees.
Palmer received the highest
alumni honor, the Peter Akers
Award for professional success,
outstanding service and
loyalty. The 1958 McKendree
graduate majored in English
with a history minor and was
involved in the Philosophian
Society, chorus, Chapel Choir,
Men’s Quartet, wrestling team,
Methodist Student Movement,
and school newspaper. He cofounded “Help Week,” which
replaced “Hell Week” and began
a tradition of student volunteer
service in the community.
He earned a master’s degree in Divinity from Garrett
Biblical Institute and a doctoral degree in Ministry from
Christian Theological Seminary. For 42 years he served
as a pastor at a variety of churches in the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference and its predecessor conferences,
including nine years as campus minister at the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and six years as
superintendent of the Peoria District (93 total churches).
After retiring, he became a full-time chaplain at
Decatur Memorial Hospital, where he served for 20 years
on the Institutional Review Board and Medical Ethics
Committee. Palmer is currently Minister of Visitation
for Decatur First UMC. He is involved in interfaith

activities, particularly with a local mosque,
and enjoys preaching across denominations,
from Unitarian to Roman Catholic. He has
composed 18 hymns and written a book to
provide a curriculum for use in the church.
He has helped recruit 36 men and women to
the Methodist ministry.
Palmer has been honored by GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary, Theta Phi
Honors fraternity, and the IGRC. He helps
guide Decatur’s Racial Taboo initiative and
received the local NAACP chapter’s Joe Slaw
Civil Rights Award. A Rotarian for 43 years,
he has held every local leadership role in his
Rotary Club.
Palmer is a proud alumnus, William
McKendree Society donor, McKendree
University trustee, Friend of the Hett and
Bearcat Booster who visits his alma mater
often. He served as president of the Alumni
Association Board of Directors and was an Alumni Board
member for more than 20 years.
He and his wife Janet have four children: Elizabeth,
Mary, Michael, and Patricia; five grandchildren, nine
great grandchildren, and one great-great grandchild.
Other honorees include Loyal Service Award Paul
Kettwich of O’Fallon (Class of 1973; the induction of Dr.
John Pleas (Class of 1960) of Nashville, Tenn., Charmaine
Savage (Class of 1989) of East St. Louis and Dr. Karyle
Penelton (Class of 2003) to the school’s Academy of
Excellence; and the naming of Dr. Patrick Sears (Class of
2008) of Troy, Erin Conner (Class of 2008) of Belleville,
Ashley Garland-Simpson (Class of 2008) of Belleville and
Braden Posey (Class of 2010) as the 2018 Rising Stars.

Bishop's latest catch: 50 pound catfish caught in SC
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FAQ about the 2019 Special Called General Conference
A special session of the General Conference, possessing the authority and
exercising all the powers of the General Conference, may be called by the
Council of Bishops, or in such other manner as the General Conference may from
time to time prescribe, to meet at such time and in such place as may be stated in
the call. Such special session of the General Conference shall be composed of the
delegates to the preceding General Conference or their lawful successors, except
that when a particular annual conference or missionary conference shall prefer
to have a new election it may do so. The purpose of such special session shall be
stated in the call, and only such business shall be transacted as is in harmony with
the purpose stated in such call unless the General Conference by a two-thirds
vote shall determine that other business may be transacted. - from 2016 United
Methodist Book of Discipline

The time required for translation combined with negotiating for less expensive
rates by packaging the 2019 and 2020 General Conference translation contracts
together resulted in several weeks elapsing between the submission of the
Commission on a Way Forward Report to the Commission on the General
Conference and the release of the report in four languages.
9. Has the Judicial Council made its final ruling on the three plans? The Council
of Bishops’ request that the Judicial Council review the constitutionality of the
three plans submitted by the Commission on a Way Forward is on the docket for
the October 23-26, 2018, Judicial Council meeting. Constitutional issues identified
by the Judicial Council with one, two or all three of the plans will enable delegates
to make corrective amendments during the February 23-26, 2019 General
Conference.

2. What is the meaning of the judicial council ruling that other plans could be
submitted to the 2019 Special Session of General Conference in addition to
those submitted by the Commission on a Way Forward? The July 9, 2018, revised
call for a Special Session of the General Conference states that the “purpose of
this Special Session of the General Conference shall be limited to receiving and
acting upon a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based upon the
recommendations of the Council of Bishops.” Judicial Council Decision No. 1360
states that other petitions may be submitted by organizations, and lay/clergy
members as long as they are in harmony with the purpose declared for the called
General Conference.

10. What is the order of the presentation of the proposals? We do not yet
know the order of agenda for the 2019 Special Session of General Conference.
The Commission on the General Conference is working to determine this and
will publish it when they deem appropriate.

1. What’s the difference between a called General Conference and the one in
2020?

The executive committee of the Commission on the General Conference
is collaborating with the design team consisting of representatives of the
Commission on a Way Forward, Council of Bishops and 2019 Special Session
hospitality team to design a process for determining what petitions are in
harmony with the called General Conference. The ultimate authority for these
decisions lies with the Commission on the General Conference. (For more
information see: www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-the-generalconference-determines-petition-process)
3. Will there be other petitions submitted? Judicial Council Decision 1360 rules
that petitions in harmony with the purpose of the called General Conference
will be received for consideration by the 2019 Special Session of the General
Conference delegates. 79 petitions have been submitted in addition to the 48
offered by the Commission on a Way Forward. 18 have been ruled out of order
based on format or other errors. If no formatting issues are found with the
remaining 61, they will be printed in the Advance Daily Advocate (the official
journal of the General Conference). However all decisions about “harmony
of petitions” will ultimately be reviewed by the Committee on Reference, in
accordance with the Plan of Organization and Rules of Order of the General
Conference. Any petitions that they deem to be not “in harmony” will be
withdrawn from consideration.
4. Why is this out of the hands of the Council of Bishops? Judicial Council
Decision 1360 included a footnote that gave clarity to the question about the
relationship between the Commission on a Way Forward and the Council of
Bishops. Footnote 6 reads, “The undertaking of a ‘complete examination’ of the
subject of human sexuality presupposes that there will be some kind of report,
document or study which supports the ‘possible revision of every paragraph in
our Book of Discipline regarding human sexuality,’ which, in turn, presupposes that
the Commission (not the Council of Bishops) will put forth legislation to fix the
problem. The special called General Conference is to consider ‘their work,’ i.e.,
whatever the Commission desires to put before General Conference in terms of
its ‘complete examination.’ ”
5. Was each of the three plans representative of a subset of the Commission on
a Way Forward? Each of the plans has the support of several Commission on a
Way Forward members. Also, Commission members worked as a team on the
entire report.
6. Was each of the three plans representative of a subset of the Council of
Bishops? Each of the three plans has the support of several bishops.
7. Why weren’t the Bishop’s votes recorded individually? The process used to
determine the Council of Bishops recommendation did not involve formal votes
on who would support which of the three models. Rather the active bishops
took written straw polls at various points in the discernment process. The only
formal vote taken was on a motion and rationale that combined: a) sending forth
all three proposals considered by the Commission and the Council of Bishops; b)
communicating that a majority of bishops preferred the one church model; and
c) including a historical narrative of the Council’s discernment process regarding
all three plans. The straw votes and the vote on the motion were all done by
written ballot without names attached.
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11. What will be the rules under which the 2019 Special Session of General
Conference operates? The 2019 Special Session of General Conference will
operate under the current standing rules established by the 2016 General
Conference unless sometime during the 2019 Special Session of General
Conference two-thirds of the voting delegates vote to change them.
12. What is required to pass a constitutional amendment? The first step in
passing a constitutional amendment is for two-thirds of the General Conference
to vote for it. Then it goes back to the Annual Conferences for a vote. If twothirds of the voting members of all 129 Annual Conferences across the globe vote
in favor of an amendment affirmed at General Conference, it passes.
13. What is the timeline of implementation of the chosen plan? The timeline
depends upon which proposed plan is adopted. Also, revisions changing the
timeline could be made to the current proposed plans by delegates of the
General Conference. The 2019 Special Session of General Conference has the
opportunity to set a direction for the United Methodist Church regarding our
approach to LGBTQ matters. Once we choose a direction with a plan, it will take
time to fully implement it.
The current version of the One Church plan could take effect on January 1, 2020
(See ¶ 508 – Legislation Effective Date). However in order to give the church
time to prepare for the changes, it is recommended that the plan not go fully into
effect until December 31, 2020.
The current version of the Connectional Conference plan would be
implemented in the following stages:
• Annual Conferences vote on amendments in 2019 and early 2020
• Jurisdictions and Central Conferences align with a Connectional Conference
in 2020

GENERAL CONFERENCE FAQ CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

Special session pre-registration online
Guests and observers to the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference, The United
Methodist Church’s top legislative assembly, may now pre-register online. General Conference
will meet in St. Louis, Missouri at the America’s Center Feb. 23-26, 2019.
Register online at: http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/special-session-pre-registrationnow-available
There is a suggested badge fee of $7 for early registration and $10 for on-site registration
to offset the costs of the credentialing process. Early registration is now available through Jan.
31.
Advance registration is not required and guests and observers may also register onsite.
Registration desks will be located inside Entry B of the Dome at America’s Center. On-site
registration opens on Feb. 22, at 2 p.m.

Volunteers needed for General Conference
Persons wishing to volunteer for hospitality and other committees working the special
session of General Conference in February 2019 may now apply to register.
Preference will be given to Missouri and Illinois Great Rivers members. All volunteers
will be required to sign a covenant agreement, liability waiver, participate in hospitality and
intercultural awareness training, as well as job-specific training.
For more information and to apply, visit: https://www.igrc.org/
generalconferencevolunteerinformation
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¶ 14. Article II.—The General Conference shall meet once in four years at such
time and in such place as shall be determined by the General Conference or by
its duly authorized committees. . .

8. Once the Commission on a Way Forward report was completed, why did
it take several weeks to translate it? The four languages of the General
Conference are English, French, Portuguese and Swahili. The Council of Bishops
and the Commission on the General Conference felt that releasing the report
in the four languages of the General Conference was important as it allowed
persons throughout the denomination access to the material in their preferred
language simultaneously..
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• Bishops align with a Connectional Conference by August 1, 2021
• Annual Conferences not in agreement with their Jurisdiction align with a
different Connectional Conference by August 1, 2021
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• Local Churches not in agreement with their Annual Conference align with a
Connectional Conference by July 1, 2022
• Clergy align with a Connectional Conference by July 1, 2022
• Organizational conferences of Connectional Conferences in Fall, 2022
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• 1st General Conference under new structure in 2025
The current version of the Traditionalist plan would be implemented in the
following stages:
• Each Annual Conference certify that they will “uphold, enforce, and maintain
the Discipline’s standards on LGBTQ marriage and ordination” by January
-February 2020
• Local Churches and Clergy Discernment and Decision to remain in
denomination or be in a self-governing body- March-April, 2020
• 2020 General Conference will address unfinished or deferred work that
flows from the 2019 General Conference
• Annual Conferences discern their leadership for 2020-2024 in May-June 2020
• Residential Bishops must approve one of the two statements in ¶ 2801.7 in
May-June 2020
• Jurisdictional Conferences will occur in July 2020 for selection of new bishops,
based on previous decisions of annual conferences, local churches, clergy and need.
Existing bishops will be assigned to self-governing conferences, according to need

Two General Conference briefings
at Marion First UMC Dec. 3
SPRINGFIELD – Due to high demand, Bishop Frank J. Beard will be doing a SECOND
General Conference 2019 briefing on Monday, Dec. 3 at Marion First UMC from 1 to 3 p.m.
This is in addition to the 7 to 9 p.m. session already scheduled. Registration hasn't changed.
Go to: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/gc2019briefings to register.
Registration is capped at 150 just like the other sessions. The 7 to 9 p.m. session is
currently at capacity with those who had planned to attend the Nov. 15 session which
was postponed due to weather. If you wish to cancel your spot in the evening session,
contact Paul Black at pblack@igrc.org or Michele Willson at mwillson@igrc.org. When the
registration is cancelled, the 7 to 9 p.m. session will accept additional registrations until it
is at capacity again. If you wish to change your registration to the afternoon session, cancel
your evening registration above and re-register, choosing the 1 to 3 p.m. option for the
afternoon session.
Bishop Beard has also released a copy of his presentation. To download the Power
Point slides to your computer, go to: https://www.igrc.org/forms?topic=General%20
Conference%202019 and choose General Conference briefing slides.

• GCFA shall neither receive funds from nor send funds to annual conferences
listed under ¶ 2801.3 as of January 2021
14. What happens if none of the plans are approved? The 2016 Book of
Discipline will remain in effect unless the General Conference votes for a change.
15. What will be done to hold the church together, whatever happens? The
three plans put forth by the Commission on a Way Forward report are forms of
unity. They are different kinds of unity than we currently are experiencing – but
unity nevertheless. Each plan is designed as a way to help unify the church while
simultaneously providing sufficient space to respect our differences.
16. What should my church do if the plan isn’t what we want? We are a diverse
denomination with a range of understandings about many matters. If the plan
approved at the 2019 Special Session of General Conference does not align with
personal convictions, persons have the opportunity in our system to work for
change through legislative processes beginning in 2020.
17. Will jurisdictions still remain? Jurisdictions will remain if the One Church
plan or the Traditional plan is passed. If the Connectional Conference plan is
adopted, the current five U.S. jurisdictions will be replaced by three connectional
conferences based on perspectives about human sexuality, theology and doctrine.
18. What is the pension liability created by the plans for Annual Conferences?
The pension plans of the United Methodist Church have required benefits for
current service to be funded as earned since 1982. However, a fully funded
pension plan can become underfunded due to economic downturns which
produce lower than expected earnings or due to increased clergy life expectancy
resulting in longer periods of benefit payments which become the responsibility of
the annual conference and in turn, the local churches of the annual conference.
When additional contributions are required to restore a pension plan to fully
funded status, active congregations that have left the United Methodist Church
are no longer a source of funding for these critical contributions. However, these
former United Methodist congregations were previously served by pastors who
may be currently receiving pension benefits or due benefits in the future at their
retirement. Unless a former congregation accepts responsibility for its share of
future pension costs associated with pastors that served the congregation prior
to the church leaving the denomination, the pension funding obligations for its
former pastors will fall on the remaining churches in the conference.
Since future economic conditions and the life expectancies of individual pastors
are uncertain, the magnitude of future additional contributions is unknown.
However, it is possible to estimate the amount of additional funds needed to
outsource the obligations to an insurance company or similar party. Wespath
Benefits and Investments has developed a model for estimating an individual
church’s share of the additional funding needed to transfer the conference’s
pension liabilities to a commercial insurer.
A petition submitted to the 2019 Special Session of General Conference by the
Commission on a Way Forward and initiated by Wespath calls for local churches
which leave the denomination to contribute a pro rata share, as determined by
the conference, of the conference’s long-term pension obligations. In general,
transferring market and longevity risks of a pension plan to another party requires
paying that party to take on those risks. The proposed pension liability payment
compensates the conference for the risks the departing church is leaving behind
with the conference.
This concept was recognized and developed as various Way Forward scenarios
were considered. Currently, when a church closes or leaves the United Methodist
Church, the trust clause calls for the conference to receive all the church’s
property and assets. However, several petitions being submitted to the 2019
Special Session of General Conference call for relaxing or suspending the trust
clause, enabling a church to leave the United Methodist Church and retain its
property and assets.
The proposed pension liability payments made by departing churches would
help secure the benefit promises made during a history of clergy appointments
when those churches were part of the United Methodist Church, and reduce the
impact on the Connection of such church departures.
19. If a pastor leaves the denomination, does he or she lose his/her pension?
No. Pension benefits are fully vested when earned. However, persons who
terminate their membership in the denomination are not eligible to retire.
Currently, the benefits earned by such persons may be annuitized or withdrawn
based on the provisions of the current plan documents, usually after reaching a
certain age. However, clergy whose conference relationship is terminated will not
receive plan-funded cost-of-living increases, nor will their pensions increase from
post-termination increases in Denominational Average Compensation.
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United Methodists across the Illinois Great Rivers Conference have been gathering around tables for the
General Conference 2019 briefings led by Bishop Frank J. Beard.
Pictured here is table discussions at Edwardsville St. Johns UMC on Nov. 11 – the first of eight sessions.
Only two remain – at Marion First UMC Dec. 3. Persons have the choice of attending either the 1 to 3
p.m. or the 7 to 9 p.m. session.
Nearly 1,000 persons have registered for these events. Register online at www.igrc.org/gc2019briefings

The provisions of the current plan documents are subject to change based
on legislation that may be considered and adopted at the Special Session of
General Conference in 2019. If a petition developed by Wespath Benefits and
Investments and submitted by the Commission on a Way Forward is approved
at the 2019 Special Session of General Conference, exiting clergy will not lose
pension benefits they have earned, but the form of their benefits may change. The
petition calls for accrued pension benefits of a clergyperson who terminates to
be converted to an actuarially equivalent account balance. Such conversions help
limit a conference’s long-term liabilities.
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Services to Retired Clergy and Spouses:
• $1.5 Million to purchase Medicare
Supplement Plan

• Fall Banquets

• Assistance in Research Medicare
Part D Plans

• Pastoral Care

• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D
Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for
Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Health Miles Benefits for
Retirees and Spouses
• Fellowship Groups

• Seminar for Retirees and Spouses
• Presence at Funerals and
Presentation of Grave Markers
• Dental Loan Program
• Hearing Aid Program
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and
Spouses

Albion UMC
Allendale UMC
Alma UMC
Alton Main Street UMC
Astoria UMC
Barry UMC
Bartonville UMC
Belleville St. Matthew UMC
Benld UMC
Calhoun UMC
Carbondale First UMC
Carbondale Grace UMC
Carlyle UMC
Casey UMC
Caseyville UMC
Chauncey-Landis UMC, Sumner
Chester First UMC
Christ UMC; East Moline
Christ UMC; White Hall
Clay City UMC
Creal Springs UMC
Crescent City UMC
Decatur Central UMC
Decatur First UMC
Decatur Wesley UMC
Douglas UMC
Dwight UMC
East Peoria First UMC
Ebenezer UMC; McLean
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC
El Paso UMC
Elsah UMC
Enterprise UMC
Eureka UMC
Fisher UMC
Garver Brick UMC; Bible Study
Georgetown First UMC
Goreville UMC
Grant Park First UMC
Greenup UMC
Hoopeston UMC
Houston UMC
Hull UMC
Humboldt UMW
Jacksonville Grace UMC
Jerome UMC
Lancaster UMC
Lebanon First UMC
LeRoy UMC
Long Point UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Magnolia UMC
Manchester UMC
Manito UMC
Marion Aldersgate UMC

Marshall Armstrong UMC
Marshall First UMC; Faith Circle
McDowell UMC
McHenry UMC
McLeansboro UMC
Midland UMC
Milford UMC
Minonk UMC UMW
Mt. Vernon First UMC
Nashville Grace UMC
New Bethel UMC; Glen Carbon
New Hope UMC, Neponset
New Salem UMC
Nokomis UMC
Normal First UMC
Palmyra UMC
Parkville UMC, Tuscola
Pekin First UMC
Pekin Grace UMC
Peoria Bethel UMC
Pontiac First UMC
Port Byron Fairfield UMC
Quincy Vermont Street UMC
Rantoul First UMC
Raymond Community of Faith UMC
Roanoke UMC; choir & adult class
Robinson Otterbein UMC
Rochester UMC
Sesser UMC
Shields’ Chapel UMC, Canton
Shiloh UMC
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC
Springfield Jerome UMC
St. Joseph UMC
Staunton UMC
Stewardson UMC
Sunfield UMC
Texas UMC
Trinity Chapel UMC
Urbana Wesley UMC
Vermont Street UMC; Quincy
Virginia UMC
Ware UMC
Washington Evangelical UMC
Watson UMC
Weldon UMC
Wellington UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC, Eldorado
Wesley Chapel UMC, Shelbyville
West Eden UMC
West Frankfort Central UMC
West Olive Faith UMC, Bloomington
West Salem Trinity UMC, Mt. Vernon
Williamsville UMC
Zion Evangelical UMC, Pekin
Zion UMC

• $580 Thousand Contribution to
Pre-82 Plan.

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

