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Conference staff participated in the Second Annual Day of Giving at the Midwest Mission Distribution
Center.
Staff spent time assembling tornado totes and personal care kits which were delivered later this
afternoon. MMDC already delivered totes they had on hand, which ironically, were assembled from
supplies brought by IGRC churches to the 2018 Annual Conference.
Pictured from top, clockwise, Executive Director Chanel Corrie and Communications Ashley Earles
provide an orientation session before the group separates into smaller work groups (top); palettes
of cleaning buckets are kept in good supply as they are often shipped during various disasters.
Mike Potts, Doug Stone, Jill Stone and Kaskaskia District Superintendent Carol Lakota Eastin
assemble personal dignity kits. Beth Fender and Curtis Brown apply labels and tape tornado totes
that have been assembled by staff for shipment to Taylorville; and following a prayer over the totes
and other supplies, the group lined up for a group photo.

Photos by Paul Black and Bob Schafer

Blest be the tie that binds
Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard
appoints the following:
Robert Tepatti to Mt. Auburn, ¼ time,
Sangamon River District, effective Jan. 1
Robert Cook to Taylorville First: Associate, ½
time, Sangamon River District, effective Jan. 1.
Nathan Jeffries to West Salem Zion-EnterpriseWest, effective Jan. 1. This appointment adds
Enterprise and West to the charge with West
Salem Zion.

Charles Graul to Delavan, Illinois River District,
effective Jan. 1.
David Roderick to Troy: Associate Pastor of
Outreach and Mission, ¾ time, Mississippi River
District, effective Jan. 1. This is a first-time
appointment in the IGRC.
Tyson Parks, Jr. to Peoria Bethel, Illinois River
District, effective Jan. 1. Rev. Parks is a deacon
member of another annual conference and this is
a first-time appointment in IGRC.
Robert Herath to Roanoke-Secor, Vermilion
River District, effective Jan. 1.
Stacy Tomich to Marshall Trinity-DunlapMartinsville, Embarras River District, effective
Jan. 1. This appointment adds Martinsville to the
charge.
Cheryl Lynn Hendrix, full member deacon,
½ time to volunteer ministry, Carlinville UMC,
LaMoine River District, effective Dec. 1.
Enrico Esguerra to Goreville-Creal Springs,
Cache River District, effective Dec. 1. Rev.
Esquerra is an elder in the Philippines
Conference.
Kristi Linn Hopp to chaplain, U.S. Air Force,
effective Nov. 29.
Rebekah Dees-McMahon to therapist/
pastoral counseling, Bridgeway (extension
ministry), Illinois River District, effective Oct. 23,
2017.

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED ON 3

Deaths

Freda Duke, widow of lay pastor
Harry Duke, Jr. died Dec. 15 in
Greencastle, Ind.

Together with her husband, the
Dukes served in the former Central
Illinois Conference at Oliver,
Asbury, Auburn, Livingston and Darwin in the 1960’s
and 1970’s. Harry Duke passed away Jan. 27, 1973.
Freda was also the mother of Bill Duke who has served
Sugar Grove UMC in the Embarras River District for the
past 40 years.
Memorials may be made in her memory to the Marshall
Dunlap UMC.
Condolences may be sent to: Bill Duke, 4523 IL Hwy 1,
Paris IL 61944.

Christ in this sacred symbol of our common
connectional faith. I am bound together with
other believers because of the love of God
revealed and shared with us through the
sacred acts of Jesus (his birth, life, death and
resurrection).
I am bound together as a member of
God’s household through a common call
and commission from Christ to serve as his
ambassador to the world. I am bound together through a common commitment and
promise to abide by the godly standards of
faith and practice shared through God’s holy
word, the Bible. I am bound to other believers because of my intentional surrender and
pledge to die to self that I might be made
alive by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and
be used as a vessel for God’s glory.
As United Methodists, we have made
a pledge to express our loyalty through offering our prayers, our presence, our gifts,
our service, and our personal witness for
Jesus Christ. As United Methodists, we are
bound together by five official books and
one unofficial book that help us to maintain
a common core commitment; the Bible, our
Hymn book, our Book of Worship, our Book
of Discipline, and our Book of Resolutions.

The unofficial book, of
course, is our Cookbook!
We are blessed to
be Christians, and we
are blessed to live out
our Christian witness as
1
United Methodists. My
hope for 2019 is that we
will not allow anything
to divide or disrupt our unity. My hope is
that our focus will not be on the areas of
disagreement within our fellowship, but that
our focus will center upon the mission and
the ministry to which we are called as followers of Jesus Christ. The world needs our
light and our salt!
Please know that I am praying for our
denomination to reflect Jesus Christ and to
honor him as we seek to serve as conduits of
God’s grace and mercy to our needy world.
Happy New Year!
God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

Weekly prayer
meeting via
conference call

A New Year, a new you

Praying and reading the Bible together in 2019

BY ALETHA WEATHERALL
IGRC Prayer Team Coordinator

All of us have made New Year's resolutions
ranging from losing 15-30 unhealthy pounds,
starting a new exercise program, giving up habits
that do not benefit us and incorporating those
things that help us live a more fulfilling life.
It is fascinating that people will go a great
length to make New Year's resolution -- getting
rid of food that tempt their cravings, buying
exercise equipment and signing up for a gym
membership.
I've wondered when individuals are resolving if they ever considered making a "Spiritual
Resolution."
• Have we ever considered resolving to
pray daily for our church and all of our
leaders?
• Have we ever considered being more
proactive in praying for our neighbors and
all who may be going through the storms
of life?
As the IGRC Prayer Coordinator, I would like
to challenge everyone to look at this yearly

Retired pastor Rev. Richard
Piscatelli died Friday, Dec. 7 in
Springfield. He was 82.

resolution tradition from another perspective.
Let’s make a “spiritual resolution” by joining me
in pausing for a minute and reciting the Lord’s
Prayer daily and reading the Bible together this
coming year.
• Choose the Bible translations that speak
to you and make your experience
engaging and exciting
• Invite others to join you on this journey
Tips on Praying and reading the Bible daily:
• Start praying by reciting the Lord’s Prayer
Today.
• Set aside a schedule and stick to it.
• Start reading a few passages from the
Bible as you enrich your prayer life.
• Apply God’s Word to your life.
• Live victoriously!

It is my prayer and hopes that everyone will
take up this challenge of "Spiritual Resolution"
and let us make 2019 a year of breakthrough,
healing, and restoration.

IGRC retired pastor Rev. Thomas
Joe Compton, 69, died Dec. 3 in
Springfield.

If you are involved in any prayer
ministry for the Lord, the IGRC
prayer team THANKS you for
being faithful.
I am hopeful that all is going well
as we continue to be in prayers for
our conference, our church, and
ourselves.
The IGRC Prayer Team has started
a Conference Prayer Line that
meets on every Sundays at 7 p.m.
This conference Prayer line will
consist of a five-minute devotion,
prayer request, testimonies, and
prayers.
The call number and access code
are below,
Conference number:

(218) 895-0912

Access code: 339523
Let us meet around the throne of
Grace.
Blessings!
Aletha Weatherall
IGRC Prayer Team Coordinator

Bill Sims was pastor in the former
Southern Illinois Conference from
1940 to 1960, serving Mound City,
Olmsted, Galatia-Raleigh, Benton,
and E. St. Louis First UMC's. He
joined the Florida Conference
in 1960 and served for another
56 years. He was recently honored by the Florida
Conference as the longest serving pastor for 76 total
years.

Together with his wife, Rev.
Piscatelli served 21 years in active
ministry, retiring in 2004 from
Roanoke-Secor. Following retirement, he served the
Williamsville UMC for 12 years until his death.

Rev. Compton served 43 years
of active ministry in the former
Central Illinois Conference and later
in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, retiring from
Assumption-Findlay in 2014.

Memorials can be given to the Williamsville United
Methodist Church or Preachers Aid Society.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Chris Compton,
1020 S Poplar St, Pana 62557-1756.

Mott & Henning Funeral Home is assisting the
family. On-line condolences can be shared at http://
mottandhenning.com/2018/12/07/rev-richardpiscatelli-pastor-dick/ or condolences may be sent
to his wife, Carole Piscatelli, 302 Wagon Wheel Ln,
Chatham 62629-1540.

For a complete obituary, visit: http://www.
howeandyockey.com/obit_disp.php?obit_
id=1301

Condolences may be sent to daughter, Jean Sims, at 227
Farnham J, Deerfield Beach FL 33442, or sister-inlaw Jeanne' Sims, 101 Wild Rose Lane, Rochester IL
62563-9224.

Rev. G. William Sims, 98, brother of the late Rev. Dr.
R. Paul Sims, died Oct. 25 in Pompano Beach Fla.

Memorials may be made to Beulah Holiness Camp
Association, 1710 Oakshire Road, Marion, IL 62959.

JANUARY 2019

Bishop Frank Beard

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in
Christian love; the fellowship of kindred
minds is like to that above.”
John Fawcett penned those timeless
words in 1782. Those words echo a clear
understanding of what it means to be a
covenant community. Jesus prayed a very
specific prayer, recorded in John chapter seventeen, advocating for the unity of the hearts
of his present and future followers. Harmony
within the body of believers is an essential
core of our life together as Christ followers.
I love the start of a “new year.” I like the
opportunity to reflect and to reboot that is
offered at the close of one year and the start
of another. While 2019 will hold many of
the same obstacles and challenges that we
faced in 2018, the start of a new year does
offer each of us the chance to begin again.
We can each make the choice to change and
to improve.
My focus for this new year will be on
maintaining Christian unity. Unity is not
uniformity. As a follower of Jesus Christ
there are a few essentials that bind me together with other believers.
My baptism binds me together with
Christ and with those identifying with
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He is also the Founder and Director of Global
Servants, a ministry in Ghana and Thailand. In
1988, Global Servants opened House of Grace.
Located in Northern Thailand, House of Grace
is a home for tribal girls at risk of being sold
into sexual slavery.

Children’s Ministry
Leaders’ Retreat

MAKANDA – A children's ministry leaders'
retreat will be held at Little Grassy Camp Jan.
18-19, from 4 p.m. Friday to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Dr. Rutland is the author of fourteen books:
Launch Out into the Deep, The Finger of God,
Hanging by a Thread, Behind the Glittering
Mask, Streams of Mercy, God of the Valleys,
Nevertheless, Dream, Character Matters, Power,
Holiness, Resurrection, Most Likely to Succeed,
and his latest book, ReLaunch, is a New York
Times Bestseller.

Register online through Jan. 10 by
visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
ChildrensMinistryLeadersRetreat2019

Dr. Rutland and his wife, Alison, have one
son, two daughters, four grandsons, and two
granddaughters.

The retreat is designed as a time of spiritual
renewal, networking, and resourcing for adults
who serve as leaders in children's ministry
(Sunday School, Children's Church, VBS, midweek
programs, after-school programs, etc.). It will
include times of worship, prayer, and reflection,
as well as times of large and small group
conversation, informational presentations, and fun.

Moore is a much sought after
preacher, Bible study leader
and teacher at workshops,
conferences, and worship
services around the country,
Moore is currently lead pastor
and ecclesial storyteller at
Bethel UMC in Flint, Mich.

Presentation topics will include recruiting,
equipping, and retaining volunteers; equipping
families to practice their faith at home; and
how the conference camping ministry supports
and interacts with your local church children's
ministries.

Moore’s resume is rich and extensive. She
served as Associate Professor of Practical
Theology at Wesley Seminary at Indiana
Wesleyan University. She taught at Fuller
Theological Seminary in California where she
established the William E. Pannell Center for
African American Church Studies and served
as its first Associate Dean. Fuller Seminary
recruited her to provide vision for the center
from the Divinity School at Duke University in
Durham, North Carolina where she served as
Associate Dean for Church Relations, Associate
Dean for Black Church Studies, and Visiting
Professor of Preaching. Previously the director
of Student Life at Asbury Theological Seminary
in Wilmore, Kentucky, and chaplain and
director of Church Relations at Adrian College
in Michigan, she has held pastorates in the
Michigan Area of the United Methodist Church.

You will return home with some tips and tools
to put to work right away.
Cost is $120 for a single room or $75 for
a shared room. These fees cover lodging
(in rooms with bunk beds and their own
bathroom), meals, and all materials.
Scholarships are available to help with the
cost of a shared room, and may be requested
by completing the "Workshop/Conference
Grant Application" at https://www.igrc.org/
cesundaygrantapps
For those unable to attend on Friday, the
"Saturday-Only" rate is $25. Saturday-only
participants will miss at least one workshop,
worship, and fellowship time, so participants are
encouraged to participate in the entire retreat.
Registration deadline is Jan. 10.

Covenant Keepers 2019

O’FALLON – Registration is open for
Covenant Keepers 2019 which will be Jan. 28-29
at the Regency Conference Center in O'Fallon.
Persons can register at: www.igrc.org/ck2019
Speakers for the event will be the Rev. Dr. Mark
Rutland and the Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore.
Rutland is the Founder and
Director of the National
Institute of Christian
Leadership. He is a New York
Times Best-Selling author,
educator, charismatic leader,
businessman and a nationallyrecognized figure in Christian higher education.
He served as the President of two prominent
Christian universities from 1999 to 2013.
Additionally, Dr. Rutland has served as Senior
Pastor of Calvary Assembly of God in Orlando,
Fla.; and as an Associate Pastor at Mount Paran
Church of God in Atlanta, Ga.

Five Day Academy for
Spiritual Formation

BELLEVILLE – The 2019 Five-Day Academy for
Spiritual Formation will be April 28-May 3 at King’s
House Retreat and Renewal Center in Belleville.
The theme for the 2019 Academy is “Peace”-ing
Together a Broken World. Faculty speakers are
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and Dr. Amy Oden. For
more information, visit www.igrc.org/fiveday.
Registration is open at: www.igrc.org/
fiveday2019.
The Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation,
is a program of Upper Room® Ministries,
for clergy and laity which provides a daily
rhythm of prayer, worship, Eucharist, learning
and reflection, in the context of Christian
community. Faculty speakers this year are:
Bishop Hee Soo Jung, and Dr. Amy Oden.

IGRC scholarship application
process open

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers
Conference Board of Higher Education and
Campus Ministry is offering a scholarship
opportunity for undergraduate students during
2019-2020 school year.
Applicants must be members of a United
Methodist Church in the Illinois Great Rivers

Robes, stoles sought for General Conference delegates
Clergy from the South Congo and Zambia Annual
Conferences are asking for help of IGRC clergy in
allowing robes and stoles to be borrowed for General
Conference.
If you lend your robes or stoles, they will be returned

to you. Donations will also be accepted and given
away after General Conference.
Contact Pastor Miranda Dinges by Feb. 1 by emailing
MiMi2005@msn.com or by calling 815-932-8151
or 815-573-5890.

Conference for a minimum of one year.
Scholarships awarded will be sent to the
community college, college or university
that the student will be attending during
the 2019-2020 school year to help pay for
their undergraduate tuition. The scholarships
awarded will be a minimum of $500.
Applications must be submitted by 4:30 pm
on March 1, 2019. If you have any questions,
contact Christy Blickensderfer or Amy Shreve.
Please note: There is no way to save this
application in process. Once you have submitted
your application you will not be able to review
or edit it. It is recommended to review the
entire application process before beginning.

Intern applicants sought

SPRINGFIELD – Applications are being
accepted for the 2019-20 Intern Program.
Prospective interns, mentors, and host
churches/ministries will find application
materials and a handbook to answer most of
your questions at www.igrc.org/interns. Priority
deadline is Jan. 15. Final deadline is March 1.

Harvest Ministry Team events

TROY – Fire-Up Senior High Conference
will be held at Troy UMC Feb. 22-24. Students
in 9th-12th grades are invited.
Bill Stanley will be preaching, Harvest will be
leading worship and we will gathering with
students to pray for the next generation, call
students to Jesus and invite students to follow
God’s call on their lives!

PIPE ORGAN FOR SALE
Pipe organ for sale. 1927 M.P.Moller.
Organ has been regularly maintained
and played in weekly services until
just recently. Building a new church
(replacement) and not moving the
pipe organ into the new building.
Please call Saunemin United
Methodist Church at 815-832-4923
or email h20sumc@outlook.com
Kids will love the music with Harvest Ministry,
interactive Bible lessons around the theme
of Brave, Bible Buzz, lunch, recreation,
entertainment and lots of fun! You can find out
more Tim Price (618-667-6241).
Read more and register at: http://www.
kidsconference.org/

Senior High NOW Retreat

CARLINVILLE – Senior High NOW Retreat
is scheduled for March 1-3, at the Lake
Williamson Christian Conference Center in
Carlinville.
Registration is $140 per person.
Read more and download forms at: https://
www.igrc.org/youth

2019 College of Christian Life

For more information contact Tim Price, 618667-6241.

EAST PEORIA – The 2019 College of
Christian Life will be Aug. 12-14, at the Embassy
Suites in East Peoria.

An all-new College Track has been added to FireUp this year. College students (18-23) will attend
worship times and most meal times, but will
mainly have a separate schedule including small
groups, community times and mission projects.

Registration will open March 1 at: www.igrc.
org/ccl2019.
Speaker for the event will be the Rev. Dr. Terry
Teykl, author of several books on prayer, will be
speaking on Praying and the Miraculous.

Read more and register at: http://www.fire-up.org/

Cost for the school is $175 before July 14 and
$200 after that date until registration closes.
CEU's are available to clergy, local pastors, lay
servants, and lay speakers upon request.

The Light Kids Conference is a one-day
discipleship event for kids in first to fifth grades.
The 2019 Light Kids Conference theme is
BRAVE and will be held in these three places:
Peoria First UMC (March 9), Marion Aldersgate
(March 23) and Troy UMC (March 30).

Consider adding the College of Christian Life
to your 2019 schedule and further information
and registration will be available soon.

BY JAMES BORTELL

My wife and I watched the news of the horrible
violence committed against Jewish worshipers in
Pittsburgh. As I saw the faces and stories of the
deceased, I recognized people much like them in
my churches over a 50-year span. The killer, ill with
hate, was undoubtedly influenced by the rise of
anti-Semitism (and political rhetoric) in our land.
Hence, here are some thoughts about how people of Christian
faith can relate to people of other faiths.
The key ingredient in answering the question is the ethic of love of
neighbor, an ethic that allows no room for hatred and dispels fear.
“Love your neighbor as yourself ” (Leviticus 19:18 and Matt. 22:39).
“Perfect love casts out all fear” (I John 4:18).
A second ingredient is what we teach regarding near and distant
neighbors of other faiths. I offer below several ways (for exhibition
purposes expressed in the first person) and follow with some
reflections of my own.

Living in hope
BY GLEN BOCOX

I just finished spending this
morning — a beautiful, clear,
sunny and warm fall morning —
taking out my garden. There is
something very sad about ripping
out plants that have either died or no longer bear
produce in this place where I have invested so
much time this summer.
No more excitement in watching things spring
up from seeds or taking root. Gone are those first
blossoms and fruit setting. Goodbye green beans,
tomatoes, carrots, beets and cucumbers. Adios
to you jalapeños, green peppers, okra and Swiss
chard.

1. Exclusion: “I believe the other faiths are false. There is no
common ground for conversation, let alone shared experience,
prayer, worship, or fellowship with people of other faiths. Their
conversion is the only way to relate.”

Yet there is something else in this experience,
too. It’s not just “ripping out”; it’s also “putting to
bed” for the season. Sleep is coming, and after sleep
— an awakening.

2. Simple profession: “This is the faith I profess. I will share it
thoughtfully at the right time and place. I believe God’s love is in
and over all peoples. I make no judgments about the truth of other
faiths.”

As I see the bare ground emerging once again,
I find myself giving thanks for what it — and the
sunshine and rain — have given me: the taste
of that first tomato, the smell of a carrot pulled
from the earth, the sweetness of each beet, fresh
zucchini on the grill. Thank you, garden; you are
a holy place to me. Thank you, soil and water and
sunshine. Thank you, life!

3. Dialogue: “I find that my faith is strengthened, deepened, and
enriched by dialogue, conversation, fellowship, worship, and service
with people of other faiths and humanistic faiths.”
4. Syncretism: “I combine two or more religious traditions into
my religion. All the higher religions at their heart contain the same
truths. I am very comfortable working, praying, and worshiping with
people of other faiths.”
Some personal reflections: As I read the story of Jesus, I find him
breaking all the rules of an exclusive religion. He made heroes of
those considered heretics. He was always drawing a larger circle of
God’s love that included the excluded.
My faith walk has been enriched by friends of other faiths. Authors
Abraham Heschel (a Jew) and Thich Nhat Hahn (a Buddhist) are
only two, among many, that enrich my understanding.
There will be no peace until people of goodwill and faith are at
peace with one another, and how we think about other faiths is
critical. Shalom!
(Dr. James Bortell is an IGRC retired clergy member. Reprinted with
permission of the author as it appeared in the Nov. 9 issue of the
Bloomington Pantagraph, www.pantagraph.com)

Even in the sadness of the end of something,
I inexplicably find myself excited for what spring
holds in its new beginning: here is where I will put
my tomato cages next spring. And over here the
cucumbers. And right here, where they will get
more sun next year, the peppers!
I think about how this year’s garden refuse will
become next year’s nutrient-rich soil. I imagine the
joy of sharing produce with friends and family, and
maybe even one of our community’s desperatelyneeded food pantries. I’ll look into that. I give away
a lot of what I grow.
The garden may look lifeless and desolate
now, but there are unseen forces at work that
hold the promise of life and growth, that spur my
imagination about what is possible and give me a

renewed sense of something beyond myself and the
reality of this otherwise sad moment.
I’m talking about hope.
It occurs to me — again and again — that
hope is something our world desperately needs
right now. Anger between opposing political
forces is at an all-time high (or is it low?). Mistrust
and suspicion between those with power and
those without it is without precedent. Religious
division, particularly between those on the fringes
of American protestantism, is so deep that one
wonders if the chasm can ever be breached, even
by the grace of God!
The “garden” of our culture, our politics, our
religion — even of truth — seems to be dead. But
it is not. I have hope. There will come a spring,
and with that spring will come renewal and the
abundance of life for all.
But in order for it to happen, we can’t just give
up and die. Not only must we have hope — we
must live in hope! And that means getting back to
basics.
And by getting back to basics, I don’t mean
getting back to the Bible or someone’s or some
group’s narrow understanding of truth. I mean
the absolute broadest understanding possible, that
basic, foundational truth — or command, if you
like — of absolutely every faith tradition now in
existence, that truth well-said by Jesus (as but one
example): “Love God, and love your neighbor as
yourself.”
Respect one another. Care for one another.
Be kind to one another. Love one another. In that
— and only in that — is the key to living in hope.
Despite everything I see and hear and experience
in this fractured world, I am trying to live in hope.
How about you?
(Glen W. Bocox is a retired IGRC pastor and a
member of the Galesburg Interfatih Collective.
Reprinted with the author’s permission from the
Oct. 28 issue of the Galesburg Daily Mail, www.
galesburg.com)
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Opening to God retreat returns for 2019
BY ANN CHAMPION

MAKANDA – We had such a wonderful, uplifting experience at the
first Opening to God retreat in February that we are returning again
for 2019. Opening to God 2019 will be held Feb. 15-16, at Little Grassy
Camp in Makanda. It will begin on Friday at 6:30 p.m. and conclude
Saturday at 5:30 p.m..
There will also be uplifting worship, communion, fellowship, and
rest. Registration is open until Feb. 1 at https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
OpeningtoGod. For full details and session descriptions check out
the link to the brochure on the registration page. You can read the
brochure online without registering. If you prefer, you can contact Ann
Champion at pastorann59@gmail.com for a hard copy.
Cost is $75 for those staying overnight and $50 for those commuting.
An optional sack supper on Friday night is available for $9 and must be
ordered at the time of registration.
The retreat is designed to provide lay and clergy with an immersion
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experience to encounter and explore spiritual disciplines that they have
never tried before or about which they would like to know more. At this
retreat persons will be able to attend four different sessions in 23 hours.
A total of 12 different offerings will be available from which to choose.
On Friday evening the choices are: Sweat Lodge Prayers with Danira
Parra, Dayenu Prayer with Jeremy Henson or Labyrinth Prayer with Sharon
Monroe.
Saturday morning the choices are: Intentional Prayer Ministry in the
Church with Paul Dinges, Praying in Color with Sarah Dierker, or Shaped
by the Word with Ann Champion.
Saturday early afternoon choices are: Praying with Prayer Beads with Kim
Stuby, Taizé Prayer with Miranda Dinges, the Prayer Tool with David Kueker
and in the later afternoon: Prayer Walking with Kim Kueker, Breath Prayer
with Deb Pollex or Ignatian Meditation with Kathy Crozier.
Plan to take a break before Lent begins and fill yourself up with the holy
presence of God in Christ.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Change of status
Michael Buckman, discontinuation of
appointment, Kaskaskia River District,
effective Jan. 1. He previously served
Enterprise-West.
Roger Russell to interim
superintendent, ¾ time, Mississippi River
District, effective Nov. 1.
Roger Russell to interim
superintendent, full-time, Mississippi
River District, effective Jan. 1.
James Slone, retired clergy,
discontinuation of appointment to
Goreville-Creal Springs, Cache River
District, effective Nov. 30.
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Wooden It Be Lovely

Photo by Ted Schurter, Springfield Journal-Register

Andrea Elliott leads fellow Wooden It Be Lovely graduates Christina Medley and Meagan Shomidie out of the sanctuary of Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC after the program’s first ever
graduation ceremony Dec. 12. The program helps mothers who are struggling with addiction or other serious issues by employing them to refurbish furniture and providing them
childcare, recovery tools, and a community to surround and support them.
BY STEVEN SPEARIE
Correspondent
Springfield State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD – Megan Shomidie of
Springfield earned an associate in arts degree in art
education from Lincoln Land Community College
with a goal of becoming an interior designer or an
art teacher.
Then years of drug addiction got in the way.
“There were many years I never thought
I would get out of my addiction,” Shomidie
admitted. “Part of me is, like, what a shame that I
wasted so many years of my life. It’s embarrassing.
There’s a stigma on it. People say they’re not
judging you, but they are.
“It’s sad to look back and think I put myself
through that, but I would reiterate that it all wasn’t
for nothing. It’s given me strength. It’s made me
who I am.”

Shomidie’s enrollment in Wooden It Be
Lovely, a program at Douglas Avenue United
Methodist Church that provides women who are
struggling with addiction or other serious issues
a job refurbishing furniture, rekindled her artistic
side two years ago.
Now as one of the first graduates of the
program, Shomidie, 32, will take over as its lead
designer and staff coordinator, mentoring and
helping women who were once in her shoes.
“It’s a way of giving back and paying it
forward,” said Shomidie, in an interview before the
program’s first graduation ceremony Dec. 12.
The graduates, who included Andrea Elliott
and Christina Medley, both of Springfield, in
addition to Shomidie, had to meet 13 criteria
to qualify, said the program’s founder, the Rev.
Margaret Ann Jessup, who is also an associate
pastor at Douglas Avenue UMC.
Some of those accomplishments, said Jessup,
included attending financial management classes,
honing their interviewing skills, registering to vote
and volunteering in the community.
“I just feel we needed to have a celebration,”
said Jessup, about the graduation ceremony. “We
wanted to validate what the girls had done. All
three of these women have grown by leaps and
bounds. They love working here, but the problem
with our work is that it’s transitional, which means
you have to leave and make room for other women.
“They’re no longer associates (in the
program). They will come and be volunteers. They
can mentor and share with those (women) where
they once were.”
Elliott said her alcohol addiction and issues
with trauma and domestic violence left her
confined to her home. There she would paint her
own furniture over and over and stencil on the
ceilings as an outlet.

Photo courtesy of Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC

When her mother saw an article about the
program, she slammed it down on Elliott’s coffee
table.
“She knew that would light a fire,” said Elliott,
who showed up at the church several times begging
for Jessup to let her in the program.
Elliott recently completed her last exam at
LLCC to become a Certified Nursing Assistant and
will begin a Licensed Practical Nursing program
part time in the spring.
“We have to help other people,” said Elliott,
who plans on continuing as a volunteer with the
program. ”(What I would tell women is) that to
not to be afraid to fail is huge. Someone said to me,
when you were learning to walk, when you fell, did
you stay on the ground? No, you got back up. It’s
natural to fail and fall. It’s not natural to not want
to get back up.”
Jessup, who modeled Wooden It Be Lovely
after a program in Nashville, said the program has
evolved in its two-plus years.
“When we first started, we were going to rehab
furniture and love women and they were going to
get strong and get a job,” said Jessup. “Many have.
They’ve gotten jobs at fast food restaurants and we
celebrate that, but their financial situations haven’t
changed.
“We have to focus stronger on how we mentor
and how we teach the women, and a lot of that is
their spiritual health. So I’m continually unfolding
what I see this ministry as. It’s certainly a growing
program.”
Of the 27 women who have been part of the
WIBL program, about 60 percent are in recovery
from drug and alcohol addiction, said Jessup. Of
those in recovery, 74 percent remain clean and
sober.
“Probably the biggest heartache is when you
love and support someone and the addiction wins
for now,” admitted Jessup. “We’ve lost two or three
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CHESTER – Chester First UMC donated 50
blankets to Chester first responders Nov. 25.
The presentation was made during the regular
morning worship service with Chester police
officers Jeff Hammel and Joe Crain accepting the
blankets on behalf of the departments.
Making the presentation, following a brief prayer to
bless and consecrate the blankets, was Pastor Faye
Edmiaston.
The idea to collect the blankets came from the
FUMC Worship Committee, acting on a challenge
from the Bishop to conduct a mission project prior
to Jan. 1 that would help their community.
Bishop Frank Beard challenged the church to collect
and distribute needed items to a worthy community
entity.
"Advertise what you are doing to your congregation,
set a realistic goal, invite folks to bring their collected
items to church, bless and consecrate the items
on the altar, and distribute the items to the entity
selected," Beard instructed.
The church decided to donate blankets to the
Chester police and fire department to help victims
of fires or crimes.

Photo by Jim Beers, Randolph County Herald-Tribune

Officers Jeff Hammel, left, and Joe Crain, right, accept the donation of blankets on behalf of the Chester Police
Department. Making the presentation is Pastor Faye Edmaiston.

(Reprinted with permission from the Dec. 5 issue of the Randolph County Herald-Tribune,
http://www.randolphcountyheraldtribune.com)

Photo courtesy of Rev. Alberto Ramirez Salazar

Rev. Alberto Ramirez Salazar along with his wife, Juanita, are pictured following
the naturalization ceremony that conferred U.S. citizenship on the couple in Peoria
Sept. 25. The couple serve at Momence-Grant Park-Nueva Jerusalem UMC’s in the
Vermilion River District. Rev. Ramirez Salazer is end elder in the Mexico Annual
Conference.

First UMC Decatur, hosted its
4th annual Giving Tuesday event on
November 27. Thirty nonprofit agencies
and organizations from the local
community were provided tables in
First UMC’s Fellowship Hall to display
information about their missions and
ministries. The Decatur community was
invited to the Giving Tuesday event to
talk to representatives from the agencies,
learn what services they provide in the
community and to make donations to
them. The donations averaged $18,000
for the first three years and were over
$19,000 in 2018. The donations stay
in the local community to continue the
good work each agency is doing. While
First UMC’s event isn’t on a Sunday, their
Giving Tuesday event meets the bishop’s
challenge of helping local community
ministries.

Photos courtesy of Decatur First UMC
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(Editor’s note: Below is a transcript of the 2018 Cartwright Memorial Sermon held at Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant Plains Oct. 21. The annual sermon series is cosponsored by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference Commission on Archives and History and Peter Cartwright UMC.)
Matthew 16: 13-16

BY BISHOP FRANK J. BEARD

Let us pray. Lord, I pray that over the next few minutes,
You would give me grace to preach with boldness and with
clarity and with the unction that only comes from Your Holy
Spirit. We’re thankful for this service, we’re thankful to be in
Your house. We’re thankful that Your presence is here. Lord,
we ask that You would loose the power of your Holy Spirit,
that You would blow gently across the embers of our hearts,
and fan us into flames once again for Jesus. Thank You again
for what You’re going to do. Open our ears now and help us
to hear what You have to say to each one of us. In the name
of Christ we pray. Amen.
Well, it’s always good to be in the house of the Lord.
Amen?
I love being with United Methodists and love being in
United Methodist churches. So, it’s good to be with you all
this morning and I’m excited about preaching. Of course,
I always get excited about preaching, whether it’s one,
two, or 2,000. I just love to preach. I always say if I can get
two people to stand still or one to slow down walking, I’ll
preach.

WHAT IS YOUR CHURCH FAMOUS FOR?

Well, let me ask you this question, and it’s probably
not a fair question. But what is your church famous for?
Now, as most Methodist pastors, I’ve had more than one
appointment. It’s been interesting that the churches that I’ve
served have been famous for various things.
The very first church that I pastored was famous for
fish fries. They had an annual fish fry that was, I mean, it
was something. The entire community showed up, and in
those years when it was a political season, election, all the
campaign folks showed up and it was held at a community
park. I mean, it was a huge fish fry. It went from 11 in the
morning, all the way until about 8 that night. It was to beat
all fish fries. It was great.
I pastored another church that wasn’t famous for
anything. That is, we were brand new. We were a merger
church. We merged four United Methodist churches. I don’t
recommend doing that, by the way. But we merged four
Methodist churches and we weren’t famous for anything.
But we became famous for something. In fact, our first fight,
our first church fight was over whether we would be famous
for the thick peanut brittle or the thin peanut brittle. I’m not
kidding. We actually had an all-out church fight over which
peanut brittle recipe to use.
Now, let me tell you the rest of that story because
somebody will surely ask me about, how did they solve
the peanut brittle war? Well, what they did was they found
out the people that used the thick peanut brittle all gave
their money to missions. Both groups gave their money
to missions. But they found out that they gave $20,000 to

“OUR TASK AS PEOPLE OF GOD,
AS A CHURCH IS TO
DISPENSE HOPE.”

missions, and so they gave them $20,000 and said, “We’re
going to use that recipe.” That solved the thing.
They’ve made millions of dollars off of peanut brittle,
and it’s a good recipe. In fact, they’re making it right now.
Not right now on Sunday morning, but this is the season for
making peanut brittle. Faith Church, Elkhart, Indiana, if you
want to look them up, if you want to get hooked up to some
great peanut brittle, they’ll even mail it to you. Just call them
and say, “Bishop Beard talked about your peanut brittle,”
and they’ll send you some. They’re famous for it.
What is your church famous for? This church is
all over, and especially in Methodism. This church is
famous for all kinds of stuff. Anybody want to just tell me
something real quick, what is your church famous for that
we might not know? Yes?
Congregation: Chicken and noodles.
Chicken and noodles. Oh, that’s a good one. Chicken
and noodles. That’s great. Anybody else? Anybody? I’ve
served the only church and she’s been the only one that’s
famous for something other than just chicken and noodles
and peanut brittle and fish fries. Some churches are famous
because they’re community action oriented and they work
in the community. I had a church down in Indianapolis
and it was in a low-income area of the city. They prided
themselves in working with the poor, working on issues of
social justice and economic equity.
We have a church in Peoria, they’re famous for working
with the community and they do all kinds of stuff. Yeah. Is
that your church? That’s your church. What is your church
famous for?
Congregation: Community ministries.
Community ministries. We’ve got all kinds of churches
that are famous for all kinds of stuff. We can go on and on
and on. But what is your church famous for? Just hang on to
that.

PAUL’S FOUR PICTURES OF A HEALTHY CHURCH

The apostle Paul gives us four pictures of what a
healthy church looks like. My contention is that The United
Methodist Church is we are trapped between two poles.
One pole is what I call health and the other one is what I call
holiness.
In other words, I think God has a standard for the
church, and that standard, I believe, is holiness. We have a
standard for the church, and that is we want survival. We
want health. We can define whatever, ever how you want
to define that, whether it’s numerical growth or financial
stability, having kids, youth, children’s ministries, whatever.
I think we’re trapped somewhere between health and
holiness. The apostle Paul gives us four pictures of what a
healthy church looks like. See if this describes any of your
churches.
The first one he talks, and all of these are found in the
book of Ephesians, but in the first chapter of Ephesians, he
talks about the church being a body. The church is a body
and Christ is to be the head of the church. Oh, somebody
ought to say, “Amen,” on that, right?
Because he’s the head of the church. Now, I just want to
give you a fair warning. It’s okay if you say, “Amen,” when I
preach. It’s like saying, “Sic ’em,” to a bulldog. I know we’re
Methodists, and so we’re not big on the amen circuit. So, if
you don’t say, “Amen,” it adds 10 minutes to the message.
There you go. So, a healthy church recognizes that
it’s a part of the body and Jesus is the head of the church.
Another picture he gives in Ephesians Chapter 2 is the
church is a building. We’re a building. We’re not a completed
work yet. We’re being built. Right? We’re being built and
we’re on a firm foundation. We stand on the shoulders of
others. Every church I ever served, I told them the same
thing. I said, “I’m going to make everybody in the church
happy. I made some happy when I came, I’ll make others
happy when I leave.”

Some of y’all will get that about halftime. Okay. But
we’re a building, we’re a building, and we’re being built.
We’re not finished. We’re under construction. We stand on
the shoulders of others, on the apostles and prophets and
those who went before us. The final piece of that foundation,
the solid rock on that foundation is Jesus. I’ll get back to that
in a little bit. In the Chapter 5 of Ephesians, he points us to
the fact that we’re a bride. We’re a bride. I’m talking about
pictures of a healthy church.
We’re a body, we’re a building with Christ as the
chief cornerstone and as its foundation. We are a bride of
Christ and we’re being adorned, we’re being prepared for
a great wedding celebration that is yet to take place. We
are the church, the bride of Christ. Do you ever wonder
if Jesus looks at the church in its current shape with all
of the stuff that’s going on across the churches and across
denominations and He maybe just looks at God the Father
and says, “I’m not so sure she’s ready yet”? I’ll leave that
alone. I’ll keep moving.
The fourth picture, which is there, it’s clear as the other
three, but the theologians don’t agree on the fourth picture.
Although, I want to tell you, it’s there. I’m going to show it to
you. It comes from Ephesians Chapter 6. Remember, we’ve
got the body, we’ve got the building, we’ve got the bride. The
fourth one comes from Ephesians 6, remembering Ephesians
6:10, he tells us we are to have on the whole armor of God
and we are to stand and having done all to stand, stand and
be ready. Then we are to be a battle-ready battalion, a battleready battalion. That’s Ephesians Chapter 6.
Well, isn’t that what the church is? If we were to give
the definition of the church, and I know I’ve got several
pastors here and budding theologians and lay theologians,
and the church is Ecclesia. Ecclesia, which means called out.
Right? Or called up. It’s a summons. Anybody here in the
military or been in the military? Okay. So, when you got
your orders, when you were called up, when you got your
orders, was that optional?
What happens if you don’t show up? They come and
get you and there’s a place called Leavenworth, right? It’s
somewhere in Kansas and they’ll be glad to give you a hotel
room there for a while. Why is it then, why is then that the
church, the Ecclesia of God, this battle-ready battalion, we’re
called out and were called up so that God can call on us,
we’re called out to be called upon, that’s why God equips
the church, that’s why God has given us the church, why is
that we have so many conscientious objectors? Yeah, that’s a
good question, isn’t it?
I read a little ditty that someone did on “Onward,
Christian Soldiers”. They did a little parody of that and
the verse went something like this: “Backward, Christian
soldiers, fleeing from the fight with the cross of Jesus almost
out of sight.” Jesus asked His disciples at Caesarea Philippi,
He said, “Who do the people say I am? Who do folks say that
I am?” I like the fact that that day, on that day, the disciples
were on their A-game. Do you recognize that? You do see
that, right? They didn’t tell Him all the stuff that folks said.
They could have said, “Well, Jesus, just to be honest
with You, most folks are talking about You really bad. They
say that You’re a wine bibber. They say You drink a little
bit too much. Jesus, what they’re really saying about You is
that You’re Beelzebub. You’re the Prince of the Devil. You’re
Satan incarnate.” They could have said, “Well, Jesus, they’ve
been talking really bad about You. They’re saying that You’re
a charlatan, You’re a false, You’re a phony, You’re a fraud.”
But this day, the disciples were on their A-game and
they said, “Lord, they say that You’re Elijah. They say You’re
John the Baptist come back to life. Some people are saying
You’re one of the great prophets, You’re like Ezekiel or
Jeremiah.” Jesus cuts to the quick. He says, “Well, who do
you all say that I am? You’ve been with me. You’ve been
checking me out since day one. Who do you say that I am?”
Peter stood up and Peter said, “Thou art the Christ. Thou art

THE CHURCH: BUILT FOR, ON AND BY CHRIST

The church is of God and the church is built for Christ,
on Christ, and by Christ. I loved our old liturgy that we
used to use in membership, the church is of God and shall
be preserved as so to the end of time. Then we talk about
why the church exists. But the church is built for Christ,
on Christ, and by Christ. Let me give you two pictures that
Jesus gives of the church and of what the church should be.
Isn’t that what Jesus said? He said, “My house shall be called
a house of chicken noodle dinners.” Not picking on chicken
noodles. I could have said fish fries or peanut brittle.
Those things are good in themselves. They’re okay. But
Jesus said, “My house shall be called what?" He said, “You
shall call it a house of prayer for all nations. It’s a house of
prayer. It’s a place where people can come and they can
be in contact with God. It’s a place where people can have
their needs taken up to Heaven. The house of prayer.” Now,
I understand that church isn’t the only place where you can
come and pray, but it surely is a place where you ought to be
able to come and say, “This is where God is and I know that
I know that I know that that church is going to intercede and
pray for me and put me in contact with God.”
“My house,” He said, “shall be called a house of prayer.”
Then Jesus said, “If anyone would follow me, if anyone
would follow me," said, “they’ll be like the wise person that
builds their house on the rock.” The church is called to be
a place of stability. It’s called to be a rock, and Jesus is the
solid rock that we stand on. I love that story at the end of
Matthew’s gospel, what we call the Sermon on the Mount,
that at the end of that section that we call Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus said, “The desert [inaudible 00:16:39] looks
like a really good place to build a house.”
He says, “But there’s going to come a time when the
rains are going to come. The winds are going to blow. The
flood waters are going to come up.” We’ve seen that, right,
in our nation. We’ve seen that. We’ve seen flood waters and
the devastation that they can bring. We’ve seen strong winds
and what hurricane force winds can do. Jesus said, “But the
house that’s built on the sand, that’ll shift, and that house
will fall.” I love what the scripture says. It says, “And great is
the fall of it.” But the house that’s founded on the rock, no
matter how hard the wind blows, no matter how high the
flood waters get, because it’s founded on the rock, it has a
source of stability and it endures.

DISPENSERS OF HOPE

I believe that what our churches, what our churches say
about Jesus is important. Jesus said it Himself. “If I am lifted
up,” he said that to Nicodemus, didn’t He, in John Chapter
3, “if I be lifted up, I will draw people. I will draw men and
women under me." What we say about Jesus is important.
One of our tasks is to simply lift Jesus up, lift Him up for the
world to see. Jesus also said in Luke Chapter 4, He said, “The
spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He has anointed Me to
preach good news.” Let me just boil that down to its lowest
common denominator.
Our task as people of God, our task as a church is to
dispense hope, dispense hope, whether we do it through our

to do it ever since then, even without
the funky little robe. Now they give me
a cute little shirt. But my job is to keep
Methodists fired up. Yeah, how is that
working for you? It’s hard. It’s hard. But
you know what? I think we’re going to
be okay. I think we’re going to be okay
because the church is all about Jesus,
and as long as we remember to lift him
up.

EVERYBODY OUGHT TO KNOW
WHO JESUS IS
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Well, that gentleman, George Bennett, he said, “Frank,
I know that everybody needs to know who Jesus is, and
that’s why I invited you and your brother to come across
the street, because I wanted you to know Jesus.” It’s about
love and it’s about grace and everybody ought to know who
Jesus is. Listen, isn’t that the spirit that Jesus had? He wanted
everybody to know about Him? Isn’t that the spirit of Peter
Cartwright? He wanted people to know about Jesus.
George Bennett did see the social injustices in his day
and he spoke out against those. But at the end of the day, he
was all about Jesus. He wanted people to know who Jesus
is. Well, we who know who He is, right? We sing that in the
little song. “…He’s the Lily of the Valley. He’s the Bright and
Morning star. He’s the fairest of 10,000 and everybody ought
to know who Jesus is.” Well, let me ask you this. If you don’t
tell them and if I don’t tell them, how will they ever know?
How will they ever know?
We’ve got to recapture that message. It’s all about Jesus
and everyone should know who He is. Well, let me close
with this. I went to that little Methodist church and became
a part of it. They just became a part of my life. Those folks
loved on me and I remember they used to pat me on the
head and slap me on the back and say, “Son, one day, you’re
going to be a preacher.” Yeah, slim chance of that happening.
Here’s what I was thinking. I never said that to any of them.
Y’all just pray for me to stay saved and that’ll be enough for
me.
But those folks were right. They saw something and
they planted some seeds and they watered and cultivated
and pulled weeds out of my life and helped me to develop
and to grow. One day, God called me to the grand and
glorious task of preaching the good news about Jesus Christ.
When I was at that vacation Bible school, I learned a little
song, and that song has become the theme of my life. Y’all
know it. Y’all know the song.
“This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.
Everywhere I go, let me little light shine. Shine until my
Jesus comes. I’m going to let it shine. Not going to let Satan
blow it out, but I’m going to let it shine. Everywhere I go, let
me little light shine.”
Well, what about you? Listen, we’re living in an age, it’s
a nightmare age for sin. There are folks, they just need a little
bit of light.
You ever go to Mammoth Cave down in Kentucky? I
went down there on a touring thing, a tour. Somebody had
the bright idea when we were in the deepest, darkest part
of the cave, they turned off all the lights. You couldn’t see
nothing. You could feel your hand in front of your face, but
you couldn’t even see it. You couldn’t see nothing. Then the
tour guide took a little keychain light and turned that on
and everybody breathed a sigh of relief because they’re like,
“Well, we can find the light switch now. We can find the light
switch."
Well, listen, that’s more like my light. You ever see the
grand opening of a new store, like a Walmart or something
comes to open up? They wheel out these big portable
lights and they turn them on and at night, they crisscross
the sky? Looked like somebody’s trying to get a hold of
Batman, doesn’t it? I’m never like that. I don’t need a big,
big spotlight. I have a little tiny light. But God gave it to me
and I’ve got to let it shine everywhere I go, let my little light
shine.
I’ve got to let it shine until my Jesus comes. I’ve got
more days behind me than I got in front of me, but I’m still
going to let my light shine for as long as I can.
For as long as I can, because if some boy, some girl,
some man, some woman, they’re in a cave and it’s dark and
lonely. That’s what the job of the church, the corporate job of
the church is to dispense hope, the hope that is only found
in Jesus Christ.
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the Messiah of God. You’re the Son of the Living God.”
Jesus said, “Peter, let’s get one thing straight.” He said,
“You got the answer. You hit the ball out of the park. You got
the answer.” He said, “But flesh and blood did not reveal this
to you. You got this because God gave it to you.” He says,
“Upon this revelation, upon your testimony, upon this rock
that you just gave, this foundational piece,” he said, “I’m
going to build my church. I’m going to build my church,
and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. I’m going to
build my church on what you just said.”

food pantries, whether we do it through our missions and
outreach, it doesn’t matter whether we do it through our fish
fries, whether we do it through our chicken noodle dinners.
Our job ultimately is to dispense hope. Come on. Am I the
only one that sees that this is what one of the greatest needs
of our nation is right now is hope?
People have put their hope in all kinds of stuff and
it’s let them down. It’s left them flat. This is, I believe, the
greatest time for the preaching of the good news of Jesus
Christ because we have what folks are looking for. We have
hope. My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and
righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly
lean on Jesus’ name on Christ, the solid rock I stand. All
other ground is sinking sand. It’s sinking sand.”
Jesus said, “The spirit of the Lord is upon Me. He has
anointed Me to preach good news." That’s the task of the
church, to preach the good news about Jesus Christ, thereby
giving people hope and encouragement. Jesus also said His
mission statement, “I am come that you might have life and
have it abundantly.”
The church is called to be a path to wholeness. I like
that about the United Methodist church. Not down on
any other denomination, not down on any other religious
faith, tradition, but I think we have this part right as
United Methodists. Here’s how we understand our role. We
understand that the first hand is supposed to be up to God.
We call that vital piety. Our second hand is supposed to be
out to the people of God, all the people of God, people that
stand in need. We call that social holiness. Vital piety and
social holiness.
In the church, in The United Methodist Church, those
two are wed together in order that folks might have hope
and life and good news. Don’t you like that about us?
Listen, it ain’t bragging if you can back it up. That’s
what my dad says. I like that about us. We understand that
we have a role, first of all, to love God with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and then to love our neighbors
as ourselves. John Wesley said if we did that, if we did that,
that’s what holiness is all about. You see, we’re trapped
between these two poles and the way we get there is love of
God and love for the people of God.
Jesus said, “I am come to seek and to save that which
was lost." Well, it’s all about love and it’s all about grace. Jesus
said, “I’ve come to seek and to save that was lost." Some
of you’ve heard my story. I was a little snotty-nosed kid
terrorizing the streets of Elkhart, Indiana with my brother.
A United Methodist layman came across the street and
said, “Hey, boys. Would you like to come over to the church
for cookies and Kool-Aid?” I love that. I’ve been eating in
Methodist churches ever since. Not a bad way to go.
I asked that gentleman years later, years later, I asked
him, got a chance to know him, to know his son, his son and
I were roommates in college, introduced him to his wife, and
I asked him, because this was in 1968, and it wasn’t popular,
wasn’t popular for little Black boys to go to little White
churches, to all White churches, and I asked him, “Brother
George, were you trying to make some kind of social
statement or political statement?”
He said, “No, Frank.” He said, “I didn’t think about any
of that." He says, “I saw you and your brother across the
street."
He said, “The thought that came across my mind was, ‘I
wonder if those two boys know about Jesus Christ.’” You see,
it’s all about grace and it’s all about love. He wondered, are
those boys, are they, in the old years, we would use words
like this, are they a part of the arc of safety? Do they know
Jesus Christ and the pardoning of their sins? He wasn’t out
to make a political statement. But he made one. He made
one. My brother and I got welcomed in that church and that
little church, they made me an acolyte. I didn’t even know
what an acolyte was.
Sent me to church camp and I gave my heart to Jesus
and then they said, “You can be an acolyte.” I said, “What’s
an acolyte?” They said, “Come in on Sunday morning, or
Saturday morning. Come in on Saturday morning. We’re
going to have acolyte practice." I went in and they put on
this funky robe on me and gave me a candle lighter and they
said, “You’re going to light the candles and that represents
bringing Christ in to the church, recognizing the presence
of Christ in worship, and then the taking of Christ out to the
world.”
Glory to God, I thought that was my job, and I’ve tried
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Tornadoes rip through Illinois,
BY PAUL BLACK

8

TAYLORVILLE – A total of 29 tornados hit the State of Illinois Dec. 1 with
the Christian County community of Taylorville hardest hit in the flurry.
The National Weather Service confirmed a 29th tornado several days after
the event in compiling weather spotters’ information from Dec. 1. As many as
14 of the tornadoes spawned from one parent supercell thunderstorm.
The 29 tornadoes were the most ever recorded in a single day in Illinois
during the month of December and the most prolific since Nov. 17, 2013,
when tornadoes struck Washington, Coal City, Brookport and Gifford.
Beginning in Staunton at 4 p.m. Dec. 1, an EF-1 tornado with a path width
of 50 yards with winds of 110 mph touched down for 1.39 miles. Fifteen
minutes later, the storm cell had grown to EF-2 status, a width of 100 yards
and wind of 115 mph when it touched down for almost 8 miles in Litchfield
and Butler in northern Macoupin County.
The tornado touched down again at Blue Crass Creek as an EF-1 tornado,
Harvel and Morrisonville, with wind speeds slowing to under 100 mph. Upon
reaching Morrisonville the path width has enlarged to 250 yards, regaining
wind speeds and widening to a half mile before slamming into Taylorville with
an EF-3 tornado packing windspeeds of 155 mph windspeed. The tornado
was on the ground, cutting a path of destruction 12.7 miles long.

In all, more than 500 homes were damaged, major damage to 66 homes, and
severe damage or total destruction to 34 homes were left in the aftermath.
There were no fatalities in any of the 29 tornadoes, but at least 30 people
were injured in Taylorville.
The storm continued up Illinois 48 with touchdowns in Stonington, Boody,
Harristown and Maroa before entering southern McLean County, the
Moraine View State Park, southeastern McLean County with the last
touchdown recorded in Colfax as an EF-1 tornado at 7:44 p.m.

THE CHURCH RESPONDS
On Sunday, Dec. 2, IGRC Disaster Response Coordinator Sara Brown visited
Taylorville and toured the storm damage. Working with the Red Cross,
Salvation Army and other disaster response partners through Illinois Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disasters (VOAD), work and volunteer areas were
mapped out in the initial stage of response.
Brown also met with leadership at Taylorville First UMC where early
response teams would be coordinated from the local church. An initial IGRC
Disaster Response grant, coming from funds given to Conference Advance
#6800, provided a jump start to the operation. The City of Taylorville also
discouraged any in-kind donated items, reminding those that wanted to help
the best and most flexible way to assist was monetary donations such as the
Advance giving.
A care team coordinator was assigned and by Dec. 7, retired pastor Beth
Tickner arrived in Taylorville and provided training for the church’s 12 Stephen
ministers in pastoral care during a disaster.
In addition, an Early Response Training was held at Taylorville First UMC with
15 additional early responders being certified. Additional IGRC ERT teams are
being coordinated to work out of the Taylorville First UMC. If you are ERT
trained and would like to volunteer in Taylorville, please contact Sara Brown
at hashbrown2147@msn.com.
On Dec. 6, Bishop Frank J. Beard and conference superintendents Sylvester
Weatherall, Mary Kathryn Pearce and Nic Showalter toured tornado damage
in Taylorville, while conference staff participated in the second annual Day of
Giving at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. Weatherall is the district
superintendent for Taylorville First, Pearce is dean of the Cabinet and relates
as a Cabinet representative for disaster response and Taylorville First is
Showalter’s home church where he received his call to ministry.
Staff spent time assembling tornado totes and personal care kits which were
delivered to Taylorville later that day and became a part of materials offered
to residents who visited the Multi-Agency Resource Center, located at the
Taylorville Christian Church when it was opened for business Feb. 7. MARC is
a one-stop shop for persons affected by the disaster. IGRC disaster response
and the MMDC are both involved in the MARC.
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Prior to Dec. 6, MMDC already had delivered totes they had on hand, which
ironically, were assembled from supplies brought by IGRC churches to the
2018 Annual Conference. Conference staff were able to complete 10 more
palettes and personal dignity kits during their Day of Giving.
Bishop Beard was updated on the recovery effort by Taylorville First UMC
pastor Becky Branson Lembke. The church is providing 1,000 sandwiches daily
as part of its ministry in the aftermath. UMCOR-trained Early Responders
were on site helping to recover items from one of many homes that were
severely damaged by the tornado.

OTHER REPORTED DAMAGE
Besides Taylorville, several sites of the 29 tornadoes reported damage. These
include:
•

Pleasant Hill – A grain bin was damaged. One barn was rolled about
20 yards while a second suffered substantial roof damage. Some large
trees were damaged as well.

TABLE OF TORNADOS
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Area/City

County

Time

Rating

Wind
Speed

Path
Length

Path
Width

E of Pleasant Hill

Pike

1:54 p.m.

EF-0

85 mph

0.11
miles

25 yds.

NE of
Pleasant Hill

Pike

1:56 p.m.

EF-1

98 mph

0.08
miles

25 yds.

NE of
Pleasant Hill

Pike

1:58 p.m.

EF-0

85 mph

0.03
miles

25 yds

NNW of
Valley City

Pike

2:40-2:42 p.m.

EF-1

110 mph

0.6 miles

110 yds

Brooklyn

Schuyler

3-3:02 p.m.

EF-1

90 mph

1.0 miles

100 yds

•

Valley City – A mobile home lost its roof and suffered wall damage,
and significant tree damage was observed.

NW of Industry

McDonough

3:18-3:19 p.m.

EF-0

70 mph

0.1 miles

15 yds

•

Beardstown – Trees and power poles were damaged. A water
treatment plant in Beardstown was damaged, including three of four
wells that serve the city. Several vehicles had their windows shattered.

E of
Beardstown

Cass

3:25-3:33 p.m.

EF-1

100 mph

1.3 miles

200 yds

•

Bluff City – Lewistown – A long-tracked tornado knocked a home
off its foundation, snapped or uprooted many trees, and inflicted
roof and siding damage to several other houses. A winery suffered
extensive damage to several of its buildings, and power lines were
downed.

SW of
Bardolph

McDonough

3:41-3:42 p.m.

EF-0

70 mph

0.1 miles

15 yds

SW of Bluff
City to SE of
Lewistown

Schuyler,
Fulton

3:51-4:18 p.m.

EF-1

105 mph

15.9
miles

¼ mile

NE of Staunton

Macoupin

3:59-4:01 p.m.

EF-1

110 mph

1.39
miles

50 yds

SE of
Raymond

Montgomery

4:09-4:21 p.m.

EF-1

100 mph

8.02
miles

75 yds

SE of
Litchfield-Butler

Montgomery

4:16-4:21 p.m.

EF-2

115 mph

7.93
miles

100 yds

Blue Crass Creek

Montgomery

4:32-4:36 p.m.

EF-1

100 mph

2.0 miles

50 yds

•

•
•

•

•

•

Staunton – A tornado began at a carport of the Country Classic Cars
business, damaging that structure and a storage shed. A house, two
farm buildings, another structure, and trees were also damaged.
Raymond – Farm buildings were damaged, a residence suffered
extensive roof and garage damage, and several trees were snapped.
Litchfield-Butler – A strong tornado destroyed several large
farm buildings, caused major roof damage and partial wall loss to a
residence, and snapped large tree branches.
Harvel – A farm storage building was damaged. An outbuilding was
moved off its foundation and had one of its walls knocked out. Other
outbuildings sustained roof and wall damage too. Some trees were
snapped.

E of Harvel

Montgomery,
Christian

4:47 p.m.

EF-0

80 mph

0.06
miles

25 yds

Morrisonville

Christian

4:48-4:54 p.m.

EF-0

85 mph

3.1 miles

200 yds

Easton-Forest City – Large trees were uprooted, power poles were
damaged, and many irrigation systems were overturned. One person
was injured.

W of Easton
to ESE of
Forest City

Mason

4:53-5:17 p.m.

EF-1

110 mph

11.8
miles

250 yds

SSE of Palmer to
Taylorville

Christian

5:01-5:24 p.m.

EF-3

155 mph

12.7
miles

½ mile

SW of Pekin

Tazewell

5:34-5:35 p.m.

EF-0

80 mph

3.1 miles

200 yds

SW of
Stonington

Christian

5:34-5:52 p.m.

EF-2

115 mph

12.7
miles

400 yds

WSW of Boody

Macon

5:53-5:59 p.m.

EF-1

110 mph

.3 miles

250 yds

SW of
Harristown

Macon

6:03-6:04 p.m.

EF-0

85 mph

0.4 miles

50 yds

E of
Rochester

Sangamon

6:16-6:24 p.m.

EF-1

100 mph

4.6 miles

100 yds

SE of Maroa

Macon

6:31-6:33 p.m.

EF-1

100 mph

1.1 miles

320 yds

SSW of Leroy

McLean

7:06-7:08 p.m.

EF-1

90 mph

1.0 mile

50 yds

Moraine View
State Park

McLean

7:18-7:20 p.m.

EF-2

114 mph

0.7 miles

100 yds

SW of
Ellsworth

McLean

7:21-7:22 p.m.

EF-0

85 mph

0.1 miles

25 yds

W of Colfax

McLean

7:42-7:44 p.m.

EF-1

95 mph

0. Miles

75 yds

Southern Tazewell County – A couple of outbuildings were
overturned, a pool deck structure was damaged, and an irrigation
system was tipped over.

Source: National Weather Service
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Photo courtesy of Robinson First UMC

In response to Bishop Frank Beard’s challenge, member of Robinson First UMC
collected commercial-sized canned food for the local Ark of the Covenant Soup
Kitchen this month.

LOVELY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

women who are important to the program. We just keep praying that we hope that they
return.
“We have a philosophy that once in the family, always in the family.”
The Rev. Curtis Brown of Springfield said he came to the graduation to support one
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference’s “signature ministries.”
“They do an amazing job,” said Brown,
director of connectional ministries with the
conference.
The program has gone over the
$100,000 mark in sales, noted Jessup. The
next sale is March 30, with a new fundraiser
planned for Aug. 23, 2019, she said.
What does Shomidie plan on telling
new women coming into the WIBL
program?
“I would tell them if I can do it, you
can do it,” she said. “There are people who
care about your well-being and that there is
hope.”
For more information on Wooden It Be
Lovely, visit www.douglasavenue.org.

Photo courtesy of Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC

The Challenge of Giving

Photos courtesy of Oak Ridge UMC

The congregation of the Oak Ridge United Methodist church accepted your challenge of
giving by collecting food for the Robinson Food Pantry for Thanksgiving and Christmas
Dinner food baskets. We are a small congregation but big on giving.
The Congregation and Rev. Fred White of the Oak Ridge United Methodist Church

Time Capsule Opened after 47 Years
The Oak Ridge United Methodist Church opened the Time Capsule that was placed in the Bell
Tower in 1971 when Rev. Owens was DS and Rev. Robert Gilliespi was pastor. We celebrated
143 years at our Homecoming August 21, and decided to celebrate by opening the Time Capsule.
The congregation and Rev. Fred White had fun seeing what was in it and reading all the letters
that were placed there 47 years ago.

(Reprinted with permission from the
Dec. 13 issue of the Springfield State
Journal=Register, www.sj-r.com)

IRS sets 58 cents per mile as 2019 mileage rate
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Internal
Revenue Service issued Dec. 14 the 2019
optional standard mileage rates used to
calculate the deductible costs of operating an
automobile for business, charitable, medical or
moving purposes.

Beginning on Jan. 1, 2019, the standard mileage
rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or
panel trucks) will be:
• 58 cents per mile driven for business use,
up 3.5 cents from the rate for 2018
• 20 cents per mile driven for medical or
moving purposes, up 2 cents from the
rate for 2018
• 14 cents per mile driven in service of
charitable organizations.
The business mileage rate increased 3.5 cents
for business travel driven and 2 cents for
medical and certain moving expense from the
rates for 2018. The charitable rate is set by
statute and remains unchanged.
It is important to note that under the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, taxpayers cannot claim
a miscellaneous itemized deduction for
unreimbursed employee travel expenses.
Taxpayers also cannot claim a deduction for
moving expenses, except members of the
Armed Forces on active duty moving under

orders to a permanent change of station. For
more details see Notice-2019-02.
The standard mileage rate for business use
is based on an annual study of the fixed and
variable costs of operating an automobile. The
rate for medical and moving purposes is based
on the variable costs.
Taxpayers always have the option of
calculating the actual costs of using their
vehicle rather than using the standard mileage
rates.
A taxpayer may not use the business standard
mileage rate for a vehicle after using any
depreciation method under the Modified
Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS)
or after claiming a Section 179 deduction for
that vehicle. In addition, the business standard
mileage rate cannot be used for more than
four vehicles used simultaneously. These and
other limitations are described in section 4.05
of Rev. Proc. 2010-51.
Notice 2019-02, posted on IRS.gov, contains
the standard mileage rates, the amount a
taxpayer must use in calculating reductions
to basis for depreciation taken under the
business standard mileage rate, and the
maximum standard automobile cost that a
taxpayer may use in computing the allowance
under a fixed and variable rate plan.

A new Time Capsule was placed in the Bell Tower October 9, to be opened in 2038. The
congregation and Rev. Fred White collected different items and wrote letters to the congregation
of Oak Ridge UMC in 2038.

the current |

General Conference

BY HEATHER HAHN

A group of United Methodist bishops who support
the One Church Plan has put together a website to
answer questions about the proposal, one of multiple
possibilities before delegates to the special General
Conference in St. Louis.
A majority of the Council of Bishops in May
recommended the One Church Plan as a way
forward through the denomination’s longtime debate
over homosexuality. The plan would leave questions
of LGBTQ ordination up to conferences and samegender weddings up to local churches and individual
clergy.
“If we have affirmed the One Church Plan but do not
interpret or define it, it will be defined by those who
do not support it – on the right and the left,” said
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter Jr., one of the contributors
to the new site onechurchplan.org.
“This is fundamental to our teaching office and our
promise to seek unity.”
Carter, who leads the Florida Conference, is the
president of the Council of Bishops. However, the
new website is not the work of the full council but a
subset of episcopal leaders. Among the contributors
featured on the site are Bishops Cynthia Fierro
Harvey, Sue Haupert-Johnson, LaTrelle Easterling and
Robert Schnase.
The site includes a “Frequently Asked Questions”
page, a summary of the plan, blogs, videos and
podcasts featuring interviews with various bishops
about their support. While most of the content,
such as the blogs and videos, can be found on other
sites, the bishops wanted to put the information in a
central location.
“The offering of teaching resources is in the spirit of
our ongoing motivations – to help the delegations
to do their best work as they prepare for St. Louis
and to make every effort to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3),” Carter
said by email.

The 2016 General Conference voted for the bishops
to form the Way Forward Commission to look
for ways to foster church unity after rumors of a
potential denomination split reached fever pitch. Most
of the same 864 clergy and lay delegates will be back
for the 2019 special session.

Church,” he said by email.

Harvey said the new website “is an appropriate
facet of the teaching office of bishop, and fulfills
our mandate of spiritual leadership from the 2016
General Conference.”

“General Conference asked bishops to lead,”
Nuckols told UMNS. “And they’ve made a very large,
concerted to help lead the church in a difficult time.
They created the commission and collaborated with
the commission, so we could do our work.”

Currently, the denomination officially prohibits “selfavowed practicing” gay clergy and the blessing of
same-sex unions. But a number of United Methodists
have publicly defied these prohibitions.

Fellow commission member Dave Nuckols offered
a different take both on Twitter and in an interview.
Nuckols, General Conference delegate from the
Minnesota Conference, said the bishops are offering
information delegates can use in evaluating the plans.
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The Traditional Plan would keep the restrictions
and strengthen enforcement. The Connectional
Conference Plan would amend the denomination’s
constitution – a high bar – to reorganize the
denomination based on views around LGBTQ
ministry. Other legislative petitions, beyond the three
plans in the commission report, also could be under
consideration at the special session.
Leaders of the Western Jurisdiction, which
encompasses conferences that have long challenged
prohibitions related to homosexuality, have endorsed
the One Church Plan. They also pointed to the new
website as a resource that offers clarity.
However, some supporters of the Traditional Plan
raised concerns on Twitter that the new website
violates these bishops’ commitment to ensure
delegates “that we are acting transparently and not
orchestrating or manipulating the process toward a
desired end.”
Bishops do not have a vote at General Conference,
but they do preside during the assembly’s plenary
sessions.
“The bishops will preside over very important and
delicate deliberations,” said the Rev. Jorge Acevedo
on Twitter. “On my estimation, it does not foster a
culture of trust.”

In the design and hosting of a website, bishops said,
cost-saving measures were employed and in-kind
donations of time and service were accepted. No
funds from any annual conference, episcopal office or
the Council of Bishops were used.

Acevedo, lead pastor of the multi-campus Grace
Church in southwestern Florida, is a member of the
Commission on a Way Forward. The commission
has concluded its nine meetings but will be making a
presentation at the special General Conference.

The Council of Bishops called the special session
of the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly in
St. Louis to act on a report from the 32-member
Commission on a Way Forward. The report includes
legislation for three plans that offer different
directions for the denomination’s future – the One
Church, Connectional Conference and Traditional
plans.

“The bishops’ strong advocating for the One Church
Plan says to many traditionalists that a large number
of bishops do not see a place for those of us who
hold these sexual values as issues of conscience in the
bishops’ vision of the future of the United Methodist

He told United Methodist News Service that another
concern he has is for fellow traditionalists around
issues of homosexuality.

Image of home page courtesy of onechurchplan.org

Bishops who support the One Church Plan debut a website with information on the
proposal, which will be among other legislation submitted to the 2019 special General
Conference.

To urge the bishops to be silent now that the
legislation is public, he said, “would be depriving the
church of information it needs such as why they
recommend the One Church Plan and how they will
implement contextual differentiation.”
Bishops who support the One Church Plan say
they see the plan as a way to protect freedom of
conscience among United Methodists of varied
theological views.
The key takeaways of the plan, the website says, are:
“Pastors are not forced to but able to marry samesex couples. Conferences are not forced to but able
to ordain gay people. Congregations are not forced
to but able to host same-sex weddings on church
property.”
(Heather Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United
Methodist News Service.)

JUDICIAL COUNCIL SETS FEBRUARY DOCKET, TURNS
DOWN RECONSIDERATION OF TRADITIONAL PLAN RULING
BY LINDA BLOOM

ST. LOUIS – When the United Methodist Judicial
Council holds a special session in February, the agenda
will include the first administrative appeal to come its way
under authorization of the 2016 United Methodist Book of
Discipline.
What will not be on the docket is a request for a
partial reconsideration of the top court’s unanimous ruling
in October on two proposed plans for the future of The
United Methodist Church from the Commission on a Way
Forward.
The Judicial Council’s Feb. 19-22 special session in St.
Louis occurs just before the special General Conference,

which meets Feb. 23-26 at the America’s Center Convention
Complex there to consider various plans to resolve the
decades-old conflict over homosexuality. The council also
will convene as needed during General Conference.
In October’s Decision 1366, the court found the One
Church Plan to be largely constitutional but ruled that
problems in the Traditional Plan petitions would need to be
addressed before that plan could pass a constitutional test.
In a Dec. 7 email to the Rev. Thomas Lambrecht —
who made the request for partial reconsideration — and
other interested parties, the Rev. Luan-Vu “Lui” Tran,
Judicial Council secretary, said the request “failed to reach
the requisite majority vote” of council members and was

denied.
A second request was ruled out of order. Only one
reconsideration request can be filed per decision by an
interested party, Tran explained.
The administrative appeal on the February docket
comes from a former United Methodist clergy member in
the Florida Conference.
The Rev. Erik Seise, who lives in Tallahassee, Florida,
appealed to Judicial Council a ruling by the Southeastern
Jurisdiction Committee on Appeals. The committee upheld
a conference decision that led to his involuntary leave of
absence and discontinuance as a provisional member of the
Florida Conference. The jurisdictional appeals committee

RULING CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Opinions still vary on the Way Forward
BY JIM PATTERSON
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – The special
called session of the General Conference — set
for Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis — will attempt to find
common ground on the issue of same-sex marriage
and ordination of homosexuals. Image by United
Methodist News Service.
The special called session of the General
Conference — set for Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis — will
attempt to find common ground on the issue of
same-sex marriage and ordination of homosexuals.
Image by United Methodist News Service.
Many United Methodists are hoping a
clear direction on how the church relates to
homosexuality will emerge at the special called
session of the General Conference in February.
Important stakeholders are claiming their
positions, including some who make preserving
unity in the church a priority.
“The hope is that … we’ve created enough
urgency in the system to get us unstuck,” said the
Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, chief connectional
ministries officer at the Connectional Table. “Now
getting unstuck might also be really hard and really
painful. … But being stuck is a choice, you know?”
Delegates to the Feb. 23-26 gathering in St.
Louis will consider plans to deal with the status
of LGBTQ United Methodists, who want equal
treatment when it comes to ordination and
marriage.
The United Methodist Book of Discipline states
that the practice of homosexuality is incompatible
with Christian teaching and that “self-avowed
practicing homosexuals” cannot be clergy. The
Discipline also bans ceremonies that celebrate
same-sex unions in United Methodist churches.
Despite these rules, same-gender weddings
have been performed in United Methodist churches
and by United Methodist clergy. Clergy have
publicly declared they are gay, sometimes losing
their credentials.

What The Book of Discipline
currently says
The United Methodist Book of Discipline states that:
• The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian
teaching. Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals are
not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers or
appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.
• Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be
conducted by our ministers and shall not be conducted in
our churches.
“It seems like it’s no longer possible for us
to live together in one body,” said the Rev. Tom
Lambrecht, vice president and general manager
of Good News, an unofficial group of United
Methodists who support upholding the ban on
same-sex marriage and gay clergy.
“Between those who are adamantly promoting
the affirmation of same-sex marriage and LGBTQ
ordination and those of us who believe that is
contrary to Scripture, it doesn’t seem like there’s
a middle ground or a compromise point that will
satisfy people.”
The most prominent plans submitted for
consideration at the special conference are the
Connectional Conference Plan, the One Church

Plan, the Simple Plan, the Traditional Plan and the
Modified Traditional Plan.

One Church Plan

The Council of Bishops said in recommending
the One Church Plan that it provides conferences,
churches and pastors the flexibility to pursue their
mission while retaining the connectional nature of
the church. The plan leaves decisions of whether to
allow same-gender weddings up to local churches
and gay ordination up to annual conferences.
“The question is, ‘Can we continue to be a
one church denomination which allows us to
have ministry in Liberia and the Philippines and
in Europe and in the United States?’” said Bishop
Kenneth H. Carter Jr., president of the Council of
Bishops.
“We are not a small denomination with one
ethnicity, with one political perspective, with one
theological perspective. We’re a global church on
four continents. And what is compelling to me
about the One Church Plan is that it does create a
home for the people who are now in The United
Methodist Church.”

Traditional Plan

Most African United Methodists favor the
Traditional Plan, said the Rev. Forbes Matonga,
pastor-in-charge at Nyadire Mission Centre in
Zimbabwe and a delegate to the February special
session.
The plan maintains the current disciplinary
language on homosexuality and strengthens
enforcement. Matonga is also a leader in the
Wesleyan Covenant Association, an unofficial
group that advocates the traditionalist perspective.
“This plan is consistent with what is culturally
acceptable in most African countries,” Matonga
said. “So any plan that proposes to authorize the
practice of homosexuality either explicitly or
discretely is unacceptable to us.” According to
Amnesty International, homosexuality is illegal in
36 African countries and legal in 19.
Endorsers of the Traditional Plan include
the Estonia Conference and the North Central
Jurisdiction Hispanic Caucus. The South Georgia
Conference passed a resolution affirming the
present Disciplinary language on homosexuality.
At a gathering of the Africa Initiative, an unofficial
advocacy group, speakers offered support for the
Traditional Plan. The Texas Conference delegates
voted to endorse the Traditional Plan. Of those
present and voting at a delegate meeting, 15 voted
for the plan, eight opposed and two abstained.
And while the African bishops have not
endorsed a plan, saying that is up to General
Conference delegates, they did unanimously
reaffirm their view that marriage is between one
man and one woman and vow to “maintain the
unity” of the church.
The North Central Jurisdiction Hispanic
Caucus said in its endorsement of the Traditional
Plan that it would maintain biblical standards
to be welcoming while keeping the current bans
on homosexuality, as well as other forms of
extramarital sex.

Modified Traditional Plan

The Modified Traditional Plan beefs up
enforcement against bishops who violate the
Book of Discipline and includes $200,000 grants
for annual conferences who wish to leave the
denomination over the issue of homosexuality. It is
supported by the Renewal and Reform Coalition,
which includes Good News, the Confessing
Movement within The United Methodist Church,

UMAction, Taskforce of United Methodists on
Abortion and Sexuality and the Wesleyan Covenant
Association.
“Some of us felt that (the Traditional Plan)
needed to be more complete than it was, especially
the whole accountability issue,” said the Rev.
Maxie Dunnam, minister-at-large at Christ United
Methodist Church in Memphis. “We felt that …
needed to be clarified more.”
Some modified plan advocates are also
supportive of the original Traditional Plan. And
others want the Traditional Plan modified in
different ways than the changes added by the
Modified Traditional Plan.
“It is unfortunate that going back to the
drawing board to hammer out a new plan
garnering broader support isn’t likely,” according to
the Rev. Chris Ritter, pastor of a multi-site ministry
in Illinois that includes Geneseo First UMC and
Cambridge UMC.
Ritter, also a leader in the Wesleyan Covenant
Association, thinks some common ground
might be possible between the One Church and
Traditional plans.
“The fact that legislation deadlines have passed
and camps have formed around the existing plans
has unfortunately limited the continued creativity
of our church,” Ritter said on his blog, People Need
Jesus.
Others perceive the divide as too great for
effective compromise.
“It’s time to stop fighting,” said the Rev. Rob
Renfroe, president and publisher of Good News.
“We have good people on both sides. We see things
very differently. We’re never going to convince each
other that we’re right and they’re wrong. … “Let’s
say, ‘You go your way. Let us go our way. We’ll see
who God blesses, maybe both of us.’ But we don’t
need to do this to each other any longer.”
Among those supporting the One Church
Plan are the Council of Bishops, the Alaska
Conference, the Western Jurisdiction, the
Baltimore-Washington Conference, the Northern
Illinois Conference and Methodists Associated
Representing the Cause of Hispanic/Latino
Americans.
Uniting Methodists, an unofficial group
formed in 2017 to promote unity in the church,
also has endorsed the plan and is working for its
passage. And the Rev. Mark Holland, a Great Plains
clergy delegate to General Conference, formed
Mainstream UMC to work for passage of the One
Church Plan.
The Rev. Tom Berlin, lead pastor of Floris
United Methodist Church in Herndon, Virginia,
was a member of the Commission on a Way
Forward and submitted the One Church Plan
legislation to the General Conference. He likes the
One Church Plan because it would let Africans and
other traditionalist United Methodists do what they
feel is right within their culture and context.
“I support the One Church Plan because I
believe we live in a broad and diverse denomination
that needs room to exercise a variety of options,”
Berlin said. “Being United Methodist has never
meant that I have to agree with every single person
in the congregation on every single thing.”
United Methodists have the right to reflect
theologically through use of Scripture, tradition,
reason and experience, the Alaska Conference said
in a statement.
“Because of this, we are likely to come up with
different answers to the same question because
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of differences in our contexts and experience.
The One Church Plan acknowledges those
differences and allows for freedom in our
conclusions.”

The Simple Plan

The Simple Plan, which calls for removal
of the language in the Book of Discipline that
excludes LGBTQ people from full participation
in the church, is proposed by the unofficial
United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus.
“The United Methodist Church can choose
to remove the restrictive language from our
Book of Discipline without forcing the hand
of those who are still wrestling with the idea of
the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ persons in the
church,” the caucus said in a statement. “(It)
does not require any United Methodist clergy
to perform a same-gender wedding. Individual
congregations would be allowed to continue in
their own discernment.”

Connectional Conference Plan

The Connectional Conference Plan lacks
endorsements and the United Methodist
Judicial Council did not rule on its
constitutionality when it considered the three
plans in the Way Forward report. The council
said it has no authority to scrutinize that plan
because it would require several constitutional
amendments.
Some United Methodist organizations
are stressing the importance of keeping the
denomination whole. The Northern Illinois
Conference quotes Methodist founder John
Wesley’s sermon “On Schism” to make this
point.
“It is the nature of love to unite us together;
and the greater the love, the stricter the union,”
Wesley said. “Nothing can divide those whom
love has united. It is only when our love grows
cold, that we can think of separating from our
brethren.”
The unofficial group Reconciling Ministries
Network, which seeks equality of LGBTQ
Christians, is not endorsing any of the plans.
“It is with this humility that Reconciling
Ministries Network will work continuously
within Church structures to fully invite,
welcome, and celebrate LGBTQ+ people in
the life and leadership of our beloved Church,”
the RMN said in a statement. “We remain
committed to the work of adopting legislation
that ends oppression as well as the ongoing
journey toward doing no harm, doing all the
good we can, and loving God.”
Although the issue of homosexuality in
the church is important, other challenges are
arguably more pressing, said Urs Schweizer,
assistant to Bishop Patrick Streiff in central
and southern Europe. Among those issues
are sharing faith in post-modern and highly
secularized societies, migration, breakdown of
families, consumer society and poverty.
“The most important aim (at the special
session) is to find a way that does not create
winners and losers, does not allow some to
stay in the United Methodist Church while
encouraging others to leave,” Schweizer said.
“Many United Methodists in central and
southern Europe would rather focus on staying
together as one church, as diverse as we may be
on some ethical issues.”
(Jim Patterson is a United Methodist News
Service reporter in Nashville, Tennessee.)

Main plans submitted to GC2019

The most prominent plans submitted for
consideration at the special conference are:

The One Church Plan would shift to
churches and conferences decisions regarding
ministry with or by LGBTQ persons rather
than maintaining a single standard that operates
throughout the worldwide church. It would also
remove some of the language in the Book of
Discipline that limit LGBTQ people’s involvement
as United Methodists.
The Connectional Conference Plan would
create three connectional conferences based
on perspective on LGBTQ issues. The three
connectional conferences would function
throughout the worldwide church and the five
existing U.S. jurisdictions would be abolished.

The Simple Plan would remove all language
from the Book of Discipline that excludes
LGBTQ people from full participation in the
church.
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The Traditional Plan would affirm the current
language about homosexuality in the Book of
Discipline and seek to strengthen enforcement
for violations.
The Modified Traditional Plan would add to
the Traditional Plan a committee with authority
to hold bishops accountable to the sexuality
standards in the Book of Discipline. It would
offer a $200,000 grant to annual conferences
that want to leave the denomination because of
disagreement over LGBTQ issues.

RULING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
found that the appeal was valid but that named conference
bodies involved in the case made no errors in church law while
reaching its decisions.
In Paragraph 2718.3 of the 2016 United Methodist Book
of Discipline, the order of appeals “on questions of procedures
in an administrative process” starts with the decision of
the conference relations committee, continues through the
conference administrative review committee and the central
conference or jurisdictional appeals committee and ends with
the Judicial Council.
Paragraph 2718.4 sets up the requirements for an appeal in
such cases. But the appellate bodies can only rule on whether
errors in church law were made that would “vitiate” or impair
the legal validity of the recommendation and/or action of the
administrative body.
Another docket item, regarding an appeal of a decision
by the North Central Jurisdictional Conference on Appeals, is
continued from the court’s October meeting. At that meeting,
Judicial Council directed the Rev. Gregory Stover, counsel
for the West Ohio Conference, to file a brief explaining how
language in the Book of Discipline authorizes him to file the
appeal.
In March 2018, the jurisdictional appeals committee
found that a West Ohio Conference investigative committee
made errors of church law in dismissing some of the charges
against the Rev. David Meredith, a Cincinnati pastor who
married a same-sex partner in 2016. The committee also asked

the conference to hold off on any further judicial proceedings
until after the denomination’s special General Conference in
February.
Items on the February agenda that were deferred by the
council in October include:
• A review of a decision of law by Baltimore-Washington
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, who ruled during the 2018
annual conference session that two individuals the Board
of Ordained Ministry had approved were not eligible for
ordination and commissioning because they are “selfavowed practicing homosexuals.”
• A request by the Standing Committee on Central
Conference Matters about mistakes made during General
Conference 2016 regarding the retirement of central
conference bishops.
• A review of a decision of law by North Texas Bishop
Michael McKee that a question on a tabled resolution
related to the issue of human sexuality was out of order.
• Reviews of two separate decisions of law by Greater New
Jersey Bishop John Schol. The first is about participation
in a lawsuit filed against the New Jersey State Board of
Education and Acting Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Education. The second is about the
scheduling of “church superconferences” at locations other
than the involved local churches.
(Linda Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist
News Service and is based in New York.)

UMRC

UNITED MEDIA
RESOURCE CENTER

Advent DVD studies for adults available from the UMRC
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

DVDs:
#101090 All I Want for Christmas: Opening the 		
Gifts of God's Grace – 5 sessions
#102162 Because of Bethlehem – 4 sessions
#103141 Christmas Gifts That Won't Break – 5 sessions
#104090 Down to Earth – 4 sessions
#106083 Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes
of Joseph – 4 sessions
#106066 Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam –
5 sessions
#107107 Gift of the Nutcracker – 4 sessions
#108069 Home for Christmas: Tales of Hope
and Second Chances – 4 sessions

#110020 Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem –
5 sessions
#114046 Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back
to Bethlehem – 5 sessions
#118069 Redemption of Scrooge – 4 sessions
#119133 Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas
– 5 sessions
#123081 Why in the World: The Reason God Became
One of Us – 4 sessions
#123095 Wonder of Christmas: Once You Believe,
Anything Is Possible – 4 sessions
Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.
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Change was in the air
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”
Matthew 28:19-20
BY DEB FOERTSCH
Savoy UMC

Something big was definitely in the air that Friday
morning in the Philippines! On Oct. 26, at an
outdoor, spring-fed swimming pool near Legazpi,
expectation was definitely in the air. Maybe it would
storm? Certainly, the breeze was picking up a bit,
the coconut trees on the mountainside surrounding
the pool swayed, and the morning had changed from
bright sunshine to overcast. Change was in the air.

eager to see how they’d be called to participate and
assist. Expectation was definitely in the air.

And then the people came! Dressed in white, youths
and adults from Legazpi and surrounding areas in
the Philippines came—by van, by boat, by foot, by
jeepneys—many having traveled hours over rough
roads and some who had traveled over water for
two hours before their overland journey. They came
to be baptized, ready to commit themselves to a
new life in Christ Jesus. Families and friends also
came to prepare food, help shepherd the youth,
witness, celebrate, and many to reaffirm their own
faith. The seats were almost filled.
And there was prayer! VIM members together
with the candidates, in partners and in small circles,
prayed as still more believers came. And when all
one hundred forty people had arrived, the Baptism
service began with song and greetings, prayer,
confession, pardon. Then during the message, at the
very moment the significance of water was being
emphasized, it rained-- a warm, gentle rain and a
physical reminder to participants of God’s presence
in their surroundings, in their lives, and in their hearts.
As the message ended, the rain ended, the
sky brightened, and the candidates were each
introduced, lining up to be ushered into the water by
VIM friends, and ready to receive the sacrament of
Baptism. Thirty-eight youth and adults were baptized
by full immersion in the clear pool waters, and
sixty-two believers reaffirmed their faith. There were
prayers, tears, and smiles as the recipients waded out
of the water into the sun and a new life.

Photo courtesy of Cecilia Granadosin

The pool area had been transformed into a
church, complete with altar, flowers, candles, Bible,
and a Cross, and seating had been arranged for
over one hundred worshippers. Pastors, four from
the Philippines and four from the Volunteers in
Mission (VIM) team from the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference., were dressed in white with newly
sewn stoles for the occasion. The liturgy had been
prepared, and the message readied for presentation
in both Tagalog and English so that all worshippers
could understand the service. The order of worship
and hymn lyrics were printed and ready to be
distributed, and lay members of the VIM team were

After the service and the benediction, there was
celebration—youth and adults splashed in the
water before sharing delicious foods, fellowship, and
praise for God’s blessings. Of course there are many
personal stories to tell of Jesus’s presence in the
Philippines that morning: the woman who’d only
recently come to church through a sewing ministry
and had decided to be baptized and become part
of God’s church; the pastors, paired up and waist
deep in water with their welcoming smiles and
outstretched arms; a woman, very afraid of the water
yet desiring to be baptized, graciously met by pastors
at the steps of the pool so that she could put her
face into the water and receive the sacrament; the
VIM usher, soggy in her clothes and feeling blessed
to participate in the transformation of so many lives,
including her own; and the team member praying
that this not be a “once in a lifetime” experience,
that others in the world would also experience this
closeness to God. These stories are celebrations of
that day and of God’s amazing love for His children.

Thirty-eight persons baptized, sixtytwo reaffirmed, one hundred lives
dedicated to Jesus and his Church on
a transformative Friday morning in the
Philippines! Praise God! The Church is
indeed alive!
Local Churches:
Mt. Zion UMC
Bread of Life UMC
Legazpi UMC
Claveria UMC
Full of Life UMC
Pastors:
Rev. Dolly Alvarez
Rev. Marc Brown
Rev. Dante Datoon
Rev. Cecilia Granadosin
Rev. Arlene Sodario
Rev. Nerisa Talisic
Rev. Eugene Turner
Rev. Grace Verganio
Rev. Jerome Alvarez,
District Superintendent
Rev. Stephen Locke Granadosin,
District Superintendent
Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Volunteers in Mission Team to the
Philippines, October 2018:
Rev. Marc Brown
Cindy Cook
Deb Foertsch
Madonna Foster
Rev. Cecilia Granadosin
Rev. Stephen Granadosin, D.S.
Sharon Hicks
Patrick Lindsey
Stephen Main
Deb Nuske
Rev. Eugene Turner

Recycle your sheet music and songbooks
TINLEY PARK – Churches revamping its music
libraries are asked to consider recycling its old music
before throwing it in to a trash bin.
A layperson from the Northern Illinois Conference
has organized a collection for churches in the Philippines
to use the old sheet music.
Filipino deaconesses are adequately trained in music

and are looking for material and new songs to teach.
Cantatas, songbooks and hymnals are welcome.
Contact Pong Javier at 708-268-7003 or email abjavierjr@gmail.com A list of materials would be helpful in
determining what they can accept with discussion on pick
up and delivery options.
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SUNSET APARTMENTS,
MMDC HELP THOSE IN
NEED THIS CHRISTMAS

QUINCY – It's the season of giving and
that's exactly what Sunset Apartments in Quincy
did Dec. 11. Quincy's Sunset Apartments and
United Methodist Church Midwest Mission
Distribution Center assembled 100 food packs
for disaster and humanitarian relief world-wide.
Each pack is made to serve six people and
contains protein powder, dehydrated vegetables,

soy and white rice.
“They may have a meal today that they won't
have otherwise and not just a meal, but a meal
that will help with their nutritional needs. So,
I think that's the great thing to think that we're
making a difference in the world," said Rev. Dixie
Croxton of Sunset Home and Apartments.

Photo courtesy of Tracy Hagman

Living Springs Camp sold, buyer to continue camping tradition
BY PAUL BLACK

LEWISTOWN – The trustees of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference announced Dec. 18 that they have reached an
agreement with a buyer for the purchase of Living Springs
Camp near Lewistown.
Contracts were signed between the conference and
Mr. and Mrs. Hector Corona of Chicago. Plans for the
property are to continue using it as a camp for children
and youth in Chicago who are in need of new directions
for their lives and live in communities which are filled with
drugs and crime.
The final purchase price for the 160-acre campground and
buildings is $900,000, with the closing set for June 1, 2019.
Under the agreement, the Coronas will take possession of
the camp and begin repairs on the property Jan. 15. The
buyer will be responsible for all utilities and taxes (should
the county revert the property from tax-exempt to nonexempt). The buyer must also provide proof of liability
insurance.
The buyer will pay $50,000 in non-refundable earnest
money Jan. 15 and an additional non-refundable $50,000
April 15 should the buyer be unable to close June 1. The
buyers are already financially qualified to purchase the
property.
Proceeds from the sale of Living Springs Camp will be
directed toward capital improvements at East Bay Camp in
Hudson and Little Grassy Camp in Makanda. Living Springs
is the third and final camp that was closed by action of the
2015 Annual Conference.
“As we close on the sale of Living Springs, we celebrate
the ministry that happened on this site and all the lives that
were impacted for Christ there,” said IGRC Coordinator of
Camping Patric Newton. “God has been unfolding a new
vision for Camping and Retreat Ministry in our Conference

and we are committed to living into that vision. Completing
the sale of our former sites moves us one step closer
toward the goal of revitalizing East Bay, Little Grassy, and
Beulah.”

and bathe in the springs. A resort ensued during the 1920’s
but the facilities fell into disrepair and were vandalized. The
Depler family were willing to sell the property to others
who would be able to manage it.

IGRC Director of Administrative Services Mike Potts agreed.

In 1927, the Methodist Protestant Church saw an
opportunity and the 1928 Annual Conference approved the
purchase for $7,000, with the final payment paid on a loan
from the Illinois Methodist Protestant Board of Education
and the Board of Pensions and Relief on Oct. 17, 1929.

“2018 has been an excellent year for the future of the
IGRC Camping strategic plan,” he said. “The IGRC Trustees
under the leadership of Betty Treat have spent many hours
to ensure the efficient sale of the Conference camps, having
two camps sold in one year is proof of this. My gratitude
and congratulations to both the Camping program and the
Trustees for a job well done.”
CAMPING TRADITION CONTINUES
The Coronas currently operate City Kids Camp in Dixon.
City Kids Camp is a program of Educate-Trade-Create, an
Illinois-based 501c3 non-for-profit corporation committed
to providing adventure, fun, hope and life-changing
experiences for children who live in some of Chicago’s
most violent-prone areas.
The camp encouraged kids to stay in school and away from
gang activities and other destructive or criminal behaviors
too common in under-resourced communities. Based
on the principle that it is better to build boys and girls
today than repair men and women tomorrow, City Kids
Camp is financed through partner corporations and child
sponsorship and outreach programs.
HISTORY OF LIVING SPRINGS CAMP
Living Springs Camp’s history began in 1904 when a group
of citizens in Lewistown contracted with an itinerant
“dowser” to search for oil. The ideal spot for drilling was
identified as the James Depler farm on the north side of
Big Creek, 4 miles northwest of Lewistown.
While oil was never found, an artesian well was discovered
with water full of minerals where persons would come

The first annual conference was held at grounds in 1929 at
which time the camp was dedicated.
In 1939, the Methodist Protestant Church united with the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South to form the Methodist Church with
ownership being turned over to the Illinois Conference of
the Methodist Church, a predecessor of the Central Illinois
Conference.
In 1945, the camp was given the name Epworth Springs
with a chapel built in 1946. In March 1954, the chapel
was named Broomfield Hall in honor of Dr. John Calvin
Broomfield. Although Methodist Protestants had no
bishops, two were elected from their ranks for the newlyformed Methodist Church. Broomfield was one of the two
elected and went on to serve the St. Louis Area of the
Methodist Church.
Additional land was purchased and changes to the facilities
occurred through the years, including Fellheimer Lodge
which was constructed in 1988 after a fire destroyed the
old lodge.
In 1997, when the Central Illinois and Southern Illinois
conferences merged, the newly-formed conference had
five campsites – including Epworth Springs in Lewistown
and Epworth Camp in Louisville. The camp was renamed
Living Springs to avoid confusion with the campsite in Clay
County.

JANUARY 2019

(LEFT) Residents of Sunset Apartments assemble food kits
containing protein powder, dehydrated vegetables, soy and white
rice at Sunset Apartments on Dec. 11. One hundred kits were
assembled while each food kit can feed six people. The United
Methodist Church’s Midwest Mission Distribution Center received
the kits for U.S. and worldwide disaster or humanitarian relief.
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Hall of Fame singer, five-time Grammy
winner in concert at 2019 Annual Conference
PEORIA – The only person in history to be a member of the Gospel
Music Hall of Fame, the Kentucky Music Hall of Fame and the Amateur
Radio Hall of Fame is 5-time Grammy and 11-time Dove Award winner
Larnelle Harris. Harris will be in concert on Friday, June 7, 7:30 p.m. at
Peoria Civic Center’s Carver Arena in a concert for the Our Conference,
Our Kids campaign.
Pre-sale of concert tickets will begin Feb. 15 and run through Feb. 28. Price
on the tickets are $20 and $30 per ticket (plus processing fees). A code
will be announced just before the pre-sale that will give you access to the
early purchase of tickets. Tickets go on sale to the public March 1 through
Ticketmaster at a cost of $5 more.
Harris recently released his first memoir entitled, Shaped Notes: How
Ordinary People with Extraordinary Gifts Influenced my Life and Career which
became a #1 best-selling book on Amazon within three days of its release.
The book offers long-time fans of Harris a glimpse into the childhood
and early career of one of Christian music’s most renowned vocalists. And
Harris admits, at times, it was a difficult process to go through.
“There were a few tears shed through the writing process,” says Harris.
“Remembering all the people who have poured into my life and how they
helped me was humbling. I hope what readers take away from this book is
that we all have people in our lives that we can influence for the good or

for the bad. And I sometimes wonder where I would have ended up had
it not been for the people who came across my path and encouraged me
with their words and actions.”
In addition to his Grammy and Dove Awards, including being named Male
Vocalist of the Year three times by the gospel music industry, Harris has
garnered 19 #1 national radio singles and countless top 10 hits. Songs such
as How Excellent Is Thy Name, I Miss My Time with You, and his signature song,
Amen, are now considered modern gospel classics.
From the White House to the 38th Parallel, Harris has impacted audiences
across the globe with his music. He was the first gospel artist to perform
inside the Kremlin after the fall of the Soviet Union. He is one of a handful
of celebrities to receive the Ad Council's Silver Bell Award for Distinguished
Public Service in recognition of his song Mighty Spirit as the theme song
for the longest-running Public Service Announcement in television history.
Harris was recently honored by his home state of Kentucky with the
Governor’s Lifetime Achievement Award in the Arts.
Harris was a featured performer for the Billy Graham crusades for many
years and is seen frequently on Gaither Homecoming television shows.
He recently performed at the National Day of Prayer event in Washington
D.C., New York’s Carnegie Hall, and for a gathering of U.N. Ambassadors in
our nation’s capitol, among other national and international venues.

PRE-SALE TICKETS AVAILABLE TO IGRC
FEBRUARY 15-28TH
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Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund

wise men
and women
still seek him..

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

Let Preachers’ Aid help you with your financial planning in 2019.
See us about estate planning, gift annuities, and on-going contributions.

