
General Conference 
2019 at a glance
The 2019 special session of the General Conference will be held in The Dome, part of 
the America’s Center Convention Complex in St. Louis. 

The Committee on Reference manages to maintain a sense of humor while 
undertaking the challenge of what petitions can be considered by the special 
session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church. The 
committee met Jan. 11-12 in Dallas.

UMNS photo by Sam Hodges

Photo by Dan Donovan, courtesy of the St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission. 
All rights reserved.
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 Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.  Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.

Resources available to borrow from the UMRC!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

DVDs:
#103149 Case for Easter -- Lee Strobel – 4 sessions
#105092 Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to Holy Week – 
 Amy-Jill Levine – 6 sessions
#113085  Made for a Miracle: From Your Ordinary to God's Extraordinary –  
 Mike Slaughter – 6 sessions
#119162 Seven-Mile Miracle: Experience the Last Words of Christ as  
 Never Before – Steven Furtick – 7 sessions
#123103 What Makes a Hero? The Death-Defying Ministry of Jesus –  
 Matt Rawle – 6 sessions
#123104 With Jesus in the Upper Room -- Maxie Dunnam –  
 7 sessions

Books:
#817299 Messy Easter – Jane Leadbetter
#817301 Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ –  
 Fleming Rutledge
#817303 Resurrection: A Pastor's Reading of the Major New Testament  
 Resurrection Passages – Phillip Thrailkill
#818225 Peacemaking Church: 8 Biblical Keys to Resolve Conflict and  
 Preserve Unity – Curtis Heffelfinger
#818226 E. Stanley Jones and Sharing the Good News in a Pluralistic  
 Society – F. Douglas Powe, Jr. and Jack Jackson, editors
#818229 Tenacious Solidarity: Biblical Provocations on Race, Religion,  
 Climate, and the Economy – Walter Brueggemann

More than 350 IGRC pastors (top) gathered for the 20th Covenant 
Keepers event. The annual event brings pastors together for study 
and fellowship (above).

Bloomington Wesley’s Mission 
Call (above) presented a concert 
recently for the congregation’s 
Honduras Partnership. For the 
past six years, construction 
teams have traveled to the 
Central American country. See 
Page 4.

Students from the 
University of Illinois’ 
Wesley Foundation and 
Cunningham Home are 
forming relationships 
through sharing in 
a common mission 
experience. See Page 15.
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Bishop Frank Beard

Time for Gracious Grace
GRACE. We talk about it, sing about 

it, teach about it, preach about it, but do we 
really put grace into action? 

My hope is that the Christian under-
standing of grace goes far deeper than the 
secular understanding of grace.  Our secular 
society understands grace as a type of respect-
ful decorum filled with politeness and civility. 
It is an elegance based on refinement and 
poise that is evident through one’s presence.

Grace, from a Christian point of view, 
is simply, God’s unmerited favor offered to 
us with no strings attached. We cannot buy 
it, earn it, steal it, and we most certainly do 
not deserve it. The literal root word for grace 
means “gift.” Grace from God is a free gift! 
God’s free gift is demonstrated to us in the 
life, death, resurrection, ascension and prom-
ised return of Jesus Christ.

In just a few short days representatives 
from around the globe will gather in St. 
Louis, Mo., to participate in our denomina-
tion’s General Conference.  The General 
Conference is the official legislative body that 
determines the rules and policies that govern 
our denomination.  It is the only official voice 
of our global community of believers. Dele-
gates, observers, media personnel, concerned 
laity and clergy have all been eagerly awaiting 
this much publicized and highly anticipated 
gathering.  

The purpose of this special called session 
is to look at the denomination’s policies and 
practices in regard to issues around human 
sexuality.  Some fear that our varied theologi-
cal positions, and personal preferences, on 
these issues, are so incompatible that we can 
no longer remain “united” as Methodist. 

As you can imagine, each position, 
believes that their viewpoint is the correct 
stance and that the delegates to the General 
Conference should adopt legislation that sup-
ports their opinion. The rhetoric from each 
camp has become so intense that many are 
afraid that the denomination will fracture 
and splinter. Many are waiting for this con-
ference to help answer the question, “what 
will happen to our denomination?”

One of the prayers that I am praying 
is that no matter what decisions are pro-
posed and are finally voted upon, is that 
each person is determined to be a conduit of 
God’s grace.  As brothers and sisters and co-
recipients of God’s grace, I believe the Lord 
requires and expects us to model and extend 
grace to one another. After all, we are bound 
together in Christ and we are held together 
because of his love for each of us.

Gracious grace is filled with civility an-
chored in the understanding of God’s amaz-
ing unmerited favor lavished on each of us, 
even though we do not deserve it. Gracious 

grace is the ability to 
disagree while agreeing 
to not be disagreeable, 
dismissive, or divisive in 
an attempt to be demon-
izing so that we might 
get “our way.”  Gracious 
grace recognizes that we 
are held together because 
of Jesus Christ, God’s gift freely offered to 
each of us. Gracious grace is a conviction 
that I will serve as a conduit for God’s love 
and mercy no matter what. Gracious grace 
understands that Jesus is the vine and we 
are the branches. We dare not cut ourselves 
off from family members because we have a 
variety of differing opinions. When we inten-
tionally sever ties with each other we run the 
risk of cutting ourselves off from the one that 
binds us together in grace filled love. Jesus is 
God’s best example of gracious grace. 

Pray for our delegates to exhibit gracious 
grace towards each other as they enter into 
this time of holy conferencing. Pray for our 
denomination that we will display evidence 
of Jesus’ presence within and among us. Let 
us be quick to offer gracious grace and space 
as together we find our way forward.

God Bless,
Bishop Beard 

Deaths
We have received word of 
the death of Rev. James R. 
Hunter, who died in Terre 
Haute Jan. 20. He was 95.

An American Baptist 
minister that served in four 

states during his ministry, Rev. Hunter served 
the Armstrong-Dennison charge in the former 
Mattoon District of the Central Illinois Conference 
from 1983 to 1988.

Memorial services will be held at a later date. 
An obituary and online condolences can be left 
with Pearce Funeral Home in Marshall, www.
pearcefuneralservices.com 

Retired IGRC pastor the Rev. 
John H. Woodruff died Jan. 
18 in Wilmore, Ky. He was 83.

Rev. Woodruff served 31 years 
of active ministry, including 17 
years as conference treasurer 

and business administrator for the former Central 
Illinois Conference and later, the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, retiring in 2001.

Condolences may be sent to his daughter, the 
Rev. Jennifer Woodruff Tait, 449 Hackett Pike, 
Richmond, KY  40475. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Frank Bateman Stanger Chair of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling at Asbury Theological 
Seminary or to the University of Michigan.

Karen Christianson, 
widow of the Rev. Roger 
Christianson, died Jan. 17 
mins in Davenport, Iowa. She 
was 81. 

She and her husband served 
churches in East Peoria, 

Carrollton, Colona, Springfield, Cambridge, Good 
Hope, Bloomington, Beardstown and Milford. He 
preceded her in death on March 19, 2011.

A complete obituary may be viewed at: https://
qconline.com/lifestyles/announcements/

obituaries/karen-christianson/
article_9da79127-05c6-5881-a143-
7d028fb39f8a.html 

Condolences may be left online at:  www.
esterdahl.com

Sarah Hsi-chen Chang Cha, 
widow of the Rev. David Y.K. 
Cha, died Jan. 15 in New York. 
She was 97.

Sarah was born in China and 
earned a bachelor's degree in 

Chemistry from Soochow University in Shanghai, 
China. Together, the Chas served six years in the 
former Central Illinois Conference, serving at 
Strasburg-Washington-Gaskill and Owaneco-
Buckeye, retiring in 1986. Rev. Cha died July 12, 
2011.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held later at 
the Victory Baptist Chinese Church in Rochester, N. 
Y. Interment will be Feb. 1 at Skylawn Memorial 
Park in San Mateo, Calif.

Condolences for the family may be left at: https://
www.anthonychapels.com/obituaries/Sarah-
Cha/#!/TributeWall 

Gretchen Sidell, a layperson 
from Pekin First UMC, died 
Jan. 8. She was 35.

Gretchen served on the 
conference committee on 
disability and spoke at the 

2016 Annual Conference (https://www.igrc.org/
newsdetail/how-my-walk-with-god-started-
to-roll-5138152). Although a brain stem stroke 
silenced her voice years earlier, Gretchen used her 
brain waves connected to a voice box to tell her 
story.

To view the complete obituary, visit: https://
www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/gretchen-
sidell-obituary?pid=191216372 

Rev. Donald T. Caspers, a retired pastor of the 
Iowa Conference, died Dec. 8 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
He was 94.

Rev. Caspers served most of 
his ministry in Iowa. However, 
Rev. Caspers was appointed 
to Victoria in 1953, serving 
several years before going 
back to Iowa. He also returned 

to Illinois and was the Director of Public Relations 
for The Baby Fold from 1971 to 1979.

A complete obituary can be found by visiting: 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/
TheGazette/obituary.aspx?page=lifestory&p
id=191007837  

Condolences can be left for the family at:

https://www.cedarmemorial.com/
Obituary/2018/Dec/Donald-T-Caspers/
Condolences.aspx 

Retired local pastor Oren 
R. Mulvany, died Jan. 3 in 
Lawrenceville. He was 90.

Rev. Mulvany served 10 years 
as a part-time local pastor in 
the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, retiring in 1995 

from the Landes-Union Chapel-Fairview charge. In 
retirement, he served several years at Chauncey. 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Lois Mulvany, 
6 Southern Meadows, Lawrenceville, IL. 62439-
2278.  

Retired pastor, the Rev. J. 
William Cooper, 77, died 
Dec. 28 in Hillsboro. 

Rev. Cooper served in the 
former Southern Illinois and 
later, the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, retiring Dec. 31, 

2003, as superintendent of the Vermilion River 
District.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Carolyn 
Cooper,  607 W Main St, PO Box 303, Coffeen IL 
62017-0303.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
basspattondeanfh.com/notices/John-CooperSr

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard 
appoints the following:

Ed Granadosin to East Alton First UMC, 
Mississippi River District, effective Feb. 1. Rev. 
Granadosin previously served in the Nevada 
Annual Conference as a full-time local pastor.

Change of status
Roger Scott Ross, transfer of membership to 
the Missouri Annual Conference, effective July 1.

Mary Runge, discontinuation of appointment, 
Spoon River District, effective Jan. 13.

Beard appoints Walker, Renner 
as new DSes, Zimmerman named 
interim superintendent
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard has an-
nounced the appointments of Rev. Allynn Walker and Rev. 
Charliam Renner as conference superintendents, effective 
July 1. Walker will be assigned to the Mississippi River 
District and Renner will be assigned to the Embarras River 
District.

Beard also announced that the Rev. Dr. Keith Zim-
merman has been named interim superintendent of the 
Vermilion River District, effective Feb. 1. Zimmerman will 
be filling in for the Rev. James Barnett during a convales-
cent period after Barnett underwent open heart surgery 
earlier this week.

ALLYNN WALKER
“Rev. Walker has had a fruit-filled ministry,” Beard 

said in making the appointment to the Mississippi River 
District. “She has served as a Deacon and as an Elder in the 
church. She is a gifted leader that has an infectious love for 
Jesus. She is a prayer warrior, an excellent administrator, 
and a skilled leader.”

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED ON  PAGE 2

Caring Bridge website established for Barnett
The family of Vermilion River District James Barnett has 
established a blog on the Caring Bridge website to keep 
persons informed of his post-surgical recovery.
Persons can visit www.caringbridge.org and search for 
“James Barnett.” One can also establish an account which 
enables notifications to be sent when new information 
becomes available.
Barnett suffered complications after undergoing open 
heart surgery Jan. 21.
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Ezra reporting now open for 
2018 annual reports
SPRINGFIELD – Links to the Ezra reporting 
system for churches to file their 2018 annual 
reports are now open.
A link has been provided in the upper right-hand 
corner of the IGRC homepage, "Ezra Report 
Login." You can also find the same link within your 
Church Portal Page which is where you found 
your Charge Conference forms this fall.
Enter your six-digit GCFA number as the user 
name and for the year's first log-in, use password 
as the "password" (all lowercase letters and no 
quotation marks). Once you log in, you will be 
asked to create a password for the reporting year.
Read more by visiting: www.igrc.org/ezra.  Log-in 
to Ezra at: http://ezra.gcfa.org.

Five-Star Mission program 
booklets posted online
SPRINGFIELD – 2019 Five-Star Mission books 
are now available for download on the IGRC 
website.
Download the booklet at: www.igrc.org/fivestar 

Opening to God Retreat
MAKANDA – The second Opening to God 
retreat will be at Little Grassy Camp Feb. 15-16.
Online registration continues through Feb. 1.
The purpose of this retreat is to provide 
immersion experiences to help lay and clergy 
explore spiritual disciplines they may have never 
tried before or that they would like to know 
more about in a safe to explore environment. 
Each small group session includes both lecture 
and practice time to actually try the practice 
featured in the session.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/OpeningtoGod  Download a brochure 
at: https://igrc.brtapp.com/files/tables/
content/9833153/fields/files/e6e74fa159904e24
bfe43cdf213d4508/2019openingtogod_retreat_
brochure.pdf

Virginia UMC hosts music 
presentation on Illinois history
VIRGINIA – Virginia United Methodist Church 
will host "Our Land Between the Rivers" by 

singer/songwriter/instrumentalist, Barry Cloyd 
on Sunday, Feb. 24th from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.  This 
is a musical presentation of Illinois history. The 
church is located at 401 E Broadway, Virginia, IL.  
The program is sponsored by the Yaple Music 
Fund, VUMC.
For additional questions, contact Carol Troxell, 
Administrative Assistant, at: 217-452-3534 or 
virgnumc@casscomm.com

Children’s ministry  
leaders’ retreat
MAKANDA – A children's ministry leaders' 
retreat will be held at Little Grassy Camp 
March 1-2, from 4 p.m. Friday to 4 p.m. Saturday. 
This is a new date for a retreat canceled due to 
the weather.
Cost is $120 for a single room or $75 for 
a shared room. These fees cover lodging 
(in rooms with bunk beds and their own 
bathroom), meals, and all materials.
Scholarships are available to help with the 
cost of a shared room and may be requested 
by completing the "Workshop/Conference 
Grant Application" at https://www.igrc.org/
cesundaygrantapps.

For those unable to attend on Friday, the 
"Saturday-Only" rate is $25. Saturday-only 
participants will miss at least one workshop, 
worship, and fellowship time, so participants are 
encouraged to participate in the entire retreat.
Registration deadline is Feb. 20. Everyone 
who was registered for the original dates is 
still registered unless they request to receive 
a refund, Anyone who was registered for 
the original dates is still registered unless 
they request to receive a refund Additional 
registrants are welcome!
Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/ChildrensMinistryLeadersRetreat2019 

Senior High NOW Retreat
CARLINVILLE – Senior High NOW Retreat 
will be March 1-3, at the Lake Williamson 
Christian Conference Center.
Registration is $140 person.
Read more and download forms by visiting: 
www.igrc.org/youth. 

Handbell Festival
SPRINGFIELD – The 31st Annual Handbell 
Festival will be Saturday, March 9, at Springfield 
First UMC.
Composer Cathy Moklebust will be our 
clinician. Total cost is $30 per registrant if their 
church group has a Fellowship member or $35 
per registrant if the group has no Fellowship 
member. 

The registration fee increases $10/registrant 
after February 15th. All registration payments 
must be paid online with a credit card. Online 
registration will be open later this week.
The Handbell Festival is sponsored by the IGRC 
Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists 
in Music and Worship Arts (FUMMWA). 
Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/handbellfestival 

Mission Possible: Mission Day 
at Cunningham Home
URBANA – Cunningham Children’s Home will 
host its annual Mission Day on Saturday, March 
9, 2019 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This year, Cunningham is teaming up with the 
Wesley Student Center, the United Methodist 
campus ministry at the University of Illinois, 
to provide an additional experience for youth 
groups.
More information on Mission Day at 
Cunningham and Mission Project at Wesley 
can be found by visiting; https://www.
cunninghamhome.org/node/93. Fill out 
the registration form and mail it, along with 
payment, no later than Feb. 27.
Adult leaders of your class/group are 

encouraged to attend. Space is limited so 
registration forms and fees must be received 
before spaces can be held for your group. 
Contact Taylor Tureskis with any questions.

Bishop’s Open golf outing April 26
CHATHAM -- The Bishop’s Open will be 
April 26 at Piper Glen in Chatham. Online 
registration is open at: www.igrc.org/
bishopsopen2019. 

All proceeds will go toward the Our 
Conference, Our Kids campaign.

Announcements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
PART TIME CHILDREN'S 
MINISTRY DIRECTOR 
Flora First is hiring a part time 
children’s ministry director. 
Experience with children necessary; 
training and college degree 
preferred. More information 
available here:  https://www.
igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/
part-time-childrens-ministry-
director-12657910

A native of Springfield, Walker said she “experienced 
the local church at its best” at the Jerome UMC. A graduate 
of Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, the University 
of Missouri-Columbia and Eden Theological Seminary, 
Walker taught sociology at the University of Wisconsin and 
was an academic advisor at the University of Texas before 
receiving her call to ministry.

In 2002, Walker began candidacy as a deacon and 
served as associate pastor of Springfield First UMC. In 
2005, she was ordained a deacon in full connection. Sens-
ing a new direction in her ministry, Walker began working 
on the elder’s track, a process that culminated with her 
ordination as an elder in 2013.

Beard noted that Walker is part of a clergy couple and 
“knows how to navigate and negotiate ministry complexi-
ties.” Walker’s husband, David Blackburn serves as associ-
ate pastor of a non-denominational church. 

In addition to David, her loves include her two step-
children, reading, Zumba and her wheaten terrier.

CHARLIAM RENNER
“Rev. Charliam Renner comes from a family with a 

strong heritage of pastoral ministry,” Beard said. “He brings 
a wide range of experience and diversity to the Cabinet 
table. He is a man of discipline, principle and a strong 
prayer warrior. His love for the Conference and his servant 
leadership will encourage and assist both laity and clergy in 
accomplishing our task for making disciples for Jesus.”

Parsonages and ministry are almost all Charliam 
has ever known.  Since the age of 3 he has been a part of 
a parsonage family, and he has called Illinois home since 
fifth grade.  Renner graduated from Georgetown-Ridge 
Farm High School; Olivet Nazarene University and the 
University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. He became a 
probationary elder in 1997 and an elder in full connection 
in 2001.

He has served Smithfield-Brock, Jacksonville Grace: 
Associate, West Frankfort Trinity; Peoria Forrest Hill; 
Sumner-Beulah, and for the past 10 years, Sullivan UMC.

“Charliam will be a great addition to our Cabinet 

team,” Beard said. “He has a love and passion for The 
United Methodist Church. He understands what it takes to 
lead churches into productive and effective ministry. He is 
a gifted teacher that has gifts in the areas of organization 
and administration. He is highly respected by his peers.”

Renner is married to the former Lyn Pointer from 
Rantoul, who is also an Olivet alumnus. For the past seven 
years, she has taught history and political science at Rich-
land Community College in Decatur.

The couple are the parents of two children – Stephanie, 
a senior at Olivet Nazarene University, majoring in social 
work and Joshua, a freshman at Lake Land Community 
College in Mattoon.

J. KEITH ZIMMERMAN
For Zimmerman, the interim appointment returns 

the retired pastor to the Vermilion River District where 
he served as district superintendent for 7 ½ years from 
January 2004 to June 2011, when Zimmerman retired from 
active ministry.

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

NATIVE AMERICAN EVENT
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla – The 
Oklahoma Missionary Conference will 
host its third annual Native immersion 
experience March 13-17, in Oklahoma City. 
The experience provides history, context, 
and unique perspective on Native peoples 
in The United Methodist Church.  In 
addition, Oklahoma Natives proudly share 
their traditions and culture throughout the 
event.

“The immersion experience is important 
because it teaches you so much more than 
books can,” said the Rev. David Wilson, 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference 
Superintendent. Wilson says participants 
come from all over the United States to 
participate. “Meeting people face-to-face 
and learning about our ministries in the 
OIMC help people to better understand 
who we are as Native United Methodist.”

The experience is concentrated on three 
tribal areas which are within a two-and-a-
half-hour radius of Oklahoma City.  On the 
first day, participants visit the Oklahoma 
History Center which includes information 

regarding the 39 tribes in the state of 
Oklahoma. The group then goes to Ponca 
City to visit the Standing Bear Park, which 
includes a 22-foot bronze statue of the 
Ponca leader.  The group will learn about 
Standing Bear’s role in determining the 
“humanity” of his people and Native 
peoples. The day wraps up with a panel 
discussion with tribal leaders from the 
Ponca Indian United Methodist Church.

The registration cost for the event is 
$225per person which will cover all of 
the meals and entry fees. OIMC provides 
a chartered bus during the area tours. 
Participants are responsible for their own 
transportation to and from Oklahoma 
City as well as booking their rooms at 
the Best Western Plus Saddleback Inn 
and Conference Center, 4300 SW 3rd in 
Oklahoma City. The costs of the hotel is 
separate from the registration fee.

There are limited scholarships available for 
registration.  Contact Lisa Wiedman for 
scholarship information at pastorllisa@
gmail.com 
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Christian Conversations

DON’T FALL FOR THE 
CONFIRMATION BIAS 

BY SHAUNA SUMMERS
Coordinator of Pastoral Care and 
Counseling

The Confirmation Bias is a 
type of cognitive bias where 
we, as human beings, listen 
more seriously to information 

that confirms the beliefs we already have 
while information that supports the opposing 
belief is treated with skepticism. Confirmation 
bias is most common when discussion 
surrounds an emotionally-charged topic. It 
is similar to going through life with blinders 
on; you only see part of the big picture. If 
both sides of a topic have blinders on, is 
anyone viewing the entire picture with all the 
objective facts if each of us see only what we 
want to see?
“What the human being is best at doing is 
interpreting all new information so that their 
prior conclusions remain intact” (Warren Buffet).  
We as a species simplify complex situations 
as an adaptive survival mechanism. The other 

option, constantly evaluating our worldview 
with the new information we can be exposed 
to everyday would be exhausting. So instead 
of re-analyzing and diversifying our worldview 
all the time, our human instinct is to make a 
decision and strengthen that belief. Changing 
our mind to keep up with new information is a 
difficult evolutionary task.
Neil deGrasse Tyson said, that “One of the 
biggest problems with the world today is 
that we have large groups of people who will 
accept whatever they hear on the grapevine, 
just because it suits their worldview … [even 
though] it would not take much effort to 
establish validity in most of these cases… but 
people prefer reassurance to research.”

Concluding with the idea that “the eye sees 
only what the mind is prepared to comprehend” 
(Robertson Davies), I ask the question: How 
can we counteract our human tendency 
to interpret the world through a distorted 
or biased lens? Some strategies are more 
effective than others, Here are some 
important steps and tips:
1. Knowing that confirmation bias (and 

more other biases) exists is an important 
first step. Intentional change begins with 
awareness.

2. What are the objective facts that 
support the other viewpoint or belief in 
the discussion.
TIP: Emotional decisions are made quickly, 
effortful, rational decisions are made 
slowly.

3. Be open to adjusting your position based 
on information presented. Sometimes 
your initial expectation may be neither 
100 percent right nor 100 percent 
wrong. Look for the middle ground and 
for how you can adjust your position.

What are the possible outcomes of General Conference 2019?
DR. DAVID W. SCOTT

General Conference 2019 begins in one month. While 
GC2019 will certainly not be the end of the story about 
debates over sexuality in The United Methodist Church, it 
is a climax in that debate towards which events have been 
building for many years.

There is no way of knowing what exactly will happen at 
GC2019 until it happens. Moreover, some surprising thing 
may happen in the next month that would dramatically 
affect debate at GC2019. Yet, we do know a lot about the 
range of possibilities. The Commission on a Way Forward 
has made its report, the Judicial Council has ruled on that 
report, other groups have submitted their own legislation, 
the Committee on Reference has decided which of these 
proposals are in harmony, and groups have lined up behind 
various proposals. With all that background in mind then, 
here are some reflections on the range of possibilities for 
next month.

It seems there are five primary plans under 
consideration: the One Church Plan, the Traditional Plan, 
the Connectional Conferences Plan, the Simple Plan, and a 
relaxation of the trust clause that would allow churches to 
exit the denomination with their property. These plans do 
not have equal amounts of support and therefore are not 
all equally likely to pass, but all have some level of support. 
That there are multiple plans under consideration make 
the negotiations, politics, and discernment much more 
complicated.

While a relaxation of the trust clause alone has not 
been treated as a formal plan in much of the discussion 
leading up to GC2019, there are good reasons to regard 

it as such. That there were five different petitions to take 
this action, all of which were ruled in harmony, indicate a 
significant level of interest. Deciding among the different 
details of these five may create complications for this 
option, but it is an option. There have also been people 
publicly supporting this option, even if no official group has 
backed it.

In addition to (or instead of) these five primary plans, 
it is possible that GC2019 could revise church teachings 
by adopting one of the petitions ruled in harmony without 
adopting a broader plan that would address a full range of 
polity issues related to gay marriage and gay ordination. 
These petitions seem to be mainly the work of individuals 
rather than broader groups, making this option unlikely.

The General Conference will begin its work as a 
committee of the whole and will select which proposal 
it wants to take up and work on. That proposal will then 
serve as the main proposal with the best procedural shot 
at passage. It does not, however, assure passage of that 
proposal. As I have previously noted, there is a bit of 
strategy for supporters of various plans in determining 
which plan should be taken up first. If a plan is taken up but 
then defeated, that may make it easier to pass an alternative 
plan. Such a sequence of events may benefit the trust clause 
relaxation plan in particular. If another plan is taken up but 
then defeated, supporters of a variety of plans may agree 
to relax the trust clause as a way of trying to provide some 
resolution.

It is possible that none of the five proposals will pass. 
Since support is divided among a number of different 
proposals, none may have majority support. Furthermore, 

as I have indicated before, some 
delegates, especially from Africa and 
the Philippines, may prefer that no 
changes are made. It is also possible 
that if the first plan (or two) considered 
fail, General Conference may simply 
run out of time to fine-tune and pass a 
plan acceptable to all.

Whatever happens at General 
Conference, annual conference, local churches, caucus 
groups, central conferences, and other entities will likely 
need to make decisions in response in the days, weeks, and 
months following GC2019. Some plans, including all three 
from the Commission on a Way Forward would allow for or 
require some decision making about standards for ministry 
and/or affiliation with the church. Any constitutional 
amendments would need to be ratified. Those unhappy with 
whatever plan passes are likely to make decisions about next 
moves and strategies to accomplish their long-term strategy 
goals. If a plan passes with only simple majority support, 
it is possible that opponents could seek to reverse that 
decision at General Conference 2020.

It is this continued decision making that will ensure 
that GC2019 is not the end of this story. It may prove to be a 
denouement or a turning point, as many expect it to be, but 
it will not be the end. As they say in broadcast, stay tuned 
for more!

Dr. David W. Scott serves as Director of Mission Theology 
at the General Board of Global Ministries. The opinions and 
analysis expressed here are Dr. Scott's own and do not reflect 
in any way the official position of Global Ministries.

Objective Facts that people w/ Belief A see
Objective Facts that people w/ Belief B see
Objective Facts that support both beliefs
Things Belief A & B have in common
Objective Facts that neither Belief A or B sees
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BY KENDRA BULL
Bloomington Wesley UMC

BLOOMINGTON – In 1994, the General 
Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church launched The Honduras Initiative. Today, the 
United Methodist Church in Honduras has 12 vital 
congregations and many others under development. 
Knowing that God continues to 
ask each of us to move beyond 
our comfort zones and to walk 
our faith journey alongside 
Christian brothers and sisters in 
other cultures, the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference launched a 
mission partnership with the 
United Methodist Church in 
Honduras in August 2012. 

Bloomington Wesley UMC 
is one of many churches in the 
conference who are supporting 
this partnership. Wesley has sent a construction team 
every year since 2013 and has also sent medical teams 
to aid in this effort. While in Tegucigalpa last summer, 
team members spoke with Thomas Brooks, the director 
of the Conference Headquarters, and learned that fewer 
teams have been involved in recent years and they were 
concerned about raising the funds needed to complete 
the construction of the church and headquarters. That 
discussion led the team to consider new ways of raising 
money to ensure the project stayed on course. One of 

the team members came up with an idea to reach out 
to his vocal quartet and present a fundraising concert 
to support the effort with the hope of raising $6,000 to 
$7,000.

The concert was set for Sunday, Nov. 18, and 
Wesley’s own “Missions Call” quartet began rehearsals 
in preparation for the big event. This energetic concert 

had toes tapping and the 
sanctuary was filled with the 
soulful sounds of Southern 
Gospel. After sharing about 
the construction project and 
showing pictures of the various 
Wesley teams in action, as well 
as a video prepared by the team 
in Honduras, the results far 
exceeded the goal. Because of 
the support of their members, 
friends, and sponsors, over 
$17,000 was raised that evening 

to continue the construction effort in Honduras! Wesley 
would like to send a big THANK YOU to everyone 
who gave financially, donated their time and talents, or 
attended this exciting event.

While the concert was hugely successful, the story 
doesn’t end there. After sharing their good news with 
a few posts and videos on social media, one of the 
members of the quartet was contacted by a member of 
the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 
Kansas, who also regularly sends construction teams 

to Tegucigalpa. Sheree Reece, the Caribbean and Latin 
American Program Director at Adam Hamilton’s 
church, was inspired by the results of the concert and 
requested a portion of their Christmas Eve offering 
be allocated toward a matching contribution for the 
project. She wrote, “Every year, the entire UM Church 
of the Resurrection Christmas Eve offering goes toward 
initiatives outside the walls of our church, both in Kansas 
City and around the world. This year, part of the offering 
will go toward matching donations for the Honduras 
Mission Headquarters building in Tegucigalpa. We are 
excited to match the incredible amount of money raised 
through the concert held at Wesley United Methodist 
Church.” 

So, in the end, what started as a casual, late night 
discussion in Honduras brainstorming ideas to raise 
more money, ended up adding over $34,000 to the 
construction fund. Our God is an amazing provider!

The next construction trip for Wesley UMC to 
Honduras is set for June 15-23, 2019, and its construction 
team could not be more excited to return. If you would 
like to learn more about this mission, make a donation 
or volunteer to help, please contact Keith Smith at 309-
242-4318 or email at keithsmith19671@gmail.com. 
Wesley UMC would like to encourage all congregations 
in our district to continue to support their own mission 
efforts, whether big or small, local or abroad… and see 
the amazing ways in which God works through us to help 
others.

BY STEVE BARRETT

CARLYLE – Hear. Believe. Respond. What happens 
when we “hear” the word of God and “believe” in it? A 
“response” is required. And the Carlyle First UMC did just 
that…
It began with a text message from the mayor of Carlyle 
to Pastor Steve Barrett. A family of seven had lost their 
home and almost everything they owned to a house 
fire on Sunday night. Not only had the family lost their 
home and possessions, but now they stood in need of 
a place to temporarily call home. Because of budget 
constraints, though, the family couldn’t afford to rent 

something big enough. 
And that is where the First United Methodist Church of 
Carlyle stepped in as a faith community. With an empty 
house for rent (but in need of renovations due to new city 
codes), several phone calls hatched an idea to provide for 
this Carlyle family.
The Trustees of the church approved the use of the house 
for an amount the family could afford and members of 
the congregation with a variety of skills began the work of 
updating the home. Other ministries and volunteers were 

Carlyle First UMC recently worked to assist a family who was displaced from their home following a fire. Volunteers who worked to 
make a home ready for the family were from left, Rev. Steve Barrett, Ben Behrens, Dennis Buchele, Edith Huene, David Huene, and 
Vicky Geest. Ralph Geest and Geoff Jones were not present when the photo was taken.

Bloomington Wesley UMC 
on a mission for Honduras

Because of the support of 
their members, friends, 
and sponsors, over $17,000 
was raised that evening to 
continue the construction 
effort in Honduras!

CARLYLE CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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brought to bear to support this family that had their lives 
turned upside down just days before.
The work in the house, though, wasn’t enough. Furniture 
had to be located. Clothing, kitchenware, and things we 
take for granted (like hangars and trash cans) had to be 
collected. Even the home’s refrigerator needed to be 
replaced. 
But the church and members of the community were 

up to the task and donations began to come in. “The 
community support has been wonderful,” Barrett said. 
“From personal donations, help from the city, and even 
an anonymous donation to cover a new refrigerator, we 
have really rallied around this family.” 
“We’ve been working through the Book of James 
over the past few Sundays. In fact, I had just shared a 
message on ‘faith without works,” Barrett said. “It isn’t 
often that you see a message on Sunday lived out so 

suddenly and intensely.”
But before the work would start, it all began with 
prayer…
Even as the church has stepped in to fill an immediate 
need and the congregation has come together to 
accomplish the work, they understand that none of this 
could be accomplished without the support of others, 
the faithfulness of God, and the response to His word.

CARLYLE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

TWO CONGREGATIONS SERVE UP 
PANCAKES, SAUSAGE FOR MISSIONS
CHAMPAIGN – Two congregations have a long-
standing tradition of serving up pancakes and sausage in 
the first month of the new year.
Mt. Vernon UMC, located in the Iroquois River District, 
held its 51st annual fundraiser on Jan. 19, while the 
McDowell UMC, located in the Vermilion River District, 
held its 71st pancake and sausage stuffer Jan. 10..

MT. VERNON UMC
Last year, the men of the church served more than 
300 guests and sold the extra pounds of pork sausage 
processed from eight hogs, which were donated by a 
neighboring farmer, Robert Furtney.   Although Furtney 
is not a member of the Mt. Vernon congregation, he 
has been donating the hogs and having them processed 
for the church for many years, returning a kindness 
encouraged by his father.
This year’s event attracted more than 200 in the midst 
of a snowstorm. Because the fundraiser has never been 
cancelled in 51 years Trustee and President of the men’s 
group, Bob Sherman, the Hensley Township supervisor, 
made sure the road to the church remained open, and 
the men of the church served the guests and sold the 
extra pounds of pork sausage. 
 Trustee Dave Weckhorst reported that there were 
about 15 to 20 gallons of pancake mix and over 700 
pounds of sausage consumed or sold.  Mr. Weckhorst 
also reported that many gallons of coffee were brewed 
all day long and at least 15 crates of half-gallon orange 
juice cartons were also consumed.  
While the organizers feared the weather would result 
in a bad year for the fundraiser, they were surprised at 
the turnout and the money they raised, which was only 
about $1,500 less than last year when there were ideal 
conditions and many more people served.  Proceeds 
from the pancake and sausage dinner are donated to 
local service organizations:  Cunningham Children’s 
Home, Chaddock, Restoration Ministries, Mahomet 
Youth, Helping Hands, and Salt & Light. 
Also, the women of the church held a bake sale to raise 
money for their mission activities.  There were piles of 
cookies, candy, pies, and cakes prepared by the women.  
Guests had a chance to purchase delicious desserts on 
their way out.   The proceeds from the bake sale was a 
little over $180.
The pancake and sausage fundraiser has become a 
popular event for many in the area, who find their way 
to the country church at the crossroads.  A ham and 
bean dinner and by 1971, the pancake and sausage meal 
was instituted.  The quality of the sausage and pancakes 
and hospitality bring people back year after year to enjoy 
the food and to visit with old friends.  Last year, the bulk 
sausage sold out the day of the event.  

Proceeds from the pancake and sausage dinner are used 
to contribute to local service organizations:  Cunningham 
Children’s Home, Chaddock, Restoration Ministries, 
Mahomet Youth, Helping Hands, and Salt & Light, as well 
as some international missions the church sponsors.

MCDOWELL
In the tiny Livingston County village of McDowell, 65 
gather on a Sunday morning for worship. But on the 
second Thursday in January, the church has been rolling 
out pancakes and sausage for the public since its first 
pancake and sausage stuffer in 1949.
It’s “all hands on deck” for serving the crowds and the 
process is a well-oiled operation. With seating for about 
80 at a time. People are handed a number when they 
come in and are ushered to the church’s sanctuary to 
wait on seating. 
When a person’s number is called they proceed to the 
basement to be seated for an all you can eat pancake 
and sausage breakfast complete with milk, juice or 
coffee and a side of apple sauce. The church scheduled 
the event on Thursdays because when they started, 
attorneys in nearby Pontiac would take Thursday 
afternoon off and the event quickly caught on and 
attracts large crowds regardless of the weather.
The township makes sure the roads stay clear in 
inclement weather.

The 2019 stuffer served 1,414 people. Church members 
cleaned and prepared hogs with a combined live weight 
total of 4,250 pounds. Less than 100 pounds was left to 
sell the following day with the remaining amount served 
to customers both with pancakes and in bulk sales. The 
church used 156 boxes of pancake mix, 168 bottles of 
pancake syrup, one case of 12 bottles of sugar-free syrup, 
38 dozen eggs, 92 gallons, 180 pounds of applesauce, 45 
pounds of margarine and 20 pounds of coffee.
The church uses the fundraiser to pay its conference 
apportionments in full for the year and the payment is 
made by the end of January. Apportionments are the 
first benevolent responsibility of each congregation, 
according to the Book of Discipline.
(Information was provided by Phyllis Godwin of Mt. Vernon 
UMC and George Lane of McDowell UMC).

(LEFT) Michael Hallihan and Warren Lukemire at the griddle 
at the Jan. 19 pancake and sausage fundraiser at Mt. Vernon 
UMC near Champaign.
(BELOW) Lynn Weckhorst is ready to enjoy pancakes and 
sausage at the 51st pancake and sausage fundraiser at Mt. 
Vernon UMC near Champaign. Although this year’s crowd 
was smaller due to a snowstorm, more than 200 persons 
enjoyed the dinner and the church’s women held a bake 
sale. Funds were used to support a variety of mission 
projects.

Photos courtesy of Suzanne Hallihan, Mt. Vernon UMC
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Native American clergywoman took justice to heart
BY LINDA BLOOM

WASHINGTON, D.C. (UMNS)  – The Rev. 
Cynthia Abrams began her ministry at a time 
when The United Methodist Church was nurturing 
young voices and pushing them to the forefront.

“It was fun being a young church leader with 
her,” recalled M. Garlinda Burton, who covered 

Native American issues for United Methodist News 
Service and later served as the top executive for the 
denomination’s Commission on the Status and Role 
of Women. “We were fearless. I think Cindy always 
remained fearless.

“She was one of those leaders who sort of 
grew up and found her voice as a Native American 
woman, as a clergywoman, as an activist, through 
the church,” Burton said. 

A staff member of the United Methodist Board 
of Church and Society since 2003, Abrams died 
Jan. 11 at the age of 58 after a long struggle with 
cancer. She was the agency’s director of health and 
wholeness.

The Rev. Susan Henry-Crowe, Church and 
Society’s top executive, had known Abrams since 
the 1980s. Henry-Crowe characterized her as 
“a gentle, gentle soul” who knew how to make 

connections and work through disagreements. 
Abrams, she said, was “a real leader across the 
church, and particularly, I think, for women, too.”

Her passing is “a big loss” for both the church 
and its indigenous members, added the Rev. 
Liberato “Levi” Bautista, a Church and Society 
colleague based at the United Nations who also 
praised her ecumenical work for global health 
justice. 

The agency has announced it is establishing 
the Cynthia Abrams Scholarship to support a 
young Native American or indigenous person 
committed to advocacy and justice. 

“I think people were infected by her 
commitment, her compassion, her ideological 
witness,” said the Rev. Thomas White Wolf Fassett, 
a clergy member from Western New York who has 
known Abrams since 1976. 

He remembered the teenager who 
accompanied her father, the Rev. Marvin Abrams, 
to many Native American meetings. “She saw the 
workings of committees and Native planning and 
organization from a pretty early age,” said Fassett, 
a previous top executive of Church and Society 
before her tenure there. 

Cynthia Kent met Abrams some 25 years ago 
after taking a staff position at the Board of Global 
Ministries.

“She knew the church. She knew how it 
worked, she knew the process. She helped me, and 
I think others, understand that process,” Kent said. 

Kent said she observed how Abrams interacted 
with others and used listening as a tool; how she 
never got visibly upset and had a knack for making 
people laugh. “I think I took some of my leadership 
from her by just watching her.”

Her personal journey took Abrams from her 
early years at the Seneca reservation and Four 
Corners United Methodist Church in upper New 
York State to southern California, where her father 
moved the family to start a Native American 
congregation in Los Angeles County. She later 
attended divinity school at Claremont School of 
Theology and was ordained in the denomination’s 
California-Pacific Conference.

She served as executive director of the 
National United Methodist Native American 
Center at Claremont from 1999 to 2003 and had 
a long involvement with the Native American 

International Caucus.
Abrams was vigilant about making sure Native 

American and other voices were being heard in 
the church, recalled Evelene “Tweedy” Sombrero 
Navarrete, a fellow Native American clergywoman 
and longtime friend. “She was very proud of her 
culture, very proud of being Seneca.” 

Jim Winkler, who hired Abrams as full-time 
staff at Church and Society, called her “caring, 
thoughtful and positive,” and a “faithful follower” 
of Jesus Christ. “The United Methodist Church 
was fortunate to have her leadership at the General 
Board of Church and Society in the struggle for 
health care for all people and in the fight against 
drug and alcohol abuse,” he added.

In an Interpreter Magazine article in 2016, 
Abrams stressed her belief that the commitment to 
health care as a human right is part of Methodism's 
core identity.

“Nobody in the world should go without 
health care,” Abrams said. “That collective 
commitment comes from a deep understanding 
of who we are as Christians. United Methodists 
have both a strong legacy and an important future 
in justice-making in the realm of health and 
wholeness.”

Her skills at listening and negotiating placed 
Abrams as someone “in the forefront” when it 
came to collaborating with other organizations on 
the denominational goal of “health care for all,” 
said Linda Bales Todd, whose office was across the 
hall.

Todd, like other colleagues, also valued 
Abrams as a dear friend who was ready to listen at 
any time. They spent hours talking together about 
work, politics and their lives, she said. “I learned 
a whole lot from her about the diversity of Native 
American tribes and cultural practices. That was a 
real gift to me.” 

Friends like Sombrero Navarrete also admired 
Abrams’ role as “big sister” and her devotion to 
her family. In addition to her father, that family 
includes her mother, Melba; four siblings; a beloved 
aunt, nine nieces and nephews and a great-niece 
and great-nephew. “She was our fearless protector 
and definitely kept us all in order,” said Ruth Ann 
Abrams, her sister. 

(Bloom is the assistant news editor for United 
Methodist News Service and is based in New York).

File photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS.

The Rev. Cynthia Abrams, a United Methodist clergywoman and social justice 
advocate, is pictured in her office at the Board of Church and Society in 2012. 
Abrams died Jan. 11 at the age of 58. 

Pioneering woman bishop Judith Craig dies at age 81
BY KATHY GILBERT AND KAY PANOVEC

COLUMBUS, Ohio (UMNS)  – Bishop Judith Craig, the 
third woman elected as a United Methodist bishop, brought a 
robust sense of humor and eloquent, inspiring preaching style to 
her pioneering role. She died Jan. 18 at 81 in Columbus, Ohio. 
Craig was elected as bishop in 1984. 
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, who leads the West Ohio Area, said 
Craig had the perfect combination of skill and humor.
“Bishop Craig was a faithful and gifted servant of Jesus Christ 
and the church. She was a visionary and courageous and a 
superb leadership mentor. She was always cognizant of and 
grateful for the moorings that are essential to be church. 
At the same time, she was keen in envisioning new futures. 
Many can envision what might be. Not all know how to lead 
strategically to get there,” he said.
Craig was the first woman bishop to be assigned to the 
West Michigan and Detroit Conferences, serving from 1984 
to 1992. Iowa Area Bishop Laurie Haller was then a young 
pastor serving in her first appointment in the conference.
She said Craig dispelled her image of bishops as “stern, old 
men.”
“Bishop Craig was playful, joyful, eloquent and savvy. At 

the same time, as her sermons inspired us with 
theological depth as well as creativity, she did not 
take herself too seriously.”
Craig “was a good sport,” Haller said, when she 
baptized her two oldest children. “Let’s just say they 
were a handful.
“What I learned the most from Bishop Craig is that 
it is okay for me to be myself in ministry. I do not 
have to pretend to be someone I am not. In fact, it 
is precisely when we claim our unique selves, quirks 
and all, that we can inspire others to do the same 
and move on to perfection together in grace, hope 
and love,” Haller added.
Craig was the first woman invited by the Council 
of Bishops to address the denomination’s top 
lawmaking body. She gave the episcopal message at 
the 1996 General Conference.
A New York Times article quoted from her 
opening address.
“She called on Methodists to be ‘a holy community that 
embraces sexuality as a good gift of creation,’ but not to 

File photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.
Bishop Judith Craig delivers the Episcopal Address at the 1996 
United Methodist General Conference in Denver. Craig was the first 
woman invited by the Council of Bishops to give the address. CRAIG CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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BY ALBERT J. MENENDEZ

WASHINGTON  – Congress has 38 United Methodists 
among its members. That marks a decline of two from the 
115th Congress. 
There are 10 United Methodists in the Senate, and 28 
in the House. They are serving in a Congress with fewer 
Christians and slightly more religious diversity, including the 
first two Muslim women ever to serve in Congress.
The United Methodists in Congress include Sen. Doug 
Jones, Democrat of Alabama, who won a special election in 
December 2017 and succeeded another United Methodist, 
Republican and former U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions.
This list is limited to United Methodists and does not 
include the four members of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church: Democrats James Clyburn of South 
Carolina, Alcee Hastings of Florida, Gregory Meeks of New 
York and Terri Sewell of Alabama. 
Overall, Republican United Methodists outnumber their 
Democratic fellow church members by 22 to 16. That 
represents a 9 percent gain over the previous Congress.  
Texas has the largest number of United Methodists with six, 
followed by five from Georgia, and three each from Florida 
and Ohio. Twenty-two states have at least one United 
Methodist member. Both U.S. Sens. Johnny Isakson and 
David Perdue of Georgia are United Methodist Republicans.
Six of the newly elected House members are United 
Methodists. The new Democrats include Jahanna Hayes of 
Connecticut, and Lizzie Fletcher and Colin Allred, both of 

Texas. The new Republicans are Greg Steube of Florida, 
Steve Watkins of Kansas and Daniel Crenshaw of Texas.  
They are coming to a Congress that has seen a modest 
decline in members identifying as Christians – from 91 
percent in the 115th to 88 percent in the 116th. According 
to Pew Research Center, Christians as a whole are still over-
represented in Congress compared to their share of the 
U.S. population.
By far, the biggest difference between congress members’ 
religious affiliation and that of the general population is the 
share who don’t identify with a religious group. According 

to Pew, 23 percent of Americans say 
they are atheist, agnostic or “nothing in 
particular.” 
In Congress, newly elected Sen. Kyrsten 
Sinema – a Democrat from Arizona 
– is the only person who identifies as 
religiously unaffiliated. However, 18 
members – up from 10 in the 115th 
Congress – declined to specify their 
faith group. All the unspecified are Democrats.
Among non-Christians are four additional Jewish members, 
who bring the Jewish share of the new Congress to 30 
members, or 6 percent. Congress has three Buddhists, three 
Hindus, two Muslims and one Unitarian Universalist. 
United Methodists are in fourth place in congressional 
religious affiliations, behind first-place Roman Catholics 
and second-place “unspecified” Protestants and third-place 
Baptists. 
United Methodists also sit in three governors’ mansions. 
They include Kim Reynolds, Republican in Iowa; Phil Bryant, 
Republican in Mississippi; and Tom Wolf, Democrat in 
Pennsylvania. 
A United Methodist, re-elected Sen. Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts, also is running for president. 
Menendez is research director for Americans for Religious 
Liberty and has been writing about religion and politics since 
1972.

38 United Methodists serve in 116th Congress

File photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS. 
The U.S. Capitol is framed by trees across from the United 
Methodist Building in Washington, D.C. 

Zimbabwe faces violence, record fuel prices
BY HEATHER HAHN AND KUDZAI CHINGWE

HARARE, Zimbabwe (UMNS)  – United 
Methodists in Zimbabwe are calling for prayers for 
peace amid violence across the nation that has taken 
lives, shuttered businesses and earlier in the week, led 
the government to block the country’s internet.

“In a situation where violence has erupted United 
Methodist church programs were affected,” said Bishop 
Eben K. Nhiwatiwa, who oversees United Methodists 
in Zimbabwe. “Free movement of people to and from 
churches was difficult at the height of the disturbances. 
We thank God that we have not heard of injury or loss 
of properties related to our church members.”

As of Jan. 17, he said the situation was returning 
to normalcy. Internet service also returned. But he 
asked United Methodists to still pray for the people of 
Zimbabwe. 

“It is the role of the church to continue to pray for 
peace for the whole country,” he said. “There has been 
a general discontent over the economic challenges the 
country is facing. But our prayer is that people should 
shun violence and demonstrate peacefully.”

Throughout the unrest that began Jan. 14, the 
United Methodist Africa University near Mutare, 
Zimbabwe, has been holding classes as scheduled. All 
on campus are safe and the university's Harare  office 
continues to take care of international students, said 
Munashe Furusa, vice chancellor.

The violence has occurred far from the pan-
African university campus in the country’s major cities 
of Harare and Bulawayo. Clashes between protesters 
and Zimbabwe security forces led to at least eight deaths 
and 25 others wounded in a government crackdown on 
national protests, reports Amnesty International.

The protests began in major cities after President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa’s surprise announcement Jan. 
12 that the already economically battered country 
would see a 150 percent increase in fuel prices. The hike 
caused the price of petrol to rise from $1.24 to $3.31 
U.S. a liter, which makes Zimbabwe the most expensive 

place in the world to gas up a car.
The tumult led businesses to close and local air 

carrier Fastjet Zimbabwe to cancel flights.
This marks the second crackdown since the 

election of Mnangagwa last year. In 2017, after nearly 
10 years of economic crisis, national leaders removed 
President Robert Mugabe, who for 37 years led what 
many called “a government of tyranny.”

Mnangagwa has been struggling to contain 
Zimbabwe’s economic woes and has faced strikes by 
medical staff and threats of labor action by civil servants 
in recent weeks.

Starting the evening of Jan. 14, the government 
also blocked access to popular social media sites 
WhatsApp, Facebook and Twitter. The nation’s two 
largest service providers went a step further and shut 
down their customers’ access to the entire internet. 
The internet returned for some on Jan. 16, but service 
remained erratic.

Some Zimbabweans saw the shutdown as an effort 
to suppress protests, while others saw it as a precaution 
to prevent looting. Some looters told Al Jazeera they 
were taking the opportunity to stock up on food rather 
than pay the exorbitant prices that have resulted from 
the spike in fuel costs.

At a Sunday revival Jan. 13, the Rev. Oscar 
Mukahanana encouraged congregants to remain 
calm and prayerful because the battle was not theirs. 
Mukahanana is superintendent in Harare East District. 
The theme of the day was “Fear Not.”

Many Zimbabweans have been staying indoors.
In the Zimbabwe East Conference, teachers at 

United Methodist schools have been under lockdown 
with no one allowed to enter or leave the campuses. In 
the Zimbabwe West Conference, schools are open but 
only part-time. A number of parents picked up their 
students when violence escalated.

Some hospitals are struggling to provide care 
because many medical staff cannot find a safe route 
to work. Last week, doctors ended a 40-day strike for 

better pay and conditions without a deal.
Nonetheless, ministry continues. A mission team 

from Community United Methodist Church in Crofton, 
Maryland, arrived safely in Harare this week and has 
since traveled on to the rural town of Hanwa. For more 
than 20 years, the Maryland congregation has worked 
in partnership with the rural Murewa District in the 
Zimbabwe West Conference.

“I am comforted by the fact that they are with 
friends and thankful that they are in a rural area, but 
prayers are certainly appreciated,” said Carol Moore, 
whose husband Charlie is leading the mission team.

The five United Methodist missionaries and six 
Global Mission Fellows serving in Zimbabwe are 
continuing to work. This week, they are attending a 
missionary gathering in South Africa.

The Zimbabwe Council of Churches, of which The 
United Methodist Church is a key member, is also at 
work.

“We are working with others in the ZCC to 
encourage dialogue, which might help to raise the 
banner of peace and love among our people as 
Zimbabweans,” Nhiwatiwa said. “It is obvious that the 
church must continue to work and pray day and night 
for such efforts to produce tangible fruits of peace and 
harmony.”

It is unknown when all Zimbabweans can return 
to business as usual, particularly in the country’s urban 
areas.

“We are safe, but we are disconnected from all 
business,” said the Rev. Lancelot Mukundu, chair of 
the United Methodist Nyadire Mission Centre in the 
northeastern part of Zimbabwe, on Jan. 16. “We cannot 
get supplies. We cannot use our computers. We cannot 
travel.”

He added: “We really need God’s prayers.”

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News Service, and Chingwe is communications 
coordinator for the Zimbabwe East Annual Conference).
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General Conference News

BY SAM HODGES

DALLAS, Texas (UMNS)  – Options for the looming 
special session of the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church have become clearer with a key panel’s 
ruling on which legislative petitions can be considered.

The Committee on Reference decided all 48 petitions 
in the Commission on a Way Forward report – including 
those of the One Church, Traditional and Connectional 
Conference Plans – are “in harmony” with the Council of 
Bishops’ call for the Feb. 23-26 legislative gathering in St. 
Louis.

Another 30 petitions got the go-ahead, meaning 78 
petitions total have been cleared for General Conference 

2019, a gathering of the denomination’s top legislative 
assembly aimed at helping The United Methodist Church 
stay unified despite deep conflict over homosexuality.

Petitions outside the Way Forward report that deal 
with LGBTQ inclusion or exclusion in the church made 
the cut. So did petitions that would make it easier for local 
churches to exit the denomination.

Two very different legislative alternatives, the Simple 
Plan and Modified Traditional Plan, survived. But petitions 
that would change the episcopacy and Judicial Council 
did not. A petition that would allow for dissolution of the 
denomination also was ruled out of harmony.

The reference committee, consisting of clergy and lay 

General Conference delegates from all jurisdictions and 
central conferences, met Jan. 11-12 at an airport hotel near 
Dallas.

Committee members arrived at criteria for their 
decisions but acknowledged they were feeling their way 
through an extraordinary screening process.

“We don’t have a template for what we’re doing,” said 
the Rev. Chuck Savage, committee chair, as the session got 
underway.

He and 18 other committee members present 
decided to focus on relevance rather than the merits or 
constitutionality of petitions.

“Everyone understood our task and went out of 
their way to ignore their own opinion about any piece of 
legislation and solely consider whether it was in harmony 
of the call,” said Lynn Caterson, a committee member from 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction.

Long tensions over the denomination’s stance on 
homosexuality — including bans on same-sex unions and 
ordination of gay clergy — boiled over at the 2016 General 
Conference in Portland, causing open talk of schism. 
Delegates asked the Council of Bishops to lead the church 
through the crisis.

The bishops appointed a Commission on a Way 
Forward. The commission’s report last year included 
legislation for the One Church, Traditional and 
Connectional Conference Plans — three distinctly different 
options.

Bishops also called for the special General Conference. 
Under church law, only petitions deemed in harmony 
with the stated call or purpose of the gathering can be 
considered at such a conference — unless two-thirds of the 
delegates vote to take up something else.

The bishops issued a first call that was then revised to 
read: “The purpose of this special session of the General 
Conference shall be limited to receiving and acting upon 
a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based 
upon the recommendations of the Council of Bishops.”

The church’s Judicial Council ruled last May that it 
was up to General Conference “to determine, in the first 
instance, through its committees, officers and presiders,” 
whether a petition is in harmony with the call. That 
decision allowed petitions outside the Way Forward report 
to be considered in St. Louis — if those petitions were 
deemed in harmony.

The Commission on General Conference designated 
the reference committee for the important screening.

Before a more typical General Conference, that 
committee works obscurely, assigning petitions to 
legislative committees and consolidating similar petitions. 
Not this time.

“The history has been that the (response to) the 
Committee on Reference is, ‘Yeah, whatever.’ On this deal, 
folks are going to care deeply,” said the Rev. Morris Matthis, 
a committee member from the South Central Jurisdiction.

The committee quickly and unanimously decided 
that all petitions in the Way Forward report would go on 
to General Conference. And it agreed with the Rev. Gary 
Graves, General Conference secretary, that 34 petitions 
were invalid because of formatting, failure to address the 
Book of Discipline or other basic errors. Those petitions 
were not included in the Advance Daily Christian 
Advocate.

Most of the committee’s time was spent arriving at and 
applying criteria for the remaining 51 petitions. One more 
was declared invalid, 30 more in harmony and 20 out of 
harmony.

The committee took into account whether petitions 
dealt with the same paragraphs of church law as those 
“opened” or addressed by the Way Forward report plans.

Members also gave a green light to petitions directly 
concerned with LGBTQ inclusion or exclusion in the 
church and those seeking to correct or perfect petitions in 
the Way Forward report.

“If it helps the plan, whichever plan, to perfect itself, 
then it should be considered,” said Rudolph Merab, 
a committee member from the West Africa Central 
Conference.

Both the Simple Plan, which removes restrictions 
against same-sex unions and ordination of gay clergy, 
and Modified Traditional Plan were found to be in 
harmony. The Modified Traditional Plan is a revision of 
the Traditional Plan, which the Judicial Council found had 
several petitions that would need to be changed to avoid 
violating the church constitution.

Those plans are backed by church groups that favor 
keeping the restrictions against same-sex unions and 
ordination of gay clergy, as well as boosting enforcement 
against violations.

The reference committee also cleared for consideration 

Panel clarifies options for special General Conference

define sexuality ‘in ways that exclude persons from full 
participation in the life of the church.’”
Retired Bishop Sharon Zimmerman Rader said Craig 
encouraged lay and clergywomen “to live fully into God's 
claim on their lives.” 
“She challenged the church to commit to full inclusion and 
acceptance of the LGBTQ community. She was my friend, my 
bishop, my mentor, my colleague, my sister in Christ. I give thanks 
for her life and companionship on the journey,” said Rader.
Rader added that Craig “gifted the church with her robust 
humor, her keen mind and preaching, and her ability to cry 
with those who were overwhelmed, hurt or mourning. She 
was strong and tender, bold and humble, a teacher and learner 
… And always she was a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.”
Retired Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher called Craig “a 
social contradiction that pointed to blessed life for all.”
“Bishop Craig demonstrated through her courageous, 

undaunted faith a life lived with gusto, fearlessly stepping out 
on all the known and yet-to-be-imagined promise God infuses 
into and wraps around the whole of the created order,” 
Christopher said.
“Born in an era in which authentic personhood in women 
requires an unflinching contradiction by women of cultural 
assumptions and behavior, Bishop Judith Craig embodied in 
word, deed and presence the full inclusivity already active but 
often hidden in the human family,” she said.
Susan Laurie, a longtime activist for LGBTQ equality in the 
church, said Craig “tried to create some breathing room for 
queer people.”
“She spoke at the Kairos CoMotion event in 2002 and 
encouraged radical inclusion. When she gave me a tour of her 
beloved MTSO (Methodist Theological School of Ohio) she 
was eloquent about God’s love for us all, and down-home 
enough to be wearing a flannel shirt. She let me up on her 
shoulders to see farther than I had imagined. She invited 
others as well,” she said.

In retirement, Craig became the bishop in residence and 
visiting professor of leadership at Methodist Theological 
School of Ohio. The Bishop Judith Craig Scholarship 
Endowment was named in her honor.
“Bishop Judith Craig has served on our faculty for 15 years. 
No one more clearly exemplifies who we are and what we 
are about. Her teaching has impacted countless students. She 
is a pastor to us all,” said MTSO President Jay Rundell, at the 
announcement of the scholarship.
In 2000, the Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Village was 
established in Liberia to provide care for children left 
orphaned by civil war.
“The home is helping lots of Liberian children in terms of 
education and other empowering activities,” said the Rev. 
Robert Sieh, director of the village. Sieh said when he met 
Craig in 2017, she told him she regretted not making Liberia a 
part of her episcopal journey.
Mason Chukpue, assistant business manager of the village, was 
one of the first graduates from the Children’s Village. “I am 

CRAIG CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

UMNS photo by Sam Hodges
The Committee on Reference manages to maintain a sense of humor while undertaking 
the challenge of what petitions can be considered by the special session of the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. The committee met Jan. 11-12 in Dallas.
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Helpful Links
• Final Report from the Commission on a Way Forward (English) --  

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/news_and_
statements/documents/Way_Forward_Report_-_Final_-_ENGLISH.pdf

• Final Report from the Commission on a Way Forward (Spanish) --  
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2019/Informe-
Comision-El-Camino-A-Seguir.pdf 

• Bishop Beard’s slides used in Pre-General Conference briefings --  
https://www.igrc.org/files/tables/content/12460481/fields/files/9bc2f78b08d8495e97d
321dc7674d231/11.13.18_bishop%27s+pre-conference+briefing+2019+called+sessio
n+final.pptx 

• Frequently Asked Questions about General Conference --  
https://www.igrc.org/files/tables/content/12460498/fields/files/
b88aa904234e4686a74866332bd16f6a/faq+about+the+2019+special+called+gener
al+conference.docx 

• Latest News About General Conference --  
https://www.umnews.org/en/category/general-conference 

• Legislation Tracking --  
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/2019-general-conference-legislation-tracking 

• Praying Our Way Forward -- https://umcprays.org/ 

• Advance Edition – Daily Christian Advocate --  
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/gc2019-advance-edition-daily-christian-advocate 

• Guest/Observer Registration --  
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=378405&

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church to be held Feb. 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Mo. The purpose will 
be to receive and act on a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based on the 
recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The 32-member Commission was authorized 
by General Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine 
paragraphs in The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring options to 
strengthen the unity of the church.

General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church. The 
General Conference 2020 will take place May 5-15, 2020, at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

General Conference 
2019 at a glance

“The history has been that the (response to) the 
Committee on Reference is, ‘Yeah, whatever.’ On this deal, 
folks are going to care deeply,” said the Rev. Morris Matthis, 
a committee member from the South Central Jurisdiction.

The committee quickly and unanimously decided 
that all petitions in the Way Forward report would go on 
to General Conference. And it agreed with the Rev. Gary 
Graves, General Conference secretary, that 34 petitions 
were invalid because of formatting, failure to address the 
Book of Discipline or other basic errors. Those petitions 
were not included in the Advance Daily Christian 
Advocate.

Most of the committee’s time was spent arriving at and 
applying criteria for the remaining 51 petitions. One more 
was declared invalid, 30 more in harmony and 20 out of 
harmony.

The committee took into account whether petitions 
dealt with the same paragraphs of church law as those 
“opened” or addressed by the Way Forward report plans.

Members also gave a green light to petitions directly 
concerned with LGBTQ inclusion or exclusion in the 
church and those seeking to correct or perfect petitions in 
the Way Forward report.

“If it helps the plan, whichever plan, to perfect itself, 
then it should be considered,” said Rudolph Merab, 
a committee member from the West Africa Central 
Conference.

Both the Simple Plan, which removes restrictions 
against same-sex unions and ordination of gay clergy, 
and Modified Traditional Plan were found to be in 
harmony. The Modified Traditional Plan is a revision of 
the Traditional Plan, which the Judicial Council found had 
several petitions that would need to be changed to avoid 
violating the church constitution.

Those plans are backed by church groups that favor 
keeping the restrictions against same-sex unions and 
ordination of gay clergy, as well as boosting enforcement 
against violations.

The reference committee also cleared for consideration 

in St. Louis petitions that would ease the way for churches 
to leave the denomination and retain their property.

A petition that would allow for the dissolution of the 
denomination was found out of harmony, with reference 
committee members concluding that the Way Forward 
report and its plans were focused on continuing The United 
Methodist Church.

“I feel like dissolving the whole United Methodist 
Church is a million miles away from where we started,” 
Matthis said.

Petitions that sought reforms in the episcopacy were 
among those the committee found insufficiently related 
to the Commission on a Way Forward’s work to be in 
harmony, as were some dealing with restructuring the 
church.

“If they had wanted to address the election of bishops 
in the commission, they would have presented petitions 
dealing with the election of bishops,” Caterson said.

More than one committee member noted that a 
regularly scheduled General Conference, without the 
restricted focus of the special General Conference, is set for 
2020. Any petitions rejected as not in harmony could be 
resubmitted for 2020.

The Committee on Reference’s report, which lists the 
petitions determined to be in harmony and which were 
not, is available online and will be published in the Daily 
Christian Advocate. 

The Commission on General Conference has already 
announced that delegates will operate as one legislative 
committee in St. Louis. The petitions that will be going to 
the special General Conference are required to get a vote in 
legislative committee, according to a 2016 provision in the 
Book of Discipline. 

The commission is expected to announce soon further 
details about how petitions will be processed.

The reference committee voted unanimously on nearly 
every decision. Though discussions were intense, civility 
never flagged and there was tension-puncturing laughter 
along the way.

Members celebrated communion and hugged at the 
end.

“It’s amazing to me what happens when the Holy Spirit 
shows up,” said Savage, in concluding remarks as chair. 
“There are a lot of diverse opinions in this room, but I just 
want to say congratulations and thank you for the work 
that’s been done.”

(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News 
Service).

Panel clarifies options for special General Conference

proud to be associated with this village because it helped to 
make me who I am today,” he said. 
“I am giving back to the village what it has given me through 
the contributions of Bishop Craig and all those who 
contributed to the construction of the village. If I could speak 
to Bishop Craig, I would tell her how grateful I am to her for 
making my life meaningful to the Liberian society.”
Palmer said Craig was a multitalented servant of Jesus Christ 
and the church.
“She was a provocative and passionate preacher. She painted 
word pictures of the church living fully in the reign of God. As 
a presider, she had the perfect combination of skill and humor,” 
he said.
Craig was born in Lexington, Missouri on June 5, 1937. She 
attended William Jewell College (B.A.), Eden Theological 
Seminary (M. Div.) and Union Theological Seminary (M.A., C.E.).
Ordained deacon and elder by Bishop Francis E. Kearns, Craig 
became a member of the East Ohio Conference. From 1972 

to 1976 she served Epworth-Euclid United Methodist Church 
in Cleveland, first as minister of religious education and then 
as associate minister. The next four years she was pastor of 
Pleasant Hills United Methodist Church. In 1980, Craig was 
appointed as director of the East Ohio Conference Council 
on Ministries.
She was a delegate to the 1980 and 1984 General 
Conferences, and in 1980 served as secretary of the 
Legislative Committee on Higher Education and Ministry.
The North Central Jurisdictional Conference elected Judith 
Craig to the episcopacy in 1984. She was assigned to the 
Michigan Area from 1984-1992, and then moved to the Ohio 
West Area, where she served until her retirement in 2000.
During her episcopacy, Craig served on the United Methodist 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women (1984-1988); 
the General Council on Ministries (1988-92) and the General 
Board of Publication.
She authored a chapter, “A Bishop’s Letter to Her 
Goddaughter,” in a collection called “Confessing Conscience: 

Churched Women on Abortion,” published by Abingdon.
In 2004, Craig wrote “The Leading Women: Stories of the First 
Women Bishops of The United Methodist Church.”
Craig was preceded in death by her parents, Raymond Luther 
and Edna Forsha Craig, and her brothers and sisters, Mary 
Elizabeth Anderson, Raymond (Corky) Craig, Jeanette Aikin 
and Joseph Craig.
She is survived by nephews Howard Eric Anderson, David 
Craig Anderson, Scott Aikin and Craig Aikin; nieces Mary Beth 
Brice-Williams, Virginia Sue Anderson, Linda Aikin, Christine 
Aikin, Marcia Aikin, the Rev. Canon Shay Craig and Mary 
Forsha Craig; two step-nieces, Minka and Alice; a step-nephew, 
Daniel; 15 great-nieces and nephews and a host of beloved 
friends. 
Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for United Methodist News 
Service. Kay Panovec is director of communications for the West 
Ohio Conference.
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT       
Anna UMC $8,796.00 100% $5,292.00 100% $14,088.00 100%
Belknap UMC $1,260.00 100% $756.00 100% $2,016.00 100%
West Eden UMC $432.00 100% $264.00 100% $696.00 100%
Benton First UMC $12,276.00 100% $7,380.00 100% $19,656.00 100%
Big Prairie UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Cache Chapel UMC $2,088.00 100% $1,248.00 100% $3,336.00 100%
Olmsted UMC $1,540.00 92% $924.00 92% $2,464.00 92%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC $2,650.00 83% $1,590.00 83% $4,240.00 83%
Mounds UMC $1,356.00 100% $816.00 100% $2,172.00 100%
Carbondale First UMC $60,648.00 100% $36,456.00 100% $97,104.00 100%
Carbondale Grace UMC $19,524.00 100% $11,736.00 100% $31,260.00 100%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC $14,124.00 100% $8,484.00 100% $22,608.00 100%
Carmi First UMC $14,736.00 100% $8,856.00 100% $23,592.00 100%
Carrier Mills First UMC $9,132.00 100% $5,484.00 100% $14,616.00 100%
Carterville UMC $15,432.00 100% $9,276.00 100% $24,708.00 100%
Cedar Grove UMC $6,120.00 100% $3,672.00 100% $9,792.00 100%
Pittsburg UMC $540.00 100% $324.00 100% $864.00 100%
Cypress UMC $1,524.00 100% $912.00 100% $2,436.00 100%
Center UMC $576.00 100% $348.00 100% $924.00 100%
Luther's Chapel UMC $750.00 83% $450.00 83% $1,200.00 83%
Colp UMC $1,872.00 100% $1,128.00 100% $3,000.00 100%
Concord UMC $1,080.00 52% $480.00 38% $1,560.00 47%
Crab Orchard UMC $3,132.00 100% $471.00 25% $3,603.00 72%
Cross and Flame Ministries UMC $36,396.00 100% $21,876.00 100% $58,272.00 100%
Crossville UMC $7,500.00 100% $4,512.00 100% $12,012.00 100%
McHenry UMC $4,428.00 100% $2,664.00 100% $7,092.00 100%
Dahlgren UMC $1,596.00 100% $960.00 100% $2,556.00 100%
Macedonia UMC $1,368.00 100% $828.00 100% $2,196.00 100%
DuQuoin UMC $8,672.59 57% $5,781.23 63% $14,453.82 59%
Eldorado UMC $11,184.00 100% $6,720.00 100% $17,904.00 100%
Wesley Chapel UMC $1,632.00 100% $984.00 100% $2,616.00 100%
Energy UMC $1,606.00 92% $957.00 92% $2,563.00 92%
Enfield UMC $1,704.00 100% $1,032.00 100% $2,736.00 100%
Wesley Chapel UMC $1,464.00 100% $876.00 100% $2,340.00 100%
Webb's Chapel UMC $1,092.00 100% $660.00 100% $1,752.00 100%
Equality UMC $2,160.00 100% $1,296.00 100% $3,456.00 100%
Ridgway UMC $1,452.00 100% $864.00 100% $2,316.00 100%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC $1,416.00 50% $852.00 50% $2,268.00 50%
Fountain UMC $2,052.00 100% $1,236.00 100% $3,288.00 100%
Galatia UMC $366.00 25% $219.00 25% $585.00 25%
Raleigh UMC $1,260.00 100% $756.00 100% $2,016.00 100%
Glendale UMC $4,692.00 100% $2,820.00 100% $7,512.00 100%
Eddyville UMC $1,968.00 100% $1,188.00 100% $3,156.00 100%
Powers UMC $2,796.00 100% $1,680.00 100% $4,476.00 100%
Golconda First UMC $5,556.00 100% $3,336.00 100% $8,892.00 100%
Cave In Rock UMC $1,920.00 100% $1,152.00 100% $3,072.00 100%
Goreville UMC $9,888.00 100% $5,940.00 100% $15,828.00 100%
Creal Springs UMC $2,148.00 100% $1,296.00 100% $3,444.00 100%
Grand Tower UMC $1,464.00 100% $876.00 100% $2,340.00 100%
Wolf Lake UMC $1,572.00 100% $948.00 100% $2,520.00 100%
Ware UMC $1,440.00 100% $864.00 100% $2,304.00 100%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC $2,976.00 100% $1,788.00 100% $4,764.00 100%
West Frankfort Central UMC $1,152.00 100% $696.00 100% $1,848.00 100%
Harrisburg First UMC $23,256.00 100% $13,980.00 100% $37,236.00 100%
Herrin UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Johnston City UMC $3,070.00 34% $1,364.00 25% $4,434.00 30%
Stiritz UMC $2,496.00 100% $1,500.00 100% $3,996.00 100%
Jonesboro UMC $1,548.00 100% $924.00 100% $2,472.00 100%
Walnut Grove UMC $1,692.00 100% $1,020.00 100% $2,712.00 100%
Joppa UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Oak Grove UMC $1,344.00 100% $804.00 100% $2,148.00 100%
Karnak UMC $4,980.00 100% $2,988.00 100% $7,968.00 100%
Cross Road UMC $6,108.00 100% $3,672.00 100% $9,780.00 100%
Marion Aldersgate UMC $56,328.00 100% $33,864.00 100% $90,192.00 100%
Marion First UMC $16,152.00 100% $9,708.00 100% $25,860.00 100%
Maunie UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
McLeansboro First UMC $15,684.00 100% $9,432.00 100% $25,116.00 100%
Metropolis First UMC $29,388.00 100% $17,664.00 100% $47,052.00 100%
Mount Moriah UMC $1,068.00 100% $636.00 100% $1,704.00 100%
Pleasant Grove UMC $1,200.00 100% $720.00 100% $1,920.00 100%
New Burnside UMC $1,848.00 100% $1,116.00 100% $2,964.00 100%
Taylor UMC $1,656.00 100% $996.00 100% $2,652.00 100%
Norris City UMC $9,180.00 100% $5,520.00 100% $14,700.00 100%
Shiloh UMC $1,548.00 100% $924.00 100% $2,472.00 100%
Olive Branch UMC $2,616.00 100% $1,572.00 100% $4,188.00 100%
Tamms UMC $3,480.00 100% $2,088.00 100% $5,568.00 100%
Ohio Chapel UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Pinckneyville UMC $18,828.00 100% $11,316.00 100% $30,144.00 100%
Rosiclare UMC $3,360.00 100% $2,016.00 100% $5,376.00 100%
Sesser UMC $6,492.00 100% $3,900.00 100% $10,392.00 100%
Valier UMC $2,088.00 100% $1,248.00 100% $3,336.00 100%
Sunfield UMC $9,444.00 100% $5,676.00 100% $15,120.00 100%

Greenwood UMC $3,384.00 100% $2,028.00 100% $5,412.00 100%
Tate's Chapel UMC $3,564.00 100% $2,136.00 100% $5,700.00 100%
Broughton UMC $1,272.00 100% $768.00 100% $2,040.00 100%
Vergennes Faith UMC $1,875.00 32% $1,125.00 32% $3,000.00 32%
Vergennes Wesley UMC $2,472.00 100% $1,488.00 100% $3,960.00 100%
Elkville UMC $2,136.00 100% $1,284.00 100% $3,420.00 100%
Vienna UMC $12,792.00 100% $7,692.00 100% $20,484.00 100%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC $25,920.00 100% $15,576.00 100% $41,496.00 100%
Zeigler UMC $3,012.00 100% $1,812.00 100% $4,824.00 100%
Royalton UMC $2,040.00 100% $1,224.00 100% $3,264.00 100%
Zion UMC $2,928.00 100% $1,764.00 100% $4,692.00 100%

Cache River District TOTALS $590,757.59 90% $353,549.23 89% $944,306.82 90%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT       
Asbury UMC $696.00 100% $420.00 100% $1,116.00 100%
Funkhouser UMC $804.00 100% $480.00 100% $1,284.00 100%
Salem UMC $396.00 75% $78.00 25% $474.00 56%
Altamont First UMC $10,596.00 100% $6,372.00 100% $16,968.00 100%
Beecher City UMC $4,212.00 100% $2,532.00 100% $6,744.00 100%
Shumway UMC $3,852.00 100% $2,316.00 100% $6,168.00 100%
Brownstown UMC $47.00 2% $28.00 2% $75.00 2%
Emmanuel UMC $1,512.00 100% $912.00 100% $2,424.00 100%
Casey UMC $26,556.00 100% $15,960.00 100% $42,516.00 100%
Charleston Wesley UMC $37,776.00 100% $22,704.00 100% $60,480.00 100%
Cowden UMC $3,970.00 83% $2,380.00 83% $6,350.00 83%
Lakewood UMC $2,604.00 100% $1,560.00 100% $4,164.00 100%
Dogwood Prairie UMC $5,544.00 100% $3,336.00 100% $8,880.00 100%
Seed Chapel UMC $2,796.00 100% $1,680.00 100% $4,476.00 100%
Effingham Centenary UMC $30,432.00 100% $18,288.00 100% $48,720.00 100%
Falmouth UMC $2,040.00 100% $1,224.00 100% $3,264.00 100%
Willow Hill UMC $2,820.00 100% $1,692.00 100% $4,512.00 100%
Woodbury UMC $1,344.00 100% $804.00 100% $2,148.00 100%
Stewardson UMC $4,704.00 100% $2,832.00 100% $7,536.00 100%
Mode UMC $1,284.00 100% $768.00 100% $2,052.00 100%
Strasburg UMC $3,480.00 100% $2,088.00 100% $5,568.00 100%
Washington UMC $1,416.00 100% $852.00 100% $2,268.00 100%
Gaskill UMC $1,164.00 100% $696.00 100% $1,860.00 100%
Greenup UMC $2,340.00 100% $1,404.00 100% $3,744.00 100%
Cottonwood UMC $1,344.00 100% $804.00 100% $2,148.00 100%
Lerna UMC $1,044.00 100% $636.00 100% $1,680.00 100%
Harmon UMC $1,368.00 100% $828.00 100% $2,196.00 100%
Harvest UMC $2,496.00 100% $1,500.00 100% $3,996.00 100%
Humboldt UMC $2,556.00 100% $1,536.00 100% $4,092.00 100%
Hume UMC $1,692.00 100% $1,020.00 100% $2,712.00 100%
Kansas UMC $5,352.00 100% $3,216.00 100% $8,568.00 100%
Scottland UMC $1,128.00 100% $672.00 100% $1,800.00 100%
Kirk Chapel UMC $888.00 100% $540.00 100% $1,428.00 100%
Palestine First UMC $3,348.00 100% $2,004.00 100% $5,352.00 100%
Marshall Asbury UMC $1,067.00 92% $638.00 92% $1,705.00 92%
Grandview UMC $1,152.00 100% $696.00 100% $1,848.00 100%
Marshall First UMC $25,092.00 100% $15,084.00 100% $40,176.00 100%
Marshall Armstrong UMC $9,492.00 100% $5,700.00 100% $15,192.00 100%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC $4,308.00 100% $2,580.00 100% $6,888.00 100%
Zion UMC $5,196.00 100% $3,120.00 100% $8,316.00 100%
Marshall Trinity UMC $5,844.00 100% $3,504.00 100% $9,348.00 100%
Dunlap UMC $1,596.00 100% $960.00 100% $2,556.00 100%
Martinsville UMC $4,253.50 97% $1,111.98 43% $5,365.48 77%
Mattoon First UMC $27,876.00 100% $16,752.00 100% $44,628.00 100%
Coffeen UMC $2,172.00 100% $1,308.00 100% $3,480.00 100%
Fillmore UMC $1,500.00 100% $900.00 100% $2,400.00 100%
Hillsboro UMC $10,848.00 100% $6,516.00 100% $17,364.00 100%
Irving UMC $1,872.00 100% $1,128.00 100% $3,000.00 100%
Witt UMC $3,168.00 100% $1,896.00 100% $5,064.00 100%
Montrose UMC $1,320.00 100% $792.00 100% $2,112.00 100%
Neoga Grace UMC $9,600.00 100% $5,772.00 100% $15,372.00 100%
Toledo UMC $2,868.00 100% $1,728.00 100% $4,596.00 100%
Etna UMC $1,500.00 100% $900.00 100% $2,400.00 100%
Newton Grace UMC $9,444.00 100% $5,676.00 100% $15,120.00 100%
Kedron UMC $1,704.00 100% $1,020.00 100% $2,724.00 100%
Nokomis UMC $9,744.00 100% $5,856.00 100% $15,600.00 100%
Oak Ridge UMC $1,344.00 100% $804.00 100% $2,148.00 100%
Oakland UMC $1,896.00 100% $1,140.00 100% $3,036.00 100%
Oblong Central UMC $10,956.00 100% $6,588.00 100% $17,544.00 100%
Flat Rock UMC $3,708.00 100% $2,232.00 100% $5,940.00 100%
Oblong Evangelical UMC $8,856.00 100% $5,328.00 100% $14,184.00 100%
Oliver UMC $1,500.00 100% $900.00 100% $2,400.00 100%
Patton UMC $2,676.00 100% $1,608.00 100% $4,284.00 100%
Palestine Grace UMC $1,716.00 100% $1,032.00 100% $2,748.00 100%
Zion UMC $1,812.00 100% $1,092.00 100% $2,904.00 100%
Paris First UMC $17,256.00 100% $10,368.00 100% $27,624.00 100%
Paris Otterbein UMC $7,260.00 100% $4,368.00 100% $11,628.00 100%
Vermilion UMC $2,784.00 100% $1,680.00 100% $4,464.00 100%
Pearl Chapel UMC $2,928.00 100% $1,764.00 100% $4,692.00 100%
Pleasant Valley UMC $696.00 100% $420.00 100% $1,116.00 100%
Robinson First UMC $25,512.00 100% $15,336.00 100% $40,848.00 100%
Robinson Otterbein UMC $1,212.00 12% $728.00 12% $1,940.00 12%
Hutsonville UMC $2,496.00 100% $1,500.00 100% $3,996.00 100%
Fairview UMC $1,452.00 100% $876.00 100% $2,328.00 100%
Trinity Chapel UMC $2,196.00 100% $1,320.00 100% $3,516.00 100%
Saint Elmo First UMC $6,000.00 87% $3,600.00 87% $9,600.00 87%
Salem UMC $5,184.00 100% $3,108.00 100% $8,292.00 100%
Fourth Street UMC $2,220.00 100% $1,332.00 100% $3,552.00 100%
Wesley Chapel UMC $1,308.00 100% $780.00 100% $2,088.00 100%
Shelbyville First UMC $16,284.00 100% $9,792.00 100% $26,076.00 100%
Sugar Grove UMC $3,204.00 100% $1,920.00 100% $5,124.00 100%
Tower Hill UMC $3,708.00 100% $2,232.00 100% $5,940.00 100%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Herrick UMC $3,720.00 100% $2,232.00 100% $5,952.00 100%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC $546.00 58% $329.00 58% $875.00 58%
Mount Carmel UMC $300.00 100% $180.00 100% $480.00 100%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC $348.00 100% $204.00 100% $552.00 100%
Watson UMC $5,640.00 100% $3,396.00 100% $9,036.00 100%
West Liberty UMC $1,788.00 100% $1,068.00 100% $2,856.00 100%
Westfield UMC $5,328.00 100% $3,204.00 100% $8,532.00 100%
Zion Hill UMC $47.00 2% $28.00 2% $75.00 2%

Embarras River District TOTALS $469,098.50 96% $280,288.98 94% $749,387.48 95%

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC $7,680.00 100% $4,608.00 100% $12,288.00 100%
Kingston Mines UMC $3,000.00 100% $1,800.00 100% $4,800.00 100%
Blue Ridge UMC $1,536.00 100% $924.00 100% $2,460.00 100%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC $3,011.50 63% $1,913.50 66% $4,925.00 64%
Boyd's Grove UMC $2,400.00 100% $1,440.00 100% $3,840.00 100%
Brimfield UMC $2,148.00 100% $1,296.00 100% $3,444.00 100%
Canton South Park UMC $3,108.00 100% $1,860.00 100% $4,968.00 100%
Shields' Chapel UMC $4,464.00 100% $2,688.00 100% $7,152.00 100%
Canton Wesley UMC $49,740.00 100% $29,892.00 100% $79,632.00 100%
Chillicothe First UMC $23,652.00 100% $14,220.00 100% $37,872.00 100%
Crossroads UMC $87,324.00 100% $52,476.00 100% $139,800.00 100%
Cuba UMC $4,932.00 100% $2,964.00 100% $7,896.00 100%
London Mills UMC $3,456.00 100% $2,076.00 100% $5,532.00 100%
East Peoria Faith UMC $3,708.00 100% $2,220.00 100% $5,928.00 100%
Deer Creek UMC $1,692.00 100% $1,020.00 100% $2,712.00 100%
Delavan UMC $5,895.00 42% $7,090.00 83% $12,985.00 57%
Dunlap Prospect UMC $18,792.00 100% $11,304.00 100% $30,096.00 100%
East Peoria First UMC $28,488.00 100% $17,124.00 100% $45,612.00 100%
Eureka UMC $19,188.00 100% $11,532.00 100% $30,720.00 100%
Farmington UMC $6,924.00 100% $4,164.00 100% $11,088.00 100%
Glasford UMC $6,120.00 62% $4,080.00 68% $10,200.00 64%
Green Valley First UMC $2,184.00 100% $1,320.00 100% $3,504.00 100%
Hanna City UMC $6,396.00 100% $3,840.00 100% $10,236.00 100%
Trivoli UMC $4,992.00 100% $3,000.00 100% $7,992.00 100%
Henry UMC $7,260.00 100% $4,368.00 100% $11,628.00 100%
Washburn UMC $4,500.00 100% $2,712.00 100% $7,212.00 100%
Kewanee First UMC $23,856.00 100% $14,340.00 100% $38,196.00 100%
Lacon Sparland UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Varna UMC $4,020.00 100% $2,424.00 100% $6,444.00 100%
LaFayette UMC $3,600.00 100% $2,160.00 100% $5,760.00 100%
West Jersey UMC $1,236.00 100% $744.00 100% $1,980.00 100%
Laura UMC $2,652.00 100% $1,596.00 100% $4,248.00 100%
Monica UMC $1,104.00 100% $660.00 100% $1,764.00 100%
Lewistown UMC $10,524.00 100% $6,324.00 100% $16,848.00 100%
Mackinaw UMC $19,104.00 100% $11,484.00 100% $30,588.00 100%
Manito UMC $9,948.00 100% $5,976.00 100% $15,924.00 100%
Maples Mill UMC $4,752.00 100% $2,856.00 100% $7,608.00 100%
Morton UMC $50,604.00 100% $30,420.00 100% $81,024.00 100%
Mossville UMC $15,936.00 100% $9,576.00 100% $25,512.00 100%
Mount Pleasant UMC $1,788.00 100% $1,080.00 100% $2,868.00 100%
Norris UMC $624.00 100% $372.00 100% $996.00 100%
Providence Chapel UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Pekin First UMC $40,392.00 100% $24,276.00 100% $64,668.00 100%
Pekin Grace UMC $42,648.00 100% $25,632.00 100% $68,280.00 100%
Peoria Bethel UMC $18,864.00 100% $11,340.00 100% $30,204.00 100%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC $46,680.00 100% $28,056.00 100% $74,736.00 100%
Peoria First UMC $92,532.00 100% $55,620.00 100% $148,152.00 100%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC $15,096.00 100% $9,072.00 100% $24,168.00 100%
Peoria Northwest UMC $13,656.00 100% $8,208.00 100% $21,864.00 100%
Peoria University UMC $34,644.00 100% $20,820.00 100% $55,464.00 100%
Princeville UMC $13,728.00 100% $8,244.00 100% $21,972.00 100%
RiversEdge UMC $11,640.00 100% $6,996.00 100% $18,636.00 100%
Saint David UMC $144.00 50% $90.00 50% $234.00 50%
Bryant UMC $588.00 100% $360.00 100% $948.00 100%
Sheffield UMC $2,328.00 100% $1,392.00 100% $3,720.00 100%
Smithfield Brock UMC $3,360.00 100% $2,016.00 100% $5,376.00 100%
Locust Lane UMC $1,584.00 100% $948.00 100% $2,532.00 100%
Texas UMC $708.00 100% $420.00 100% $1,128.00 100%
Tiskilwa Community Church UM/AB $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Toulon UMC $7,539.45 53% $4,264.57 50% $11,804.02 52%
Tremont UMC $22,464.00 100% $13,500.00 100% $35,964.00 100%
Washington Evangelical UMC $17,808.00 100% $10,704.00 100% $28,512.00 100%
White Chapel UMC $2,280.00 100% $1,380.00 100% $3,660.00 100%
Monterey UMC $2,220.00 100% $1,332.00 100% $3,552.00 100%
Willow Hill UMC $31,476.00 100% $18,912.00 100% $50,388.00 100%
Wyoming UMC $5,988.00 100% $3,600.00 100% $9,588.00 100%
New Hope UMC $2,856.00 100% $1,716.00 100% $4,572.00 100%
Zion Evangelical UMC $2,655.00 75% $1,602.00 75% $4,257.00 75%

Illinois River District TOTALS $896,216.95 92% $542,444.07 93% $1,438,661.02 92%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC $2,064.00 100% $1,236.00 100% $3,300.00 100%
Arcola UMC $14,628.00 100% $8,784.00 100% $23,412.00 100%
Arthur UMC $13,368.00 100% $8,028.00 100% $21,396.00 100%
Batestown UMC $3,396.00 100% $2,040.00 100% $5,436.00 100%
Union Corner UMC $2,472.00 100% $1,488.00 100% $3,960.00 100%
Bellflower UMC $2,892.00 100% $1,740.00 100% $4,632.00 100%
Bement UMC $12,048.00 100% $7,236.00 100% $19,284.00 100%
Camargo UMC $4,368.00 100% $2,628.00 100% $6,996.00 100%
Catlin UMC $10,362.00 92% $6,226.00 92% $16,588.00 92%
Centerville UMC $5,136.00 100% $3,084.00 100% $8,220.00 100%
Seymour UMC $1,944.00 100% $1,164.00 100% $3,108.00 100%
White Heath UMC $1,596.00 100% $960.00 100% $2,556.00 100%
Champaign Faith UMC $49,560.00 100% $29,784.00 100% $79,344.00 100%
Champaign First UMC $54,180.00 100% $32,556.00 100% $86,736.00 100%

Champaign New Horizon UMC $66,420.00 100% $39,924.00 100% $106,344.00 100%
Cissna Park UMC $3,228.00 100% $1,944.00 100% $5,172.00 100%
Rankin UMC $4,716.00 100% $2,832.00 100% $7,548.00 100%
Collison UMC $1,704.00 100% $1,032.00 100% $2,736.00 100%
Countryside UMC $8,940.00 100% $5,376.00 100% $14,316.00 100%
Tolono UMC $8,592.00 100% $5,172.00 100% $13,764.00 100%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC $3,816.00 100% $2,292.00 100% $6,108.00 100%
Danville First UMC $3,348.00 100% $2,016.00 100% $5,364.00 100%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC $2,040.00 100% $1,224.00 100% $3,264.00 100%
Danville Saint James UMC $50,604.00 100% $30,408.00 100% $81,012.00 100%
Donovan UMC $3,432.00 100% $2,064.00 100% $5,496.00 100%
Crescent City UMC $2,376.00 100% $1,428.00 100% $3,804.00 100%
Fairmount UMC $1,776.00 100% $1,068.00 100% $2,844.00 100%
Fairview UMC $1,368.00 100% $816.00 100% $2,184.00 100%
Georgetown UMC $2,928.00 100% $1,752.00 100% $4,680.00 100%
Farmer City UMC $8,952.00 100% $5,376.00 100% $14,328.00 100%
Weedman UMC $2,604.00 100% $1,560.00 100% $4,164.00 100%
Fisher UMC $5,892.00 100% $3,540.00 100% $9,432.00 100%
Fithian UMC $5,688.00 100% $3,420.00 100% $9,108.00 100%
Oakwood UMC $6,012.00 100% $3,612.00 100% $9,624.00 100%
Hebron UMC $1,476.00 100% $888.00 100% $2,364.00 100%
Gibson City UMC $20,124.00 100% $12,096.00 100% $32,220.00 100%
Gifford UMC $1,896.00 100% $1,140.00 100% $3,036.00 100%
Gilman UMC $292.50 4% $292.50 6% $585.00 5%
Ashkum UMC $3,576.00 100% $2,148.00 100% $5,724.00 100%
Hindsboro UMC $2,196.00 100% $1,320.00 100% $3,516.00 100%
Homer UMC $10,188.00 100% $6,120.00 100% $16,308.00 100%
Hoopeston UMC $10,176.00 100% $6,120.00 100% $16,296.00 100%
Wellington UMC $2,076.00 100% $1,248.00 100% $3,324.00 100%
Iroquois UMC $636.00 100% $384.00 100% $1,020.00 100%
Sheldon UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Loda UMC $10,512.00 100% $6,324.00 100% $16,836.00 100%
Ludlow UMC $3,948.00 100% $2,376.00 100% $6,324.00 100%
Mahomet UMC $30,996.00 100% $18,624.00 100% $49,620.00 100%
Mansfield UMC $10,308.00 100% $6,192.00 100% $16,500.00 100%
Middlefork UMC $3,984.00 100% $2,400.00 100% $6,384.00 100%
Milford UMC $3,648.00 100% $2,196.00 100% $5,844.00 100%
Woodland UMC $1,620.00 100% $972.00 100% $2,592.00 100%
Mount Vernon UMC $3,996.00 100% $2,400.00 100% $6,396.00 100%
Bondville UMC $3,600.00 100% $2,160.00 100% $5,760.00 100%
Newman UMC $5,748.00 100% $3,456.00 100% $9,204.00 100%
Murdock UMC $1,536.00 100% $924.00 100% $2,460.00 100%
Ogden UMC $3,072.00 100% $1,848.00 100% $4,920.00 100%
Broadlands UMC $3,888.00 100% $2,340.00 100% $6,228.00 100%
Onarga UMC $0.00 0% $507.00 11% $507.00 4%
Piper City UMC $1,764.00 50% $1,056.00 50% $2,820.00 50%
Melvin UMC $5,088.00 100% $3,060.00 100% $8,148.00 100%
Paxton First UMC $20,532.00 100% $12,348.00 100% $32,880.00 100%
Pesotum UMC $1,416.00 100% $852.00 100% $2,268.00 100%
Quest Grace UMC $41,412.00 100% $24,888.00 100% $66,300.00 100%
Rantoul First UMC $15,624.00 100% $9,396.00 100% $25,020.00 100%
Ridge Farm UMC $1,824.00 100% $1,104.00 100% $2,928.00 100%
Indianola UMC $1,224.00 100% $744.00 100% $1,968.00 100%
Roberts UMC $2,136.00 100% $1,284.00 100% $3,420.00 100%
Rossville UMC $8,369.00 53% $5,027.00 53% $13,396.00 53%
Bismarck UMC $5,388.00 100% $3,240.00 100% $8,628.00 100%
Sadorus UMC $1,836.00 100% $1,104.00 100% $2,940.00 100%
Parkville UMC $936.00 100% $564.00 100% $1,500.00 100%
Saint Joseph UMC $16,764.00 100% $10,068.00 100% $26,832.00 100%
Savoy UMC $29,304.00 100% $17,616.00 100% $46,920.00 100%
Shiloh UMC $3,456.00 100% $2,076.00 100% $5,532.00 100%
Sidell UMC $8,844.00 100% $5,316.00 100% $14,160.00 100%
Chrisman UMC $6,347.00 92% $3,817.00 92% $10,164.00 92%
Sullivan UMC $23,952.00 100% $14,388.00 100% $38,340.00 100%
Tuscola UMC $23,772.00 100% $14,292.00 100% $38,064.00 100%
Urbana First UMC $18,492.00 100% $11,112.00 100% $29,604.00 100%
Urbana Wesley UMC $36,156.00 100% $21,732.00 100% $57,888.00 100%
Villa Grove UMC $13,068.00 100% $7,860.00 100% $20,928.00 100%
Watseka UMC $8,162.37 45% $4,911.63 45% $13,074.00 45%
Weldon UMC $5,244.00 100% $3,144.00 100% $8,388.00 100%

Iroquois River District TOTALS $813,052.87 94% $489,285.13 95% $1,302,338.00 95%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Adams Corner UMC $73.00 8% $528.00 100% $601.00 43%
Albion UMC $12,828.00 100% $7,716.00 100% $20,544.00 100%
Bethel UMC $3,708.00 100% $2,232.00 100% $5,940.00 100%
Allendale UMC $2,688.00 100% $1,620.00 100% $4,308.00 100%
Asbury Chapel UMC $1,452.00 100% $876.00 100% $2,328.00 100%
Bellmont UMC $2,100.00 100% $1,260.00 100% $3,360.00 100%
Ashley UMC $125.00 5% $75.00 5% $200.00 5%
Beulah UMC $12,852.00 100% $7,728.00 100% $20,580.00 100%
Bluford Otterbein UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Bonnie UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Bridgeport UMC $9,516.00 100% $5,724.00 100% $15,240.00 100%
Petrolia UMC $1,332.00 100% $804.00 100% $2,136.00 100%
Calhoun UMC $1,740.00 100% $1,044.00 100% $2,784.00 100%
Ebenezer North UMC $2,808.00 100% $1,692.00 100% $4,500.00 100%
Centralia First UMC $14,124.00 100% $8,496.00 100% $22,620.00 100%
Irvington UMC $1,440.00 100% $864.00 100% $2,304.00 100%
Claremont UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Prairieton UMC $180.00 44% $0.00 0% $180.00 27%
Cornerstone UMC $7,716.00 100% $4,632.00 100% $12,348.00 100%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC $3,696.00 100% $2,220.00 100% $5,916.00 100%
Johnsonville UMC $1,788.00 100% $1,080.00 100% $2,868.00 100%
Bethel UMC $1,644.00 100% $996.00 100% $2,640.00 100%
Fairfield First UMC $19,220.00 83% $11,550.00 83% $30,770.00 83%
Farina UMC $9,492.00 100% $5,700.00 100% $15,192.00 100%
Patoka UMC $5,760.00 100% $3,456.00 100% $9,216.00 100%
Flora First UMC $17,088.00 100% $10,272.00 100% $27,360.00 100%
Flora Trinity UMC $2,112.00 100% $1,272.00 100% $3,384.00 100%
Golden Gate UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Conway UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Grayville UMC $5,628.00 100% $3,384.00 100% $9,012.00 100%
Browns UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Hopewell UMC $137.50 29% $137.50 48% $275.00 36%
Olive Branch UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Ina UMC $1,692.00 100% $1,020.00 100% $2,712.00 100%
Waltonville UMC $1,200.00 100% $720.00 100% $1,920.00 100%
Kinmundy First UMC $20,760.00 100% $12,480.00 100% $33,240.00 100%
Wesley UMC $2,280.00 100% $1,368.00 100% $3,648.00 100%
Lancaster UMC $1,068.00 100% $636.00 100% $1,704.00 100%
Lawrenceville First UMC $14,515.00 96% $1,102.00 12% $15,617.00 64%
Billett UMC $4,968.00 100% $2,988.00 100% $7,956.00 100%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC $20.00 1% $0.00 0% $20.00 1%
Louisville UMC $6,336.00 100% $3,816.00 100% $10,152.00 100%
May Chapel UMC $618.00 50% $372.00 50% $990.00 50%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC $17,988.00 100% $10,812.00 100% $28,800.00 100%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC $9,036.00 100% $5,436.00 100% $14,472.00 100%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC $6,336.00 100% $3,804.00 100% $10,140.00 100%
Wayne City UMC $3,540.00 100% $2,136.00 100% $5,676.00 100%
Zion UMC $3,204.00 100% $1,920.00 100% $5,124.00 100%
Mount Vernon First UMC $41,604.00 100% $25,008.00 100% $66,612.00 100%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Union Chapel UMC $1,488.00 100% $888.00 100% $2,376.00 100%
Dix UMC $1,596.00 100% $960.00 100% $2,556.00 100%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC $18,528.00 100% $11,136.00 100% $29,664.00 100%
Mount Zion UMC $1,992.00 50% $1,200.00 50% $3,192.00 50%
Brown's Chapel UMC $1,128.00 50% $678.00 50% $1,806.00 50%
Odin UMC $972.00 100% $588.00 100% $1,560.00 100%
Alma UMC $1,452.00 100% $864.00 100% $2,316.00 100%
Pleasant Grove UMC $948.00 100% $564.00 100% $1,512.00 100%
Olney First UMC $24,672.00 100% $14,820.00 100% $39,492.00 100%
Olney Immanuel UMC $3,772.80 40% $2,270.40 40% $6,043.20 40%
Olney Saint Paul UMC $4,800.00 100% $2,880.00 100% $7,680.00 100%
Parkersburg UMC $1,200.00 100% $720.00 100% $1,920.00 100%
Ebenezer Sams UMC $960.00 100% $576.00 100% $1,536.00 100%
Little Wabash UMC $1,212.00 100% $732.00 100% $1,944.00 100%
Pinkstaff UMC $2,856.00 100% $1,716.00 100% $4,572.00 100%
Chauncey-Landes UMC $1,452.00 100% $876.00 100% $2,328.00 100%
Pleasant Grove UMC $624.00 100% $384.00 100% $1,008.00 100%
Richview UMC $4,176.00 100% $2,508.00 100% $6,684.00 100%
Gilead UMC $1,020.00 100% $612.00 100% $1,632.00 100%
Saint Francisville UMC $3,096.00 100% $1,860.00 100% $4,956.00 100%
Salem Grace UMC $31,512.00 100% $18,948.00 100% $50,460.00 100%
Salem Trinity UMC $7,800.00 100% $4,692.00 100% $12,492.00 100%
Iuka UMC $3,900.00 100% $2,340.00 100% $6,240.00 100%
Sandoval UMC $5,784.00 100% $3,480.00 100% $9,264.00 100%
Boulder UMC $1,920.00 100% $1,152.00 100% $3,072.00 100%
Shattuc UMC $4,428.00 100% $2,664.00 100% $7,092.00 100%
Sumner UMC $11,520.00 100% $6,924.00 100% $18,444.00 100%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC $3,384.00 100% $2,040.00 100% $5,424.00 100%
Clay City UMC $4,764.00 100% $2,868.00 100% $7,632.00 100%
Harmony UMC $3,564.00 100% $2,148.00 100% $5,712.00 100%
Bethel UMC $0.00 0% $2,112.00 100% $2,112.00 38%
Union Chapel UMC $1,392.00 100% $840.00 100% $2,232.00 100%
Vandalia First UMC $28,476.00 100% $17,112.00 100% $45,588.00 100%
West Salem Zion UMC $3,087.00 29% $1,855.00 29% $4,942.00 29%
Enterprise UMC $3,996.00 100% $2,400.00 100% $6,396.00 100%
West UMC $2,928.00 100% $1,764.00 100% $4,692.00 100%
Xenia UMC $5,544.00 100% $3,336.00 100% $8,880.00 100%

Kaskaskia River District TOTALS $478,356.30 81% $282,483.90 82% $760,840.20 82%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT 
Ashland UMC $3,660.00 100% $2,196.00 100% $5,856.00 100%
Peter Cartwright UMC $4,056.00 100% $2,436.00 100% $6,492.00 100%
Astoria UMC $1,812.00 100% $1,092.00 100% $2,904.00 100%

Sheldon's Grove UMC $1,260.00 100% $756.00 100% $2,016.00 100%
Batchtown UMC $420.00 33% $252.00 33% $672.00 33%
Beardstown First UMC $13,392.00 100% $8,052.00 100% $21,444.00 100%
Bethel UMC $1,035.00 75% $621.00 75% $1,656.00 75%
Grafton UMC $1,812.00 100% $1,092.00 100% $2,904.00 100%
Griggsville UMC $3,816.00 100% $2,292.00 100% $6,108.00 100%
New Salem UMC $1,008.00 100% $612.00 100% $1,620.00 100%
Detroit UMC $1,620.00 100% $972.00 100% $2,592.00 100%
Florence UMC $336.00 100% $204.00 100% $540.00 100%
Oxville UMC $564.00 100% $336.00 100% $900.00 100%
Perry UMC $3,624.00 100% $2,172.00 100% $5,796.00 100%
Bluffs UMC $3,624.00 100% $2,184.00 100% $5,808.00 100%
Naples UMC $1,668.00 100% $996.00 100% $2,664.00 100%
Camp Point UMC $9,756.00 100% $5,856.00 100% $15,612.00 100%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC $2,169.00 75% $1,305.00 75% $3,474.00 75%
Carlinville UMC $18,648.00 100% $11,208.00 100% $29,856.00 100%
Carrollton UMC $3,720.00 100% $2,244.00 100% $5,964.00 100%
Christ UMC $5,292.00 100% $3,180.00 100% $8,472.00 100%
Carthage First UMC $12,124.00 86% $8,484.00 100% $20,608.00 91%
Clayton Federated UMC $362.16 18% $213.84 18% $576.00 18%
Concord UMC $1,440.00 100% $864.00 100% $2,304.00 100%
Arenzville UMC $5,112.00 100% $3,072.00 100% $8,184.00 100%
Bluff Springs UMC $1,212.00 100% $732.00 100% $1,944.00 100%
Doddsville UMC $2,088.00 100% $1,260.00 100% $3,348.00 100%
Browning UMC $1,188.00 100% $720.00 100% $1,908.00 100%
Sugar Grove UMC $2,364.00 100% $1,416.00 100% $3,780.00 100%
Beverly UMC $1,476.00 100% $888.00 100% $2,364.00 100%
Plainville UMC $1,704.00 100% $1,020.00 100% $2,724.00 100%
Richfield UMC $1,260.00 100% $756.00 100% $2,016.00 100%
Franklin UMC $2,856.00 100% $1,716.00 100% $4,572.00 100%
Durbin UMC $2,556.00 100% $1,536.00 100% $4,092.00 100%
Greenfield UMC $7,824.00 100% $4,704.00 100% $12,528.00 100%
Rockbridge UMC $3,852.00 100% $2,316.00 100% $6,168.00 100%
Hamilton UMC $4,812.00 100% $2,892.00 100% $7,704.00 100%
Warsaw UMC $4,848.00 100% $2,916.00 100% $7,764.00 100%
Havana First UMC $13,740.00 100% $8,256.00 100% $21,996.00 100%
Oakford UMC $5,880.00 100% $3,528.00 100% $9,408.00 100%
Industry UMC $8,280.00 100% $4,980.00 100% $13,260.00 100%
Vermont UMC $3,720.00 100% $2,232.00 100% $5,952.00 100%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC $21,444.00 100% $12,888.00 100% $34,332.00 100%
Jacksonville Grace UMC $23,088.00 100% $13,884.00 100% $36,972.00 100%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC $15,624.00 100% $9,396.00 100% $25,020.00 100%
Jerseyville UMC $21,040.00 67% $18,972.00 100% $40,012.00 79%
Littleton UMC $2,268.00 100% $1,368.00 100% $3,636.00 100%
Living Faith UMC $11,268.00 100% $6,768.00 100% $18,036.00 100%
Loraine UMC $3,424.00 67% $2,056.00 67% $5,480.00 67%
Manchester UMC $1,488.00 100% $888.00 100% $2,376.00 100%
Mount Sterling First UMC $8,100.00 100% $4,872.00 100% $12,972.00 100%
Columbus UMC $1,956.00 100% $1,176.00 100% $3,132.00 100%
Murrayville UMC $10,104.00 100% $6,072.00 100% $16,176.00 100%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC $2,273.50 94% $1,368.50 94% $3,642.00 94%
New Hope UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Palmyra UMC $2,772.00 100% $1,668.00 100% $4,440.00 100%
Modesto UMC $2,064.00 100% $1,236.00 100% $3,300.00 100%
Paloma UMC $1,872.00 100% $1,128.00 100% $3,000.00 100%
Pleasant Grove UMC $3,828.00 100% $2,304.00 100% $6,132.00 100%
Payson UMC $3,708.00 100% $2,220.00 100% $5,928.00 100%
Pittsfield UMC $16,029.00 91% $9,620.00 91% $25,649.00 91%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC $15,896.50 77% $9,482.50 77% $25,379.00 77%
Quincy Union UMC $18,420.00 100% $11,076.00 100% $29,496.00 100%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC $33,360.00 100% $20,052.00 100% $53,412.00 100%
Rosedale UMC $3,648.00 100% $2,196.00 100% $5,844.00 100%
Rural UMC $3,660.00 100% $2,196.00 100% $5,856.00 100%
Rushville First UMC $17,654.00 84% $10,654.00 84% $28,308.00 84%
Barry UMC $4,560.00 100% $2,748.00 100% $7,308.00 100%
Hull UMC $4,550.00 83% $2,730.00 83% $7,280.00 83%
New Canton UMC $2,112.00 100% $1,272.00 100% $3,384.00 100%
Pleasant Hill UMC $2,268.00 100% $1,356.00 100% $3,624.00 100%
Virden First UMC $7,992.00 100% $4,800.00 100% $12,792.00 100%
Girard UMC $7,104.00 100% $4,272.00 100% $11,376.00 100%
Virginia UMC $13,356.00 100% $8,028.00 100% $21,384.00 100%
Fairview UMC $1,548.00 100% $924.00 100% $2,472.00 100%
Waverly UMC $9,792.00 100% $5,880.00 100% $15,672.00 100%
Brooklyn UMC $1,308.00 100% $780.00 100% $2,088.00 100%
Ebenezer UMC $1,008.00 100% $612.00 100% $1,620.00 100%
Houston UMC $1,452.00 100% $876.00 100% $2,328.00 100%
Camden UMC $2,664.00 100% $1,596.00 100% $4,260.00 100%
Winchester UMC $12,420.00 100% $7,464.00 100% $19,884.00 100%

Lamoine River District TOTALS $489,113.16 94% $301,438.84 95% $790,552.00 95%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT 
Alton Grace UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Hartford First UMC $2,076.00 100% $1,248.00 100% $3,324.00 100%
Elsah UMC $2,295.00 85% $1,377.00 86% $3,672.00 85%
Alton Main Street UMC $41,196.00 100% $24,756.00 100% $65,952.00 100%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC $128,628.00 100% $77,316.00 100% $205,944.00 100%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC $6,808.69 64% $3,404.34 54% $10,213.03 60%
Belleville Union UMC $53,124.00 100% $31,932.00 100% $85,056.00 100%
Benld UMC $3,528.00 100% $2,124.00 100% $5,652.00 100%
Bethalto UMC $4,185.00 29% $2,107.00 25% $6,292.00 28%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC $6,651.00 75% $3,996.00 75% $10,647.00 75%
Bunker Hill UMC $1,800.00 100% $1,080.00 100% $2,880.00 100%
Carlyle First UMC $15,324.00 100% $9,204.00 100% $24,528.00 100%
Huey UMC $2,028.00 100% $1,212.00 100% $3,240.00 100%
Beckemeyer UMC $1,452.00 100% $864.00 100% $2,316.00 100%
Caseyville UMC $9,648.00 100% $5,796.00 100% $15,444.00 100%
Chester First UMC $6,252.00 100% $3,756.00 100% $10,008.00 100%

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Collinsville First UMC $15,120.00 100% $9,084.00 100% $24,204.00 100%
Columbia Bethany UMC $18,984.00 100% $11,412.00 100% $30,396.00 100%
Coulterville UMC $7,260.00 100% $4,368.00 100% $11,628.00 100%
Tilden UMC $1,908.00 100% $1,152.00 100% $3,060.00 100%
East Alton First UMC $7,339.25 60% $4,410.75 60% $11,750.00 60%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC $4,567.75 55% $2,741.25 55% $7,309.00 55%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC $17,520.00 100% $10,524.00 100% $28,044.00 100%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC $7,678.03 22% $4,117.03 19% $11,795.06 21%
Ellis Grove UMC $1,788.00 100% $1,068.00 100% $2,856.00 100%
New Palestine UMC $2,328.00 100% $1,404.00 100% $3,732.00 100%
Preston UMC $492.00 100% $300.00 100% $792.00 100%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC $203,664.00 100% $122,412.00 100% $326,076.00 100%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC $2,688.00 100% $1,620.00 100% $4,308.00 100%
Gillespie First UMC $11,052.00 100% $6,636.00 100% $17,688.00 100%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC $19,560.00 100% $11,760.00 100% $31,320.00 100%
Godfrey First UMC $20,000.00 64% $12,000.00 64% $32,000.00 64%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC $780.00 25% $420.00 22% $1,200.00 24%
Granite City Nameoki UMC $2,790.00 15% $907.00 8% $3,697.00 13%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC $2,604.00 36% $996.00 23% $3,600.00 31%
Granite City Trinity UMC $9,504.00 100% $5,712.00 100% $15,216.00 100%
Greenville First UMC $16,824.00 100% $10,116.00 100% $26,940.00 100%
Highland Hope UMC $25,200.00 100% $15,144.00 100% $40,344.00 100%
Keyesport UMC $1,476.00 100% $888.00 100% $2,364.00 100%
Lebanon First UMC $14,412.00 100% $8,664.00 100% $23,076.00 100%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Marissa UMC $4,992.00 100% $3,000.00 100% $7,992.00 100%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC $15,936.00 100% $9,576.00 100% $25,512.00 100%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC $12,912.00 50% $7,758.00 50% $20,670.00 50%
Medora UMC $1,344.00 100% $804.00 100% $2,148.00 100%
Piasa UMC $1,284.00 100% $768.00 100% $2,052.00 100%
Mount Olive UMC $3,552.00 100% $2,136.00 100% $5,688.00 100%
Sorento UMC $1,296.00 100% $780.00 100% $2,076.00 100%
Mulberry Grove UMC $1,725.00 82% $1,235.00 98% $2,960.00 88%
Pleasant Mound UMC $936.00 100% $564.00 100% $1,500.00 100%
Nashville Grace UMC $23,316.00 100% $14,016.00 100% $37,332.00 100%
New Athens UMC $3,912.00 100% $2,352.00 100% $6,264.00 100%
New Baden UMC $7,188.00 100% $4,320.00 100% $11,508.00 100%
O'Fallon First UMC $67,392.00 100% $40,512.00 100% $107,904.00 100%
Okawville UMC $2,076.00 100% $1,248.00 100% $3,324.00 100%
Pocahontas UMC $7,404.00 100% $4,452.00 100% $11,856.00 100%
Panama UMC $2,000.00 87% $1,200.00 86% $3,200.00 87%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC $5,754.00 25% $3,459.00 25% $9,213.00 25%
Shiloh UMC $34,716.00 100% $20,868.00 100% $55,584.00 100%
Shipman UMC $2,889.00 75% $1,737.00 75% $4,626.00 75%
Dorchester UMC $1,200.00 100% $720.00 100% $1,920.00 100%
Sparta First UMC $19,380.00 100% $11,640.00 100% $31,020.00 100%
Staunton UMC $3,144.00 100% $1,896.00 100% $5,040.00 100%
Steeleville UMC $2,472.00 100% $1,488.00 100% $3,960.00 100%
Percy UMC $2,508.00 100% $1,512.00 100% $4,020.00 100%
Trenton First UMC $13,860.00 100% $8,328.00 100% $22,188.00 100%
Troy UMC $51,828.00 100% $31,152.00 100% $82,980.00 100%
Worden UMC $2,544.00 100% $1,524.00 100% $4,068.00 100%
Saint Jacob UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Wanda UMC $5,220.00 63% $3,072.00 61% $8,292.00 62%
Wood River First UMC $7,700.00 92% $4,631.00 92% $12,331.00 92%

Mississippi River District TOTALS $1,011,014.72 85% $604,776.37 84% $1,615,791.09 84%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC $5,508.00 100% $3,312.00 100% $8,820.00 100%
Warrensburg UMC $4,224.00 100% $2,544.00 100% $6,768.00 100%
Assumption UMC $3,204.00 100% $1,932.00 100% $5,136.00 100%
Findlay UMC $4,200.00 100% $2,520.00 100% $6,720.00 100%
Windsor UMC $4,992.00 100% $3,000.00 100% $7,992.00 100%
Athens UMC $8,508.00 100% $5,112.00 100% $13,620.00 100%
Cantrall UMC $5,340.00 100% $3,204.00 100% $8,544.00 100%
Auburn UMC $7,560.00 50% $4,542.00 50% $12,102.00 50%
Beason UMC $2,928.00 100% $1,752.00 100% $4,680.00 100%
McLean UMC $5,160.00 100% $3,108.00 100% $8,268.00 100%
Waynesville UMC $6,492.00 100% $3,900.00 100% $10,392.00 100%
Bethel UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Bissell UMC $1,764.00 100% $1,068.00 100% $2,832.00 100%
Blue Mound UMC $10,848.00 100% $6,516.00 100% $17,364.00 100%
Buckeye UMC $2,268.00 100% $1,368.00 100% $3,636.00 100%
Owaneco UMC $2,592.00 100% $1,560.00 100% $4,152.00 100%
South Fork UMC $5,004.00 100% $3,012.00 100% $8,016.00 100%
Chatham UMC $28,116.00 100% $16,896.00 100% $45,012.00 100%
Cisco UMC $8,520.00 100% $5,112.00 100% $13,632.00 100%
Clinton UMC $17,388.00 100% $10,452.00 100% $27,840.00 100%
Decatur Central UMC $6,180.00 100% $3,720.00 100% $9,900.00 100%
Decatur Christ UMC $3,437.50 37% $2,062.50 37% $5,500.00 37%
Decatur First UMC $50,676.00 100% $30,456.00 100% $81,132.00 100%
Decatur Grace UMC $57,576.00 100% $34,608.00 100% $92,184.00 100%
Decatur Wesley UMC $3,648.00 100% $2,196.00 100% $5,844.00 100%
Divernon UMC $4,836.00 100% $2,904.00 100% $7,740.00 100%
Pawnee UMC $2,250.00 42% $1,350.00 42% $3,600.00 42%
Thayer UMC $1,020.00 33% $612.00 33% $1,632.00 33%
Easton UMC $4,764.00 100% $2,868.00 100% $7,632.00 100%
Edinburg UMC $5,988.00 100% $3,600.00 100% $9,588.00 100%
Stonington UMC $5,580.00 100% $3,360.00 100% $8,940.00 100%
Elkhart UMC $2,388.00 100% $1,440.00 100% $3,828.00 100%
Fairview UMC $1,272.00 100% $756.00 100% $2,028.00 100%
Farmersville UMC $552.00 100% $324.00 100% $876.00 100%
Forsyth UMC $13,776.00 100% $8,280.00 100% $22,056.00 100%
Fountain of Life UMC $6,192.00 100% $3,720.00 100% $9,912.00 100%
Garver Brick UMC $2,004.00 100% $1,200.00 100% $3,204.00 100%
Island Grove UMC $1,788.00 100% $1,080.00 100% $2,868.00 100%

Kenney UMC $840.00 100% $504.00 100% $1,344.00 100%
Lincoln First UMC $25,572.00 100% $15,372.00 100% $40,944.00 100%
Loami UMC $2,520.00 58% $1,496.00 58% $4,016.00 58%
Long Creek UMC $5,412.00 100% $3,252.00 100% $8,664.00 100%
Dalton City UMC $3,108.00 100% $1,872.00 100% $4,980.00 100%
Maroa UMC $13,788.00 100% $8,292.00 100% $22,080.00 100%
Mason City UMC $1,452.00 17% $874.00 17% $2,326.00 17%
San Jose UMC $7,488.00 100% $4,500.00 100% $11,988.00 100%
Middletown UMC $1,752.00 100% $1,056.00 100% $2,808.00 100%
Midland UMC $5,652.00 100% $3,396.00 100% $9,048.00 100%
Monticello UMC $37,224.00 100% $22,368.00 100% $59,592.00 100%
Morrisonville UMC $5,772.00 100% $3,468.00 100% $9,240.00 100%
Mount Auburn UMC $2,268.00 100% $1,356.00 100% $3,624.00 100%
Mount Pulaski First UMC $3,574.75 66% $1,907.25 59% $5,482.00 63%
Chestnut UMC $1,860.00 100% $1,116.00 100% $2,976.00 100%
Latham UMC $2,892.00 100% $1,740.00 100% $4,632.00 100%
Mount Zion UMC $13,608.00 100% $8,184.00 100% $21,792.00 100%
Bethany UMC $2,136.00 100% $1,284.00 100% $3,420.00 100%
Moweaqua UMC $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Sanner Chapel UMC $1,632.00 100% $984.00 100% $2,616.00 100%
New Holland UMC $3,360.00 100% $2,016.00 100% $5,376.00 100%
Niantic UMC $1,600.00 47% $800.00 39% $2,400.00 44%
Illiopolis UMC $3,144.00 100% $1,896.00 100% $5,040.00 100%
Cerro Gordo UMC $8,040.00 100% $4,836.00 100% $12,876.00 100%
Lovington UMC $5,280.00 100% $3,180.00 100% $8,460.00 100%
Hammond UMC $4,308.00 100% $2,592.00 100% $6,900.00 100%
LaPlace UMC $2,088.00 100% $1,260.00 100% $3,348.00 100%
Pana UMC $18,948.00 100% $11,388.00 100% $30,336.00 100%
Petersburg UMC $13,056.00 100% $7,848.00 100% $20,904.00 100%
Elwin UMC $13,212.00 100% $7,944.00 100% $21,156.00 100%
Macon UMC $7,980.00 100% $4,800.00 100% $12,780.00 100%
Zion Chapel UMC $8,112.00 100% $4,872.00 100% $12,984.00 100%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC $6,996.00 100% $4,212.00 100% $11,208.00 100%
Riverton First UMC $794.08 8% $0.00 0% $794.08 5%
Rochester UMC $27,180.00 100% $16,332.00 100% $43,512.00 100%
Sharon UMC $9,295.00 92% $5,588.00 92% $14,883.00 92%
Sherman UMC $26,472.00 100% $15,912.00 100% $42,384.00 100%
Springfield Asbury UMC $7,224.00 100% $4,344.00 100% $11,568.00 100%
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC $12,552.00 100% $7,548.00 100% $20,100.00 100%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC $35,388.00 100% $21,264.00 100% $56,652.00 100%
Springfield First UMC $188,676.00 100% $113,400.00 100% $302,076.00 100%
Springfield Grace UMC $10,404.00 100% $6,252.00 100% $16,656.00 100%
Springfield Jerome UMC $2,820.00 100% $1,692.00 100% $4,512.00 100%
New Salem UMC $1,908.00 100% $1,152.00 100% $3,060.00 100%
Springfield Kumler UMC $9,401.94 61% $5,762.48 62% $15,164.42 62%
Springfield Laurel UMC $52,044.00 100% $31,272.00 100% $83,316.00 100%
Sugar Creek UMC $21,912.00 100% $13,164.00 100% $35,076.00 100%
Taylorville UMC $33,276.00 100% $20,004.00 100% $53,280.00 100%
Williamsville UMC $6,828.00 100% $4,104.00 100% $10,932.00 100%

Sangamon River District TOTALS $989,393.27 91% $593,902.23 91% $1,583,295.50 91%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC $9,180.00 100% $5,520.00 100% $14,700.00 100%
Aledo UMC $25,356.00 100% $15,240.00 100% $40,596.00 100%
Alpha UMC $9,912.00 100% $5,952.00 100% $15,864.00 100%
Altona UMC $7,020.00 100% $4,212.00 100% $11,232.00 100%
Victoria UMC $6,039.00 92% $3,630.00 92% $9,669.00 92%
Blandinsville UMC $2,808.00 100% $1,692.00 100% $4,500.00 100%
Burnside UMC $2,604.00 100% $1,572.00 100% $4,176.00 100%
Bushnell UMC $1,590.00 25% $954.00 25% $2,544.00 25%
Avon UMC $2,400.00 51% $1,200.00 42% $3,600.00 47%
New Philadelphia UMC $732.00 100% $444.00 100% $1,176.00 100%
Point Pleasant UMC $996.00 100% $600.00 100% $1,596.00 100%
Colchester UMC $10,308.00 100% $6,192.00 100% $16,500.00 100%
Hills Grove UMC $1,248.00 100% $756.00 100% $2,004.00 100%
Colona UMC $14,904.00 100% $8,952.00 100% $23,856.00 100%
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC $56,652.00 100% $34,044.00 100% $90,696.00 100%
Elmwood UMC $14,628.00 100% $8,784.00 100% $23,412.00 100%
Fairfield UMC $2,112.00 100% $1,272.00 100% $3,384.00 100%
Fairview Center UMC $10,176.00 100% $6,120.00 100% $16,296.00 100%
Galesburg Faith UMC $6,420.00 100% $3,864.00 100% $10,284.00 100%
Galesburg First UMC $37,188.00 100% $22,356.00 100% $59,544.00 100%
Galva Grace UMC $1,500.00 63% $900.00 63% $2,400.00 63%
Geneseo First UMC $54,336.00 100% $32,652.00 100% $86,988.00 100%
Cambridge UMC $14,040.00 100% $8,436.00 100% $22,476.00 100%
Geneseo Grace UMC $29,988.00 100% $18,024.00 100% $48,012.00 100%
Annawan Community UMC $3,204.00 100% $1,932.00 100% $5,136.00 100%
Fairview UMC $4,416.00 100% $2,652.00 100% $7,068.00 100%
Hooppole Zion UMC $4,164.00 100% $2,508.00 100% $6,672.00 100%
Henderson UMC $1,463.00 92% $880.00 92% $2,343.00 92%
North Henderson UMC $1,788.00 100% $1,068.00 100% $2,856.00 100%
Hillsdale UMC $4,032.00 100% $2,424.00 100% $6,456.00 100%
Illinois City UMC $5,448.00 100% $3,276.00 100% $8,724.00 100%
Pine Bluff UMC $1,872.00 100% $1,128.00 100% $3,000.00 100%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Kirkwood UMC $3,540.00 100% $2,136.00 100% $5,676.00 100%
Smithshire UMC $1,428.00 100% $852.00 100% $2,280.00 100%
Knoxville UMC $10,848.00 100% $6,528.00 100% $17,376.00 100%
LaHarpe UMC $1,275.00 38% $925.00 45% $2,200.00 40%
Durham UMC $1,800.00 100% $1,080.00 100% $2,880.00 100%
Terre Haute UMC $3,552.00 100% $2,136.00 100% $5,688.00 100%
Good Hope UMC $6,840.00 100% $4,104.00 100% $10,944.00 100%
Jerusalem UMC $3,696.00 100% $2,220.00 100% $5,916.00 100%
Loraine UMC $10,992.00 100% $6,612.00 100% $17,604.00 100%
Macomb Wesley UMC $47,172.00 100% $28,356.00 100% $75,528.00 100%
Maquon UMC $4,332.00 100% $2,604.00 100% $6,936.00 100%
Douglas UMC $2,052.00 100% $1,236.00 100% $3,288.00 100%
Orange Chapel UMC $2,016.00 100% $1,212.00 100% $3,228.00 100%
Maxey Chapel UMC $2,496.00 100% $1,500.00 100% $3,996.00 100%
Milan Trinity UMC $7,728.00 100% $4,644.00 100% $12,372.00 100%
Green River UMC $1,488.00 100% $888.00 100% $2,376.00 100%
Mineral UMC $1,116.00 100% $672.00 100% $1,788.00 100%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC $17,016.00 100% $10,224.00 100% $27,240.00 100%
Moline Riverside UMC $32,628.00 100% $19,608.00 100% $52,236.00 100%
Monmouth First UMC $22,428.00 100% $13,488.00 100% $35,916.00 100%
Nauvoo UMC $3,540.00 100% $2,124.00 100% $5,664.00 100%
Galva First UMC $9,852.00 100% $5,916.00 100% $15,768.00 100%
Bishop Hill UMC $2,412.00 100% $1,452.00 100% $3,864.00 100%
Oneida UMC $2,988.00 100% $1,800.00 100% $4,788.00 100%
Oquawka UMC $1,668.00 100% $996.00 100% $2,664.00 100%
Gladstone UMC $2,196.00 100% $1,320.00 100% $3,516.00 100%
Biggsville UMC $2,436.00 100% $1,464.00 100% $3,900.00 100%
Orion UMC $18,948.00 100% $11,388.00 100% $30,336.00 100%
Port Byron First UMC $14,628.00 100% $8,796.00 100% $23,424.00 100%
Reynolds UMC $9,588.00 100% $5,760.00 100% $15,348.00 100%
Taylor Ridge UMC $1,884.00 100% $1,128.00 100% $3,012.00 100%

Rock Island Two Rivers UMC $19,284.00 100% $11,592.00 100% $30,876.00 100%
Roseville UMC $9,084.00 100% $5,460.00 100% $14,544.00 100%
Swan Creek UMC $1,980.00 100% $1,188.00 100% $3,168.00 100%
Stronghurst UMC $3,948.00 100% $2,376.00 100% $6,324.00 100%
Carman UMC $2,832.00 100% $1,704.00 100% $4,536.00 100%
Church of the Cross UMC $3,444.00 100% $2,076.00 100% $5,520.00 100%
Hampton Grace UMC $4,092.00 100% $2,460.00 100% $6,552.00 100%
Viola UMC $7,008.00 100% $4,212.00 100% $11,220.00 100%
Preemption UMC $9,444.00 100% $5,676.00 100% $15,120.00 100%
Walnut Grove UMC $5,472.00 100% $3,288.00 100% $8,760.00 100%
Joy UMC $3,996.00 100% $2,400.00 100% $6,396.00 100%
Eliza Community UMC $2,892.00 100% $0.00 0% $2,892.00 100%
New Boston UMC $2,628.00 100% $1,584.00 100% $4,212.00 100%
Williamsfield UMC $6,444.00 100% $3,876.00 100% $10,320.00 100%
Dahinda UMC $6,252.00 100% $3,756.00 100% $10,008.00 100%

Spoon River District TOTALS $691,907.00 97% $414,053.00 96% $1,105,960.00 97%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
Aroma Park UMC $1,884.00 100% $1,128.00 100% $3,012.00 100%
Bloomington Park UMC $6,960.00 100% $4,188.00 100% $11,148.00 100%
Bloomington Wesley UMC $95,772.00 100% $57,564.00 100% $153,336.00 100%
Bonfield First UMC $2,676.00 100% $1,608.00 100% $4,284.00 100%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC $6,012.00 100% $3,612.00 100% $9,624.00 100%
Grand Prairie UMC $3,888.00 100% $2,340.00 100% $6,228.00 100%
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC $14,148.00 100% $8,508.00 100% $22,656.00 100%
Braceville UMC $4,320.00 100% $2,592.00 100% $6,912.00 100%
Mazon UMC $3,168.00 100% $1,908.00 100% $5,076.00 100%
Chatsworth UMC $5,508.00 100% $3,312.00 100% $8,820.00 100%
Forrest UMC $5,388.00 100% $3,240.00 100% $8,628.00 100%
Chenoa UMC $4,188.00 100% $2,508.00 100% $6,696.00 100%
Coal City UMC $21,564.00 100% $12,960.00 100% $34,524.00 100%
Cornell UMC $2,616.00 100% $1,572.00 100% $4,188.00 100%
United Church of Odell UMC $625.00 44% $375.00 44% $1,000.00 44%
Downs UMC $16,560.00 100% $9,948.00 100% $26,508.00 100%
Dwight UMC $25,806.00 92% $15,510.00 92% $41,316.00 92%
El Paso UMC $10,104.00 100% $6,072.00 100% $16,176.00 100%
Essex UMC $680.00 67% $408.00 67% $1,088.00 67%
Fairbury First UMC $12,828.00 100% $7,704.00 100% $20,532.00 100%
Herscher UMC $10,152.00 100% $6,108.00 100% $16,260.00 100%
Reddick UMC $5,016.00 100% $3,012.00 100% $8,028.00 100%
South Wilmington UMC $1,272.00 100% $768.00 100% $2,040.00 100%
United Church of Heyworth $13,308.00 100% $8,004.00 100% $21,312.00 100%
Hudson UMC $6,816.00 100% $4,092.00 100% $10,908.00 100%
Kankakee Asbury UMC $23,282.00 58% $17,293.00 72% $40,575.00 64%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC $15,264.00 100% $9,168.00 100% $24,432.00 100%
Bradley Wesley UMC $12,168.00 100% $7,308.00 100% $19,476.00 100%
Kankakee Trinity UMC $6,684.00 100% $4,020.00 100% $10,704.00 100%
Bradley Evangelical UMC $3,744.00 100% $2,256.00 100% $6,000.00 100%
LeRoy UMC $23,100.00 100% $13,884.00 100% $36,984.00 100%
Lexington First UMC $18,096.00 100% $10,884.00 100% $28,980.00 100%
Long Point UMC $5,316.00 100% $3,192.00 100% $8,508.00 100%
Lostant UMC $2,544.00 100% $1,524.00 100% $4,068.00 100%
Richland UMC $816.00 100% $492.00 100% $1,308.00 100%
Manteno UMC $14,892.00 100% $8,952.00 100% $23,844.00 100%
McDowell UMC $4,944.00 100% $2,976.00 100% $7,920.00 100%
Minonk UMC $2,316.00 100% $1,392.00 100% $3,708.00 100%
Wenona Saint John's UMC $2,700.00 100% $1,620.00 100% $4,320.00 100%
Momence First UMC $10,008.00 100% $6,012.00 100% $16,020.00 100%
Grant Park First UMC $2,628.00 100% $1,584.00 100% $4,212.00 100%
Hennepin UMC $5,064.00 100% $3,036.00 100% $8,100.00 100%
Magnolia UMC $1,596.00 100% $960.00 100% $2,556.00 100%
McNabb UMC $768.00 100% $456.00 100% $1,224.00 100%
Normal Calvary UMC $108,660.00 100% $65,304.00 100% $173,964.00 100%
Normal First UMC $56,460.00 100% $33,936.00 100% $90,396.00 100%
Normal Morningstar UMC $12,696.00 100% $7,632.00 100% $20,328.00 100%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC $3,624.00 100% $2,184.00 100% $5,808.00 100%
Pontiac First UMC $42,096.00 100% $25,308.00 100% $67,404.00 100%
Atlanta UMC $5,328.00 100% $3,204.00 100% $8,532.00 100%
Ebenezer UMC $4,488.00 100% $2,700.00 100% $7,188.00 100%
Hopedale UMC $2,148.00 100% $1,296.00 100% $3,444.00 100%
Ransom UMC $5,184.00 100% $3,120.00 100% $8,304.00 100%
Verona UMC $2,040.00 100% $1,224.00 100% $3,264.00 100%
Ritchey UMC $1,404.00 100% $840.00 100% $2,244.00 100%
Roanoke UMC $9,420.00 100% $5,664.00 100% $15,084.00 100%
Secor UMC $2,640.00 100% $1,584.00 100% $4,224.00 100%
Saunemin UMC $6,876.00 100% $4,140.00 100% $11,016.00 100%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC $4,632.00 100% $2,784.00 100% $7,416.00 100%
Cropsey UMC $4,104.00 100% $2,472.00 100% $6,576.00 100%
Streator First UMC $14,928.00 100% $8,964.00 100% $23,892.00 100%
Grand Ridge UMC $5,232.00 100% $3,144.00 100% $8,376.00 100%
Ellsworth UMC $5,844.00 100% $3,516.00 100% $9,360.00 100%
Colfax UMC $2,484.00 100% $1,500.00 100% $3,984.00 100%
Pleasant Grove UMC $3,108.00 100% $1,860.00 100% $4,968.00 100%
Tonica UMC $6,144.00 100% $3,696.00 100% $9,840.00 100%
Cabery UMC $1,476.00 100% $888.00 100% $2,364.00 100%
Cullom UMC $2,052.00 100% $1,236.00 100% $3,288.00 100%
Kempton UMC $1,536.00 100% $924.00 100% $2,460.00 100%

Vermilion River District TOTALS $751,793.00 98% $455,170.00 98% $1,206,963.00 98%

Charleston Otterbein UMC (CLOSED) $2,466.00 50% $1,482.00 50% $3,948.00 50%
Nye Chapel UMC (CLOSED) $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Bath UMC (CLOSED) $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC (CLOSED) $2,316.00 50% $1,392.00 50% $3,708.00 50%
Hamburg UMC (CLOSED) $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
Garrison Temple UMC (CLOSED) $606.00 50% $360.00 50% $966.00 50%
Cisne UMC (CLOSED) $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 0%
      

IGRC TOTALS  $7,186,091.36 94.30% $4,320,625.75 94.36% $11,506,717.11 94.32%
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3rd Annual

RetreatSelf-care
May 19-21, 2019
Lake Williamson Christian Retreat Center

17280 Lakeside Drive, Carlinville, IL 62626

S P O N S O R E D

RESTORE, RENEW, CONNECT 

For more info: www.lakewilliamson.org

An Environment Where Faith Can Grow

Come and fill your spiritual cup at PCC’s 2019 Self-Care Retreat. Your registration 
cost is per person and includes two hotel nights, all meals, and immersion prayer 

experiences that include both instruction 
and practice time. There are multiple price 
points depending on roommate choices.

By planning time for practice, it is our 
hope that attendees will leave the retreat 

confident enough to incorporate some new ways to praise, connect to God, and 
in the process fill their spiritual cups during their private prayer practice. 

Lake Williamson Christian Retreat Center Front Desk 
at 217-854-4824 (directions or facilities questions).

Watch The Current, the IGRC Pastoral Care and 
Counseling Facebook page, and the PCC newsletter 
for more information. Registration will be open from 
Covenant Keepers through May 1. 

Hope to see you there!

Commuter: $100/person
Triple occupancy: $150/person
Double occupancy: $200/person
Single occupancy: $300/person

www.lakewilliamson.org


Conference News

SOCIAL JUSTICE IMPORTANT 
TO FAITH DEVELOPMENT
BY REV. TIM HARRISON
McKendree University

LEBANON – One 
important area of student 
faith development in 
McKendree University’s 
religious life program is 
social justice. Every year 
various speakers and 
trainings are offered as 
a part of our efforts to 
inspire students to live out 
their faith and work for a 
just world. 

The Chaplain’s office 
at McKendree University will be co-hosting an 
important workshop and presentation by Angie 
Thomas, author of the book of The Hate U Give. 
Thomas is the recipient of the 2018 William 
C. Morris Award and the 2018 Waterstones 
Children’s Book Prize. 

The Hate U Give explores the world of 
16-year-old Starr Carter: a girl who walks a 
careful line between her upper-crust prep school 
and the poverty-stricken neighborhood where 
she grew up. But when she witnesses a police 
officer shooting her best friend Khalil—an 
unarmed youth—Starr is plunged into even more 
uncertainty.

A total of 16 McKendree students will be 
facilitating difficult conversations on race and 

racism with 150 area high 
school students representing 
17 different schools. As 
keynote speaker, Thomas 
will be providing a special 
presentation on the topic of 
Finding Your Activism and 
Turning the Political into the 
Personal. 

McKendree student 
Shaneise Tally, who will 
be one of the facilitators 
noted, “Jesus was concerned 
that people be saved but 
he wanted them to be free 
from injustice of any kind. 

Jesus noted, that as we treat our neighbor, we 
treat Him. People should be free to live the lives 
God has called them to live,” Tally said. “I am 
excited to be a part of this day. Thomas’ book 
draws on important current issues like poverty, 
police brutality, and code switching that are very 
relevant to my friends and I. It is important to 
respect where you grew up and to know that the 
struggle does make you stronger. I think Angie 
gives me hope and faith that although I get down 
from time to time about having to constantly 
deal with these issues, there is positive change 
happening to improve the lives of marginalized 
groups.”

BY ROXY TWADDLE
Illinois State University

In November, the Merge Student Leadership team hosted 
“Max Out Merge” worship. After months of practicing 
their invitation to friends to join them in the faith 
community, almost 200 students gathered to worship together and hear from 
their peers how God used music to transform their life and their faith. One 
student leader even convinced his fraternity to make it a mandatory event.  
The leadership team commits to retreats, training and service from January 
to December. The Wesley Foundation at Illinois State University, Merge, 
opens the applications for our student leadership team at the end of each 
fall semester. This year, 14 college students felt strongly enough about their 
faith and the importance of Merge at Illinois State, Wesleyan and Heartland 
Community College, they volunteered their time and their talents to lead our 
ministry. 
From Jan. 11-13, 14 students and four staff traveled to St. Louis, where we 
explored our strengths from Strengths Finder 2.0, took some time to learn 
about one another, and planned the activities for the entire semester. The 
college students took part in three different worship services, prayed for 
their friends, colleagues, and peers, and spent some time learning about the 
qualities of a leader. The students are so passionate about Merge! 
The Merge Leadership Team is responsible for organizing events throughout 
the school year. They work together to lead a 24-7 prayer room, organize and 
implement outreach activities on the campuses in our community, and design 
a worship service once a week for the duration of the year. These students 
are a part of Merge while they are getting their degrees and learning what it 
means to be the future of the church! 

Equipping  
college students  
to bridge divides

We are a big church transforming the world for 
Christ in so many ways. On college campuses, 
United Methodist pastors are equipping students 
to work for justice, make new disciples, and 
change lives. As students return to campus this 
winter, would you join with me in praying for 
these students, and those they will encounter, 
that they may be used by Christ to build bridges 
across race, nationality, economic, and religion?  

BY SKYLER PRZYGODA
University of Illinois

URBANA – What started out as a summer activity for 
Cunningham Children’s home and Wesley Student Center at 
the University of Illinois, has now blossomed into a beautiful 
connection. 

This past summer, students from the University of Illinois’s 
Wesley Student Center started helping Chaplain Gay King Crede 
lead camp-themed worship services on Wednesday nights. Each 
week, a different student led the devotional and activity, and 
every night ended with a new s’mores-themed snack. 

 “This past summer I spoke about how God is always with 
us even when we feel like God isn’t there or has left us, and 
how God answers prayers in ways we don’t always expect,” 
said Maggie Thomas, a campus ministry intern at the Wesley 
Student Center. “It was great to hear the kids’ insight about this 
topic; almost everyone had something to share! From listening 
to their own experiences about where they found God to be 
in times of stress or in the unknown, to hearing about their 
own ideas about who God even is, I loved connecting with and 
learning more from them throughout the summer.” 

As the five weeks of summer drew to a close, students from 
Cunningham and from Wesley were both looking forward to 
the next time they would see each other. 

Since both groups meet on Wednesday nights for their 
midweek services, Chaplin Gay and Campus Minister Julie 
Dowler decided with the help of their students that they would 

join together for one service a month, with the college students 
and young adults leading the service. The semester started, and 
campus minister intern Skyler Przygoda led the first service 
with the kids, and they talked about the abundance of Jesus. 

“My favorite part about our Wednesday nights at 
Cunningham has been connecting with the students and 
hearing their stories! It’s a beautiful thing to be able to connect 
with them and I am always learning that God is truly touching 
their lives even through the most difficult moments,” Przygoda 
said. “Now every month when we walk through the doors, we 
are greeted by their smiling faces as they are eager to learn more 
from us and more about what college is like!”

As the semester went on, the students and young adults 
talked about letting go, thankfulness, and even helped with the 
annual Advent festival.

Wesley student Ave Rivera is excited to keep the 
connections alive with the students. “Our experiences at 
Cunningham were definitely marked by our relationships with 
the students. I really enjoyed being able to answer questions 
about college as well as explaining how I got to college, why 
I am here, and where we want to go,” he said. “Month after 
month, it was nice to be recognized by the students, since 
we had started forming a relationship with them during the 
summer. I think the highlight of the year is always the live 
advent celebration because we get to spend a special time of 
the year with them. Overall, we are grateful for the privilege of 
meeting these children during their journeys at Cunningham!”

College Student Ministry 
NEW Leadership Team

U of I, Cunningham students form relationships through monthly worship
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FRIDAY
JUNE
20197

7:30PM

LARNELLE HARRIS
5-time Grammy and 11-time Dove Award winner

WITH THE VOICES OF BETHEL
Guest vocalist Sarah Seymour, Peoria First UMC

PRE-SALE TICKETS AVAILABLE TO IGRC FEB. 15-28
CODE WORD:
OURKIDS
ALL TICKET SALES THROUGH TICKETMASTER

$20-$30 TICKETS GO ON 
SALE TO THE PUBLIC 
MAR. 1 FOR $25/$35

UNDERWRITTEN WITH GIFTS FROM: 
UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION 

LARSON TRUST, PEORIA FIRST UMC 
FOUNDATION, PREACHERS’ AID SOCIETY 

AND BENEFIT FUND, GFI DIGITAL

PEORIA CIVIC CENTER

FOR MORE INFO:  
www.peoriaciviccenter.com/home

Pre-sale tickets for Larnelle 
Harris concert Feb. 15

PEORIA –  Tickets for the June 7 
concert featuring five-time Grammy and 
13-time Dove Award winner Larnelle 
Harris go on sale March 1 through 
Ticketmaster.

However, IGRC customers have an 
opportunity to participate in a concert 
pre-sale by purchasing tickets between 
Feb. 15 and Feb. 28. Visit www.ticket-
master.com or the box office at the Peo-
ria Civic Center.  Search for “Larnelle 
Harris, Peoria, Illinois.” A link will also 
be posted on the IGRC website Feb. 15 
that will take you to the page.

You will need the promo code: 
OURKIDS. You will use this code on 

the webpage. There you will be able 
to purchase tickets at the $20 and $30 
price levels before they go on sale to the 
general public. The purchase will also be 
subject to a facility and processing fee.

There are 3,100 tickets available for 
purchase. All of these tickets are in the 
lower bowl region of Carver Arena at 
the Peoria Civic Center. Should those 
tickets sell out, additional seats will be 
opened in the upper bowl and tickets 
will be handled on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Tickets go on sale March 1 to the 
general public at $25 and $35.

BOOKER-JONES TO PREACH RETIREES 
SERVICE AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

SPRINGFIELD –  
The Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-
Jones has been selected as 
this year’s preacher at the 
Annual Conference re-
tiree recognition service, 

Bishop Frank Beard announced recently.
Booker-Jones, who took retirement Dec. 31 

completes the platform preachers. Booker-Jones 

is part of the retiring Class of 2019 which, at press 
time, numbered 24 retirees. The service will be on 
Friday morning.

With the announcement, the platform for the 
2019 Annual Conference is set. Bishop Sharma 
Lewis, episcopal leader for the Virginia Annual 
Conference, will preach in the opening worship 
service Thursday afternoon.

Carol Sims, a laywoman from Williamsville 

UMC, and the daughter of the late Rev. Dr. R. Paul 
Sims, will preach Thursday evening’s Memorial 
Service. Sims is the administrative assistant for 
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund and the 
United Methodist Foundation.

Bishop Beard will preach Saturday’s Service of 
Ordination and Commissioning on Saturday morning.

The 2019 Annual Conference will be June 6-8, 
at the Peoria Civic Center.
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BY LARRY FRANK
Chair, Conference Committee on Evangelism

I was 14 years old, and because I didn’t 
know any better, I had agreed to be the 
lay member to annual conference for my 
local church. I was a brand, new Christian 
attending a gathering that I knew nothing 
about, it was my first time in Peoria…I 
was out of my element. 
The theme was Making Room in the 
Promised Land. I remember being in awe 
of the opening processional as the robed 
Bishop and cabinet made their way to 
the platform. I remember hearing the 
booming organ and singing And Are We 
Yet Alive? and thinking, “I’m home. This is 
where I belong.” It was at that first annual 
conference that, full of fear and trembling, 
I responded to the invitation during the 
ordination service. 
I have a lot of fond memories of that first 
experience with the Illinois Great Rivers 
Annual Conference, but one stands out 
above the rest. Back then, the John Wesley 
Fellowship luncheon was the place where 
the evangelism awards were presented. I 
sat there and marveled at the stories of 
the churches who were presented with 
growth awards, the tenacity of those who 
received the Denman Awards, and the 
faithfulness of the one who received the 
Peter Cartwright Award. This became 
my favorite part of Annual Conference 
each year. I aspired to be like those who 
received these awards, I had a deep 
desire to learn from them. Two years ago, 
I was overcome with pride as one of my 
student leaders received the Denman 
Award for laity. 
At Annual Conference 2018, I had the 
incredible privilege to stand before the 
body as the chair of your conference 
evangelism committee to announce 
the growth award recipient churches, 
present the Denman Award to Rev. Bruce 
Rushing and recognize the years of faithful 
evangelistic work of Rev. Bill Jones as he 
received the Peter Cartwright Lifetime 
Achievement Award. I was humbled and 
excited to recognize their contribution to 
the Church of Jesus Christ in the IGRC. 
We got to celebrate the ministry and 
legacy of these men and seek to learn 
from them. 
However, I was also disheartened last 
year that our committee received no 

nominations for the Denman Award 
for laity or youth. In our reflection on 
that disappointment, your conference 
evangelism committee feels confident that 
it’s not because the youth and laity of our 
conference aren’t doing good evangelistic 
work that we received no nominations. 
We own that the process for receiving 
nominations has been on autopilot. So 
here’s your refresher. 
The Harry S. Denman Evangelism Award 
is named to honor the legacy of the 
late Dr. Harry Denman, a lay evangelist. 
The Foundation for Evangelism, founded 
in 1949 by Dr. Denman, makes this 
award possible in every conference of 
The United Methodist Church. The 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference accepts 
nominations for clergy, laity, and youth 
not because these people are “super-
Christians” but because they are faithful 
and missional leaders and are especially 
effective at sharing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
The Peter Cartwright Lifetime 
Achievement Award is unique to our 
conference. To honor the legacy of Peter 
Cartwright, this award is presented 
to a retired clergy member who has 
demonstrated effectiveness in and 
provided leadership to our conference 
in evangelism throughout their ministry 
career.  
Think of people in your life who 
demonstrate these qualities. The layperson 
who is passionate about reaching out to 
those who don’t know Jesus. The youth 
who has caught fire and can’t stop inviting 
their friends to youth group. The Pastor 
who consistently and effectively shares 
the Gospel plainly each week. The retired 
pastor whose legacy influences your 
relationship with Jesus still today. If you’ve 
got people like this in your life, please 
consider nominating them for one of 
these awards so that we may all celebrate 
their work and learn from their ministry. 
The nomination forms can be found on 
the conference website at www.igrc.org/
evangelismawards. This year, the deadline 
for submitting a nomination is April 1. 
Our committee is looking forward to 
prayerfully considering many nominations 
and celebrating the wonderful evangelistic 
ministry that is happening in thed Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference.

Evangelism Awards

http://www.peoriaciviccenter.com/home
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