
Standing in prayer are from left, delegates Kimberly Woods, of Industry, Ill., Sara Isbell, of Bloomington, Ill., and Andy Adams, of Troy, Ill., at the United Methodist Church General Conference Day 
of Prayer at The Dome at America's Center.  Photo courtesy of Hillary Levin, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/Polaris Images.
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Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.  
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Easter books available to borrow from the UMRC!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!
#814000    Caiaphas: The High Priest (Adele Reinhartz)
#807210    Christ in the Passover (Ceil and Moishe Rosen)
#814215    Easter-Rific! (Tina Houser)
#814219    Essential Lent: Holy Moments and Sacred Experiences for Your  
 Whole Congregation (Aimee Jannsohn)
#818147    Faithful Celebrations: Making Time for God from Mardi Gras 
 through Pentecost (Sharon Ely Pearson)
#817024    Into Your Hand: Confronting Good Friday (Walter Brueggemann)
#817023    Make Room: A Child's Guide to Lent and Easter (Laura Alary)
#806047    Sharing the Easter Faith with Children (Carolyn Brown)
#817026    Step Gently in the World: Resources for Holy Week 
 (Sally Foster-Fulton)
#816011    Walking with Jesus through the Old Testament: Devotions for Lent
  (Paul Stroble)
#815020    Why the Cross? (Donald Senior)
#817003    Women of Easter (Liz Curtis Higgs)
#815007    World Worth Saving: Lenten Spiritual Practices for Action 
 (George Hovaness Donigan)
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(DIRECTLY ABOVE) Delegates pause for prayer during the Feb. 23 
Day of Prayer and Preparation at the 2019 Special Session of the 
United Methodist General Conference in St. Louis. 
(TOP PHOTO) Kimberly Woods, a delegate from the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, prays during morning worship. 
(LEFT) Prayer room volunteers create a stained-glass wall out of 
prayers offered by attendees.
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Bishop Frank Beard

Our journey continues
The General Conference has spoken. 
A majority of our 874 voting delegates 

have decided that Our Way Forward will 
begin with plans for a more conservative 
pathway. The decision, while clearly disap-
pointing to many, reflects the global nature of 
our worldwide denomination. 

The General Conference has selected a 
path and now we all must figure out if we will 
continue to journey together in pursuit of 
mission and ministry.

I encourage each of us to take the time 
needed before making a final decision re-
garding the route you will choose.

I remind us that this course was selected 
by our delegates, after nearly three years 
of prayerful discernment across the whole 
church, intentional dialogue and directed 
study by our Commission on a way forward, 
and the consideration of three possible plans 
for moving us forward. For many it will take 
time before we can clearly see whether or not 
the correct path has been selected.

We started this process believing that 
God would lead us.  Now is not the time to 
stop trusting the process.  We need to contin-
ue to pray together for clarity and boldness 

to take the next step forward.  Faith does not 
see and then go, faith steps out trusting that 
God will be with us and will indeed direct 
our path.

I want to confess to you that I am hurt-
ing and grieving for our denomination.  We 
are broken and fractured.  We are divided 
and disjointed.  A majority of our delegates 
have selected a route forward for our future 
together in mission and ministry in hopes of 
transforming the world for Jesus Christ. I am 
trusting their discernment.

This route may not seem best at the mo-
ment.  I would remind each of us that after 
Peter’s great confession, of Jesus being the 
Messiah of God, Jesus pointed them towards 
Jerusalem where he would be unjustly con-
victed and crucified. No one but Jesus could 
see the end result of their difficult journey.  

Again, I urge each of you, let us be 
determined to walk together, trusting and 
believing that God indeed will make a way 
somehow. 

We have ten months before the changes 
that were selected by this 2019 Special Called 
Session will become effective. Prior to Janu-
ary 1, 2020 the Judicial Council will review 

the decisions and the 
directions selected by our 
delegates to ensure that 
they are in harmony with 
our Book of Discipline. 

Our Boards, Agen-
cies, Seminaries, and affiliate ministries will 
help us to understand the ramifications of 
embarking on the selected path, in terms of 
our overall mission and ministry goals.  

I will be travelling across the Illinois 

Deaths
Mary Brownfield, 93, widow of 
the Rev. Dr. Richard C. Brownfield, 
died Feb. 10 in Carlinville.

The Brownfields served 35 years 
of ministry in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring in 1989 

from Decatur First UMC. Rev. Brownfield died May 5, 
2012.

Condolences may be sent to daughter Jane Reichmann, 
1350 E. First South St., Carlinville, IL 62626.

Barbara Moreau, 62, wife of IGRC 
pastor Larry Moreau, died Feb. 8 in 
Gillespie.

Memorials are suggested and may 
be made in her honor to First United 
Methodist Church of Gillespie, 900 

Broadway St, Gillespie, IL 62033 or the Preacher Aid 
Society and Benefit Fund, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 
62794.

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Larry Moreau, P. O. Box 
207, Gillespie, IL  62033-0207. The complete obituary 
may be viewed by visiting: http://www.mdfh.com/
obituaries/Barbara-S-Moreau?obId=4144087#

Retired local pastor Lorraine E. 
Martin died Feb. 3 in California.

Rev. Martin served 12 years in the 
former Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring in 1992 from Viola.

Condolences may be sent to her son, 
James R. Martin, P.O. Box 1310, Lower Lake, CA 95457.

Retired IGRC pastor Rev. David L. 
Bultemeier, died Feb. 2 in East 
Peoria. He was 84.

Rev. Bultemeier and his late wife, 
Joanne served 31 years in active 
ministry in the former Central 

Illinois Conference and later, the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, retiring from East Moline Christ in 2000. 
She died Nov. 30, 2013. They are the parents of the Rev. 

Lori Bultemeier, a Deacon in Full Connection serving in 
extension ministry with The Baby Fold.

Condolences may be sent to the family online at www.
thewiltonmortuary.com, or to the Rev Lori Bultemeier, 
3551 Silverado Trail, Normal, IL 61761-9536.

A complete obituary can be found by visiting: https://
www.legacy.com/obituaries/pjstar/obituary.
aspx?n=david-l-bultemeier&pid=191447198

Rev. Jack L. Adams, 87, who 
served nearly 20 years as a pastor 
in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, died Jan. 28, in 
Chesterfield, Mo.

Adams served a four-point charge in 
and around Crab Orchard; East St. Louis, Carbondale, East 
Alton and Carmi. He transferred to the former Missouri 
East Conference in 1973, serving at Union UMC and 
Salem-in-Ladue UMC until his retirement in 1995.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.legacy.
com/obituaries/STLToday/obituary.aspx?page=lifest

ory&pid=191410883 

The Conference Office has just 
received word of the death of retired 
pastor Rev. Clarence L. Tolley 
who died July 19, 2018, in Sun City 
Center, Fla. He was 81 years old.

Rev. Tolley began his ministry in the 
former Southern Illinois Conference before transferring 
to the former North Indiana Conference for six years. He 
returned to the Southern Illinois Conference in 1969 and 
served until 1990 when he took a leave of absence, He 
retired in 1999.

Funeral services were held July 28, 2018, at Sun City 
Center UMC. A complete obituary may be found by 
visiting: https://suncitycenterfuneralhome.com/
tribute/details/107519/Clarence-Tolley/obituary.
html

Condolences may be sent to: Bette Tolley, 4726 Eagles 
Perch, House Springs, MO  63051-3135.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard 
appoints the following:

Eric N. Swanson to Pekin Grace UMC, Illinois 
River District, effective July 1.

Change of Status
Michael Sharp, discontinuation of a certified 
lay minister assignment, Cache River District, 
effective Feb. 11. He previously served Cache 
Chapel-Olmsted-Ohio Chapel UMC’s.

Juan Carlos Lara-Cardosa, discontinuation 
of part-time local pastor, Spoon River District, 
effective Jan. 24. He previously served 
Manantial de Vida UMC.

AN OPEN LETTER TO UNITED METHODIST CLERGY
Dear Colleagues: 
We greet you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord and Savior.  
Very soon, delegates from around the world will gather in St. Louis for the 2019 General 
Conference.  Please continue to pray for the delegates, conference, and church.  May God’s 
Spirit lead and guide us through this time. We write today to caution against any over reaction 
to any decisions made and to help dispel some misinformation surrounding the conference.  
No matter the outcome at the February General Conference, earned pension credits and 
money invested at WesPath are secure.  The Pre-1982 Pension Plan is currently fully funded 
for Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  The annuities from the MPP plan are funded.  Defined 
Benefits for the CRSP plan are funded.  All enrolled clergy are fully vested in UMPIP and all 
defined contribution accounts.  No one will lose any earned benefits to date.  However, any 
active clergy withdrawing from the denomination will forfeit any future benefits.  Retired 
clergy will not lose any earned benefits if they withdraw from the denomination.  
Benefits provided by Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund (PASBF) may be impacted 
differently than the retirement plans.  The PASBF Board of Directors is committed to serve 
those we are currently serving.  But, if a retired or active clergy turns in credentials, he or she 
would sever the tie with the conference and therefore jeopardize any benefits from PASBF. 
According to PASBF’s Articles of Incorporation, PASBF supports retirees and spouses who 
retire from the IGRC or its successor conference.  Persons who do not remain in the IGRC 
forfeit any benefits from PASBF no matter how many years served in the conference.  These 

benefits include, but not limited to, the IGRC’s Medicare Supplement Plan, Assistance with 
Medicare Supplement Premiums, Medicare Part D Benefits, Dental and Hearing Aid Loans, 
and other supplemental benefits.  PASBF currently offers over 15 different ministries that 
may not be available to persons who turn in credentials.
We understand the potential for persons to not be able to remain in the denomination 
in good conscience.  This is something each person will need to decide for themselves.  
However, it is vital for everyone to consider the full ramifications of a decision to leave.     
At this point, specifics cannot be determined until after General Conference.  
No matter what happens, we’re suggesting that you not rush into making any 
decision with long-term consequences and are asking you to carefully consider 
all the ramifications for your future.  We are willing to talk to you to help answer 
questions you may have and we welcome you to contact any of us. 

More specific details and summary can be released after the February conference.  It is our 
hope and prayer, God will strengthen the church through this difficult time.  And may God 
bless all of our ministries.
Sincerely,

JOURNEY CONTINUED ON  PAGE 3

Bishop Frank Beard Rev. Mike Potts  Rev. Keith Anderson
Resident Bishop Director of Administrative Services Executive Director
Illinois Great Rivers Conference Illinois Great Rivers Conference PASBF

Bishop Beard’s Preaching Schedule
MARCH SCHEDULE
March 3 –  9:00 a.m. worship service, Virginia UMC -  

 LaMoine RD

March 10 – 6:00 p.m. Lent Cluster worship service,  
 Mount Carmel Trinity UMC - Kaskaskia RD

March 24 – 6:00 p.m.  Brush Creek Cluster Lenten  
 worship service, Newton Grace UMC -  
 Embarras RD

March 31 – 4:00 p.m. 5-Point Parish worship service, 
  Stewardson UMC - Embarras RD
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IGRC Neighborhood 
Conversation: Praygrounds
SPRINGFIELD – The first online conversation 
in the IGRC Neighborhood will focus on 
praygrounds (yes, "praygrounds" - not playgrounds). 
Featured panelists will be Barb Horsch and Susan 
Wisner Schultz, both of Gibson City UMC, and 
Sarah McCoy, from Rock Island Two Rivers UMC. 
Register today join the conversation on Tuesday, 
March 5, from 1 to 2 p.m. at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/ChildrensMinistryLeadersRetreat 
2019 Unable to join live? Register anyway, and 
you will receive a link to view the recorded 
conversation at your convenience.
 The IGRC Neighborhood is a ministry of CEF: 
Christians Engaged in Faith Formation. Find us on 
Facebook at IGRC Neighborhood - Christians 
Engaged in Faith Formation (https://www.
facebook.com/groups/178326936422988/).

Handbell Festival
SPRINGFIELD – The 31st Annual Handbell 
Festival will be Saturday, March 9, at Springfield 
First UMC.
Composer Cathy Moklebust will be the clinician. 
Total cost is $40 per registrant if their church 
group has a Fellowship member or $45 per 
registrant if the group has no Fellowship 
member.  All registration payments must be paid 
online with a credit card.  Register by visiting 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/handbellfestival 

The Handbell Festival is sponsored by the IGRC 
Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists 
in Music and Worship Arts (FUMMWA).  

Evangelism in a Secular Society
CAMBRIDGE – Cambridge UMC is hosting 
Evangelism in a Secular Society: Defending Your 
Faith with Love and Truth on Saturday, March 
16 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Michael C. Sherrard, pastor at Crosspoint 
Church, director of Ratio Christi College Prep 
and author of Relational Apologetics will be the 
speaker.
The one-day seminar free of charge to anyone 
that would like to attend, the only cost being a 
freewill offering for a potluck lunch. 
For more information or questions, contact Jim 
Aniol at 309-937-2018.

Reaching New People workshop
FAIRFIELD – Fairfield First UMC is hosting a 
Reaching New People workshop on Saturday, 
March 23.
This workshop will teach principles which 
are effective in churches of all sizes that are 
making new disciples of Jesus Christ. The key 
to reaching new people is to move beyond the 
walls of the building and develop relationships 
with people in the community. This workshop 
will equip the church to reach out in non-
threatening ways. If more people of the church 
intentionally engage in this invitational model, 
the church will be more effective in reaching 
new people.
This one-day workshop invites a team (a pastor 
and at least three lay people) to take next steps 
in reaching new people.  The larger the number 
of people who attend, the greater the likelihood 
the principles will have a positive impact on a 
church's ability to reach new people. Bring a 
large team!! 
To register your church team, visit: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/ReachingNewPeople 

For more information contact Mike Crawford 

at mcrawford@igrc.org or Donna Blythe at 
donna.blythe.55@gmail.com 

Disaster response training 
events
CHAMPAIGN – Champaign First UMC will 
host two disaster response training events on 
Saturday, March 30.
An Early Response Team training will be from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Registration is open 
through March 22. Cost is $40 and includes all 
course materials. Register online at: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/ERTChampaignFirst190330 

The Connecting Neighbors training, which 
will run from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., inspires 
congregations and communities to minimize 
disaster-caused harm to people and property 
and to respond to neighbors in helpful, 
cooperative and caring ways on behalf of 
the church and in the spirit of Jesus Christ. 
Information from this training comes from the 
knowledge and experience gleaned over many 
years by dedicated volunteers who have served 
their neighbors on behalf of the church.
Registration is $30 per person through March 
22. Register at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
CNCHAMPAIGNFIRST190330 

More information about the disaster response 
program can be found at: www.igrc.org/
disasterresponse

Safe Sanctuaries workshop
SPRINGFIELD – A Safe Sanctuaries – Best 
Practices workshop will be held at Springfield 
Laurel UMC, on Sunday, April 7, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Led by Beth Fender, IGRC Coordinator of 
Discipleship and New Streams, this workshop 
will focus on best practices in developing and 
following a protection policy and procedures 
relative to children, youth, and vulnerable adults. 
We will also discuss the process of reporting 
suspected abuse of children or vulnerable adults 
and how to respond when a registered sex 
offender wishes to participate in the life of the 
local church. This free workshop is supported 
by your apportionment giving.
Register by visiting https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
ERTChampaignFirst190330 

Called: God’s Purpose for You 
as Laity in the Church
SPRINGFIELD – Whether you are starting 
a new worship service, launching a multi-site 
campus, or starting a whole new ministry, 
success often rises and falls on the involvement 
of the laity. 
In this seminar, Rev. Dr. Ken Nash will teach the 
best practices for creating and training a healthy 
launch team of laypersons. You will walk away 
knowing the pitfalls to avoid and will have the 
necessary tools to help each person find their 
place in the new ministry.
The IGRC and the Missouri Conference has 
teamed up to offer this learning experience on 
April 13 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Seven IGRC churches are hosting the event 
-- Columbia Bethany UMC, Tremont UMC, 
Lincoln First UMC; Mt. Vernon First UMC, 
Effingham Centenary UMC; Moline Riverside 
UMC and Marion Aldersgate UMC.
Registration is required and is on a sliding scale 
with early registrants enjoying a price break.

Read more and register for one of the sites at: 
https://www.igrc.org/calendardetail/12753552 

Bishop's Open golf outing 
April 26
CHATHAM –The Bishop’s Open will be 
April 26 at Piper Glen in Chatham. Online 
registration is open at: www.igrc.org/
bishopsopen2019 

The Bishops’ Open is an annual event designed 
to raise funds for a conference-wide initiative. 
For the second year, proceeds will go toward the 
Our Conference, Our Kids campaign which is 
raising $2.5 million for the spiritual life programs 
in the conference’s five child welfare agencies.
Hole sponsorships are available for non-golfers.

Beautiful Mess Women's Retreat
GODFREY – Godfrey First UMC is hosting its 
first Women's Retreat on Saturday, April 27, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Keynote speaker is Shelly Harvey. Cost is $10 
per person.
Six breakout sessions are a part of the day's 
festivities with topics including Natural Options 
for Wellness, Christian Woman Balancing Act, 
Positive New Beginnings, Maintaining Faith in a 
Busy Life, Prayer Journaling and a session with 
Judy McGill, author of Then God Said to Me.
Registration at the door begins at 8:30 a.m. as 
which time payment will be due.

Five Day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation
BELLEVILLE – The 2019 Five-Day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation will be April 28-May 3 
at King’s House Retreat and Renewal Center in 
Belleville.
The theme for the 2019 Academy is “Peace”-ing 
Together a Broken World. Faculty speakers are 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and Dr. Amy Oden. For 
more information, visit www.igrc.org/fiveday. 
Register at: http://www.igrc.org/fiveday2019 

The Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation, 
is a program of Upper Room® Ministries, 
for clergy and laity which provides a daily 
rhythm of prayer, worship, Eucharist, learning 
and reflection, in the context of Christian 
community. Faculty speakers this year are: 
Bishop Hee Soo Jung, and Dr. Amy Oden.

Clergy mentor training
MT. ZION – Training for clergy mentors will be 
Thursday, May 9 at Mt. Zion UMC in Mt. Zion.

Clergy Mentors work with Local Pastors who 
have not completed the Course of Study and 
Provisional Members. This support during the 
first few years of appointive ministry is essential 
for the formation of our pastors.  
Clergy mentors are clergy in full connection, 
associate members, or full-time local pastors 
who have completed the Course of Study 
trained to provide ongoing oversight and 
counsel with local pastors and provisional 
members pursuing ordained ministry. 
This is the same training that has been offered 
since 2015. You do not need to repeat it if you 
have completed training since 2015. 
Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/mentortraining

Questions?  Contact Shane Smith by emailing 
ssmithigrc@gmail.com or calling 309-453-6000.

Self-Care Retreat
CARLINVILLE – The Office of Pastoral Care 
and Counseling's annual Self-Care Retreat will 
be May 19-21 at Lake Williamson Christian 

Retreat Center in Carlinville.
Registration is open through 
May 1 at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/selfcare2019 

The two-night, three-day 
retreat will center on four 
immersion prayer experiences 

off clergy and/or clergy spouses the opportunity 
to explore spiritual disciplines that attendees 
either haven't tried or would like to know more 
about.
Registration includes four tiers based upon 
rooming requests. There is also a commuter 
rate for those living nearby.

2019 College of Christian Life
EAST PEORIA – The 2019 College of Christian 
Life will be Aug. 12-14, at the Embassy Suites in 
East Peoria.
Register online at: www.igrc.org/ccl2019 
Speaker for the event will be the Rev. Dr. Terry 
Teykl, author of several books on prayer, will be 
speaking on Praying and the Miraculous.
Cost for the school is $175 before July 14 and 
$200 after that date until registration closes. 
CEU's are available to clergy, local pastors, lay 
servants, and lay speakers upon request.
Consider adding the College of Christian Life 
to your 2019 schedule and further information 
and registration will be available soon.

Announcements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Rivers of Life Band raises funds 
for Our Conference, Our Kids
The Rivers of Life Band, AKA-The Rivers of Life 
Clergy Band, continues to be busy sharing God’s 
Word through music while raising money to give 
away to various charitable causes. In the past 
twelve months the band has played for Christmas 
gatherings, the Self-Care Retreat, a Women’s 
Appreciation Banquet, the Clay County Fair, the 
Alton Gospel Fest, a Prison Ministry Banquet, a 
wedding renewal ceremony, and other concert 
settings in United Methodist Churches.

During every concert, the band sells their CD, 
entitled “Zealous Love.” The band has donated 
the proceeds from this CD to support three 
IGRC initiatives -- Imagine No Malaria, Africa 
University and Our Conference, Our Kids. To 
date, the band has donated over $10,000 to 
the conference and other mission causes.

The Rivers of Life Band, composed of five 
United Methodist pastors, was formed by Rev. 
Dan Perry when he was asked to put together 
a contemporary Christian band for the 2009 
IL Great Rivers’ Annual Conference. The group 

enjoyed playing together so much that they 
have been together for nearly nine years. Band 
members include Rev. Tim Pate (drums), Alton 
Main Street; Rev. Dr. Joe Scheets (bass), Union 
UMC; Rev. Annelle Ruemmler (keyboard), 
Payson UMC; Rev. Mark Doane (lead guitar and 
vocals), Virden/Girard UMC; and Rev. Dan Perry 
(lead vocals and rhythm guitar), Troy UMC. 
Each band member brings a unique talent to 
the group, but all five agree it’s just fun making 
music and praising the Lord! 

The band lost one of its original members 
when guitarist, Rev. Willie Deuel, transferred to 
the Pacific Northwest Conference. That left a 
BIG gap in their sound. About two years ago, 
Mark Doane auditioned for the band. Dan 
Perry said, “I’ve never had a musician step in 
and be so comfortable and click with the other 
members.” 

If you would like to book the Rivers of Life 
Clergy Band, please contact Rev. Dan Perry at 
riversoflife77@gmail.com or (618) 830-5589.
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Local Church News

SOPER PUBLISHES GUIDED 
JOURNAL OF DISCIPLESHIP
SPANISH FORT, Ala. – IGRC retired 
pastor, the Rev. Tony Soper leads readers on 
a journey of spiritual fulfillment with a journal 
laced with Scripture that highlights three 
questions to reflect on daily. Three Questions: 
A Guided Journal That Could Change Your 
Life (published by Lulu) is designed to provide 
readers a tool for developing their Christian 
life.
Soper had been searching for something 
to share that would inspire others in some 
significant way. He found himself returning to 
three questions: “What did I do wrong today? 
What did I do right today? What could I have 
done differently?” 
It occurred to Soper that the questions 
would be powerful in a journal format – 
and even more useful if it were to include 
encouraging Scriptures that would promote 

further reflection. This compelled him to 
put these questions in the hands of as many 
people as possible through his book. Each 
page begins with a verse or two of Scripture 
and a place to write the reader’s thoughts.
“It's a journal with a purpose,” the author 
says. “[I want readers] to grow in their 
personal and spiritual life.”
The book is available at Amazon.com and 
Barnes & Noble.
“Three Questions: A Guided Journal That 
Could Change Your Life”
Soper, who retired from active ministry in 
2004 with 27 years of ministry, served several 
churches in Illinois, Kentucky and lower 
Alabama. Sixtreen of those years were as 
director of the Wesley Foundation at Eastern 
Illinois University.

Salem Grace UMC added to the National Register
BY DENNIS ROSENBERGER
Salem Times-Commoner

SALEM – Another building in Salem has been added 
to the National Register of Historic Places, with the recent 
edition of the Grace United Methodist Church building 
on East Schwartz Street.

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
recently announced that the Salem church had been 
added to the National Register, along with 28 other sites 
around the state, during 2018.

Properties are added to the register by the National 
Park Service based on recommendations from the State 
Historic Preservation Office, a division of the IDNR.

“The National Register of Historic Places is the 
official list of properties that merit special attention and 
preservation,” states an IDNR press release. “Every Illinois 
county has at least one property or historic district listed 
in the National Register. Together, they represent a 
cross section of the Prairie State’s history, from its early 
settlement to the mid-20th century.”

IDNR officials note that, in general, properties 
have to be more than 50 years old to be eligible  for the 
National Register. A listing places no obligations on 
private property owners but does make properties eligible 
for some financial incentives.

The Grace UMC building, first established in Salem 
as the Methodist Episcopal Church, was originally 
completed in the early part of the 20th century.

The State Historic Preservation Office notes that the 
building is important for both architecture and art. The 
IDNR press release provides details on the historic and 
artistic significance of the church property.

“Designed in the Richardsonian Romanesque style 

by the architectural firm of Charles Henry and Son, from 
Akron, Ohio, the church was completed in 1907,” states 
the press release. “A sensitive addition mimicking the 
historic architectural style was built in 1960.”

“The interior remodeling of the sanctuary in 1968 
was under the direction of church member Vi Mueller,” 
the release continues. “Mueller, an interior decorator 
for Stix, Baer and Fuller, transformed the church’s 
interior reusing materials to create architectural features 
including ceilings of paper-pulp egg cartons; colonnettes 
of cardboard carpet tubes topped with finials of croquet 
balls painted to resemble old, gold-colored, distressed 
marble; and decorative sconces of downspouts and sheet 
metal.”

“Linoleum tiles that lined the staircase and the 
risers were also used for the horizontal bands of ellipses 
representing the Christian fish symbol,” the release notes. 
“The colorful alcove was created using 15,000 pieces 
of wood dipped in 89 different hues. The cross in the 
alcove, an impressive 18 feet high and 12 feet wide, was 
constructed of gold colored wires stretched vertically 
and horizontally between lighted plastic blocks. Mueller’s 
ingenuity made it possible to create an extraordinary 
artistic display at little expense and has gained 
significance in its own right.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 13 issue of the 
Salem Times-Commoner)

3rd Annual

RetreatSelf-care
May 19-21, 2019
Lake Williamson Christian Retreat Center

17280 Lakeside Drive, Carlinville, IL 62626

S P O N S O R E D

RESTORE, RENEW, CONNECT 

For more info: www.lakewilliamson.org

An Environment Where Faith Can Grow

Come and fill your spiritual cup at PCC’s 2019 Self-Care Retreat. Your registration 
cost is per person and includes two hotel nights, all meals, and immersion prayer 

experiences that include both instruction 
and practice time. There are multiple price 
points depending on roommate choices.

By planning time for practice, it is our 
hope that attendees will leave the retreat 

confident enough to incorporate some new ways to praise, connect to God, and 
in the process fill their spiritual cups during their 
private prayer practice. 

Lake Williamson Christian Retreat Center Front Desk at 
217-854-4824 (directions or facilities questions).

Watch The Current, the IGRC Pastoral Care and 
Counseling Facebook page, and the PCC newsletter 
for more information. Registration will be open from 
Covenant Keepers through May 1. 

Hope to see you there!

Commuter: $100/person
Triple occupancy: $150/person
Double occupancy: $200/person
Single occupancy: $300/person

Great Rivers Conference sharing the details of the work and the results of this General 
Conference. My hope is to offer information as well as to provide a pastoral presence for 
our members and constituents.  All are welcome to these gatherings.

Many of our pastors and lay leaders are disappointed and are hurting because they 
had hoped for a different outcome from this General Conference. I encourage each of you 
to know that you are highly valued and much needed for the journey ahead. We need your 
leadership now, more than ever, as we seek to impact our world with the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. We are not a one-size fits all denomination and we need you to help 
reach people for Jesus Christ.

Finally, a special word of thanks to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference Staff and 
volunteers.  Your radical hospitality raised the bar and set a new standard for sharing the 
unconditional love of Jesus towards all. Thank you for a job well done.

Thank you and God Bless
Bishop Beard

JOURNEY CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

News from the Episcopal Office
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Local Church News

ALTON – The Church and Society Committee at Alton Main Street UMC is sponsoring 
the third installment in its series of speakers and panel discussions addressing social issues 
and how Christians are called to respond.  
The latest offering, entitled Immigration and the Church and Society, begins on Thursday, 
March 21, and continues on March 28 and April 4, 2019.   Each session will be at the 
church and will begin at 7 p.m. 
“When looking at the divisive issues with which we deal today and the wide range of 
responses of people of faith, it seems as if people are entrenched in their positions 
and unwilling to consider another point of view.  There is a lot of yelling and little, if any, 
listening,” said Thomas Johnson, Main Streets chair of the Board of Church and Society.  
“Unless we start listening to each other, the problems facing our country will never be 
resolved.”  
“To that end, the Church and Society Committee have tried, over the past year, to start 
a dialogue on such topics as Understanding Islam and LGBTQ issues” Johnson said. “We 
have a duty as Christians and as human beings to have knowledge and an understanding 
of the facts and issues surrounding these topics.”

March 21 - Immigration 101 - Adrian & Lily Garcia from Peoria First UMC who emigrated 
here themselves and Charles Harris, a professor at Lewis and Clark Community College.
March 28 - Immigration law and legislation - Ashley Moore and Sean Wellock who are 
two attorneys from the Hacking Law Firm that specialize in immigration law. 
April 4 - Exploring the Christian response to Immigration Issues - Retired Bishop Bill 
Lewis and Nameoki UMC Pastor Mike Rayson who emigrated to the US and became a 
US citizen himself.  We will be discussing the position of the Methodist bishops and other 
church leaders on the travel ban in particular, why there is a division among Christians 
on the proper response to immigration issues and clues from the Bible as to the proper 
Christian response. 
Each evening’s event will be in Wadlow Hall starting at 7:00 pm and should last 
approximately an hour and a half including time for questions and answers.   
This program is free and open to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.  No 
reservations are required.  People with additional questions are encouraged to call the 
church office at 618-462-2495 or by emailing info@mainstreetumc.net. 

Photos courtesy of Mt. Zion UMC

Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Presbyterian and United Methodist 
churches in Mt. Zion, Illinois joined together on Jan. 20 to worship together for 
Christian Unity Week at the Presbyterian Church. It is one thing to talk about Christian 
unity, but another thing to practice it. Last year the idea of showing Christian Unity 
was suggested by Rev. Ted A. Hartley of the United Methodist Church, agreeing 
with this proposal was Father Steven Arisman of the Catholic Church and Rev. Mike 
Wakeland of the Presbyterian.
A large crowd gathered at the Presbyterian Church to hear a message, Don’t Sweat 
the Small Stuff by Rev. Hartley, music by a combined choir of the three churches and 
an offering for the United Methodist Food Pantry which totaled $571. After worship 
everyone enjoyed a fellowship time together. In a spirit of unity the musicians 
represented the three churches. The pianist from the United Methodist, organist from 
the Roman Catholic and Choir Director from the host Presbyterian. Next year worship 
will be held at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Catholic Church. The priest and two pastors 
are working for other ways to share Christ with the Mt. Zion Community.

ALTON MAIN STREET UMC TO 
SPONSOR SERIES ON IMMIGRATION

In response to Bishop Beard’s challenge, Saunemin UMC collected a mountain of toilet 
paper for the church’s food pantry in the month of October, consecrated it on Oct. 28 
and delivered it to the food pantry the following Monday.

The food pantry never has enough toilet paper for our guests. Toilet paper is an 
item that clients cannot buy with their Link Cards. Toilet paper is not a luxury; it is a 
necessity and the church wanted their community to have this basic comfort. As a 
result, the church collects toilet paper every month along with the selected items that 
are collected and donated every month.

Photo courtesy of Jane Bradford, Saunemin UMC
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BY HEATHER HAHN

ST. LOUIS (UMNS)  – Beneath the Arch that 
symbolizes the U.S. Gateway to the West, more 
than 820 General Conference delegates worked 
to open a gateway in the denomination’s longtime 
homosexuality debate.

But after four days of prayers, speeches, protests 
and votes, it remains to be seen whether The United 
Methodist Church has found a way forward or 
remains stuck.

“It was our aspiration that we would find a 
way forward beyond our impasse. That was to try 
to really listen to people and listen to their values 
and understand them as people, rather than issues,” 
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, president of the Council 
of Bishops, said in a press conference after General 
Conference adjourned.

“I will simply say we have work to do. We did not 
accomplish that.”

Bottom line: More than 53 percent of the 
multinational denomination’s top lawmaking body 
supported the Traditional Plan that reinforces the 
church’s bans on same-gender unions and “self-
avowed practicing” gay clergy.

Still uncertain is how much of the legislation will 
take effect – or whether it will change the dynamic 
in places where a number of United Methodists, 
including entire annual conferences, openly defy these 
rules.

Late afternoon Feb. 26, delegates requested a 
declaratory decision by the Judicial Council on the 
constitutionality of the Traditional Plan.

The denomination’s top court will address the 
request at its next scheduled meeting April 23-25 in 
Evanston, Illinois.

The Rev. Gary Graves, secretary of General 
Conference, said any piece of legislation that the 
Judicial Council declares unconstitutional would 
not be included in the Book of Discipline, the 
denomination’s policy book.

The April meeting will be the Judicial Council’s 
third review of the legislation to see if it is in line with 
the denomination’s constitution.

In October, the Judicial Council – in a 
unanimous ruling – found seven of 17 petitions 
unconstitutional and identified unconstitutional 
portions in two others. It ruled eight petitions 
constitutional.

After some amendments to the plan, the General 
Conference on Feb. 25 asked the Judicial Council to 
rev  iew the legislation again. Early on Feb. 26, delegates 
learned the court – citing the same constitutional 
issues as before – ruled seven of the petitions 
unconstitutional and identified an unconstitutional 
sentence in another.

In the afternoon, plan supporters amended 
some of the legislation again but didn’t address all the 
previously identified constitutional issues.

The final Traditional Plan legislative package 
did not include two petitions because they had not 
been moved forward by the Standing Committee 
on Central Conference Matters, the first stop for 
legislation that affects church regions in Africa, 
Europe and the Philippines.

One of the petitions not included in the final 
package could have been far-reaching, requiring 
annual conferences to certify they would uphold the 
marriage and ordination prohibitions or leave the 
denomination.

A similar petition in the Modified Traditional 
Plan, meant to augment the Traditional Plan, also died 
in the standing committee. The Judicial Council also 
had previously found some constitutional problems in 
text shared by both petitions.

The Judicial Council ruled unconstitutional 
the second petition in the Modified Traditional 
Plan, which would have created a Global Episcopacy 
Committee to hold bishops accountable. 

The parts of the Traditional Plan that the Judicial 
Council has held constitutional include an augmented 
definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual,” to 
say it includes people “living in a same-sex marriage, 

domestic partnership or civil union or is a person who 
publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.”

Also previously held constitutional is legislation 
that sets a minimum penalty for clergy performing a 
same-sex wedding of one year’s suspension without 
pay for the first offense and loss of credentials for the 
second.

The Judicial Council will consider what in the 
plan can take effect when it meets this spring.

Regardless of what the Judicial Council does, no 
one left General Conference feeling happy with what 
happened.

The Rev. Chiondzi Wellington, a Zimbabwean 
student at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
in Evanston, Illinois, worried after the plan passed 
what the vote would mean for relationships across the 
international church.

Voting is by secret ballot, but it was clear from 
floor-vote speeches that tallies reflected regional 
differences.

“The decisions will have a big impact on the 
future of the church,” Wellington said. “I am not sure 
relationships across the church are going to be the 
same after this. I am very anxious.”

In protests, prayers and songs, many LGBTQ 
United Methodists expressed a sense of anguish.

Also unknown is how many disheartened United 
Methodists will make their way to the exits.

The last piece of legislation General Conference 
approved was an amended version of a petition 
that allows churches, with limitations, to leave the 
denomination with their property. The Judicial 
Council ruled a previous iteration of the legislation 
unconstitutional but the new version is not, at this 
point, up for court review.

Just before General Conference ended, the Rev. 
Donna Pritchard, delegate from the Oregon-Idaho 
Conference, proclaimed the Western Jurisdiction was 
not going anywhere and would remain on its path of 
inclusion.

“The Western Jurisdiction intends to continue 
to be one church, fully inclusive and open to all God’s 
children across the theological and social spectrum,” 
Pritchard said as other delegates from across the 
delegates stood beside her.

The jurisdiction elected Bishop Karen Oliveto, 
the denomination’s first openly gay bishop and leader 
of the Mountain Sky Conference.

The Rev. Jeff Greenway, chair of the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association that lobbied hard for the 
Traditional and Modified Traditional plans, worried 
that the plan as it stands “has no teeth.”

“There’s little likelihood of accountability, which 
means people all around the church are increasingly 
frustrated,” he said.

The Wesleyan Covenant Association’s leadership 
council is holding a meeting Feb. 27-28 to determine 
next steps, which could include calling an April 25-26 
Convening Conference that would potentially start a 
new denomination.

This special General Conference – the first such 
off-year gathering in the denomination since 1970 – 
came about after long tensions boiled over at the 2016 
General Conference in Portland, Oregon.

That General Conference authorized the bishops 
to form the 32-member Commission on a Way 
Forward to find ways to help the church stay together 
– and to call a special General Conference to take up 
the commission’s proposals.

GC2019 MAPS AN UNCERTAIN WAY FORWARD

The special session of the General Conference approved several 
petitions which comprised the Traditional Plan. Some of the provi-
sions were ruled unconstitutional and some were constitutional. 

THOSE RULED CONSTITUTIONAL
• Petition 90032 adds to the definition of “self-avowed prac-

ticing homosexual,” those “loving in a same-sex marriage, 
domestic partnership or civil union, or is a person who 
publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.” This 
is in conformity with Judicial Council decision 1341 but the 
footnote had not been updated.

• Petition 90036 adds to the section on episcopal responsibili-
ties a prohibition from consecrating self-avowed practic-
ing homosexuals as bishop; commissioning candidates for 
ministry that are self-avowed practicing homosexuals or 
ordaining deacons or elders that are self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals.

• Petition 90042 sets a minimum penalty for conducting cel-
ebrations or weddings of same-sex couples, at a minimum of 
one year’s suspension without pay for the first offense and 
for a second offense, termination of conference member-
ship and revocation of credentials of licensing, ordination or 
consecration.

• Petition 90043 prohibits district committees of ministry or 
conference Board of Ministry to recommend candidates that 
do not meet the definition of fitness for ministry.

• Petition 90044 restores language from the 2008 Book of 
Discipline into the complaint process, which guards against 
arbitrary dismissals of complaints.

• Petition 90046 adds the complainant to a Just Resolution 
supervisory response. Every effort shall be made to have the 
complainant agree to the resolution before it can take effect.

• Petition 90047 enables the Church to have a right of appeals 
when egregious errors are made in the trial process that 
prejudice the results of the trial. Previously, the right to ap-
peal was by the defendant.

THOSE RULED UNCONSTITUTIONAL
• Petition 90033, 90034, 90035 struck down a proposed epis-

copal accountability process where bishops could be placed 
on involuntary retirement, involuntary leave of absence and 
a process for implementing it. The Judicial Council ruled it a 
violation of due process set out in paragraphs 20 and 58. 

• Petitions 90037, 90038, 90039, 90040 requires bishops to 
certify that they have nominated only persons to the Board 
of Ministry that are committed to uphold The Book of 
Discipline.

• Petition 90045 struck the sentence: “In cases where the 
respondent acknowledges action(s) that are a clear viola-
tion of the provisions of the Discipline, a just resolution shall 
include, but not be limited to, a commitment not to repeat 
the action(s) that were a violation,” as being in conflict with 
paragraphs 20 and 59. 

• Petition 90059 which was an Exit Plan offered by Leah Taylor 
of Houston, Texas based upon its failure to include the an-
nual conference in its process in violation of paragraphs 33 
and 41. A minority report was substituted for the petition 
and was approved by the General Conference. No one 
asked for Judicial Council review before adjournment so its 
status is unknown.

• Petition 90060, an exit plan offered by Wesleyan Covenant 
Association President Keith Boyette was ruled unconstitu-
tional because it did not include the annual conference in the 
process of disaffiliation in violation of paragraph 33. It was 
not considered prior to adjournment and General Confer-
ence voted non-concurrence on the petition as time ran out. 

Want an eyewitness account?
Several members of the IGRC delegation blogged during the course of the 2019 Special Session 
of General Conference.
Their posts have been compiled and can be accessed on the IGRC website by visiting https://
www.igrc.org/authordetail/2386035 
The United Methodist News Service has albums of photos from General Conference 
2019. You can view them by visiting: https://www.flickr.com/photos/umcommunications/al-
bums/72157705591112631 

UNCERTAIN CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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PHOTO DESCRIPTIONS
1 IGRC delegate Rhonda Whitaker and Rev. Sylvester Weatherall listed to floor debate.  

Photo courtesy of Rick Wolcott, East Ohio Conference 

2 IGRC delegates Rev. Chris Ritter and Rev. Sara Isbell vote on one of General Conference’s myriad of 
motions.  Photo courtesy of Rick Wolcott, East Ohio Conference  

3 Conservative activists demonstrate on February 23, 2019, outside the opening session of the Special 
Session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church, held in St. Louis, MO.  
Photo by Paul Jeffrey for United Methodist News Service

4 Bishop Beard offers words of welcome as the co-host bishop of General Conference  
Photo courtesy of Steve Schonert

5 Liturgical dancer Jahna Moore helps lead worship at the 2019 United Methodist General Conference in 
St. Louis. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS 

6 Rev. Jessica Baldyga prepares credentials a part of her duties as a volunteer. Nearly 180 persons gave 
their time to staff the needs of General Conference. Photo by Paul Black

7 Bishops confer over the issue of whether the legislative committee can refer items to the 
denomination's Judicial Council for review during the 2019 United Methodist General Conference in 
St. Louis. Clockwise from lower left are Bishops Thomas Bickerton, John Schol, David Bard, Julius C. 
Trimble and Cynthia Fierro Harvey. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS

8 Bishops join hands on stage in prayer during the Feb. 23 afternoon service.  
Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS

9 IGRC delegate Rev. Sara Isbell (right) prays with a fellow delegate during the Day of Prayer which 
opened General Conference. Photo by Paul Jeffrey for UMNS

10 Workers prepare a lighting grid for the 2019 United Methodist General Conference in St. Louis.  
Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS

11 Workers test a lighting grid for the 2019 United Methodist General Conference in St. Louis.  
Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS

12 The Rev. Ken Hayden (right) and his wife, Evelyn, bring greetings from the Native American community 
during opening worship. Hayden is a member of the Shawnee, turtle clan, he belongs to the Eastern 
Delaware Nation and has utilized both Native American and Christian traditions to help hospital patients 
when he served in Pennsylvania as a chaplain. At left is United Methodist Bishop Kenneth H. Carter.  
Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS

13 IGRC Conference Evangelist Matt Henson (second from the left) was among the General Conference 
Prayer Team working in cooperation with The Upper Room.

14 Prayer room volunteers create a stained-glass wall out of prayers offered by attendees of the 2019 
General Conference in St. Louis. Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS

15 A liturgical dancer waves a flag during worship on February 24, 2019, at the Special Session of the 
General Conference of The United Methodist Church, held in St. Louis, Missouri.  
Photo by Paul Jeffrey for UMNS

16 Supporters of full inclusion for LGBTQ persons in the life of The United Methodist Church hold a 
timeline in the observer's area at the 2019 United Methodist General Conference in St. Louis.  
Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS

17 As the Rev. Joe Harris presides over the legislative committee, the results of a vote approving the 
Traditional Plan as amended by 461-359 are displayed. Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS
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General Conference

Sweet hours of 
prayer begin GC2019
BY KATHY L. GILBERT
Feb. 23, 2019 | ST. LOUIS (UMNS) 

United Methodists from all points of the 
globe spent six hours in prayer for the church 
before beginning the 2019 General Conference’s 
hard work of reviewing church policy regarding 
homosexuality.

Prayers led by United Methodist bishops 
asked for guidance and courage. 

Among the IGRC delegation, the Day of 
Prayer struck a chord with several delegates.

Writing in their personal blogs, clergy 
delegate Andy Adams wrote about the tendency 
to get tunnel vision in the process of preparing for 
General Conference.

“In the months, weeks and days leading up 
to this General Conference, I personally 
received somewhere between 200 and 250 
“contacts” from those concerned about 
the direction of the broader church. These 
contacts consisted of a few phone calls, and 
dozens and dozens of emails and letters. A 
small handful were from the congregation 
I serve. The vast majority were from United 
Methodists within our Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference. And I received a handful from 
others across the United States. Furthermore, 
I spent many hours reading blogs and 
articles written by UM leaders with varying 
viewpoints. As much as I hoped to keep my 
mind open to all points of view, I realize now 
that I was undoubtedly in a tunnel – a tunnel 
of Stars and Stripes – Red, White and Blue,” 
Adams said. 
“But in our day of prayer, I was ejected from 
that tunnel by the Holy Spirit. ... Again, God’s 
Spirit reminded me of what I already know. 
Roughly 45 percent of the 864 delegates to 
this General Conference are from outside 
the United States. In my attempt to remain 
open-minded to all viewpoints, I realize now 
that I missed hearing from nearly HALF of 
our connection.”

Lay delegate Kimberly Woods said the prayer 
time was also one that gave voice to those often 
hear – the LGBTQ+ community within the church.

“Speaking for myself, a powerful witness 
came in the afternoon when we returned 
from our lunch break,’ Woods wrote. “We 

were asked for the prayer focus at that time to 
be our LGBTQ+ family. We were being asked 
to  acknowledge, to recognize and to include 
in the conversation those voices that we don’t 
always allow ourselves to hear in our present 
context. Persons that had been singing and 
praying along with us both on the floor and 
in the concourse above, persons whose lives 
are impacted greatly by our decisions made 
in this convention center.”

By midday, there had been no reference 
to LGBTQ people and that concern was voiced 
by those who support changing church policies 
concerning homosexuality. The second half of the 
prayer day began with an emotional call to pray for 
“our LGBTQ brothers and sisters,” issued by Bishop 
Debra Wallace-Padgett of North Alabama.

Dorothee Benz, a lay delegate from the New 
York Conference, said LGBTQ people brought 
concerns to the bishops that there had been “no 
substantial time to pray for and with us.” And, 
the presence of LGBTQ persons on the floor as 
delegates and in the bleachers holding signs and 
flags were not acknowledged, she said.

“I wish that the bishops would have 
acknowledged the harm done to LGBTQI people 
this morning by their silence. I wish that cisgender 
heterosexual bishops had come down from the 
stage to pray with us,” Benz said.

“But I was moved by those who came and 
stood with us and embraced us. We will continue 
to remind the church that we are here, we are as 
worthy of mention, as faithful, as integral to the 
church's future, as any Methodist,” Benz added. 
Cisgender refers to a person whose sense of 
personal identity and gender corresponds with 
their birth sex.

As the body came back together, Wallace-
Padgett said, “We see you, we are together as part 
of the Christian body, and when one suffers we all 
suffer. We need to care for one another, stretch the 
hand of sacred love to one another, 
knowing we are children of God. 
With the heart of Jesus, we move 
into prayer time specifically for 
LGBTQ siblings that are here and 
around the world.”

As the choir began to sing 
“I Need You to Survive,” circles 
were formed around LGBTQ 
delegates and a rainbow flag was 
waved. Voices around the Dome 
at America’s Center, lifted up the 
words, “I won’t harm you with 
words from my mouth, you are 
important to me. I prayed for you, 
you prayed for me, I need you to 
survive.”

Communion closed the day.
In the morning, bishops from 

Europe and Eurasia, Africa, the 
U.S. and the Philippines guided the gathering in 
experiential prayer sharing the mission, ministry 
and challenges of The United Methodist Church.

Bishops Eduard Khegay, Moscow Area, and 
Harald Rückert, Germany Area, led the group in 
singing the Swedish hymn, “How Great Thou Art” 
— first in English and then in Swedish.

Bishop Mande Muyombo, North Katanga 
Area, in his booming voice, said “In Africa we pray 
loudly. We pray hard. We pray for the church. It is a 
wonderful church that transforms the poor.”

Retired Bishop Peter Weaver prayed for 

guidance.
“Here we are again, God. United Methodists 

are conferencing again, a little sooner than usual. 
We need your guidance a little more than usual.”

Beata Ferris, delegate from the Dakotas 
Conference, felt the Day of Prayer “set the right 
tone” and found herself and those near her on 
the floor literally moved by some of the more 
international elements.

“People were clapping and dancing and singing 
with the African music, and trying to sing in 
Russian and Swedish,” she said. “I have a feeling we 
didn’t do a very good job, but we tried very hard.”

The Rev. Ben Lalka, a licensed local pastor 
serving Victor United Methodist Church, in Victor, 
New York, described himself as “in-between” on 
how the first day was spent.

“It is good to set the precedent of a time of 
prayer, a time of discerning God’s will for our 
church,” he said. “But this is my first General 
Conference, and I’m worried that we won’t have 
enough time (for legislative work). But I’m trying 
to trust in the Holy Spirit, trying to trust in our 
leadership.”

Bishop James Swanson Sr. of the Mississippi 
Conference said during the lunch break that a first 
General Conference day devoted to prayer was 
“something we should have been doing all along.”

Swanson said that while many delegates have 
their minds made up about legislation, others 
don’t. And the benefit of prayer goes beyond 
discernment, he added.

“It might help us with attitude. That’s what I’m 

more concerned about – attitude, and how we treat 
each other.”

Swanson said the bishops he sat near and 
prayed with were visibly moved by the Eurasian 
and African prayer-in-song offerings.

“It really highlighted our diversity.”
Staying together through all the storms was a 

recurring theme in the prayers spoken in the many 
languages of the denomination.
Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for United 
Methodist News Service. Sam Hodges and Joey 
Butler contributed to this story. 

Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS
United Methodist bishops process into the opening worship service for the 2019 
United Methodist General Conference in St. Louis. Pictured in the foreground 
are retired Bishops Sharon Zimmerman Roder and former IGRC Bishop Sharon 
Brown Christopher.

Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS
(From left) Julia Stukalova and Yulia Starodubets (Eastern Russia-Central 
Asia Provisional), and Marina Yugay (Northwest Russia Provisional) sing 
during the Feb. 23 morning of prayer at the 2019 Special Session of the 
United Methodist General Conference in St. Louis. 

Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS
Kimberly Woods, a delegate from the Illinois-Great Rivers 
Conference, prays during morning worship.
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COURT RULES TWO GC2019 PETITIONS UNCONSTITUTIONAL

BY JOEY BUTLER AND KATHY L. GILBERT 
Feb. 24, 2019 | ST. LOUIS (UMNS)

At the first legislative session of the 2019 
General Conference, delegates heard the 
presentation of the Commission on a Way 
Forward’s report. 

Speaking on behalf of the One Church Plan, 
the Rev. Jasmine Smothers, pastor of Atlanta 
First United Methodist Church, said of the plan’s 
attempt to maintain denominational unity: “The 
cost of division is high, cost of disruption to the 
mission is beyond what we can quantify.”

Mazvita Machinga, a commission member 
from Zimbabwe, outlined the Connectional 
Conference Plan’s three values: a new form of 
unity around shared goals, valuing space and 
differentiation and valuing all things new. 

Machinga said under the plan, she visualizes 
“a big church with smaller tents underneath … 
connected to Christ but reaching out to many 
different kinds of mission.”

Presenting the Traditional Plan, the Rev. 
Jessica LaGrone, a Texas Conference delegate who 
serves in  Kentucky, said it is “an attempt to value 
unity in doctrine, consistency in practice and 
mutual accountability,” adding that “the growing 
chaos in The UMC has overtaken our lives.”

Bishop Christian Alsted of the Nordic-Baltic 
Episcopal Area presided over the morning session. 

Noting that the event was being held in a former 
football stadium where mighty physical struggles 
occur between teams trying to win, “for these four 
days this is not a football arena, this is church. A 
different set of rules apply, crafted by John Wesley: 
Do no harm, do good, stay in love with God.”

UPDATED 11 A.M. SUNDAY
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter told the delegates 

to the 2019 General Conference they were in St. 
Louis because they were respected, trusted and 
now hold the mission of the church in their hands.

“Take a moment to look at your hands. If 
you watch and listen for the good in progressive, 
centrist, conservative, you will find it. You will see 
the Cross and Flame,” he said in his sermon at the 
opening worship on Feb. 24.

Carter became the president of the Council 
of Bishops in 2018. He was already serving as one 
of three moderators for the Commission on a Way 
Forward, formed after the 2016 United Methodist 
General Conference. The commission was charged 
with finding ways to resolve the divisions over the 
church’s stance on homosexuality.

Carter said he was asked to watch and listen. 
He said watching and listening was not unlike 
the work he did for 28 years as pastor of local 
churches.

When people disagree about how to interpret 

Scripture, “They imagined they were still learning and 
growing as disciples and had not arrived,” he said.

“The divisions are easy to see. What would 
it be like for us to watch and listen for the 
connections?” he asked.

He asked the delegates to make every effort to 
make unity “your passionate concern.”

“Remember: you are the people of the Cross 
and the Flame.”

BY LINDA BLOOM
Feb. 23, 2019 | ST. LOUIS (UMNS)

Two General Conference 2019 petitions 
related to potential plans for the future 
of The United Methodist Church have 
been declared unconstitutional by the 
denomination’s top court. 
The decision was in response to a 
petition for a declaratory decision 
received by the United Methodist Judicial 
Council Feb. 22 from the Council of 
Bishops.
Petition 90052 is unconstitutional, the 
court said in Decision 1375 “because 
it infringes upon the right of the annual 
conference to vote on all matters relating 
to the character and conference relations 
of its clergy members,” as provided under 
Paragraph 33 of the Constitution.
A second petition, Petition 90078, 
is unconstitutional because it would 
create a global episcopacy committee, 
the decision said. That petition is part of the Modified 
Traditional Plan.
Petition 90052 would add language eliminating “the entire 
supervisory response process” for complaints related 
to violations of the denomination’s prohibitions against 
homosexuality and the creation of a special committee on 
investigation to handle judicial complaints. The prohibitions 
against being a “self-avowed practicing homosexual” or 
performing same-sex marriage or union celebrations are 
found in Paragraph 2702.1(b). 

But the council said that both Judicial Council Decision 
1296 and Paragraph 33 “clearly stipulate” that the 
committee on investigation for such complaints resides 
with an annual conference. 
“By removing this body from the annual conference and 
placing it under the authority of the General Conference 
and Colleges of Bishops, Petition 90052 infringes upon the 
constitutional right of an annual conference, particularly 
of the clergy and lay members of the committee on 
investigation, to vote on all matters relating to the 
character and conference relations of its clergy members, 

and is, therefore, unconstitutional.”
Creating a global episcopacy committee 
through Petition 90078 to handle requests for 
“transfers of bishops across jurisdictional or 
central conference lines” also is problematic, 
Judicial Council said.
While the constitution permits transfers of 
bishops from one jurisdiction to another 
under specific conditions, “there is no parallel 
provision for transfers of bishops along 
central conference lines,” the decision said. “It 
is beyond General Conference’s power to fill 
this gap. 
“Absent clear grant of constitutional authority, 
transfers from one central conference 
to another central conference and from 
a jurisdictional conference to a central 
conference are constitutionally prohibited. 
The creation of the global episcopacy 
committee would also blur the lines between 
the responsibilities of the jurisdictional 
committees on episcopacy and those of the 

central conferences.”
The ruling also noted that the Book of Discipline stipulates 
“that the complaint process against bishops is handled 
by the jurisdictional conference and the jurisdictional 
committee on episcopacy.” Placing that responsibility under 
a global episcopacy committee would be unconstitutional, 
the council said. 
Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist News 
Service and is based in New York. 

Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS
Members of the Judicial Council during the Feb. 23 morning of prayer at the 2019 Special Session of 
the United Methodist General Conference in St. Louis.

Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter opens the second day of the 2019 General Conference with 
a sermon on the mission of the church. 

Carter calls on delegates to focus on unity

UNCERTAIN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

The Traditional Plan was among the plans to emerge 
from the commission’s work as did the One Church Plan, 
which would have left questions of marriage up to individual 
churches and clergy, and ordination up to conferences.

The One Church Plan had the backing of a majority 
of bishops and was affirmed by a majority of commission 
members. But the plan only had about 47 percent support 
from the delegates.

Most of the delegates are the same who served in 2016.

As of October, the bishop-appointed commission had 
used 56.2 percent of its nearly $1.5 million budget. That does 
not include the commission’s participation in the special 
General Conference.

The special General Conference itself cost about $3.6 
million.

No matter what they feel about what transpired, many 
of those at General Conference were already looking to 
Sunday.

Even those in pain saw hope in the weekly worship 
timed to be a reminder of Christ’s resurrection.

Bishop Carter, who also leads the Florida Conference, 
said he doesn’t take anybody’s participation in church for 
granted.

“The people who are my heroes,” he said, “are the people 
who have been hurt by the church and yet stay at the table.”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News Service.
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BY HEATHER HAHN AND KATHY L. GILBERT
Feb. 25, 2019 | ST. LOUIS (UMNS)

Editor’s note: This edits and consolidates a longer version of 
this story that was published earlier on Feb. 24. 

After approving the Traditional Plan in the morning, 
General Conference delegates spent the afternoon 
debating and ultimately voting against the One Church 
Plan and the Simple Plan.
Delegates opposed the bishops’ recommended One 
Church Plan by a vote of 436 to 386. The vote was 53 to 
almost 47 percent.
Delegates also voted against moving forward with the 
Simple Plan, submitted by the unofficial United Methodist 
Queer Clergy Caucus, by a vote of 494 to 323.

Dorothee Benz, delegate from New York, made a 
successful amendment to pull the Simple Plan from a 
motion to reject all remaining petitions. 
The Rev. Adam Hamilton, a delegate from Great Plains, 
stood to speak for the motion, saying not at least 
discussing the plan would inflict harm.
“Yes, it’s going to be defeated, that’s clear. But this is the 
one opportunity to say we care enough to listen for a 
moment.”
Fred Sayeh, Liberia, argued that the Simple Plan should not 
be singled out for “special treatment.”
“Every plan had an opportunity. At this point it’s clear 
delegates are finding a way forward,” he said.
The Rev. Markus Jung, Germany South, said he had a 
dream that on Feb. 27, The United Methodist Church will 
be a church that is “colorful, diverse, full of love.”
The votes mean the Traditional Plan is the only plan 
guaranteed to go to plenary Feb. 26.
The One Church Plan could still come back. It has been 
submitted as a minority report. An amended version of 
the Traditional Plan, which delegates did not fully take up, 
also could come before the body Feb. 26.
Also heading to the plenary are two separate petitions 
that, with certain limitations, would allow churches to 
depart with their property.
The votes are a good indication of what direction 
delegates hope to take The United Methodist Church in 
its longtime debate over homosexuality. The denomination 
currently bans clergy from officiating at same-sex 

weddings or being “self-avowed practicing homosexuals.” 
But a number of United Methodists have publicly defied 
those prohibitions in recent years.
The Traditional Plan aims to strengthen the denomination’s 
prohibitions against clergy officiating at same-sex unions or 
being “self-avowed practicing homosexuals.” The plan also 
encourages those who will not obey church prohibitions 
to find another church home.
The One Church Plan would have left questions of such 
weddings up to individual clergy and congregations – and 
questions of gay ordination up to individual conferences. 
Central conferences – church regions in Africa, Europe 
and the Philippines – would be able to determine their 
own policies.
Since the 1972 General Conference, The United 
Methodist Church has asserted all people are of sacred 
worth but “the practice of homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching.”
More restrictions were added by subsequent gatherings of 
the international denomination’s top lawmaking assembly.
In recent years, as homosexuality gained more public 
acceptance in the U.S. and other parts of the church, 
a number of United Methodists – including whole 
conferences – have publicly defied these rules.
The 2016 General Conference, after rumors of a church 
split over homosexuality reached a fever pitch, authorized 
the Council of Bishops to form a commission to find a 
way forward.

Both the One Church 
and Traditional plans 
emerged from that 
commission’s work.
The One Church 
Plan, in particular, 
inspired impassioned 
debate during the day’s 
proceedings.
Defenders described 
the plan as a way to 

keep together an ethnically and theologically diverse 
denomination that has a number of LGBTQ members.
The Rev. Patricia Farris of the California Pacific 
Conference, speaking in favor of the plan, urged delegates: 
“Let’s not do anything here to diminish our church or its 
mission.”
Opponents accused the One Church Plan of dramatically 
changing the denomination’s connectional form of 
governance and violating Scripture.
“It is better to be divided by truth than united in error,” 
said Rudolph Merab, the lead lay delegate from the Liberia 
Conference. He added that the plan would not provide 
salvation.
Much of the morning’s debate about the Traditional Plan 
dealt with not so much advocacy for the plan as much as 
efforts to address constitutional problems raised by the 
Judicial Council, the denomination’s top court.
Last year, bishops referred the Commission on a Way 
Forward’s report to the council. That report contained the 
One Church, Traditional and Connectional Conference 
plans.
The court identified problems in three sentences of 
the One Church Plan and in multiple petitions in the 
Traditional Plan. It did not take up the Connectional 
Conference Plan, which also did not gain committee 
approval on Feb. 25.

The Rev. Maxie Dunnam of the Kentucky Conference 
brought legislation meant to address the constitutional 
issues in the Traditional Plan, but the body did not have the 
detailed legislation in writing. That amended legislation can 
return as a minority report.
Efforts to amend the One Church Plan to bring it in line 
with the Judicial Council ruling also hit a snag. The first 
motion to delete one of the unconstitutional sentences 
tied 409 to 409, meaning it failed.
The other two changes passed but only narrowly.
Delegates voted to send the legislation they had approved 
– the Traditional Plan and the two disaffiliation petitions – 
to the Judicial Council for review.
The Judicial Council agreed to rule on a request by 
the GC2019 legislative committee to review the 
“constitutionality, meaning, application or effect” of the 
plans approved during its Feb. 24 business sessions.
The court set a deadline of 9:30 p.m. to receive opening 
briefs and 10:30 p.m. to receive reply briefs.
Two of the Traditional Plan’s 15 petitions were amended 
to address constitutional problems identified by the 
Judicial Council, the denomination’s top court. Throughout 
the morning debate, a number of delegates raised 
concerns that the Traditional Plan’s constitutional problems 
were unfixable.
Jill Wondel, a delegate from the Missouri Conference, said 
too many fixes were needed for the time available. She 
also said the Traditional Plan does not address the main 
issues before the body.
“The question we are asking is: ‘Does this plan unite 
us or not?’” she said. “We are not voting on whether 
homosexuality is a sin or not. We are not voting yes or no 
if the Bible is true.”
All the forwarded legislation still faces a vote in the 
General Conference plenary session on Feb. 26. 
The majority of bishops recommend the One Church 
Plan, which allows more freedom on matters of marriage 
and ordination.
General Conference delegates, early in the day, defeated 
by a vote of 488-334 an effort to postpone discussion 
of the Traditional Plan and potentially bring up the One 
Church Plan earlier.
Gilbert and Hahn are multimedia news reporters for United 
Methodist News Service. UMNS reporter Sam Hodges 
contributed to this report. Contact them at (615) 742-5470 
or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS 
Jeffrey "J.J." Warren of the Upper New York Conference speaks in 
favor of full inclusion for LGBTQ persons in the life of The United 
Methodist Church during the 2019 United Methodist General 
Conference in St. Louis. He received an emotional response from 
delegates and observers.

A woman embraces fellow delegate Jeffrey 
"J.J." Warren of the Upper New York 

Conference after Warren spoke in favor of 
full inclusion for LGBTQ persons in the life 

of The United Methodist Church.
Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS

Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS.
Delegate Rudolph Merab from Liberia speaks during the 2019 United 
Methodist General Conference in St. Louis.

“It is better to be 
divided by truth than 
united in error.”

– Rudolph Merab

Traditional Plan advances as One Church, Simple plans fail

“Let’s not do 
anything here 
to diminish our 
church or its 
mission.”

– Rev. Patricia Farris
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Conference News

Spero Family 
Service’s YouthBuild 
awarded $1.1. million grant

MT. VERNON  – YouthBuild 
of Jefferson and Marion Counties, a 
program of Spero Family Services, 
has been awarded a $1.1 million 
grant from US Department of Labor.  
YouthBuild has been serving young 
adults in Jefferson and Marion 
counties since 2006 and they are an 
asset to the community. 

YouthBuild is a federally-funded, 
education and training program 
that helps at-risk youth complete 
high school or state equivalency 
degree programs, earn industry-
recognized credentials for in-demand 
occupations, and undergo training 
to build housing for low-income or 
homeless individuals and families in 
their communities. 

“This was a very competitive 
grant process and we’re excited to 
be able to continue this important 
service. We will begin taking 
applications in the spring for our 
next cohort of students.” said Mandy 
Bernard, Spero Community Services 

Director. 
One of the largest aspects of 

the YouthBuild program is the way 
they give back to the community 
while learning a skill.  This cohort 
YouthBuild had the pleasure of 
partnering with The City of Centralia 
to build two shade shelters for the 
new dog park and volunteered with 
Habitat for Humanity. YouthBuild 
is also currently working to rehab a 
home in Mt. Vernon. 

“We are excited to be fully funded 
for another two years, and hope 
to help many more young people 
complete their education and become 
active, working members of this 
community, said Program Manager 
Cheryl Young. 

This is a free program.  Anyone 
interested should apply online at 
www.sperofs.org/youthbuild.   For 
more information, call 618-242-6723 
ext. 234 for Jefferson County, and 618-
533-5288 in Marion County.  

CHATHAM – The Midwest Mission Distribution Center disbursed its first shipment Feb. 4 
with its partner Food for the Poor.

A total of $106,793 worth of humanitarian relief was shipped to El Rosario, Guatemala.

On this shipment, MMDC provided:

• 36 pieces of medical equipment
• 42 MMDC boy and girl outfits
• 25 MMDC quilts
• 4 treadle and 15 Electric sewing machines
• 30 bikes
• 3,935 one-handled homemade school bag
• 30 twin hospital mattresses
• 381 stuffed animals
• 13 church pews

Redirected-Cloth Diapers (988), Blankets (156), School Kits (470), Office Chairs (11), 
Crocheted Sleeping Mats (14), Cleaning Supplies (595) and Hygiene Supplies (14,470).

These supplies will help the most populous country in Central America. Guatemala is home to 
more than 15 million people where 59.3 percent of all Guatemalans live in poverty. All these 
supplies will benefit all those who are in need and bring relief to the suffering and hope to the 
hopeless.

MMDC responds with international shipment

Photo courtesy of Camille McCaskill 

Four officers of the IGRC United Methodist Women participated in Leadership 
Development Days for district and conference officers across the country in 
Tempe, Ariz., Feb. 1-3.
Among those in attendance included the following IGRC officers: Linda Patton, 
LaMoine UMW district treasurer; Camille McCaskill, IGRC UMW president; 
Shannon Priddy, UMW director and national president; and Bethany Socie, 
Iroquois UMW district treasurer.

CUNNINGHAM, 
UMW PARTNER IN 
FESTIVAL OF QUILTS
URBANA – Cunningham Children’s Home 
will host the 15th Annual Festival of Quilts 
on Friday, April 5 and Saturday, April 6 from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., in the Spiritual Life Center 
on the Cunningham campus in Urbana. 
The Festival is Cunningham’s signature 
fundraiser and honors the tradition of the 
United Methodist Women, and the quilts 
they, and quilters from across Illinois, have 
donated for our kids for more than 123 
years.  
The Festival includes a collection of 
show quilts that creatively blur the lines 
between conventional quilt making and 
fine art. Quilts of all sizes are available 
to purchase through our quilt auction 
and quilt boutique. Participants may also 
enjoy home-baked goods from the bake 
sale, lunch at the Patchwork Café, and 
handcrafted items from the gift shop. 
Admission to the Festival is a suggested 
donation of $5 per person and all proceeds 

will benefit children and youth served by 
Cunningham.
This year’s featured speaker is Sally Dodge, 
a United Methodist Woman from Cache 
River. Her presentation, Five Things You 
Need to Know to Change the Size of Your 
Quilt, will be on Friday at 11 a.m.
The Festival of Quilts will again be a 
recognized gallery of the Boneyard Arts 
Festival, a four-day event which brings 
together area businesses, organizations, and 
artists promoting the cultural vibrancy of 
our community. 
Last year, the Festival attracted more 
than 1,400 visitors and raised more than 
$73,000 to help bring hope to hundreds of 
youth and families. 
For more information, contact Taylor 
Tureskis at ttureskis@cunninghamhome.
org/217.337.9058 or visit www.
cunninghamhome.org/events/festival-quilts  

UMW throughout our conference help to make Cunningham’s annual Festival of Quilts a success each year.
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Conference News

Ezra reporting now open 
for 2018 annual reports

SPRINGFIELD –  Links to the Ezra 
reporting system for churches to file their 
2018 annual reports are now open through 
March 31.

A link has been provided in the upper 
right-hand corner of the IGRC homepage, 
"Ezra Report Login." You can also find the 
same link within your Church Portal Page 

which is where you found your Charge 
Conference forms this fall.

Enter your six-digit GCFA number 
as the user name and for the year's first 
log-in, use password as the "password" (all 
lowercase letters and no quotation marks). 
Once you log in, you will be asked to create 
a password for the reporting year.

BISHOP BEARD ANNOUNCES 
POST- GENERAL CONFERENCE 
BRIEFINGS AT FIVE SITES

Bishop Frank J. Beard has announced he will host meetings throughout the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference following General Conference to discuss the 
action taken by the special session of General Conference.

Persons planning to attend one of the five sessions are asked to register in 
order to ensure adequate accommodation for those wanting to attend and the 
seating capacities of the venues.

Register by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/PostGC2019briefings 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  – The General 
Council on Finance and Administration 
(GCFA) is pleased to announce 
that twenty-six jurisdictional annual 
conferences and eight central conference 
episcopal areas paid 100 percent of the 
general Church apportionment in 2018. 
GCFA also recognizes that giving to 
the Africa University Fund still remains 
a high priority for United Methodists 
with a 93 percent collection rate—the 
highest among the seven general Church 
apportioned funds. Thirty-five of the fifty-
six jurisdictional annual conferences paid 
more in 2018 compared to 2017. While 
the overall giving percentage was down 
1.8 percent, the overall dollar amount 
increased by $19,473 compared to 2017.  
“It is not always easy for an annual 
conference to pay its general Church 
apportionment”, said Bishop Michael 
McKee, president of the Board of GCFA. 
“We appreciate the hard work of each 
annual conference and episcopal area 
that contributed to the Church reaching 
the 90 percent collection rate for all 
apportioned funds. God be praised in our 
ministry together.” 
Moses Kumar, chief executive of GCFA, 

said, “The general Church apportionments 
are our message that the United 
Methodist connectional system is a viable 
way to be in ministry around the world. 
We praise God for the faithfulness of this 
commitment. For the past seven years – 
since 2012 – we’ve been at or over a 90% 
collection rate. I want to thank the people 
of the United Methodist connection who 
have faithfully and continually supported 
the global ministries of the denomination 
through generous giving.”
The eight central conference episcopal 
areas that paid 100 percent are: Central 
and Southern Europe, Davao, Eastern 
Angola, East Congo, Eurasia, Germany, 
Liberia, and Nordic-Baltic. The twenty-
six jurisdictional annual conferences are: 
Alaska United Methodist Conference, 
Baltimore-Washington, California-
Nevada, Desert Southwest, East Ohio, 
Greater New Jersey, Illinois Great Rivers, 
Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, New England, 
New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary, Oregon-Idaho, Pacific 
Northwest, Peninsula-Delaware, Red Bird 
Missionary, Rocky Mountain, Susquehanna, 
Tennessee, Upper New York, West Virginia, 
Western Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and 
Yellowstone. 

FRIDAY
JUNE
20197

7:30PM

LARNELLE HARRIS
5-time Grammy and 11-time Dove Award winner

WITH THE VOICES OF BETHEL
Guest vocalist Sarah Seymour, Peoria First UMC

TICKETS ON SALE 
TO THE PUBLIC
ALL TICKET SALES THROUGH TICKETMASTER

$25-$35

UNDERWRITTEN WITH GIFTS FROM: 
UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION 

LARSON TRUST, PEORIA FIRST UMC 
FOUNDATION, PREACHERS’ AID SOCIETY 

AND BENEFIT FUND, GFI DIGITAL

PEORIA CIVIC CENTER

FOR MORE INFO:  
www.peoriaciviccenter.com/home

26 jurisdictional, 8 central 
conferences pay 100 percent 
in 2018 apportionments

2019 Annual Conference information
PEORIA – The Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center will be collecting items for tornado totes at 
the 2019 Annual Conference June 6-8 at the Peoria 
Civic Center.
When a tornado struck Taylorville Dec. 1, 552 
tornado totes assembled from last year’s Annual 
Conference items were dispatched during the 
community’s recovery.
Information on the 2019 Annual Conference can 
be found on the IGRC website. Several pages have 
recently been added for your convenience:

• A checklist (https://www.igrc.org/
ac2019checklist) of dates and deadlines have 

been sent to lay and clergy members through 
U.S. mail and is included on the website.

• Information on hotels (https://www.igrc.org/
ac2019hotels) – deadlines vary

• Information on election of 2020 General and 
Jurisdictional Conference delegates (https://
www.igrc.org/ac2019elections) – Candidates 
have from March 1 to April 1 to complete a 
Candidates’ Nomination form

• Requests for display space (https://www.igrc.
org/ac2019displays) – March 25 deadline

• Requests for special meals (https://www.igrc.

org/ac2019meals) – March 4 deadline
Registration and child care registration will open 
April 1 and continue through May 17.
Tickets for the June 7  Larnelle Harris concert at 
Carver Arena are currently on sale at: https://www.
igrc.org/newsdetail/12746213 

The price of the ticket will be a contribution to the 
Our Conference, Our Kids campaign due to the 
generosity of the Larson Trust administered by the 
United Methodist Foundation; the Peoria First UMC 
Foundation; Preachers' Aid Society and GFI Digital, 
Inc. have underwritten the expense for the concert.

  Hearts Strangely 
 Warmed by the Flames
of the Holy Spirit 
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