
PAGES 6-7

Reactions to General Conference 
include defiance, talk of split

currentthe APRIL 2019

VOL. 23, NO. 9



News from the Episcopal Office ..............1
Announcements & Events .......................2
Christian Conversations ..........................3
Mission Opportunities ..............................4
Local Church News .................................5
Post General Conference .....................6-7
National /Global News ..........................8-9
Conference News .................................. 11
Annual Conference ................................12

Inside this Issue

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.  
Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.

New resources available to borrow from the UMRC!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

DVDs:
#103150    Called: Hearing and Responding to God's Voice (6 sessions)
#109061    I Declare War: 4 Keys to Winning the Battle with Yourself (5 sessions)
#109063    Irresistible: Reclaiming the New that Jesus Unleashed for the World  
 (6 sessions)
#121031    Unwavering: Living with Defiant Joy (6 sessions)

Books:
#819015    And Social Justice for All: Empowering Families, Churches,  
 and Schools to Make a Difference in God's World
#818236    Everything Can Change in Forty Days: A Journey of  
 Transformation through Christ
#819028    New You: A Guide to Better Physical, Mental, Emotional,  
 and Spiritual Fitness
#818190    Owning Faith: Reimagining the Role of Church and Family  
 in the Faith Journey of Teenagers
#819004    Quietly Courageous: Leading the Church in a Changing World
#819011    Sacred Shelter: 13 Journeys of Homelessness and Healing
#818237    Third Person: Thirty Days with the Holy Spirit
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3rd Annual

RetreatSelf-care
May 19-21, 2019
Lake Williamson Christian Retreat Center

17280 Lakeside Drive, Carlinville, IL 62626

S P O N S O R E D

RESTORE, RENEW, CONNECT 

For more info: www.lakewilliamson.org

An Environment Where Faith Can Grow

Come and fill your spiritual cup at PCC’s 2019 Self-Care Retreat. Your registration 
cost is per person and includes two hotel nights, all meals, and immersion prayer 

experiences that include both instruction 
and practice time. There are multiple price 
points depending on roommate choices.

By planning time for practice, it is our 
hope that attendees will leave the retreat 

confident enough to incorporate some new ways to praise, connect to God, and 
in the process fill their spiritual cups during their 
private prayer practice. 

Lake Williamson Christian Retreat Center Front Desk at 
217-854-4824 (directions or facilities questions).

Watch The Current, the IGRC Pastoral Care and 
Counseling Facebook page, and the PCC newsletter 
for more information. Registration will be open from 
Covenant Keepers through May 1. 

Hope to see you there!

Commuter: $100/person
Triple occupancy: $150/person
Double occupancy: $200/person
Single occupancy: $300/person

Tractor and seeds being blessed. Pictured from left are: Jim Jones, Jane Powell and Pastor 
Naomi Roberts 

Photo by Phyllis Godwin
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Bishop Frank Beard

She had a heart of gold
Her smile was infectious, and her 

laugh was contagious. Everywhere she went 
there was an outbreak of joy, compassion, 
and concern that was openly shared with 
others. She was the “real deal” and she not 
only talked about her faith, she lived out 
her faith on a daily basis.

She had a faith that was down to earth 
and extremely practical. When she was 
confronted with a problem or made aware 
of a need, she was quick to make a personal 
investment in seeking a solution or provid-
ing positive assistance that would lead to 
alleviating or providing a remedy for the 
difficulty. Her genuine Christ-like service 
was aimed at helping others to experience 
the transforming love of Jesus Christ.

Joyce Francis was a jewel. 
Her recent death came as a shock-

ing surprise. I visited her in the hospital 
and even though she faced serious health 
challenges that looked bleak, her focus was 
on others. She was not bitter or angry or re-
sentful. She possessed a faith and a hope in 
Jesus Christ that caused her to see beyond 
her own plight and to be more concerned 
about the plight of others. Her calm assur-
ance was the result of knowing that because 
her life was anchored in Jesus Christ, every-

thing was going to be okay. She confessed 
to my wife and me, “I’ve had a good life and 
I am in the Lord’s hand.” Then she quickly 
turned the conversation to plans for helping 
to raise awareness and funds for the Our 
Conference Our Kids Campaign. 

Typical Joyce – always focusing on 
helping others.

I met Joyce Francis shortly after my 
election as Bishop. She gave me a big hug 
and said, “I am Joyce Francis and I am the 
chair of your Episcopacy Committee.  I’m 
looking forward to working together.” Joyce 
was a wonderful leader and a gifted task-
master. She knew how to get a mountain 
of work done in a timely manner and she 
knew how to make it fun-filled and reward-
ing. She valued each committee member 
and she took time to assure that we were 
building relationships with each other.  

Joyce Francis will be missed. This An-
nual Conference has lost a terrific leader, 
motivator, encourager, and humanitar-
ian. Joyce modeled what it means to be a 
servant-leader. Her gentle, compassionate, 
caring example of sacrificial service and 
love towards others will be missed.

One of the things that stood out to 
me about Joyce was the way she described 

herself. She said, “I am 
an educator.” An educa-
tor is much more than a 
teacher or professor. An 
educator helps others 
to experience life-long 
transformation by providing tools that will 
assist them in every phase of life’s journey. 
An educator makes an investment that goes 
farther than one or two classes. An educa-
tor, like a mentor or coach, changes your 
life forever.  

Thanks be to God for the gift of Joyce 
Francis to the IGRC family. Joyce had a 
heart of gold. Her faith in Jesus was sturdy, 
strong and secure. Her work here has 
ended, and we must carry on the unfin-
ished task of assisting others through the 
transforming power of relational love 
rooted and grounded in a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. 

One day each of us will come to the 
end of our assigned time and will face our 
appointment with death. I hope and pray 
that we will be spiritually prepared and that 
each of us will hear the words of Jesus say-
ing, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” 

God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

Deaths
Retired pastor Rev. 
Bill “B.R.” Cummins, 
87, died March 22 in 
Lebanon.

Rev. Cummins served 
29 years in the former 
Southern Illinois 

Conference, retiring in 1989 and then served 
21 years in the Illinois South Conference of 
the United Church of Christ denomination.

A memorial service will be held at 4 p.m. 
March 30 at Belleville Union UMC with 
the Rev. Dr. Robert Koch, Rev. Jeff Schwab 
and Rev. Dr. Joseph Scheets officiating. 
Visitation will be at the church from 2 to 4 
p.m. Interment will be at Big Prairie UMC 
Cemetery near Carmi at a later date.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
rennerfh.com/bill-cummins/,  where 
condolences to the family may be posted.

Certified Lay Servant 
David "D.J." Smith of 
Lovington UMC, who 
served as pastor of the 
Kenney UMC for several 
years, died March 20 in 
Champaign.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
herald-review.com/obituaries/david-
james-smith/article_f59ad8d2-1b48-
5c9a-bd89-4dc293aaa4cf.html 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Carol Smith, 2419 CR 1200 E, Lovington, IL 
61937-6037.

Former IGRC clergy 
member James "Jay" 
L. DeMent, 62, died 
March 19 Upper Falls., 
Md.

Rev. DeMent, who 

transferred his clergy membership to the 
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference 
in 2013 was serving as pastor of Salem 
UMC in Upper Falls, Md., at the time of his 
death. He began service in the IGRC in 1996, 
serving several churches before taking an 
appointment in 2007 in the Baltimore-
Washington Conference.

A complete obituary may be found by 
visiting: https://lassahnfuneralhomes.
com/book-of-memories/3777494/
DeMent-The-Reverend-James-Jay/index.
php 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Mabel "Chris" DeMent, 2908 Chenoak Ave., 
Parkville, MD  21234.

Retired pastor, the 
Rev. Francis Guither, 
96, died March 19 in 
Quincy.

Rev. Guither served 
most of his ministry 
years in the Northern 

Illinois Conference, then came to the former 
Central Illinois Conference, serving East 
Peoria Faith, Clinton Parish and Carthage-
Burnside, where he retired in 1985. Since 
retiring, he and his wife Katharine have 
lived in Quincy and been part of Vermont 
Street UMC.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Katharine Guither, 2130 Harrison St, Quincy 
62301-6756.

 Visit: https://www.printyfuneralhome.
com/notices/Francis-Guither to read a 
complete obituary.

Euba Mae Harris-
Winton, mother of 
Bishop Jonathan D. 
Keaton, died March 11 
in Ft. Smith, Ark. She 
was 95.

Euba Mae was a guest of the 2016 Annual 
Conference and took part in the retirement 
celebration of Bishop Keaton. Euba Harris-
Winton has battled illiteracy, poverty, 
substandard housing, teen pregnancy, 
gang violence, drug abuse, AIDS, racism, 
and was described as a strong voice in 
the community, a social worker, and a 
community developer. 

In 1980, she was the first black elected as 
a General Conference delegate from the 
former North Arkansas Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. 

For 25 years, she served as executive 
director of The Mallalieu Community Center 
which opened in 1970, with a mission to 
strengthen the outreach ministry of the 
church. She welcomed anyone who was in 
need of help. Retiring at the age of 71, she 
was honored by the organization for her 
work and the center was renamed the Euba 
Harris Winton-Mallalieu Community Center.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign 
of United Methodist Women (UMW).  For 
"Ways to Give" call (212) 870-3705 or e-mail 
legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org 

Condolences may be sent to Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton, 4023 Springer Ln, 
Springfield 62711-8042.

Joyce Helm Francis, 
66, a lay member to 
annual conference 
from Peoria Bethel 
UMC, died March 11 at 
University of Chicago 

Medical Center in Chicago.

Joyce served in several capacities 
within conference leadership including 
membership on the Africa University 
Task Force and more recently, the Our 
Conference, Our Kids Steering Team.

In lieu of flowers, Joyce asked that donations 
be made to Bethel United Methodist Church, 
210 North Richard Pryor Place, Peoria, 
IL 61605 or the National Association of 
University Women Scholarship Fund.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.simonsmortuary.com/obituaries/
Joyce-Francis-4/ where condolences may 
be posted.

Martha Baxter 
North, 96, widow of 
the Rev. Dr. Jack B. 
North, died March 2 in 
Bloomington, Minn.

The Norths were 
married in 1987 following Dr. North’s 
44 years of active ministry in the former 
Illinois and Central Illinois conferences. 
His years of service included pastoring 
several churches including Kankakee First 
and Champaign First UMC’s. He also served 
as superintendent in the former Pontiac 
District and six years as Assistant to the 
Bishop for Bishops Leroy Hodapp and 
Woodie W. White, retiring in 1986. Dr. North 
died Jan. 10, 2010.

A memorial service for Mrs. North was held 
March 6 in Minnesota. A second memorial 
service will be held 10:30 a.m. June 29 
at Champaign First UMC, with Revs. Leah 
Pogemiller and Richard McGuire officiating. 

Visit https://gillbrothers.com/book-of-
memories/3766912/North-Martha/
index.php to view a complete obituary.

Condolences may be sent to daughter Jane 
Baxter, 8104 Highwood Dr., Apt. G320, 
Bloomington, MN  55438.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. 
Beard appoints the following:

Miranda Dinges to Peoria Northwest UMC, 
Illinois River District, effective July 1. 

Allen Miller to Columbia Bethany UMC, 
Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Tracy Armstrong to Carrollton/Christ, 
LaMoine River District, effective Feb. 1

Robert Sabo, Jr. to Marshall First UMC, 
Embarras River District, effective July 1.

Howard White to Carbondale First UMC, 
Cache River District, effective July 1.

Scott Grulke to Macomb Wesley UMC, 
Spoon River District, effective July 1.

Charliam Renner to Embarras River District 
Superintendent, effective July 1.

Allynn Walker to Mississippi River District 
Superintendent, effective July 1.

JoAnn Ruff to United Parish: Associate (1/2 
time), LaMoine River District, effective July 1.

Dixie Croxton to Chaplain of Spiritual 
Life, (¼ time) Sunset Home, LaMoine River 
District, effective Feb. 19. 

Supply not appointed
April Dawn Turner to DuQuoin First as 
interim supply (less than ¼ time), effective 
Feb. 9.

Change of status
Nick Roberts, discontinuation of 
appointment, Cache River District, effective 
Feb. 18.

Mike Rayson, discontinuation of status 
as a local pastor, Mississippi River District, 
effective March 14.

Bishop Beard’s Preaching Schedule
APRIL SCHEDULE
April 7 –   9 a.m. worship service, Wesley   

 Chapel, Jacksonville - LaMoine RD

April 28 – 8:45 a.m. worship service, Momence  
 First UMC - 175th Anniversary-   
 Vermilion RD

MAY SCHEDULE
May 19 –  9 a.m. worship service, Mt. Zion UMC  

 - Sangamon RD

JUNE SCHEDULE
June 16 –  8:30 a.m. worship service, Thayer UMC -  

 115th Anniversary - Sangamon RD
June 16 –  11 a.m. worship service, Melvin UMC  

 - Iroquois RD
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Adult Work and Renewal Camps 
at Little Grassy, East Bay
SPRINGFIELD – You’re invited to join us in 
helping to get our camps ready for summer. 
Following an ancient rhythm, we’ll balance 
construction and maintenance projects with 
times of prayer and worship.
Little Grassy's week will be April 30-May 3 and 
East Bay's week will be May 7-10.
This camp is open to lay and clergy adults, 
who would like to make a positive impact 
on our camps and spend some time in 
spiritual renewal. Our new IGRC Director of 
Connectional Ministries, Curtis Brown, is leading 
both weeks of camps, and this is a great chance 
to get to know him, build connections with 
other church leaders, and practice kindness and 
mutual service in the name of Christ.
The cost of each week is $150 per person, 
which includes all of your meals, lodging, and 
construction materials.
Register for the Little Grassy camp at: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/LGAWRC2019 

Register for the East Bay camp at: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/EBAWRC 

Special needs workshop
EUREKA – A special needs workshop 
designed to making your church irresistible to 
all, disability etiquette and how to meet the 
spiritual needs of this growing population of 
the church will be hosted by Eureka UMC on 
Monday, April 1, from 8:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Presenters will be staff members of Joni and 
Friends, a 40-year-old international ministry to 
people affected by disabilities.
There is a $15 per person cost in advance 
or $20 at the door that includes all materials, 
refreshments, and lunch.
Registrations should be made by March 26. 
Checks should be made payable to Eureka 
UMC with Joni and Friends noted in the memo 
line. Mail payment to Richard N. Small, Eureka 
UMC, 208 N. Calendar St., Eureka, IL 61530.

Festival of Quilts at Cunningham
URBANA – Cunningham Children’s Home will 
host the 15th Annual Festival of Quilts, April 
5-6, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Cunningham’s 
Spiritual Life Center in Urbana. 
Cunningham’s signature fundraiser, the Festival 
honors the tradition of the United Methodist 
Women, and the quilts they have created and 
donated for more than 124 years for our kids. 
Each child at Cunningham receives a quilt of their 
own to wrap them in warmth, safety, and love.

Last year, the Festival attracted more than 1,400 
visitors and raised more than $73,000 to help 
bring hope to hundreds of youth and families.
 Admission to the Festival is a suggested 
donation of $5 per person and all proceeds 
will benefit children and youth served by 
Cunningham. Contact Taylor Tureskis at (217) 
337-9058 to learn more. 

Safe Sanctuaries workshop
SPRINGFIELD – A Safe Sanctuaries – Best 
Practices workshop will be held at Springfield 
Laurel UMC, on Sunday, April 7, from 2 to 4 
p.m.
Led by Beth Fender, IGRC Coordinator of 
Discipleship and New Streams, this workshop 
will focus on best practices in developing and 
following a protection policy and procedures 
relative to children, youth, and vulnerable adults. 
We will also discuss the process of reporting 
suspected abuse of children or vulnerable 
adults and how to respond when a registered 
sex offender wishes to participate in the life 
of the local church. This free workshop is 
supported by your apportionment giving.
Register by visiting https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
ERTChampaignFirst190330 

Called: God’s Purpose for You 
as Laity in the Church
SPRINGFIELD – Whether you are starting 
a new worship service, launching a multi-site 
campus, or starting a whole new ministry, 
success often rises and falls on the involvement 
of the laity. In this seminar, Rev. Dr. Ken Nash 
will teach the best practices for creating and 
training a healthy launch team of laypersons. 
You will walk away knowing the pitfalls to avoid 
and will have the necessary tools to help each 
person find their place in the new ministry.
The IGRC and the Missouri Conference has 
teamed up to offer this learning experience on 
April 13 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Seven IGRC churches are hosting the event 
– Columbia Bethany UMC, Tremont UMC, 
Lincoln First UMC; Mt. Vernon First UMC, 
Effingham Centenary UMC; Moline Riverside 
UMC and Marion Aldersgate UMC.
Rev. Dr. Ken Nash will be the featured speaker 
whose presentation will be transmitted to 
each site. Nash serves as the Lead Pastor of 
Watermark Wesleyan near Buffalo, New York. 
Over the past several years, Ken has overseen 
the launching of 15 new campuses/church 
plants around the country with each of them 
led by lay persons from within the local church. 
Registration is required and is on a sliding scale 
with early registrants enjoying a price break.
Read more and register for one of the sites at: 
https://www.igrc.org/calendardetail/12753552 

Bishop's Open golf outing 
April 26
CHATHAM – The 2019 Bishop’s Open will 
be on Friday, April 26, at the Piper Glen Golf 
Course Club near Chatham. 
Festivities begin at 11 a.m. with lunch followed 
by a shotgun start at noon. Dinner will follow 
the completion of the golf outing. Single 
registrations as well as foursomes can be 
registered at: www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2019 

All proceeds of the outing will be for the Our 
Conference, Our Kids campaign to endow 
spiritual life programs at each of the five 
conference agencies dealing with children and 
youth -- The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham 
Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House and Spero (formerly the United 
Methodist Children's Home).

Beautiful Mess Women's 
Retreat
GODFREY – Godfrey First UMC is hosting its 
first Women's Retreat on Saturday, April 27, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Keynote speaker is Shelly Harvey. Cost is $10 
per person.
Six breakout sessions are a part of the day's 
festivities with topics including Natural Options 
for Wellness, Christian Woman Balancing Act, 
Positive New Beginnings, Maintaining Faith in a 
Buy Life, Prayer Journaling and a session with 
Judy McGill, author of Then God Said to Me.
Further information and contact numbers 
are included on a flyer which can be 
downloaded at: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/f9bf5329-fd78-4dff-9ce4-
282278bfb697.pdf 

Weekend with Shane Claiborne
URBANA – The IGRC Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry, and the Wesley 

Student Center at the 
University of Illinois, present 
“A Weekend with Shane 
Claiborne,” April 27-28, at the 
U of I Wesley Foundation in 
Urbana. 

Claiborne is a best-selling author, Christian 
activist, speaker, and co-founder of The Simple 
Way. United Methodist youth groups and 
college students are invited for worship 
services (with Shane as our keynote speaker), a 
food packaging service project to fight hunger, 
meals and fellowship, and more! Plus, college 
students will have the opportunity to engage 
Shane in deeper conversations at a special 
Q&A with him Saturday evening. It’s all FREE(!), 
but registration is necessary. 
For more information, a weekend schedule, 
and/or to register, check out shane-wesley.
eventbrite.com today! (Priority registration 
for United Methodist youth and students will 
extend through April 1. Registration will open 
to additional youth and college students after 
that date.)

Five-Day Academy  
for Spiritual Formation
BELLEVILLE – The 2019 Five-Day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation will be April 28-May 3 
at King’s House Retreat and Renewal Center in 
Belleville.
The theme for the 2019 
Academy is “Peace”-ing 
Together a Broken World. 
Faculty speakers are 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and 
Dr. Amy Oden. For more 
information, visit www.
igrc.org/fiveday.

The Five-Day 
Academy for Spiritual Formation, 
is a program of Upper Room® Ministries, 
for clergy and laity which provides a daily 
rhythm of prayer, worship, Eucharist, learning 
and reflection, in the context of Christian 
community. Faculty speakers this year are: 
Bishop Hee Soo Jung, and Dr. Amy Oden.
Read more at: http://www.igrc.org/fiveday  
Register online at: http://www.igrc.org/
fiveday2019 

Clergy Women's Retreat
SPRINGFIELD – Clergy Women and Lay 
Women serving local churches in the IGRC are 
invited to the 2019 Clergy Women's Retreat 
May 1 at the Northfield Inn and Suites in 
Springfield.
The one-day retreat will start at 9 a.m. and 
conclude by 4 p.m.
There is no cost for this retreat, but registration 
is required for this event. Hotel rooms are 
available by calling the Northfield Inn and Suites 
direct at 217-523-7900.

Retired Bishop Deborah 
Kiesey will be the retreat's 
featured speaker. Bishop 
Kiesey has a wealth of 
ministry experience and will 
share with us her ministry 
journey. 

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/2019ClergywomensRetreat 

Evangelism for Non-Evangelists
MORTON – Dr. Mark 
Teasdale of Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary will 
leading a workshop entitled 
Evangelism for Non-
Evangelists on Saturday, May 
4 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Morton UMC.
Cost will be $10 and include lunch.
This event is sponsored by the IGRC 
Committee on Evangelism, IGRC 
Congregational Development, Sangamon, Illinois 
and the Spoon River districts.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
Evangelismworkshop 

Youth Worker Training events
SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Youth Ministries is 
hosting student ministry training events in three 
locations May 4 and May 11.
Each training session will be from 9 a.m.. to 
noon.

• May 4 – Quincy Vermont Street. UMC
• May 4 – Nomal First UMC
• May 11 – O’Fallon First UMC

For more information, contact Curt Franklin at 
cfranklin@igrc.org. Register online at: https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-nIdzvq
0kdzqDMl09FDJYSPUf7fEVuDVKAmbQ7LZ2
nwbk3Q/viewform

Clergy mentor training
MT. ZION – Training for clergy mentors will be 
Thursday, May 9 at Mt. Zion UMC in Mt. Zion.
Clergy Mentors work with Local Pastors who 
have not completed the Course of Study and 
Provisional Members. This support during the 
first few years of appointive ministry is essential 
for the formation of our pastors.  
Clergy mentors are clergy in full connection, 
associate members, or full-time local pastors 
who have completed the Course of Study 
trained to provide ongoing oversight and 
counsel with local pastors and provisional 
members pursuing ordained ministry. 
This is the same training that has been offered 
since 2015. You do not need to repeat it if you 
have completed training since 2015. 
Questions? Contact Shane Smith – 
ssmithigrc@gmail.com or 309-453-6000
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
mentortraining 

Announcements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

CAMPING SITE MANAGER 
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
of The United Methodist Church 
is conducting a search for an 
experienced and innovative 
individual familiar with all aspects 
of running a camp site, including 
programming, to join us in the 
role of Site Manager at its Little 
Grassy Camp and Retreat Center in 
Makanda, Illinois. More information 
available here  https://www.igrc.
org/classifiedsdetail/12775644

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
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Christian Conversations

20 March 2019
Dear pastors and lay leaders of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference:
We have traditionally recognized the ministries of our Golden Cross 
Agencies on Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019, during our worship services.  
We ask that you do this again this year.  To support your recognition 
our agencies have created a worship brochure, bulletin insert, and made 
available videos that can be shown in worship.
These ten agencies serve thousands of Illinoisans, and no doubt many 
connected to your congregation.  When we support these ministries, we 
are supporting our communities.
ENVELOPES
The conference office has special, Golden Cross offerings available. If 
you would like envelopes please contact Doug Stone at the conference 
office, dstone@igrc.org.  Please leave him your mailing address and the 
number of envelopes you would like.  This is an approved, IGRC offering.   
You may also give to Golden Cross through the conference directly.   
Golden Cross offerings are distributed equally to the ten agencies. 
BROCHURES AND BULLETIN INSERTS 
You may find the worship brochure, bulletin insert and “talking points” 
on the www.igrc.org website, click on the “Golden Cross” tab, or 
use the search engine.  The direct address is https://www.igrc.org/
forms?topic=Golden%20Cross

VIDEOS FOR WORSHIP
There are videos available from three of our Golden Cross Agencies 
that are suitable for showing in worship.  You may contact these agencies 
directly to secure these videos.
The Baby Fold (Bloomington-Normal), Lori Bultemeier,  
                                             lbultemeier@thebabyfold.org 

Evenglow Lodge (Pontiac), Amy Eppel, Aeppel@evenglowlodge.org 
Spero (Mt. Vernon), Ranee Kujawa, ranee.kujawa@sperofs.org

General Conference only made things worse
Editor, The Current:

I was quite troubled to learn of the decision 
made at the special General Conference meeting 
in St. Louis. It makes me sad and worried on a 
number of levels, and I just wonder about the 
future of our denomination as a whole.

It seems that the decision is somewhat 
paradoxical and contrary to the societal strides 
we have made in the United States. Indeed, 
LGBT rights have blossomed in the last couple of 
decades. This plan is a move backward.

Given shrinking numbers of young people in 
the Church, I am concerned that this decision will 
do nothing but exacerbate the problem. Indeed, 
this decision is likely to prompt doubters to see 
the "Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors" 
mantra as but mere hypocrisy. While the 

Traditional Plan may be seen as a re-
affirmation of traditional beliefs of the Church, 
many will see this vote as an affirmation of 
marginalization, judgment, and "othering," 
certainly not compatible with the idea of Christian 
love.

While I understand the assertion that the 
Bible does (somewhat ambiguously) mention 
homosexuality as a sin, what is the obsession with 
LGBT issues that we often see? What of divorce? 
What of adultery? What of gluttony/coveting? 
What of pride and self-righteousness? 

There is not a litmus test associated with any 
number of sins or behaviors that are contrary 
to traditional religious teachings. But for those 
members of the lesbian and gay community? It is 
a different story... To many, I believe this decision 

will seem extremely personal. To many, this 
decision will seem like it is but another example of 
the Church picking and choosing what it sees as 
sinful and what sins it chooses to ignore.

It is concerning that some of the most 
vulnerable people among us, those often 
searching for identity, acceptance, and love, will 
be reminded that they are somehow "less than." 
As society grapples with higher suicide rates in 
the LGBT population and tries to lower these 
numbers by providing support and care, the 
Traditional Plan certainly does nothing to help. 
We want people to come to the church, to know 
God, and to live principled lives full of love for 
others. However, this decision pushes many away, 
I am afraid.

While I have little doubt that the majority of 
delegates at the General Conference would claim 
that all are loved and that this decision was not 
about judgment or inequality, I am not sure that 
they truly understand the ramifications of their 
decision. Perception is reality. Many marginalized 
individuals will likely see this decision as harsh 
and small-minded. They will see this vote as an 
invitation to leave, not an invitation to come to 
the table.

I really worry that those in the congregation 
who identify as a sex or gender minority will see 
this decision as a slap in the face, and I really 
hope that they will remain members. Providing 
support, love, and encouragement to them will be 
important.

John R. Blakeman
Lifelong member, Taylorville First UMC

50 WAYS TO WELCOME A NEW PASTOR
PREPARED BY ROBERT CROSSMAN

Congregations can help a new pastor 
get off to a strong start with these 50 
Ways to acclimate a new pastor and make 
that new pastor feel truly welcome.

Prepare to welcome your new pastor
1. Open your hearts and decide that you are going to 

love your new pastor.
2. Begin praying daily for the new pastor and family, 

even as you continue to pray for your departing 
pastor and family.

3. Invite church members individually to send cards 
of welcome and encouragement to the incoming 
pastor.

4. Know that welcoming 
your new pastor in 
genuine and effective 
ways lays the ground 
work for a healthy and 
vital relationship and the 
development of stable, 
long-term ministries 
together.

5. Plan for the transition. 
Occasionally important 
welcoming gestures are missed with everyone 
thinking someone else is handling these details.

6. Appoint a specific liaison person to whom the 
pastor can go for help and information during the 
transition.

Say goodbye to your current pastor  
in a healthy way

7. Show love, regard, and even grief, for your 
departing pastor. This is one of the best things you 
can do for the new pastor.

8. Acknowledge the change in public ways. 
Especially in the case of a much-beloved pastor, 
this allows the congregation better to let go and 

receive the new pastor.
9. Provide the congregation the opportunity to say 

thank you and goodbye to the outgoing pastor, 
even if things have not always gone well.

10. Find appropriate occasions — in worship and at 
other times — to thank the outgoing pastor.

11. Express appreciation in ways that are consistent 
with what you have done in the past.

12. Consider giving the pastor the last two weeks off. 
This helps the pastor enter the new situation rested 
and gives an emotional buffer between one pastor’s 
last Sunday and another pastor’s first Sunday.

13. Plan goodbye celebrations prior to the beginning 
of the two weeks off.
14. Provide information to the 
local media about the outgoing 
pastor’s accomplishments and future 
plans.
15. Do not invite the former 
pastor to return for weddings, 
funerals, or baptisms. This allows 
your former pastor to engage fully 
with his or her new congregation, 
and it establishes your new pastor as 
everyone’s pastor from the beginning.

Make things move-in ready
16. Make sure the parsonage and pastor’s office are 

clean and ready. Offer to provide help or a cleaning 
service if needed.

17. Determine if the parsonage is in need of repairs 
or painting. Consult the outgoing and incoming 
pastors about timing so as not to disrupt the lives 
of either party. Do not ask a new pastor to move 
into a parsonage “under construction.”

18. Consult the new pastor on any paint, design, or 
furnishings issues.

19. Offer to have someone cut the parsonage grass.
20. Make sure the new pastor and church officials 

are clear on how moving expenses are paid 

and all matters related to 
compensation, benefits, and 
reimbursement policies.

Welcome your pastor  
on moving day

21. Stock the parsonage 
refrigerator and pantry with 
some staples.

22. Make sure there are kid-friendly foods and snacks 
in the refrigerator if children are arriving.

23. Have a small group on hand to greet the new 
pastor and family when they arrive and to help as 
needed.

24. Offer child care if there is an infant or toddler in 
the household.

25. Invite children in the household to do things with 
others of their same age.

26. Welcome any youth in the household by having 
church youth group members stop by and offer to 
show them around.

Continue the welcome during the entry period
27. Take food over for the first few days. Many 

churches continue the practice of having a 
“pounding” for the new pastor when persons bring 
food items.

28. Provide a map with directions to local dry cleaners, 
grocery store, drug store, veterinarian, etc., and 
information on local options for internet and cable 
television providers.

29. Give gift certificates to several of your favorite 
restaurants in the community.

30. Give the pastor and family a welcome reception on 
the first Sunday.

31. Plan a worship celebration of the new appointment.
32. Invite the new pastor to any social events held by 

Sunday School classes or other groups in the early 
months.

WELCOME CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10

 Golden  Cross
CHURCH BEYOND THE DOORS

Download a copy of this article  
to share with others at:
https://www.churchleadership.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/50-Ways-to-
Welcome-Your-New-Pastor-20190312.pdf
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Mission Opportunities

CHATHAM – The Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
completed not one, not two, but three – yes, three 
shipments from their warehous in a single day March 15.
The first shipment, which began at 9 a.m., was with Food 
for the Poor going to El Rosario, Guatemala. 
The next two shipments, which then ended up being 
back to back and began at around 11 a.m. headed to 
Iowa. Midwest Mission was able to fill a request for 4,032 
UMCOR cleaning kits to help those dealing with the 

statewide flooding in Iowa. Midwest Mission had exactly 
4,032 UMCOR Cleaning Kits onsite prepared and ready to 
go! 
With all three shipments, more than $400,000 worth 
of humanitarian and disaster relief supplies left Midwest 
Mission.
It is so amazing to see God at work in this place every day 
in small ways and BIG ways like this one.

The first load went 
to Northeast Iowa in 
Charles City, and the 

second load to Northwest Iowa in Hinton.
While filling the first load, Midwest Mission then received 
an unexpected donation of 33 UMCOR cleaning kits from 
the Mission Committee - UMC Dunes in Grand Haven, 
MI. These kits were then immediately put on a pallet and 
wrapped up to be put onto the second shipment for Iowa. 
To see God work his ways and provide in a time of need is 
just beautiful.
Please continue to pray for those being affected by these 
floods and to help Midwest Mission restock their shelves 
for the next natural disaster.

MIDWEST MISSION COMPLETED THREE SHIPMENTS IN A SINGLE DAY

Special request from Food for the Poor in Haiti
CHATHAM – Food For The Poor (FFP) reached 
out to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
March 4 with a request for 5-gallon buckets with 
screw tops or containers to store and transport 
water. 
FFP reported that they have a desperate need in 
Cornillon-Grand Bois, Haiti where a community 
of 80,000 is in need of relief with better access to 
water. At the moment there is a shortage of water 
and working wells that need attention that FFP is 
looking to address and support.  
They are working to provide new wells, better 
water pumps to the nearby wells, including battery 
energy storage for the solar units and assisting 
with water reservoirs. Below are pictured the 
communities using their diesel storage containers as 
water containers. 
Midwest Mission will be teaming up with C.L. Smith 

in St. Louis, Mo., to provide a container load of 
collapsible 5 Gallon to 5-Liter containers to help 
those in Cornillon-Grand Bois, Haiti trying to gain 
access to clean water. These containers are valued 
at about $9 apiece and C.L. Smith is working with 
Midwest Mission to get them at the cost of around 
$1.50. In addition, C.L. Smith will be donating the 
5-gallon buckets with screw tops. This shipment is 
scheduled to go out towards the end of this month. 
With that being said, Midwest Mission is asking for 
your help. Please send prayers and any donation you 
can offer to help God's people receive clean water. 
You can donate by visiting: https://app.mobilecause.
com/form/kkIsVg 

Here’s a brief recap of the situation on the ground 
provided from FFP:
For the past months the people of Cornillon-Grand 
Bois have been plagued by a severe water shortage. 

At least eight attempts have been made to dig for 
other water sources in the area without success. 
There are only three water sources currently in 
the area which cannot meet the huge demands of 
crowds that now accumulate at these sites hoping 
to receive water. One of them is a well at St. Vincent 
Hospital in the area. They try to distribute as much 
as they can however their well is small and their 
pump is underpowered. It takes 5 to 8 hours to 
fill a water truck that the state has provided in an 
attempt to distribute water to more needy areas. 
However, the truck frequently breaks down due to 
the poor conditions of the road causing torn tires 
and bent wheel hubs. The hospital is unable to serve 
all the crowds that reach their doors for water. 
Cornillon is also one of the few remaining places in 
Haiti with cholera; ten cases have been found in this 
location the past two weeks.

Work trip-Holy Week Pilgrimage to Dayspring UMC
EAST PEORIA  – The Kaskaskia River 

District will be conducting a mission work 
trip and Holy Week Pilgrimage to Dayspring 
UMC April 14-18.

The district is extending the invitation 
to others who would like the opportunity 
to do hands-on mission work within the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. The week 
will help this mission congregation improve 
their facility and wooded grounds while 
experiencing their unique culture and 
community of faith.

Kaskaskia River District Superintendent 
Carol Lakota Eastin is leading the trip and 
there will be daily opportunities to grow 
deeper to Christ during the week. Host pastor 
is the Rev. Danira Parra.

The week begins on Sunday, April 14. 
Participants have the option to journey to East 
Peoria after worship in their own congregation 
or may choose to join Dayspring for its 1:15 
p.m. worship service. An orientation session 
will be held Sunday evening. Work days will 
be April 15-18 with departure late Thursday 

afternoon or evening.
Participants will have the option of 

staying at Dayspring UMC on cots or staying 
in a local hotel.   Arrangements are being 
made for a group rate at a nearby East Peoria 
hotel.

Possible Projects include: completion 
of bathroom in unfinished lower level of the 
log cabin church; construction of an elevator 
shaft; clearing out of the trail to the creek 
and removal of honeysuckle from the edges 
of the meadow; and completion of the trim 
around windows and doors, and installation of 
baseboard in the lower level.

Cost for the week will be $100 per 
person. Grant funding is being sought to assist 
with materials and lodging.

Adults and high school aged youth if 
accompanied by chaperone. Project leaders 
with carpentry and plumbing skills are 
especially needed.

For more information, contact Eastin at 217-
722-4731, or email clakotaeastin@igrc.org 

Long-term disaster relief 
project in Virgin Islands

ST. CROIX, U.S. Virgin Islands  – St. Croix, located in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, was ravaged by back-to-back Category 5 hurricanes, 
Irma and Maria in September 2017. In response to this disaster, a 
partnership has been formed between United Methodist Volunteer in 
Mission, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and Lutheran 
Disaster Response. 

UMVIM teams are still needed to repair/rebuild homes for 
residents of the island. The focus of this effort is on homeowners who 
might otherwise fall between the cracks due to lack of insurance or 
inability to qualify for assistance. 

Teams will be needed now through December. This project consists 
of individual team members spending a minimum of 15 days on the 
island. We are also seeking team leaders able to recruit and organize 
team(s). 

Each team will be comprised of:
• A team leader who will provide team support and will serve as 

a liaison with FEMA and Lutheran Social Services. 
• Skilled volunteers with construction experience are needed; 

roofing experience is very beneficial.
• General helpers willing and able to assist in any way necessary.
• Team members must be able to perform strenuous work while 

being in the sun an average of eight hours each day. 
RELIEF CONTINUED ON  PAGE 5
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CHAMPAIGN – Mt. Vernon UMC 
near Champaign observed its third Blessing 
of the Tractors to bless the area farming 
community in the upcoming growing 
season.

The church is in a rural area north and 
west of Champaign, Illinois, and has been a 
center for worship for area farmers for over 
143 years.  A few members are descendents 
of the original congregation. Farming has 
always been a risk-filled profession as other 
types of harvesting, so this congregation 

has been holding a special day of blessing 
for farmers in the area and also invited 
area gardeners to bring seed and soil to be 
blessed.

After a blessing ceremony by Pastor 
Namoi Roberts, the members of the 
congregation provided a lunch to the 
participants.  The event was held at the 
Hensley Township Building which has a 
parking lot large enough to hold the dozen 
farm implements to be blessed.  There were 
also some antique tractors on display.

Mt. Vernon UMC observes 
Blessing of the Tractors

Tractors and other implements line up to be blessed at "Blessing of the Tractors." Photo by Dan Sherman

Photo by Phyllis GodwinLunch was served to farmers at "Blessing of the Tractors" ceremony. 

Photo by Dan Sherman
Pastor Naomi Roberts blessing soybeans for Lillian Neef.

Members of the Concord UMC of rural Carmi in the Cache River District have been donating 
canned goods and non-perishable items to the Mt. Vernon, Ind. Food Bank. When baskets and 
totes are full, Linda and Bill Hall make the delivery to the Food Bank. 
Another cause which the church supports is the Compassionate Center in Carmi, a collection 
center for clothes, hygiene items and small appliances. The Center is sponsored by the Carmi 
churches. Concord has been active in donating to this cause this year.
Much like the Food Bank, members are encouraged to bring selected items to the church 
and the items are placed in a basket to be taken later to the Center. Melissa Questell is the 
coordinator and publishes a list monthly for much needed items. People of the community may 
visit the center certain days and select items at no cost. 
The church feels blessed to participate in these much needed projects and continue to be 
faithful in its support of them.
Pictured are some of the church’s members in back, from left: Linda Hall, Phil Jackson, Jack 
Simmons, Patsy Jackson, Sheila Mobley. In front, from left: Janet Woolsey, Paula Dagley, 
Debbie Simmons, Mary Lou Mobley and David Mobley. Kneeling in front is Pastor Randy 
Douglass.

FEMA will provide round-trip airfare 
and $50 per diem for housing, food, and 
miscellaneous expenses. 

Each volunteer must bring his/her 
own twin bed sheets, pillow/pillowcase, 
and towels. Laundry facilities are available. 
There is a Kmart. UMVIM insurance 
is available if needed. The cost varies, 
depending on the coverage upon you 
select, but is very reasonable. Volunteers 
will be responsible for a registration fee of 
$85 covering the cost of a deposit, team 
money, and team t-shirt and money for 
optional weekend activities.

For more information  or to indicate 
your interest in serving, contact Wayne 
Jones at umvim@ms-umc.org or by phone 
at 225-596-5480 or Carolyn Nyholm at 
carolinejn66@gmail.com or by phone 
8-326-0188.

RELIEF CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 4

Photo courtesy of Marie Ackerman, Concord UMC

FOR MORE INFO:  www.peoriaciviccenter.com/home

LARNELLE      
   HARRIS

5-time Grammy and 

11-time Dove Award winner

WITH THE VOICES OF BETHEL
Guest vocalist Sarah Seymour, 

Peoria First UMC

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT OUR CONFERENCE OUR KIDS

 Let’s Get Fired Up!  Join Bishop Beard

Friday evening after AC2019 session for:
FRIDAY

JUNE
2019

7:30PM
PEORIA CIVIC 

CENTER

7

UNDERWRITTEN WITH GIFTS 
FROM: UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION LARSON 
TRUST, PEORIA FIRST UMC 
FOUNDATION, PREACHERS’ 
AID SOCIETY AND BENEFIT 

FUND, GFI DIGITAL

TICKETS 
ON SALE 
$25/$35
ALL TICKET SALES 
THROUGH TICKETMASTER
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Judicial Council to review General Conference actions
BY LINDA BLOOM

EVANSTON (UMNS) – Headline-making decisions by 
the legislative body of The United Methodist Church will be 
reviewed in a few weeks by the denomination’s top court. 
The United Methodist Judicial Council has posted its two-
item docket for the April 23-26 meeting in Evanston, Illinois, 
with a reminder of deadlines for request for oral hearings 
and brief submissions. 
As the special General Conference drew to a close on Feb. 
26, delegates approved a request that the top court review 
the Traditional Plan as amended. That plan would strengthen 
enforcement to prevent “self-avowed practicing homosexu-
als” from serving as clergy and would impose mandatory 
penalties on clergy who officiate at same-sex weddings.
During a Feb. 27 closed meeting following General Confer-
ence, the Council of Bishops decided to ask the Judicial 
Council to make a declaratory decision on the constitu-
tionality of Petition 90066, also adopted by GC2019. The 
petition outlines procedures for local churches to disaffiliate 
from the denomination and retain property.
This will not be the first time the Judicial Council has ruled 
on the legislation in question.
When the court met last October, it reviewed two of the 
plans — the Traditional Plan and the One Church Plan — 
that would come before General Conference 2019. In Deci-
sion 1366, the court found seven petitions and parts of two 
others unconstitutional in the 17 implementing petitions of 
the Traditional Plan.
The October ruling mainly focused on due process and the 

principle of legality. That principle “means that all individuals 
and entities are equally bound by church law,” the decision 
said, and the law was to be applied fairly at all levels of the 
connection.
On the morning of Feb. 26, before GC2019 ended, the 
Judicial Council again ruled on the Traditional Plan’s peti-
tions — along with two “exit plans” for disaffiliation from 
the denomination — following a request from the General 
Conference legislative committee. In Decision 1377, the 
court deemed nine petitions unconstitutional and one other 
petition partially unconstitutional.
In addition to disaffiliation, those petitions dealt with subjects 
such as episcopal accountability and responsibilities, composi-
tion of boards of ordained ministry and the examination of 
candidates for ministry by the boards of ordained ministry.
Legislative tracking of the Traditional Plan petitions flagged 
again by Judicial Council during the February General 
Conference shows that Petitions 90033, 90034, 90035 and 
90037 were amended before being adopted. 
Petition 90033 allows a voting majority of the Council of 
Bishops to retire a bishop “with or without their consent” 
and Petition 90034 allows a voting majority of the council to 
put any bishop in “involuntary leave status.” Petition 90035 
establishes a “council relations committee” for the Council of 
Bishops in order to hold individual bishops accountable. 
Petition 90037, on nominees for conference boards of 
ordained ministry, stipulates that the nominees must certify 
their intent to uphold, enforce and maintain the Book of 
Discipline related to ordination and marriage of self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals and that the bishops must certify 

they have nominated such individuals.
Three other petitions found unconstitutional by Judicial 
Council — 90038, 90039 and 90040 —were adopted by 
GC2019 as originally submitted. 
Petition 90038 says the conference board of ordained minis-
try must examine whether a ministry candidate is practicing 
homosexual. Petition 90039 requires the annual conference 
to certify that a bishop made proper nominations of ministry 
candidates, and Petition 90040 requires conference certifica-
tion that a bishop only nominated members to serve on 
the ordained ministry board who will enforce disciplinary 
prohibitions against homosexuality.
Judicial Council also had found unconstitutional a sentence of 
Petition 90045, which focuses on the just resolution process. 
GC2019 delegates rejected Petition 90059, a disaffiliation 
plan cited earlier as unconstitutional by Judicial Council.
Petition 90066, also considered in Decision 1377, would 
create a new paragraph, 2553, at the end of the chapter 
on church property in the Book of Discipline, allowing local 
churches “to disaffiliate from the denomination for reasons 
of conscience …” if there was a change in church law over 
issues of homosexuality.
But the petition sidesteps mandatory annual conference rati-
fication, a constitutional requirement through Paragraph 33, 
the Judicial Council ruled. “If an annual conference is to play a 
vital role in planting new churches and ministries, it must also 
be given a role in the disaffiliation process of local churches 
within its boundaries,” Decision 1377 said.
Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist News 
Service and is based in New York.

Reactions to General Conference include defiance, talk of split
BY SAM HODGES

DALLAS (UMNS) – Before last month’s 
special called General Conference in St. Louis, the 
Rev. Mitchell Boone had participated in same-sex 
weddings, but he hadn’t violated the United Methodist 

Book of Discipline by performing one.
He’s willing now, despite the risk of getting 

charged under church law. The denomination’s top 
lawmaking assembly’s vote to continue bans on same-
sex weddings and ordination of gay clergy— and 
strengthen enforcement— pushed Boone to a new place.

“My commitment to a fully inclusive church will 
not waver going forward,” he wrote to the church he 
leads, Dallas’ White Rock United Methodist Church.

By a vote of 438-384, General Conference 
delegates adopted the Traditional Plan, and resistance 
to that vote continues. It’s taking different forms and 
drawing in people who haven’t spoken out before.

Among those watching the drama unfold have 
been United Methodists with a history of defying 
official restrictions on LGBTQ participation.

“It’s very heartening to see the outpouring of 
support,” said the Rev. Austin L. Adkinson, part of the 
United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus and pastor of 
Haller Lake United Methodist Church in Seattle.

Traditionalist-minded pastors, 
such as the Rev. Chris Ritter, are 
observing, too. Ritter’s website 
tracking the fallout from General 
Conference has received about 
100,000 hits in March, he said.

 “I believe we are watching the 
stages of grief play out before our eyes 

in the reaction of our brothers and sisters who wanted 
to see church teachings changed,” Ritter said.

Resistance to the Book of Discipline has long 
been pronounced in the Western Jurisdiction— 
where the Rev. Karen Oliveto, a lesbian married to 
another woman, was elected bishop in 2016. Now that 
resistance is spreading to other parts of the U.S. as well 
as to Europe.

In the Iowa Conference, more than 1,100 clergy 
and laity signed a statement lamenting the harm done 
to LGBTQ people by the General Conference action 

and promising they will to no longer abide by the 
restrictions on ordination and same-sex weddings.

Clergy signees specifically said, “we will take the 
authority to perform marriages, with respect to our 
consciences and not to the Book of Discipline.”

The Rev. Katie Dawson, a General Conference 
delegate and one who has worked often with 
traditionalist clergy and laity on denominational 
committees and boards, added her name.

“As I have listened to a number of folks who 
are most harmed by our current legislative stance in 
the Book of Discipline, I keep hearing that silence is 
complicity,” said Dawson, pastor of Immanuel United 
Methodist Church in Des Moines. “I feel I can’t be 
silent anymore.”

In Raleigh, North Carolina, the Rev. Jason Butler 
announced his willingness to do same-sex weddings. 
He’s also organized a petition drive of North Carolina 
Conference clergy and laity asking Bishop Hope 
Morgan Ward and her cabinet to stand with them in 
resisting implementation of the Traditional Plan.

“We want to build power, relational power, to 
create a movement that puts pressure on the leaders 
of our conference to publicly stand against this and 
refuse to implement its rules,” said Butler, pastor of 
Open Table United Methodist Church.

More than 300 clergy in the Michigan Conference 
signed a letter to their episcopal leader, Bishop David 
Bard, saying they will not abide by LGBTQ-related 
restrictions in church law. The letter also urged 
that the conference’s Board of Ordained Ministry 
recommend qualified candidates for ministry 
regardless of sexual orientation.

Clergy and laity of the Wisconsin Conference 
drafted their own letter, titled “Sacred Resistance and 
Call of Action.”

At Dallas’ Northaven United Methodist Church 
— long a part of the Reconciling Ministries Network 
that has tried to change church restrictions on LGBTQ 

 Photo courtesy of Saint Mark United Methodist Church.
A banner with a message of inclusion and a rainbow flag fly outside Saint Mark 
United Methodist Church in Atlanta. Resistance continues to passage of the 
Traditional Plan at last month’s special called General Conference in St. Louis.
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Reactions to General Conference include defiance, talk of split
participation — the Rev. Marti Soper shared a nine-
part response to General Conference.

Along with covering “United Methodist” on the 
church’s sign, Northaven has chosen to place in escrow 
its apportionment funds. She said a church committee 
will review the decision in May.

King Avenue United Methodist Church in 
Columbus, Ohio, another Reconciling Ministries 
Network congregation, also has put its apportionment 
payments into escrow. The Rev. John Keeny, pastor, 
said it was a protest of General Conference but also a 
response to frustration in the congregation.

“Every General Conference we lose members, 
we lose pledges with the exclusionary language of the 
Discipline,” he said. “This year it was pretty clear that 
unless we did something we would lose more persons 
and more pledges.”

In the Great Plains Conference, the Rev. John R. 
Collins drafted a resolution for the upcoming annual 
conference gathering, calling for no funds to be 
expended for background investigations, complaints, 
just resolutions or clergy trials related to LGBTQ 
ordination or marriage.

He started a petition in support of the resolution 
and collected about 350 signatures over a few hours.

“We’ve had people from other conferences ask to 
borrow the (resolution) form, so I’m encouraged by 
that,” said Collins, who with his wife, the Rev. Jennifer 
Collins, leads First United Methodist Church in 
Abilene, Kansas.

A petition drive in Norway calls for creation of a 
committee to explore how LGBTQ United Methodists 
there can have full equality in marriage and 
ordination, even if that might mean, as a last resort, 
the Norway Conference leaves the denomination. 
The effort was inspired by similar action by United 
Methodists in Denmark, said Ole-Einar Andersen, a 
lay member in Trondheim, Norway.

The Rev. Ole Birch of Denmark estimated that 

90 percent of the United Methodists in that country 
oppose the Traditional Plan.

“Some are sad, some are angry,” he said. “The 
annual conference will look at a proposal to set up a 
‘Commission on a Better Way Forward’ to investigate 
how we can become a nondiscriminatory church 
inside or outside the UMC.”

Meanwhile, the executive committee of The 
United Methodist Church in Germany unanimously 
backed a statement saying that “the stipulations of the 
Traditional Plan are not acceptable for our church.”

Some churches in the U.S. continue to display 
rainbow banners or drape the “United Methodist” 
in their signs with rainbow materials. Hyde Park 
Community United Methodist Church in Cincinnati 
is among the latest denominational groups to take 
out a newspaper advertisement expressing grief to 
the LGBTQ community for the results of General 
Conference 2019.

Along with protesting, at least a few clergy 
unhappy with how General Conference went are 
exploring new futures for their churches.

The Rev. Sid Hall, pastor of Trinity Church in 
Austin, Texas, said he’s gotten 10 to 12 calls from 
United Methodist pastors eager to know about his 
church’s experience in dual affiliation with The United 
Methodist Church and the more LGBTQ-inclusive 
United Church of Christ.

For the Rev. Rudy Rasmus, who leads St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in Houston — a 
congregation about one-third LGBTQ — all options 
are on the table. He’s waiting to see if the Judicial 
Council again rules unconstitutional a disaffiliation or 
“gracious exit” plan for churches that was approved at 
General Conference.

Rasmus’ specific question relates to St. John’s: 
“Would gracious exit apply to a now predominantly 
black church that historically was a white church that 
happens to be located on some of the most valuable 

land in the downtown area of the third-largest city in 
America?”

The Reconciling Ministries Network reports 
gaining 18 new churches and communities and more 
than 3,000 individuals since the General Conference 
in St. Louis.

The traditionalist Wesleyan Covenant Association 
has seen an “uptick” in church membership and lots of 
inquiries, said its president, the Rev. Keith Boyette.

“The responses that have been on the traditional 
side have not been of the dramatic public expression 
— newspaper ads and those sorts of things,” he said. 
“More, it’s been the conversation that occurs among 
people, (asking) ‘How can we continue to be invested 
in a church that is this broken?’”

David Reed, Memphis Conference lay leader and 
chair of its General Conference delegation, is another 
traditionalist who thinks the St. Louis gathering and 
its aftermath underscore the need for considering 
denominational restructuring or division.

“I think I hear leaders on both sides of the 
conversation saying we’ve got to find a way not to 
continue to work in conflict with each other,” he said.

Retired Bishop Will Willimon 
is feeling for active bishops — most 
of whom supported the failed One 
Church Plan, which would have given 
U.S. churches and conferences leeway 
on same-sex unions and ordination of 
gay clergy — as they grapple with the 
divide.

“I hope this maybe can be seen as an opportunity 
and a blessing to learn what the law cannot do and 
only the gospels can do, and to learn that the bishop’s 
real authority is not the power to enforce the rules 
of the Discipline,” he said. “Our authority is like a 
pastor’s authority. It’s influential.”

Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist 
News Service.

Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS
Bishops confer over the issue of whether the legislative committee can refer 
items to the denomination's Judicial Council for review during the 2019 United 
Methodist General Conference in St. Louis. Clockwise from lower left are 
Bishops Thomas Bickerton, John Schol, David Bard, Julius C. Trimble and 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey. 

Questions about task force  
ricocheting around church
BY KATHY GILBERT

The integrity of The United Methodist Church’s 
lawmaking body will be the focus of a special task force 
digging into possible voting improprieties at the recent 2019 
General Conference.

Some are already questioning whether members of the 
Commission on the General Conference can fairly investigate, 
since the commission credentials and oversees voting at 
General Conference. The 12-member task force has been 
authorized to negotiate with auditing firms to help with the 
work.

Debate is ricocheting around the church about whether 
an independent group is needed for a completely transparent 
investigation.

Uniting Methodists, a group supporting unity of The 
United Methodist Church, called for an “open-book process” 
for the investigation in a statement.

“With all due respect for the commission’s work, given 
the serious nature of accusations related to voting at the 
highly polarized St. Louis session, the circumstances require 
an independent investigation,” the statement reads. More 
than 800 delegates aimed to set the denomination’s direction 
in its longtime debate over homosexuality during the special 
General Conference.

New York Area Bishop Thomas Bickerton, a member of 
the Commission on the General Conference and a member 
of the task force that will be looking into potential voting 
irregularities, said integrity is also his primary concern.

“It is disappointing to think there has been any kind of 

impropriety whatsoever,” he told United Methodist News 
Service.

He also pointed out the task force has not had its first 
meeting yet.

“When the committee organizes and begins to 
discern what direction to take, I believe they will give full 
consideration to whatever it takes to find out the full truth, 
which may include an independent investigation,” he said.

Duncan McMillan, commission chair, voiced similar 
sentiments.

“The commission is deeply committed to ensuring the 
integrity of the legislative process and we take seriously our 
responsibility to look into this matter fully. Once we have 
completed a thorough review, we will consider next steps,” 
McMillan said.

The task force was formed after revelations of potential 
voting irregularities at the lawmaking assembly. Delegates 
there adopted the Traditional Plan, which reinforces the 
denomination’s bans on same-sex weddings and “self-avowed 
practicing” gay clergy while adding enforcement measures.

The Rev. Gary Graves, secretary of the Commission on 
the General Conference, has said the number of ineligible 
voters was too slim to affect the outcome of the vote on the 
Traditional Plan or the defeat of the One Church Plan. The 
One Church plan would have left questions of marriage up to 
individual clergy and churches, and ordination up to annual 
conferences.

However, a vote that would allow churches, within 
limitation, to leave the denomination while keeping church 

property was decided by a two-vote margin. Graves said since 
voting is by secret ballot, it is unknown if the possible ineligible 
voters supported a particular outcome.

Mike McCurry, who was former President Bill Clinton’s 
press secretary and a 2004 and 2008 General Conference 
delegate, also said integrity is crucial.

“I believe it is important to have confidence in the 
integrity of the General Conference. That said, I don’t believe 
this is some ‘back door’ way to overturn the recent decision of 
the General Conference,” said McCurry, now a veteran political 
strategist who also teaches at Wesley Theological Seminary.

A New York Times article named the sons of two different 
bishops, East Congo Area Bishop Gabriel Unda and South 
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National News

BY JIM PATTERSON
United Methodist News Service

No “poor, poor pitiful me” or “what am I going to do 
now?” complaints have reached the ears of the disaster 
response coordinator for the Great Plains Conference, 
despite Nebraska suffering widespread flooding.

“You know, small town USA rallies around each 
other,” said the Rev. Hollie Tapley. “They’re helping one 
another. They’re taking care of one another.”

So far, Nebraska has taken the worst of the bad 
flooding that also touched or still threatens six other states 
— Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota 
and Missouri. And more may be coming. 

“My fear is that before it is all over with, 100 percent 
of (Nebraska) will have been affected by this flood, or by 
snow falling into already full rivers and creeks,” Tapley 
said. “And then it all is just going to run downstream.”

At least three deaths from flooding in the Midwest are 
confirmed, and President 
Donald Trump approved 
federal disaster assistance 
for Nebraska, reported 
NBC.

The trouble started 
when a “bomb cyclone” 
struck the north central 
U.S. the second week of 
March. A bomb cyclone 
is like a cyclone on 

steroids, according to PBS. It occurs when there is rapid 
atmospheric pressure drop over a 24-hour period.

Unexpected helpers have been turning up in 
Nebraska so regularly that Tapley started cataloguing them 
in her head as “God moments.”

Among the God moments was the appearance of a 
young man who drove up with a tractor and offered to help.

“He put people in the scoop part and raised them up 
to dry land,” Tapley said. 

There was also the donation of gallons of Shockwave, 
which is used to fight mold in homes that have been 

flooded. Cowboys from a 
nearby rodeo volunteered 
to round up a thousand 
head of cattle for a local 
rancher, who had lost 
them when fencing was 
damaged by floodwater. 
Volunteers also repaired 
the fence.

“We were looking at some damage at the church 
yesterday and trying to figure out how to fix it and how to 
take care of it before we leave, and a local came up, saw us 
and he said, ‘I’ll take care of all of that.’ Not even a church 
person.

“It’s like, you have a need or you think a need, and 
somebody walks in the door and has it. Being in the 
presence in Christ and being in the presence of The United 
Methodist Church is powerful, and we see God in every 
corner.”

The Great Plains Conference received a $10,000 grant 
from the United Methodist Committee on Relief, which 
is looking at further support of relief efforts there, as well 
as assessing needs in the Iowa, Dakotas, Wisconsin and 
Mountain Sky conference. UMCOR is also providing 
Emergency Response Team “Train the Trainer” courses in 
Iowa.

WISCONSIN
In Wisconsin, a disaster response coordinator says it 

appears the worst may have passed.
“The floods were caused by quick melting of snow 

and ice when temperatures dropped (March 15),” said Bud 
Budzinski. “A lot of water levels are closer to normal now, 
but north Wisconsin had record snow and there is still 
a lot of snow that has not melted yet. If the weather gets 
warm and it rains, that could make the snow melt really 
fast. A gradual melt should not affect us.”

DAKOTAS
In the Dakotas Conference, community members 

were placing sandbags and removing as much ice and 

snow as they could in anticipation of floods that may 
arrive the week of March 24, when high temperatures may 
melt snow and ice in the mountains.

“We do have roads that are closed, but they are not in 
major thoroughfares,” said Doreen Gosmire, director of 
communications at the Dakotas Conference.

IOWA 
The entire town of Hornick, Iowa, had to be 

evacuated, including the Rev. Catie Newman, pastor 
of Hornick United Methodist Church and a disaster 
coordinator for the Iowa Conference, and her husband 
John. Her home was flooded, as was her church next door.

“We moved back in (March 19), when the city said 
the septic system was up and we could come back,” she 
said. “We got our hot water and heat today, so we’re 
excited.”

Every home in Hornick, which has about 125 
households, has some kind of water issue, Newman said. 

“Many of them have crawl spaces that run along the 
Missouri River bottom,” she said. “They got water in their 
crawl spaces. The problem was exacerbated by the fact 
that the ground was frozen and what would have normally 
soaked in or run off couldn’t, because of the frozen ground 
and then the high volume of water coming.”

Hundreds of volunteers are contributing to recovery 
efforts, as did the Red Cross, Salvation Army, Woodbury 
County and the sheriff ’s department, Newman said.

“These folks are very resilient,” Newman said. 

Patterson is a United Methodist News Service reporter 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Contact him at 615-742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org.

Flood victims savor 
‘God moments’

Photo by Arthur McClanahan, Iowa Conference. 
The Revs. Terra Amundson (left) and Catie Newman of the Iowa Conference discuss church response 
to flooding in the Missouri River basin in Hornick, Iowa. Amundson is superintendent of the 
Southwest District and Newman is disaster response coordinator for the conference. 

HOW TO HELP
To make a donation 
directly to UMCOR’s 
US Disaster Response, 
use Advance #901670

APPEALS COURT BACKS TAX-FREE CLERGY HOUSING
BY KATHY L. GILBERT AND HEATHER HAHN
United Methodist News Service

Retiring at 65 with no home equity and taking out a 30-year 
mortgage for the first time is a reality for many United 
Methodist retired pastors like the Rev. Harold Burkett, who 
lived in a parsonage when he first started his ministry. 
The news of a U.S. federal court ruling assuring clergy can 
keep getting housing allowances tax-free is a blessing, he said.
Burkett said living in a parsonage meant he had no 
opportunity to create equity for retirement and while the 
parsonage wasn’t income, it was considered part of his 
clergy compensation. He was also required to pay social 
security tax on the value of the parsonage at the higher 
self-employed rate.
“The possibility of establishing funds for a retirement home 
was very limited for some,” he said. “I was blessed to have 
made a decent wage and could do some saving along the 
way.” He retired from Sanctuary United Methodist Church 
in North Wales, Pennsylvania, in 2003.
In a unanimous decision released March 15, three judges 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit reversed 
a 2017 federal court ruling. The lower court had found 
that the tax exemption amounted to an unconstitutional 
establishment of religion.
The appeals court concluded the 1954 law is constitutional, 
saying the law “has a secular legislative purpose, its principal 

effect is neither to endorse nor to inhibit religion, and it 
does not cause excessive government entanglement.” The 
ruling also noted that Congress has provided federal tax 
exemptions for religious organizations as far back as 1802.
“The housing allowance helps with this financial burden late 
in life. We always lived in a parsonage and have been retired 
for 13 years,” said the Rev. John C. Nesbitt of Myerstown, 
Pennsylvania.
Two United Methodist agencies – the General Council 
on Finance and Administration and Wespath Benefits and 
Investments – were part of an amicus brief filed by the Church 
Alliance in support of the housing allowance tax exemption. 
The Church Alliance is an interfaith coalition of the chief 
executive officers of 37 religiously affiliated benefit programs.
In their argument, attorneys for the Church Alliance said 
ministers who arranged their affairs based on the tax rules 
would find “their circumstances severely straitened, and 
their hopes for an adequate retirement jeopardized.”
Wespath general counsel Andy Hendren said the decision 
brings “much needed security” to thousands of clergy of all 
faith traditions across America.
“The Church Alliance brief argued that the cash housing 
allowance for clergy is a constitutionally permitted 
accommodation of religion. This is particularly true when 
viewed in the context of the exclusion for in-kind clergy 
housing, i.e., parsonages, and the exclusion of employer-

provided housing from employees’ incomes in numerous 
secular circumstances,” Hendren said. 
“We were very pleased to see our arguments embraced by 
the court of appeals,” he added. 
Hendren is treasurer of the Church Alliance and Barbara 
Boigegrain, top executive of Wespath, is on the steering 
committee for the organization.
Under the 1954 federal law, a “minister of the gospel” 
doesn’t pay income taxes on compensation designated 
as housing allowance. The Internal Revenue Service has 
traditionally interpreted “minister” broadly to encompass 
rabbis, imams and other religious leaders.
The Freedom from Religion Foundation, based in 
Madison, Wisconsin, sued the IRS and argued that the law 
discriminates against secular employees.
The alliance argued, among other things, that congregations 
have come to depend on the nearly 65-year-old tax 
provision.
If the law was held unconstitutional, the brief said, “churches 
that acted in reliance on this statute — and on the century 
and a half of constitutional jurisprudence that supported it 
— would be trapped.”
The ruling does not deal with parsonages, which have been 
tax-free since the United States enacted the federal income 
tax in 1913.
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ATTACKS HAMPER EBOLA EFFORTS IN CONGO
BY PHILIPPE KITUKA LOLONGA

BENI, Congo (UMNS) – East Congo Bishop Gabriel 
Yemba Unda said he is concerned by the latest attacks by 
armed groups on Ebola treatment centers in the Congo.
“I invite the entire community of Beni and Ituri to help the 
response teams on the ground to eradicate this deadly 
disease and also avoid violence at Ebola treatment centers,” 
Unda said.
The attacks come as The United Methodist Church and 
others continue to fight a growing epidemic that has killed 
nearly 600 people since the outbreak began in August.  
According to the Associated Press, a fourth assault on 
a health center was reported on March 14. The incident 
followed an earlier weekend attack that left a police officer 
dead and three health officials injured.
World Health Organization Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who recently returned from a 
three-day visit to the Congo, told the AP that the attacks 
threaten to reverse the gains being made against the 
outbreak.
It is the second-largest Ebola outbreak in history, surpassed 
only by the 2014-16 West Africa outbreak that killed more 
than 11,000 people.
According to the most recent WHO reports, the number 
of Ebola cases in the Congo is at 951, with 886 confirmed 
and 65 probable cases, and 598 deaths.
The United Methodist Church in eastern Congo has lost 
more than 80 members in Beni and Ituri, said the Rev. 
Ezekiel Mathe, Beni District superintendent.
The wife of a district superintendent also has died from 

Ebola after accompanying her husband on evangelism 
missions in the region, said Pierre Kambali, a member of 
Mangango United Methodist Church.
“I pray for God to put end to this disease of Ebola in the 
region because it’s a loss for The United Methodist Church,” 
Mathe said.
He said the outbreak has resulted in low attendance at 
United Methodist churches as the faithful fear coming into 
contact with the disease. And district superintendents and 
evangelists in the villages have been unable to reach areas of 
Beni because of insecurity.
Emile Usungu Ulangi, a lay leader in the Beni District, said 
the persistence of the disease in the region is due to several 
factors, including the insecurity caused by armed groups in 

the region, resistance from some in the 
population to recognize the disease, 
and a reluctance to trust health 
workers.  
Following the recent attacks on the 
Ebola treatment centers in North 
Kivu, some partners have suspended 
humanitarian efforts, including Doctors without Borders.
The medical relief organization said doctors with the group 
were targeted in two recent attacks in Katwa on Feb. 
24 and Butembo on Feb. 27. Doctors Without Borders 
suspended operations in both areas, but announced that 
it will continue its Ebola-related activities in other cities in 
North Kivu and the neighboring province of Ituri.
Dr. Damas Lushima, general coordinator of health for The 
United Methodist Church in East Congo, said the church 
is continuing to raise awareness in affected and unaffected 
areas in the region in partnership with the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministires’ Global Health unit 
and nonprofit Harper Hill Global.
He said that the church may need to shift its awareness 
campaign to reach those people who don’t believe in the 
Ebola virus and to help those who have contracted the 
disease integrate back into society.
“As there is persistence of Ebola in Beni and its 
surroundings,” Lushima said, “I’m forced to double the 
efforts on awareness to break the pockets of resistance of 
this deadly disease.”
Kituka Lolonga is a communicator in the Kivu Conference.

BY LINDA BLOOM AND JOAO SAMBO 

United Methodists are starting to respond to those 
affected by Cyclone Idai, which left devastation in parts 
of three African countries and killed 500 people, with 
hundreds more still missing.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief has 
allocated three $10,000 grants for immediate, emergency 
short-term funding to meet basic human needs in 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi. Those needs include 
water transportation and storage for drinking, cooking 
and personal and domestic hygiene, along with temporary 
shelter.

“We’re assessing and working with our disaster 
management coordinator in the field,” said Laurie W. Felder, 
UMCOR’s director of international disaster response.

Cyclone Idai made landfall near Beira, the fourth-
largest city in Mozambique, on March 14. Over the next 
week, Idai left a path of destruction in Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi. 

High levels of poverty in the region make the cyclone’s 
impact much worse, said Isabel Apawo Phiri, one of the top 
executives of the World Council of Churches, who was born 
in Malawi.

“We feel saddened by the news of so many people who 
have lost their lives in Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
through this cyclone, and many more people have been 
displaced,” she said.

Disruptions in communications channels have made it 
hard for United Methodist leaders to reach each other and 
their membership.

The Rev. Jacob Jenhuro, episcopal assistant in the 
Mozambique North Conference, had not been in touch with 
the office of Bishop Joaquina Filipe Nhanala until March 21. 
“We have no idea about how much rain we can still have, 
but we have received so much water that many houses (and) 
infrastructure including roads, bridges are still submerged,” 
he reported when he reached the office staff. 

Thousands of families in the Sofala, Zambézia, Manica 
and Inhambane provinces of Mozambique are among the 
displaced. 

Respeito Chirrinze, UMCOR’s disaster management 

coordinator in Mozambique, told United Methodist News 
Service that the $10,000 grant would help meet needs in the 
communities in Nicoadala and Gondola. “Because there is 
aid being channeled to Sofala and Manica, many nonprofit 
organizations seem to be forgetting other areas where people 
are isolated but in need of assistance, too,” he said.

A campaign for donations has been launched 
throughout The United Methodist Church in the 
Mozambique Episcopal 
Area, Chirrinze noted.

“People in the 
affected areas have no 
potable water, so we 
need water purifiers, 
we need mosquito nets, 
we need medicine, we 
need school supplies, 
we need everything – 
including funds that 
will enable us purchase 
those items that we 
cannot bring from our 
own home,” he said.

But assessing both 
immediate and long-term needs is difficult, especially with 
communication systems weak or inoperable. 

“It is estimated that more than 347,000 people are at risk 
because some are in isolated areas, others on trees, some because 
they have not been eating for many days,” Chirrinze said.

“People are surviving under inhuman conditions,” he 
added.

At the bishop’s office, all conference officers decided 
to donate 10 percent of their salaries in March to support 
the needs of the survivors. At Malanga United Methodist 
Church, an inner-city congregation in Maputo, the 
Mozambique Christian Council will hold a solidarity 
worship service on March 22 and those attending will bring 
items to support those in affected areas.

A concert at the Malanga church, organized by young 
people, also will solicit donations for cyclone survivors. 
Some ships have been receiving donations in Maputo harbor 

to take to survivors in Beira and Chimoio.
Zimbabwe church members were affected in hard-hit 

areas, such as the Rusitu Valley Circuit. The Rev. Gift 
Kufazvineyi and his parsonage are on higher ground, so 
he was spared, but others were not.

“I have done my assessment,” he reported. “Three 
members are missing, houses of members destroyed are 
many and I have not managed to complete the assessment 

because some of the areas are inaccessible. Many members 
do not have any food, clothes or blankets, which all have 
been swept away by rains.” 

The Rev. Simon Matende, Chibuwe Rimbi Circuit, said 
he had to leave his vehicle at the parsonage and walked 
11 kilometers to the nearest station to access transport to 
Mutare because water was everywhere. The homes of church 
members were destroyed, he said. 

The United Methodist Church in Zimbabwe “has 
responded wholesomely” to the crisis, said the Rev. Alan 
Masimba Gurupira, assistant to Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa. 
The UMCOR grant “will go a long way to respond towards 
provision of temporary shelter, food and water supplies,” he 
added.
Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist 
News Service and Joao Sambo is a UMNS correspondent in 
Mozambique. Communicators Chenayi Kumuterera and 
Kudzai Chingwe from Zimbabwe contributed to this report.

UMCOR grants aid initial cyclone response

UMNS photo by Justine Tchongo
A fire smolders at a former Ebola treatment center in the 
Munguredjipa Health Zone west of Butembo, Congo.

Photo by Siphiwe Sibeko, Reuters News Service
A child is transported inside an empty refrigerator during 
floods after Cyclone Idai, in Buzi, outside Beira, Mozambique. 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief has allocated three 
$10,000 grants for immediate, emergency short-term funding 
to meet basic human needs of those affected in Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi. 

HOW TO HELP
Give to the work of 
UMCOR by texting 
UMCOR to 91999. 

To make a donation to 
UMCOR’s International  
Disaster Response, use 
Advance #982450.
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Mission team leadership 
training
BLOOMINGTON – Bloomington Wesley 
UMC is hosting a Mission Team Leader 
Training held by Rev. Tammy Kuntz, NCJ VIM 
Coordinator on Friday, May 18, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.
The workshop will share best practices in 
leading a mission team whether it be in the U.S. 
or around the world. You will discover ways to 

keep your mission team safe as you help them 
connect with people. Whether you are building, 
teaching, providing medical care, offering 
workshops or responding to a natural disaster 
to help people pick up the pieces of their 
lives, there are ways your mission team may 
accomplish a task while doing “no harm”.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
missiontltrainings 

Making a Good Move Workshop
SPRINGFIELD – ALL clergy that are receiving 
a new appointment are expected to be present 

at this seminar along with representatives of 
their new church/charge.
The “Making a Good Move” event will take 
place on May 17-18, at the Crowne Plaza in 
Springfield. The workshop will begin Friday 
afternoon at 3:30 pm and continue until 8 
p.m. that evening. Dinner will be provided. 
On Saturday, a light breakfast will be offered 
beginning at 8 a.m. and the workshop will 
conclude at noon.
There is no charge for this workshop; however, 
you will need to make your own arrangements 
for lodging. We anticipate that the receiving 
congregation(s) will care for the lodging and 
mileage reimbursements.
The Crowne Plaza has reserved a block of 
rooms for $112 per night. Call the hotel (217-
529-7777) and identify yourself as part of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference group. 
Deadline is May 1.
Register online at: https://www.igrc.org/
goodmove 

Self-Care Retreat
CARLINVILLE – The Office of Pastoral Care 
and Counseling's annual Self-Care Retreat will 
be May 19-21 at Lake Williamson Christian 
Retreat Center in Carlinville.
The two-night, three-day retreat will center 
on four immersion prayer experiences off 
clergy and/or clergy spouses the opportunity 
to explore spiritual disciplines that attendees 
either haven't tried or would like to know more 
about.
Registration includes four tiers based upon 
rooming requests. There is also a commuter 
rate for those living nearby.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
selfcare2019 

Candidacy Retreat Aug. 16-17
SPRINGFIELD – Candidacy Retreats for 
persons wishing to become certified candidates 
for ministry will be Aug. 16-17, at the Chiara 
Center in Springfield. The retreat will run from 
1 p.m. Friday to 6 p.m. Saturday. Lodging will 
be at the Chiara Center and is included in the 
registration.
The retreat enables participants to worship 
together, have a chance to ask questions and 
learn about call, learn about the process of 
ordained ministry and meet with mentor 
groups.
Cost is $325 (includes lodging, meals and 
psychological assessment)
Prerequisites (for more information see: https://

www.igrctheboard.com/candidates-page)

• Approval of your District Superintendent
• Read and discuss The Christian as Minister 

with their pastor, campus minister or other 
clergy

• Write a letter to DS describing your call 
to ministry and requesting an appointment 
to discuss your call and complete required 
paperwork

Required for all candidates for ministry: licensed 
local pastor, deacon or elder
For more information, contact Kathy Crozier 
at kathycrozier@outlook.com, who serves 
the IGRC Board of Ministry as its vocational 
discernment coordinator.
Registration deadline is: Aug. 9.

Beautiful U Girls' Conference
TROY – The Beautiful U Girls Conference is 
a one-day event on April 6 designed to help 
teenage girls understand their worth in Christ. 
This event, attended by teen girls, moms and or 
female ministry leaders is held at Troy UMC.
Speaker for the event is Jill Winslow.
Read more and register at: http://
harvestministryteams.com/event/beautiful-u-
girls-conference/ 

The Well
TROY – Dr. Hal Hamilton will be leading two 
seminars for those who serve in student and 
children’s ministry. The Well is designed to 
encourage and equip those who work with the 
next generation through the local church. 
Friday, May 3 – Troy UMC
9 a.m. – 12:30 pm
This event focuses on church staff youth 
workers. It will include session with Hal and Q 
& A.
http://harvestministryteams.com/event/
largechurchyouthworkers/ 

Saturday, May 4 – Effingham Centenary 
UMC
9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
This event focus on student ministry and 
children’s ministry workers and volunteers. It 
includes sessions with Hal and breakouts led by 
other leaders.
http://harvestministryteams.com/event/
the-well-for-local-church-next-gen-ministry-
leaders/ 

For more information or to register over the 
phone, contact Tim Price (618-541-8291)

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 2

33. Make sure the pastor’s spouse and children, 
if applicable, are invited to Sunday School 
and other appropriate small groups.

34. Continue to remember your new pastor and 
family in your daily prayers.

Help the new pastor become familiar with 
the congregation

35. Introduce yourself to the pastor repeatedly! 
You have one name to learn; your pastor has 
many names to learn.

36. Wear name tags. Even if name tags are not 
a tradition, the congregation can wear them 
for a few weeks to help the pastor learn 
names.

37. Provide a current pictorial directory of all 
the church members, if available.

38. Provide an up-to-date list of all church 
committees and officers.

39. Provide the new pastor with a tour of 
where things are kept inside the church and 
perhaps a floor plan of the facilities.

40. Orient the new pastor to information 

systems and the way records are kept.
41. Make sure the pastor has a list of home 

bound or nursing home members, a list of 
those struggling with long term illness, and a 
list of those still in grief over recent deaths in 
the family. Better yet, take the pastor for an 
introduction to each of these households.

42. Have an appropriate person offer to go with 
the pastor for introductions and support 
if there are particularly urgent pastoral 
situations (a member near death or the 
family of a member who has just died).

43. Have a lay official offer to take the pastor to 
meet church members in their businesses 
or other work settings, if they are easily 
accessible.

44. Offer to help arrange small group sessions to 
meet and talk with the congregation.

45. Create a “church yellow pages’” (a list of 
people in the church who have specific skills 
that a newcomer may find beneficial…. auto 
mechanic, doctor, dentist, dry cleaners, book 
store, office supply, etc.).

Help the new pastor connect to the 
community

46. Provide local media with information about 
the new pastor.

47. Provide a list of hospitals, nursing homes, 
and community service agencies.

48. Introduce your new pastor to other clergy in 
the community. Provide information on any 
ecumenical activities or associations.

49. Introduce the new pastor to public and 
community leaders.

50. Ask church members in civic clubs to take 
the new pastor to one of their meetings.

Dr. Robert Crossman, Minister of New Church Starts 
and Congregational Development for the Arkansas 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, is the 
primary author of this document. The Lewis Center 
of Church Leadership staff and others provided 
suggestions and editorial assistance. Reprinted with 
permission from Leading Ideas, a publication of the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership.

WELCOME CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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SAVE THE DATE!
FORE OUR KIDS

O P E N
B I S H O P ’S

T H E

REGISTER AT: 
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2019

Shotgun start at 11am

 Illinois Great Rivers Conference
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT OUR CONFERENCE OUR KIDS

ADVANCE 6960

UMM



Conference News

Anderson returns home,  
new program team leader  
at East Bay Camp

SPRINGFIELD  – The IGRC camping ministry announced March 18 
that Meg Anderson has been selected as the new Program Team Leader at 
East Bay Camp.

Meg, the daughter of the 
Rev. Steve and the late Mary Beth 
Anderson, went to East Bay, Living 
Springs, and Jensen Woods as 
a camper. She also worked as a 
counselor and dean at East Bay 
while getting her bachelor's degree 
in Outdoor Recreation Leadership 
and Management at Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale. 
Following graduation, she has 
worked in the Great Plains (Kansas 
and Nebraska) Conference to work 
with camps Comeca and Lakeside 
-- eventually becoming a director. 
While her time in Kansas was 
absolutely incredible, God called her back "home" to East Bay this Spring. 

Camping Ministry is where Meg claimed her faith as her own, learned 
to listen to God's call, discerned her calling, and feels most at home. She 
is so blessed to get to work in the most beautiful office she could ask for 
and spread God's love through experiential ministry (her fancy term for 
interacting with God in a real/hands on way.)

When she's not at camp, she enjoys spending time with her older 
siblings, painting with Bob Ross, and playing with her dogs (Lady, Max, 
and Lily).

Photo provided by Cunningham Children’s Home

Donors, supporters and friends gathered March 
22-23 for the dedication and ribbon cutting 
for Cunningham Children’s Home on March 
22-23 for the dedication and ribbon-cutting 
for the Rosann Gelvin Noel Education Center 
(NEC) and the Coach Lou and Mary Henson 
Gymnasium (Henson Gym). 
Cunningham recognized several supporters 
including the United Methodist Women, 
Dick Noel and his late wife Rosann; the late 
Beulah and Edward Schmidt; Henson and his 
wife, Mary; and former Illini basketball great 
Kendall Gill and his wife, Wendy, for their 
efforts to make the NEC and Henson Gym 
a reality for Cunningham’s kids. To recognize 
Gill’s commitment to the project, Cunningham 
leadership named the court in the Henson 
Gymnasium after him. 

The NEC is designed to provide the highest 
quality, most appropriate educational 
environment for the unique needs of the 
youth Cunningham serves and includes 13 
classrooms, a gymnasium, fitness center, kitchen 
and cafeteria, multiple therapy spaces for art 
and music, and life skills classrooms. Through 
exemplary programs and services, youth 
develop the learning and coping skills needed to 
complete high school and be successful in their 
communities. Students began taking classes and 
participating in therapy in the new building in 
mid-January.
The total cost of the project is $13.1 million 
and of that, $8.5 million was needed through 
private support. As 2019 began, Cunningham 
had raised $6.6 million. Fundraising will continue 
until the goal is met.

CUNNINGHAM HOME 
DEDICATES CENTER

Reach 1,000 Luncheon in Peoria
The Office of Congregational Development is hosting a Reach 1,000 luncheon 
on Thursday, June 6, from 11:30 a.m.  12:45 p.m., at Peoria First UMC.
The luncheon is a celebration of what God is already doing and discussion 
about what comes next for Reach 1,000.
If you are interested in finding out about New Places for New People that have 
already been started, or how you might give birth to new places for new people 
in the IGRC please sign up and join us. 
Participants will only pay $5 for lunch (the balance will be covered by the Office 
of Congregational Development). To reserve your space, visit: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/Reach1000LuncheonJune62019. You must pay as you register to 
confirm your spot.
Space is limited to the first 50 people.

Become a Reach 1,000 Prayer Partner
Would you like to pray with 1,000 others for a new movement that will soon 
be stirring throughout the Conference?  
1,000 people will begin praying for the Holy Spirit to do something new in 
our Conference that will bring 1,000 new people into our churches and faith 
communities.  One prayer is that we multiply new places for new people.
This is a God-sized goal and that is exactly why your prayers are needed!  The 
Holy Spirit is fanning something big into flame.  Will you add the 1,000 to your 
prayers? 
I believe in the power of unified prayers, especially those seeking to reach the 
lost.
Please commit to praying for this new movement every day at 10:00am or 
10:00pm.  10:00 reminds us of the 1,000 new people who don't yet have a 
growing relationship with Jesus and a faith community.
Sign up to pray for Reach 1,000 by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/reach1000

Congo Area Bishop Kasap Owan, as possible 
ineligible voters.

Kasap told United Methodist News Service 
that he thought an independent investigation 
would be best, as long as the Commission on 
the General Conference has the funds. His son 
Philippe Kasap Kachez’s credentials are among 
those being questioned.

“I hope we do not waste time on blame,” 
said Kasap, who contends the furor over voting 
is because people are unhappy about the 
outcome of the special General Conference.

While Kasap Kachez is not listed on the 
delegate attendance records, both he and the 
bishop said he was elected as reserve in 2018. 
Bishop Kasap provided a copy of the 2018 South 
Congo Conference journal, which lists Kasap 
Kachez’s election as a reserve.

An organization investigating itself is “a 
prescription for disaster,” said Stephen Drachler, 
a crisis communications consultant working 
with faith groups, governmental entities and 
other organizations. He also served as a General 
Conference delegate in 1992, 1996 and 2012.

“In last year’s election for North 
Carolina’s 9th District in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, allegations of improper 
conduct with absentee ballots caused the 
state elections board to order a new election. 
The evidence showed that while the number 
of fraudulent votes cast in the tight election 
wasn’t enough to change the final result, the 
election was tainted to the point it needs to be 
redone. This could be what has happened to 

the 2019 General Conference. An independent 
investigation is the only way to credibly find 
out,” he writes in a blog.

The Rev. Keith Boyette, president of the 
Wesleyan Covenant Association, said the 
Commission on the General Conference has 
proceeded properly to appoint a task force of 
its members according to the United Methodist 
Book of Discipline and the Rules of General 
Conference.

The Wesleyan Covenant supports the 
Traditional Plan passed by the 2019 General 
Conference.

“The Commission on the General 
Conference has established robust means 
to guard the conference’s integrity and we 
commend its ongoing efforts to fortify those 
means where necessary,” he said.

The Rev. Jim Harnish, a member of Uniting 
Methodists, said an independent investigation 
could provide some recommendations for 
selection and credentialing of delegates for 2020.

Harnish said the primary intention in 
speaking out is to ensure transparency and 
truthfulness. Rumors and accusations after 
General Conference increase the distrust in the 
denomination, he said.

“It damages the witness of the church in 
the world. … I hope we can overcome some of 
the things that divide us rather than reinforce 
our differences,” he said. 

Gilbert is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News Service.
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th
e

 curre
n

t  |  APRIL 201911



Bishop Frank J. Beard has 
announced that Dr. Safiyah Fosua 
will be the opening service speak-
er at the 2019 Annual Conference. 
Beard made this announcement 
after Bishop Sharma Lewis had to 
cancel due to persistent medical 
issues.

Professor Fosua is the as-
sistant professor of Christian worship and Christian 
ministry at Indiana Wesleyan University. Among her 
teaching responsibilities are the worship portions of the 
M.Div. core praxis courses. Her research interests include 
contextual liturgy, the Psalms, and the uses of poetry and 
spoken word in worship.

Prior to coming to Wesley Seminary at IWU, Safiyah 
Fosua served for ten years as the Director of Transfor-
mational Preaching Ministries of the General Board of 
Discipleship for the United Methodist Church. She and 
her husband, the Rev. Dr. Kwasi Kena, also served as mis-

sionaries to Ghana, West Africa, assisting the Methodist 
Church of Ghana in curriculum writing, leader develop-
ment and local pastors’ education. Fosua has served as 
an adjunct professor at several colleges and universities 
prior to coming to IWU. She has served churches in Iowa, 
and New Jersey. Safiyah has been in frequent demand 
as a preacher, speaker, Bible study leader and worship 
designer for national events.

She has been deeply involved with the Africana 
Hymnal and subsequent resources developed by Abing-
don Press.

OTHER SPEAKERS
Beard previously announced Carol Sims, administra-

tive assistant for Preachers’ Aid Society and the United 
Methodist Foundation, would be speaking at Thursday 
evening’s Memorial Service. Sims, who is a certified lay 
servant, is the daughter of the late Rev. Dr. R. Paul Sims, 
who is one of the pastors and spouses being remembered 
at this year’s Memorial Service.

Rev. Amanda Richards, pastor of Pana UMC and a 
member of the Our Conference, Our Kids steering team, 
will be Friday’s Morning Manna speaker.

The Annual Conference will also honors those who 
are retiring from active ministry. Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-
Jones will return to the IGRC to be the preacher for the 
retiree service. Booker-Jones retired in December but is 
among those who have or are completing their ministry 
since last year.

Bishop Beard will preach Saturday morning’s Service 
of Ordination and Commissioning.

New opening worship preacher for Annual Conference

Plan now for the 2019 Annual Conference
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – Registration gets underway April 1 for the 2019 Annual 
Conference to be held at the Peoria Civic Center June 6-8.
The theme for the Annual Conference is Let’s Get Fired Up: Hearts Strangely 
Warmed by the Blaze of the Holy Spirit.

Registration will be open through May 17 at www.igrc.org/ac2019registration. 
Registration for daycare or youth camp for children and youth is open through 
May 6 at www.igrc.org/ac2019childcare. 

Other links to assist your planning:
• Agenda – www.igrc.org/ac2019agenda
• Checklist – www.igrc.org/ac2019checklist
• Hotels – www.igrc.org/ac2019hotels Listing that shows distance and 

driving time to the Peoria Civic Center. In order to reserve rooms at the 
Conference block rate, contact the hotel directly by the cutoff date listed. 
This will be the date in which unreserved rooms will be released to the 
public. The dates varies by hotel.

• Presenter and Audio/Video Support – Contact Paul Black by April 30. This 
will be strictly enforced.

PICKUP OF CONFERENCE MATERIALS

All 2019 Conference registration material packets will be picked up ON SITE 
in the Registration Office in Terrazo Lobby beginning Thursday, June 6 at 7 a.m. 
Registration materials include parking passes, special meal tickets, roll call card, 
name badges and supplemental packets.
SPECIAL OFFERINGS AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

John Kofi Asmah School, West Point, Liberia – Laity Session, Thursday 
afternoon. Laity from the Illinois Great Rivers Conferrence raised funds to 
construct and furnishing the school. This year’s offering will be the maintenance 
fund in which to maintain the facility.
Our Conference, Our Kids – A $2.5 million campaign to provide funding for 
the spiritual life programs at The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s 
Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Spero Family Services 
was approved by the 2016 Annual Conference and was launched at the 2017 
Annual Conference. An offering will be taken during Friday’s Morning Manna to 
fund the campaign.
Tom Brown Scholarship, Wiley College – The Tom Brown Scholarship is one 
which assists a student of Wiley College, one of the 11 historically Black 
Colleges. Beginning in 1987, the former Central Illinois Conference named 
a scholarship in memory of the Rev. Tom Brown, a long-time supporter of 
the Marshall, Texas-based school. Rev. Brown was often the one who stood 
at the microphone after the presentation by the visiting Black College intern 
and would move that the annual conference take up a special offering for 

Wiley College. Rev. Brown’s daughter, Sharon Brown, is the director of Kumler 
Outreach Ministries in Springfield. This is scheduled for Friday afternoon 
between 2:30 and 3:15 p.m.
Ordinands’ Trip to Holy Land 2019 – An offering will also be taken for the 
2019 Ordinands’ Trip to the Holy Land during the service o Ordination and 
Commissioning Saturday morning. This trip is used as a formational experience 
for pastors at the beginning of their ministries.
MIDWEST MISSION DISTRIBUTION CENTER COLLECTION

Midwest Mission Distribution Center will be operating a drop-off site at 
Annual Conference. The truck will be parked on the corner of SW Monroe 
and North William Kumpf Blvd. from 8 a.m. Thursday to 6 p.m. Friday.
Items for tornado totes will be collected:
• $9 donation for two totes
• 2 pair of work glove
• 2 boxes of gallon-size resealable bags
• 2 permanent markers (i.e. Sharpie)
• 1 roll of duct tape (preferred colored) to label household items
• 2 dust masks (no surgical masks)
• 24 heavy-duty trash bags, rolled (33-45 gallon) for trash removal
• 24 clear trash bags (20-33 gallon) for larger personal items that need 

containment
Supplies can be collected and brought to Annual Conference and/or 
contribute to Advance Special #6620 and indicate “tornado totes”
LARNELLE HARRIS CONCERT INFORMATION

A concert for the Our Conference, Our Kids campaign featuring Grammy and 
multi-Dove Award winner Larnelle Harris will be Friday from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. 
in Carver Arena within the Peoria Civic Center.
Due to the generosity of the United Methodist Foundation through its Larson 
Trust, the Peoria First UMC Foundation, Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit 
Fund and GFI Digital, the cost of the concert has been addressed, meaning 
that all proceeds from the ticket sales will go to the Our Conference, Our Kids 
campaign.
The Voices of Bethel, the choir of Peoria Bethel UMC, will be singing with 
Harris and soloist Sarah Seymour of Peoria First UMC, will be joining Harris on 
stage for a couple of selections he and gospel artist Sandy Patti sang together.
Tickets are $25 and $35 and available through Ticketmaster. The concert link is 
on the IGRC Homepage. Note: there is a processing fee which pays for costs 
of ticket administration and administration of the facility and its security. The 
charge ranges between $16.30 and $16.55 per ticket. This is lower than most 
concerts because of the underwriting of the concert’s four sponsors.

  Hearts Strangely 
 Warmed by the Blaze
of the Holy Spirit 

 Hearts Strangely Warmed 
by the Blaze of the Holy Spirit
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

www.pasbf.org 
217-529-3221

FINANCIAL PLANNING SEMINAR
This seminar will cover some basic financial planning 
concepts and strategies.  Each participant will have their 
own pension projection and the opportunity to meet 
individually with a financial planner.  Topics covered will 
include:

Basic Financial Planning
United Methodist Retirement Plans
Budgeting
Debt and Student Loan Debt
Life Insurance
College Savings
Investment Overview

Life Balance

Serving those who have served us.

www.pasbf.org  •  217-529-3221

Spring 
      into Personal     
             Finance

Reserve your spot by going to www.pasbf.org

All Active Clergy and spouses age 
50-years-old and younger are 
strongly encourage to attend this 
1-day seminar!

Friday, May 3, 2019
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
First UMC, Springfield, IL

$10 per person, $15 per couple
Childcare provided



Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Pastors lead us through the journey of  Lent. 

Who leads them 
in the journey 
of  Retirement?

Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund's sole mission is 
to care for the retired clergy, spouses, and surviving spouses 
from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. We accomplish this 
mission through several different ministries:

• $1.5 million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Researching Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the Retirees/Spouses
• Fellowship Groups, Fall Banquets, Seminars, Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers 
• Hearing Aid and Dental Loan Programs
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

PASBF also helps active clergy plan for retirement.      
Ministries for active clergy include:

• Pre-Retirement Seminar
• Pulpit Supply
• Consecration Sunday Leadership
• Fundraising Education
• Financial Planning Education
• Financial and Estate Planning

Financial support comes from many generous individuals and 
local churches. Please prayerfully consider a lifetime gift or 
estate gift to support those who lead you on the path of faith.

Serving those who have served us.

A Blessed 
Easter to
One & All!www.pasbf.org  •  217-529-3221


