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Bishop Frank Beard

We can determine what type of an  
Annual Conference we want to be!

I gave my first ever “Episcopal Address” at Annual Conference 
2019. The purpose of this episcopal address was two-fold:

1. To help folks understand our current reality as a denomination 
and as an Annual Conference.

2. To help folks to see the “big picture” of where we are headed.

The United Methodist Church is experiencing uncertainty and 
instability at nearly every level of the denomination. Based on what I 
am seeing and hearing, it will take an outpouring of the power of God 
to hold our denomination together. MIRACLES STILL HAPPEN!

The good news in all of this is that we may well be forced to a 
point where we cannot continue with “business as usual.” Our success 
on a global scale, coupled with the overall decline in the United States, 
has resulted in a shift of voting influence at our General Conference. 

A bit of bad news is that we no longer have the luxury, as a USA-
centered denomination, that allows us to call all the shots. The result, 
based on the recently-held General Conference in St. Louis, is that, 
other voices and perspectives are starting to become more vocal in an 
attempt to be heard.

One of the things we learned from the 2019 General Conference 
is that while we talk about being a global church, the U.S. Church is 
largely content to simply concentrate on scratching where it is itch-
ing. The delegates outside of the United States made it pretty clear 
that they prefer a more traditional path on issues related to human 
sexuality. The reaction from a large segment of United Methodists 
across the United States seems to be that the fight for LGBTQIA inclu-
sion trumps any other global concern. Whether that is the intended 
message or not, it certainly is where a good section of the U.S.-based 
church has landed.

So, where are we headed as a denomination and what is our 
future?  

It really is too early to determine, but it looks more and more 
like some sort of a split is possible. Each Annual Conference may be 
forced to decide the type of Conference they choose to become. As 
your episcopal leader, I want to be crystal clear regarding my per-
sonal preferences and the direction I am seeking to lead this Annual 
Conference. 

Regardless of the overall decision of the General Conference, I 

want us to be committed to reclaiming and 
retaining our Wesleyan DNA; one hand to 
God and one hand reaching out to the people 
that God loves.

First and foremost, we must all be committed to be an Annual 
Conference anchored in prayer. I BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF 
PRAYER! 

Secondly, it really is ALL about Jesus! Knowing him and making 
him known to ALL. We must be a Christ-Centered Annual Confer-
ence.

Third, I want an Annual Conference that genuinely loves one 
another. The Bible says that folks will know we belong to Jesus by our 
LOVE!

• Love expresses radical hospitality.
• Love extends GRACE and SPACE towards one another.
• Love speaks the TRUTH with honesty, clarity and integrity.
• Love looks for ways to express itself in MISSION and 

MINISTRY.

I want an Annual Conference that loves to GIVE. Giving is conta-
gious! Money should not be a weapon to coerce others, but a means of 
extending God’s generosity to others.

Finally, I want an Annual Conference that knows how to CATCH 
FISH! Our call is to Make Disciples and to TRANSFORM the world. 
Our challenge is to develop disciples into leaders with depth and com-
passion; ones committed to be the hands and feet of Jesus to a needy 
sin-sick world.

This journey can only be traversed as we commit and recommit 
ourselves to the task of being aligned with Christ. Each of us, must 
be attached to Jesus Christ with the yoke of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit has been given to empower, assist, and direct the affairs of the 
church. As we center on Jesus and remain yoked to him, the Holy 
Spirit will produce in us and through us Christ-likeness that will bless 
and benefit all.

Thanks for allowing me to serve as your Bishop!

God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

Deaths
We have just been notified of 
the death of Dorothy Nickell, 
who died Dec. 30, 2018.

Dorothy served as a local pastor 
from 1994 to 1998 at Fairview, 
Indianola and Mount Vernon 

UMC’s in the former Champaign and now, Iroquois 
River District. Her ministry followed a 30-year career 
in education, primarily as an elementary school 
teacher in the Mahomet-Seymour school district.

Services have already been held. 

For a complete obituary, visit:  https://www.
pantagraph.com/obituaries/dorothy-nickell/
article_aa592d26-ae9e-5fea-ad86-
49b697ade358.html

Nancey Blackburn, 71, wife 
of IGRC retired pastor Rev. H 
Dean Blackburn, died May 25 
in Alton.

The Blackburns served 40 years 
of active ministry, retiring in 

2007 from Delavan. 

A complete obituary may be found by 
visiting: https://m.legacy.com/obituaries/
thetelegraph/obituary.aspx?n=nancey-
blackburn&pid=192993680

Condolences can be sent to Rev. H. Dean Blackburn 
4713 Snow White Ter, Alton 62002-5829.

Barbara J. Deffley, 89, wife 
of retired IGRC pastor Harry 
K. Deffley, died May 20 in 
Gaithersburg, Md.

Together with her husband, 
they served 31 years in the 

former Central Illinois Conference, retiring in 1993 
from Auburn. Barb also served several years as 
administrative assistant for the Springfield (now 
Sangamon River) District Superintendent.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Harry Deffley, 
403 Russell Ave., Apt. 716, Gaithersburg, MD  20877-
2827.

Dorothy Brown, wife of retired 
pastor Rev. R. Paul Brown, died 
May 10. She was 89.

Funeral services have already 
been held.

Condolences can be sent 
to Rev. Paul Brown, The Villas at Hollybrook, 505 
Rushing Dr, Carterville, IL  62918-3596.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Meredith Brown to Springfield: 
Douglas Avenue, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.

John Ray to Good Shepherd Parish, 
Embarras River District, ¾ time, effective 
July 1. 

Julia Abel to Weldon, Iroquois River 
District, ½ time, effective July 1. This is her 
first appointment in IGRC.

Tanya Yvette Edwards-Evans to Peoria 
First Associate, Illinois River District, 
effective July 1.

Keith Michaels to Bethel-Grafton, 
LaMoine River District, ¼ time, effective 
July 1.

Mark Myers to Richview-Gilead, 
Kaskaskia River District, ½ time, effective 
July 1.

Brad Curtis to Lincoln First: Associate, 
Sangamon River District, effective July 1.

Valerie Jean Metzger Wengstron to 
Kankakee Trinity-Bradley Wesley-Aroma 
Park, Vermilion River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1. She previously served 
Aroma Park only.

Bradley Fausnacht to Chaplain, 

United Methodist Village-Lawrenceville, 
Kaskaskia River District, ¼ time, effective 
May 1.

Bradley Fausnacht to West Salem Zion, 
Kaskaskia River District, ¾ time, effective 
May 1.

Haley Hausman to Long Creek-Dalton 
City, Sangamon River District, effective 
July 1.

Jim Slone to Sesser-Valier, Cache 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1.

Larry Gilbert to Carterville First as 
interim, Cache River District, ½ time, 
effective July 1.

George Biby to West Frankfort Antioch-
West Frankfort Central, Cache River 
District, 1/4 time, effective July 1.

Dennis D. Price to Litchfield: St. 
Timothy, Mississippi River District, ½ time, 
effective July 1.

Kyle Steward to Granite City 
Niedringhaus, Mississippi River District, 
¼ time, effective July 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Kyle Steward to Alton Main Street, 
Director of Youth Ministries, Mississippi 
River District, ¾ time, effective July 1. This 
is his first appointment in IGRC.

Steven Williams to Mason City-San 

Jose, Sangamon River District, effective 
July 1.

Antonio Ronaldo Sutton to 
Cowden-Lakewood, Embarras River 
District, effective July 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Susan Harrison to Granite City: 
Nameoki, Mississippi River District, 
effective July 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Supply not appointed
Mark Crawford to Onarga, Iroquois 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1. This 
is his first assignment in IGRC.

Andy J. Hoskins to Deer Creek, Illinois 
River District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This 
is his first assignment in IGRC.

Jacob Wetterlin to Litchfield St. 
Timothy, Mississippi River District, 
½ time, effective Sept. 1. This is first 
assignment in IGRC.

Mark Nowakowski to Lostant-Richland, 
Vermilion River District, ¼ time, effective 
July 1.

Gaurav Samuel Holkar to Magnolia-
McNabb, Vermilion River District, less 
than ¼ time, effective July 1.

April Dawn Turner to DuQuoin, Cache 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1.

James Oppedal to Chester, Mississippi 
River District, effective July 1. This is his 
first assignment in IGRC.

Shane Sims to Williamsville, Sangamon 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1.

Change of status
John Walsh, discontinuation of a supply 
assignment, Embarras River District, 
effective July 1. 

Don Ferrill, discontinuation of 
appointment, Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

John Kneppel, discontinuation of 
appointment, Spoon River District, 
effective July 1.

Gene Guthrie, discontinuation of 
appointment, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.

Mark Hendrickson, discontinuation 
of appointment, Spoon River District, 
effective June 30.

Faye Edmiaston, discontinuation of 
appointment, Mississippi River District, 
effective June 30.

Evan Newton Sherar, discontinuation 
of assignment as supply pastor, Vermilion 
River District, effective July 1. 

Bishop Beard’s  
Preaching Schedule
JULY SCHEDULE
July 28 –  10:00 a.m. worship service,  

 Danville St. James - IRD

AUGUST SCHEDULE
August 25 –  9:00 a.m. worship service 

at Taylor Ridge, 10:00 a.m. 
worship service at Reynolds, 
Reynolds/Taylor Ridge  
UMCs - SPD
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Ephesians 4 Young Adult 
Leadership Training
SPRINGFIELD – The E4 Young Adult 
Leadership Training Initiative invites pastors to 
recommend young adult leaders from around 
the IGRC to commit to meeting together 
virtually, learning leadership skills through 
CliftonStrengths (formally Strength Finders), 
praying for one another, and developing a 
ministry plan in conversation with church 
leaders they work with. 6-12 young adults will 
be accepted for this first cohort.
This will be about a six-month commitment 
with 4 virtual meetings beginning August 
2019. Visit https://www.igrc.org/youngadult 
for full details, to recommend a young adult, 
and apply. Young adults interested should 
complete the application and ensure that a 
pastor recommendation is submitted. Young 
Adult leaders accepted into this first training 
group will be notified early August and a virtual 
meeting will be set up for August/September 
2019.  There is a $50 registration fee due 
before the first meeting to cover the cost of 
materials. It is suggested that the young adult’s 
church pay for all or part of this fee. 
Applications & recommendations must be 
submitted by July 15.

A Place at the Table
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – A Place at the Table , a 
national event presented by The Fellowship of 
United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts, 
will be July 15-18 in Kansas City, Mo.
The event is open to all involved in worship 
leadership and planning, including musicians, 
visual and fine artists, dancers, pastors, and 
liturgists. Information about the event is 
available at www.fellowshipconvo.org.

Information about the leaders, exhibits and 
special intensive sessions as well as a link to 
online registration can be found at http://bit.
ly/convo19-Regional. This link provides a 
discounted price for IGRC attendees.

Mediation Skills workshop
GLEN ELLYN – The Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center will hold its Mediation Training 
Aug. 5-9, at St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 393 N. 
Main St. in Glen Ellyn.
The training is for lay and clergy who want 
to learn skills that will help them deal more 
effectively with interpersonal, congregational 
and other forms of group conflict.
Register by the discount deadline (July 5, 2019) 
and save $200 off your tuition. For complete 
details, please refer to the MSTI brochure 
at: https://lmpeacecenter.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/01/MSTI.Broch_.2019.pdf.
You may register either by filling out the form 
on the brochure and mailing it to the Lombard 
Mennonite Peace Center, or by going online 
to Brown Paper Tickets (a small fee will be 
added for online registration) at: https://www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/4025584 .
For more information about the Lombard 
Mennonite Peace Center – its mission as 
well as descriptions of all its other course 
offerings – visit the LMPC website at https://
lmpeacecenter.org/ 

2019 College of Christian Life
EAST PEORIA – The 2019 College of Christian 
Life will be Aug. 12-14, at the Embassy Suites in 
East Peoria.

Speaker for the event will be 
the Rev. Dr. Terry Teykl, author 
of several books on prayer, 
will be speaking on Praying 
and the Miraculous.
Cost for the school is $175 
before July 14 and $200 after 

that date until registration closes. CEU's are 
available to clergy, local pastors, lay servants, and 
lay speakers upon request.
Register online at: https://igrc.org/ccl2019. 

Candidacy Retreat Aug. 16-17
SPRINGFIELD – Candidacy Retreats for 
persons wishing to become certified candidates 
for ministry will be Aug. 16-17, at the Chiara 
Center in Springfield. The retreat will run from 
1 p.m. Friday to 6 p.m. Saturday. Lodging will 
be at the Chiara Center and is included in the 
registration.
The retreat enables participants to worship 
together, have a chance to ask questions and 
learn about call, learn about the process of 
ordained ministry and meet with mentor 
groups.
Cost is $325 (includes lodging, meals and 
psychological assessment)
Prerequisites (for more information see: https://
www.igrctheboard.com/candidates-page)

• Approval of your District Superintendent
• Read and discuss The Christian as Minister 

with their pastor, campus minister or other 
clergy

• Write a letter to DS describing your call 
to ministry and requesting an appointment 
to discuss your call and complete required 
paperwork

Required for all candidates for ministry: licensed 
local pastor, deacon or elder
For more information, contact Kathy Crozier 
at kathycrozier@outlook.com, who serves 
the IGRC Board of Ministry as its vocational 
discernment coordinator.
Registration deadline is Aug. 9. 

N. T. Wright headlines Olivet's 
Theological Leadership Conference

KANKAKEE – Theologian 
and author N.T. Wright will 
be the keynote speaker at 
Olivet Nazarene University's 
Theological Leadership 
Conference Sept. 5-9 in 
Kankakee.

Registration is open with a special price until 
June 30 of $79 per person.
N.T. Wright is a native of north-east England, 
and is currently the Research Professor of 
New Testament and Early Christianity at the 
University of St Andrews in Scotland. Having 
studied Philosophy, Ancient History and 
Theology at Oxford, he holds the Doctorate 
of Divinity from Oxford University and over 
a dozen honorary doctorates. He also taught 
in Oxford, Cambridge and McGill Universities, 
held various church positions, and was Bishop 
of Durham in the Church of England (2003-
10). NT Wright is the author of over 80 books 
and hundreds of articles, has served as Visiting 
Professor in Harvard, Rome, Jerusalem and 
elsewhere, and has broadcast frequently on 
radio and TV in various countries. 
Register online at: https://olivet.formstack.com/
forms/theolc 

Ashram Spiritual Pilgrimage
Living the Adventure Ministries, in cooperation 
with the United Christian Ashram International 
Board, will host a spiritual pilgrimage to India 
Sept. 25-Oct. 11.
India was the place where the United Christian 
Ashram Movement began under the ministry of 
missionary Dr. E. Stanley Jones.
In addition to the 16-day trip, several extension 
options are available. Cost of the trip is $2,849 
per person, excluding airfare to and from Delhi.
For more information, contact Matt Henson 
by email at matt@livingtheadventure.net or 
phone 618-830-6670.
Read more by visiting http://livingtheadventure.
net/itinerary-for-trip-to-india-september-25-
through-october-11-2019/ 

Applications sought for pages, 
marshals
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. – United Methodists 
may apply online to serve as volunteer marshals 
or pages during The United Methodist Church’s 
2020 General Conference. The denomination’s 
top legislative assembly will meet May 5-15, 
2020, in Minneapolis.
Approximately 175 volunteers are needed to 
serve as marshals and pages during General 
Conference.
Marshals are responsible for assisting visitors 
and special guests in the visitor and reserved 
seating galleries, checking credentials to 
make sure that only authorized persons are 
admitted to the bar of the conference or that 
of legislative committees, and other duties as 
assigned.
Pages assist delegates, secretarial staff, bishops, 
members of the Judicial Council and official 
visitors. They also distribute approved materials 
and deliver printed information.
Marshals and pages are responsible for their 

expenses (travel, food, lodging, etc.). Those 
interested should submit an online application 
before the deadline of July 31 . Preference 
will be given to applicants who can serve 
throughout the entire conference.
If you have additional questions, contact David 
Atkinson at GC2020@colliervilleumc.org  

Liturgists sought by worship 
committee
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. – The 2020 General 
Conference worship design team invites United 
Methodists to take an active role in the worship 
experience at the denomination's quadrennial 
event as it seeks individuals to write liturgy, 
including prayers, calls to worship and litanies. The 
denomination's top legislative assembly is set to 
meet May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis.
To apply for the opportunity to write or provide 
original liturgy for General Conference, individuals 
are asked to submit a letter of application that 
includes the following: a sample of liturgy that 
includes a 5-minute devotion, a call to worship, 
and a prayer of confession all based on Philippians 
3:14, along with the name of the writer, email 
address, phone number, and local church name.
Applications should be emailed to 
gc2020liturgy@gmail.com. Application deadline 
is Aug. 1, 2019.
“One of the many strengths of the United 
Methodist Church is the variety of gifts in our 
denomination. General Conference affords us an 
opportunity to experience God in many ways in 
a central location,” said Raymond Trapp, Worship 
and Music Director . “When liturgists from across 
the connection bring their voices together in 
prayer and celebration, the power and beauty of 
God is manifested in a sacred way.”
Please note that all liturgy submitted, regardless 
of use by the General Conference, becomes the 
intellectual property of General Conference and 
may be used and/or distributed with the proper 
citation at the worship team’s discretion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Conference session. In 2015, the annual conference authorized the sale of three of 
five conference camps – Living Springs, Epworth and Jensen Woods – to consolidate 
and invest in the other two campsites – East Bay and Little Grassy. The sale of Living 
Springs was the final sale of campsites and conference attendees saw a report of the 
improvements that have been made with the sale proceeds at East Bay and Little Grassy.
The conference also approved an initiative by congregational development, Reach 1,000 
lending its support to local congregations reaching 1,000 new people from new ministries 
and reaching 1,000 additional new people through existing ministries. Congregational 
development is putting systems in place to provide training, coaching and assistance in the 
endeavor.
The 2020 budget of $12,099,908 was approved – a decrease of $7,408 or 0.06 
percent. This is the seventh year of a relatively flat budget with the 2020 total less 
than the 2013 budget.
The conference approved the discontinuance of 14 churches –Big Prairie UMC; Blue 
Mound Bethel UMC; Bonnie UMC; Bryant UMC; Charleston Otterbein UMC; Colp 
UMC; Decatur Central UMC; Garrison Temple UMC; Irvington UMC; Prairieton UMC; 
Providence Chapel UMC; St. Jacob UMC; Twoer Hill UMC; and Vandalia Luster Chapel 
UMC – with a combined 2,120 years of ministry.
Seven elders were ordained. Three provisional elders and four provisional deacons 
were commissioned.
A total of 30 pastors with a combined 769.5 years of service retired.
Membership stands at 118,681 in 2018, down 3,841 from 2017. Average worship 
attendance is 51,696, down 1,599.  Church school attendance stands at 17,046, up 12. 
The 2020 Annual Conference will be held June 4-6, 2020, at the Peoria Civic Center 
in Peoria, Ill.
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Message of Pentecost draws people together to get past division

CONFERENCE ELECTS DELEGATES, GENEROUS IN GIVING
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 
gathered around the theme, Let’s Get Fired Up: Hearts 
Strangely Warmed by the Blaze of the Holy Spirit, at the Peoria 
Civic Center.
The elections of lay and clergy delegates in concurrent lay 
and clergy sessions dominated the early business of the 
annual conference.
Elected to represent the conference at the 2020 General 
Conference in Minneapolis, Minn are:
Laity: Paul Black, Springfield, Ill.; Anna Fender, Decatur, Ill.; 
Pamela Hammond-McDavid, Springfield, Ill.; Kimberly Woods, 
Industry, Ill.; and Steven Schonert, Olney, Ill.
Clergy: Sara Isbell, Bloomington, Ill.; Randy Robinson, Danville, 
Ill.; Janice Griffith, Chatham, Ill.; Beverly Wilkes-Null, Highland, 
Ill.; and Eric Swanson, Leroy, Ill.
In addition to the General Conference delegates, the 
following delegates were elected to complete the 
conference delegation to the North Central Jurisdictional 
Conference in Fort Wayne, Ind.:
Laity: Anish Hermon, Bloomington, Ill.; Julie Boesen Higgins, 
Bloomington, Ill.; John Cooper, Hillsboro, Ill.; Christina Krost, 
Carrier Mills, Ill.; Larry Weber, Fairview Heights, Ill.

Clergy: Beth Fender, Decatur, Ill.; Mike Crawford, Quincy, Ill.; 
Jennie Edwards Bertrand, Bloomington, Ill.; Andy Adams, Troy, 
Ill.; and Nichole Cox, Springfield, Ill.
Lay jurisdictional alternates elected were Erik Slingerland, 
Bloomington, Ill.; Clarke Barnes, Geneseo, Ill.; and Andrea 
Stuby, Alton, Ill.
Clergy jurisdictional alternates elected were: Sylvester 
Weatherall, Springfield, Ill.; Gay Crede, Urbana, Ill., and Vince 
Rohn, Galesburg, Ill.
Presiding Bishop Frank J. Beard gave an outline of the 
process of local churches disaffiliating with the conference. 
Conference leaders are working toward finalizing the 
process by Sept. 1, but Beard noted that the plan passed by 
the 2019 General Conference and upheld by the Judicial 
Council is “narrow in focus, for a specific period of time, 
for a specific issue” and that the process includes annual 
conference and conference trustees’ participation.
An offering of $96,735 was collected during Friday’s 
Morning Manna for the Our Conference, Our Kids 
campaign, pushing the campaign to $904,954 of its $2.5 
million goal. The campaign, which will be used to endow 
the spiritual life programs at five conference children and 
youth welfare agencies was approved by the 2016 Annual 
Conference and launched at the 2017 session.

Other special offerings included $6,704.52 by conference 
laity for the maintenance fund of the John Kofi Asmah 
School in West Point, Liberia; $7,605.58 for the Tom Brown 
Scholarship at Wiley College and $8,589.24 for the Bishop’s 
Ordinand Trip to the Holy Land in February 2020.
Legislatively, the conference announced that the health 
insurance allowance paid to full-time pastors will remain 
at $17,500 for 2020. The conference also approved a 
2.25 percent increase to its minimum salaries. In 2020, the 
salaries will go to $44,358 for clergy in full connection, 
associate members and provisional elders; and $40,705 for 
full-time local pastors.
It was reported that all three conference pension funds 
are fully funded and no increase was needed in the Clergy 
Retirement Security Program (CRSP) contribution for 2020. 
No change was needed for the defined benefits portion of 
the CRSP plan, which stands at $5,700 per year for full-time 
pastors; $4,275 for ¾ time pastors; and $2,850 for ½ time 
pastors. Pastors at ¼ time or less are not eligible.
Retirees under the pre-1982 pension plan will see a 2 
percent increase to $794 per active service year in 2020.
It was also announced that the closing of Living Springs 
Camp was consummated just days before the start of the 

BY JOHNATHAN GOODENOW

PEORIA – Pentecost provides a powerful description 
of what can be accomplished, but it isn’t an isolated event.

The Rev. Dr. Safiyah Fosua, assistant professor 
of spiritual formation at Wesley Seminary at Indiana 
Wesleyan University, noted that there can’t be a Pentecost 
without the crucifixion or the resurrection.

“Even before the stone was rolled away God was 
speaking to us,” Fosua said. “When Jesus told Mary and 
John to treat each other as mother and son following Jesus’ 
death, he was also telling us that the people around us aren’t 
strangers, they’re family. This family is one that can band 
together to get past our division and one that God can make 
a difference to people of every tribe, color, and nation.”

Fosua’s message was part of the opening worship of 
the 2019 Annual Conference held June 6-8 at the Peoria 
Civic Center.

The opening worship also included a service of 
installation for two new district superintendents – 
Rev. Allynn Walker as the Mississippi River District 
Superintendent and Rev. Dr. Charliam Renner as 
superintendent of the Embarras River District.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT INSTALLATIONS
Walker gave an address in which she spoke about her 

faith story and her desire to do good through her new role as a 
district superintendent. She grew up in the Springfield Jerome 
UMC, but broke away when she became a young adult. 

“When I left for college, I was so smart I left Jesus at 
home,” she said jokingly. Specifically, she was bothered by 
a question about sin and grace: if she was redeemed, saved 
and made whole by God’s grace through the crucifixion 
and resurrection of Jesus, how could she also be full of sin? 
Eventually she came to a better understanding of God’s 
grace and learned that while Jesus’ sacrifice does not stop 
humans from being sinners, it can still save them. 

Walker quoted Luke 12:48 which says, “…Everyone to 
whom much was given, of him much will be required, and 
from him to whom they entrusted much they will demand 
the more.” She believes that she has been given much, and 

Walker hopes to use what she has been given to help the 
Mississippi River District spread God’s truth and love as 
the superintendent and a sister in Christ.

Renner spoke about how his goals as a district 
superintendent centered around connection, discipline, 
and the transitive property of mathematics.  

“I firmly believe that as our triune God works through 
disciples of Jesus Christ, we’re able to make new disciples, 
and as others become disciples and live into that reality the 
natural outcome is a transformed world.” Being a disciple 
takes more than doing no harm, doing good and using 
the means of grace, Renner says. It takes connection and 
discipline. 

Renner’s mentor taught him that without discipline, 
churches opt for fake community that cannot hold 
members accountable as an act of love. Without 
connection, factions of the church attempt to impose 
agendas on one another. 

Renner asks that members of the IGRC seek to 
deepen their relationship with God and through that be 
propelled into deeper relationships with each other. “It’s 
the transitive property of mathematics. If a = b and b = 
c, then a = c. If I’m becoming one with Christ and you’re 
becoming one with Christ, then we are becoming one with 
each other.” Therefore Renner’s primary purpose as district 
superintendent is to grow in his own discipleship, and his 
secondary purpose is to help the clergy under him grow in 
theirs.
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BY JOHNATHON GOODENOW

PEORIA – Leave it to an amaryllis given as a Christmas 
gift to provide a parable for the Our Conference, Our Kids 
campaign.
Speaking at Friday’s Morning Manna, Rev. Amanda Richards 
drew parallels between the flower and the $2.5 million 
campaign to fund the spiritual life programs at five 
conference health and welfare agencies – The Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House and Spero Family Services.
Utilizing Matthew 19:13-15 as a text, Richards told a 
story about an amaryllis flower that was given to her this 
past Christmas. She was given this flower with all of the 
materials required to grow, but she decided that she was 
too busy to take care of it. She set on top of a bookshelf 
and forgot about. Eventually April came. She looked up 
and saw that the flower was actually growing on its own, 
without any help from her in the form of water or sunlight. 
Her husband got it down and positioned it by the window, 
and she turned the plant toward the light. They watered it 
periodically and it thrived.
The children from Matthew could reach heaven without 
Jesus’ help, but he chose to let them come to him anyways. 
He didn’t just let them live their lives; he removed 

obstacles in order to allow them to come 
to him more easily. In the same way, 
Richards’ flower could grow without her 
help, but in order to thrive and reach its 
fullest potential all she had to do was put 
forth a little bit of effort. The programs 
supported by OCOK will provide love and 
service without the support of the IGRC, 
but removing obstacles by giving our time 
and money will help these programs to 
reach their fullest potential.
Richards gave a brief testimony from each 
of the ministries supported by OCOK. 
Cunningham Children’s Home enabled the 
spiritual growth of one young girl whose 
baby cousin had died by falling out of a 
window. She blamed herself and God for 
this death a long time growing up, but after connecting 
with the story of Noah, she wrote this: 

“Many of us back off from God because of 
the bad things that have happened. Even when 
something bad was going to happen, Noah 
obeyed God and stuck with the project. The only 
project we have that is like Noah’s is our life. This 

is the challenge Noah’s life 
gives us. We should live our 
entire life depending on 
God’s help. God doesn’t 
always save us from 
trouble, but cares for us in 
spite of trouble.”
A volunteer from The Baby 
Fold witnessed a great moment 
of healing while helping one 
young woman. She received a 
phone call from her mother 
one day while the volunteer 
was visiting, so the volunteer 
went to the other room to talk 
with the woman’s son until they 
had finished. When the call was 

over, the volunteer saw that the woman was crying. When 
they came back to talk to her, the volunteer learned that 
she was crying because her mother told her that she was 
proud of her for the first time. Furthermore, she was told 
that she was a better mother than her mother had ever 
been to her. 
An offering for OCOK collected $96,735, pushing the 
overall campaign’s total to $904,954. 
Visit www.embraceocok.org to learn more about these 
programs or make an online donation. You can also donate 
by mailing a check to P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-
9207. Make the check out to “IGRC” and put “Advance 
#6960” on the memo line.  Persons may also text OCOK 
to 91999 to make a credit card donation.

BY JOHNATHON GOODENOW 

PEORIA – Annual conference attendees took 
time out early Saturday to attend the annual prayer 
breakfast and remember the ministries supported by Our 
Conference, Our Kids.

Cards with pictures representing the fruits of the 
Spirit were on each of the tables, emphasizing that these 
ministries help to foster these fruits in children who need 
support and might not otherwise be touched by a faith 
community. These children had written short messages 
on the cards thanking the church for helping support 
these programs.

A volunteer spoke from each of the five ministries 
(The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s 
Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and 
Spero Family Services), giving testimonies of the amazing 
things God did through these programs and showing that 
each one was causing children and parents to yield great 
fruit. 

Lori Bultemeier, from The Baby Fold, said that it 
was extremely important that Christians pray for the 
volunteers in these ministries. “They need a community 
of faith to lean on so that they have the energy and the 
faith to help these children and families in need,” she 
said. Oftentimes, the people they serve don’t have any 
other faith resources, and the volunteers fill that gap. She 
said if the volunteers don’t have resources to “refill” and 
strengthen their own faith however, they will struggle to 
be able to give it to others.

The children and families served by OCOK often 
have to surpass violence and hardship that few could 
imagine. Be it physical abuse from a parent, poverty or 
absence of parents, these children often overcome a lot as 

these ministries help them and teach them in whatever 
ways they can. 

Deborah Pollex from Spero Family Services told a 
story about a time she used sand from a Zen garden to 
teach some children about God’s love. She told a group of 
them to pick up a handful of the sand, and then said that 
each individual grain of sand represented thoughts that 
God had about them specifically. The children started to 
protest and attempted to pick up smaller amounts of sand 
that they believed represented God’s actual care for them, 
but the wet sand stuck to their hands and they couldn’t 
get rid of it. 

“I think they got it,” Pollex said.
After the testimonies, attendees gathered around the 

staff to pray. Together they prayed for their ministries 
that they might touch the hearts and minds of each 
person that they meet, but they also prayed for each 
volunteer individually. At each table in the room, agency 
staff sat while a group of United Methodists huddled 
around them and laid hands on them. The room echoed 
with prayers as roughly 15 were prayed over several times 
each. 

The Spirit moved in the attendees that morning, and 
tears welled up in the eyes of persons prayed for as they 
felt each prayer.

Do remember to pray for the staff and volunteers 
of the agencies being supported by the Our Conference, 
Our Kids campaign. The ministry that they do in the 
IGRC is not small, and they reach many hearts with the 
help of God. Pray that they might be continually filled 
with the Spirit and not become tired, but renewed and 
refreshed.

Sustaining Love’s
 Embracing ARMSOCOK: Giving, removing  

obstacles to reach potential

PRAYER BREAKFAST A TIME OF SUPPORT 
FOR OUR CONFERENCE, OUR KIDS

Richards’ flower could grow without her help, but 
in order to thrive and reach its fullest potential all 
she had to do was put forth a little bit of effort. 
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ROLL OF THE DEAD: Clergy members and spouses
AC: Memorial Service / Roll of the Dead

ROLL OF THE DEAD: Lay persons

Joy comes in the morning
BY JOHNATHON GOODENOW

PEORIA –  Carol Sims shared the experience of 
losing her father, the Rev. Dr. R. Paul Sims just before 
Annual Conference last year.

“That day is etched in my memory, she said utilizing 
the text of Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego, she 
reminded those who had gathered to remember clergy, 
clergy spouses and lay members to annual conference 
that even if God doesn’t work the way we ask, we are still 
called to follow.

“He met the Jesus he had known almost all his life,” 
said Sims of her father, who died on a Sunday morning 
preparing to attend church. “That morning he met him 
face-to-face probably before his earthly body hit the floor. 
Now he worships in the presence of God.” 

After his death, Sims struggled to come to terms 
with how life just went on. “It was astonishing to me the 
next morning when the sun still came up, traffic passed 
by on the street, joggers came by, and I wanted to scream. 
How dare you! Don’t you know what has happened? 
Don’t you care?” she said of her anguish.

However, Sims was struck by a memory. She 
remembered traveling by plane to Europe on a trip, but 
was met by a storm forming at the East coast. Amazingly, 
her flight still took off with assurance from the pilot 
that all he had to do was take one turn and fly above the 

clouds to avoid the powerful winds. It was a shaky start, 
but the pilot did what he said and as soon as the plane 
passed above the clouds, the sky was peaceful. The moon 
shined brightly at them over the water, and the eventual 
sunrise was one of the most beautiful things she had ever 
seen.  The fear and danger of the moment was temporary, 
and just like the anguish she felt when her father died, joy 
did come in the morning.

The “morning” might not always be tomorrow, and 
your suffering may not disappear overnight, but joy will 
come. “There is no night so dark that morning fails to 
come,” Sims said. 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego told King 
Nebuchhadnezzar had faith that God could save them 
from the furnace, but they told him that even if God 
didn’t, they would still never worship another God. 

“This was not the hedging of a bet, but an incredible 
statement of faith,” Sims said. “Even when the vote 
doesn’t go our way or when someone that we love dies, 
we worship God anyway. We know that God can change 
these things, but we are called to love and worship Him 
regardless of whether we get what we want.

Even Jesus cried out to God when He didn’t get 
what he wanted at the crucifixion. He cried out that 
God had forsaken him, but he went ahead and finished 
the task God had given him anyways. In the face of our 

disappointments we need to trust and love God because 
he still cares. “Whatever crisis you’re facing. Whatever 
crisis the United Methodist church is facing, through it 
all the Son still shines!”

ELEANOR LONG 
IRENE PIERCE
THOMAS PRUETT

No Photos 
Available:

JOAN BECK STURM NANCEY BLACKBURN DOROTHY BROWN MARY BROWNFIELD WILLIAM G. BROWNING BETTY K. BRYANT DAVID L. BULTEMEIER ESTHER F. CARRIKER

KENNETH BADE NAOMI DAVIDSON JOYCE HELM FRANCIS VAE ROSE FULTZ JANET KAIZER ORVILLE MCCAFFERTY JAN PIERCE

SARAH CHA

KAREN E. CHRISTIANSON THOMAS J. COMPTON J. WILLIAM COOPER BILLIE R. CUMMINS BARBARA DEFFLEY JANICE L. DIVAN C. ARTHUR FERGUSON FRANCIS G. GUITHER FLOYD I. HALE

CHARLES A. HANSON KATHERINE JOHNSON DWIGHT L. JONES GUY  W. KEYSEAR PEGGY KULCZEWSKI LOIS C. MANN ESTHER M. MARTZ JACKIE  MCGEEHON JEANNINE MCNEMEE

BARBARA MOREAU OREN MULVANY MARTHA B. NORTH DAVID PEASE LILLIAN PHILLIPS

THOMAS H. GABBARD

LORRAINE E. MARTIN

RICHARD F. PISCATELLI ANDREW C. PROCELL MARY ANN RICHARDSON ROBERT E. SABO, SR. RONALD R.  SEIBERT

CHARLES SENSEL ROBERT W. SMITH SHIRLEY A.  SULLIVAN CLARENCE L. TOLLEY WILLIAM R. WARNER JOHN H. WOODRUFF

ALLISON POTTSEUBA MAE 
HARRIS-WINTON

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  JULY 20195



Never give up on God…speak with authority
BY JOHNATHON GOODENOW 

PEORIA – When Dr. Rose 
Booker-Jones speaks about the work of God doesn’t end, 
she is speaking from experience.
Booker-Jones, who underwent surgery and developed 
complications from a medical error, retired in December 
but is now doing chaplain work in Wichita, Kan.
At a service honoring retiring pastors, she reminded us of 
God’s amazing power in scripture and her own miraculous 
recovery, noting that God wants us to use this power to 
further His kingdom.
“Just as children take after their parents, we should take 
after God,” Booker-Jones said. In the same way that God 
used His power to create good things, she said that 
we are called to speak life into the world and create 
something do good in the world even when there doesn’t 
seem to be any around. God can use us to do good, and 
He has the power to make something out of nothing, so 
He will do miracles through his disciples. 
“Every opportunity we have, we should speak with God’s 
authority. Not about our agenda, but we should proclaim 
Jesus Christ and speak life. That whosoever believeth in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 
That mission does not end with retirement, though.
“Jesus is still calling us,” she said. “He’s telling us that it’s not 
time to give up. It’s not time to sit back and watch TV.” 

Booker-Jones implored that the retirees and all of us look 
at the world, noticing the injustices against our brothers 
and sisters, and use the power and the mission that God 
has given us to spread His love and improve the lives of 
those in need. 
She referenced that even Paul wrote about his feelings of 
weakness when he thought about the mission God set 
before him, but the conclusion was made that God’s grace 
was sufficient and His power is made perfect not in spite 
of our weakness but because of it. If we had the power to 
do the works of God, we wouldn’t see God in our works.
Jones had been hospitalized for an extended period of 
time following complications on a surgery. When she 
finally awoke miraculously, 
“Even my family was telling me it 
was time to rest,” She recalled. “But 
I kept hearing God say ‘Rose, get up! 
Swing that leg over the side of that 
bed. And I got up! Hallelujah!’” 
She asks that we as Christians take 
the same approach to our many 
ministries: 

“When the harvest doesn’t 
look good. when you wonder 
if anything matters, when your 
reputation is damaged, when 
waiting on God seems endless, 

don’t give up! God will renew your strength! God’s 
grace will renew you every time you need it… 
Though we may have signed on the dotted line and 
changed from active to retired clergy; there is no 
retirement with God. We are called to speak the word 
of God to its fullest potential. We speak for tomorrow, 
and when we speak God heals. Jesus is still on the 
throne. He is our savior, and he is our shepherd.”

Bishop Beard made a short statement following Booker-
Jones’s message: “I stood at the side of her bed. The doctors 
were ready to give up, but we have another doctor. God 
stepped in. I would like to thank IGRC for their prayers. I’m 
thankful that we have a God that doesn’t give up, so we 
should make sure that we never give up on God.”
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AC: Retirees Recognition

JAMES  ALLISON
28 YEARS OF SERVICE

PAUL R  BAUER
49.25 YEARS OF SERVICE

BRUCE  BAUMBERGER
39.5 YEARS OF SERVICE

GEORGE BIBY
2 YEARS OF SERVICE

ROSE BOOKER-JONES
17.5 YEARS OF SERVICE

MICHAEL BUCKMAN
25 YEARS OF SERVICE

STEVE BUSICK
14.5 YEARS OF SERVICE

Honoring Our Retirees

JOEL CATLIN
40.5 YEARS OF SERVICE

PAULETTE COTT
11.75 YEARS OF SERVICE

KIM DANCEY
14 YEARS OF SERVICE

DAVID DUCOMMON
22 YEARS OF SERVICE

LARRY A GILBERT
42 YEARS OF SERVICE

KATHY LEWIS
13 YEARS OF SERVICE

RICHARD LEWIS
42 YEARS OF SERVICE

ED HOKE
38.5 YEARS OF SERVICE

KEITH MICHAELS
28.5 YEARS OF SERVICE

ALAN MILLIGAN
44 YEARS OF SERVICE

ROBERT MORWELL
43.75 YEARS OF SERVICE

ANITA MUNDEN
10 YEARS OF SERVICE

ALAN RHEIN
48 YEARS OF SERVICE

JULIE A SMITH
12 YEARS OF SERVICE

TIM WOODARD
20.25 YEARS OF SERVICE

JENNIFER L SEDER
23 YEARS OF SERVICE

DANNY D WRIGHT
45 YEARS OF SERVICE

JOANN RUFF
7 YEARS OF SERVICE

FLORENE E SCOTT
9.5 YEARS OF SERVICE

ELIZABETH REIS
11 YEARS OF SERVICE

DEB REESE
35.25 YEARS OF SERVICE

EUGENE RAMSEY
30.75 YEARS OF SERVICE

CATHERINE NAJMON
22 YEARS OF SERVICE



Turning the  
old ship around

"Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet, it did 
not fall because it had its foundation on the rock.

“But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his 
house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with 
a great crash." – Matthew 7: 24-27

BY BISHOP FRANK J. BEARD
Resident Bishop, Illinois Area
The United Methodist Church

Well, if you can't tell by now, I am not one that 
believes that the best days of the United Methodist 
Church and the movement of Methodism are in the 
rearview mirror. The best days of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference are not in days gone by. Our best days are still 
in front of us. Yeah, I think we need to say amen or ouch.

Now, I'm not a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but 
I believe in the words of my slave foreparents who said, 
"I don't believe God brought me this far to leave me." 
God did not bring us this far to leave us. Now, I am by 
nature a pragmatist. It does not take a rocket scientist to 
tell you that these are dark days in the Methodist Church. 
These are difficult days. These are days filled with doubt, 
despair, and ever-looming doom. But the God that I serve 
specializes in working in low to not light conditions.

God often does God's best work in the midst of 
chaos and darkness. I know today that some of you, 
as United Methodists, are wounded. I know that some 
of you are battle weary. I know that some of you are 
worried. I know that some of you are wondering what 
the future will bring, but I stopped by to remind you that 
Psalm 30:5 says, "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
comes in the morning."

This present darkness will not last always. Joy 
is coming in the morning. Now, I don't know when 
morning will come, but morning is coming. I was 
listening to Carol Sims preach the other night, and she 
walked all over my sermon. Then I got to thinking, "Well, 
maybe God is just reinforcing one another." 

While I have your attention, allow me to dispel a 
major Christian myth popular among the people called 
United Methodists. The myth is this: if it's hard, it must 
not be of God. Here's the myth: if it's hard, it must not be 
of God.

I've heard some folks saying that the delegates to 
the 2019 General Conference got it all wrong. Let's not 
be too quick to jump on that bandwagon. We talk about 
being a global church, but we continue to only scratch 
where the U.S. church is itching. We fail to take seriously 
the damage and harm that we could cause by insisting on 
making our global church a U.S.-centric church. General 
Conference 2019 did accomplish this for all of us: it 
moved us off of stuck. Perhaps now we can become an 
unstuck church, maybe even an unstuck conference. 

We do know that the way forward is not paved. The 
road is not pretty. The directions are not printed, and 
the path surely is not primrose. But I heard David say in 

the Psalm, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil because thou art with 
me."

Yes, this current valley is dark. Yes, this valley is 
long and is filled with pitfalls and perils unknown, but 
thou art with me. Let us never forget the dying words of 
our founder, John Wesley who said, "Best of all, God is 
with us." So, my sisters and my brothers, we have a long 
road ahead of us. This journey can only be traversed as 
we commit and recommit ourselves to the task of being 
aligned with Christ. Each of us must be attached to Jesus 
Christ with the yolk of the Holy Spirit.

Now, we are a good annual conference. We are 
a good annual conference. We are a good annual 
conference. Seriously, I've been across our connection, 
and I would not trade this annual conference for any in 
our connection. I have traveled across, up, and down 
this annual conference, and I'm happy to be your bishop. 
There is no other place I desire to serve. There's no other 
church I would rather serve. There's no other conference 
I'm looking to serve. This is a good annual conference. 
Can I just take a minute and brag on y'all? I heard my 
father say one day, "It ain't bragging if you can back it up."

• The IGRC has had seven new faith community or 
new church projects begin in the last 12 months. 

• We've had 64 churches make at least one disciple in 
2018 by welcoming a new member by profession of 
faith. These are churches that previously only had a 
profession of faith in the last two years. 

• We just finished as an IGRC our ninth straight year 
with a balanced budget. 

• We have just completed the second best 
apportionment receipt percentage in IGRC history at 
94.69 percent. 

• A total of 703 of the 820 congregations in the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference paid 100 percent of their 
apportionments in 2018.

• The IGRC campus ministries in the past five years 
have had 2,657 students in service projects, 468 in 
worship, 327 in small groups, and they've raised 
more than $400,000. I keep hearing that we don't 
have young people. 

• The IGRC churches gave $6.6 million in missions 
giving through the conference in 2017, and that does 
not include any direct giving that might have been 
done that wasn't reported, things like Christmas 
shoe boxes and those other projects. 6.6 million in 
mission giving.

• We lead the jurisdiction in sending out work teams, 
VIM teams, to engage in hands on mission projects. 

• As of May 30, we have 228 people that have already 
committed to pray for our churches and ministries 
to make thousands of new disciples of Jesus 
Christ through our Reach 1,000 goals. We remain 
committed to the cast of developing leaders who are 
disciples who make disciples. We continue to work 
with our congregations offering resources and tools 
to develop disciple-making ministries and processes 
that transform and change lives.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference practices 

good financial stewardship by paying 100 percent of our 
general church apportionments. Some of you had heard 
me talk about that, and I don't want us to go backward 
from that. We have designated giving, so there should 
never be a church that has a pastor under appointment 
that doesn't give toward the general church, because you 
can designate your tithing. Just a thought. 

I'm happy. I'm happy. I'm peacock proud and 
honeymoon happy to be your bishop.

I'm happy but I ain't satisfied because we can do 
better, and we will do better. So the question asks itself: 
“Bishop, where do we go from here?” I'm glad you asked. 

First and foremost, we must all be committed to 
be an annual conference anchored in prayer. I believe 
in the power of prayer. One of the reasons I believe that 
I was assigned to be your bishop is that I believe we can 
move this conference further and farther along with our 
prayer ministries and our prayer effectiveness. I want us 
to become more of a praying conference.

Second, it really is all about Jesus. Knowing him 
and making him known, we must strive to be a Christ-
centered conference. Third, I want an annual conference 
that generally loves one another. The Bible says that folks 
will recognize that we belong to Jesus because of our love 
for one another. This love expresses radical hospitality. 
This love extends grace and space toward one another. 
This love speaks the truth with honesty and clarity and 
with integrity, and love looks for ways to express itself 
through mission and ministry outreach.

I want an annual conference that loves to give. Now, 
as far as I understand, tithing is not a suggestion. It's not 
even an option. Financial accountability and Christian 
stewardship go hand in hand.

Finally, I want an annual conference, and this 
will not surprise any of you, that knows how to catch 
fish. Our call is to make disciples and to transform the 
world. Our challenge is to develop leaders with depth 
and compassion, ones committed to being the hands 
and the feet of Jesus to a needy, sin-sick world. Let us be 
committed to reclaiming and retaining our Wesleyan 
DNA, one hand up to God and one hand reaching out to 
the people that God loves, all God's people. Let us also 
continue to engage in the work that God has assigned to 
this annual conference.

Now, it will take the power of God to hold our 
denomination together. I'm aware of that. My prayer 
continues to be for the Illinois Great Rivers, yea even in 
my personal life, my prayer is this. You've heard it many 
times. “Lord, send the gentle wind of Holy Spirit. Blow 
upon the embers of my heart and fan me into flames for 
Jesus once again.”

We can determine what type of annual conference 
we want to be. I don't know about you, but my hope is 
built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on 
Jesus' name, on Christ the solid rock I stand. All other 
ground is sinking sand. 

When we stand for Christ and with Christ and we're 
motivated to move in Christ, I believe the old ship will 
turn around. God bless you.
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Something is about to happen
BY SYLVESTER WEATHERALL
Co-Dean, IGRC Cabinet

My brothers and sisters:
It seems since the first day Bishop 

Beard walked in and saw his new 
cabinet, he has been steadily saying, 

"I want a unified cabinet. A cabinet that rows together in 
one direction together." 

Now he didn't know that Bishop Keaton called Mary 
Kathryn (Pearce) my sister because we argue like sisters 
and brothers, but he soon got an ocular view of how that 
can happen. I bet you all think we all think alike in the 
Cabinet Room, right? Wrong. But when a decision is 
made, we all live by the covenant that we will all do what 
the majority says.

My brothers and sisters, God has given us the 
cabinet, an ocular view of how ... what makes a cabinet 
unified personally. How many of you know some of the 
times when we are going through adversity, adversity 
is what makes the body come together? In the last year, 
we've seen Bishop Beard lose two sisters, and we watched 
him go through that with grace and humility and never 
stopped doing this work. Shortly after that, our brother 
Scott (Grulke) went into the hospital and stayed weeks 
and months and we didn't even know what was wrong 
with him. He didn't know what was wrong with him.

Shortly after that, Carol Russell was in a car accident, 
and they called the code on her several times. They said 
to us that they called in the family in on many occasions, 
Roger held onto faith like I've never seen in a human 
being. Then our sister Rose (Booker-Jones) went into the 
hospital for a simple routine surgery and three times they 
called Bishop Beard and said, “Rose has had a stroke, and 
Rose wouldn't do this and Rose wouldn't do that.” Bishop, 
I can remember the last time she was in the hospital, she 
did swing those legs over the bed, and we tried to get her 
to stay in the bed and she wouldn't.

Roger came back because he remembered Rose 
covered for him when Carol was in the hospital. Roger 
came back to the cabinet and covered for Rose as he's still 
doing to this day so Rose could go in early or leave. As 
soon as we got things back, we had our cabinet together 
and Jim Barnett on a Friday said, "I'll see you all Monday. 
I'm just going in for a routine thing and it isn’t nothing 
to worry about. My wife thinks I'm going to die, but I'm 
going to be okay." We got word that they're transporting 
Jim to Chicago, in a heroic life-saving effort.

My brothers and sisters, I don't know whether it 
was fear or gratitude to God for God's awesome love 
and God's awesome grace, but our cabinet had to come 
together through prayer. The only reason I believe we've 
made it over the last year is we had to pray for one 
another, console one another, and love one another the 
way we have never loved anybody that hard. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2019
Bishop Beard and his post-General Conference 2019 

summits said something that inspired the whole cabinet 
during this atmosphere of rumors and talk about United 
Methodist's divorce. Sidebar: If there's going to be a 
divorce somebody has to do something with the kids we 
have given birth to.

He said, "I don't believe that two and a half years 
of praying for a way forward, a whole day of prayer at 
General Conference 2019 and prayer throughout General 
Conference 2019 were not heard by God. That resonated 
with me because my wife Aletha and a team of people 
coordinated that whole General Conference prayer 
theme. Aletha had conference calls for months with Tom 
Albin of the Upper Room and people all over the United 
States and the world preparing for a conference of prayer.

They bathed the entire conference in prayer, and 
one day the UPS man came to my door and delivered 
five big boxes, and I looked at him. He looked at me, "I'm 
not bringing them in." Five large boxes from a person in 
California who couldn't be at the General Conference 
but wanted every delegate to have a cross. She sent five 
boxes of crosses. Then the ladies decided Mrs. Beard and 
Brenda Grimmett and Meredith Brown and Aletha to 
cut up some burlap and put burlap in a bag with all those 
crosses, I'm still finding pieces of burlap in the corner ... I 
had a ringside seat, as I watched those ladies laugh, pray 
and work hard to stuff over 2,000 little bags of crosses 
and prayer beads and burlap.

SOMETHING IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN
I believe my brothers and sisters, something major 

is about to happen in The United Methodist Church. 
It's obviously clear that business as usual is no longer 
accepted. I say that because as the latest work, I began to 
look at the history of Methodism in America. From the 
very beginning, Methodism and the American culture has 
always struggled to try to be at one with each other. Most 
of us in this room only know of Methodism that's United 
Methodist. The truth is, my friends, for 235 years we have 
a checkered history on being united, let alone uniform. I 
believe in many ways that we have never been united, but 
God still utilizes Methodism to change the world.

Let me review for you a brief history. In 1735 John 
Wesley wanted to introduce people in the New World to 
Jesus Christ and, in particular, he wanted to introduce 
Native Americans, to Jesus Christ. How many of you 
know, they told Wesley, "You can't do that! Those people 
are savages. You can't give them Jesus. They will scalp or 
kill you." But Wesley still introduced them to Jesus Christ 
and God used that moment to bring Native Americans 
into what we now call the Methodist church. From the 
very beginning, Native American people have been 
Christian. They didn't just come lately. They've been here 
all the time.

God provided for the African American church by 
utilizing Wesley's heart to introduce God to black people. 
In 1758 Wesley baptized, "Negro slaves and at least one 
woman," thus setting the table to receiving people of 
color into his societies. Wesley died in 1791, and when 
he died, he wrote to his friend William Wilberforce, "Do 
something about that abomination of slavery. Don't let 
nothing stop you from achieving the goal." Even in 1784, 
when we had our glorious Christmas Conference, we 
struggled on how we wanted to be together, and Black 
Harry Hoosier showed up. He was one of the first people 
to ride away from that conference to proclaim the Good 
News of Methodist in the land.

Black Harry Hoosier, illiterate, born a slave, set free 
by the Holy Spirit and Francis Asbury. When Asbury 
found out that he couldn't read, Asbury began to read 
the Bible out loud. He soon discovered that Harry could 
quote the Bible verbatim even though he couldn't read. He 
began to use Harry to open for him at his summer revivals 
and pretty soon Harry became one of the most foremost 
preachers in Methodism, and all of that lasted until ... 
until 1844 when the church split for two reasons into The 
Methodist Episcopal Church North and the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South. 
In 1858 desiring to spread the news into Africa, the 

Methodist Church sent their first missionary bishop to 
Liberia and he stayed there for 24 years preaching the 
good news to the folks in Liberia. In 1866, a group of black 
Methodists within the Methodist Episcopal Church South 
petitioned the General Conference to let them leave if 
we weren't going to be included in the church. For nearly 
100 years, my brothers and sisters, the Methodist Church 
operated on segregated bases. Then in 1939, they came up 
with a brilliant idea, groundbreaking idea, we are going to 
be united, doggone it, because we got a way forward.

In an effort to be unified, the 1939 merger created 
the Methodist Church from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church South and 
the Methodist Protestant Church and we came back 
together again. The southern churches would only agree 
to come back to this new merger if they didn't have to 
accept Yankee bishops, number one. Sorry, Bishop Hugh. 
Something had to be done about where black people 
would worship. In 1939, they created the first apartheid 
in America called the Central Jurisdiction and all of the 
African Americans that had been with Wesley from the 
beginning were placed in one jurisdiction that went from 
sea to shining sea.

It didn't matter where you were. When you had 
annual conference, you may have had to leave Springfield 
and your annual conference was in Denver. But, the folks 
came together and they elected leaders and they elected 
people who would lead them forward in Jesus name. In 
1944, the General Conference appointed a commission to 
study racial relationships. You would've thought that all of 
the African Americans would've been ready to come out 
of the Central Jurisdiction, but they weren't because they 
were afraid that if we come out of the Central Jurisdiction, 
we will not have leadership. We will not have a place at the 
table and everything we worked hard to achieve would go 
down the tubes.

Despite the inequities in that segregation, God still 
utilized the Methodist Church to bring in African Americans 
and have them reproduce themselves until we finally produced 
a Bishop Woodie White, who became the first African 
American bishop to serve in the Illinois Area in 1984. 

We continued to struggle to be a unified American 
church, while struggling hard now to be a global church. 
We never got it right being a national church and now 
we're trying to be a global church. In the years between 
1996 and 2000 General Conferences, the United States 
Jurisdiction and the non-U.S. Central Conferences didn't 
see a whole lot of change in this delegate percentage across 
the connection.

Every region changed by a percentage point or less in 
those four years, but the 2000 General Conference voted 
in a new way of assigning delegates. No longer would it be 
considered for both clergy and laity membership totals, 
but now the assignment would be solely based upon the 
membership of local churches. It basically turned our 
General Conference into a House of Representative form 
of government. Pew membership now determined the 
assignment of how many delegates jurisdictions were 
given. Since that change, a larger percentage of shifts 
started to be seen. After the redistribution from 2004 to 
2012, the northern jurisdictions were reduced by 82 votes 
to General Conference and the southern jurisdiction were 
reduced by 100 votes.

The west was reduced by 12 votes and in the same 
span African Central Conferences went from 186 
delegates in 2004 to 372 in 2012. The 2016 and future 
2020 General Conferences dramatically reduced the total 
number of delegates previously that were held in most 
of our Annual Conference. To maintain a real, apples to 
apples comparison, you need to switch from numbers to 
percentages. From 2004 to 2020, the northern jurisdictions 
were reduced by 11 percent. Their representation in the 
southern jurisdictions were reduced by 12 percent of their 
representation. Overall, from 2004 to 2020, the United 

CABINET ADDRESS CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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BY KEN MILLER
IGRC Lay Leader

Bishop, it gives me great pleasure to announce today that 
yesterday, the laity took an offering for our school that we 
support in Liberia, and they raised $5,379 for that school. 
Congratulate yourselves on that. What a wonderful thing 
that was.
I want to share a scripture with you that was shared 
yesterday, but I believe it of course talks about what we're 
all about as far as that's concerned. 
"When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together 
in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. They saw what seems to 
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the spirit enabled 
them." (Acts 2:1-4).
Have you ever wondered what it would have been like 
to be there and to witness what those people saw? 
How awesome would that have been and what a great 
experience? Imagine the fact that you're having this prayer 
meeting and all of a sudden you hear this sound of this 
huge wind blowing fiercely not outside the house, but 
inside the house. 
Now, it's bad enough, and I've been through a couple of 
tornadoes, so I know what it's like outside the house, but 
imagine this inside the house. Even more amazing, you 
see tongues of fire resting on the heads of the people. 
As if all those things were not enough, you have all these 
people speaking in different languages and everybody 
understanding them.
Can you imagine what Hollywood would have done with 
this? The special effects people would go crazy, wouldn't 
they? It'd be a dream come true for them. The Spirit of 
God had come upon those people at that time. Now, they 
had been told that the Spirit of God would come upon 
them, but I'm sure that they did not expect anything like 
what they experienced. They were overcome by a spirit 
that unites, a spirit that empowers, a spirit that creates and 
re-creates. The Spirit fell on them. The Spirit came to them, 
but more importantly and if you don't hear anything else 
I say today, the Spirit worked through them, just like the 
Spirit can work through us today.
They were filled with the Holy Spirit, and because of 
that, they had special powers. Lest we get caught up in 
the dramatics of the rushing wind and the tongues of 
fire, granted, they helped set the scene, but the most 
important part of this story is that the disciples were filled 
with the Holy Spirit.
Luke tells us again that they were talking in tongues and 
in different languages. Why is that important? Because it 
enabled all the people there to be able to understand 
what they were saying. When we think of the mission of 
the church today, the idea of many languages becomes 
even more important than it was back then. We need to 
use whatever language we can to get the message of Jesus 
Christ into the world.
Why were those early Christians so successful? I think it 
comes down to three things, and I want to share those 
three things with you very quickly this afternoon. 
First of all, it comes down to prayer, just as Bishop Beard 
said. Prayer is a powerful force in our lives. It gives us a 
chance to be sensitive to God's leading. Prayer gives us 
permission to give voice to the deepest concerns of our 
hearts, and we can do it anywhere and at any time. You 
know what? It's always appropriate. It doesn't matter 
when or where.

The second thing is love. What about love? Those early 
Christians loved each other. Nobody was in need because 
they shared everything. No one was excluded. No one 
was forgotten. It didn't matter who they were. They all felt 
welcome. 
There's a story of a youth pastor who decided that his 
youth group should paint the youth room. Because they 
could not agree on one color, he allowed them to paint 
each wall a different color. What he forgot was that the 
church's adult Sunday school class also used that room. 
Well, the senior members were a little upset about that, 
and to keep his job, the youth pastor came up with a great 
solution. He informed the senior members that he was 
proud of the team's spiritual maturity. One wall was blue 
to represent heaven, one wall was black to represent the 
power of sin, one was white to represent the purity that 
only comes through Jesus Christ's cleansing power, and 
one wall was red to stand for Jesus' blood shed for us. 
Not only did that diffuse the situation, but those colors 
remained for the next 14 years because no one would 
paint over the blood of Christ.
You know what, wouldn't that be wonderful if all of our 
differences could be resolved in that way? After all, folks, 
we are Christ's body, and they loved and respected 
each other. If we can't do that, what hope is there for 
the world? There's a deep divide among our churches, 
nowadays, a divide that keeps us from mounting a unified 
witness in the world.
... us mounting from mounting a unified witness in the 
world, but we can overcome that.
My second story is about an old folk tale of a town in 
Tennessee. There were two churches in the town, one 
Baptist and one Methodist. The Baptist Church preached 
against the Methodists and the Methodist Church 
preached against the Baptist. The town was equally divided. 
Then the rains came and the flood tore through the town. 
The Baptist minister hurried to move his family to higher 
ground, but they were trapped, and suddenly a huge 
wave came by and wrenched his baby girl from his arms. 
Suddenly, a man on the bank jumped into the water and 
swam to the little girl. Reaching or just in time, he pushed 
her onto a ledge, saving her life, but instantly the man was 
swept away by the raging water. His body, the body of the 
Methodist minister, was found a few days later.
One of the churches was destroyed by the flood and 
they never rebuilt it. Instead, they renamed the remaining 
church Sweet Harmony Chapel, and the Baptist minister 
never preached against anyone ever again. We're all 
followers of Christ and we need to love and respect each 
other.
The last of the stories is about passion, and I think this 
story illustrates that point very well. The Glide Memorial 
Church in San Francisco has a real ministry for people that 
few churches have. Their most effective ministry by far as 
their addiction recovery program. In the late 1980s, drug 
and alcohol addiction rates skyrocketed in San Francisco, 
especially in the inner-city neighborhoods. 
Glide's pastor, Cecil Williams, decided that his church 
would offer the best addiction recovery program available. 
But how would the church get the word out about the 
recovery program among the addicts? They decided to 
organize a march on Valencia Gardens in San Francisco 
because that was the most crime ridden public housing 
project in the city.
Over 600 people carried to take the message to the 
Gardens. Marchers carried signboards reading "It's 
Recovery Time" and "Welcome Home to Recovery." Those 
who did not have signs carried platters of food. Imagine 

what it was like for the residents of the most broken 
down, crime-ridden neighborhood to witness the invasion 
of hope, to have more than 600 people march down your 
streets singing songs of praise, bringing gifts of food, and 
announcing a much-needed drug rehabilitation program. It 
probably seemed like Pentecost all over to those people.
There is something wonderful about a unified group of 
people joining together in one common task and serving 
others. They feel good about themselves and they feel 
good about each other. 
Wouldn't it be wonderful to experience the joy, the unity, 
the commitment that characterized the early church. 
You know what? I truly believe that we can do that. If we 
pray more, if we love more, and if we serve Christ in our 
community more, the Holy Spirit will flood this room, just 
like it did those many years ago. You know what? The sky's 
the limit folks. The sky is the limit.
It changed the lives of the disciples who were gathered 
there that day, and they went to every corner of the 
world to share the good news of Jesus Christ with every 
person they could find. Now, the early church had none 
of the things that we think are necessary for success 
today. They didn't have buildings, they didn't have money, 
they didn't have political influence, they didn't have social 
status, and yet the church, one multitudes through Christ 
in the Roman Empire, because they had the power of the 
Holy Spirit and it was energizing their ministry. The good 
news, brothers and sisters, is that we have that same spirit 
available to us today. We just have to step out in faith and 
use that power.
Vance Havner said, "We are not going to move this 
world by criticism of it nor conformity to it, but by the 
combustion within it of lives ignited by the Holy Spirit of 
God." May it be so. Amen.

THE SECRET OF THEIR SUCCESS

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  JULY 20199

AC: Laity Address



AC: Evangelism / Church Growth Awards

Church growth awards
Church Growth Awards

 1-50:   Ritchey, Vermilion River District, 8 
professions of faith

 51-100:  Bloomington-Normal Hope, Vermilion 
River District, 13 professions of faith

 101-250:  Elmwood, Illinois River District, 18 
professions of faith

 251-500:  (three-way tie) Springfield Douglas 
Avenue and, Sherman, Sangamon River 
District; and Shiloh, Mississippi River 
District, 17 professions of faith

 501+:  Fairview Heights Christ, Mississippi River 
District, 94 professions of faith

Melgreen, Howell honored as Denman Award recipients
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – Rev. Julia Melgreen and Jess 
Howell were recognized by the IGRC Evangelism 
Committee as this year’s Harry Denman 
Evangelism Award recipients.

Melgreen, pastor of Springfield Douglas 
Avenue UMC was awarded the clergy Denman 
Award while Howell was named the laity Denman 
Award recipient.

JULIA MELGREEN
Melgreen, in her 34th 

year of ministry has served 
Douglas Avenue UMC for the 
past 14 years, was nominated 
by the Rev. Margaret Ann 
Jessup, the associate pastor at 
Douglas Avenue.

“Julia evangelizes 
wherever she goes – 
restaurants, grocery stores, 
Fit Club and gas stations,” 
Jessup wrote. “She is always 
inviting people to church and 
is sharing her love for God.”

Averaging 165 persons in worship each week, 
Douglas Avenue has developed a heart for mission 
and a passion to grow and love God more. Under 
her leadership, the church received the Church 
Growth Award in 2016 and again, in 2108. In 2016, 
Melgreen taught a confirmation class of 18 youth 
– many who had little or no parental support or 
Christian guidance at home.

“Most of these young people found acceptance 
at church that they didn’t find elsewhere and 
now know God’s love,” Jessup said. “It was Julia’s 
presence and her desire to bring people into God’s 
love that made this happen.”

Melgreen encourages young families to be a 
part of the Douglas Avenue community of faith. 
“She assures all young families feel comfortable 
(regardless of noises, disabilities and occasional 
chaos),” Jessup said. “Douglas Avenue UMC’s 
attendance has grown despite being in a small 
neighborhood with little drive-by traffic,” Jessup 
said. “On many Sundays, there are as many 
children, youth and young people as there are 
older adults.”

During the last five years, Melgreen has 
encouraged the launch of two successful non-profit 
ministries – Compass for Kids and Wooden It Be 
Lovely.

Compass for Kids is an academic and 
mentoring program for homeless and at-risk 
children, has grown and moved out of the church. 
The ministry is now serving hundreds of children 
at eight different schools in Springfield.

“I felt called to start Compass and Julia was an 
encouragement and worked in the background,” 
said Molly Behrendt, Compass executive director. 
“I am so grateful to her for mentoring me, for 
believing in me and supporting me. She changed 
my life and now thousands of kids in Springfield 
have been impacted.”

Now in its third year, Wooden It Be Lovely 
works alongside impoverished mothers that need 
healing and love. The ministry refurbishes and 
repurposes furniture and the sales of the completed 
furniture along with donations funds the ministry.

JESS HOWELL 
Jess Howell, an active member of Charleston 

Wesley UMC, works in the nursery and helps with 
other children and youth ministries. She has been 
active at Little Grassy, East Bay and the former 
Jensen Woods Camp, serving on staff for several 
years. She was Little Grassy’s summer director last 
year. 

A native of Edwardsville, Howell as active at 
Edwardsville St. John UMC through high school until 
she attended Eastern Illinois University where she is 

active in the Wesley Foundation campus ministry.
“These leadership skills have carried over to 

her work at camp, at the Wesley Foundation and 
in her career as a teacher for children with special 
needs,” said the Rev. Betzy Elifrits Warren, director 
of the EIU Wesley Foundation.

“Jess has a commitment to The United 
Methodist Church that I have rarely seen in a 
young adult,” said the Rev. Katie Gholson, chaplain 
at the VA St. Louis Health Care System and former 
staff member at Edwardsville St. Johns UMC. 
“Jess has depended on the church to be a stable 
environment for her as her family life has not been 
as stable. Not everyone in her family shares her 
view of Christianity, but she has been an example 
to her family of God’s unconditional love and 
Christ’s reconciliation.”

Whether at camp or in the church, Howell has 
been influential in many children’s lives, helping 
them how to share what they believe and helps 
give them voice to be outspoken disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 

“As a parent of a children who has been in 
Jess’s care, I know first-hand the difference it has 
made to have someone in the church nursery 
who teaches the children,” Warren said. “She gets 
on their level and knows how to help them pray 
in ways that are age-appropriate, and who shows 
them God’s love and grace through her words and 
actions. My son knows what he does of Christ in 
large part because he has spent time with jess in 
the nursery at church.”

ABOUT THE DENMAN AWARD
The Denman Evangelism Award is named 

for the late Dr. Harry Denman, distinguished 
lay evangelist, who the late Dr. Billy Graham 
called “my mentor in evangelism.” The award is 
made possible by the Foundation for Evangelism, 
which was founded in 1949 by Dr. Denman, who 
felt it was the business of every Christian to be 
an evangelist. Today, annual conferences honor 
persons who carry out the spirit of Harry Denman.

The Denman Award honors an IGRC United 
Methodist lay, youth and clergy person who 
exhibits unusual and outstanding efforts for work 
in Christian evangelism by faithfully carrying out 
the mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ.”

Pinkstaff, Harmony garner 
One Matters awards
Two IGRC churches were recognized by the Evangelism 
Committee with Discipleship Ministries’ One Matters 
Award.
Pinkstaff UMC, located in the Kaskaskia River District and 
pastor David Cogdill; and Harmony UMC, part of the Trinity 
Charge in the Kaskaskia River District and pastor Jill Bunker, 
were both recognized during the 2019 Annual Conference.   
Now in its fifth year, the One Matters Discipleship Award 
is an effort for annual conferences to renew their focus 
on discipleship, especially at congregations in the United 
Methodist connection where annual baptisms and 
professions of faith too often are nonexistent, by honoring 
churches with the new One Matters Discipleship Award.
Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church is 
urging each conference to use the award to recognize one 
church that is turning zeros into positive numbers with 
a renewed focus on discipleship. The Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference has annually recognized two congregations.
The award, which includes $1,000 and a One Matters 
Discipleship Award plaque, will be presented to the pastor 
and lay leaders of a congregation which has done significant 
work to make its zeros from previous years become 
positive numbers. The monetary award is designed to 
encourage continued growth in the area of discipleship.
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AC: Legislation Vote Totals / GC Delegates

IGRC General and Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegation for 2020
Clergy – General Conference
Sara Isbell – Elected 3rd ballot
Randy Robinson – Elected 3rd ballot
Janice Griffith – Elected 5th ballot
Beverly Wilkes-Null – Elected 7th ballot
Eric Swanson – Elected 10th ballot

Clergy – Jurisdictional Conference
*Beth Fender – Elected 13th ballot
*Mike Crawford – Elected 13th ballot
Jennie Edwards Bertrand – Elected 15th ballot
Andy Adams – Elected 16th ballot
Nicole Cox – Elected 17th ballot

Alternate to Jurisdictional Conference
Sylvester Weatherall – Elected 18th ballot
Gay Crede – Elected 18th ballot
Vince Rohn – Elected 20th ballot

Laity – General Conference
Paul Black – Elected 2nd ballot
Anna Fender – Elected 3rd ballot
Pamela Hammond-McDavid – Elected 3rd ballot
Kimberly Woods – Elected 6th ballot
Steven Schonert – Elected 7th ballot

Laity—Jurisdictional Conference
*Anish Hermon – Elected 9th ballot
*Julie Boesen Higgins – Elected 10th ballot
John Cooper – Elected 10th ballot
Christina Krost – Elected 11th ballot
Larry Weber – Elected 13th ballot

Alternate to Jurisdictional Conference
Erik Slingerland – Elected 15th ballot
Clarke Barnes – Elected 15th ballot
Andrea Stuby – Elected 17th ballot

Legislative Item Title Action Taken

101 Organizational motions Approved by hand vote

102 2020 Conference Budget Goodell amendment failed 353-472
Weber amendment failed 109-720
Original budget approved 705-101

103 Clergy Health Insurance Approved by hand vote

104 Rental/Housing Allowance Approved by hand vote

105 Equitable Compensation  Approved by hand vote

106 Standing Rule V.A. (2/3 vote required) Approved by hand vote

107 Review of Standing Rules (2/3 vote required) Approved by hand vote

108 Congregational Development: Reach 1,000 Approved by hand vote

109 Property Matter - Closure of Bethel UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

110 Property Matter - Closure of Big Prairie UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

111 Property Matter - Closure - Charleston Otterbein UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

112 Property Matter - Closure - Colp UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

113 Property Matter - Closure-Garrison Temple UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

114 Property Matter - Closure - Prairieton UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

115 Property Matter - Closure - Providence Chapel UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

116 Property Matter - Closure - Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

117 Property Matter - Closure - Bonnie UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

118 Property Matter - Closure - Bryant UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

119 Property Matter - Closure - Decatur Central UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

120 Property Matter - Closure - Irvington UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

121 Property Matter - Closure - St. Jacob UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

122 Property Matter - Closure - Tower Hill UMC Approved by hand vote as a bundle

123 UM Foundation By-Laws Approved by hand vote

Report 124 Committee on Nominations Approved by hand vote

201 Inclusion of Youth and Young Adults at Conference Approved by hand vote

Report 301 Connectional Ministries - Related Spending Plans Received by hand vote

Report 302 Report of the Conference Treasurer Received by hand vote

Report 303 Advance Specials and Five Star Challenge Received by hand vote

Report 304 Conference Board of Pensions Received by hand vote

Report 305 Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund Received by hand vote

Report 306 IGRC Board of Trustees Received by hand vote

Report 307 United Methodist Foundation Received by hand vote

OFFERINGS
Laity Session offering  
for John Kofi Asmah School: $6,704.52

Tom Brown Scholarship  
at Wiley College:  $7,605.58

Our Conference,  
Our Kids Campaign:  $96,735.09

Ordinand’s Trip:  $8,589.24

*The first two elected jurisdictional delegates serve as 
   alternates to General Conference
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The power of the Spirit: restoration and revival
BY JONATHON GOODENOW 

PEORIA – Bishop Frank J. Beard shared with new 
ordinands and commissionees that God can wield power 
to the church and asked that it would cry out to God for 
God to use the church liked God used the disciples after 
Pentecost.

Bishop Beard shared that prayer, purpose, passion is 
powered by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus told the disciples to wait in that Upper Room 
until they were clothed with spiritual power. When the 
Holy Spirit came over them, they became vessels that 
God used to spread His truth and love throughout the 
world. 

Bishop Beard said that The United Methodist 
Church has not followed this directive.

“Have you noticed we have some spiritual streakers 
in The United Methodist Church?” Beard asked. “We 
have some folks who don’t have their spiritual clothes on, 
and some have the wrong clothes.” Beard reminded the 
conference that Christians need to don the armor and 
weapons of Ephesians 6:10 and go into the world to do 

good and make disciples. 
“We are engaged in spiritual warfare, and if you’re 

not aware of that you need to open your eyes and look in 
your community,” he said.

Bishop Beard told several stories about how he and 
others had witnessed the Holy Spirit worked miracles 
through prayers. When he was stationed as a pastor in 
Indiana, Beard was a witness to two separate occasions of 
miraculous medical recoveries spurred by the power of 
prayer. In one case, he was brought to a hospital by James 
Warren Bailey, a layperson for the Anderson, Indiana 
church, to pray for a church member who had recently 
been admitted there. A doctor met with them assuming 
that they were family and told them that there was 
nothing more they could do to save her life. The doctor 
walked away and the two of them stayed there to pray. 

“I will confess to you that I don’t think my prayer 
reached the ceiling,” the bishop said, “but he prayed 
‘Lord if it’s your will to raise this sister up, I pray that you 
would touch her with the power of God.’ About three 
weeks later she was in church.”

He went on to tell the story of how he emulated 
this same prayer for a woman who was about to be 
disconnected from life support. She had recently been 
given her last rites by another pastor, but then Beard 
came in and emulated the prayer that Bailey had given. 
When the doctors disconnected life support, she got up, 
coughed, and asked for a Pepsi. Similarly, the bishop’s 
uncle was cured of alcoholism when he mistakenly 
walked into a church one night and was prayed over.

The disciples needed to get their spiritual clothes on, 
so they met together in that room to do both corporate 
and personal prayer. The Holy Spirit responds to prayer 
and it responded to them. 

“They argued about who was gonna sit on the 
right and the left of Jesus before,” said Beard, “but they 
came together that day in unity and prayed, and they 
received the Spirit because they didn’t want to keep it to 
themselves. When the Spirit comes restoration follows 
and revival is the result. The wind came into the room 
and they were pushed out into the street. Lord, do it 
again.”

(ABOVE) Six persons were ordained elders in full connection. Pictured, from left, are: Christopher Maurice 
Hughes Quick, Amy Marie Jeffries, Andrew Paul Black, Kevin Donald Kriesel, Bishop Frank J. Beard, Caleb 
Robert Elmore McGregor, Timothy Michael Anderson Delaney and Janice Louise Ringenberg.

(LEFT) Four were commissioned as provisional deacons. Pictured, from left are: Rebecca Catherine Swanson 
Groves, Kyle Douglas Steward, Bishop Frank J. Beard, Sarah Elizabeth Ann Dierker and Bradley Alexander 
Lewis.

(BELOW) Three were commissioned as provisional elders. Pictured, from left are: Brad Dean Curtis, Jona-
thon Lee Brashear, Bishop Frank J. Beard and Waylon Shane Frederick.

Photos by Troy Brown
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CACHE RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Stan Irvin 2FE
1508 Sioux Dr, Ste C, Marion 62959-5209, 618-998-0135, fax 618-998-0137, 
CacheRiver@igrc.org, 1108 Daybreak Dr, Marion 62959-3791,       
*618-974-1766, sirvin@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Anna Richard Sullins 2RE
Belknap/West Eden Steve Heisner  34SY
Benton First Lee Lovett  5FE  
Cache Chapel/Olmsted David Estep  2RE
Cairo Tigert Memorial/

Mounds Doug Atkins 7PL
Carbondale First Howard White 1FE
 Yiwen Bi  2FL
Carbondale Grace Jungil Rhee 2FE
Carmi Emmanuel Scott Baird 4AM
Carmi First  Randy Douglass 5FE
Carrier Mills First Todd Krost 2FE
Carterville Larry Gilbert 1FE
Cedar Grove/Pittsburg Steve Utley 5PL
Center/Cypress/Luther’s Chapel 
    Cypress Kenneth Baker 9SY

Center
Luther's Chapel Kenneth Baker  16SY

Cobden: Jesus es el Senor Hiram Gonzalez 3FL
Concord Randy Douglass 3SY
Crab Orchard  Paul Jacob 6PL
Cross and Flame Ministries Daniel J Motta 1PE
Crossville/McHenry Dave Cochran 5FL
Dahlgren/Macedonia Therese Melena 2SY 
DuQuoin April Dawne Turner 1PL
Eldorado/Wesley Chapel Chris Wise 5FL
Energy Gary Billiot 3RL
Enfield/Wesley Chapel/
    Webb's Chapel Michael Johnsey 3PL
Equality/Ridgway/ 

Shawneetown Emmanuel Thad Galloway 3LM
Fountain Paul Jacob  4PL
Galatia/Raleigh TBS  
Glendale/Eddyville/Powers Michael Shearer 7FL
Golconda First/Cave In Rock Cherrie Lynn Roan 10PL
Goreville/Creal Springs Enrico Esguerra 2OE 
Grand Tower/
    Wolf Lake/Ware Sandy Estes 2PL
Greater West Frankfort Parish:

West Frankfort Antioch
West Frankfort Central George Biby 1RL

Harrisburg First Ronald C George 3FE
Herrin Carl Mesiti 2RA
Johnston City/Stiritz  Stephen Hudspath 4FL
Jonesboro/Walnut Grove Bobbi Shultz 3RL
Joppa/Oak Grove Pete Ryan 12PL
Karnak/Cross Road TBS  
Marion Aldersgate  Lance Leeds 3FE
Marion First John Hackmann 4FE
Maunie Dave Cochran 3SY
McLeansboro First Russell Anderson 2FL
Metropolis  Shalom Renner 5FE
  Amy Martin 2OD
Mount Moriah/

Pleasant Grove  Jimmie D Lambert 9RL
New Burnside/Taylor Rocio Reyes Williams 10PL
Norris City/Shiloh Tim Gossett 3FL
Olive Branch/Tamms  Brent Gordon 12LM
Ohio Chapel TBS  
Pinckneyville Donald Meeks 2FE
Rosiclare Margaret Rose Johnston-Davis 2PL
Sesser/Valier Jim Slone 1RE
Sunfield/Greenwood Bill Wiggs, Jr 7FE
Tate’s Chapel/Broughton Robert Mainer 5PL

Vergennes Faith  Stephanie Voss 7PL
Vergennes Wesley/Elkville Angela Kaye Ransom 11PL
Vienna Joseph Richard 4FE
West Frankfort Trinity Joey L Dunning 11FE
Zeigler/Royalton Lori Van Horn 2PL 
Zion Van Scott 18PL

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Charliam Renner 1 FE
1901 S 4th St, Ste 236, Effingham 62401-4188, 217-347-3915, fax 217-347-3916, 
EmbarrasRiver@igrc.org, 602 Newman Ct, Effingham 62401-6404, *217-347-3917, 
crenner@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Altamont Circuit:
Asbury
Funkhouser
Salem Ed Wojnar 14RL 

Altamont First Paige Campbell 3FE
Beecher City/Shumway Jessica George 1PE
Brownstown/Emmanuel Don Thomas 9PL
Casey Gary Fairchild 4FE
Charleston Wesley Tom Corum 2FE
Cowden/Lakewoodz Antonio Ronaldo Sutton 1FL
Dogwood Prairie/

Seed Chapel San Young Lee 3OF
Effingham Centenary Christine Cunningham 3FE
 Jessica Baldyga 5FE
Falmouth/Willow Hill/
    Woodbury Chuck Cunningham 6PL

Five Point Parish:
Stewardson
Mode
Strasburg
Washington
Gaskill TBS  
 Steve Harder 5SY

Greenup / Cottonwood 
    Lerna Cameron St Michael 3PL
Harmon  Janice Cunningham 2SY
Harvest Jeff Morrison 9PL
Herrick Tonna Percival 1SY
Humboldt Mitch Ramey 5PL
Hume Melody Forcum 2SY 
Kansas / Scottland Melanie Hoth 5PL
Kirk Chapel / Palestine First James Conlin 5SY

The United Methodist Churches of Marshall:
Grandview  Tawnya Fairchild 5PL
Marshall Asbury Tawnya Fairchild 7PL
Marshall First Robert Sabo, Jr 1FE
Marshall Armstrong Adam Penn 3FE
Marshall Emmanuel /
    Zion John Cross 2FE

    Marshall Trinity/
Dunlap/Martinsville Stacy Tomich 4FL

Mattoon First Joel Michael Smith 4FE
Montgomery Good Shepherd’s Parish:

Coffeen
Fillmore
Hillsboro
Irving
Witt Michael B Lawton 4OF
 Carol Sue Bryce 6RE

 John Ray 1RE

Montrose Tonna Percival 2SY
Neoga Grace / Toledo / Etna Robert Dillingham 2PE
Newton Grace / Kedron Amy Jeffries 3FE
Nokomis Mark Milhouse 1FL
Oak Ridge Fred White 12RE
Oakland Chuck Trent 6RE
Oblong Central/Flat Rock Imelda Ramos 2OE
Oblong Evangelical Jeff VanDyke 2FE

Oliver / Patton Joseph Irwin, Sr 11SY
Palestine Grace / Zion Kyle Bailey 5PL
Paris First  Joe Tomich 4AM
Paris Otterbein / Vermilion Jeff Stahl 7FL
Pearl Chapel Fred White 12RE
Pleasant Valley TBS  
Robinson First Jay Regennitter 6FE
Robinson Otterbein /

Hutsonville Judy Williams 4RL

Saint Elmo Circuit:
Fairview
Trinity Chapel John Heicher 27PL

Saint Elmo First Daniel Laack 8PL
Salem  Jeremy Harminson 7PL

Shelby Cooperative Ministry:
Fourth Street
Wesley Chapel Linda Trent 6LM

Shelbyville First  Dan Seibert 8FE
Sugar Grove  William Duke 24SY
Vandalia Haley Chapel/

Mount Carmel  David Arnold  5SY
Watson James Whitaker 8RL
West Liberty  Kenneth Miller 8RE
Westfield Walter Miller 10FE
Zion Hill  Eugene Creek 3RL

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Mary Kathryn Pearce 7FE
2818 N University St, Peoria 61604-2610, 309-688-9027, fax 309-688-9037, 
IllinoisRiver@igrc.org, 11607 N Dunmore, Dunlap 61525-8707, *309-231-0925, 
mkpearce@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Bartonville/Kingston Mines Nick Jordan 6FE
Blue Ridge  Randall Shepard 2PL
Bradford Leet/Boyd's Grove  Janice Ringenberg 4FE
Brimfield Roland M Millington 1SY
Canton South Park/
    Shields’ Chapel David Meader 3FL
Canton Wesley  Bruce Rushing 9FE
 Leanne Noland 2FE
Chillicothe  Ronald R Martz 6FE
Crossroads Jason Woolever 5FE
 Sara Beth Wanck 5FE
Cuba/London Mills Russell Rhodes 4FL
Dayspring Native American
     /East Peoria Faith Danira Parra 5PL
Deer Creek  Andy Hoskins 1SY
Delavan  Charles Graul 2PE
Dunlap Prospect  Stephen Pichaske 7FE
East Peoria First  Mary Arnold 12FE
Eureka Paul Wier 6FE
Farmington Walter Carlson 3RE
Glasford Ethan Carnes 5FE
Green Valley First Heather Robertson 3PL 
Hanna City/Trivoli Jeremy Lafary 4FE
Henry/Washburn William Meachum 3PE
Kewanee Walter Kevin Drane 2OE
Lacon Sparland/Varna  Cathy Renee Duffy 2PL 
LaFayette/West Jersey    
   Laura/Monica Angela L Fleming 2PL
Lewistown Shane Smith 3FE
Mackinaw Shelly Forrest 4FE

AF - Affiliate Member
AM - Associate Member
DM - Diaconal Minister
DR - Retired Diaconal Minister
FD - Full Member Deacon
FE - Full Member Elder 
FL - Full time Local Pastor   

LM - Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor,   
   not appointed
LP - Other Local Pastor 
OA - Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD - Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE - Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
   or other Methodist denomination

OF - Full Member of other denomination
OP - Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR - Retired Member of other Annual Conference 
PD - Provisional Deacon
PE - Provisional Elder
PL - Part time Local Pastor
RA - Retired Associate Member

RD - Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  - Retired Full Member Elder 
RL - Retired Local Pastor
RP - Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP - Student Local Pastor 
SY - Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS - To Be Supplied
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Manito Steven J Oaks 2FL
Maples Mill Jerry Sawyer 16RL
Morton Gary Feldman 3FE
 Gabriel Wanck 3PE
Mossville  David Melvin 2PE
Mount Pleasant Kathy Sue Barrett 14PL
Norris  Deborah Rhodes 6PL
Pekin First  James C McClarey 6FE
 Heather Robertson 3PL
Pekin Grace Eric N Swanson 1FE
Peoria Bethel  Tyson Parks, Jr 2OD
Peoria Bradley Epworth  Thomas A Eckhardt 31FE
Peoria First  Timothy Ozment 3FE
 Adrian Garcia 10FE
 Tanya Yvette Edwards-Evans 1OE
Peoria Forrest Hill Cecelia Granadosin 3FE
Peoria Northwest Miranda Dinges 1PE
Peoria University Paul Arnold 12FE
Princeville Zachary Waldis 4FE
RiversEdge Binu Baby 2FL
Saint David   TBS  
Sheffield Terry Lancaster 6PL
Smithfield Brock/ 

Locust Lane Ellen Dodd 7PL
Texas Raymond P Harrison 18RE
Tiskilwa Community 

Church UM/AB TBS  
Toulon TBS  
Tremont Larry Frank, Jr 2FE
 Cathy Jean Clark 4PL
Washington Evangelical  Charles E McDonald 1FE
White Chapel/Monterey Rebecca Gearhart 6PE
Willow Hill  Bradley F Watkins II 3FE
Wyoming / New Hope Rebecca J Klemm 5FE
Zion Evangelical  Edward Newlan 4PL

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Angie Eunjoo Lee 3FE
2305 Village Green Pl, Ste D, Champaign 61822-7671, 217-359-0640,
fax 217-359-6255, IroquoisRiver@igrc.org, 201 Cattail, Savoy 61874-4221,        
*217-369-1292, alee@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Allerton Clyde Snyder 12RE
Arcola Matthew Stump 2FE
Arthur Bruce Weiman 5FE
Batestown/Union Corner Patti Wise 24PL
Bellflower Louella Pence 11RL
Bement James Fielder 2PL
Camargo Lenny Summar 5PL
Catlin Zachary LeCrone 3FL
Centerville/Seymour/

White Heath Seth Emerson 1SY
Champaign Faith Sheryl Palmer 5FE
 Cory Blackwell 3FD
Champaign First Leah Pogemiller 2FE
Champaign New Horizon Mark Jordan 10FE
Cissna Park/Rankin Molly Spence-Hawk 4FL
Collison Sally Swaim 9RL
Countryside/Tolono  Tabitha Nelson 2FL
Danville First/
Danville Bowman Avenue James Kevin Little 3PL
Danville Saint James  Randall Robinson 9FE
 Gregory Boylan 2FL
Donovan / Crescent City Kevin Nourie 5PL
Fairmount / Fairview /

Georgetown Matt Filicsky 12PL
Farmer City / Weedman Steve R Anderson 3FE
Fisher Seth Schutte 2PL
Fithian / 
    Danville Farmers Chapel Darla Holden 3PL
Gibson City John Tennyson 8FE
Gifford George Desmond 4PL

Gilman/Ashkum Malcolm Jones 5FL
Hindsboro Zandra Anderson 1OE
Homer TBS  
Hoopeston / Wellington TBS  
Iroquois / Sheldon Vickie Killus 7LM
Loda Rachel Stockle 5FE
Ludlow Lenny Summar 1PL
Mahomet Craig Sweet 2FE
Mansfield Edward Davis 4FE
Middlefork George Desmond 4PL
Milford / Woodland Gail Meyers 5LM
Mount Vernon/Bondville Naomi Sue Roberts 3PL
Newman / Murdock Dean Beals 3RE 
Oakwood / Hebron Jessica JeCrone 1PL
Ogden / Broadlands Kathy Murphy 10PL
Onarga  Mark Crawford 1SY
Paxton John Hauck 5FE
Pesotum Jie Wu Smith 3PL
Piper City / Melvin TBS  
Quest Grace Casey Taylor 3FE
Rantoul First Paula Wallace 4FE
Ridge Farm/Indianola David Almy 4LM
Roberts Stan Rapp 19RA
Rossville / Bismarck Christopher Quick 2FE
Sadorus / Parkville Robert Adams 10PL
Saint Joseph Eugene Turner 3FE
Savoy Marc E Brown 6FE
Shiloh Louella Pence 5RL
Sidell / Chrisman TBS  
Sullivan First TBS  
Tuscola Terri Haas 2PE
Urbana First Robert K Freeman 3FE
Urbana Jesus’ Love Ministry Chiyong Oh 3OE
Urbana Wesley Daniel King Crede 16FE
 Deborah Jungmi Kang 2OE
Villa Grove  Sandra Hire 7FL
Watseka TBS  
Weldon Julia Abel 1PL

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Carol Lakota Eastin 6FE
1603 Salem Rd, Mount Vernon 62864-2628, 618-242-2817, fax 618-242-2917, 
KaskaskiaRiver@igrc.org, 405 Jay Dr, Mount Vernon 62864-2249, *618-244-0538, 
clakotaeastin@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Adams Corner  Eugene Seals 4SY
Albion / Bethel  Brad Henson 2RA
Allendale  Eunice Glasser 2PL
Asbury Chapel/Bellmont Vaughn Courter 14LM
Ashley Randy Burwell 3PL
Beulah Mike Rucker 3FL
Bluford Otterbein TBS  
Bridgeport / Petrolia Deetta Gaither 2FL
Calhoun / Ebenezer North Tony Reed 2PL
Centralia First Sidney Davis 1FE
Claremont   Jim Majernik 22SY
Cornerstone Randy Burwell 3PL
Enterprise/West Steven Miller 1SY
Fairfield Ellen Moore / 
     Johnsonville / Bethel Diane Goff 2SY
 Kenneth Bunker 2SY
Fairfield First Nathan Jeffries 1FL
Farina / Patoka Lisa Wiedman 2FL
Flora First  Judy Vidakovich 2FL
Flora Trinity Nancy Myers 6LM
Garrison Temple TBS
Golden Gate / Conway James W Steinsultz 47PL
Grayville / Browns Roger W Boyd 5OE
Hopewell / Olive Branch Tommy Vaught 7SY
Ina / Waltonville Katherine Newnam 3PL
Kinmundy First / Wesley David O Kueker 6FE
Lancaster Bryan Cummins 2SY
Lawrenceville First / Billett Jonas Hamilton 2FL
Lawrenceville Otterbein Floyd Wood 7SY
Louisville Duane Ambrose 7RE
May Chapel Floyd Wood 5SY
Mount Carmel Evangelical Jeremy Henson 5FE
Mount Carmel Trinity Terry Weavil 4OF
Mount Vernon Epworth / 

Wayne City / Zion Elton Storey 12FL

Mount Vernon First Victor K Long 10FE
Mount Vernon Wesley /
     Union Chapel / Dix James Peak, Jr 2RL
Mt Vernon W. Salem Trinity Harold Quick, Jr 5FE
Mount Zion / Brown’s Chapel  Patti Hanzel 4PL
 Tom Hanzel 4PL
Odin / Alma / Pleasant Grove R C Merten 8LM
Olney First Jeff Bealmear 2FE
Olney Immanuel Gary Pearce 3PL
Olney St Paul John Vidakovich 2RE
Parkersburg /
Ebenezer Sams / 
Little Wabash Gary Theriac 2SY
Pinkstaff / Chauncey Landes David Cogdill 11PL
Pleasant Grove Eugene Seals 4SY
Richview / Gilead Mark Myers 1RE
Saint Francisville Eunice Glasser 2PL
Salem Grace Lori A Harvey 3FE
Salem Trinity / Iuka Lynette DeAtley 2FE
Sandoval / Boulder  Michael Hall 2PL
Shattuc Steven Fox 3PL
Sumner / Lawrenceville Zion W Shane Frederick 4PE

Trinity Charge:
Clay City / Harmony / 
Bethel Jill Bunker 5FL

Union Chapel DeAnna Adamson 2SY
Vandalia First Terry Westerfield 6FE
West Salem Zion Bradley Fausnacht 1FL
Xenia Bob McNeely 13PL

LA MOINE RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Nic Showalter 3FE
102 S Fayette St, Jacksonville 62650-2097, 217-245-9946, fax 217-243-5448, 
LaMoineRiver@igrc.org, 9 BelAire Ct, Jacksonville 62650-3614, *217-670-9272,
nshowalter@igrc.org,  ( ) = not a mailing address

Ashland / Peter Cartwright TBS  
Astoria / Sheldon's Grove Robert D Greene 6RE
Batchtown  Phil Grable 31SY
Beardstown  Jarrett Wells 4FE
Bethel/Grafton  Keith Michaels 1RE

Bright Star United Methodist Parish:
Griggsville / New Salem
Detroit / Florence/ Oxville
Perry / Bluffs / Naples David Kelly 12FE
   Alvin Laird 23SY
   Peg Ratliff 23SY

Camp Point /
Centennial Ebenezer Sheila Kelly 4FE

Carlinville  Rex E Hendrix 5FE
   Cheryl L Hendrix 2FD
Carrollton / Christ  Tracy Armstrong 3OF
Carthage First  Rusty Beals 5FE
Clayton (Federated) TBS 
Concord / Arenzville /
    Bluff Springs  Randy Azbell 6FL
Doddsville  David Haney 16SY
Faith United Charge:

Browning
Sugar Grove  Charla J Meyers 6PL

Faith United Followers:
Beverly / Plainville /
Richfield  Lois Sorrill 13PL

Franklin / Durbin  Robb Roper 4PL
Greenfield / Rockbridge Kevin Hembrough 3FL 
Hamilton / Warsaw  Nicholas Gleason 6FE
Havana First / Oakford Jame Hahs 6FE
Industry / Vermont  Bennett Woods 3FL
Jacksonville Centenary  Melvin Nielsen 2FL
Jacksonville Grace  Donald Jackson 4FE
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel Sue Trexler 4RL
Jerseyville  Robert R Taylor 5FE
Littleton   John Robert Kirkham 6OE
Living Faith  Sharon Renner 3FL
Loraine   Connie Jenkins 7RA
Manchester  TBS
Mount Sterling First/
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Columbus  Juan Angel Rosales  3FL
Murrayville / 
    Jacksonville Asbury Gifty Smith 2FD
New Hope  Dorothy Isaacs 20RL

Northwest Parish:
Palmyra / Modesto John Chrisler 20PL

Paloma / Pleasant Grove Kyle Jason Frink 3FL
Payson   Annelle Ruemmler 6FD
Pittsfield   Mick Laflin 2OF
Quincy Melrose Chapel Nancy Wilson 1FE
Quincy Union  Carol Stufflebeam 4FE
    Kyle Jason Frink 4FL
Quincy Vermont Street Patty Johansen 6FE
Rosedale   Roger Czaia 6SY
Rural   John Curtis 23RE
Rushville First  Randy McGeehon 2AM
The United Parish:

Barry / Hull 
New Canton
Pleasant Hill  Tony Loyd 4FL
   JoAnn Ruff 7PL

Virden First / Girard Mark Doane 3AM
Virginia / Fairview  Jonathon Brashear 3PE
Waverly   Roosevelt S Smith II 1RE

West Central Charge:
Brooklyn / Ebenezer
Houston / Camden  Dan Wise 2SY

Winchester   Robin R Lyons 15FE

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Allynn Walker 1FE
121 Behrens St, Ste 2, O’Fallon 62269-1510, 618-622-3072, fax 618-622-3073, 
MississippiRiver@igrc.org, 713 Wild Horse Creek Dr, Fairview Heights 62208-2047, 
*618-589-3007, rbooker-jones@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Alton Grace / Hartford / Elsah Alan Abert 3PL
Alton Main Street  Timothy Pate         6FE
    Kyle Steward         1PD
Belleville Saint Matthew Robert A Swickard 2FE
   Andrew Black 2FE
Belleville Signal Hill   Arthur James Francis 6PL
Belleville Union  Harvey K Gaither, III 4FE
    Carolyn Carnes 3FE
Benld   Sharon Treptow 2RE
Bethalto   William G Pyatt 4FE
Brighton Saint Paul  Dala A Lawrence 3PL
Bunker Hill  Diane Schulte 4PL
Carlyle / Huey / Beckemeyer Steven C Barrett 3PE
   Robert Souders 14RE
Caseyville/Collinsville First Michael Barclay 2FL
Chester First  James Oppedal 1SY
Columbia Bethany  Allen Miller 1FE
The Connection Faith
     Commmunity  Michael Whitaker 2FE
Coulterville / Tilden Kimberly A Allen 4FL
East Alton First  Ed Granadosin 2FL
East Saint Louis Trinity Lisa Scott-Joiner 4SY
Edwardsville Immanuel Jackie Havis-Shear 14FE
Edwardsville Saint John’s Grant Armstrong 2FE
   Mary McQuilkin 2FL
Ellis Grove / New Palestine /

Preston   John P Best 14FE
Fairview Heights Christ Shane Bishop 23FE
   Michael Wooton 5FE
Fairview Hts Prospect Park Karen Oplt 16RL
Gillespie First  Larry R Moreau 4FE
Glen Carbon New Bethel Penelope H Barber 4FE
Godfrey First  Jay Hanscom 1FL
Granite City Dewey Ave Jack Swank 4RE

Granite City Nameoki Susan Harrison 1FL
Granite City Niedringhaus Kyle Steward 1PD
Granite City Trinity  Lisa Guilliams 17FE
Greenville First  Curtis A Flake 3FE
Highland Hope  Beverly Wilkes Null 7FE
Keyesport  William Z Fairbanks 2SY
Lebanon First  Kimberly G Hagedorn 4FE
Litchfield Saint Timothy Dennis Price 1RE
Marissa   David Nottrott 3RE
Maryville Saint Luke’s Robert Roy 5FE
Mascoutah Bethel  Andrew Anthony 5FE
Medora / Piasa  Chad Cox  7PL
Mount Olive / Sorento Thomas Brewer 6RE
Mulberry Grove/

Pleasant Mound  Robert Chase 15LM
Nashville Grace  William Bunnage 5AM
New Athens  Gerald Savage 4RE
New Baden  Matthew Bachman 2PL
O'Fallon First  Donald E Long, Jr 4FE
   Rebecca Williams 4FE
Okawville  TBS
Pocahontas / Panama Raymond Eli Snider, Jr 3OR
Rosewood Hts Saint Paul Debra Hoertel 2FL
Shiloh   Kenneth D Hutchens 4FE
Shipman/Dorchester Toby A Curtright 3PL 
Sparta First  Jerry Haley 3FE
Staunton   Nancy Hubert 2RL
Steeleville/Percy  James Tinzmann 2RE
Trenton First  Mark R Smith 3FL
Troy/Worden  Andrew Adams 3FE
    David Roderick 2PL
Wanda / Wood River First Cary Beckwith 2OE

   

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Sylvester Weatherall 8FE
(5900 S 2nd St), PO Box 3487, Springfield 62708-3487, 217-529-3257, 
Fax 217-529-4181, SangamonRiver@igrc.org, 3100 Saint Helen’s Ct, Springfield 
62704-6501, *217-787-7041, sweatherall@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Argenta / Warrensburg Robert Baker 6RE
Assumption / Findlay /
   Windsor  Rena Whitcher 5FL
Athens/Cantrall  Cindy Rettig 1FE
Auburn   Anthony Paulson 2FE
Beason / McLean /
     Waynesville  Bill Ramsdale 4FL
Bissell   Floyd Blackard 2RE
   Bobbi Blackard 2RL
Blue Mound  Kevin Kriesel 3FE
Buckeye / Owaneco
   South Fork  Tami Werschey-Kessinger 3PL
Chatham   Miriam Snider 2FE
Cisco   Tim Delaney 2FE
Clinton   Darrell Howard 1FL
Decatur Christ  Karna Peterson 2PL
Decatur First  Camilla Hempstead 1FE
Decatur Grace  Sigurd N Bjorklund 7FE
   Beth McLaughlin 7FE
Decatur Wesley  Buzz Swett 13RL
Divernon / Pawnee / Thayer Chuck Kurfman 7FE
Easton   D Allen Sample 17PL
Edinburg / Stonington Caleb McGregor 4PE
Elkhart   Steve Lobb 2SY
Fairview   Richard Miles 8RL
Farmersville  Ellen Dixon 2LM 
Forsyth   R Andy Maxwell 5FE
Fountain of Life  Aletha Weatherall 2PL
Garver Brick  Donald Long Sr 6RA
Island Grove  Jack Joyner 4RL
Kenney   TBS

Lincoln First  Michael Paulson 8FE
   Brad Curtis 4FE 
Loami   Donald Peck 3RL
Long Creek / Dalton City Haley Hausman 1PE
Maroa   Mary Alice Cunningham 3FE
Mason City/San Jose Steven Williams 1FL
Middletown  D Allen Sample 17PL
Midland   J Steven Smith 4RE
Monticello  Kathleen Bueker Sweet 2FE
Morrisonville  Dayle Badman 10RL
Mount Auburn  Robert Tepatti 2PL
Mount Pulaski First /

Chestnut / Latham David Hutton 2RE
Mount Zion / Bethany Ted A Hartley 7FE
Moweaqua / Sanner Chapel Patricia L Allin 6FE
Niantic / Illiopolis  C W Reneker, Jr 16RA

Okaw River Parish:
Cerro Gordo / Lovington
Hammond / LaPlace Leland Legg 1FL
   Larry Bricker 14RL

Pana   Amanda Richards 4FE
Petersburg  Richard Pierce 2FE
Prairieview Parish:

Elwin / Macon /
Zion Chapel  Gail Joyner 2FL
    Matthew Stevens 4PL
   Kent Bangert 4PL

Raymond Community of Faith Jennifer Fielden 2FL
Riverton First  Floyd Blackard 2RE
   Bobbi Blackard 2RL
Rochester  Brian Caughlan 2FE
Sharon   Pablo Marty 5FE
Sherman   Jon Carrell 2FE
Springfield Asbury  William Burton  23OF
Springfield Cotton Hill Zoila Marty 2FE
Springfield Douglas Ave Meredith Brown 1OE
   Margaret Ann Jessup 6FE
Springfield First  Roger Grimmett 3FE
   Justin Snider 2FE
   Nicole Cox 6FE
Springfield Grace   Jacson Moody 3OE
Springfield Jerome/
    New Salem  Donn Stephens 4RL
Springfield Kumler  Don Goodenow 2SY
Springfield Laurel  Kent Lolling 6FE
Sugar Creek  Paul Dinges 3AM
Taylorville  Rebecca B Lembke 9FE
   Robert Cook 5PL
Williamsville  Shane Sims 1SY

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Stephen Granadosin 3FE
120 N Kellogg St, Galesburg 61401-4785, 309-344-1435, fax 309-344-1161, 
SpoonRiver@igrc.org, 2184 Catherine St, Galesburg IL 61401-1402, *309-344-2046, 
sgranadosin@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Abingdon  Scott Carnes 1FE
Aledo   Mark Harris 8FE
Alpha   Zackary T Glenn  5PE
Altona / Oneida  Russell Theobald 9FL
Blandinsville  Beth Nelson 3RE

AF - Affiliate Member
AM - Associate Member
DM - Diaconal Minister
DR - Retired Diaconal Minister
FD - Full Member Deacon
FE - Full Member Elder 
FL - Full time Local Pastor   

LM - Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor,   
   not appointed
LP - Other Local Pastor 
OA - Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD - Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE - Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
   or other Methodist denomination

OF - Full Member of other denomination
OP - Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR - Retired Member of other Annual Conference 
PD - Provisional Deacon
PE - Provisional Elder
PL - Part time Local Pastor
RA - Retired Associate Member

RD - Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  - Retired Full Member Elder 
RL - Retired Local Pastor
RP - Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP - Student Local Pastor 
SY - Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS - To Be Supplied

Please Note: Additional pastoral appointments or changes to charges listed below may be made at any time deemed advisable by the bishop and cabinet - The Book of Discipline, Para 429
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Burnside   William I Deisher 15RA
Bushnell / Avon /
New Philadelphia /
Point Pleasant  Amy Holman 4FL
   John Douglas 18LM
Colchester / Hills Grove Jim Clayton 3FL
Colona   Mark E Horn 3FL

East Moline Christ Multisite:
East Moline Christ /
Christ UMC Silvis campus Roger Perry 10FE
   Joye Perry 10PL
Elmwood   David Pyell 3FL
Fairfield   Larry Misfeldt 10PL
Fairview Center  Mark R Canada 5FE
Galesburg Faith  Norman Mendell 9RA
Galesburg First  Vince Rohn 4FE
Galva Grace  Karen Martin 9RA

Geneseo First-Cambridge Multisite:
   Geneseo First /
   Cambridge  Christopher M Ritter 11FE
   James Aniol 2FL
Geneseo Grace  Melva Graham England 7FE
   Mark England Graham 7FE

Greater Annawan Parish:
   Annawan Community /
   Fairview / Hooppole Zion TBS  
Henderson /
   North Henderson  Jeffrey Uddin 5PL
Hillsdale   Connor B Morrison 2PL
Illinois City / Pine Bluff Kay Goodwin 2PL
Kirkwood / Smithshire Lester R Graham 2PL
Knoxville   TBS  
LaHarpe / Durham /
     Terre Haute  A Lee Unger 3SY
La Moine River Parish:

Good Hope / Jerusalem Timothy Wynne 2FL
Loraine   Keith Bradley 3FL
Macomb Korean Fellowship TBS  
Macomb Wesley  Scott Grulke 1FE
   Melly Momo 2OE 
Maquon / Douglas /
     Orange Chapel  Donald Shane 1FL
Maxey Chapel  Russell D Collister 9PL
Milan Trinity / Green River Jon Warren 4FL

Mineral   Terry Lancaster 27PL
Moline Bethel Wesley Stanley Evans 3OE
Moline Riverside  William Adams 4FE
Monmouth First  Jon Ermal Sims 5FE
Nauvoo   TBS  

Neighbors In Christ Parish:

    Galva First / Bishop Hill Trisha Chapman 4FL

Oneida   Linda Baldwin 2SY 
Oquawka / Gladstone /
     Biggsville  Howard Ross 4PL
Orion   David R Schultz 14FE
Port Byron First  Jim Crozier 4FL
                     Rebecca Butterfield 5FD
Reynolds / Taylor Ridge Paul Newhall 7FE
Rock Island Two Rivers Robb McCoy 6FE
Roseville / Swan Creek Dennis Powers 5FE
Stronghurst / Carman Lisa Unger 3PL

Twin Rivers Cooperative Parish:
    Church of the Cross    
    Hampton Grace  Chet McCoy 15PL 
Viola / Preemption  Terry Evans 6FL
Walnut Grove  Dean Reeverts 4OF

Westmer Larger Parish:
     Joy 
     Eliza Community  
     New Boston  Thomas Wright 3RL

Williamsfield / Dahinda Teri Shane 1FL

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – James E Barnett 2FE
210 W Water St, Ste 2, Pontiac 61764-1790, 815-844-3530, fax 815-844-6583, 
VermilionRiver@igrc.org, 1801 W Bob O Link Dr, Pontiac 61764-9370, 
815-370-4030, jbarnett@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Bloomington Park  Curt Rush 2RA
Bloomington Wesley Sara Isbell 2FE
   Justin Iverson 3OE
Bloomington-Normal Hope Jennifer Edwards Bertrand 8FE

Bonfield/Grand Prairie Parish:
Bonfield First  
Bonfield Evangelical  
Grand Prairie  Keith Blankenship 1FL

Bourbonnais Grace Cmmnty Amos Dillman 2FL
Braceville  / Mazon  Karen Fabian 5PL
Chatsworth / Forrest Lynette Barnett 2FL
Chenoa   Deborah Honegger 6PL
Coal City   Bradley D Shumaker 5FE
Cornell /
     United Church of Odell Janeen Tronc 4PL

Downs   Kenneth P Burgard 8FE
Dwight   Mike Ebersohl 3FE
El Paso   Krista Price 3FE
Essex   Linda Michel 5SY
   Terry Goodwin 3SY
Fairbury First  Ann Champion 4FE
Herscher / Reddick /
     South Wilmington Kevin Boesen 8FE
United Church of Heyworth Linda Vonck 4FE
Hudson   Curt Keller 3FE
Kankakee Asbury  Scott Henley 7FE
Kankakee Saint Mark /
    Bradley Wesley  Dalene Kuebler 7FE
Kankakee Trinity /
Bradley Evangelical /
Aroma Park  Valerie Mezger Wengstrom 5PL
LeRoy   Mattheis Scott Lorimor 1FL
Lexington First  Garry E Gromley 11FE
Long Point  Kenneth Sloan-Couch 2RE
Lostant / Richland  Mark Nowakowski 8SY
Magnolia / McNabb Gaurav Samuel Holkar 1SY
Manteno   Joy Schlesselman 4FE 
McDowell  Ivy Silas 3RE
Minonk / Wenona St John’s Ken Harris 3RE
Momence First / 
Grant Park First /
Nueva Jerusalem                Alberto Ramirez Salazar 4OE
Normal Calvary  Randy Reese 6FE
   Michael J Pitzer 2PD
Normal First  Kent King-Nobles 4FE
   Kathy King-Nobles 4FE
   Kimberly Burke  6FD
Normal Morningstar /

Bloomington W Olive Faith Tiffany Black 6FE
Pontiac First  Thomas Goodell 5FE
Prairie Winds Parish:
    Atlanta
    Ebenezer
    Hopedale  Carl Johnston 2FE
Ransom / Verona   Jonathan Andrew Wisdom 2SY
Ritchey   Beverly Dehler  9SY
Roanoke / Secor  Robert Herath 2FE
Saunemin  Jane Bradford 12PL
Saybrook Wesbein / Cropsey Wayne C Giermann 5PL
Streator First / Grand Ridge Anne Ferguson 3FE

Three Rivers Parish:
Ellsworth 
Colfax 
Pleasant Grove  Bobby Davis 2PL

Tonica / Hennepin Deepak Holkar 2PL

Trinity UM Parish:
Cabery 
Cullom 
Kempton  TBS   

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
A. WITHIN THE CONNECTIONAL STRUCTURES OF UNITED METHODISM 
(Paragraph 331.1b, 344.1a, c)
Keith E Anderson - 13 FE

Executive Director, The Preachers’ Aid Society, Springfield; CC: Chatham UMC
James E Barnett - 2 FE 
 Superintendent, Vermilion River District, Pontiac
Curtis Brown - 2 OE 

Director of Connectional Ministries, Springfield; CC:
Michael J Crawford - 14 FE

Coordinator of Congregational Development, Springfield; CC: Quincy Vermont 
Street UMC

Daniel King Crede - 9 FE
Director, Wesley Foundation at University of Illinois, Urbana; CC: Wesley UMC, 
Urbana

Kelligay King Crede - 16 FE
Chaplain, Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana; CC: Wesley UMC, Urbana

Dixie Croxton - 4 PL 
 Chaplain of Spiritual Life, Sunset Home, Quincy; CC: Loraine UMC, (LRD)
Kathy Crozier - 6 FD  

Vocational Discernment Coordinator; CC: Loraine UMC, (SPD)
Julie Dowler - 6 FD  

Associate Director, Wesley Foundation at University of Illinois, Urbana; CC: 
Wesley UMC, Urbana

Carol Lakota Eastin - 6 FE  

Superintendent, Kaskaskia River District, Mount Vernon
Jennifer Edwards Bertrand - 14 FE 

Director, Wesley Foundation at Illinois State University, Normal; CC: Bloomington 
Normal Hope UMC

Betsy Elifrits-Warren - 3 OE
Campus Minister/Director, Wesley Foundation at Eastern Illinois University; CC: 
Wesley UMC, Charleston

Brad Fausnacht - 1 FL
Chaplain, United Methodist Village, Lawrenceville; CC: West Salem Zion UMC

Beth Fender - 11 FD
Coordinator of New Streams, Springfield; CC: First UMC, Decatur 

Ted Frost - 15 FE
Director, United Methodist Foundation, Springfield; CC: Chatham UMC

Adrian M Garcia - 17 FE
Coordinator, Conference Hispanic Ministries; CC: First UMC, Peoria

Stephen Granadosin - 3 FE
Superintendent, Spoon River District, Galesburg

Janice L Griffith - 8 FE
Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Illinois Area Office, Springfield; Laurel UMC, 
Springfield

Lyren Haney - 4 PL
Chaplain, Wesley Village, Macomb; CC: Blandinsville UMC

Bruce Timothy Harrison - 22 FE
Chaplain/Director of Church Relations, McKendree University, Lebanon; CC: 
Lebanon UMC

Matthew S Henson - 12 FE
General Evangelist, Living the Adventure; CC: Albion UMC

Craig C Hill - 4 FE
Dean, Perkins School of Theology and Professor of New Testament, Southern 
Methodist University; CC: First UMC, Peoria

Stan Irvin - 2 FE
Superintendent, Cache River District, Marion

Angie Eunjoo Lee - 3 FE
Superintendent, Iroquois River District, Champaign

Gary D Livesay - 31 FE
Chaplain, Chaddock School, Quincy; CC: Vermont Street UMC, Quincy

Mary Kathryn Pearce - 7 FE 
Superintendent, Illinois River District, Peoria

Deborah Pollex - 6 FL
Spiritual Life Director, Spero Family Services, Mount Vernon; CC; First UMC, Mount 
Vernon

Michael Potts - 3 PD 
Treasurer/Director of Administrative Services, Illinois Great Rivers Conference; CC:

Jeffrey A Rasche - 13 FE
Associate Director of Stewardship, Chaddock School, Quincy; CC: Camp Point UMC

Charliam Renner - 1 FE
Superintendent, Embarras River District, Effingham

Nic Showalter - 3 FE
Superintendent, LaMoine River District, Jacksonville

Karen Westerfield Tucker - 15 FE
Professor of Worship, Boston University School of Theology, Boston, MA; CC: 
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AF - Affiliate Member
AM - Associate Member
DM - Diaconal Minister
DR - Retired Diaconal Minister
FD - Full Member Deacon
FE - Full Member Elder 
FL - Full time Local Pastor   

LM - Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor,   
   not appointed
LP - Other Local Pastor 
OA - Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD - Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE - Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
   or other Methodist denomination

OF - Full Member of other denomination
OP - Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR - Retired Member of other Annual Conference 
PD - Provisional Deacon
PE - Provisional Elder
PL - Part time Local Pastor
RA - Retired Associate Member

RD - Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  - Retired Full Member Elder 
RL - Retired Local Pastor
RP - Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP - Student Local Pastor 
SY - Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS - To Be Supplied

Please Note: Additional pastoral appointments or changes to charges listed below may be made at any time deemed advisable by the bishop and cabinet - The Book of Discipline, Para 429

Wesley UMC, Urbana
Allynn Walker - 2 FE

Superintendent, Mississippi River District, O'Fallon
Sylvester Weatherall - 8 FE

Superintendent, Sangamon River District, Springfield

B. TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES UNDER ENDORSEMENT BY GEN-
ERAL BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRY, DIVISION OF 
ORDAINED MINISTRY, SECTION OF CHAPLAINS (Paragraph 344.1b, c)
Rebekah Dees-McMahon - 3 FE 

TherapistPastoral Counseling, Bridgeway; CC: Sheffield UMC
Steve Heitkamp - 12 FE 

Horizon Hope Counseling, Inc, Belleville; CC: Union UMC, Belleville
Kristi Hopp  - 4 FE

Chaplain, US Air Force; CC: New Hope Parish
Linda A Horrell - 13 FE

Clinical Director, Center for Counseling and Pastoral Care, Manchester, MO; CC: 
Saint John’s UMC, Edwardsville

Patsy Kelly - 12 FE
Chaplain, Passavant Hospital, Jacksonville; CC: Jacksonville Centenary

Brian L Manigold - 11 FE
Staff Chaplain, Veterans Administration Illiana Health Care Systems, Danville; CC: 
Saint James UMC, Danville

Lauren M Padgett - 12 FE 
Chaplain, Harbor Light Hospice, Peoria; CC: Dayspring UMC, East Peoria

John Read  - 3 FE 
Hospice and Palliative Care Counselor, Brooke Army Medical Center; CC: 

Charles Shelquist - 10 FE
Chaplain, Western Maryland Health System; CC: Westfield UMC

Margaret E Siemer - 17 FE
Chaplain, US Navy; CC: First UMC, Springfield

Douglas Stewart  - 5 FD
Chief Chaplain, Belleville Memorial Hospital; CC: Saint Matthew UMC, Belleville

Brian G Storey - 18 FE
Director and Pastoral Counselor, Interfaith Counseling Center, Inc, Edwardsville; 
CC: Saint John’s UMC, Edwardsville

David Wence   - 3 RE
Pastoral Counselor, Decatur Psychological Associates; CC: Grace UMC, Decatur

Mary S Whetstone - 8 FE
Staff Chaplain, Ohio Health, Columbus, OH; CC: First UMC, Carmi

C. OTHER VALID MINISTRIES UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
PARAGRAPH 331.1A,C, 331.4, 344.1D

Lori L Bultemeier - 14 FD
Christian Life Coordinator, The Baby Fold, Normal; CC: Calvary UMC, Normal

Rebecca M Butterfield - 5 FD
Ann's Helping Hands, Volunteer; CC: First UMC, Port Byron

Robert S. Kirby - 3 PD
Campus Pastor/Executive Director, United Campus Ministry at Oregon State 
University, Corvallis, OR; CC: Wesley UMC, Urbana

Leon D McClimans - 16 FE
Christian Counseling Center, Inc, Tinley Park; CC: Gilman UMC

Paul Stroble, Jr - 8 FE
Webster University, Saint Louis, Missouri; CC: First UMC, Vandalia

APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES AND OTHER 
METHODIST DENOMINATIONS (Paragraph 346.1)

Troy Benton - 2 FE         North Texas Conference
Nichole Ross Bishop - 4 FD Iowa Conference
Robert William Deuel  - 3 FE Pacific Northwest Conference
Glen Robyne   - 14 FE Indiana Conference
Lana Robyne   - 14 FE Indiana  Conference
Megan Thompson - 3 FE Northern Illinois Conference
Jeremiah Thompson   - 3 FE Northern Illinois Conference
Peter Wehrly  - 1 RE  Louisiana Conference

APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL (Paragraph 416.6)
None

INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATION OF CLERGY IN ARMED FORCES            
RESERVE OR NATIONAL GUARD UNITS (Paragraph 344.5e)

Phillip L Glick, US Naval Reserve (Retired)
Robert D Greene, US Air Force Reserve
F Jerry Herring, Civil Air Patrol
Kristi Hopp, Air National Guard
James D Johnson, National Guard
Jack Swank, US Army Reserve
Danny D Wright, Army National Guard

OTHER CLERGY APPROVED BY THE ENDORSING AGENCY FOR  
VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF VOLUNTEER CHAPLAINCY AND  
SPECIALIZED MINISTRY:

Glen Bocox, Fire Department
James D Johnson, Police Department
Steve Livengood, Fire Chaplain
James Michael Robison, General Hospital 

Jon Sims, Fire Department & Police Department
Jack Swank, Fire Department
Patrick Wadsworth, Police Department
James C Williams, Veterans Affairs

DIACONAL MINISTER IN EXTENSION  
MINISTRIES

Carter L Frank
      High Technology Services Group, Engility Corpora-

tion, Clarendon, VA

CERTIFIED IN CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION
Paul Black  

CERTIFIED IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Tawnya Fairchild Beth Fender 
Cheryl Hendrix Barbara A Horsch  

CERTIFIED IN EVANGELISM
Linda Harrod

CERTIFIED IN MUSIC
Constance White Guennewig
Janna Peterson

CERTIFIED IN SPIRITUAL FORMATION
Beth Fender  
Linda Harrod  
Mary Ann Hedges  

CERTIFIED IN YOUTH MINISTRY
John M Hauck 

IGRC MEMBERS SERVING AS GBGM MISSIONARIES OUTSIDE THE U.S.
Priscilla Jaiah
Rev Erin Totten
Connie Wieck 

IGRC MEMBERS SERVING AS GBGM MISSIONARIES IN THE U.S.
Sally Wisner-Ott 

RETIRED IGRC GBGM MISSIONARIES THAT SERVED OUTSIDE THE U.S.
Elva Harper
Marynell Kirkwood 
Janet McCarty 
Rev Paul and Rachel McCleary 
Sally Morris 
Marjorie Soon 

States representatives were reduced by 24.4 percent while 
the African and Central Conferences gained 21.6 percent.

The percentage now is that the U.S. jurisdictions 
represent 55.9 percent of the total votes at General 
Conference and the rest of Africa represents 32.3 percent 
and the rest of the Central Conferences make up the other 
11.8 percent.  I believe, my brothers and sisters, not only is 
the struggle to become a national church and now a global 
church, God is not going to use it to do marvelous things 
because we do struggle. 

Anything that you do that comes to you easy without 
struggle, be wary of it. Because sometimes, you have 
to have a struggle so big that only God can step in and 
intervene to solve the problem. The good news is this: 
when God is on your side, that's more than the whole 
world against you.

We may never ever see the Promised Land of a 
unified, uniform church, not in the Protestant Church, not 
in the Catholic Church, not in the Jewish church. But the 
good news is there is a place that we preach about every 
single Sunday. There is a place where God has promised 
where the servant will never end, where the wicked will 
cease from troubling. There is a place where the weary will 
find rest. There is a place where faith will become sight, 
where mansions are awaiting all of us, where you've got to 
robe, I've got a robe, and all of God's children will be under 
a big tent called Children of God. 

There is a place where God is on the throne and 

our brother Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of God 
reminding God that no matter how hard it looks for us 
down here, that God is in the mix of our trouble. There is 
a place where angels worship and call God holy, holy, holy, 
where there is no more death and no more struggles. There 
is a place where when the saints gather, they gather around 
the throne in all white garments praising a God that 
brought them out of the earthly struggle. There is a place 
where the blood of the lamb who died on Calvary for us 
will be covering all of our sins. There is a place where when 
we reach that, we'll be able to say howdy -- howdy to a god 
that has never abandoned the Methodist Church.

One of these days I'm going to do like the old Psalm 
that said some glad morning I'm going to fly away. I thank 
God that when I fly away, I won't be lost. I hope you know 
exactly where I'm going because God has paved a way 
though even though the way is narrow. I know how to get 
there because Jesus will guide me there. Until then, my 
friends, the only unity that I might see is in the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Until I see a unified triune God, I 
don't know about you but I'm going to keep on introducing 
people to Jesus Christ, who really is the author and finisher 

of our heavenly reward. I don't know about you. Until I 
see him face to face, I'm going to keep on in the power of 
the Holy Spirit preaching transformation and new life is 
possible in Jesus Christ.

I'm going to keep on preaching that with Jesus on 
your side, you cannot lose. I'm going to keep on laying 
hands on people and calling those things that are not as 
though they were. I'm going to keep on promoting new life 
in my brother Jesus until every human being on this planet 
is saved, sanctified, and full of the Holy Spirit. 

Then, my friends, and I hope you join me in this, after 
all that preaching and all that praying, I'm going to let Jesus 
sort out who will and who will not get in the kingdom. 
Because I truly believe Jesus, who has begun a great work 
in American Methodism, is faithful, and will be faithful to 
us until we can see it in fruition.

I'd like to declare that I know the one foundation of 
the church, that the bedrock of the church is built on Jesus 
Christ and Christ's righteousness. We know that the church 
doesn't belong to the IGRC Cabinet. It doesn't even belong to 
the Council of Bishops. We're merely in sales, but God is the 
manager. God is the one who decides who is and what for.

CABINET ADDRESS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Anything that you do that comes to you easy without struggle, be wary 
of it. Because sometimes, you have to have a struggle so big that only 
God can step in and intervene to solve the problem.

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  JULY 201919



Closing Churches

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The 2019 Annual Conference honored 
14 congregations, which during the 
past year, completed its mission.

The 14 churches representing a 
combined total of 2,120 years of 
ministry are highlighted on the 
following pages of this issue.

Bethel Blue  
Mound UMC

BLUE MOUND – Some people may have seen the high winds that 
dislodged the cross from the steeple of Bethel UMC around Thanksgiving 
as a sign from God.

That’s because those still using the 146-year-old building, lucky in 
recent years to attract a dozen people to worship, were preparing to ring in 
the new year with their final worship service Jan. 1, 2017.

The 50 or so worshippers who came Sunday also saw the last baptism, 
that of a 2-month-old Adelyn Jane Perrey, great-great-great granddaughter 
of Richard Damery, one of the founders of the country church.

“It feels like a huge loss,” said Judy Parrish, the baby’s grandmother 
and Damery’s great-granddaughter. “But it also felt like it was time.”

Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church, as it was known until that de-
nomination’s merger with the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1968, 
sprang up from the farm community around the old Washington School-
house northeast of Blue Mound.

Indeed, families initially began meeting at the school after the Civil 
War as a stop on the Methodist Mount Auburn Circuit until forming their 
own church in 1870 and building the only house of worship they ever used, 
with lumber the men hauled from Macon, at a cost of $1,422.36.

Burial plots were sold for the Bethel Cemetery on three sides of the 
church for $5 each and were free to anyone who gave $25 or more toward 
the building cost. The dedication took place on June 11, 1871.

Parrish, 66, said the cemetery’s proximity reminded even the youngest 
church members that death is part of life.

“We celebrated Easter there with a resurrection egg hunt,” she recalls. 
“Each of us would choose an ancestor’s gravestone for our base during 
games of Whistle & Wave, and those who didn’t have anyone buried there 
would pick a stone they liked.”

Richard Damery and his brother George were among nine trustees 
elected on June 18, 1870. Richard was also among the five men appointed 
to the building committee.

(Adapted from a story in the Decatur Herald & Review Jan. 6, 2017)

Big Prairie UMC

Bonnie United Methodist Church was 
first established in 1880 in a log cabin 

church located just northeast of the Village of 
Bonnie. It was known at that time as the Old 
Easter Methodist Church.

The log church was dismantled and rebuilt 
three years later in the Village of Bonnie on land 
located one block southeast of the church’s pres-
ent location. The structure was simply known 
as “The Methodist Church.” This structure was 
struck by lightning and burned to the ground. 

The congregation then relocated at First and 

Hayes streets in 1910 and the church was called 
the Bonnie Methodist Church.

Brother G. W. Hayes donated the land upon 
which the present sanctuary is located and a new 
church was erected and dedicated in 1910 – a 
sanctuary that was used until Sept. 1, 1974.

Being duly led by the Lord to make the de-
cision to erect a new sanctuary, ground breaking 
ceremonies were conducted in August 1973 with 
the first worship service being held Sept. 1, 1974. 
On Nov. 26, 1978, the new church was dedicated 
by Bishop Leroy C. Hodapp.

Bonnie 
UMC

Big Prairie is considered the cradle of 
Methodism in White County. Early pio-

neers risked Indian raids to worship in the cab-
ins of Robert Land and John Hanna. They were 
supported by Joseph Pomeroy. In 1812, Elder 
Peter Cartwright sent Circuit Rider John Smith 
to this settlement. The church was organized in 
Hanna’s house.

Since 1812, Big Prairie was served by 92 
pastors – 21 of them in the 20th century. Local 
pastor, the Rev. C. William Fechtig of Evansville, 
Ind., served the longest pastorate of 15 years 
from 1987 to 2002. Rev. Paul Ott served as pas-
tor of the church from 1974 to 1987 in retire-
ment.

In 1821, a log schoolhouse was built and the 
church’s meetings moved to the school under the 
pastorate of Rev. Benjamin R. Pierce.

About 1866, a frame church was built which 
served as the church until 1899 when a brick 
church was built under the pastorate of Rev. 
Reuben Pierce, son of Rev. Benjamin Pierce.  
The brick church served as the church until its 
closure in 2017.

The brick church was dedicated June 4, 

1899, by Bishop Lewis Curts of Cincinnati, Ohio. 
At that time, bishops were elected by the General 
Conference and served the church at-large, not 
with residential assignments.

The church went through several remod-
eling projects in 1921, 1954, 1983 and 1992. 
The 1983 included restoration of stained glass 
windows in the front and rear of the sanctuary 
blown out by a June 8, 1982 tornado. The resto-
ration work was done by Rev. Robert Thompson, 
then pastor of Crossville UMC and a stained-
glass artisan. He and fellow pastor, the Rev. Den-
nis Doane, who was pastor at Carmi Emmanuel 
UMC, installed the windows upon completion.

In the late 1990’s much work was done on 
the Church, including installation of a new roof, 
protective coverings for the stained-glass win-
dows, tuckpointing, repainting, strengthening 
support braces in the basement and waterproof-
ing.

At its peak, membership was 110 in the 
1880’s to a much smaller membership, number-
ing 10 to 15.

(Adapted from a June 1999 history of Big Prairie 
Church by Rev. C. William Fechtig)
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Bryant UMC
The Bryant UMC was organized as 

a Methodist Society in 1846 when 
Johnson Smith and wife; John Conners, his 
wife and two daughters; William Morse and 
wife and two daughters and John Morse 
and his wife met at the schoolhouse on the 
northeast corner of Section 32. 

Rev. Absolm Shinn was the preacher and 
from this point forward, regular Methodist 
meetings were held at the schoolhouse until a 
subscription was taken in 1868 for the purpose 
of building a new church, which was finished 
the following fall at a cost of $2,800.

The incorporation as the First Methodist 

Episcopal Church took place on March 16, 
1870, the first church in Fulton County to do 
so. Signing the incorporation for the church 
were Edward Ashton, Johnson Smith, Dr. D. 
O. Wedge, John W. Ashton, Jon Williams, Lem 
O’Bryant, Samuel Kelly, Rev. George Miller 
and secretary Oliver Barnett.

In 1917, two classrooms were added to the 
original building. In 1922, a basement was put 
under the building for social events.

The church was on the Cuba Circuit 
from its beginning until 1888 when the 
Bryant Circuit was formed with Maples Mill, 
Liverpool and Mt. Pleasant.

The Colp Hope Chapel UMC was built in 1910 
and 1911. It was built on land formerly owned 

by Mr. Sam Stearns with money advanced by Mrs. John 
Kirk, mother of Mrs. Cora B. Snyder. The cost was 
about $500. The first pastor was the Rev. E. A. Bunton. 
There were 12 members in this Methodist Episcopal 
South Church.

In the early 1930’s, the extension was built on the 
back of the church for the choir, pulpit and altar.

In 1959, during the ministry of the Rev. Louis 
Frick, an extensive renovation program was begun. 
Encouragement and help were given by District 
Superintendent, the Rev. Bayne D. Wilson. The 
Building Committee was Johnnie Hogg (chairman); 
Bill Benefield, Junior Gossett, George Hogg and 
Kathryn Tapella. The building fund treasurers were 
Johnnie Hogg and Oscar Hogg.

The church building was raised; new windows 
were installed; interior was refinished; new siding was 
put on the building with a brick panel and lighted cross 
on the front; a new furnace  was installed; a classroom 
and entrance were built on the front; new flooring and 
new pews were added; a new piano was purchased; 
and the MYF bought the carpeting for the front a new 
pulpit stand. The total project totaled $9,470.52.

Other gifts such as new hymn books and kitchen 
equipment were given by classes and individuals. 
The new windows were given by Art and Jessie Rose, 
George and Ellen Hogg, Oscar and Lena Hogg, Johnnie 
and Arlene Jacobs, Lela Purnell and Jon, Bernice 
and Robert Gott, Arthur and Kate Hogg, Oscar and 
Elizabeth Stearns, and Fred and Pearl Gossett.

In the 1978, the interior of the church was 
remodeled. A new ceiling was installed, new lights 
were added and the walls were sheet rocked.

During the ministry of the Rev. Dan Harry (1979-
82), another renovation program was begun that would 
double the size of the church. The church was enlarged 
to accommodate three new classrooms, two bathrooms 
and a storage area. The basement was enlarged as well. 
New carpet was installed in the new wing. The cost of 
the project was over $45,000. The building committee 
included Gary Dooley (chairman); Dan Harry, Jerrie 
Dooley, Doris and Dewey O’Daniell, Larry Null 
and Bill May. The building fund treasurers were Bill 
May and Marilyn Null. Rev. Dr. William Lewis, then 
Carbondale District Superintendent helped in the 
project. The church received the Outstanding Small 
Church award in the Carbondale District in 1982.

Charleston Otterbein UMC
In June 1912, Bishop G. M. Mathews, Rev. J. B. 

Connett, presiding elder of the Lower Wabash 
Conference; Rev. G. W. Bonebrake; Rev. C. A. Dwyer; 
and Rev. Everett E. Johnson met in Danville to plan for 
starting a new United Brethren Church in Charleston.

From this meeting, Rev. and Mrs. E. E. Johnson were 
sent to Charleston July 1.

The use of a room was secured in the Coles County 
Courthouse and the first service was held July 7 with 17 
charter members present. A Sunday School of 40 mem-
bers organized with Rev. Johnson as superintendent.

Presiding Elder J. B. Connett presided over the orga-
nizing of the congregation with 29 charter members. On 
July 30, a lot at the southeast corner of 4th and Harrison 
streets was bought for$200 and a temporary wooden 
tabernacle was planned for use in September just after 
the annual conference sessions. A crew of 26 men erected 
the tabernacle in two days’ time – Aug. 14-15. The first 
service was held Sept. 12 with dedication of the taber-
nacle on Oct. 20.

After several single-year pastorates, the Rev. W. O. 
Stonebraker was assigned to Charleston in September 
1918 and he would serve the church’s longest pastorate – 
nine years. He would later return for a second pastorate 
– this time two years – from 1930-1932.

Prior to Stonebraker’s assignment, a dispute devel-
oped about building a permanent church building with 
the Conference condemned the tabernacle as unsuitable. 
The Conference pledged no financial support and the 
whole matter came to a head. Nearly 40 persons left the 
church with some of its strongest financial backers and 
found new church homes although the larger part drifted 
back over several years.

Dr. A. C. Siddall, secretary of Church Erection for 
the United Brethren denomination challenged the Lower 
Wabash Conference and the local church with the follow-
ing offer: if the Conference would give $2,500 matched 

by $2,500 from the local church, the Church Erection 
Society would give the church $1,000 outright with  a 
loan of $4,000. 

New Church Day was celebrated in spring of 1918 
with $6,000 subscribed to the fund. The new church 
building was dedicated in October 1921 and could seat 
600, large enough to be used for the sessions of the Il-
linois Conference in 1920.

In 1968, the church became part of The United 
Methodist Church and became known as Otterbein 
United Methodist Church, the namesake of one of the 
EUB’s founders, Philip Otterbein.

Colp Hope Chapel
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Closing Churches

Garrison Temple

Irvington UMC
BY RALPH MCTALL

At the time of the Civil War, Irvington was a thriv-
ing town of about 300 hardy souls with the prom-

ise of a new Illinois Agricultural College about to open, 
which would almost double the population while classes 
were in session.

The Illinois Central Railroad had laid a single track 
through the area in 1854 and with the depot, college, a 
new mill, assorted stores and businesses, the new town was 
ready to develop.

On Feb. 16, 1860, a warranty deed from Newton E. 
Way and his wife, Lizzy was presented to the Irvington 
Methodist Episcopal Church, giving them two lots for $1 
for the purpose of building a church. The founding trustees 
were R. M. Huston, H. M. Johnson, John Becker, James T. 
Gardner and R. S. Palmer.

For some reason (apparently lost through the distance 
of time) the church appeared to wait until the conclusion of 
the war before it formally organized.

In 1866, Rev. James P. Dew was the organizing pastor 
followed by Rev. John Leeper. A Board of Trustees com-
prised of R. M. Huston, president; James Gardner, secretary, 
and Reuben Jackson, member.

Since there was no church building between 1866 and 
1870, the Methodist services were held for two years in the 
Agricultural College Building, which later became Hudel-
son Baptist Orphanage, and Carl Koelling’s home, south of 
the elevator. The Baptist Church building (later owned by 

the United Church of Christ) was used 
for the Methodist Episcopal services.

In September 1868, the Irvington 
preaching circuit was established. It in-
cluded Irvington, Gilead, White School, 
Fulton Creek and Hoyleton. The Confer-
ence gave $50 in missionary money as 
no provision was made for a parsonage. 
Rev. G.W. Robbins was appointed to 
the new circuit and lived in Richview. 
In 1869, Walnut Hill was added to the 
charge and White School was dropped.

By 1874, the circuit had grown that 
Irvington and Hoyleton constituted the Irvington charge.

The estate of Samuel Y. Henry sold the trustees two 
lots for a parsonage to be built south of the church. Rev. G. 
W. Lowe was the first pastor to occupy the parsonage.

On Dec. 14, 1914, the church was destroyed by fire. 
During 1915, the congregation met in the old Odd Fel-
lows Lodge Hall, which was destroyed by a cyclone April 
16, 1922. The new church was completed for $4,000 and 
dedicated Sept. 5, 1915.

Electricity came to Irvington and in 1923, the church 
installed electricity, eliminating the need for gas lamps.

In 1929, the parsonage was demolished and a new, six-
room house with basement was built. During construction, 
the upstairs of the old Farmers State Bank was used as the 
parsonage.

Over the years, various pastors served in Irvington. 
During Rev. Thomas Harper’s tenure, a local Foreign Mis-
sionary Society was formed in 1934; improvements were 
made to the basement under Rev. Ralph W. Robling (1939-
44); and a Methodist Men’s unit was chartered under the 
Rev. Roy Cole (1955-58).

A new educational building was built in 1959 and 
during Rev. Mark Myers’ tenure (1980-85), work trips were 
utilized as missionary work. Two groups flew to Guatemala 
to refurbish a children’s home school. Another group went 
to Cairo and later to Kentucky to do house repairs for the 
less fortunate.

In 1991, the Southern Illinois Conference awarded 
Irvington UMC with the Town and Country Award.

(Adapted from a history written by Ralph McTall in com-
memoration of the church’s 125th anniversary in 1991)

BY DENISE ANN ELLIOTT
Wayne County Press

When Samuel Garrison received land from his 
service in the Continental Army during the 

Revolutionary War, he probably did not realize that he would 
help found the Methodist movement in Wayne County, 
which has survived o this day.

Garrison Temple was likely a spin-off of the Methodist 
movement in the Wayne County area starting in the early 
1800’s.

According to the History of Wayne County, originally 
published in 1884, a society of Methodists was in existence 
by 1832 in the Hickory Hill Township area.

As the book states, “The early members were Lot Gregory, Thomas 
Buck, William Ellis, Albert Brannon, Garrison, William Irwin, Samuel 
Bradford, Isaac Milner with their wives, and others.”

Samuel Garrison’s land eventually went to his son, George Garrison 
and his wife, Sarah, who sold the property to the trustees of the Methodist 

Protestant Church in April 1894 for $25, according to Wayne County 
Courthouse records. The church was named Garrison Temple.

In 1957, the church decided to build a new church. While under 
construction, a tornado came through the area. Based upon the account of 
Emmel Garrison, who was driving by at the church at the time the tornado 
hit, said the tornado picked up the old church and the frame of the new 
church and destroyed them, scattering the rubble in the wooded area north 
of the churches. Garrison’s car was also picked up and spun but he survived.

Not to be deterred, the church began building anew and it was finished 
and opened in 1958.

The grounds surrounding the church also include Garrison Temple 
Cemetery, which includes the graves of Samuel Garrison, George and Sarah 
Garrison, and many descendants of the area and former church members.

The church was razed in 2018. Trustees donated the steeple of the 
church to Spero Family Services in Mt. Vernon, which is planning to affix it 
to one of its buildings. 

(Adapted from a  story in the June 11, 2018 issue of the Wayne County Press) 

Decatur Central United Methodist Church's roots are planted in hallowed 
ground.

The church laid its cornerstone in 1909 on the lot at Eldorado and Union 
streets where famed evangelist Billy Sunday had led nearly 6,000 souls to Christ in 
a six-week-long revival a year earlier.

In its long history, the church has been affiliated with the United Brethren 
denomination and in 1968, The United Methodist Church. The church has under-
gone many name changes - United Brethren in Christ, Centenary United Brethren 
in Christ, First United Brethren in Christ, First Evangelical United Brethren - but 
it has always remained true to its original mission of evangelism.

The 1970s ushered in a radical shift into the charismatic movement. The 
church's former pastor, the Rev. Jack Kaley, brought to the church the philosophy 
of speaking in tongues and gifts of healing. Those charismatic-inspired services 
were prominent at Central United Methodist until a few years ago. When Kaley 
retired, a fissure occurred within the congregation, and 150 people left the church.

Another pastor, the Rev. Herbert Beuoy, followed in Kaley's footsteps with a 
healing ministry as well, but with an emphasis on more holistic healing. He served 
as pastor from 1979 to 1989.

The church's location on the edge of downtown has attracted social and 

nonprofit agencies to use its facility. They fit well with the church's philosophy 
of bringing healing to others. Groups include Alcoholics Anonymous, Macon 
County Mothers of Multiples, Heavenly Chariots Christian Motorcyclists Associa-
tion, Take Off Pounds Sensibly and Angel Food Ministries.

One way members became involved in the community was through a 
partnership with Good Samaritan Inn where members opened a food pantry and 
served breakfast to the hungry on Tuesday morning followed by a worship service.

Decatur Central
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Closing Churches

Prairieton UMC

Providence Chapel was founded in 1860 as a result of a Methodist Society forming and 
holding meetings at the present site where a schoolhouse was located. The schoolhouse, 

formerly a sheep pen, was remodeled by adding a window and floor.
Meetings were also held in an old house used as a schoolhouse near the site of the former 

Retreat school. A two-day meeting resulted in the decision to build a new church on the 
Fairview-Farmington Road. It was dedicated in August 1860. The foundation was made of large 
rocks and beams were hewn from timbers.

Cunningham Brown was the first family in the Society. Others included Thomas Leeper, 
William Leeper and wife, Lizzie Brown, John Lake and wife, Thomas Gentle and wife, Lizzie 
Sherman and Jane Williamson.

At times during their history, Providence Chapel was yolked with other churches as a charge 
or circuit. Rev. T.W. Rippy was the longest-serving pastor, serving Fairview, Providence Chapel 
and Middlegrove churches for 11 years.

In 1923, the original building was remodeled. The original 32 by 48 foot building became the 
center of the church. A pulpit addition of 16 x 30 feet was added on the west and a vestibule 10 x 
22 feet was added on the east. A full basement had been added around 1910.

The Fairview-Farmington Road was changed in 1946 and a deed for additional ground was 
granted. Adjoining the church property is the Providence Chapel (Coal Creek) Cemetery which 
predates the church. The first burial was Martha Pierce, wife of Ephraim Pierce in 1837.

BY JOLENE LATHROP
Prairieton UMC

In 1830-40, Lawrence County extended from the Wabash River west as far as the 
Fox River west of Olney. Since that was too far for the people on the west side to 

go to a courthouse, it was decided to go 10 miles west of the Wabash River and 10 miles 
east of the Fox River. The land between the rivers was called Richland County. The road 
between is the Richland-Lawrence County line. A store with a post office and a meat 
packing plant were situated near the county line.

A church was established (Union) by the Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Lutherans and Christians. The first Sunday School in east Richland County was 
organized by Kingstonary and Monroe in a place called Prairieton community.

Sometime around 1874, there was a disagreement among the members of the 
church and it was decided to move the church building one mile west on the Herbert 
Mattoon property. The first location was on the northeast corner of the Richland-
Lawrence County Line Road, now known as U.S. Highway 50, formerly the Old Indiana 
or Lincoln Trail.

In 1874, the church members bought an acre of ground 1 mile west on the 
southeast corner in order to move the church there. This A-type building was moved 
and placed on the new plot of ground, purchased for $50 from Herbert Mattoon. The 
church was called the Methodist Episcopal Church.

On Aug. 14, 1915, members began discussing a new church building. The new 

church was dedicated on June 25, 1916. Later, in 1938-39, a basement was built by the 
members.

On June 26, 1966 was the 50th anniversary of the Prairieton church building. In 
1979-80, a new front enclosed entrance was built. At the time it was built, the total cost 
was $2,500 and will seat 350 people. Siding on the outside, a lower ceiling and wood 
paneling were later improvements to the church building.

Providence  
Chapel UMC

Luster Chapel, located in Section 1 on the Kaskaskia Township line in 
Fayette County, was founded in 1890. 

According to the church’s deed, the tract of land was sold by Phillip C. and 
Mary C. Luster for $25 to Edward R. Williams, Wilson Tinker, Phillip C. Luster 
and Maxey Tinker for ministry and membership of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

The church’s trustees were ordered to erect and enclose a church house on 
the land on or before July 4, 1891 or the deed would revert back to its previous 
owners.

The church was built in 1890 and services were held at Luster Chapel for 
128 years.

The 1890 building was probably an outgrowth of three denominations 
holding services in a single brick church in Shobonier, which was laid out in 
1844 and was situated to have the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad run through the 
center. In 1877, Shobonier had grown to 275 inhabitants, had four general stores, 
two hotels, two blacksmith shops, a wagon shop and the single brick church.

The 1890 building was destroyed in 1939 and the present building was built.

Luster Chapel UMC
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Closing Churches

Long before the Tower Hill Methodist Episcopal Church was 
organized, there were Methodists holding class meetings in 

pioneer homes and in camp meetings in and around the Village of 
Tower Hill. As membership grew, they would move from homes to 
schoolhouses to share the Gospel.

The first Methodist sermon in Tower Hill was preached by the Rev. 
Levi Munson, a local preacher who settled a few miles west of the site 
of the village about the time it was founded in 1857. As in all pioneer 
frontiers, there were always passing through traveling preachers holding 
revival meetings and adding to the membership.

In 1862, one of these preachers, T. S. Johnson made Tower Hill a 
stopping place about three years before the official organization took 
place.

The church was organized in May 1865 and during the years laboring 
beside the village’s Presbyterian, Free Methodist and Church of Christ 
congregations. The pastor of the Shelbyville Circuit, Rev. W. J. Boone, 
preached the first sermon May 13, 1865. The church was organized as 
one of 15 preaching places under a four-week plan of rotation.

Several persons were called into the ministry from this church: Rev. 
Roy Trueblood, former campus minister at Eastern Illinois University, 
and Rev. T. A. O’Farrell, who spent 42 years in Africa as a missionary and 
who returned to serve as an interim pastor in 1955.

Tower Hill UMC

The Methodist movement actually preceded the building of the St. Jacob 
church by several years. The first settlements were made along the east 

side of Silver Creek by some hardy pioneers from Kentucky and Tennessee in 
1810.

In 1812, with the United States at war with England, and hostilities with Na-
tive Americans, the settlers joined with their neighbors in adjoining townships 
and built a fort and stockade for defense. The first school was contained in the 
old fort and the first school log cabin was built in 1818 in the northeast corner of 
Section 7, about 250 yards north of the fort and about 10 rods east of a two-acre 
tract of the Augusta Methodist Church.

The Augusta Church was the first house of worship and was built near the 
old log schoolhouse by Methodists in 1851. It was a brick building and stood in 
the southeast part of section 7. Use of the building in 1881. For many years be-
fore this church was built, the congregation met at the John C. Dugger residence, 
a member and instrumental in the church’s construction.

It is recorded that members of Augusta and Gilead were of material aid to 
the church at Troy. The august property was sold Oct. 23, 1885 for $100. Most of 
the members went to St. Jacob when the Methodist Church was built in 1879.

It is said that some of the heavy timbers of the old church were hauled into 
St. Jacob to be used in St. Jacob church’s construction and tradition says the Isaac 
family donated the land for the S. Jacob church.

Due to its close proximity to McKendree College in Lebanon, St. Jacob 
received pastors who were students at the college and just beginning their min-
istry. For many years, the experience pastors received from serving at St. Jacob 
would shape their ministries for years to come.

A church room was added to the north of the church during the pastorate 

of Rev. Dale Harmon (1934-39); a basement was completed in 1953 under Rev. 
Richard Howe. In September 1943, the church purchased the Bouscher resi-
dence for $1,150 to serve as the parsonage. Another parsonage was purchased in 
1954 and served as the pastor’s house until 1976 when the Joyce Pike residence 
was purchased in 1976 following Pike’s death.

The new parsonage as a six-room brick home with 1 ½ baths, an office and a 
full basement. The $33,000 mortgage was paid off in 1982.

Rev. Paul Widicus, who grew up in the church, was ordained a deacon in 
1972 in the former Southern Illinois Conference and was ordained an elder in 
1975. Widicus was one of three from the St. Jacob congregation to enter he min-
istry with the other two being Rev. Ellis Dugger and Rev. John Ratcliff.

In more recent years, St. Jacob has partnered with Troy UMC in ministry. 
With the church’s closure, members have transferred their memberships into 
the Troy church. A new ministry, Dinner Church was inaugurated in 2018 with 
plans to continue that outreach to persons outside the walls of the church.

(Adapted from a narrative history of St. Jacob UMC)

St. Jacob UMC

New name for UM Village in Godfrey
GODFREY – The United Methodist Village has announced a new name – Asbury Village. The 
new name better reflects the community’s broad appeal to people of all faiths and backgrounds 
while honoring its Methodist history.
“We’re staying true to our principles and values as a caring, inclusive community,” said Steve 
Schwartz, who serves as president of the board of directors. “We’re proud of our deep roots 
with the Methodist faith. As a village of friends and neighbors, we want everyone to feel 
welcome.”
The new names come with a fresh, new look for the community and extensive enhancements 
– comfortable gathering spaces, a new library, activity areas, a fireplace, coffee barr and recently 
added a new wellness clinic.
Asbury Village has not been bought or sold. Life Care Services continues to manage the 
community as it has for 17 years. The facility continues as a financially sound not-for-profit under 
the same leadership team.

McKendree President to retire in 2020
LEBANON – Dr. James M. Dennis, who has made an indelible mark as president of McKendree 
University for 25 years, has announced he will retire on June 30, 2020, at the end of his current 
contract.
The Board of Trustees will conduct a national search for his successor, according to Daniel Lett, 
chairman, who praised Dennis’ leadership over the past 25 years. 
Under his guidance, McKendree has increased the academic strength of its faculty, students, 
and programs; enrollment, on-campus residence, construction and renovation, athletics and 
co-curricular activities, and acquisition of property. During his tenure, the number of faculty and 
staff has nearly tripled, and enrollment and fundraising have increased dramatically. McKendree’s 
growing reputation has garnered national attention from prestigious publications and 
organizations including U.S. News & World Report and The Chronicle of Higher Education.
On July 1, 2007, McKendree College officially became “McKendree University” to reflect more 
accurately its broad educational opportunities and expanded programs. Academic course 
offerings now include 59 undergraduate majors, 45 minors, and graduate programs in education, 
business administration, human resource management, nursing, clinical mental health counseling 
and criminal justice. Doctoral programs in education and nursing, added in recent years, and the 
McKendree Worldwide online program continue to grow.
Two significant fundraising campaigns during the president’s tenure enabled dramatic 
enhancement and improvement of the campus landscape and community. The Piper Academic 
Center, built circa 2001, houses classrooms, faculty offices, and the Admission and Information 
Technology offices. The Hettenhausen Center for the Arts has become southern Illinois’ premier 
performing arts venue and a showcase for student talent since its 2006 opening. Construction 
has also included athletic facilities, two new residence halls in 2011, and the renovation of the 
dining hall and historic campus buildings, including Bothwell Chapel.

Conference News
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Pulling out all the Stops for  
the 2019 Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Piano Network of IL
The Yamaha Concert Artist Grand was provided 
by Piano Network of IL with locations in Peoria, 
Champaign, Springfield, and Effingham.  Piano 
Network of IL is the Yamaha Piano Dealer for 
Central/Southern IL.  Services provided include 
- new and used pianos, digital Clavinova pianos, 
digital stage pianos, portable keyboards, moving 
service and tuning/repair referral.

Church Organ Network of IL-IN-KY
The Allen Church Organ used for the conference 
has been provided by Church Organ Network of IL-
IN-KY for the past 15 years.  Church Organ Network 
of IL-IN-KY serves 52 counties in IL, 15 in IN, and 9 
in Western Kentucky with showrooms alongside 
Piano Network in Peoria, Champaign, Springfield, 
and Effingham. New Allen Organs, used organs, and 
repair/moving service.

Capital City Music
The Yamaha Drum Set was provided by Capital City 
Music of Springfield IL.  Capital City Music has a full 
line music store with guitars, bass, drums, amps, 
sound gear, and all sorts of accessory items.  Capital 
City Music carries many major brands including…
Fender, Martin, Taylor, Peavey, Yamaha, 
Epiphone, Jackson, and multiple accessory lines.

Representatives for information and specifications – Larry Waldhoff (IL-IN-KY Region, 217-343-1795) – Tom Booth (Peoria/Lasalle/Macomb Region, 309-337-1067) – Don Bauer 
(Peoria, 309-657-5138) -  Shay Thiele (Champaign/Bloomington/Peoria, 217-972-7320) – Matt Waldhoff (Springfield/Carbondale Region, 217-652-2790) –  Kristy Giacomini 
(Springfield/Quincy Region 217-787-7788) – Michael Campbell (Springfield/Decatur Region, 217-330-4651) – Bruce Bannister (Effingham/Evansville Region 217-342-2226) –
Tommy Kirkpatrick (Champaign/Danville Region 217-260-5233)

www.StartPianoNow.com                     www.ChurchOrganNetwork.com                      www.CapitalCityMusic.net

COPIERS & PRINTERS

MANAGED NETWORK

MANAGED PRINT

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY

People Driven. Technology Focused.

1846 West Jefferson
Springfield, IL 62702
217.546.1434 

www.gfidigital.com

Pro’s Elite 100 Dealer, 2011-2019

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.  
Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.

Resources available to borrow from the UMRC!
Plan now for Summer and Fall!   NOTE: the UMRC is closed August 2-18. 
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

DVD studies for adults:
#101103    Authenticity Challenge: 21 Days to a More Content Life 
 (3 or 4 sessions)
#102180    Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation –  
 Revised Edition (6 sessions)
#106092    Free of Me: Why Life Is Better When it's Not about You (5 sessions)
#110058    Jesus Challenge: 21 Days of Loving God and Neighbor (3 sessions)
#114054    New Testament You Never Knew: Exploring the Context, Purpose,  
 and Meaning of the Story of God (8 sessions)
#119167    Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple (6 sessions)
#119169    She Dreams: Live the Life You Were Created For (6 sessions)

Sunday School Lessons For Kids  
of All Ages in One Room – DVD and book:
#107112    Grow Together Now: Volume 1 – 
 Forgiveness, Peacemaking, Servant's Heart (13 sessions)
#107113    Grow Together Now: Volume 2 –  
 Humility, Kindness, Cooperation (13 sessions)

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER



We experience freedom 
through whole persons in 
Jesus Christ.

Serving those who have served us.
www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221

Leading the way to 
financial freedom:
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund’s sole 
mission is to care for the retired clergy, spouses, 
and surviving spouses from the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference. We accomplish this mission through 
several different ministries:

• $1.5 million to purchase Medicare  
Supplement Plan

• Assistance in Researching Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees  

and Spouses
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the Retirees/

Spouses
• Fellowship Groups, Fall Banquets, Seminars, 

Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of  

Grave Markers 
• Hearing Aid and Dental Loan Programs
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

PASBF also helps active clergy plan for retirement. 
Ministries for active clergy include:

• Pre-Retirement Seminar
• Pulpit Supply
• Consecration Sunday Leadership
• Fundraising Education
• Financial Planning Education
• Financial and Estate Planning

Financial support comes from many generous 
individuals and local churches. Please prayerfully 
consider a lifetime gift or estate gift to support those 
who lead you on the path of faith.

Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 


