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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Dan Wright to Aledo, Spoon River District, effective Nov. 1.

Helen Dayle Badman to South Fork, Sangamon River 
District, ½ time, effective Nov. 1. This is in addition to her 
appointment at Morrisonville.

Faye Edmiaston to Bunker Hill, Mississippi River District, 
¼ time, effective Nov. 1.

Supply not appointed
Tim Lembke to Buckeye-Owaneco, Sangamon River 
District, ½ time, effective Nov. 1. This is his first-time 
assignment in IGRC.

Richard Morgan to New Burnside-Taylor, Cache River 

District, ¼ time, effective Oct. 20. This is a first-time 
assignment in IGRC.

Change of Status
Diane Schulte, discontinuation of appointment, 
Mississippi River District, effective Oct. 31. She previously 
served Bunker Hill UMC as a part-time local pastor.

Pete Ryan to Joppa-Oak Grove-Powers, Cache River 
District, effective Nov. 1. No change in appointment but a 
change to ¾ time.

Richard Lon Alderman, discontinuation of 
appointment, Vermilion River District, effective Nov. 1. 

Charles Shelquist to Transitional Leave, effective April 
30, 2019. He was previously appointed to extension 
ministry.
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There’s a hole in the boat
My boat was sinking!
I was eight miles away from the marina, and I 

was taking on water fast. I was all alone, anchored 
down, and the boat was filling up with water. To 
make matters worse the closest shore was an alliga-
tor-infested, stump-filled swamp. Just as I thought it 
couldn’t possibly get more challenging, the battery 
alarm started beeping. That signal meant that the 
battery compartment was being flooded, and if al-
lowed to fill, I would have no chance of starting the 
engine. What in the world was I going to do?

Some of you have heard me use the analogy of 
a hole being in the ship called The United Meth-
odist Church. For years the UM church has been 
taking on water. We have been losing members, 
closing churches, failing to recruit enough pastors 
to replace those that are retiring, borrowing from 
our “rainy day” financial reserves, and experiencing 
fewer and older folks engaged in our weak, weekly 
worship services (if yours is vibrant, I apologize. 
Most are not!).

United Methodism is taking on water and some 
folks are content to rearrange the deck chairs or 
place the primary focus on our ongoing family feud 
over issues of human sexuality. All the while the 
boat is sinking, and we are in danger. What in the 
world are we going to do?

For 40 years I have served in this wonderful 
denomination. I have not given up hope, and I will 
not give up hope even as the water rises. The God 
I serve works best in low to no light conditions. I 
believe God will make a way, and The United Meth-
odist Church will survive. We may take on a very 
different appearance, but I believe we will continue.

So, how do we get out of the current mess that 
we are in? I’m not just talking theory here. I’ve been 
on a sinking boat and survived. Here are a few criti-
cal keys:

1. Don’t panic! Because Jesus is in the boat 
there is no need to panic.

2. Make sure you have your life vest on and 
that it is secure. I made a deal with my 
wife to ALWAYS wear my life jacket out on 
the open water. I hope each person in-
volved in the UM church is secure with the 
assurance of a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

3. Turn on the bilge pump.  Hopefully your 
boat has one. A bilge pump is designed 
to sit in the lowest part of the boat and is 
there to pump out water. Spiritually, this 
is the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is our aid in all things spiritual. Some 
churches and some Christians try to func-
tion without the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Deaths
IGRC retired pastor George 
D. Youtzy, 95, died Nov. 7 
in Quincy.

Rev. Youtzy served 17 
years as director of public 
relations and assistant to 

the president of Chaddock Home for Youth, retiring 
in 1983. Prior to coming to Chaddock in 1966, 
he served churches in the former Northern Iowa 
Conference and as field representative of Hillcrest 
Children's Services in Iowa.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Frances, 
2130 Harrison St, #23, Quincy, IL 62301-6756.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
hansenspear.com/obituary/337467/George-
Youtzy

Retired pastor  Jeffery 
Alan Haley,  64, died Oct. 
21 in Carmi.

Rev. Haley served 24 years 
in active ministry, retiring 
Sept. 1, 2017.

A full obituary can be found at:  https://www.
campbellfuneralservices.com/notices/
Jeffery-Haley 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Debra, 1503 
W. Main St., Carmi, IL  62821-2267.

Inside this Issue

A ministry of Christ Church in Fairview Heights was 
instrumental in giving a Kumler UMC a facelift as 
well as a faith lift on Sept. 15. They painted walls, 
placed new flooring and installed new trim as well as 
refinished six exterior wooden doors.
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THANK YOU with your Giftsfor Embracing
Churches Making Contributions in October
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK]

Abingdon
Alma
Assumption
Barry
Belleville Union
Bissell
Blue Mound
Blue Ridge
Brimfield
Casey
Charleston Wesley
Chatham
Cissna Park

Collinsville First
Cornell Blackstone
Cuba
Dalton City
Decatur Grace
Decatur Wesley
Divernon
Edwardsville Saint John’s
Effingham Centenary
Fairfield First
Finley
Fisher 
Forsyth
Gillespie First
Golconda First
Granite City Trinity
Havana First
Herscher
Kingston Mines
Lebanon First
Living Faith
Macon
Magnolia
Mahomet
Marshall First
Moline Bethel Wesley
Momence
Monticello
Mount Pleasant
Mount Vernon Epworth
Normal Calvary

Normal First
Norris City
Oakford
O’Fallon First
Palmyra
Pana
Paris First
Parkville
Pekin First
Petrolia
Pontiac First
Peoria Bethel
Pawnee
Rantoul First
Robinson First
Springfield Asbury
Springfield Laurel
Springfield First
Staunton
Sugar Grove
Taylorville
Texas 
Thayer
Tremont
United Church of Heyworth
Urbana Wesley
Warrensburg 
Wenona St. John’s
Willow Hill
Winchester
Windsor

Individuals Known to have made 
Donations in October
[Through their local churches, online (igrc.org or 
embraceocok.org) or by text (OCOK  to 91999)]
Michael Abel
Rob Adams
Jessica Baldyga 
Kathy Barrett
Bishop & Mrs Frank J Beard
Joan Bricker
William Burton
Dan King Crede
Gay King Crede
Christine Cunningham
Robert Dillingham
Thomas Goodell
Roger Grimmett
Kimberly Hagedorn
John & Ruth Ann Hamilton
Kimberly Harris
Phillip Harris
Ray & Jane Harrison
Robert & Barbara Hathway
Camilla Hempstead
Nancy Hubert
Rhonda Komnick
Chuck Kurfman
Joan Lawrence
Rebecca Lembke
Kent Lolling
Johnnie Locker
Robin Lyons
Larry Moreau

Therese Melena
Charla Jo Meyers
Anita Munden
Jay Regennitter
Charliam Renner
Sheri Renner
Amanda Richards
Leanne Roseberry
Randall Shepard
Jarda Shimkus
Ann Smith
Miriam Snider
Justin Snider
Kathy Bueker Sweet
Craig Sweet
Buzz Swett
Allynn Walker
Rena Whitcher
Donna Wohlstein
Carolyn & Duane Yockey 

District Gifts 
Received:
Cache River
Embarras River
Iroquois River
LaMoine River
Mississippi River
Sangamon River

Sustaining Love’s
 Embracing ARMS
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The peace of Christ be with you and 
with all those you love during this 

Holiday Season. We are Thankful to be 
a part of the IGRC family. We join with 
you in celebrating Jesus Christ, the light 
of the world.”

    God Bless,
    Bishop Frank and Melissa Beard

The Holy Spirit’s job is 
to prevent us from being 
overcome. 

4. Get the anchors up. You 
cannot move if you are 
saddled and strapped to 
one location. You will 
never get your boat out of 
trouble dragging anchors while trying to 
move forward.

5. Start the engine before its too late to start 
the engine. Fortunately, I had an advance 
warning system and paid attention to it so 
that I was able to get the boat started. Some 
churches ignore the signs and warning sig-
nals that God sends because they are secure 
in their anchors.

6. Speed it up. Centrifugal force needs speed 
in order to work. Typically, churches like to 
go slow and take lots of time. Most church-
es are not accustomed to moving fast. If 
your boat is filling up with water, the best 
remedy is speed. Speed will force the water 
out of the back end.

7. Keep going and don’t get sidetracked or 
tricked into thinking that all is well just 
because you are moving. There is still a 
hole in the boat, and it will require atten-
tion.

8. Pray, pray and pray some more. My goal 
is to be the most prayed for Bishop in The 
United Methodist Church. Being continu-
ally covered in prayer is essential.

9. Thank God for mercy, grace, and love. 
God does not have to deliver and bless us, 
but for some reason God does. Thanks be 
to God!

After a few minor repairs my boat is back on 
the water, and I’m ready to do some catching. I be-
lieve that The United Methodist Church is going to 
be okay. We need the Holy Spirit to patch us up and 
repair the damages so that we might be about the 
mission Christ has given us of catching souls.  

Have a blessed holiday season and please 
remember to keep Christ at the center. As long 
as Christ is in the boat with us everything will be 
alright
God Bless,
Bishop Beard
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Covenant Keepers  
registration now open
O’FALLON – Online registration is now 
open for Covenant Keepers 2020 which will 
be at the Regency Convention Center in 
O'Fallon Jan. 27-28.

Speakers for the event 
are Rev. Dr. Kwasi Kena, 
associate professor 
of ethics and multi-
cultural ministry at 
Wesley Seminary on 
the campus of Indiana 
Wesleyan University, and 
Erin Hawkins, general 
secretary for the General 
Commission on Religion 
and Race. The theme of 
this year's gathering is Vital 
Conversations for Effective 

Ministry.

Covenant Keepers will begin at 12:30 p.m. on 
Monday and conclude without lunch at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesday. Monday night's schedule will 
include a banquet with special guests of John 
Wesley and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Childcare will be available through Shiloh 
UMC. Scholarship funds are available.
Register for Covenant Keepers 2020 by 
visiting: www.igrc.org/ck2020  Childcare is also 
available with registration by visiting: www.
igrc.org/ck2020childcare 

IGRC BOM invites clergy to 
participate in Holy Living, 
Holy Ministry 2020 process
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Board of 
Ministry invites clergy who have served in 
full-time licensed, commissioned or ordained 
ministry for at least 8 years to participate in 
an eight-month Holy Living, Holy Ministry 
process to Reflect, Renew and Recommit 
for your next ministry season.
All full-time active clergy – local pastors, 
deacons and elders - will need to complete this 
process by 2028. We especially invite covenant 
groups to participate together and highly 
encourage those of you who are in the second 
year of an appointment to attend in 2020. 
Practicing Ministry is challenging. Results 
continue to reveal that many clergy 
persons struggle with depression, loneliness, 
frustration in revitalizing dying churches, 
the emotional suffocation from frequent 
funerals, congregational conflicts, diversity 
of pastoral tasks, and working with a 
multiplicity of "bosses." In addition, there 
is the broader uncertainty of the future of 
the denomination and conference as the 
"tsunami" of change is lurking closer. In order 
to be faithful to the covenant of caring for all 
clergy and believing that the stated statistic 
is a reality for the IGRC clergy, Holy Living, 
Holy Ministry 2020 will provide a healthy 
opportunity for clergy  to intentionally focus 
on moving closer to being the person God 
seeks for him/her to be in the forthcoming 
eight years of ministry.

Registration deadline is Jan. 15. Register 
online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/2020HolyLivingHolyMinistry  Download 
a flyer for more information at: https://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/352a7ce6-
8d7b-484a-a1fd-7df39dc9e3f3.docx 

Young adult ministry webinar
SPRINGFIELD – Persons who were 
unable to participate in the Nov. 7 young 
adult webinar may view the recording 
by visiting: https://playback.lifesize.com/#/
publicvideo/9e25aa94-bf37-4bca-bc6f-
57c77e79c97b?vcpubtoken=f9710ce8-58ab-4833-
9d33-94b46ae36320 
Rev. Sarah Wanck led the webinar, Do 
You Really Want Young Adults? Equipping 
Existing Churches to Reach Young Adults. 
Wanck is the associate pastor at Washington 
Crossroads UMC. 
In 2016, she launched 309 as a ministry of 
the church.The mission was to create a 
multi-generational family of believers who 
are relentlessly reaching people for Christ 
in the Washington-Peoria area. They began 
with only 50 people and grew to 150 people 
last Spring. This summer, the worshipping 
communities of 309 and Crossroads UMC 
have merged. 

Just Energy for All  
training event
SPRINGFIELD – 
The IGRC United 
Methodist Women will 
host a training event, 
Just Energy for All, Dec. 
6-7, at Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC.
The event centers around UMW's effort 
to advance clean and renewable energy 
through a just and equitable transition.
The training event runs from 2 to 8:30 p.m. 
Dec. 6 and Dec. 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dinner on Dec. 6 and lunch on Dec. 7 is 
included with registration.
Read more and register online by visiting: 
https://bit.ly/2lXgg9y Download a promotional 
poster at: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/07f1cf67-5dd7-4c60-9f2f-
f4a8def8836d.pdf  

Holy Spirit Seminar
DAYTON, Ohio – Join Dr. 
Randy Clark at the 2019 
Holy Spirit Seminar on the 
campus of United Theological 
Seminary Dec. 6; to learn 
about the gifts of the Spirit at 
work in your life and ministry. 

In the opening session, Dr. Clark will focus on 
what the gifts are, how to identify them and how 
to utilize them.
During his second session, Gifts of the 
Spirit: Activation/Impartation, he will pray 
impartation for attendees to have their gifts 
activated. Come to learn, be inspired and 
take part in the awakening that is happening 
in global Methodism today. 
 

Read more by visiting: http://www.united.edu/
holy-spirit-seminar Register online by visiting: 
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=btsDsK 

Candidacy Retreat
SPRINGFIELD – A Candidacy Retreat 
for persons wishing to become certified 
candidates for ministry will be Jan. 3-4, 
2020, at the Chiara Center in Springfield. 
The retreat will run from 1 p.m. Friday to 6 
p.m. Saturday. Lodging will be at the Chiara 
Center and is included in the registration.
The retreat enables participants to worship 
together, have a chance to ask questions and 
learn about call, learn about the process of 
ordained ministry and meet with mentor groups.
Cost is $325 (includes lodging, meals and 
psychological assessment)
Prerequisites (for more info see: https://www.
igrctheboard.com/candidates-page)

• Approval of your District 
Superintendent

• Read and discuss The Christian as 
Minister with their pastor, campus 
minister or other clergy

• Write a letter to DS describing your 
call to ministry and requesting an 
appointment to discuss your call and 
complete required paperwork

Required for all candidates for ministry: 
licensed local pastor, deacon or elder
For more information, contact Kathy Crozier 
at kathycrozier@outlook.com, who serves the 
IGRC Board of Ministry as its vocational 
discernment coordinator.
Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/candidacyretreat 

Bishop's Confirmation Rally
SPRINGFIELD –Students that are engaged 
in confirmation class for 2020 or those who 
were confirmed and joined the church in 
2019 are invited to Bishop Frank Beard's 
Confirmation Rally on Saturday, Feb. 29 at 
Springfield First UMC from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
A small pre-registration fee of $5 per student. 
Adult leaders are free but are asked to 
register for an accurate headcount for lunch.
Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/2020BishopsConfirmationRally 

Making a Good 
Move
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop 
Frank J. Beard with retired 
Bishop Michael J. Coyner 
will be facilitating a 

workshop entitled Making a Good Move for 
all clergy receiving a new appointment in 
2020 and a team of representatives from 
the new church/charge.
This two-day event is designed to enhance 
your ministry and to prepare you for a 
successful transition. Making a Good Move 
will take place on April 24-25, at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Doubletree 
Hotel in downtown Springfield.
There is no charge for this workshop; 
however, you will need to make your own 
arrangements for lodging. We anticipate that 
the receiving congregation(s) will care for 
the lodging and mileage reimbursements.

Global Mission Fellows 
applications now being accepted
The Global Mission Fellows Program is  

accepting applications through Jan 7. This 
two-year program is a wonderful way for 
young adults, ages of 20 through 30 to 
engage with local communities outside of 
their home context, connect the church 
in mission and grow in personal and social 
holiness. All who fall within the age range 
and who are passionate about putting their 
faith into action while addressing the root 
causes of injustice are encouraged to apply.
The Global Mission Fellowship offers 
placement opportunities within the United 
States and internationally.
Read more and apply by visiting: https://www.
umcmission.org/gmf 

Certified Lay Servant basic 
and advanced courses
Information on basic and advanced lay servant 
courses are now available on the Lay Servant 
Ministries section of the IGRC website.
Persons will find a district-by-district 
breakdown on the basic and four advanced 
courses being offered. If your home district's 
training dates are not convenient, persons may 
request permission of your district's lay servant 
director to enroll in another district's course.
When visiting the Lay Servant section, refer to 
the menu on the right for what you are seeking.

Certified Lay Minister 
continuing education
The CLM Coordinating Team would like to 
announce the fall 2019 schedule for CLM 
Training. All Modules will be held at East Bay 
Camp, Hudson, IL, (Bloomington area) in the 
Vermilion River District.
The Advanced Lay Servant Course 
"Discover Your Spiritual Gifts" (or the online 
version through www.BeADisciple.com 
titled "Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts") is 
a pre-requisite for Certified Lay Servants 
taking Module 1. Those registering who have 
attended License School or completed one 
year of Seminary must also have completed 
a similar training on Spiritual Gifts.
Persons interested in the IGRC training to 
become a CLM must first meet one of the 
following requirements:

• Be or become a Certified Lay Servant.
• Have previously completed License 

School.
OR

• Have completed one year of seminary 
studies.

Registration links and more related 
information can be found by visiting: https://
www.igrc.org/modulesandregistration 

Charge conference forms 
available online
Charge conference forms are posted online 
through the Church Portal Page. Persons will 
need the church's six-digit GCFA number as 
the password to access the proper forms.

There are both online forms to be 
completed as well as paper forms that are 
downloaded, completed and attached to 
one of the online forms.

Christian ConversationsAnnouncements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
A/V TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 
Edwardsville St. John’s United 
Methodist Church seeks part-time A/V 
Technical Director. For job description 
and application, visit https://www.
thenewstjohns.com/job-openings

Diversity:  A Spice of Life 

BY BILL FRAZIER

Mail delivery brings a fair (or unfair) 
amount of unwanted items, many of which 
are soliciting donations to a “worthy” 
cause. 

Sorting out the “junk mail” is a daily 
chore.  However, I was surprised recently to receive an 
unrequested gift in the third-class mail – a small book of 
recipes entitled, Cooking Across Cultures.

The cookbook caused me to think about all the 
enjoyment experienced at a variety of restaurants, at the 
homes of friends, even at potluck dinners as I tasted many 
foods new to me prepared in different ways.

Enjoying a variety of food was not all that easy to do.  
Deviating from favorites to try a new dish was a bit of a risk; 
yet, it almost always was worth the effort.  Now I have many 
new favorites and trying something new is not so difficult.

Diversity in any form carries risk and reward.  It is 
never easy to move out of our ‘comfort zone’ in order to 
discover variety in life.  New people, new places, new ideas, 
new methods, new thinking – all can be life-changing 
experiences for us.  It takes some courage from us to allow 
these diverse experiences to happen and learn from the 
results. 

Enjoying new cuisine is fairly easy compared to 
learning about my racism from the victims of it, or 
in discovering my cultural bias from those who are 
marginalized by it.   These meaningful experiences happen 
when we enter into diverse relationships with people who 
are willing to risk and to share personally with us.  Persons 
of color, persons from a variety of cultural backgrounds can 
open us to an expanding knowledge and understanding 
when we are open to them.

Ask yourself, “Are you willing to risk being a part of 
new and diverse relationships?  Can you risk discovering 

variety in your life experiences?” 
The creative wisdom of God is 

on display in the variety of human 
life and its amazing expressions.  
Being open to this miracle of life is 
what we are called to do in Christian 
community.  May we have eyes to 
see, ears to hear, minds to know, and 
hearts to love all God’s people in our world, and may our 
doors always be open to receive all who come!

Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.”  (Matthew 5:6 NIV)

(Rev. Bill Frazier is a retired clergy member of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference. He is a former Council on 
Ministries director in the former Southern Illinois Conference 
and served eight years as a conference superintendent.)

(Editor’s note: This information adapted from an article by Dr. Lewis A. Parks which appeared in Leading Ideas 
on October 14, 2015. To download a copy, visit: https://www.churchleadership.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/A-
New-Way-to-View-Small-Church-Vitality-TTP-20190312.pdf )
BY LEWIS A. PARKS

I spend my working days as a pastor trying 
to name reality for my congregation as 
we wind a precarious way between the 

heights of aspiration and the depths of self-criticism. We 
know that we are supposed to be the tree planted by 
streams of living water that brings forth fruit in due season 
(Psalms 1:3), but some days feel more like the tree given 
one last chance (Luke 13:8). We would sing the songs of 
hope but keep hitting sour notes like the loss of a critical 
mass of young adults or another expensive repair to our 
big old building.
We are not going to turn it around overnight. And we are 
not going to have to close in the morning. So where are 
we? And what are we going to do here? I have found it 
helpful to describe a dynamic equilibrium for this congre-
gation and other small to mid-sized congregations I have 
served, and then to hold that condition before them as a 
measure of vitality. Dynamic equilibrium suggests that the 
congregation is a complex organism with staying power, 
but an organism with certain key indicators of health or 
decline.
The congregation maintains vital worship of God. There 
are contexts where maintenance is not a bad word and 
this is one of them. Season after season the People of 
God gather in this place to honor God with their praise 
and prayers, to attend to the word, to be exposed to the 
water, bread, and cup. The Spirit is already there making 
Christ present. A little cooperation with the Spirit on the 
part of those gathered, a little striving for excellence, a little 
freedom to express local religious creativity, and all things 
sprinkled with lots of hospitality will sustain the discipleship 
of the congregation throughout the week.
The congregation is a surrogate family. Terrell is one of 
the homeless persons who migrated from the weekday 
ministries to our worship service. He is known by name. 
He tells his stories of life on the road. He watches and 
imitates the steps of worship. He finds shelter and affirma-
tion in the sanctuary. But is he really so different from oth-
ers there? There are only a handful of multi-generational 
households present in our worship; most are single adults, 
single adults raising children, single adults caring for aging 
parents, or just single adults. So they too are looking for 
a place to be known by name, to share their hearts and 
their resources, and to be enveloped in the warmth of 
family-like ties.
The congregation is a blessing to the community where 
it finds itself. The social location of the church in its com-

munity may have changed. The demographics in a three-
mile radius may be less than promising. The pastor and a 
good many members drive in from a distance. The chill 
winds of a fortress mentality blow around the building. Un-
less relocation is on the table, the congregation must sum-
mon energy for local extroversion. “But seek the welfare 
of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 
welfare” (Jeremiah 29:7). The church that is in touch with 
the community narrative and incorporates its narrative 
into that one with well-targeted ministries has a future.
The congregation maintains its building for holy space 
and mission. I try to remember two things from the 
wonderful story of Francis of Assisi’s call from God in the 
dilapidated Church of St. Damian: “Do you not see that my 
house is in ruins? Go and restore it for me.” (1) It became 
a powerful metaphor for his life’s work. (2) He went back 
and repaired that building! A church in dynamic equilibrium 
attends to its properties. It appreciates the blank canvas 
for creative local expression it has been given. It addresses 
obstacles to hospitality, the creeping issues of safety, the 
upgrades that would improve ministry and mission.
The congregation passes the faith to the coming genera-
tions. From God’s promise of descendants to Abram and 
Sarai, to Paul’s coaching of Timothy, the Bible clearly favors 
an intergenerational faith. “One generation shall laud your 
works to another,” says the Psalmist (145:4). If I would 
place one element slightly above the others it would be 
this. If you have ever known someone who was the last 
person in their family line, you know the threat presently 
experienced in many smaller congregations. Grandparents 
bring three quarters of our children. And we rarely have 
enough children present at one time for group activity. Still 
we must attend to the children we have, calling them by 
name, teaching the faith with a one-room-school model, 
encouraging their active participation in the worship.
There are other worthy dramas for congregations besides 
“grow bigger.” One is sustaining a dynamic equilibrium 
by applying pressure to key points of vulnerability of this 
Spirit-animated organism.
(Lewis Parks is Professor of Theology, Ministry and Con-
gregational Development at Wesley Theological Seminary. 
He pastors Calvary United Methodist Church in Lemoyne, 
Pennsylvania, assists denominational leaders around vitality in 
small churches and is author of several books, including Small 
on Purpose: Life in a Significant Church, Abingdon Press, 2017, 
available at Cokesbury and Amazon.)

TO THE POINT: A NEW WAY TO 
VIEW SMALL CHURCH VITALITY

(The following statement was issued by the Ebony 
Bishops of The United Methodist Church on Oct. 21)

But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
 Amos 5:24

As the global United Methodist Church 
continues to pray, discuss and discern a path 

forward for our denomination, numerous gatherings 
have provided a space for reflecting and visioning. 
In an effort to provide a bridge for the grass-root 
conversations taking place among African-American 
clergy and laity, the Ebony bishops convened 
leadership from the constituencies of the Black church 
to speak its unique voice of hope for the future, not 
only for the Black church, but also for the unity of the 
entire denomination.

We give witness to the historical and theological 
giftedness of the Black church that has equipped it 
to speak into such a time as this. We believe that the 
voice of the Black church has within its spiritual, 
historical, and theological DNA a word that needs 
to be spoken into the current conversations being 
held throughout the United Methodist Church. Our 
witness is grounded in our experience of deliverance 
from enslavement, Jim Crow, the exclusionary 
practices of The Central Jurisdiction and the on-
going discrimination in our world. The Black church 
understands the prophetic witness required in 
liminal spaces, spaces of the already and the not yet. 
Our faith, praise, stewardship and disciple- making 
focus did not and has not wavered, even as we yet 
await full justice and righteousness both within and 
without of the church. The brokenness of our world 
and denomination can benefit from this steadfast 
experience and voice.

Therefore, Black leadership in our denomination 
must continue to be given opportunities to share its 
perspectives and concerns for God’s preferred future.

We, the Ebony Bishops affirm the following things 
to pursue that came out of these discussions:

1. Pursue legislative advocacy;
2. Build bridges with the African diaspora;
3. Create an anti-oppression agenda for the Black 

Church;
4. Claim African-American identity and missional 

imperatives; and,
5. Continue this work beyond General Conference 

2020.

As a result, taskforces are being formed around 
this work with the intent of sharing more details in 
the coming weeks. Our commitment is to provide this 
information to the whole church, that it might not only 
be heard, but acted upon where and when action is 
necessary.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND 
FAMILY MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 
Edwardsville St. John’s United 
Methodist Church seeks experienced, 
full-time director of children, youth and 
family ministries. For a job description 
and application, visit https://www.
thenewstjohns.com/job-openings
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BY LYNN VENHAUS
O’Fallon Progress

O’FALLON – A Texas Ranger named Monty, a wild brown 
stallion, a woman boss Beth, the Circle B Ranch, its foreman 
Nathan and cowpokes Zach and Jake, and a manhunt seeking 
vengeance for his murdered sheriff father.
Retired Methodist pastor Dennis Doane took these elements 
and wrote an action-packed western, The Blurred Hand. It is 
now available from Newman Springs Publishing.
Doane, 82, began writing one night when he couldn’t sleep. In 
pain from recent knee replacement surgery, he headed for his 
computer. Words and phrases tumbled onto the page.
“I intended to play a game. I started writing a story. I couldn’t 
stop writing. I could hardly keep up with my thoughts. Three 
hours later, I thought ‘I got to quit and go to bed.’ The same 
thing happened the next night,” he said.
He discovered a passion for writing and found his voice.
“I continued until the book was finished,” he said.
It is dedicated to his late wife, Jan. After The Blurred Hand, the 
same pattern was repeated, and his second book was done. 
Now, three years later, he has four books completed. He is 
now working on his fifth book.
“I’m not under the same compulsion to write, but just for the 

joy of writing,” he said.
Currently, Doane lives in a retirement community in O’Fallon. 
He still bangs out fiction late into the night.
“There is no pattern. I just work on it. Time just passes by – 
I’m not aware of it. But I enjoy it,” he said. “I have to do read-
ing for research. I want it to be historically accurate.”
The Blurred Hand has Monty Lane on a vengeance trail of 
some killers who murdered his sheriff father. They shot him in 
the back and then point blank in the forehead. Monty works 
on his fast draw until he is fast, “very fast.” His search leads 
him to working at a certain ranch where he meets a woman 
boss who was raised with a different set of values.
Doane wrote extensively about Mustangs and caring for 
horses in the book, one of his interests.
“I always loved westerns. When I was a boy, I’d go to the show 
on Saturdays for 12 cents. Westerns were on the screen,” he 
said.
He grew up in Mounds, a small town in southernmost Pulaski 
County not far from the Kentucky border. He started college 
in Greenville, but a call to the ministry led him to McKendree 
University in Lebanon, then divinity school in Georgia. He 
eventually served congregations all over the state from 1955 
until he retired in 2001.

Local Church News Local Church News

State’s anti-gambling lobbyist 
is one tough ‘church lady’

(Editor’s note: Illinois Church Action on Alcohol and Addiction Problems or ILCAAAP is an 
ecumenical ministry which receives financial support from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference through 
the annual conference budget. It is also a conference advance special.)
BY DAISY CONTRERAS
National Public Radio Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gambling has expanded 
throughout Illinois as the state struggles to catch up 
with its budget deficit. 

The lure of additional revenue brought support 
from local governments, businesses and unions. But not 
everyone is a fan, as some argue it takes advantage of 
the vulnerable among us.

One woman has spent the last two decades fighting 
against state-sanctioned gambling.

Anita Bedell has a nickname in the statehouse. 
People refer to her as the “church lady,” a reference to a 
Saturday Night Live skit. She’s short, with gray hair and 
an unassuming presence. But she’s tough. And relentless. 

She’s fought toe to toe with big money interests 
determined on bringing more gambling to Illinois.

On the very last day of the legislative session in 
late May, lawmakers, lobbyists and reporters had finally 
received the long-awaited gambling bill consisting of 
hundreds of pages before it went up for a vote.

In a packed committee room inside the Illinois 
Statehouse, stakeholders presented their case to legislators. 
And of course, Bedell was one of them. Pressed for time, 
lawmakers gave her only three minutes to talk.  

Anita Bedell has been the executive director for 
the Illinois Church Action on Alcohol and Addiction 
Problems since 1994.

That’s how most gambling hearings unravel for 
Bedell, who is almost always last to speak and usually 
testifies to legislators whose minds are already made up. 
It’s almost a David and Goliath type of situation, except 
in her case, David rarely wins.

They give her a few moments to make her case, 
then move along with their plans. Bedell is often 
steamrolled. But she keeps her cool.  

Paul Black, director of communications for 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, says he’s never seen her angry in the 
25 years he’s known her.

“There have been times I’ve said – ‘Anita how in the 
world can you sit there and just do that?’ And she says 
– ‘I don’t want them to know they’re getting to me.’ And 
she’ll sit there and just take it,” he says.

Bedell leads the non-profit Illinois Church Action 
on Alcohol and Addiction Problems. It began as a 
prohibition group in the 1800s. Bedell — who was born 
in Highland and raised in Pocahontas — joined in 1994.  
That’s just after the state legalized riverboat gambling.

Bedell says when gambling started to grow, the 
group expanded.

“And the first thing that struck me is that no 
one was speaking up. The media was all about the 
money that was going to come in, all the economic 
development. So, in 1992, our organization got involved 
in the gambling issue.”

Today, gambling expansion isn’t the only thing on 
Bedell’s mind. Adults will legally be able to buy and use 
cannabis in January. Bedell says she travelled across 
the state during the summer to get local governments 
to ban sales. The Naperville City Council, for example, 
recently voted to ban sales.

“Since they [lawmakers] passed the law, we 
are getting calls from churches, from pastors, from 
grassroots people who are very upset at this legislation 
and they want to do something,” she says.

Bedell says the state should not line its pockets with 
money from those suffering from addiction. And she 
has first-hand experience seeing the struggles addiction 
can bring. 

Her views were formed as a young woman who 
babysat for a family with gambling addiction.

“I didn't eat lunch so the girls would have food to 
eat.  The mother bought some groceries at the end of the 
week after she won a bet at the racetrack.  At the end of 
the week, she had no money left to pay me,” Bedell says.

While some might call her the “church lady,” 
Bedell’s lobbying style sticks to numbers and facts — 
not morality.

“Some of the hard, hard-core people didn’t want 

to hear it, they would just roll their eyes,” says former 
state Senator Mike Jacobs, a Democrat who worked on 
gambling legislation during his nine-year tenure. His 
father, state Senator Denny Jacobs, was behind the state’s 
first casino bill in the 80s.

Jacobs says Bedell’s style is like citizen activism, 
which he admires. “Anita Bedell was one of those people 
who complained about government and tried to do 
something about it. But I think at the end of the day, the 
most impressive thing about Anita is that she had an 
idea and just implemented it.”

Even among her own organization, Bedell has been 
a controversial figure. At first, she says, some wondered 
if she’d be the right person to lead the opposition.

“When I first started speaking out against 
gambling, one of my board members said, you are 
absolutely the wrong person for this. And then he 
stopped and said—you know that might be a good thing 
because they’ll never expect anything for the things you 
have to say.”

Despite the powerful lobbying groups behind both 
bills, Bedell says she doesn’t feel discouraged. She says she 
works for the people who don’t have a voice in politics.

Sharon Brown, executive director of Kumler 
Outreach Ministries in Springfield says she sees Bedell’s 
motivation stem from a strong sense of conviction.

“She could be very disappointed, she could be very 
frustrated with the issues she works on, but I think that 
she remains grounded in who’s she’s serving and why 
she’s doing what she’s doing.”

Bedell says, while the road hasn’t always been easy, 
she’s ready for what’s to come.

“Again, I never expected to be here this long, but I 
just thought, the Lord put me here, he kept me here, and 
he keeps sending people to help.”

As gambling and recreational cannabis spreads 
through Illinois, Bedell says she’s not going anywhere.

(This story was originally aired on National Public Radio 
on Nov. 7, 2019. Used with permission.)

BY JOHNATHAN GOODENOW

SPRINGFIELD – A ministry of Christ Church 
in Fairview Heights was instrumental in giving a 
Springfield church basement a facelift as well as a 
faith lift in September.
On Sunday, Sept. 15, the repair ministry team ar-
rived at Kumler UMC where they painted walls, 
placed new flooring and installed new trim as well 
as refinished six exterior wooden doors.
In the past, the Christ Church building repair 
ministry traveled as far as Montana, Kansas and 
Oklahoma to help churches complete repairs that 
their congregations were unable to complete them-
selves. Sometimes the price of labor, the size of a 
congregation, or an aging congregation will keep a 
church from fixing parts of their buildings, so Christ 
Church took it upon themselves to provide labor 
for churches in need. Now Christ Church wants to 
put its ministry to work by helping churches within 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
This ministry began about 15 years ago as part 
of Christ Church’s youth ministry program under 
associate pastors Ralph Phillippe and Mark Harris. 
As part of a mission trip, youth and adults would 
travel to out-of-state locations in need of help. After 
pastor appointments changed and the ministry 
continued to grow in scope, Christ Church decided 
to separate the repair ministry from the youth 
program and created a new committee to oversee 
it. The program can still have involvement from the 
youth, however. Committee chair James Ellett spoke 
about some of the trips they organized.
“By the time we went to Mena [Arkansas], the 
group had really grown. We took 60 people to 
Mena. We used to rent one of those Greyhound-
style buses and then we would also take some 
shuttle vans.” A member of Christ Church connect-
ed them to a church in Mena which had recently 

been affected by a tornado.
“That was a really rewarding trip because we got a 
chance to talk to the homeowners of the houses 
we were working on. In some cases, our youth 
director would meet with some of the families and 
he brought one of them to Christ on their front 
porch. That made us feel like we were doing what 
we were supposed to be doing,” said Ellett. After 
that, the group visited Nashville, Tenn., in the after-
math of a flood and then Joplin, Mo., after that area 
experienced a tornado. After visiting the sites of so 
many natural disasters, the group felt like it needed 
to make a change. 
“There’d been lots of groups coming in and we got 
the feeling that we were just another group. We 
didn’t feel like it had as much impact. I’m sure what 
we did helped people out, but it didn’t feel like the 
right thing,” explained Ellett.
The ministry spent the next five years taking trips 
out to Salina, Kan., to assist an organization called 
Ashby House, but God began pulling them in 
another direction. 
“Going back out was an easy thing because we knew 
where to stay. We knew where all the lumber yards 
and hardware stores were… We felt like the easy 
way out isn’t really what God wants us to do,” Ellett 
said. “Something told me, maybe it was God talking 
to me, ‘Do something within your conference.’”
District Superintendent Sylvester Weatherall con-
nected Christ Church with Kumler, where they 
recently helped renovate a basement dining area 
used to host a meal each week for the homeless. 
Ellett is happy with the outcome. 
“We help Kumler, and Kumler is helping so many 
people through its ministry.  In an extended way, 
we’re helping them too,” he said. “If churches had 
to spend more of their own money on repairs 
and maintenance, their ability to be in mission may 

suffer.  Christ Church wants to enable churches in 
the IGRC to have a greater impact in their areas of 
ministry.”
If your church would like to learn more about this 
ministry or request assistance with a repair, contact 
James Ellett at jdellett57@icloud.com.
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Photo by Lynn Venhaus, O’Fallon Progress
O’Fallon resident Dennis Doane, 82, recently published an 
action-packed western book title ‘The Blurred Hand.” It is 
is available online at the Apple iBooks store, Amazon, and 
Barnes and Noble. 

Retired pastor pens action-packed western

CHRIST CHURCH GIVES  
KUMLER UMC A FACE/FAITH LIFT

Barry United Methodist Church provided their 
5th annual Halloween Trunk or Treat on a gorgeous 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 27. It was a huge success 
with over 135 children plus their families attending. 14 
decorated trunks and one fire truck were provided by 
Peggy Rawlings, Jayna Hively, Paige Snyder, Lance & 
Michelle Kendrick, Liberty Bank, Angela Dixon, Joni & 
Chloe Hazelrigg with Kelly Syrcle, Tanya Spann & family, 
Barry Apple Festival Queen Jenson Ross & Jr. Miss 
Rileigh Harris, the Hinch family, Garrick & Hailey Hinch, 
Barry Fire Department, New Canton Harvest Festivity 
Royalty, Mark & Cindy Piper, and Dan Lohnes.

Some of the trunks were themed - like a beach theme, 
Winnie the Pooh, Hocus Pocus, a giant frog pond, and a 
treasure hunt. The gift certificate for best decorated trunk 
went to the Hinch family with their Hocus Pocus theme.

Besides candy, the families could partake of grilled hot 
dogs, s'mores, hot chocolate, cookies & a scary photo 
op. A good time was had by all & possibly more fun than 
this year's snowy, cold, traditional Halloween night.
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Connecting Campers, Nature, and Christ

Why Camp? 
Why Now?

Local Church News
IGRC Camping Guide

SUMMER 2 O 2 O

In an effort to save resources and reduce waste, the full camping 
guide is only available digitally this year. Individuals can print all or 
portions of the guide to fit their needs.  Check out IGRC.org/camping 
to see this year’s full camping guide, online registration, and all the 
information you’ll need to join us at camp this summer.

A romance blossomed through wartime letters
(Editor’s note: Gerald “Andy” Anderson was a World War II veteran, a retired postmaster with 
the U.S. Postal Service and a member of the Springfield Jerome UMC)

BY MARK DEPUE
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library

Gerald “Andy” Anderson from tiny Oakford, Illinois, was no stranger to hardship. 
His father had lost the family farm after the stock market crash in 1929. His mother died 
in 1934 when he was 11, leaving his father to raise nine children on a hired hand’s salary. 
But nothing Andy experienced prepared him for what he saw when he landed in the 
second wave on Omaha Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944.

Andy was a member of the fabled 1st Infantry Division — the Big Red One. He 
joined the unit in Sicily and was quickly assigned to the Ammunition Pioneer Platoon in 
Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion of the 16th Infantry Regiment. His job consisted 
of laying mine fields and the even more delicate job of finding and removing enemy 
mines. He had received no training in those skills prior to arriving in Sicily, but that was 
where his unit needed him.

Several months later, on June 6, Andy was in a Higgins boat riding the choppy waters 
toward Omaha Beach. He wrote down his memories of that day many years later: “The 
ramp finally was lowered and we began to evacuate as quickly as possible into waist-deep 
water. Almost immediately we began to suffer casualties from the severe small arms fire. 
We had at least a hundred yards to go before getting to the sandy beach area and at least 
two hundred yards of sand to reach the cover of the rock and shelf bank.”

That trip seemed to take an eternity, weighed down as he was with equipment that 
included several pack charges (explosives) and the rod assembly to his squad’s mine 
detector. When the soldiers carrying the mine detector’s base plate and battery pack 

did not reach the relative safety of the sea wall, 
“some of us went back down on the beach and 
that’s when we found the two guys in my squad 
that didn’t make it,” he explained during a 
recent interview with the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum’s oral 
historian. “The box that had the battery in it 
had been exposed to salt water, so the battery 
wouldn’t work.”

The Americans eventually fought 
their way off Omaha beach, but only after 
staggering losses. Nearly another year of 
combat lay ahead for Anderson and the 
men of the Big Red One. Next up came the 
struggle through the hedgerow country of 
Normandy, then the Falaise pocket, a quick 
advance across northern France, followed 
by brutal street fighting in Aachen, the first 
Germany city the Allies reached. It was during 
that fight when Anderson was injured by 
shrapnel from a German hand grenade while he was laying a mine field.

“They were close enough you could see them,” he recalled. “They must have heard us 
when we were out there. And all of a sudden, they’re right among us!”

He was evacuated to a hospital in England but returned to his unit in time for the 

America’s oldest Iwo Jima survivor dies at age 103
BY PHIL LUCIANO
Peoria Journal-Star

MACOMB – At age 27, John Moon had a college 
degree, bright future and fledgling family.
But as World War II raged and headlines touted the 
Axis menace, he felt driven to help save the world.
“There was a big spread (of headlines) that this 
would be the war to end all wars,” he said decades 
later. “I thought if I could help to end all wars, I 
wanted to (do that) for my young son and my wife.”

So, in late 1943, he kissed his wife and toddler son 
goodbye and joined the U.S. Marine Corps. Though 
his effort did not end all wars — “How gullible I was,” 
he later recalled — his tour propelled him to the epic 
Battle of Iwo Jima and earned him a Purple Heart.
After the war, he continued what would become a 
remarkable lifetime of service, in his hometown of 
Macomb, where his affable manner and hard work 
made him not just a familiar face but a community 
inspiration. Moon, believed to be the oldest living Ma-
rine veteran from the Battle of Iwo Jima, died there 
last week at age 103.
“He was pretty well known by everyone,” says son Da-
vid Moon, 73, of Macomb. “He was well liked. He knew 

a lot of people. And he outlived most of them.”
The lifelong Macomb resident graduated from Ma-
comb High School in 1934, then earned a bachelor’s 
degree in science from Western Illinois State Teachers 
College, now Western Illinois University. A year later, 
in 1940, he wed Bee Nichols. They had a baby boy. 
Moon worked as a physical test operator for Cater-
pillar Tractor Co. in East Peoria.
But as the war pressed on, he decided to enlist in 
the Marines. After training, he was assigned to the 
5th Marine Division, which landed at Iwo Jima on the 
first day of Operation Detachment, Feb. 19, 1945. The 
goal was to wrest the island from the Japanese army, 
which was entrenched in tunnels and caves.
Over five weeks of combat — some of the fiercest of 
the war — nearly 7,000 Marines were killed while anoth-
er 20,000 were wounded; about 200 Japanese soldiers 
were captured, while the rest were killed in action.
“I’ve been through hell. I’ve been there and back,” Moon 
later said of the battle. “It was extremely loud. ...There 
were thousands of those landing boats. Our ramp was 
broken; we had to climb over and swim to shore.
“The boats were just spinning around, and the water 
was red with blood.”
After a dozen days of fighting, Moon’s sergeant and 
corporal were dead, and he was promoted to corpo-
ral. He led a three-man flamethrower team.
“If it hadn’t been for the flamethrowers, I don’t think 
we could have taken them,” Moon told the Mc-
Donough County Voice. “It’s not a pretty sight seeing a 
man burn to death, but I’ve seen several of those.”
As his division slowly advanced, Moon was shot in 
the left leg. While recovering at Pearl Harbor, Moon 
decided to enlist in Officer Candidate School, but the 
war ended before he could finish. Discharged Sept. 
25, 1945, he returned from the war with a Purple 
Heart.
Back home, he and his wife would raise two more 
children while Moon worked multiple jobs, each 
leaning on his gregarious nature. He ran two restau-
rants, worked as a carpenter and sold life insurance. 
He was perhaps most known for a 10-year stint as 
a driver’s education teacher at Macomb High, where 
nervous students appreciated his patience and en-
couragement.
“He just had that warm personality,” his son says. “He 

was stern, but he was funny — he had a great sense 
of humor. I’d (decades later) see these 50-year-old 
kids coming up to him and saying, ‘Oh, Mr. Moon! I had 
you in driver’s ed!’ They still recognized him.”
Meantime, he belonged to multiple community or-
ganizations, including the Optimist Club, Rotary, VFW, 
American Legion and Kiwanis.
“He did a lot of things,” his son says. “He was just a 
good man for the community.”
A lifelong member of Macomb Wesley UMC, he put 
his driving skills to use in transporting elderly mem-
bers to and from services. He also sang in the choir, 
and his voice became known as one of the town’s 
sweeter sounds. In fact, last year he belted out the 
National Anthem before a Western Illinois University 
women’s basketball game.
Of all his activities, the high point might’ve happened 
two years ago: at age 101, Moon went to Washington, 
D.C., via the Greater Peoria Honor Flight, accompa-
nied by son David and daughter Jeanine.
“It was the best thing he ever did in his later years,” 
his son says. “He loved being able to talk to other 
soldiers his age.”
Healthy for almost his entire life, Moon nonetheless 
gave up his driver’s license after falling asleep at the 
wheel in his 90s and wrecking his car. But that didn’t 
stop him from getting around: Moon, a widower since 
1998, bought a three-wheel bicycle and pedaled 
around Macomb, stopping for haircuts, snacks or 
wherever his mood might take him. He became so 
renowned with that bike, it merited a mention in his 
obituary: “Many will miss hearing his amazing singing 
voice, watching him ride his three-wheel bike and his 
fantastic attitude.”
He last rode the bike about two weeks ago. About 
then, from multiple health problems, Moon’s health 
took a nosedive. At his room Wesley Village Retire-
ment Center, though conversant early last week, he 
died peacefully Tuesday.
Festooned with flowers, the bike will be at his memo-
rial service Thursday. His son expects a lot of smiles.
“He was an inspiration to everyone who saw him,” his 
son says. “We’re going to have a great celebration of 
his life. Hopefully, the memories will continue.”
(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 4 issue of the 
Peoria Journal-Star, www.pjstar.com)

Photo courtesy of Western Illinois University
World War II veteran John Moon sings the National Anthem before the start of 
a women’s basketball game at Western Illinois University. Moon, believed to 
be the oldest survivor of the Battle of Iwo Jima, died Oct. 29 at the age of 103.

Gerald “Andy” 
Anderson and Josephine Hillman
Photo courtesy of Lincoln Presidential Library

ROMANCE CONTINUED ON 14
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Why should we care about camp in 2O2O?PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

Phone: 217.529.3007
Fax: 217.529.4150   
www.igrc.org/camping   

camping@igrc.org

Register online:   
www.igrc.org/camping

SUMMER CALENDAR
START 
DATE

END 
DATE CAMP NAME GRADE SITE SITE/

NUMBER

6/7 6/12 RISE CIT 11 - 12 East Bay EB320

6/10 6/13 Fueled 6 - 9 Little Grassy LG680

6/14 6/16 Campelodeons I 1 - 2 East Bay EB312

6/14 6/19 Altitude 1 - session 1 7 - 12 East Bay EB391

6/14 6/19 Catch The Spirit 7 - 12 East Bay EB394

6/14 6/19 Camp 456 4 - 6 Little Grassy LG654

6/14 6/19 Camp 456 + HorsEast Bayack Riding 4 - 6 Little Grassy LG685

6/14 6/19 Impact CIT 10 - 12 Little Grassy LG660

6/15 6/19 EB Day Camp Week 1 PK - 7 East Bay EB310

6/15 6/19 S’Mores and More Day Camp K - 5 Little Grassy LG610

6/15 6/18 Beulah Bible Camp 5 - 7 Beulah Camp BC223

6/16 6/19 Campelodeons II 3 - 5 East Bay EB314

6/19 6/20 Beulah The Beginning 2 - 4 Beulah Camp BC213

6/21 6/24 Mad Scientists 3 - 5 East Bay EB328

6/21 6/24 Ignited 9 - 12 East Bay EB350

6/21 6/26 AIR 7 - 13 Little Grassy LG635

6/21 6/26 AIR Horse Camp 7 - 13 Little Grassy LG637

6/21 6/27 Beulah Youth Institute 8 - 13 Beulah Camp BC233

6/22 6/26 EB Day Camp Week 2 PK - 7 East Bay EB310

6/26 6/28 Generations Camp 1 All Ages East Bay EB346

6/28 7/3 Unplugged 1 3 - 5 East Bay EB364

6/28 7/3 Unplugged 2 6 - 8 East Bay EB366

6/28 7/3 Altitude 2 7 - 12 East Bay EB390

6/28 7/1 Discovery Camp 1 - 4 Little Grassy LG605

6/28 7/1 Night Owls 4 - 6 Little Grassy LG650

6/29 7/3 EB Day Camp Week 3 PK - 7 East Bay EB310

7/5 7/10 SPLAT 1 4 - 6 East Bay EB330

7/5 7/10 Altitude 1 - session 2 7 - 12 East Bay EB395

7/5 7/10 Outdoor Adventure 9 - 12 East Bay EB324

7/5 7/10 Uplifted 6 - 8 Little Grassy LG620

7/5 7/8 Amplified 9 - 12 Little Grassy LG640

7/6 7/10 EB Day Camp Week 4 PK - 7 East Bay EB310

7/7 7/11 Beulah Junior High Alive Camp 6 - 8 Beulah Camp BC243

7/9 7/12 My Shepherd and Me - no discount K - 4 Little Grassy LG625

7/10 7/12 Generations Camp 2 All Ages East Bay EB344

7/11 7/17 Baby Fold 10 - 13 East Bay EB398

7/12 7/17 Girls Only 6 - 8 East Bay EB332

7/12 7/17 Boys Only 6 - 8 East Bay EB336

7/13 7/17 EB Day Camp Week 5 PK - 7 East Bay EB310

7/19 7/22 SPLAT 2 6 - 8 East Bay EB331

7/19 7/25 Marked Leadership Camp 8 - 12 East Bay

7/20 7/24 EB Day Camp Week 6 PK - 7 East Bay EB310

7/22 7/25 Clergy Camp East Bay

7/23 7/25 Adulting 101 Age 18 - 20 East Bay EB380

7/24 7/31 Beulah Holiness Camp All Ages Beulah Camp

7/27 7/31 EB Day Camp Week 7 PK - 7 East Bay EB310

7/27 7/31 Epworth on the Move…Junior/Senior Camp 6 - 13 Trip Grant TG930

7/30 8/1 Latino Youth Retreat Age 13 - 21 East Bay

7/31 8/2 Epworth Fledgling Journey Camp 1 - 5 Trip Grant TG900

7/31 8/2 Epworth Generational Journey Camp All Ages Trip Grant TG920

8/14 8/16 Epworth Fishing for Families Age 8 - 18 Trip Grant TG960

BY PATRIC NEWTON  
Coordinator of Camping

If you are an adult of a certain age, summer camp 
likely brings back a flood of memories of a time that 
feels like another place, perhaps in a galaxy far, far away. 
Your summer camp memories are likely filled with fun, 
friendship, life changing experiences, and for most of us 
hold a very special place in our hearts and minds. 

The world that existed when we were children feels 
long gone in so many ways. That begs the questions, “Is 
camp still relevant in our current world?” and “Why 
should we care about camp in 2020 when there is so 
much going on in our world, community, church, and 
lives?” 

We think we know the answers to those questions, 
but rather than tell you we want to show you.

Recent studies show that young people are 
less religious than ever, twice as many 
identify as atheists than previous generations, 
and over 50% believe attending church is not 
important. (Barna)

In 2019, 95% of campers had significant faith experiences 
at camp.

What Campers told us they learned at camp in 2019:

How connect to people and God.
That I am never alone.

How to open my heart to Jesus.
What I am being called to do with my life.
How to show people that God loves them.

Peace, love, trust, and respect.
How to use a Bible.

50% of young people in America indicate that 
they feel alone and disconnected, making 
them the loneliest living generation. (Cigna)

In 2019, 93% of campers indicated that they felt loved at 
camp.

What Campers told us about their counselors  
in 2019:

She cared about me.
She was kind and understanding.

He helped me get my life back on track.
They helped me move closer to God.

He listened to me.
She was funny and kind.

I love how he explains things to us about God.
She taught me and loved me more than I thought possible.

What Parents told us about the 2019 camp experience:

We are active in church and Bible study fellowship, but this 
is the first time she talked about loving God with her soul.

Our son feels like his camp people are family.

Camp is an amazing experience and also a way for 
children to get some independence and learn about God in 
a different setting than home. It prepares them for bigger 

and better things.

Camp gives campers the opportunity to experience 
closeness to God and learn valuable skills for life.

I love how excited my sons have been about Jesus and all of 
their activities and friendships upon coming home from Camp.

Our daughter really enjoyed the camp and made new friends.

Camp is a place where fun things happen, but it is so 
much more than that. Camp impacts lives in significant 
ways. That impact follows campers home and continues 
to grow and shape lives long after the camp experience 
has ended. Parents report that after camp their children 
are seeing increased self-esteem, independence, and new 
interests in sharing their faith, reading the Bible, and 
going to Church. 

This summer don’t miss an opportunity to change the 
lives of the children and youth in your community. Your 
encouragement and support to get young people to camp 
has never been more important and has the potential 
to change everything in the life of a child. Join us this 
summer as we continue our mission to Connect People, 
Nature, and Christ for the transformation of the world!

Scholarships available for all camps!   
Apply today:  www.igrc.org/registrationforms

Connecting Campers, Nature, and Christ

93%

15% I heard about God’s love for the first time.
37% I asked Jesus into my life.
25% I am interested in knowing more about  
 Christ, but not yet ready to make a decision. 
18% I made a decision to go deeper in my faith.

Support Camp  
This Summer!

There are several ways that you can support us this 
summer other than sending campers to one of our 
programs. We ask that you prayerfully consider partnering 
with us this summer in one of the areas listed below. Your 
camping and retreat ministry is an extension of your local 
congregation and we want to be partners with you in 
impacting the lives of young people this summer. Below are 
some additional opportunities to serve.

MENTORS/CLERGY MENTORS
Each summer we have many adult volunteers and clergy 

that serve at our sites that we are calling Mentors. There 
are a variety of ways one can volunteer including teaching, 
speaking, supervising youth, leading music at worship, 
overseeing camper health (nurses/doctors), maintenance/
cleaning, and in any number of other ways. Clergy Mentors 
are typically asked to help with teaching and speaking 
throughout the week. Curriculum is provided to guide the 
process and to make it easy to guide the spiritual formation 
of our campers. 

If you have a gift to share this summer and a passion to 
serve young people for a few days, a week, or more, then we 
would love to hear from you. Individuals age 18 or older can 
contact our office at 217-529-3007 or camping@igrc.org for 
more information about how to get signed up and authorize 
a background check. In many instances, there are options 
for childcare available for our Mentors. Change lives this 
summer with your presence!

AMBASSADOR
Ambassadors are members of our local congregations 

that are interested in promoting summer camp to their 
fellow members. We can help you find all the information 
you need to inform, promote, and help families in your 
community be prepared for camp this summer. If you 
are interested in spreading the word about camp in your 
community, please contact our office at 217-529-3007 or 
camping@igrc.org. Change lives this summer with your 
excitement for camp!!

FINANCIAL PARTNER
In 2019, campers applied for and received scholarship 

assistance in the amount of $32,237. The average recipient 
received $149 toward their camp fee. We are always in 
need of additional contributions to ensure that funding 
is available for every camper with a need. You can help 
provide scholarship funding directly through the camping 
office or use the IGRC Advance Special program through 
your church; be sure to include the account number below. 
Change lives this summer through your gifts!

Summer Camp Scholarships #6910

PRAYER PARTNER
Each summer thousands of children, youth, and adults 

attend our programs which is an incredible opportunity to 
impact lives, but also a lot of work. Please consider lifting 
our campers, volunteers, staff, and sites in your prayers 
as we work together to provide meaningful, life-changing 
experiences. If you are interested in sending notes of 
encouragement to our staff, please contact our office 217-
529-3007 or camping@igrc.org for more information on how 
to do that. Change lives this summer through your prayers!

www.igrc.org/camping

Find us on Facebook @IGRCCamps 
Twitter @IGRC_Camping

IGRC Camping Guide
SUMMER 2 O 2 O

Early Bird Discount 
and Scholarships
EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT!
If you register and pay in full by April 15, 2020 
you may deduct $25 from the cost of your camp, if 
applicable. Online registration for this discount will 
end at 11:59 p.m. on April 15 and postmarks will be 
used to determine if the April 15 deadline was met 
for those registering and/or paying by mail. NOTE: 
Payment “in full” includes any contribution your 
church will make toward the cost of the camp.

SCHOLARSHIPS
We believe everyone that has a desire to attend 
camp should not have any barriers to making this 
a reality. This includes financial barriers. Each 
summer we partner with families and churches 
to ensure that no camper misses out on an 
opportunity to have a life changing experience 
at camp. Our scholarship fund is set up to assist 
families that need support to make camp a reality. 
The amount available is based on the need of each 
family, the amount available from their local church 
if applicable, and the amount of funds available 
in the scholarship account to be distributed. In 
2019, no one with a need was turned away and we 
are committed to working hard to continue this 
trend. Before a family applies, we encourage you 
to check with your local congregation to see what 
funds may be available. Many of our churches have 
money available to assist in covering a portion of 
the cost of camp. To apply for a scholarship and to 
learn more, check out www.igrc.org/registrationforms 
and click on “Camper Scholarship Application”.  
Complete this form prior to registering for camp 
and send it to IGRC Camping, PO Box 19207, 
Springfield, IL 62794-9207. Applicants will be 
informed of their application status and approved 
scholarship amount as soon as possible after the 
form is received. 
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Connecting Campers, Nature, and Christ

Global News

 
East Bay is located in Hudson, IL, on the shores of Lake Bloomington. 
Campers will experience the wonder of their Creator through Bible 
Explorations, worship, and intentional community. They will make 
lasting friendships as they encounter a variety of exciting activities 
throughout their time at camp including; swimming, boating, fish-
ing, hiking, various water toys, archery, crafts, hayrides, high energy 
singing, and campfires with s’mores. East Bay is accredited by the 
American Camp Association (ACA) which is obtained by meeting 
stringent national standards in all areas of their programs, facilities, 
and training. 

 
Little Grassy is located south of Carbondale, Il, on the edge of beauti-
ful Little Grassy Lake and Crab Orchard Wildlife Preserve.  This unique 
location creates an incredible place to connect with friends, God’s 
creation, and your faith.  Campers will grow their faith through Bible 
Exploration, worship, and intentional community.  They will create 
memories through various activities including: swimming, rock climb-
ing, hiking, canoeing, crafts, and of course, s’mores!  Little Grassy is ac-
credited by the American Camp Association (ACA) which is obtained 
by meeting stringent national standards in all areas of their programs, 
facilities, and training. 

Beulah
Beulah is located in southern Illinois outside Eldorado. This camp has 
over a century of history and a wonderful heritage of proclaiming the 
Gospel in southern Illinois. Recreation facilities are available on-site 
for soccer, softball, basketball, and volleyball.

Epworth
Fledgling, Generations, and Junior and Senior High Journey Camps 
are at Durley Camp and Retreat Center, a wooded site northeast of 
Greenville, IL.  Durley has modern, clean, climate-controlled, accessi-
ble accommodations, dining room, game room, tabernacle, lakefront 
for swimming, water toys, boating, basketball and volleyball courts, 
low ropes course, a zip line, climbing wall, 9-square, and more! 

Important Registration  
Information for 2O2O
HOW TO REGISTER:

• Register Online:  It’s quick and easy to 
register for camp by going to www.igrc.
org/camping and completing the online 
registration, open on January 8. 

• Download the Registration Form:  You 
may also download the registration form 
from www.igrc.org/camping, fill it out 
by hand, and send it completed to the 
camp office.

• Ask Us to Send the Registration Form to 
You: Call the camp office (217.529.3007), 
and we’ll email or mail the form to you.

• NOTE:  Those who are registering for 
family, adult/child camps must complete 
a separate registration form for each 
participant.

PAYMENTS AND DEPOSITS: 
• Deposit:  A minimum registration deposit 

of $50 per camp, per person, is required.  
Balance is due 3 weeks prior to the start 
of camp. NOTE: To receive the early bird 
fee – full payment and registration must be 
received by the early bird deadline, April 
15.

• Credit Card Payments:  Credit cards 
(Master Card and Visa) are accepted.  If 
you register online there is a place to 
include your credit card information.  
If you register through the mail, you 
must communicate the card information 
on the registration form.  Credit card 
payments are not accepted over the 
phone.  NOTE:  A 3% transaction fee is 
added to the amount charged.

• Payments by Check:  Please make your 
check payable to “IGRC” and mail it to:

IGRC Camping Office
PO Box 19207
Springfield, IL  62794-9207

Be sure to note the camper’s name 
and camp number on all checks. For 
proper credit, checks must be sent to the 
Springfield camping office. Please do not 
take payment to the campsite.

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND  
RECEIPT OF REGISTRATION 
CONFIRMATION:
If you have an email address, we ask that 
you provide it to us on the registration. By 
providing an email address, you will shortly 
receive a confirmation letter with the Health 
and Permission Form attached.  Other forms 
specific to a camp (e.g., a dean’s letter and/
or camp site information letter) may be 
downloaded from the www.igrc.org/camping 
website. If an email address is not provided, 
you will receive your confirmation letter 

and Health and Permission Form through 
the postal service approximately two weeks 
after processing. If you have any questions 
regarding the information received, or if it 
is in any way incorrect, please contact us 
immediately. We work very hard to make the 
check-in process go as smoothly as possible 
for all campers.

HEALTH/PERMISSION FORM:
The Health and Permission form must be 
completed in full and be presented at the 
camp upon checking in.  This health form 
will be included with a confirmation of the 
camp registration.  It is also available on 
the website under Downloadable Forms & 
Resources or by calling the camping office.  
Please do not mail the form to the camping 
office. It must be delivered directly to the 
camp on the day of arrival.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
Registration deadline is 3 weeks prior to the 
start of camp. Registrations received less than 
3 weeks before the start of camp must be 
approved by the camp office or camp dean.

CANCELLATION POLICY:
In all cases, an attempt will be made to 
reschedule a camper into another week of 
camp. The parent or guardian of the camper 
must submit a request for cancellation in 
writing to the Springfield Camping Office.  
Refunds for health reasons are available 
upon request.  Full refunds will not be made 
after the start of camp. If it is not possible 
to reschedule the camper, the cancellation 
refund policy is as follows:
45 days prior to camp �������� Full refund
31-44 days prior to camp �������Refund of 
80%
30 days prior to camp ������� No refund� 

Emergencies will be negotiated�

GRADES/CABIN MATE  
REQUESTS:
The grade listed in the brochure is the grade 
the camper will be entering in the fall of 2020. 
We will do our best to honor cabinmate 
requests provided the request is made by 
both campers. We also believe that there is 
great value in encouraging campers to make 
new friends. Please call or email if you have 
any questions.

CAMPER INSURANCE:
Insurance for registered campers is provided 
through the IGRC accidental insurance 
program. This is a supplemental policy.  The 
participant’s own health insurance is the 
primary coverage for the camper.

IGRC Camping Guide
SUMMER 2 O 2 O

Coming in 2020: Fuse Communities
For many years our annual youth retreats known as YAR and 

Now have been a mountaintop moment for students and leaders 
in our congregations. We have seen students choose to follow 
Jesus, recommit their lives or maybe just hear about God’s love 
for the first time. Through listening and discerning the future 
of IGRC Youth Ministries, it has become clear that it is time for 
something altogether different. 

Fuse communities will happen throughout the conference 
in 2020 as local and regional events that will provide various 
experiences in youth discipleship and leadership development. 
Check out the youth ministry website for dates and locations. 

www.igrc.org/fuse

Follow on Facebook: @igrcyouth

BY LINDA BLOOM

EVANSTON – Legislation setting special provisions 
for United Methodist churches deciding to leave the 
denomination took effect immediately at the end of the 
special General Conference last February, the church’s 
top court has ruled.
In making that determination, the United Methodist Judicial 
Council at least temporarily bypassed the assertion from 
a Commission on General Conference investigation that 
improper voting meant the vote to substitute parts of 
Petition 90066, the disaffiliation petition, was null and void.
The court decided to hold the request submitted by the 
Council of Bishops on the question of improper voting 
to its next session. In Decision 1386, the Judicial Council 
noted that “because of our inability to get the informa-
tion requested during oral argument” it would be best 
to re-schedule the case.
On a related matter, the Judicial Council issued no 
opinion on the “constitutionality, meaning, application or 
effect” of certain petitions of the Traditional Plan, also 
adopted in February.
“The votes of the council members were insufficient to 
declare unconstitutional any of the provisions before us,” 
the court said in Memorandum 1390. At least six of the 
nine members of Judicial Council must agree in a vote 
on constitutional issues.
“Our rulings on the constitutionality, meaning, application 
or effect of the various provisions will await the specific 
facts of applications of these provisions in cases to come 
before the council after January 1, 2020,” the court said, 
referring to the request from the Council of Bishops for 
clarity on five questions related to the Traditional Plan.
This decision and other rulings were released after the 
close of the court’s Oct. 29-Nov. 1 meeting, which included 
two Oct. 30 oral hearings. Warren Plowden, first lay alter-
nate, participated in the meeting because Judicial Council 
member Lidia Romao Gulele was unable to attend.
In Decision 1385, the Judicial Council found the pro-
posed effective date on the disaffiliation language had 
never been in question even after the original Petition 
90066 was amended by the minority report. “The body 
clearly understood that only those specific changes in 
the minority report were before it,” the decision said. 
“The prefatory language remained unchanged before the 
General Conference. The effective date of Para. 2553 is 
the close of the Special General Conference.”
In a related case on disaffiliation, the court deferred until 
its next meeting the deliberation of a ruling on a ques-
tion of law by New England Conference Bishop Sudar-
shana Devadhar regarding that conference’s disaffiliation 
policy and discernment process.
Related in another way to General Conference 2019 
were a number of October docket items on bishops’ 
decisions of law on various annual conference actions.
Among the rulings in those cases, the Judicial Council:
Affirmed, in Decision 1399, Mountain Sky Area Bishop 
Karen Oliveto’s ruling that parts of a conference resolu-
tion that refused to comply with the Traditional Plan or 
with church prohibitions on homosexuality were out of 
order.
Agreed with California-Pacific Conference Bishop Grant 
Hagiya, in Decision 1398, that a provision in a 2019 
conference resolution prohibiting funding related to 
complaints against clergy was not lawful “because it vio-

lates the principle of legality and the fair process rights of 
clergy persons.”
Affirmed, in Decision 1395 and Decision 1396, that 
rulings by Bishop J. Michael Lowry on Central Texas 
Conference resolutions on “what’s next” for the confer-
ence and transparency about the financial costs of clergy 
complaints were aspirational statements and did not 
violate church law.
Agreed with Bishop Michael McKee, in Decision 1392, 
that a North Texas Conference resolution highlighting 
the One Church Plan — which was rejected by General 
Conference 2019 — was aspirational.
Affirmed, in Decision 1389, a ruling by Bishop Mark J. 
Webb that the part of a resolution by the Upper New 
York Conference affirming LGBTQIA+ persons is in 
order, while a part calling the conference to stop spend-
ing money on clergy complaints violates the Book of 
Discipline and is null and void.
Judicial Council also upheld, in Decision 1391, the 
three-part ruling by Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling that 
the action of the clergy session of the 2019 Baltimore-
Washington Conference to approve ministerial candi-
dates as a group was handled properly.
Responding to a constitutionality question brought 
by the Western Pennsylvania Conference, the Judicial 
Council found several provisions under church law on an 
annual conference’s administrative matters to be “uncon-
stitutional, null and void.”
In Decision 1383, the top court found that provisions in 
the Book of Discipline “setting forth the administrative 
process” on involuntary leave of absence, involuntary 
retirement, administrative location and discontinuance 
from provisional membership violate the guarantees of 
“a fair and unbiased process” found in church law.
The full roster of Decisions 1380 to 1399 from the 
October meeting can be found on the Judicial Council 
website at: http://www.umc.org/decisions/search 
(Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist 
News and is based in New York.)

JUDICIAL COUNCIL RULES 
CHURCH EXIT PLAN 
ALREADY IN EFFECT

Photo by Mike DuBose, UM News
United Methodist Judicial Council member Warren Plowden 
(left) asks a question about the investigation of improper 
voting during the 2019 United Methodist General Conference. 
He was questioning Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, president of 
the denomination's Council of Bishops, and William Waddell, 
the council's legal advisor, during an oral hearing at the 
Judicial Council meeting in Evanston.

Women’s equality amendment 
ratified in revote

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNews) – After 
a revote, United Methodists around the globe have 
amended the denomination’s constitution to proclaim 
“men and women are of equal value in the eyes of God.”

The newly adopted measure also commits United 
Methodists to work toward ending discrimination 
against women and girls.

“While we still have much progress to make, this 
is an indication that we as a church do acknowledge 
and embrace women at every level of the church,” said 
Bishop Tracy Smith Malone, president of the United 
Methodist Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women. She also leads the East Ohio Conference.

The amendment now has received 92.2% of the 
annual conference votes submitted to the Council 
of Bishops, the council’s secretary Bishop Mande 
Muyombo announced Nov. 6. Muyombo leads 
conferences in the North Katanga area of Congo.

The revote took place after the Ask the UMC and 
UM News teams reported incorrect wording in what 
was initially sent to annual conference voters.

The amendment that went before annual 
conference voters in 2017-2018 inadvertently included 
a sentence from the original legislation that a 2016 
General Conference legislative committee had deleted.

Group of bishops urged 
deeper conversations 

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNews) – Eight 
United Methodist bishops are calling for a new form of 
unity amid differences over human sexuality that seem to 
be pushing The United Methodist Church toward a split.

Bishops Scott J. Jones, Eduard Khegay, Michael 
Lowry and Mark J. Webb, along with retired Bishops 
Lindsey Davis, Alfred W. Gwinn Jr., Robert E. Hayes Jr. 
and Young Jin Cho, signed a statement and offered it to 
the church calling for “deeper conversations regarding 
new expressions of Methodist witness.” They asked United 
Methodists who agree with the statement to sign it.

“It is time to be honest about our current 
reality,” reads the statement. “The events since the 
adjournment of the Special Session of General 
Conference illustrate how deep our division is. 
Sadly, even greater discord, chaos and fighting loom 
on the horizon at the 2020 General Conference in 
Minneapolis.”

Legislation passed by the 2019 General 
Conference maintains the church stance, which 
dates to 1972, that the practice of homosexuality 
is “incompatible with Christian teaching.” That 
legislation, known as the Traditional Plan, 
strengthened church bans against ordination of "self-
avowed practicing" gay clergy and same-sex unions.

 The new legislation goes into effect Jan. 1 in the 
U.S. and a year after the 2020 General Conference in 
church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines.

“We need to get out of this win/lose dynamic 
and get to a point where we look at a new form or 
organization that has multiple branches or streams,” 
said Lowry, who leads the Central Texas Conference. 
“There are differences among the eight of us who 
signed so I am not speaking for them. I hope for a new 
form of unity.”

Signers of the “Deeper Conversations UMC” 
said the recent call and commitment by some for a 
moratorium on all complaints related to LGBTQ clergy 
and clergy performing same-gender weddings without 
a call on actions that violate the denomination’s Book 
of Discipline is a sign of brokenness.

Conversations by various groups such as 
UMCNext, the Wesleyan Covenant Association, UM-
Forward and others were offered up as good work that 
could bring about new forms of ministry.

“It is time to bless, support and free one another 
to be the church we feel God calls us to be,” reads the 
statement.

To read the complete statement and to sign it, 
visit: https://deeperconversationsumc.org/  
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WCA looks toward new, traditionalist church
BY SAM HODGES

TULSA, Okla. (UMNews)  – Wesleyan Covenant 
Association leaders say a breakup of The United 
Methodist Church is necessary and inevitable, and 
they want to be ready.
“We are preparing for the launch of a new Method-
ist church in the aftermath of General Conference 
2020. We see the Wesleyan Covenant Association 
as a bridge to this new church,” said the Rev. Keith 
Boyette, WCA president.
Boyette was among those speaking at the WCA’s 
fourth Global Gathering, held Nov. 9 under the title 
“Transformed.”

The event drew about 1,000 people to Tulsa’s Asbury 
United Methodist Church, with another 2,000 watch-
ing via simulcast at 86 locations around the U.S. and 
in other countries. 
Looking toward the future, the WCA released the 
draft of a Book of Doctrines and Discipline that could 
be used by a new, traditionalist denomination. The 
global legislative assembly approved “receiving and 
commending” the document, but Boyette stressed it’s 
a work in progress and invited WCA members and 
others to offer comments as revision continues.
WCA leaders also announced that the legislative 
assembly approved the formation of six ministry task 
forces to help flesh out priorities of a new church. 
Boyette, in his address, predicted such a denomina-
tion would have term-limited bishops, lower appor-
tionments for local churches and a smaller general 
church.
“We envision a leaner, more nimble church which is 
not top heavy with an institutional bureaucracy that 

constrains rather than liberates us to share the good 
news,” he said to applause.
Among those who traveled long distances to hear 
such a message and make connections was Chris 
Cutler, a layman from Imlay City United Methodist 
Church in Michigan.
“We’ve already expressed to our conference that we 
would like to exit,” Cutler said.
The WCA formed in 2016 and has become a leading 
member — with Good News, the Institute of Reli-
gion and Democracy and the Confessing Movement 
— of the Renewal and Reform Coalition. That unof-
ficial advocacy coalition favors an evangelical focus 
for The United Methodist Church, and a definition of 
marriage as between a man and a woman.
The coalition supported the Traditional Plan that 
passed 438 to 384 at the rancorous 2019 General 
Conference in St. Louis. The plan strengthened church 
restrictions against ordination of gay clergy and same-
sex unions.
Though on the winning side, WCA leaders describe 
the denomination’s conflict as longstanding, harmful 
and irreconcilable. 
“The WCA believes The United Methodist Church 
will come apart, either by an agreed plan of separa-
tion, enacted by the 2020 General Conference, or 
through local churches deciding to exit the denomi-
nation due to the never-ending cycle of conflict, inac-
tion and dysfunction,” Boyette said.
Evidence of the divide could be seen elsewhere in 
Tulsa. As the WCA met, about 200 others gathered 
at Boston Avenue United Methodist for a prayer 
vigil and worship service supporting full inclusion of 
LGBTQ persons in The United Methodist Church.
It was a response to the WCA meeting, not a protest, 
said the Rev. David Wiggs, Boston Avenue United 
Methodist’s pastor.
“We began to talk about how we might have a differ-
ent voice of Methodism represented here in Tulsa. It 
grew from there,” Wiggs said.
The WCA event included a Nov. 8 session where its 
226-member global legislative assembly endorsed the 
New Denominations of United Methodism Plan, bet-
ter known as the Indianapolis Plan. That plan would 
divide The United Methodist Church into two or 
more denominations.
It’s among various options that will be considered 
at the 2020 General Conference, and behind-the-
scenes conversations about the denomination’s future 
continue.
Boyette helped negotiate the Indianapolis Plan, and 
the WCA’s governing council had already endorsed it. 
The legislative assembly added its backing by a margin 
of more than 90%.

The Rev. Paul Lawler, pastor of Christ (United Meth-
odist) Church in Birmingham, Alabama, noted that 
traditionalists, centrists and progressives helped draft 
the proposal.
“It is, by and large, a fair and just plan that would end 
a long and acrimonious dispute that has undermined 
the health and vitality of The United Methodist 
Church,” Lawler told the global gathering.
But the WCA released a statement promising that — 
in the absence of what it considers a fair separation 
plan — it would work at the 2020 General Confer-
ence for full implementation of the Traditional Plan 
to protect traditionalist churches remaining in the 
denomination.
Boyette and other leaders also noted in Tulsa that the 
Association of Korean United Methodist Churches — 
representing some of the Korean American congre-
gations in the denomination — has voted to align 
with the WCA. Boyette said that included working 
toward the creation of a new traditionalist church.
Bishop Pedro Torio of the Baguio Area in the Philip-
pines gave a homily at the global gathering. He joined 
the Rev. Tom Harrison, pastor of Asbury United 
Methodist, in presiding at communion.
Other speakers included the Rev. William Abraham, 
of Perkins School of Theology; the Rev. Nako Kellum, 
of Tarpon (United) Methodist Church in Tarpon 
Springs, Florida; the Rev. Bob Kaylor, of Tri-Lakes 
United Methodist Church in Monument, Colorado; 
and the Rev. Kenneth Levingston, of Jones Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Houston. 
Cara Nicklas, an Edmund, Okla., lawyer who serves 
on the WCA council, also addressed the crowd. She 
cautioned that a new denomination would not be 
able to blame centrists and progressives if it falters in 
independence.
“It will all be on us, and we’ve got to up our game,” 
she said.
That the fallout from the 2019 General Conference 
has hit a lot of churches hard, including his own, came 
through in the Rev. Shane Bishop’s remarks. 
“Unless we have an incredible last quarter, we will 
fail to grow for the first time in 23 years,” Bishop 
said of Christ (United Methodist) Church in Fairview 
Heights, Illinois. “This has been a really discouraging 
time.”
Bishop got a laugh when he said he tries to confine 
his whining to 20 minutes every Tuesday. But he was 
blunt about the need to stay focused on sharing the 
gospel.
“The good news of Jesus Christ hasn’t gotten worse 
just because our denomination is blowing to crap.”
(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist 
News.)

Photo by Sam Hodges, UM News 
The Wesleyan Covenant Association held its fourth Global Gathering on 
Nov. 9 at Asbury United Methodist Church in Tulsa, Okla. Leaders described 
a breakup of The United Methodist Church as inevitable and planned for the 
creation of a traditionalist Methodist denomination..

Bishop Beard issues pastoral letter on 
moratoriums, Western Jurisdiction safe havens

Members and friends of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference (IGRC):

I greet you in the wonderful name of Jesus Christ. 
He is still, "the light that shines in the darkness." I am 
confident that there is no darkness that can dim or defeat 
the light of Jesus Christ.

As we enter into the Advent season, a season of light, 
I remind us as brothers and sisters, that each one of us 
is encouraged to "let your light shine"! The purpose of 
allowing our lights to shine is so that others, especially 
those dwelling in darkness, will see the light of Christ and 
have hope.

At the Council of Bishop's (COB) meeting held in 
North Carolina at the United Methodist Conference and 
Retreat Center at Lake Junaluska, the COB received a 
request from a group called, "Mainstream." The letter from 
Mainstream contained a request asking the COB to "call 
for a moratorium on all complaints, charges, and trials 
until the 2020 General Conference."

In addition to this request, the COB received a 
statement from the Western Jurisdiction announcing their 
intention to set aside complaints against clergy accused 
of being gay or performing LGBTQ+ weddings, and they 
urge others to join them in setting aside complaints.

The COB discussed both of these items and while the 
COB did not endorse or approve any action regarding 

either request, bishops were reminded that we are called 
to live and model the three general rules (as modified and 
articulated by the late Bishop Reuben Job); "Do no harm, 
Do good, and Stay in love with God."

As your resident Bishop I intend to lead us in the 
spirit and direction of those general rules. It is my desire 
to avoid engaging in trials of any kind. My position is 
always to seek a "just resolution" for all involved in issues 
of conflict or disruption. I do not want to engage in trials 
of any kind as they often serve as a negative witness for 
Christians and are excessive in the cost, both spiritually 
and financially.

I want to remind us all that bishops do not determine 
if there will be trials. Trials are based on the reporting 
work and recommendation of the Committee on 
Investigation. Allegations and charges come from clergy 
and laity and not from bishops.

Clergy and laity that believe a breach has occurred 
that violates our Book of Discipline are free to submit a 
signed statement of complaint, noting the type and citing 
the paragraph of The Book of Discipline that they believe 
has been violated. Bishops are given the responsibility 
of receiving and investigating these potential chargeable 
offenses. While I do not initiate complaints or charges, 
I am bound by The Book of Discipline to respond to all 
potential allegations that are submitted in writing. I will, 

while setting as my first priority, the 
seeking of a "just resolution", respond 
to any signed allegations that come 
across my desk.

I am encouraged by the 
commitment of the clergy and the 
laity of the IGRC to Christ and to 
one another. I am thankful for an 
Annual Conference that advocates for peace and justice 
for all. I encourage us to lead courageously and to trust 
the legislative process while seeking change within our 
beloved denomination.

In this season of challenge and uncertainty regarding 
the future of The United Methodist Church I encourage 
each of us to be patient and loving with one another as we 
do our best to allow Jesus Christ to shine in and through us.

I believe God is reshaping and remaking The United 
Methodist Church. Let us do our part by continuing to 
pray, remaining open to the fact that we may not have 
all of the answers yet, and listening to the Holy Spirit for 
guidance and further direction.

Remember, in all ways and in everything, to lift up 
Jesus and to allow the light of his love to shine on all.

God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

BY PAUL BLACK

WHEELING  – Delegates and alternates to the 2020 
North Central Jurisdictional Conference passed a resolution 
calling for a moratorium on "complaints, charges and trials 
charges and trials related to officiating same gendered wed-
dings and LGBTQIA+ identity and credentialing" during a 
meeting at First Korean UMC in Wheeling Nov.8-9.
The resolution passed with 80 percent support of the 140 
that voted on the resolution as the last order of business 
on Saturday. The resolution came from consensus among 21 
small groups that grappled with various issues in meetings 
Friday and Saturday. The consensus formed the initial resolu-
tion which was perfected on Saturday.
An amendment that was offered by West Ohio Conference 
lay delegate George Howard, which would have added a 
call to clergy to follow a moratorium on acts of disobedi-
ence related to performing same-sex marriages until the 
conclusion of General Conference 2020, was not accepted. 
In final balloting, 18 percent voted against the resolution as 
perfected and 2 percent abstained.
Nearly 170 gathered on Friday but due to other commit-
ments were not present on the final day of the meeting.
Eight of 10 elected General Conference delegates from the 
IGRC were in attendance and seven of 16 elected Juris-
dictional delegates participated in the meeting. In all, 176 

delegates – half laity and half clergy – comprise the voting 
delegates for the North Central Jurisdiction.
The full statement is as follows:
Gathering on Nov. 8 and 9, 2019, in a crucial moment in the 
life of The United Methodist Church, we, 140 members pres-
ent and voting from the North Central Jurisdiction’s Annual 
Conference delegations and the North Central Jurisdiction’s 
Mission Council, through honest, prayerful dialogue, dis-
cerned the following:
• We as NCJ delegations acknowledge and apologize for 

the harm that is being done and the escalation of po-
tential harm that will begin January 1, 2020. We repent 
of the ways we have abused our privilege and the ways 
that it has harmed the marginalized.

• We witness the Holy Spirit moving in our midst. We 
witness God’s seeking, saving, healing and liberating 
grace at work in our communities. We renew our 
commitment to follow the Spirit’s leading and joining in 
God’s gracious work.

• We believe that God is not finished with the people 
called United Methodist. We renew our commitment to 
lead our conferences, congregations and ministry set-
tings in “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world” in just, compassionate, creative, 
equitable and innovative ways.

• We call NCJ laity, clergy, Annual Conferences and 
bishops to covenant to a moratorium on complaints, 
charges and trials related to officiating same gendered 
weddings and LGBTQIA+ identity and credentialing.

• We call laity, clergy, Annual Conferences, Boards of 
Ordained Ministry and bishops to covenant for greater 
freedom and diversity for ministry with LGBTQIA+ 
pwople.

• We will hold accountable and support laity, clergy, An-
nual Conferences and bishops in these commitments 
and calls.

• When we gather for the 2020 NCJ Conference, we 
desire to elect bishops who will join us in these com-
mitments and calls.

ADOPTED November 9, 2019
80% support, 18% does not support, 2% abstain
“As the chair of the Mission Council, I had some concrete 
hopes for the gathering,” said NCJ Mission Council Chair 
Ryan M. Russell. “As the body worked together, the spirit of 
openness and respect was present even with some disagree-
ment. I am heartened that we as the United Methodist in 
the NCJ were able to come to a common place with the 
document adopted by this gathering.”

NCJ delegates approve resolution seeking moratorium on 
trials, apologize for harm done to LGBTQIA+ individuals

Western Jurisdiction pledges safe harbor for LGBTQ clergy
BY HEATHER HAHN

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNews) – The Western Jurisdiction’s five active 
bishops promised to provide “a safe harbor” for LGBTQ clergy, despite new church 
restrictions set to take effect Jan. 1.

“We intend to provide safe harbor for clergy under our care who may be at risk under 
the new provisions, prohibitions and punishments,” the bishops jointly announced at the 
conclusion of the Council of Bishops meeting Nov. 6.

The bishops also invited their episcopal colleagues and other United Methodists to 
add their names to the declaration. They also released a video to support it.

The Western Jurisdiction, which encompasses seven conferences in the westernmost 
United States, has long stood in opposition to denominational restrictions related to 
LGBTQ individuals.

However, bishops said they see a pressing need to speak up now.

“We make this statement out of a position of conscience with the clear affirmation 
that we don’t think the church has the authority or the power to limit the way God works 
in people’s lives,” said Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky. She leads the Alaska, Oregon-Idaho 
and Pacific Northwest conferences.

“The church’s job is to recognize how God works in people’s lives, and we’re bearing 
testimony to the fact that in the world that we minister in we have come to be siblings in 
a deep and genuine way with LGBTQ people who minister with us. We know the fruits of 
the Spirit in their lives.”

Bishop Karen Oliveto, the denomination’s first openly gay bishop, is among those 
who joined in the declaration. The jurisdiction elected her in 2016, and she leads the 
Mountain Sky Conference, which covers Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana and one 
church in Idaho.

“We are looking to see who possesses the gifts and graces for ministry,” Oliveto said. 
“What we are saying is sexual orientation alone is not a bar to serving God.”

Nor should it be a bar to marriage, Stanovsky added. “When two adults find life-
giving love together, for the church to withhold blessing from that is a sorry state.”

The bishops released their statement ahead of the Western Jurisdiction’s Fresh United 
Methodism Summit on Nov. 14-16.

“This really is a part of what the summit is all about: To declare where we are and get 
consensus around that through the jurisdiction,” Bishop Grant Hagiya said. He leads the 
California-Pacific Conference that includes southern California, Hawaii and the Pacific 
islands of Guam and Saipan.

Both the bishops’ pledge and the summit respond to the Traditional Plan, which the 
special General Conference adopted by a vote of 438 to 384 in February.

The legislation maintains the church stance, which dates to 1972, that the practice 

of homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teaching.” It also retains bans on 
officiating at same-sex weddings and being “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy — both 
chargeable offenses under church law since 2004.

The new legislation aims to tighten enforcement and includes:
• A more specific definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual,” to say that 

it includes people “living in a same-sex marriage, domestic partnership or civil 
union or is a person who publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.”

• A ban on bishops consecrating gay bishops elected by a jurisdictional or central 
conference.

• Prohibitions on the recommendation or approval of clergy candidates who do 
not meet clergy qualifications, including those related to homosexuality.

• A requirement that bishops rule any unqualified candidate out of order even if 
approved by the clergy session.

SAFE HARBOR CONTINUED ON  PAGE 13 SAFE HARBOR CONTINUED ON  PAGE 14
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CONFERENCE VICTIM OF ‘SPOOFING’ SCAM
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – A $98,500 invoice owed to a Bloom-
ington construction company was used to scam the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference out of funds in late September, 
conference officials disclosed Oct. 29.
A payment via wire transfer was executed as payment on 
the invoice where the money was fraudulently diverted to 
an unidentified third-party. Reports of the incident were 
filed with Springfield police, the FBI Internet Crime Com-
plaint Center and with Church Mutual, the conference’s 
insurance carrier.
Church Mutual provides cyber fraud coverage through 
Beazley Breach Services, an industry leader in privacy and 
security coverage. The cyber fraud coverage is part of the 
conference’s multi-peril liability policy with Church Mutual. 
The maximum deductible which the conference will assume 
is $5,000.
Bloomington-based Catalyst Construction has been build-
ing cabins at East Bay Camp and had sent an invoice for 
$98,500 to the conference in early September.
On Sept. 11, an email was sent, purportedly from Catalyst, 
requesting that payment be made via wire transfer, which 
included documentation of the billing. Further correspon-
dence directed that the payment be made to a Bank of 
America account in Jacksonville, Fla. The company contacted 
the conference Oct. 18 when no payment had been re-
ceived, alerting the conference to the scam.
The incident is what is known as “spoofing,” where a victim 
is targeted, a fake email domain is spoofed and no verifica-
tion outside the email is made with the company.
Church Mutual will be doing a forensic investigation on both 
the conference and Catalyst’s IT systems since the proper 
documentation held between the two parties was used to 
commit the fraud.
“We don’t do wire transfers very often,” said IGRC Director 
of Administrative Services Mike Potts. “We have received 
monies from the sale of conference camp sites and we have 
sent international monies to Liberia. But in both cases, we 
have initiated the wire transfers. This is the first case where a 
purported vendor has asked us to remit payment.”
Conference officials will also be revising payment policies 
and procedures to prevent such activity from occurring in 
the future. Additionally, the Conference Council on Finance 
and Administration will be providing information on internal 
controls that each church should incorporate to prevent 
cyber fraud.

The 2019 Association for Financial Professionals (AFP) 
Payments Fraud and Control Survey Report stated that 
payment fraud schemes appear to be the “new normal” 
for organizations, as a record-setting 82 percent of financial 
professionals said they experienced attempted and/or actual 
payment fraud in the last year.
The FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center reports that 
this very common scheme resulted in 20,373 complaints 
last year, with adjusted losses of over $1.2 billion across the 
United States.
On Friday, UM News reported that a Texas man faces 
charges stemming from an email scam that targeted The 
United Methodist Church’s finance agency, among other 
organizations.
Reuben Alvarez Sr. was indicted on money laundering 
charges that stem from a scam that targeted The United 
Methodist Church’s finance agency, among others.
Investigators accuse him of using email scams from March 

2018 to August 2019 to steal more 
than $100,000 from three companies 
as well as the denomination. The targets 
were located in multiple states.
The General Council on Finance and Ad-
ministration’s total loss from fraudulent 
action was $49,560, said Sharon Dean, 
the agency’s spokeswoman. The agency’s 
insurance, she said, reimbursed the full 
amount, minus a $500 deductible.
Dean added that the agency is taking steps to guard against 
fraud in the future.
“GCFA is constantly working on ways to improve our secu-
rity systems.” Dean said.
The agency is responsible for administering millions of dol-
lars that fund United Methodist ministries around the globe. 
The current general church budget for 2017-2020 is $604 
million.

Conference News

BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – A Texas man faces charges 
stemming from an email scam that targeted The United 
Methodist Church’s finance agency, among other 
organizations.

The TV station KBMT 12News reported that a 
Jefferson County, Texas, grand jury indicted Reuben 
Alvarez Sr., 63, of Beaumont, earlier in October on 
money laundering charges.

Investigators accuse him of using email scams from 
March 2018 to August 2019 to steal more than $100,000 
from three companies as well as the denomination. The 
targets were located in multiple states.

The General Council on Finance and 
Administration’s total loss from fraudulent action was 
$49,560, said Sharon Dean, the agency’s spokeswoman. 
The agency’s insurance, she said, reimbursed the full 
amount, minus a $500 deductible.

Dean added that the agency is taking steps to 
guard against fraud in the future.

“GCFA is constantly working on ways to improve 
our security systems.” Dean said.

The agency is responsible for administering 
millions of dollars that fund United Methodist 
ministries around the globe. The current general 
church budget for 2017-2020 is $604 million.

Jefferson County investigators allege Alvarez 
scammed businesses using what is known as a 
“business email compromise” or “BEC” scheme.

In such scams, the FBI says, a bad actor 
compromises email to impersonate an employee or 
trusted vendor and request fraudulent payments or 
obtain data that can be used for financial fraud. The 
FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center reports that this 
very common scheme resulted in 20,373 complaints 
last year, with adjusted losses of over $1.2 billion across 
the United States.

Investigators say Alvarez’s targets also included 
Hylant Inc., an insurance brokerage; Robert Trent Jones 
Golf Trail and Ameritas insurance company, according 
to a probable cause affidavit from the Jefferson County 
Sheriff ’s Office. UM News received a copy of the affidavit 
from the Jefferson County district attorney’s office.

The affidavit said Alvarez is suspected of 
scamming the General Council on Finance and 
Administration for $29,580 in March and $39,375 in 
April — nearly $70,000.

Dean disputes that total, saying that it is different 
from the claim the agency filed with its insurance 
company.

“What we do know is what was obtained through 
the fraudulent action and what was reimbursed,” she said.

She said the agency has worked closely with law 
enforcement both in Nashville, Tennessee, where it is based, 
and in Jefferson County, which is on Texas’ Gulf coast.

To improve security, she said, the agency required 
all financial services department staff to take three 
web-based courses on the types of schemes, such as 
ransomware and phishing, perpetrators commonly use 
to fraudulently obtain funds.

The General Council on Finance and 
Administration and other United Methodist agencies 
also have added an automatic notification to all 
messages that originate outside their offices that remind 
recipients that the email did not originate from the 
internal email server and could be suspect.

Alvarez was arrested on Oct. 10 and remains in the 
Jefferson County Correction Center on a $30,000 bond.

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News Service.)

National News

division’s courageous 
fight during the Battle 
of the Bulge, when the 
division stubbornly held 
the northern shoulder of 
the bulge despite repeated 
attacks from German 
armored units.

All through Andy’s 
fight across Europe there 
was one constant in his 
life, a treasured photo 
he carried of Josephine 
Hillman, a young 
woman he had met only twice while on pass in Pennsylvania 
before shipping out. They had struck up a lively correspondence 
while Andy was in Europe and she attended nursing school in 
Chicago. One letter included Jo’s photo.

“I kept this picture all that time,” he said. “I used every 
method I could to keep it close to me wherever I was. I had 
pulled out the lining of a carbine cartridge case that I carried on 
my web belt; sometimes I had it in there. Sometimes I had it in 
my boot. Sometimes I had it my helmet liner.”

After the war, when Andy arrived in Chicago while en route 
to Fort Sheridan to be discharged, Jo was waiting for him at one 
of Chicago’s elevated train stations. “I couldn’t believe it,” he said. 
“She was the most beautiful woman I’d ever seen. I knew that my 
thoughts about her all those 28 months was not unwarranted.”

Andy lost the love of his life in 1996 after 47 years of 
marriage, but the photo he carried throughout the war is never 
far from his sight.

(Mark DePue is the director of oral history at the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum. You can hear Andy Anderson’s 
entire story, as well as hundreds of other veterans, at www.
oralhistory.illinois.gov)
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As a teenager, he was working at a Kroger’s grocery 
store, felt troubled inside but he didn’t know why, and 
started praying.
“I said ‘Lord, whatever you want from me, I’ll do. I 
want to be your servant,’” he said. “My heart felt like 
it was on fire for a couple seconds. That’s when I 
decided on the ministry. I’m glad it worked out. I have 
never regretted it. God has blessed me all the way 
through it.”
United Methodist churches in Walnut Hill, Christo-
pher, Shawneetown, East Alton, Harrisburg, Carmi, 
Mt. Carmel and Shipman were home, as were other 
locations.
“We moved around quite a bit,” he said.
“I loved it. I love people, and working with people, 
listening to them,” he said.
His wife of 61 years, Janet, aka Jan, suffered from 
Alzheimer’s Disease and died in 2017.
“I miss her like crazy,” he said. “I never loved anyone 
but her. She was a sweetheart.”
They met in fifth grade, and officially started dating in 
high school. They married when he was 19, and she 
was 18.
“I had to get permission because I wasn’t 21 or older. 
My mother had to sign for me,” he said.
They raised two sons, David and Mark, and a daugh-
ter, Melissa. David and Mark are both pastors — a 
Lutheran congregation in Lafayette, Ind., and a Meth-
odist church in Virden, respectively. Mark’s children 
are Jacob and Bethany. Melissa is married to Gary 
Peel and they have two boys, Zachary and Nathan, 
and live in O’Fallon, where she is a fifth-grade teacher.

“I’m proud of all my grandchildren,” Dennis Doane 
said.
In fact, he named characters after them in The Blurred 
Hand.
In November 2018, he moved to O’Fallon to be 
closer to his daughter and her family.
Retirement was mandatory at age 70, so Doane said 
“I had no choice” but to retire. And his wife’s health 
meant he had to become a devoted caretaker.
“I had to take care of my wife. That was important. She 
was a big part of my ministry. She played piano and 
sang,” he said.
The western genre appealed to him when he started 
writing, and his wife was supportive.
“It was a lifelong dream. She encouraged me to do it,” 
he said.
After writing his book, Doane had to find a publisher.
“It’s different than it used to be — unless you are 
someone well known,” he said. “I would like to get to 
the point where they would pay me instead (of) hav-
ing to pay to publish.”
He has another completed book, In Pursuit of a 
Dream, that could be published.
Previously, his only writing experience was the ser-
mons he delivered every Sunday.
“I enjoyed writing them,” he said.
The Blurred Hand is available online at the Apple 
iBooks store, Amazon, and Barnes and Noble.
(Reprinted with permission from the July 23 O’Fallon 
Progress edition of the Belleville News-Democrat, www.
bnd.com)
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Local Church News (continued)

• A requirement of greater involvement of anyone filing a complaint 
against clergy in that complaint’s resolution.

• The requirement that bishops only dismiss a complaint against clergy 
if it has “no basis in law or fact” and that they share those reasons with 
the complainant. 

• A minimum penalty for clergy found guilty of performing a same-sex 
wedding — one year’s suspension without pay for the first offense and 
loss of credentials for the second. This is the only mandatory penalty 
under church law.

The new legislation goes into effect Jan. 1 in the U.S. and a year after 
the 2020 General Conference in church regions in Africa, Europe and the 
Philippines.

In their statement, the bishops said they would approach the church’s 
processes differently.

“We do not intend to withhold or challenge ordination based solely on a 
person’s gender identity or sexual orientation,” the declaration said. “We are 
unwilling to punish clergy who celebrate the marriage of two adults of any 
gender or sexual orientation seeking the blessing of God and the church for 
their covenanted life together.”

At the same time, the bishops also pledged to “uphold the requirement that 
LGBTQ+ clergy, with all clergy, ‘maintain the highest standards of holy living’ 
in their personal and professional relationships.”

Bishops play a key role in handling complaints against clergy in their 
conferences.

Hagiya said he and his Western Jurisdiction colleagues have discussed how 
they will respond to LGBTQ-related complaints.

“We will have individual responses that differ from each other,” Hagiya 
said. “But I think the general thing is: Let us take it to a relational basis. Can we 
go to the complainant to talk to them personally about the dynamics of why 
they are doing this and our response?”

Hagiya added that the bishops hope to make all feel welcomed, including 
those who identify as traditionalists and disagree with the bishops’ biblical 
interpretation.

Bishops Robert T. Hoshibata of the Desert-Southwest Conference and 
Minerva Carcaño of the California-Nevada Conference were unable to attend 
the gathering where their colleagues introduced their declaration.

Carcaño later told UM News that as a bishop, she needed to take another 
step in her conference’s long commitment to inclusion because so many are 

concerned about the Traditional Plan’s implementation.
The Rev. Austin Adkinson, convener of the United Methodist Queer 

Clergy Caucus and elder in the Pacific Northwest Conference, is among those 
who are worried. He called the bishops’ statement heartening.

“Queer clergy and our congregations are on pins and needles as we await 
the Jan. 1 implementation of the punitive and discriminatory acts of General 
Conference,” he said.

He thanked the Western Jurisdiction bishops and urged them and other 
bishops who sign on to be clear about how they plan “to protect LGBTQIA+ 
clergy in their conferences and beyond.”

Bottom line: The bishops say they have every desire to remain part of The 
United Methodist Church.

“None of us is tempted to say we’re out of here,” Stanovsky said. “We are in 
the fiber of our being United Methodist — every one of us. … We believe that 
this is an absolutely faithful way to be United Methodist in this extraordinary 
moment.”

Oliveto said her wish is that the declaration provides hope.
“I hope that by what we’re doing young people will be able to say there’s 

hope, and there’s still a place for me not only in this church but in the body of 
Christ.”

(Hahn is a writer for United Methodist News.)

Photo by Sam Hodges, UM News
United Methodist Bishop Grant J. Hagiya (right) answers questions during a press 
conference in Lake Junaluska, N.C., after the announcement that the five active 
bishops from the denomination’s Western Jurisdiction have promised to “protect 
the full participation” of LGBTQ individuals in the life of the church. He is joined by 
Bishops Karen P. Oliveto (left) and Elaine J. W. Stanovsky. 
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Reuben Alvarez Sr. was indicted on 
money laundering charges that stem 
from a scam that targeted The United 
Methodist Church’s finance agency, 
among others. 

Photo courtesy of the Jefferson 
County Sheriff's Office.

Email Spoofing Malware Phishing
Victim Targeted An employee of an organization 

receives an email, which appears to 
come from the company, asking that 
money be wired to a different bank, 
sometimes outside the US. It may also 
include a request to keep it a secret.

An employee receives an email from a 
vendor with a link to another website. 
The employee clicks the link which 
opens a blank web page.

A stranger posing as an authorita-
tive figure uses a company’s web-
site to contact its employees. Then 
the stranger sends an email linking 
to a fake home page posing as the 
company’s webpage.

What Happens? The email domain is spoofed. 
The employee doesn’t notice that 
the email domain was “wibgetcom-
pany.com” instead of the legitimate 
“widgetcompany. com” The criminals 
were using a fake email domain.

Malware is installed. The next day, 
the employee is unable to log in to the 
company’s computer system. The em-
ployee receives a call from a criminal 
posing as technical support who asks 
that a co-worker log in to the same 
computer. Criminals now have two sets 
of valid security credentials to authorize 
transactions.

Information is taken. By logging in 
to a faked page, employees provide 
confidential information, such as 
passwords, that gives criminals 
access to email accounts. Criminals 
also obtain security credentials for 
initiating payment instructions.

Where does the 
breakdown occur?

No verification.  
The employee fails to contact a 
manager or call the CEO to verify 
the payment instructions. Instead, 
the employee follows the established 
process for authorizing the wire and 
the money is sent.

No verification. The employee fails to 
notify the company’s Information Tech-
nology department about the incident, 
and does not use a known telephone 
number to call its bank to notify them of 
a breach which would flag the account 
against “authorized” transactions.

Monitoring behavior. Using the 
stolen credentials, criminals monitor 
behavior to better impersonate the 
victim, use email access to learn 
how the company handles legitimate 
transactions and identify opportuni-
ties for stealing money.

Money Stolen A week later, the CFO calls the em-
ployee and asks about the wire. They 
investigate and learn that the new 
bank account is controlled by crimi-
nals and is likely a closed account 
with no money to recoup. The money 
is lost and the company is liable.

Criminals use credentials to authorize 
payments to a bank account they con-
trol. The account is closed, the money 
is lost and the company is liable.

Using the legitimate email creden-
tials, criminals authorize fraudulent 
transactions. The money is lost, 
the company is liable and criminals 
continue to have access to company 
information and systems until the 
theft is discovered.

Source: J.P. Morgan Chase

Indictment in scam that snagged GCFA
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   Conference News

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc 
to access the online catalog.

Questions, comments? 
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org 

or 217-529-2744.

#101104    Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent  
 Experience (4 or 5 sessions)
#103035    Christmas Carol Bible Study (4 sessions)
#103141    Christmas Gifts That Won't Break  
 (5 sessions)
#106083    Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes  
 of Joseph (4 sessions)
#106066    Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam  
 (5 sessions)
#107082    Gospel of It's a Wonderful Life Bible Study  
 (4 sessions)
#107107    Gift of the Nutcracker (4 sessions)
#108069    Home for Christmas: Tales of Hope  
 and Second Chances (4 sessions)
#110020    Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem 
 (5 sessions)
#112125    Light of the World: A Beginner's Guide  
 to Advent (4 sessions)
#114046    Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back  
 to Bethlehem (5 sessions)
#118069    Redemption of Scrooge (4 sessions)
#119133    Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope  
 at Christmas (5 sessions)
#121025    Under Wraps: The Gift We Never Expected  
 (4 or 5 sessions)
#123114    Who Needs Christmas (4 sessions)
#123095    Wonder of Christmas: Once You Believe,  
 Anything Is Possible (4 sessions)

Book study for adults:
#817092    Taste & See: Experiencing  
 the Stories of Advent  
 and  Christmas (up to  
 94 copies available)

Advent studies available to borrow from the UMRC!
(selected titles)
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

DVD studies for adults:

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER

BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – 
Bishop Frank J. Beard 
announced Nov. 15 that 
the Rev. Bradley Watkins 
II has been appointed 
Sangamon River District 
superintendent effective  
Jan. 1, 2020.
Watkins succeeds the 
Rev. Sylvester Weatherall 
who begins his ministry 
as lead pastor of Normal Calvary UMC 
after 7 ½ years as superintendent.
Watkins is currently pastor of Willow 
Hill UMC in East Peoria in the 
Illinois River District. In making the 
announcement, Beard said Watkins will 
continue as pastor at Willow Hill until 
June 30, 2020, assuming dual roles as 
conference superintendent and pastor.
“Bradley Watkins is a son of the 
Conference and comes to the office of 
District Superintendent with a wealth 
of experiences across the Conference 
and the denomination,” Beard said. “He 
is one of the most highly respected 
pastors in the Annual Conference. 
He is just the right person to provide 

leadership in this 
difficult season in the 
church.”
Beard noted that 
Watkins has been “an 
effective bridge builder 
everywhere he has 
served.” “I am confident 
in his leadership skills 
and ability and have 
experienced him as a 
godly man and servant 

of Christ and the church.”
A native of Peoria, Watkins is the son 
of retired pastor, the Rev. Bradley F. 
Watkins, who served as Champaign 
(and later Iroquois River) District 
Superintendent from 1991 to 1998. 
He is a graduate of Wiley College, 
a historically Black College and 
Gammon Theological Seminary. He 
was commissioned as a probationary 
member in 1987 and ordained as an 
elder in the former Central Illinois 
Conference in 1991.
In addition to serving several churches, 
Watkins also served four years at Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House in 
East St. Louis.

Hisey leaving 
conference staff
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Associate Coordinator of Congrega-
tional Development Peggy Hisey will be leaving the confer-
ence staff Dec. 31 to accept a new position in Florida.

The announcement was made to conference staff Nov. 13.
Hisey, who has family in Florida, has accepted a posi-

tion as the executive director of Hyde Park UMC in Tampa, Fla. The new position will 
enable Hisey to be close to her mother and other family members.

“With the transition of (husband) Tim’s job, we have decided to make a family life 
transition as well,” Hisey wrote. “God laid this path out for me before the though of 
moving ever occurred to me. It has been an honor and privilege to serve on conference 
staff. It has made me a better leader, a better person and a better disciple. I thank you all 
for your prayers, your friendship and for sharing your lives with me. You will be missed.”

Hisey joined the conference staff on June 1, 2014. During her tenure, she took a 
lead role in congregational development’s The Journey of 10 x 10 initiative and more 
recently, the Reach 1,000 campaign.

Director of Connectional Ministries Curtis Brown and Congregational Develop-
ment Coordinator Mike Crawford will be meeting to review the vacant position and 
make a recommendation about any future hiring after the first of the year.

Watkins new Sangamon River 
District Superintendent

McKendree University board names Dobbins president 
LEBANON — Daniel Lett, chairman of 

the McKendree University Board of Trustees, 
announced Nov. 11 that at the Saturday, Nov. 3 
board meeting, Daniel C. Dobbins was elected the 
33rd president of McKendree University. Dobbins 
will take office on Jan. 1, 2020. He succeeds Dr. 
James M. Dennis, who announced his retirement 
as president earlier this year and leaves the 
University after 26 years of service.

Dobbins is presently the president of Fiber 
Bond Corporation of Michigan City, Ind., a post 
he has held since 2008. Fiber Bond is the industry 
leader in the manufacturing of air filtration 
systems for commercial use in major corporations 
and hospitals across the U.S. A 1981 graduate of 

McKendree University with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration, Dobbins went on to earn 
a master’s degree in business administration from 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville in 1985.

Immediately following his graduation from 
McKendree University, Dobbins started his service 
to his alma mater by providing philanthropic 
support, a practice he has continued since 1981. In 
1987, he became the president of the McKendree 
University Alumni Association Board and by 
virtue of his office, began his service as a member 
of the Board of Trustees. 

During his 32 years of service on the 
Board, Dobbins served as chair of the Resource 
Development Committee from 1992 to 1998 and 
served as chair of the Financial Affairs Committee 
and treasurer from 1998 to 2005. In 2005, he 
became vice chair of the Board and in 2007, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees, a position he 
held until 2015. In 1999, Dobbins received the 
Peter Akers Award, the most prestigious honor 
the McKendree Alumni Association bestows on 
an alumnus. During the 2015 Commencement 
ceremony, the University conferred on him an 
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters in recognition 
of his service and his leadership as board chair.  

“I view the opportunity to serve McKendree 
University as its next president as a continued call 
to service,” said Dobbins. “I am deeply committed 
to the mission of this great University and it has 
been a privilege for me to work on behalf of its 
students and all of the members of the McKendree 
community as a volunteer. As I begin this new 
chapter in my relationship with the University, I 
am deeply humbled and excited by the opportunity 

to continue that service as president and I am 
grateful for the strong and enduring leadership of 
Jim Dennis, who has left a lasting legacy on which 
we will have the opportunity to build.”

The Board of Trustees contracted Storbeck 
Pimentel & Associates of Whittier, Calif., to 
assist with the search for Dennis’ successor. 
“The Board is grateful to the members of the 
Presidential Search Advisory Committee who 
provided meaningful input into the search for a 
new president,” said Chairman Lett. “Dan Dobbins’ 
business acumen, together with his long volunteer 
service and knowledge of the University make 
him an ideal candidate to lead McKendree at this 
time. We were fortunate that early in our process 
we found an outstanding person with unparalleled 
passion for the University in our midst,” said Lett 
as he announced the appointment.  

“As we make this important transition in 
the life of the University, we are grateful for the 
accomplishments achieved as a result of Jim 
Dennis’ leadership,” said Lett. “He sought to 
breathe new life and vitality into this institution 
when he came to the University in 1994—and he 
has done so by every measure. The McKendree 
University community has been transformed 
by his service and we are indeed grateful for his 
leadership.”  

Dobbins, a native of Pittsfield, and his wife 
Michaelene (Mickey) are residents of O’Fallon. 
Mickey Dobbins is also a 1981 graduate of 
McKendree University and a donor, volunteer and 
former employee.  They are the parents of one 
daughter.

Through our unique role as bishops, we are committed to the following:

• Sharing information with the full Council of Bishops; and,
• Encouraging each member of the Council of Bishops to hear and respect the 

concerns, as well as work within their areas of influence, to not only share the 
information, but to support the vision.

It is our prayerful and hopeful expectation that the voice, leadership and needs 
of the Black church will not get lost in the conversation as it relates to what’s next 
for the United Methodist Church. As the Ebony Bishops of the United Methodist 
Church, we are committed to a unity that embodies justice and righteousness for 
all of God’s people.

BISHOPS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 3
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Our Gift
       to You

In Appreciationof Pastors

From 2019 churches 

with love and 

support so far

Special thanks to all who have donated 
over 1,076 gifts thus far this year, 
including 451 individuals, 86 churches, 
and 7 trusts/gift annuities/major gifts.  
We are very grateful.  Won’t you let us 
include you?  Please give a gift in honor 
or memory today.  Gifts of any size are a 
blessing to those who have served us. 

Pastors Nelson Reiber  
and Sharon Treptow

Benld UMC
Revs. Eric Swanson, Stan Haxton,  

Mary Louise Haxton, Phil Icenogle
Pekin Grace Outreach Committee

Normal First UMC Clergy
Brent & Julie Anderson

Rev. Scott Henley
Howard & Judith Daughenbaugh

Revs. Ann Champion & Sharon Monroe
Fairbury UMC

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Robinson First UMC 

Louis & Dorothy Youngs
Kent & Kathy King-Nobles and Kim Burke

Members & Friends at Normal First UMC
Pastor Rob Adams

Parkville UMC
Rev. Marc Brown

Vicky L. Brown
Rev. John McIntosh

Michael C. Heaton
Rev. Sylvester Weatherall

Sangamon River District
Pastor Robert Herath

Eldon & Linda Witzig
Pastor Robin Lyons

Manchester UMC
Pastors Ted Snider, Julia Abel,  
Brad Watkins II, Ken Hogren

Brian & Luann Kuehn
Pastors Mary McQuilkin & Grant Armstrong

Edwardsville St. John’s UMC
Pastors Angie K. Ransom

Elkville UMC
Pastor Carl Johnston
Ebenezer UMC, McLean

Pastor Miranda Denler
Peoria Northwest UMC

Pastor Steve Anderson
Weedman UMC

Pastor Joy Schlesselman
Anonymous gift from Manteno UMC

Pastors Brad Watkins II & Ted Snider
Ann & Jeff Ringness

J.C. Cannon
R.J. & Sheryl Whitehurst

Pastors Brad Watkins II, Ted Snider,  
Ken Hogren & memory of  
Pastor Dave Bultemeier

Gina Hulett
Pastor Ted Snider

Robert & Jane Moore
Pastor Brad Watkins II

Kevin & Jodi Meyer
 Pastor Linda Trent

 Joan Miller & Patti Mullins

Services to Retired  
Clergy and Spouses:

• $1.5 Million to purchase Medicare  
Supplement Plan

• Assistance in Research Medicare Part D Plans

• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit

• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses

• Virgin Health Miles Benefits for Retirees and Spouses

• Fellowship Groups

• $580 Thousand Contribution to Pre-82 Plan

• Fall Banquets

• Seminar for Retirees and Spouses

• Pastoral Care

• Presence at Funerals and  
Presentation of Grave Markers

• Dental Loan Program

• Hearing Aid Program

• Financial and Estate Planning

• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

Albion UMC
Assumption First UMC

Belleville St. Matthew UMC
Belleville Union UMC

Bement UMC
Benld UMC

Bethany UMC
Bradley Wesley UMC

Camp Point UMC
Canton Wesley UMC

Carlyle First UMC
Carmi Emmanuel UMC

Carrier Mills UMC
Casey UMC

Centerville UMC
Crescent City UMC

Dwight UMC
Ebenezer UMC, McLean

Edwardsville Immanuel UMC
Edwardsville St. John’s UMC

Eldorado First UMC
Eldorado Wesley Chapel UMC

Elkville UMC
El Paso UMC

Etna UMC
Fairbury First UMC

Fairfield UMC; Port Byron
Findlay UMC
Fisher UMC

Flora First UMC
Gillespie First UMC

Goreville UMC
Hoopeston  UMC

Jacksonville Centenary UMC
Jacksonville Grace UMC

Kankakee St. Mark
Kankakee Trinity UMC

Kansas UMC
Kewanee First UMC

Lancaster UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Mahomet UMC

Manchester UMC
Manteno UMC

Maroa UMC
Marshall Trinity UMC

Moline Riverside UMM
Momence First UMC

Monmouth First UMC
Mount Vernon First UMC

Mt. Zion UMC
Murphysboro Cross & Flame Ministries UMC

Neoga UMC
New Bethel UMC
Normal First UMC

Ogden UMC
Ogden UMC UMW

Parkville UMC
Payson UMC

Pekin First UMC
Pekin Grace UMC

Peoria Northwest UMC
Pontiac First UMC

Robinson First UMC
Robinson Otterbein UMC

Rochester UMC
Rosewood Heights St. Paul UMC
Shelbyville Fourth Street UMC

Springfield Laurel UMC
Texas UMC; Trivoli

Thayer UMC
Toledo UMC

Tower Hill UMC
Tuscola UMC

Urbana First UMC
Vandalia First UMC

Villa Grove UMC
Virginia UMC

Ware UMC
Watson UMC

Weedman UMC
Weldon UMC

Wesley Chapel UMC
West Eden UMC
Westfield UMC

Willow Hill UMC, East Peoria
Windsor UMC

Wood River First UMC


