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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Karna Peterson to Alpha, Spoon River Distirct, effective Jan. 1, 2020.

Ken Hayden to Louisville, Kaskaskia River District, ¼ time, effective Jan. 1, 
2020.

Troy Horne to Paris Otterbein-Vermillion, Embarras River District, effective 
Nov. 15. This is his first appointment in the IGRC and he is a full clergy 
member in the Church of the Nazarene.

Change of status
Heather Robertson, discontinuation of status as a part-time local pastor, 
Illinois River District, effective Dec. 6. She previously served as associate of 
Pekin First UMC and Green Valley UMC.

Lisa Scott-Joiner, transfer of membership from the Missouri Annual 
Conference, effective Jan. 1, 2020. She will continue her appointment as 
chaplain supervisor, Barnes-Jewish Hospital Spiritual Care Services and will 
continue serving as supply part-time at East St. Louis Trinity UMC, Missisippi 
River District.
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Deaths
Part-time local pastor Tom Hanzel died Dec. 7 

He pastored Mt Zion and Browns Chapel United 
Methodist Churches with his wife, Patti, who is also 
a part-time local pastor.

Cremation is planned. A memorial service will be 
held at a later date at Mt. Carmel Trinity UMC.

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Patti Hanzel, 214 East Fourth St., Mt. 
Carmel, IL, 62863.

Margaret Farmer, 96, widow of the Rev. Marion 
Farmer and grandmother of IGRC pastor, Rev. April 
Turner, died Nov. 24 in Mt. Vernon.  

Together with her husband, they served several 
churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference, 
and was superintendent of the United Methodist 

Children's Home (now Spero 

Family Services) in Mt. Vernon. Rev. Farmer died Feb. 3, 2003.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Danny Farmer at P.O. Box 92, Bonnie, IL 
62816-0092.

For a full obituary, visit: https://www.hugheyfh.com/notices/
Margaret-Farmer.

IGRC retired pastor Robert Hollis, 87, died Nov. 19 
at St. Louis University Hospital in St. Louis.

Rev. Hollis served 43 years of active ministry in the 
former Southern Illinois Conference, retiring in 1997 
after 13 years of service as Director of Administrative 
Services. He also served six years as superintendent 

of the Vandalia District from 1978 to 1984.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Clarice Hollis, 15311 N. McCauley 
Lane, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864-8514.

Visit https://www.hugheyfh.com/notices/ReverendRobertBob-
Hollis to view the obituary.

Inside this Issue

(TOP RIGHT) Belleville St. Matthew UMC hosted  
its 31st Annual Glory of Christmas.

(RIGHT) Former McKendree University basketball 
coach Harry Statham with youth basketballers 

from his hometown of Brookport.
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Yoked with Jesus in 2020
12/11/2017

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his shoulders. And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end.”  
 (Isaiah 9:6-7a NIV)

The glorious news of Christmas is that we have a 
Savior that is the sovereign head over all. The light of the 
world has pierced the darkness and we have hope that his 
reign ushers in a new realm of possibility.  We celebrate 
the hope, peace, joy and love that accompany his arrival. 

We recognize that he is much more than a babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes lying in a manger. He really is “God 
with us!”

Christmas reminds me that the responsibility for 
maintaining “government” does not belong to me. As a 
leader, sometimes I forget the “government” is shouldered 
by Christ.  I am yoked with Christ, but not as a co-
supporter. Being yoked with Christ does not mean that I 
am there to help Jesus shoulder the workload. I am yoked 
to Christ so that I can learn from him. The real proof of 
discipleship occurs when we put into practice the things 
we have learned from Christ.

In the infant stages of the early church some folks 
were looking for the dynamic that caused such a radi-
cal change in the early believers.  What caused these 
unschooled, ordinary men and women to show boldness 
and courage in the face of adversity? The ones raising the 
questions summed up the difference in Acts 4:13, “… they 
took note that they had been with Jesus.”

The New Year is upon us. As we prepare to celebrate 
and welcome another year, with all of it’s potential, I 
find myself being challenged, “do folks know that I have 
been with Jesus?” Has the advent of Christ reshaped and 
changed me in such a manner that I have become an 
expression and an extension of his government?

One of the exciting things about the Christmas sea-
son and the beginning of a new year is the reminder that 

we can begin again. Starting over 
and making mid-course corrections 
is an essential part of our faith jour-
ney. Those that fail to take spiritual 
inventory or employ a systematic 
method for spiritual self-examination that poses the 
question, “do folks know that I have been with Jesus?” are 
often lulled into a position of false security.  The Apostle 
Paul encourages others to only follow him as he follows 
Christ. 

My hope is to be a disciple that learns and uses the 
lessons gleaned from Jesus to make a difference in 2020. 
Our denomination and our world need a fresh dose of the 
hope, peace, joy and love that accompanied the arrival of 
Emmanuel. My personal goal for 2020 is to lift-up Jesus 
in such a way that folks are once again attracted to him 
and to the way of life that he offers.

My prayer for the IGRC is that God will deepen our 
walk with Jesus and allow us to make a greater difference 
in 2020. The government of Christ has no end. His rule 
and reign know no bounds. The good news is that he 
offers grace and peace to all. Let us do all that we can to 
become conduits of the love and grace of Jesus Christ that 
we are called to be in this New Year.

God Bless,
Bishop Beard

BISHOP’S IGRC 
CONFIRMATION RALLY

February 29, 2020

WHO?  All students that are engaged in 
Confirmation Class for 2020 or were recently 
confirmed and joined the church in 2019.

WHAT?  A pizza party with the BIG GUY!  
A day of CELEBRATION and Witness  
with Bishop Beard.

WHERE?   First United Methodist Church 
Springfield, Illinois

WHEN?  Saturday, February 29TH  
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

WHY?  To celebrate and share in our common 
connection with one another in Jesus 
Christ and our United Methodist Church 
Family.

 Bishop Beard is issuing an invitation for 
groups and individuals engaged in the 
Confirmation process, to join him for a day 
of interactive fun, worship, fellowship, and 
of course, food! 

 There will be lots of free stuff, College and 
Camp information, door prizes, goodies of 
all kinds along with a chance to worship 
with, fellowship with, and talk to the 
Bishop.  

ONLINE REGISTRATION: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2020BishopsConfirmationRally

COST? There is a small pre-registration fee of  
Five Dollars ($5.00) per student.  
Adult leaders are free but must register so we 
can have an accurate count for lunch. 

Conference staff, superintendents take part in Day of Serving
Conference staff and superintendents spent Thursday morning at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center for 
the Third Annual Day of Giving. This group sorted toys that will be handed out to over a thousand kids next 
weekend at One Stop Christmas Shop. They also packed 400 Rice meals feeding 2,400 people. 

Photos by Bob Schafer
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Editor’s note:  Bishop Beard is on renewal leave until Jan. 11.  Below is an adaptation of his New Year column which appeared in the January 2018 issue of The Current.

Thank you all for the many prayers and bless-
ings during my Renewal Leave. I will complete 
my Renewal time January 11th. 

My hope is that each of you 
will have the best year spiri-
tually that you’ve ever had. 

I am looking forward to 
all that God has in store 
for us during 2020.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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2020 Five-Star Mission 
booklet available for download
SPRINGFIELD – The 2020 Five-Star 
Mission booklet has just been published 
and is available for download on the IGRC 
website.
The Five-Star Mission initiative is a great 
way to be involved in a variety of mission 
projects on the conference, national and 
international level. The booklet contains 
the Advance Special numbers for mission 
projects which were approved by the 2019 
Annual Conference.
Download the book and keep it handy for 
reference throughout the year as you plan 
your mission giving.
Visit the download page at: https://www.igrc.
org/fivestar

Colfax UMC to host Martin 
Luther King Unity Service
COLFAX – The Colfax UMC will host 
a Martin Luther King, Jr. Unity Service on 
Sunday, Jan. 19.
A potluck meal will start the festivities at 5 
p.m. with the service to follow at 6 p.m.
Speakers will be the host pastor, Rev. Bobby 
Davis and the Rev. Dr. Cary Beckwith, pastor 
of Wanda-Wood River First UMC’s.
For more information, contact the Colfax 
UMC at 309-723-6551 or Rev. Davis at  
618-409-2914.

Disability grants available
SPRINGFIELD – Applications for Disability 
Awareness Sunday grants are available at 
https://www.igrc.org/disabilityawarenessgrants. 
The next deadline is Jan. 31 for projects 
focused on architectural accessibility (doors, 
ramps, rest rooms, etc.)
These funds are limited and will not cover 
the entire cost of most projects. However, 
through the awarding of a grant, the 
Committee offers its support to efforts 
toward full inclusion of all persons in worship 
and Christian formation experiences and 
to advocacy for the needs of persons with 
challenging conditions. 
Funds are made available through 
contributions to the Disability Awareness 
Sunday Offering.

Covenant Keepers registration 
now open 
O’FALLON – Online registration is now 
open for Covenant Keepers 2020 which will 
be at the Regency Convention Center in 
O'Fallon Jan. 27-28.

Speakers for the event 
are Rev. Dr. Kwasi Kena, 
associate professor of 
ethics and multi-cultural 
ministry at Wesley 
Seminary on the campus of 
Indiana Wesleyan University, 

and Erin Hawkins, general secretary for the 
General Commission on Religion and Race. 
The theme of this year's gathering is Vital 

Conversations for Effective 
Ministry.
Covenant Keepers will 
begin at 12:30 p.m. on 
Monday and conclude 
without lunch at 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday. Monday night's 

schedule will include a banquet with special 
guests of John Wesley and Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
Childcare will be available through Shiloh 
UMC. Scholarship funds are available.
Register for Covenant Keepers at: www.igrc.
org/ck2020. Register for Covenant Keepers 
childcare at: www.igrc.org/ck2020childcare. 

Scholarship applicants sought
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference Board of Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry is offering a scholarship 
opportunity for the 2020-2021 school year 
to undergraduate students.
The Board of Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
2020 Undergraduate Scholarship is being 
offered. Applicants must be members of a 
United Methodist Church in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference for a minimum of one 
year. Scholarships awarded will be sent to 
the community college, college or university 
that the student will be attending during 
the 2020-2021 school year to help pay for 
their undergraduate tuition. The scholarships 
awarded will be a minimum of $500.
Applications must be submitted by midnight 
March 1. If you have any questions, contact 
Christy Blickensderfer at cblickensderfer@igrc.
org or Amy Shreve at ashreve@igrc.org.
Please note: There is no way to save this 
application in process. Once you have 
submitted your application you will not be 
able to review or edit it. It is recommended 
to review the entire application process 
before beginning.  
Apply online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/igrcscholarship 

IGRC BOM invites clergy to 
Holy Living, Holy Ministry 
2020 process
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Board of 
Ministry invites clergy who have served in 
full-time licensed, commissioned or ordained 
ministry for at least 8 years to participate in 
an eight-month Holy Living, Holy Ministry 
process to Reflect, Renew and Recommit for 
your next ministry season.
All full-time active clergy – local pastors, 
deacons and elders - will need to complete this 
process by 2028. We especially invite covenant 
groups to participate together and highly 
encourage those of you who are in the second 
year of an appointment to attend in 2020. 
Practicing Ministry is challenging. Results 
continue to reveal that many clergy 
persons struggle with depression, loneliness, 
frustration in revitalizing dying churches, 
the emotional suffocation from frequent 
funerals, congregational conflicts, diversity 
of pastoral tasks, and working with a 
multiplicity of "bosses." In addition, there 
is the broader uncertainty of the future of 
the denomination and conference as the 
"tsunami" of change is lurking closer. In order 
to be faithful to the covenant of caring for all 
clergy and believing that the stated statistic 
is a reality for the IGRC clergy, Holy Living, 

Holy Ministry 2020 will provide a healthy 
opportunity for clergy to intentionally focus 
on moving closer to being the person God 
seeks for him/her to be in the forthcoming 
eight years of ministry.
Registration deadline is Jan. 15.
Download flyer for more information 
at: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/352a7ce6-8d7b-484a-a1fd-
7df39dc9e3f3.docx 
Register to participate by visiting: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/2020HolyLivingHolyMinistry 

Candidacy Retreat
SPRINGFIELD – A candidacy retreat 
for persons wishing to become certified 
candidates for ministry will be Jan. 3-4, at the 
Chiara Center in Springfield. The retreat will 
run from 1 p.m. Friday to 6 p.m. Saturday. 
Lodging will be at the Chiara Center and is 
included in the registration.
The retreat enables participants to worship 
together, have a chance to ask questions and 
learn about call, learn about the process of 
ordained ministry and meet with mentor 
groups.
Cost is $325 (includes lodging, meals and 
psychological assessment).
Prerequisites (for more info see: https://www.
igrctheboard.com/candidates-page)

• Approval of your District 
Superintendent

• Read and discuss The Christian as 
Minister with their pastor, campus 
minister or other clergy

• Write a letter to DS describing your 
call to ministry and requesting an 
appointment to discuss your call and 
complete required paperwork

The retreat is required for all candidates 
for ministry: licensed local pastor, deacon or 
elder.
For more information, contact Kathy Crozier 
at kathycrozier@outlook.com, who serves the 
IGRC Board of Ministry as its vocational 
discernment coordinator.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
candidacyretreat 

Bishop's Confirmation Rally
SPRINGFIELD – Students that are engaged 
in confirmation class for 2020 or those who 
were confirmed and joined the church in 
2019 are invited to Bishop Frank Beard's 
Confirmation Rally on Saturday, Feb. 29 at 
Springfield First UMC from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cost is $5 per student. Adult leaders are 
free but are asked to register for an accurate 
headcount for lunch.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2
020BishopsConfirmationRally 

2020 Reach 1,000
O’FALLON – The Office of Congregational 
Development is hosting 2020 Reach 1,000 
-- an event to equip churches to make new 
disciples.
The training will be Friday, March 20 and 
Saturday, March 21 at O'Fallon First UMC.
Space is limited. To secure space for your 
registration, full payment must be received. 
No refunds will be available, but individual 
participants may be changed. If you register 
for the early registration rate, you must pay 
in full prior to Jan. 31. 

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/2020Reach1000 

Making a Good Move
SPRINGFIELD -- Bishop Frank J. Beard 
with retired Bishop Michael J. Coyner will 
be facilitating a workshop entitled Making 
a Good Move for all clergy receiving a 
new appointment in 2020 and a team of 
representatives from the new church/charge.
This two-day event is designed to enhance 
your ministry and to prepare you for a 
successful transition. 
Making a Good Move will take place on April 
24-25, at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Doubletree Hotel in downtown Springfield.
There is no charge for this workshop; 
however, you will need to make your own 
arrangements for lodging. We anticipate that 
the receiving congregation(s) will care for 
the lodging and mileage reimbursements.
Online registration will open closer to the 
event date.

Global Mission Fellows 
applications now being 
accepted
ATLANTA, Ga. – The Global Mission 
Fellows Program is accepting applications 
through Jan 7. This two-year program is 
a wonderful way for young adults, ages 
of 20 through 30 to engage with local 
communities outside of their home context, 
connect the church in mission and grow 
in personal and social holiness. All who fall 
within the age range and who are passionate 
about putting their faith into action while 
addressing the root causes of injustice are 
encouraged to apply.
The Global Mission Fellowship offers 
placement opportunities within the United 
States and internationally.
Read more and apply by visiting https://www.
umcmission.org/gmf 

Certified Lay Servant basic 
and advanced courses
SPRINGFIELD – Information on basic 
and advanced lay servant courses are now 
available on the Lay Servant Ministries 
section of the IGRC website (https://www.
igrc.org/layservant). 
Persons will find a district-by-district 
breakdown on the basic and four advanced 
courses being offered. If your home district's 
training dates are not convenient, persons may 
request permission of your district's lay servant 
director to enroll in another district's course.
When visiting the Lay Servant section, refer 
to the menu on the right for what you are 
seeking.

Harvest Ministry Team events
Fire-Up is a weekend discipleship 
conference for students in 9-12th grades 
hosted at Troy UMC Feb. 21-23. D.J. 
Dangerfield from Chanute, Kan., will be 
the speaker for the weekend and Harvest 
Worship Band will lead worship. The event 
includes worship, seminars, small groups, 
meals and fellowship. Cost is $65 for 
students, $40 for adults and covers the 
program, meals on Saturday, refreshments 
during the weekend and if you register by 
Feb. 6, you receive a free Fire-Up t-shirt. For 
more information, visit www.fire-up.org or call 
Troy UMC – 618-667-6241. 

Christian ConversationsAnnouncements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

HAWKINS

KENA

The Well for Youth Workers – paid and volunteers – are 
invited to attend one of The Well sessions in March! Mark 
Oestreicher, a youth ministry veteran currently leading the 
Youth Cartel, will be leading the sessions during the 2020 
event. Choose between three locations and each site will 
include the program and a meal together. IGRC youth 
ministries and Harvest Conferences have partnered in this 
event. 

• Monday, March 2 – Belleville St. Matthew UMC, 5:15 to 
8:25 p.m.

• Tuesday, March 3 – Springfield Cherry Hills Baptist 
Church, 2125 Woodside Rd., 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

• Tuesday, March 3 – Bloomington area. Site to be 
determined, 5:15 to 8:25 p.m.

Register online at www.harvestconferences.org.
The Light Kids Conference is a one-day event for children 
in first through fifth grades focused on fun and Bible teaching 
around the theme of MOVE (A look at Joshua, Mary and 
Jesus). The day includes the music with Harvest, fun time 
with Shout! Co Puppets, lunch, Bible Buzz and recreation 
time (with a 30- foot inflatable obstacle course). Most 
often, a children’s ministry group attends together along 
with sponsors/leaders from the church. You don’t have to 
have a big group to do this – you can bring 2 or 3 kids if 
you’d like!  Other times, a family will attend with a child and 
some friends. We ask that at least one adult register and be 
present with students attending the conference. For more 
information, registration forms, or online registration, visit 
www.kidsconference.org. Each of the events begins at 9 a.m. 

and concludes at 2 p.m.
Dates and locations for the conference are:

• Saturday, March 7 – Peoria First UMC
• Saturday, March 21 – Marion Aldersgate UMC
• Saturday, March 28 – Troy UMC

Becoming – a girls’ conference for teen girls from sixth to 
12th grade will be Saturday, April 4 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Troy UMC. Rebekah Bled from Tulsa, Okla., will be the 
speaker. Rebekah grew up in southern Illinois and is now 
married, has a young son and is serving in ministry in Tulsa. 
During the Girls Conference, students (and any female adults 
who wish to join them) will take part in worship, seminars, 
experience stations, refreshments and lunch. Registration 
information can be found at www.girlsconference.net. ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON 3

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM 2

Revive us again
BY DAVID SCHULTZ

For the first time in history on April 8, 1966, 
the cover of Time magazine did not feature 
a photograph. Except for its traditional red 
border, the cover was black with the words, “Is 
God Dead?” printed in large, red letters.

Five years later, Time answered its own question in the negative. 
On June 21, 1971, the cover of Time featured a purple Jesus to 
go along with its coverage of “The Jesus Revolution.” God was 
certainly not dead. Youths by the millions were coming to faith in 
Christ and by the 1980’s, the Jesus Revolution morphed into the 
Charismatic Movement as revival continued to sweep across our 
land.
I came to faith in Christin the early 1970’s. I most often point 
to June 11, 1972, but the Spirit was certainly drawing me even 
earlier than that. Musicals such as Jesus Christ Superstar and 
Godspell had a huge influence on me. Secular radio stations 
played religiously-themed songs like Put Your Hand in the Hand 
of the Man, Spirit in the Sky and Brother Love’s Traveling Salvation 
Show.

It was not uncommon in those days to hear of some rock star 
who became born again. Rick Derringer scored his biggest hit 
in 1973 with Rock and Roll, Hoochie Koo but after he came 
to Christ, he reworked the lyrics into Read the Word, Live it Too. 
Now that’s catchy!
We also rejoiced at the conversions of Perry Livgren of the 
band Kansas; Joe English of Wings; Bob Dylan, Al Green, Little 
Richard, and of course, Johnny Cash. Many of them released 
Christian albums in what would become the first waves of a 
new genre, Contemporary Christian Music. It was a time of 
revival and music was at the forefront of that revival.
Sadly, that revival came to an end years ago.
However, the Spirit of God may be up to something once again. 
On Oct. 25, rap artist Kanye West released his latest album, 
entitled, Jesus Is King. Kanye West doesn’t mince words. He is 
a changed man. In a recent video, he declared, “Now that I’m 
in the service to Christ, my job is to spread the Gospel, to let 
people know what Jesus has done for me.” West goes on to 
explain that he’s no longer a slave to the things of this world, 
adding, “I’m no longer a slave. I’m a son now, a son of God. I’m 
free.”
Every song on Kanye’s new album is faith-based. Just look at 
some of the titles: Follow God; Closed on Sunday; On God; God Is; 
Use This Gospel; and Jesus is Lord.

I’m not writing to pitch Kanye’s album; I’m not particularly fond 
of hip-hop music. But I am writing because I wonder: Could 
Kanye West be on the leading edge of what the Spirit may be 
doing among us? Music played an important role in the last 
revival; it could happen again, so I pray that it happens soon. 
We’re overdue for a revival. Won’t you join with me in praying 
that the Spirit of God would indeed “revive us again”?
(Reprinted with permission from the December 2019 issue of 
The Courier, the monthly newsletter of the Orion United Methodist 
Church, Spoon River District.)

Will your Christmas visitors  
feel celebrated or shamed? 

BY ANN A. MICHEL

You know what I’m talking 
about. 

A greeter’s snide remark 
when a family who hasn’t attended 
church in months or years 

suddenly shows up on Christmas Eve. The little 
dig in the sermon reminding people that services 
are actually held 52 weeks a year. The passive-
aggressive farewell that says in essence, “Hope we 
won’t have to wait another year to see you again.”

For some church insiders, the joy of an 
overflowing sanctuary on Christmas Eve is 
undercut by some less attractive sentiments. Instead 
of celebrating that the lost have been found, we are 
annoyed that these people have come to enjoy the 
party while leaving us to sweep up afterwards and 
pay the bills. We imagine ourselves holier than thou 
and unfortunately that’s exactly the way we come 
across. And visitors or infrequent church attenders 
leave feeling shamed or belittled, rather than 
welcomed and celebrated. Small wonder they aren’t 
hurrying back for more.

HEART SURGERY
This all-too-real dynamic suggests that the 

most important way we can prepare for Christmas 
Eve visitors isn’t by hanging the greens, lighting 
candles, or passing out special invitation cards. 
Instead, it involves preparing our hearts — not just 
for the coming of the Christ Child but for all who 
seek him.

We don’t have to search far in scripture to be 
reminded that God seeks out the one sheep that has 
wandered from the fold and rejoices at the return 
of the prodigal. Perhaps the preparation of Advent 
needs to include prayer about and discernment of 
how we might reflect the heart of our Father and 
not convey the attitude of that putout older son.

WHOSE CHURCH IS IT?
It’s easy for those in church every week to 

imagine that those who attend less frequently 

have forgotten the church or don’t care about its 
ministry. But experience has taught me that simply 
isn’t the case. There are people who grew up in your 
church or attended at one point in time, but their 
lives have taken them in different directions. 

Many of these people still have a deep reservoir 
of love and regard for the church. It means 
something that they chose to come home to church 
on the most special night of the year. And the 
longing that draws them back at Christmas is one 
of the ways that God is calling them, reaching out 
to them, urging them toward discipleship.

It is important that we honor and affirm the 
special claim that the church has on the hearts of 
all who cross its threshold at Christmas. And it is 
important that we acknowledge the claim that God 
has laid on their hearts, rather than imagining their 
motives for coming to church are inferior or phony.

But most of all, we need to remember that 

the church belongs to God, not us. And that it is a 
privilege and joy to be the church, not for our own 
sakes, but for the sake of others. This is true always. 
But especially at Christmas!

(Ann A. Michel is associate director of the Lewis Center 
for Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary 
and teaches in the areas of stewardship and leadership. 
She is also the author of Synergy: A Leadership Guide 
for Church Staff and Volunteers (Abingdon, 2017), 
available at Cokesbury and Amazon.)

The most important way to prepare for 
Christmas Eve visitors isn’t hanging the 
greens, lighting candles, or passing out 
invitations. Instead, it involves preparing 
our hearts — not just for the coming of 
the Christ Child but for all who seek him.
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Blankenship sowing seeds 
in new appointment
BY MICHAELA DALY
Herscher Pilot

BONFIELD – Pastor Keith Blankenship 
continues to plant seeds, despite harvest season 
coming to an end. 

Pastor Blankenship is the recently 
appointed pastor of the Bonfield-Grand Prairie 
UMC Parish.

“If I can bring one person or family that 
is not in worship regularly to one of the three 
churches in the parish, then I feel that plants a 
seed which hopefully can bring others in,” stated 
Blankenship.

 “In the Methodist denomination, I am not 
able to choose where I am a Pastor,” he said. 
“But after praying on the opportunity given 
to me and being different than my previous 
appointment, I was happy to accept this 
challenge I was given.”

Previously, Blankenship served Deer Creek 
United Methodist, a small community located 
between Peoria and Bloomington, on a part-

time basis. Having worked in several other 
professional fields, Blankenship was able to take 
his time to adjust, learn and grow in his new 
profession while at Deer Creek. 

“Being able to be part-time to begin with 
allowed me to learn to prepare a worship service 
and message each week. That has allowed me 
to now have a part of what I do already be 
familiar,” he said. 

While he is not yet ordained, Blankenship 
will be attending a program at a seminary in the 
Kansas City area in 2020 in order to continue 
his journey towards becoming ordained.

But for the time being, Blankenship is 
settling in and spreading his message to the area. 

“I try to simply teach those in the Parish 
a more in-depth view of the Bible and the love 
God has for everyone, even if they have turned 
their back on Him at some point in their lives.”

And as for adjusting to the area, 
Blankenship seems to be doing just fine. He 
is not only connecting with the congregation, 

but with the community as a whole in order to 
become more visible to those not involved with 
the parish. 

“The people in the parish have made me 
feel welcome, which I appreciate more than they 
know,” Blankenship said. “It is nice to be able to 
serve everyone in the parish for as long as God 
will allow me to be here.”

BROOKPORT – Youth basketball in Brookport would 
not be possible without Harry Statham. 
He is a Brookport High School graduate and former 
men's head basketball coach for McKendree University.
He was the college basketball coach with the most 
career wins at the four-year level in a storied 52-year 
career at McKendree University before being dismissed 
last year.
Statham also stepped in to help the Brookport Gym 
when it was on the verge of demolition. He and the 
Brookport Betterment Committee worked together to 
save the building and make it what it is today. 
"It's back and better now than before. They've done a 
tremendous job on this building," said Statham. 
It is the same gym he helped build during his senior year, 
and where his team won the regional championships. 
He and his wife Rose were honored Nov. 16 at the 
Harry Statham Youth Basketball League's opening day. 
The gym bears his name, with a special place for his wife.
They spent time with everyone and watched as players 
warmed up.
"Well, it's refreshing, you know? It all starts young, and 
the younger the better, and it's great to have organized 
teams and coaches that care about the kids," said 
Statham. "And teaching them to play by the rules, and 
correct fundamentally, learn the fundamentals, and play 
with class."
The gym, that day and that moment meant the world 
to the former coach and his wife, but it meant even 
more to the kids, like Lucy Windhorst. 
"I am very excited," said Windhorst. 
The third-grader was a bit winded as she guarded her 
opponent, but that was barely a thought while she had 
a good time with her teammates.

"Almost all of them were on my softball team, and it's 
really fun getting to play basketball with them too," said 
Windhorst. 
There were eight games for boys and girls of all ages 
on Saturday.
Statham said it was a great time watching all the players 
on the same court he played on decades ago. 
"It's about youth, you know, and the future," said Sta-
tham. "And so we gotta' pull together and work hard 
to make things happen."
As the gym carries a sense of community, it is also mak-
ing hoop dreams come true.
(Adapted from a Nov. 16 story published by WPSD-TV, 
NBC affiliate in Paducah, Ky.)

HARRY STATHAM YOUTH BASKETBALL SHOOTS, 
SCORES COACH’S HEART IN HIS HOMETOWN

Pastor Keith Blankenship, the recently appointed 
pastor of the Bonfield-Grand Prairie UMC Parish, 
shares his message with the congregation.

Belleville St. Matthew UMC hosted 
Dec. 8-9 its 31st Annual Joy of Christmas, a 
musical drama production that tells the story 
of Jesus’ birth and God’s gift of salvation. 
An emsemble of more than 200 cast, choir 
and orchestra members, combined with 
the Belleville West High School drum line, 
a string ensemble from Tinge Studio and 
soloist Brian Arner provided the talent for an 
annual tradition which began in 1989. That 
year, the church decided to do more than a 
Christmas cantata and invited the community 
to enjoy the production as the church’s gift 
to them.

Photos by Paul Black

Aquilino Javier, past president of 
the National Association of Filipino 
and Asian United Methodists from 
the Northern Illinois Conference and 
Lisa Rogers, music director of Peoria 
Northwest UMC, fill Javier’s car with 
music books and choir materials 
for churches in the Philippines.  
Northwest UMC was revamping its 
music library and these donated 
materials will be used by churches in 
the Philippines to enrich worship.
Photo courtesy of Aquilino Javier
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OCOK News THANK YOU with your Giftsfor Embracing
Churches Making Donations to Our Conference, Our Kids s in November
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK]

Abingdon
Albion
Alma
Alpha
Benld
Bethel (Albion)
Blue Mound
Brooklyn (Camden)
Carbondale First
Carrier Mills First
Champaign Faith
Champaign New Horizon
Chestnut (Mount Pulaski)
Cottonwood (Toledo)
Decatur Christ
Delavan

Effingham Centenary
Elkville
Fairview Center (Monmouth)
Fairview Heights Prospect Park
Forsyth
Georgetown
Gifford
Gilman – in honor of Bishop 
           Frank J Beard
Gillespie First
Henry
Herscher
Highland Hope 
Industry
Jacksonville Centenary
Jacksonsville Grace

Jacksonville Wesley Chapel
Kankakee Asbury
Kankakee Saint Mark
Kedron (Newton)
LeRoy
Lexington
Long Creek
Mackinaw
Maroa
Marissa
Middle Fork (Potomac)
Marshall Trinity
Mount Vernon First
Normal First
Normal Morningstar
Norris City

Orion
Pana
Paris First
Parkville
Pekin First
Pleasant Mound 
Pontiac First
Peoria Bethel
Peoria Northwest
Quincy Union
Rantoul First
Ritchey
Rivers Edge (Spring Bay)
Royalton
Shiloh (Norris City)
Springfield Jerome

Springfield Laurel
Streator First
Stiritz
Sugar Creek (Chatham)
Sugar Grove (Chrisman)
Tolono
Tremont
Trivoli
Troy
Wanda
Warrensburg
Waynesville
White Chapel (Glasford)
Worden
Wyoming

Individuals Known to have made Donations in November
[Through their local churches, online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org) or by text (OCOK  to 91999)]

Doug & Sandi Atkins
Ethel Barnett – in honor of Elkville UMC
Bishop & Mrs Frank J Beard – Beulah Camp
 Matching Gift
Binu Baby (Piniel)
Clayton & Mary Bontz
Barbara & Richard Brake
Ashley Broom-Hardison
William & Ellen Broom
Don & Donna Bryant Jr – in honor of 
 Pastor Alan Rhein
Ronald & Janice Bundren
Carol & William Cain
Marjorie & Johnnie Conner
John & Helen Chapman
Janice Devor
Paul Dinges
Randy Douglass
William Duke

Carol & William Eastin
Thomas Eckhardt
Monty & Malinda Field
Angela Fleming
Dorothy Ford
Larry Frank
Linda Frye – in honor of Edith Reynolds 
Timothy & Myra Gossett
Larry & Vicki Grove
Robert & Laura Irvin
Al Kulczewski – in memory of Peggy Kulczewski
Carolyn Leach – in memory of Jack Michael
Angie Lee
Lance & Judy Leeds
Steve & Ellen Liehr
Craig Long (Family)
Victor Long – in honor of Deb Pollex, Spero
Vickie Mayfield
J Richard & Rebecca McGinnis

Tabita 
Nelson
Barbara Rascher
David & Elizabeth Reynolds
Carol Van Rheeden
Pete & Kathy Ryan
John & Connie Salzman
David Schultz
Randy Shay
Jeanne' Sims – in memory of Rev R Paul Sims
Doris & Kevin Smiley
Matt Stevens
Rachel Stockle
Richard & Carol Swearingen
Gene Turner
Martha Varble
Irene Wilson 

District Gifts 
Received:
Cache River
Iroquois River
Kaskaskia River
Vermilion River

Sustaining Love’s
 Embracing ARMS

Bishop Frank J. Beard, Our Conference, Our Kids Pace Setter,  
PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 9207

R E F L E C T I O N S  O N

Our Conference, Our Kids in 2019 
In a year when we have disagreed about 

what it is to be a United Methodist, I have been 
reminded through my participation in the Our 
Conference, Our Kids Initiative that we are local, 
we are caring, we are generous, and we are faithful.

In 2019 our five children and family serving 
agencies have offered Christ centered healing and 
caring.  Chaplains and other staff on the front 
lines of these agencies have been faithful, hopeful, 
peaceful, joyful, and loving in their ministry to 

help children and families experience healing and 
wholeness in an environment built on the hope we 
have been given in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In 2019 churches and individual donors 
have celebrated this project and been creative in 
pouring out their generosity for Our Kids. The 
work is not yet complete, but our commitments 
to the Our Conference, Our Kids Endowment Fund 
have gone past $1,100,000! 

Praise be to God for our collaborations and 

contributions in 2019 that have made this possible, 
and those that will carry us even further in 2020! 

Rev. Amanda Richards  
Co-Chair 
Our Conference, Our Kids  
Steering Team

  Our Conference, Our Kids Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

GIVE THROUGH YOUR  
LOCAL CHURCH

Designate your gift to:   
    Our Conference, Our Kids, 
    Advance Special #6960

Place it in the offering at your local 
church.  Your church treasurer will 
then send it to the Conference  
Treasurer.  

DONATE  
ONLINE

This is a convenient way to give 
a gift directly from our website 
homepage:

  www.embraceocok.org

You may also donate on the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference website: 

 www.igrc.org

TEXT TO GIVE
Another simple 
and fast way to 
make a gift to 
OUR KIDS  
is by texting: 

OCOK at 91999

DONATE BY MAIL 

When making a donation by mail, write on your check 
in the Memo area: Our Conference, Our Kids  
                                    Advance Special #6960  
Send your donation to: Our Conference, Our Kids, PO 
Box 19207, Springfield, Illinois   62794-9207

Include your name and address along with the name and 
address of the church you would like to receive credit.

LEGACY GIFTS 
Many donors make their most significant gifts 
through their wills, estates, trusts, annuities, 
life insurance beneficiary designation, and 
farmland.  

Fully funding the spiritual life ministries at 
our conference’s children and family serving 
agencies will require LEGACY GIFTS to ensure:  
“…the continued inclusion of Christ-centered 
spiritual care in their healing work.

Plan for a LEGACY GIFT, then contact Ted Frost 
at tfrost@igrc.org or by phone at 217-529-3217.

GIFTS FROM STOCKS OR SECURITIES
Another advantageous way to make a gift to OUR KIDS 
is through publicly traded stocks or mutual funds, 
which can be done via electronic transfer.  

Please contact Ted Frost, Executive  
Director, United Methodist Foundation at  
tfrost@igrc.org or by phone at 217-529-3217.   
Ted can assist you in using this way of giving and 
provide transfer instructions for your broker. 

YEAR END AND YEAR-ROUND
Ways for embracing 

The information provided at left is intended for general informational 
purposes and is not a source of legal or tax advice.  Individuals should 
consult professional advisors regarding all appropriate matters.
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National NewsNational News

U.S. dips below majority of 
denominational membership
BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UM News)  – The U.S.’s 
majority status in The United Methodist Church is 
coming to an end — and may be there already.
That’s according to projections from the denomina-
tion’s General Council on Finance and Administra-
tion — based on the continuing decline in U.S. 
membership as much as growth in Africa.
According to the agency’s forecast, total member-
ship in the central conferences — church regions 
in Africa, the Philippines and Europe — will exceed 
that of the U.S. jurisdictions in 2020.

“Based on trends that have occurred over the last 
several years, we are annually averaging a decline 
of 2.0% overall for the jurisdictional membership,” 
Kevin Dunn, the agency’s director of data services, 
told the GCFA board at its November meeting. 
“We may fall below 6 million (U.S.) members by 
2025.”
It’s a significant development for a church whose 
governance and history have both helped shape 
and been shaped by the United States, where the 
denomination got its start in 1784.
Dunn said the U.S. decline has largely resulted from 
members’ deaths — people leaving The United 
Methodist Church for the church triumphant.
However, starting in 2014, he said, the overall drop 
has exceeded the number of funerals. U.S. worship 
attendance also has been shrinking as a percentage 
of overall membership for the past decade.
Dunn noted that United Methodist numbers are in 
keeping with overall U.S. religious trends. In October, 
Pew Research Center reported losses across Chris-
tian groups while showing the religiously unaffiliated 
rising to more than a quarter of U.S. adults.
Even with shrinking U.S. rolls, The United Methodist 
Church is still the country’s third largest denomina-
tion — behind the Catholic Church and Southern 
Baptist Convention.
The most recent data GCFA actually has on hand 

is the U.S. membership and attendance figures for 
2018. Unequal infrastructure and technology typi-
cally mean that membership reports are usually out 
of sync between the U.S. and the rest of the globe.
On its website, umdata.org, the agency reports the 
U.S. church had just under 6.7 million members at 
the end of 2018 — down from about 6.8 million 
in 2017. In the U.S., average weekly attendance was 
under 2.5 million in 2018, a decline of about 3.6% 
from the previous year.
The agency’s most recent data for the central 
conferences is from 2017, when the denomination 
counted more than 6.4 million members in Africa, 
Europe and the Philippines. That’s up from about 5.7 
million members in 2015.
However, the central conference total comes with 
an asterisk. On its data services website, GCFA 
notes that the 2017 numbers reflect the most 
recent submitted. Where conferences have not 
reported any new data, the agency carries over 
numbers from previous reporting. 
The story of the church in the U.S. is not strictly 
one of decline.
“We have some good news,” Dunn said. “Our 
Hispanic and multiracial growth has consistently 
been trending upwards 2% to 3% (a year) in each 
category.”
Between 2009 and 2018, the number of U.S. 
members identifying as multiracial increased from 
45,955 to 68,029. In the same period, the number 
of Hispanic United Methodists has grown from 
68,088 to 80,968.
The predominantly Hispanic Christ’s Foundry 
Fellowship in Dallas is an example of that growth. 
The North Texas Conference decided more than 
10 years ago to plant a congregation in a growing 
Latino neighborhood.
The congregation that began as a small group 
worshipping in various locations has grown to 166 

members and 228 in average weekly attendance.
The Rev. Lucia “Lucy” French, the congregation’s as-
sociate pastor, attributed the congregation’s growth 
to several programs the church instituted early on. 
These include small groups, a worker association to 
help people find employment and Family Wednes-
day — Miercoles de Familias — a time for children’s 
choir, youth group, parenting classes and marriage 
instruction. French, who came to Dallas from Quito, 
Ecuador in 2006, found her calling as a pastor by 
leading the Wednesday night programs.
“Everything that has happened in the growth and 
development at Christ’s Foundry has been the 
result of many collaborators, each bringing their 
unique strengths, resources, talents, and dedication 
to the effort,” she said, with interpretation from her 
husband, John.
Christ’s Foundry, which now has a building to call 
its own, is also now taking a lead role in the North 
Texas Conference’s response to recent tornadoes 
that wreaked havoc on the city.
“The congregation of Christ’s Foundry has been 
and continues to be blessed by the community, and 
has shown its ability and willingness to be a blessing 
to others in the community by living their faith,” the 
pastor said. “While head counts and budgets have 
their place, this is the best measure of success.”
North Texas Conference’s Bishop Michael McKee 
also is the president of the GCFA board. He told 
the board that while worship attendance is very 
important, it offers an incomplete picture of what’s 
happening at many United Methodist congregations 
such as faith formation and mission activities.
“This is not an argument with the statistics at all,” 
he said. “It’s just an acknowledgement that we have 
to think about these things in some other ways 
because we may have more people engaged than 
our worship numbers show.”
(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Meth-
odist News.)

Bishops’ group backs  
U.S. regional conference
BY HEATHER HAHN

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNews) – The effort 
to create a new United Methodist structure for U.S. 
decision-making received a boost from bishops in Africa, 
Europe and the Philippines.

“The central conference bishops will promote and 
solidly support the U.S. regional conference proposal,” 
Bishop Harald Rückert of Germany announced to 
applause near the end of the fall Council of Bishops 
meeting.

Rückert was reading a statement he said the Central 
Conference College of Bishops unanimously passed 
during its meeting Nov. 1 after hearing a presentation on 
the proposal.

The Connectional Table, a multinational body that 
acts as a sort of church council for the denomination, 
drafted the proposal. The group’s goal is to have a body to 
take up matters that solely affect the U.S. church and ease 
the burden on the multinational General Conference. 
U.S. proposals often dominate The United Methodist 
Church’s top lawmaking body assembly.

While the Connectional Table doesn’t see the 
proposal as addressing the denomination’s homosexuality 
debate, other United Methodists see it as a way of 
allowing the church in the U.S. to make changes to 
allow same-sex marriage and ordination of “self-avowed 
practicing” gay clergy.  

Wespath, the denomination’s pensions agency, 
collaborated on the legislation to help vet any legal or 
administrative issues. The proposed regional conference 
would encompass the United States and maintain the 
current five U.S. jurisdictions.

“I believe this proposal will enable us to live more 
fully as a worldwide church,” said Bishop Christian 
Alsted, Connectional Table chair, in a statement after the 
bishops’ meeting. “It will give the church in the U.S. a 
structure to deal with its unique missional challenges and 
to do its visionary, strategic and administrative work.”

Ultimately, General Conference delegates will have 
their say when the assembly convenes May 5-15, 2020 in 
Minneapolis.

The central conference bishops’ endorsement is 
a big deal for an idea that previously has faced strong 
opposition. As recently as 2016, petitions to create a U.S. 
central conference and other proposed new regional 
structures didn’t make it out of committee at General 
Conference.

Bishops don’t have a vote at General Conference, but 
they have influence in other ways. When bishops speak, 
United Methodists frequently listen.

The Council of Bishops in May affirmed the 
Connectional Table’s work on the structure. The central 
conference bishops went a step further — asking their 
steering committee to invite representatives from 
the Connectional Table to present the proposal to 
General Conference delegates in Africa, Europe and the 
Philippines. United Methodist protocol dictates that 
church leaders only visit an area at the resident bishop’s 
invitation.

Immediately after the Nov. 3-6 Council of Bishops 
meeting, UM News reached out to multiple central 
conference bishops to for comment on the proposal. Only 
three responded, including Alsted.

“The makeup of The United Methodist Church has 
changed significantly over the past 20 years and soon 
half of its membership will be in Africa,” Alsted told 
UM News.  “For the General Conference to become a 
meaningful global gathering that will help the church 
pursue God’s mission, it needs to be reshaped.”

For more than 200 years, The United Methodist 
Church and its predecessors have operated with 
assumption of United States as a default.

The denomination’s constitution authorizes central 
conferences to make “such changes and adaptations” to 
the Book of Discipline as missional needs and differing 
legal contexts require.

In practice, that means central conferences make 
decisions related to administering their own clergy 
pensions, their own church property and in some cases, 
their own clergy’s educational requirements.

Alsted said central conference bishops wish to extend 
that privilege to the entire church.

Since 2012, the denomination’s Standing Committee 
on Central Conference Matters has been working to 
determine which parts of the current Book of Discipline’s 
Part VI are essential for all United Methodists and 
which can be adapted. Part VI, the largest section in the 
Discipline, deals with organizational and administrative 
matters.

The Connectional Table began working on its 
proposal to have a place where the U.S. can do its 
adaptive work. It also has worked closely with the 
standing committee throughout the process.

Alsted stressed that the Connectional Table’s 

work should be seen alongside what the standing 
committee has been doing and not as a way to solve the 
denomination’s current impasse over homosexuality.

That hasn’t stopped other United Methodists from 
seeing the Connectional Table’s proposal as a way to 
maintain connection despite church divisions.

Bishop Rodolfo A. “Rudy” Juan, who leads the Davao 
Area in the Philippines, urged fellow central conference 
bishops to support the Connectional Table legislation.

He said the benefits of the Connectional Table 
proposal include a certain level of autonomy “because 
we can be self-governing, self-propagating and self-
sufficient.”

This summer, he and others in the Philippines 
College of Bishops specifically recommended 
restructuring that would allow for regional autonomy to 
deal with divisive issues like homosexuality.

A group of Filipino United Methodists has 
submitted legislation to General Conference in support 
of the bishops’ resolution and the Connectional Table’s 
proposal. That legislation also calls on the Connectional 
Table and Standing Committee on Central Conference 
Matters to develop a new form of church organization 
that allows for different cultural contexts.

Sierra Leone Area Bishop John K. Yambasu, 
president of the Central Conference College of Bishops, 
has been leading negotiations about the future of the 
church.

However, he said, he would like to see regional 
conferences for each of the denomination’s four 
continents to deal with issues that pertain to those 
continents.

Yambasu said homosexuality is a hot button issue in 
the U.S., not in Africa. “There are particular issues that 
have nothing to do with Africa,” he said. 

Yambasu added that the whole concept of central 
conferences has a historical stigma to it because of the 
similarity of the name to the Central Jurisdiction, which 
segregated African-American Methodists in the United 
States.

“I’d rather we just be a regional conference,” he said.

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News.) 

Photo by Kathleen Barry, UM News. 

Kevin Dunn presents an overview of U.S. United Methodist membership data to the General Council on Finance and 
Administration board during its Nov. 15 meeting in Nashville, Tenn. He is the agency’s director of data services. Among 
the bright spots he pointed to was the church’s growth in Hispanic and multiracial members.

What about General Conference?
Membership plays a large role in determining how 

many delegates each annual conference can send to General 
Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking body. 

The Book of Discipline outlines a statistical formula for 
delegation size based on the number of clergy and professing lay 
members of each annual conference. Each annual conference 
must have a minimum of one lay and one clergy delegate. 

However, the latest figures from the General Council 
on Finance and Administration will not be reflected in the 
composition of next year’s General Conference.

 The Rev. Gary Graves, General Conference secretary, 
determined the size of each annual conference’s delegation 
in 2017, based on data in the most recent annual conference 
journals submitted to GCFA.

Of the 862 delegates in 2020, 55.9% will be from the U.S., 
32% from Africa, 6% from the Philippines, 4.6% from Europe 
and the remainder from concordat churches that have close ties 
to The United Methodist Church. Compared to the 2019 special 
session, the U.S. will have fewer delegates overall, while African 
delegations gain 18 and the Philippines two.

The Connectional Table proposal
Under the Connectional Table’s legislation, creat-
ing a U.S. regional conference would be done in 
two stages:

• Stage I would form a committee of the Gen-
eral Conference, with legislative function, to 
deal with U.S. matters — adaptable disciplin-
ary provisions, U.S.-related resolutions and 
non-disciplinary petitions concerning the U.S.

• Stage II would form the U.S. regional confer-
ence, and the Stage I committee would end 
its work.

Creating a new legislative committee on U.S. mat-
ters would only require a simple majority vote at 
the 2020 General Conference.
However, creating the regional conference 
requires multiple constitutional amendments. For 
ratification, amendments must receive at least 
a two-thirds vote at General Conference and 
at least two-thirds of the total votes at annual 
conferences.

Bishop Harald Rückert of Germany 
announces the support of bishops in Africa, 
Europe and the Philippines for the proposed 
U.S. regional conference. He made the 
announcement toward the end of the Nov. 
3-6 Council of Bishops meeting in Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. 
Photo by Sam Hodges, UM News.
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MISSION POSSIBLE 2020!
URBANA  – Cunningham Children’s Home 
and the Wesley Student Center, the United 
Methodist campus ministry at the University 
of Illinois, are teaming up again to provide 
a meaningful experience for youth groups: 
MISSION POSSIBLE! Youth are invited to 
participate in either event or both! 
Cunningham will host its annual Mission 
Day on Saturday, March 7, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Mission Day is an event that offers a 
firsthand look at the mission and programs 
Cunningham offers. Participants learn what 
happens daily to help the vulnerable and 
hurting youth that Cunningham serves, the 
importance of faith for healing, the involve-
ment of United Methodists in Cunningham’s 
mission, and how to put their prayers, pres-
ence, gifts and service into action. 
Wesley’s Mission Project is offered on either 
Friday, March 6 from 6 to 10:30 p.m. with 

an option to stay overnight or Saturday, 
March 7, from 3:30 to 7 p.m. Mission Project 
includes a hands-on packaging project with 
Illini Fighting Hunger that will help feed our 
local neighbors through the Wesley Food 
Pantry. Youth will learn about what Wesley 
students are doing to fight hunger and make 
a difference in God’s world.
More information on Mission Day at Cun-
ningham and Mission Project at Wesley can 
be found by clicking on the Mission Day 
tab at www.cunninghamhome.org/events. 
Print and complete the registration form 
and mail it, along with payment, no later 
than Wednesday, Feb. 26. Adult leaders of 
your class/group are encouraged to attend. 
Space is limited so registration forms and 
fees must be received before we can hold 
spaces for your group.  Contact Colleen 
Combes at ccombes@cunninghamhome.
org with questions.

Conference NewsGlobal News

Photo by Kudzai Chingwe, UM News.
Martha “Granny” Mudzengerere shows off her new book, “Old Time 
Religion,” which includes spiritual guidance and history about The United 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe. It is the 104-year-old’s first book. 

DAY OF SERVING
IGRC staff members took part in the 
third annual Day of Giving at the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
Dec. 5.

Participants sorted toys and packed 
meals for 2,400 people during their 
visit.

Photo by Bob Schafer

The IGRC Committee on Ethnic Local Church Concerns hosted a luncheon Oct. 29 for pastors and spouse appointed in cross-racial and cross-cultural appointments. 
The gathering was an opportunity to network, socialize and fellowship with peers across the conference.

Photo by Paul Black 

SHILOH – Dates for the sixth trip 
to Budapest, Hungary have been set for 
June 11-20.

Cost for the trip is $2,500 which 
includes airfare, insurance, room and 
board for the week. Qualifications for 
participation include a valid passport, 
willingness to teach conversational 
English, flexibility, and the ability to 
walk moderate distances while carrying 
one’s luggage. Trip members may 
qualify for a Workman Trust mission 
grant. 

The first trip deadline is Jan. 
15. For an application or more 
information visit www.igrc.org/
hungary or contact the trip leader, Ken 
Hutchens, at brokenhutchens@gmail.
com. 

Illinois Great Rivers missioners 
have taught conversational English as 

part of a mission partnership with the 
Pest UMC of Budapest, Hungary, since 
2014. In June of 2019 six Americans 
from three IGRC churches taught high 
school students at the Schola Europa 
for a week. The school was recently 
turned over to the United Methodist 
church of Hungary for administration. 

Previous groups had taught 
conversational English at the Forrai 
School and the Pest UMC church. The 
English camp experience provides 
students with a valuable life tool, 
connects the students more closely 
with the church, and creates an 
opportunity to share faith in Jesus 
Christ. Along with classroom time the 
week was filled with outings with the 
students around the beautiful city of 
Budapest, joint worship, and fellowship 
with the people of Pest UMC.

2020 Budapest mission 
trip dates announced

United Methodist pens first book at 104 years old
BY KUDZAI CHINGWE

CHITUNGWIZA, Zimbabwe (UM News)  – 
She is a mother of eight, a grandmother, human 
rights activist, teacher, preacher, pastor’s wife and the 
only surviving founding member of Rukwadzano 
RweWadzimai, the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area’s 
women’s organization.

Now, 104-year-old Martha Mudzengerere can 
add author to that list.

 “Granny” Mudzengerere launched her debut 
book, Old Time Religion, at a colorful ceremony 
Nov. 10 attended by United Methodist church 
leaders, friends and relatives.

“When I was told of this launch,” Mudzengerere 
said, “I was gripped with fear and excitement. 
I started shivering and broke into tears. I never 
expected people to be interested in reading my book.”

She was motivated to write the book after 
realizing that there was very little United Methodist 
history documented in her church.

“A lot of information is getting lost or people 
are dying without documenting it. With my age now 
104, I have witnessed a lot, which should not go to 
graves.”

The Rev. Alan Masimba Gurupira, 
administrative assistant to Bishop Eben K. 
Nhiwatiwa, who presided over the launch, said the 
book is an important tool for church members.

“Our faith is strengthened as we operate from 
our roots, enabling members to realize the future 
with hope,” he said.

Mudzengerere has been inspiring young women 
with her passion for activism. As a young woman in 
the colonial era, she fought for the rights of women 
and children.

“My achievement in education did not come on 
a silver platter. I fought my way out with the help of 
my mother, hence the need to do for others,” she said.

In 1968, she said, she wrote the Ministry 
of Education on behalf of the African Women 
Fellowship of the Rhodesia Conference of the 
Methodist Church, expressing great concern for 
the inadequate education opportunities for African 
children.

“Children who completed Grade 7 were unable 
to continue their education. These children were too 
young to seek employment and desperately needed 
to be in school … We wanted equal opportunity for 
Rhodesian Africans and Rhodesian Europeans,” she 
said.

She also fought against the rising prices of basic 
necessities and the division of power in the country.

“I wanted blacks to occupy senior positions in 
government because the country belonged to us, not 
colonial masters,” she said.

Mudzengerere was among the founding 
members of the popular women’s group Rukwadzano 
RweWadzimai, which was established in 1938 under 
the leadership of Mbuya Lydia Chimonyo. She also 
helped develop the group’s mountain prayer shrine 
and assisted in designing the organization’s uniform 
— the women are known for their signature blue 
dresses with red collars and white headdresses.

The women’s organization now has more than 
20,000 members. Mudzengerere served as conference 
chairperson for 10 years and was an adviser after 
that. Her role with the organization allowed her to 
travel to different countries, said Evamae Katedza, 
Zimbabwe East Conference adviser.

“Granny Mudzengerere’s leadership in church 
has been superb. … She stood for the voiceless in the 
church and society,” said Katedza.

Zimbabwe East Conference Board of 
Discipleship chairperson, the Rev. Gift Kudakwashe 
Machinga, expressed joy on Mudzengerere’s 
achievement as author.

“There is high demand for teaching material 
in the church as the church encourages a culture 
of reading … Each circuit is encouraged to have 
a library for research by preachers, pastors and 
congregants, (so there is) the need to write books to 
motivate others.

“I believe this book will uplift the spirit of 
many. People should go back to the root and give 

themselves time to pray to God. Let us have at least 
10 days of praying away from home and miracles will 
be realized,” she said.

Mudzengerere said God appeared to her when 
she was a girl and she committed her life to him.

“Now, I can stand firm telling you about the 
goodness of God. Since the work I wrote is of God, 
the proceeds will go to the church to beef up the 
project of writing books,” she said.

Viola Mutema, Rukwadzano RweWadzimai 
evangelism committee member, said she learned 
many lessons from Mudzengerere. 

“Granny taught us to fast, have ample time with 
God and to have an early morning prayer (rumuko) 
around 4 a.m. Before praying, one has to make a true 
confession to allow the Holy Spirit to enter.”

She thanked Mudzengerere for sharing her 
wisdom with other women.

“We appreciate the legacy you left to the 
women’s organization. You were selfless, hence you 
wrote this book, which teaches, advises and guides 
us,” she said.

Muzengerere was overwhelmed by the support.
“Today is my great day,” she said, as she 

autographed the first copies of her book, which were 
sold to the highest bidders.

She plans to write another book on child abuse 
and how the church can help combat it.

Angel Zisengwe, her fourth-born child, said she 
was thankful to her parents for nurturing her and her 
siblings in a God-fearing family.

“We are proud of our mother, who opens her 
mouth with wisdom.”

Granddaughter Vienna Zisengwe — one of 67 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren — said she is 
inspired by her grandmother’s legacy.

“We are so excited about this (book) initiative 
and we are inspired by her … at her age producing 
such a masterpiece. I am just overwhelmed by her 
work,” Zisengwe said.

Mudzengerere said people have been asking 
about the secret behind her longevity.

“The secret is surrendering my life to Christ. 
Whatever I do, I put God first,” Mudzengerere said. 
“As we were growing up my father was a cook and we 
got good guidance to good eating and exercising at 
an early age. … No smoking, no drinking of alcohol.

“Lastly, keeping your life busy, smiling and 
forgiving others, despite harsh hardships. (Do that 
and) you will live long.”

(Chingwe is a communicator for the Zimbabwe East 
Conference.)

Struggling Ghana church seeks support
BY E. JULU SWEN

BUDUBURAM, Ghana (UM News) – Buduburam United 
Methodist Church in Ghana is in danger of closing if leaders 
who helped establish the church fail to act quickly, said the 
Rev. James Y. Kaifunbah, pastor in charge.
“Though we are called United Methodist Church, we are 
operating alone in what we think of as a global connection,” 
he said. “The extinction of this church would mean the end 
of United Methodism in Ghana.”
United Methodists who fled Liberia during the civil war in 
the 1990s established Buduburam United Methodist Church 
in 1994 at what was formerly the Liberian Refugees Camp.
Considered part of the Monrovia District in Liberia, the 
church reported to the Liberia Conference. Although still 
part of the conference, the church receives no administra-
tive or financial assistance, Kaifunbah said.
Buduburam United Methodist Church is the only United 
Methodist church in Ghana, he said. In its early days, the 
church was holding two services on Sundays with a preach-

ing site called Krisan Refugees United Methodist Church in 
the western region of Ghana. Today, the church barely man-
ages to bring 50 people together during a regular worship 
service.
“The highest number of attendants we can get on a pro-
gram Sunday, such Father’s or Mother’s Day, is 50 persons,” 
Kaifunbah said.
The Rev. George D. Wilson, director of council on connec-
tional ministries and the strategic commission for The United 
Methodist Church in Liberia, said the Liberia Conference has 
not supported the church over the years or done ministry 
with Buduburam United Methodist Church.
“The church is a potential steppingstone for the establish-
ment of The United Methodist Church in Ghana,” Wilson said.
Kaifunbah said the church also lost its school more than 10 
years ago. The school was established in 2004 as a source 
of expanding the mission of The United Methodist Church 
in Ghana. The church was unable to maintain the school 
after many Liberians returned home and leaders could not 

secure Ghanaian partnerships in running the school.   
Kaifunbah told United Methodist News that he and his 
members are left alone to sustain the church.
“Since Bishop John G. Innis negotiated the deal for the 
Methodist Church of Ghana to take over this church in 
2007, we have been left in the cold,” he said.
Despite those negotiations, authorities of the Methodist 
Church in Ghana have said Buduburam United Methodist 
Church cannot fit into their system. “They said we don’t 
have legal status for us to be absorbed into their church 
system,” Kaifunbah said.
He said it is his hope that denomination can come together 
to turn Buduburam United Methodist Church into a mission 
station, which could be used for the expansion of the church 
in the West African country.
The church’s mission station in Guinea is an example of 
what could be done in Ghana, Kaifunbah said.
(Swen is a communicator in Liberia.)
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Go to www.igrc.org/umrc 
to access the online catalog.

Questions, comments? 
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org 

or 217-529-2744

#105092 Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's  
 Guide to Holy Week (6 sessions)
#107119 Grace of Les Miserables (6 sessions)
#107099 Great Reversal: The Life and Death  
 and Life of Jesus (9 sessions)
#113085 Made for a Miracle: From Your Ordinary  
 to God's Extraordinary (6 sessions)
#116110 Passion Play: Living the Story  
 of Christ's Last Days (6 sessions)
#123116 Walk: Five Essential Practices of  
 the Christian Life (6 sessions)
#123103 What Makes a Hero? The Death-Defying  
 Ministry of Jesus (6 sessions)
#123115 Why Easter Matters (4 sessions)
#123104 With Jesus in the Upper Room (7 sessions)

Lenten books:
#819182    Because of This I Rejoice: Reading Philippians  
 During Lent (up to 12 copies available)
#819183 Divine Friendship: Reflections for Lent  
 (up to 12 copies available)
#819134 We Are Beloved: A Lenten Journey  
 with Protestant Prayer Beads  
 (up to 12 copies available)

Other DVD studies:
#106097    Faithful and Inclusive: 
 The Bible, Sexuality  
 and The United Methodist 
 Church (6 sessions)
#121032    Unfailing: Standing Strong  
 on God's Promises in the  
 Uncertainties of Life 
  (8 sessions)

Resources available to borrow from the UMRC!
Here are just a few new resources in the collection!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

DVD Lenten studies for adults:

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER

QUINCY – Chaddock School has published its second 
book, Raising the Challenging Child: How to Minimize 
Meltdowns, Reduce Conflict, and Increase Cooperation, 
and can be found on Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, 
and ChristianBook.com, among others. The book is 
authored by Chaddock Director of Program Strategy 
Karen Doyle Buckwalter and Chaddock President and 
CEO Debbie Reed.
Based on Chaddock’s years of successful experience 
providing hope and healing to struggling children and 
families from across the United States, Raising the 
Challenging Child is designed for a broad audience of 
parents, grandparents, childcare providers, and others 
involved in raising children. Real life examples and 
experiences are mixed with professional research 
findings and Christian principles to form a book that 
will be a valuable resource for anyone who loves a 
child.
A free study guide for Christian parents, caregivers, 
small groups, church groups, and Sunday School classes 
has also been developed, aligning each of the principles 
in the book with scripture. The study guide is specially 

designed to be used by small groups in a structured, 
easy to follow format, and is the perfect complement 
for helping understand and discuss the book’s insights.
More information about Raising the Challenging Child, 
including a brief promotional video with the authors, 
can be found at www.raisingthechallengingchild.com. 
Chaddock's first book, Attachment Theory in Action, 
which was published less than two years ago, has made 
a tremendous impact with mental health professionals, 
educators and clergy throughout the world. A 
dedicated Facebook group has formed, composed of 
over 7,000 professionals representing 42 countries. A 
weekly podcast series, hosted by Buckwalter, co-editor 
of the book, has featured some of the most renowned 
thought leaders in the field, and averages over 2,000 
viewers world-wide each week.
A series of national training opportunities for 
professionals based on the principles in Attachment 
Theory In Action is underway, presented by Buckwalter 
and Josh Carlson, Director of The Knowledge Center 
at Chaddock, are scheduled for Charlotte N.C., Seattle 
Wash., and Phoenix Ariz. in 2020. 

Wedding in hospital proves to be sacred ground for couple
BY SARAH DIERKER
Chaplain, BJC Alton Memorial Hospital

ALTON – “Hi, Chaplain. We’ve got a bit of an 
interesting situation up here on the unit. Would 
you be able to come to my office for a minute?” 

If I had a nickel for every time I heard a 
version of that statement and question coming 
out of the other end of the phone I’d have too 
many nickels to count. In this case, it was one of 
the hospital’s nurse managers who had requested 
a visit. Instinctively I knew that whatever had 
happened was something unique. 

As I closed my office door and took the 
elevator up to the unit, I wondered it was that 
required my assistance. In a hospital, “a bit of an 
interesting situation” could mean literally anything. 
Would it be a patient who was critically ill and near 
death, with their grieving family filling the room? 
Was somebody in emotional distress? Did a patient 
get a new diagnosis? Was a nurse, patient care 
technician, or other staff member having a hard 
time dealing with the stress that is so engrained 
into the daily life of working in a hospital? 

When someone asks for the hospital chaplain, 
it’s usually because they need a listening ear and 
a few words of comfort in the midst of a difficult 
situation. So you can imagine my surprise when, 
after I sat down in the nurse manager’s office, she 
asked me: 

“Can you officiate a marriage?”
“A marriage?” I asked, surprised, “Who’s 

getting married?”
“A patient here on the floor is having some 

trouble with insurance. He and his fiancée are 
planning on getting married in a month anyway, 
but if they could be legally married now it would 
save a lot of headache and stress for them. So what 

do you say?”
After I met with the couple, heard their 

story, and received the go-ahead from my district 
superintendent, I agreed to perform the wedding. 

Because I’m provisional clergy, I was allowed 
to perform the wedding as long as the patient had 
not yet been discharged from the hospital. The 
patient’s fiancée got a wedding license and we 
held a last-minute hospital wedding on his day of 
discharge. The couple and I met in the morning to 
plan their service. We chose the liturgies and they 
shared with me the Scriptures they had already 
chosen for their ceremony that would be in a few 
months. I recruited the hospital communications 
director to serve as the wedding photographer and 
liturgist. 

I took on the role of both presiding minister 
and caterer, as I ran to the cafeteria to buy a slice of 
strawberry cheesecake. After all, what is a wedding 
without some form of wedding cake? The nurse 
manager volunteered to be the videographer and 
florist as she visited the gift shop and procured 
some fresh flowers to make a bridal bouquet. 
Our roles assigned, we gathered together with the 
couple in the chapel to celebrate a marriage. 

Making do with what we had, we were able to 
throw together a last-minute wedding and provide 
a bright spot of happiness and joy in the midst of a 
place that is so often a setting of struggle and grief.  
In fact, it was such an unusual and celebratory 
occasion for the staff that we jokingly declared 
the patient to be “discharged pending marriage.” 
After the couple signed their license and enjoyed 
their cake, we snipped the patient’s wrist band 
and officially discharged him from the hospital. 
The celebratory atmosphere was contagious. We 
laughed and celebrated together as the camera 

shutter clicked away.
I have not been a chaplain for very long, but 

I know that this is an event I will never forget. 
Not only is it sentimental because it was the first 
wedding I ever officiated, but as I reflect on that 
day I am overwhelmed at how profound and 
sacred this calling is. The life-altering moments 
that occur in a hospital, the tragedies, the new 
diagnoses, the births, the deaths, and yes, even the 
weddings, are when humanity in all its raw beauty 
is put on display. 

There have been times when the hospital 
room’s floor has become holy ground, and I can 
sense a small glimmer of what Moses must have 
felt when he beheld the burning bush. It is in these 
moments that you and I, through support of the 
Golden Cross Ministries, are able to communicate 
the love and compassion of Christ to people who 
are in the middle of the most vulnerable moments 
of their lives. 

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, 
for the love and generosity you share through 
your contributions to the Golden Cross fund. 
You enable Alton Memorial Chaplaincy and the 
other Golden Cross Ministries to be places of holy 
ground. 

Through you, we are able to be the hands 
and feet of Christ to people in need all across the 
Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference. Through 
you, Golden Cross Ministries are empowered to 
be “the church beyond the doors.” If you want to 
learn more, request a speaker to visit your church, 
or find resources for you to use in your worship 
service, you can find all of that information and 
more at www.igrc.org/goldencross.

Chaddock publishes new book
Conference News

BY STEVE GRANADOSIN
Spoon River District Superintendent

Our brothers and sisters from the Bicol Annual Confer-
ence, in the Mindanao Episcopal Area of the United Meth-
odist Church in the Philippines and the people in their 
mission field have been devasted by the power of the 
Super Typhoon Kammuri (Tisoy), flattening even houses 
and buildings made out of cinder blocks, and killing 17. 
Winds reaching 220 kilometers per hour uprooted 
trees and power poles rendering the area without 
power, cellphones and internet services since Dec. 2. 
Vast areas are flooded. Roads are impassable so food 
and supplies may take days to get there. 
Many of the churches have been damaged. We are 
receiving reports from two United Methodist Districts 
that have been devastated. Many of those who have lost 
their homes belong to the churches that had partnered 
with our own Volunteers in Mission teams from Illinois 
Great Rivers for more than two years. Many of those 
who lost their homes and property are active United 
Methodists in the region. We continue to pray for safety, 
courage and resilience for our church in Bicol, Philippines 
as they continue to minister to their communities even 
as they themselves suffer through much loss.
These are the times when God speaks to us and pushes 
us to do “miracle acts” by pooling our resources to-
gether to encourage and equip our brothers and sisters 
who work for God’s Kingdom, and to empower them 
to be a blessing to the people they minister to. We, as a 
denomination, can show the world that our love for God 
and love for people brings us together to selflessly give 
of ourselves and to help others in their time of need. 

Bishop Frank Beard’s office, as well as, the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center are giving assistance. 
However, your help is still much-needed. I urge you, 
to give toward relief for our brothers and sisters in 
the Philippines. Together as the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference we can make a great difference. Please 
send donations to: Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
P. O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207. Please 
note Conference Advance Special 7020 – Philippines 
Partnership. Please contact Steve Granadosin if you 

have questions or need further information.
We thank you in advance for your generosity and com-
passion. In the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (chapter 
2), despite having to undergo a long, arduous journey, 
James, Cephas, and John met with Paul and Barnabas to 
shake hands in agreement to help the Gentile churches 
and the poor.” So also we are glad that we can be in 
partnership to help our brothers and sisters in the 
Philippines. It is our testimony to God’s faithfulness to 
provide. To God be the glory!

ASSISTANCE NEEDED IN TYPHOON TISOY AFTERMATH
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Let Preachers’ Aid help you with your financial planning in 2020.

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

See us about estate planning, gift annuities, and on-going contributions.

wise men 

and women 

still seek him..


