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Education for Mission 

PILGRIM JOURNEY: A HISTORY OF PILGRIMAGE IN THE WESTERN WORLD (819139)   Author: 

Harpur, James.   Pilgrimage was born and grew, blossoming in the Middle Ages, and faltering in subsequent centuries 

— only to re-emerge stronger than before. In this book, learn about pilgrim routes and sacred destinations, the people 

making the journey, challenges of travel, spiritual motivations and rewards, and traditional stages of pilgrimage — 

preparation, departure, journey, arrival at the shrine, and return home. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Education for 

Mission   Age: Adult.   202 Pages.    

WHEN OTHERS SHUDDERED: EIGHT WOMEN WHO REFUSED TO GIVE UP (819138)   Author: Janosz, 

Jamie.   Learn about eight women (Fanny Crosby, Mary McLeod Bethune, Nettie McCormick, Sarah Dunn Clarke, 

Emma Dryer, Virginia Asher, Evangeline Booth and Amanda Berry Smith) who were called to serve God and change 

the world. Their stories inspire us to follow God’s calling in our own lives and teach us that each individual person can 

make a difference. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Education for Mission   Age: High school - Adult.   206 Pages.    

 

Leadership Development 

TEACHING OUTSIDE THE BOX: FIVE APPROACHES TO OPENING THE BIBLE WITH YOUTH 

(817228)   Author: Zirschky, Andrew.   Andrew Zirschky invites you to go on a journey with Jeremy Bevins, a fictional 

youth worker who discovers five unique approaches to teaching Scripture with the help of wise octogenarian, Seymour 

Mathetai. Weaving Jeremy's story with his personal insights, the author provides vivid explanations and examples of 

each teaching style: instructional, community of faith, interpretive, liberation, and contemplative. Larger than average 

print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Leadership Development   Age: Adult.   157 Pages.    

VITAL VOICES: THE POWER OF WOMEN LEADING CHANGE AROUND THE WORLD 

(815011)   Author: Nelson, Alyse.   Stories of women around the world who are using their leadership to improve the 

lives of others. Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Leadership 

Development   Age: Adult.   272 Pages.    
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WHICH WAY, LORD? EXPLORING YOUR LIFE'S PURPOSE IN THE JOURNEYS OF PAUL 

(123105)   Author: Fuquay, Rob.   As Christians, we hunger to live out God’s purpose for our lives. But how do we 

know we are moving in the right direction? This study will help you understand God’s desire for your life by  unpacking 

your experiences alongside those of the apostle Paul.  Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: 

Leadership Development   Age: Adult.   76 Minutes.    

 

Nurturing for Community 

#RUHOOKED: TEENS AND SOCIAL MEDIA (819154)   Author: Smith, Jonathan.   For Teens and The People 

Who Care About Them. This faith-focused paperback booklet is about helping teens think (or think differently) about 

how they use social media. It is a great resource for parents, teachers, pastors, youth group leaders, or anyone who cares 

about teens and social media. Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Nurturing for Community - 

suitable for youth   Age: Middle school - Adult.   40 Pages.    

AGING OF AQUARIUS: IGNITING PASSION AND PURPOSE AS AN ELDER (819149)   Author: Wilkes, 

Helen.   Your career has wound down, the kids have moved out and your schedule is clear . . . for the next 30 years. 

Now, with the rest of your life ahead, you can make this next stage of your life the most powerful yet. But where to 

start? Helen Wilkes, a retired professor and activist, takes readers on an inspiring journey to find renewed purpose in 

retirement, helping readers as they transition to a post-work identity. Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading 

Program: Nurturing for Community   Age: Adult.   188 Pages.    

END OF THE ISLAND: FINDING LIFE IN THE MOVEMENTS OF HUMAN SUFFERING, PAIN, AND 

LOSS (819152)   Author: Tucker, Jeffrey.   An old man on an island seeks answers to his pain and loss. The journey 

takes unexpected turns as he learns new ways to walk and to live in the midst of his pain. Fresh, creative, and 

provocative, this highly readable book offers thought-provoking and transforming ideas for people of every walk of life 

and faith. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Nurturing for Community   Age: Adult.   156 Pages.    

GLORY HAPPENING: FINDING THE DIVINE IN EVERYDAY PLACES (819151)   Author: Curtice, 

Kaitlin.   These stories and prayers will remind you to take a closer look, find the magical beauty in everyday 

experiences, and live deeply in every moment, expecting that something good will find you. Once you experience glory, 

you have words to speak, a prayer to pray, and a story to tell. And so glory grows from person to person and community 

is created in the reality that God is in our midst. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Nurturing for 

Community   Age: Adult.   192 Pages.    

HEARTBEAT OF A MOTHER: ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE LIFELONG JOURNEY (819141)   Author: 

Rubietta, Jane.   Many mothers experience the joy, laughter and hope of parenting — and yet are riddled with shame, 

doubt, guilt and anxiety because of their past and fear of the future. Through discipleship and intimate fellowship, 

mothers of all ages will enjoy diving into this six-week group study that provides interactive vulnerability and truth. 

*2020 UMW Reading Program: Nurturing for Community   Age: Adult.   223 Pages.    

OWEN AND ELEANOR MOVE IN (819166)   Author: Bouwman, H. M.   When eight-year-old Eleanor moves into 

a duplex with her family, she is not happy. Her old home was way better. In her old home, she didn’t have to share a 

bedroom with her big sister. Owen, age seven, is excited when Eleanor moves in — finally, someone to play with who 

isn’t his little brother! They become friends. But when Eleanor asks Owen to help her escape back to her old house, he’s 

not sure what to do. LARGE PRINT *2020 UMW Reading Program: Nurturing for Community - suitable for 

children   Age: Elementary.   133 Pages.    

TILLY AND THE CRAZY EIGHTS (819140)   Author: Smith, Monique Gray.   Tilly impulsively agrees to drive 

eight elders on their ultimate bucket-list road trip. This adventure with “the Crazy Eights” will transform them all in 

ways they could not predict. The Crazy Eights each choose a stop on the way to their ultimate destination, the Gathering 



of Nations Pow Wow in Albuquerque. The trip proves to be powerful medicine as they laugh, heal, argue and dream 

along the way. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Nurturing for Community   Age: High school - Adult.   218 Pages.    

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? (819147)   Author: Levine, Amy-Jill and Sasso, Sandy Eisenberg.   A full-color hardback 

book. Blues and Yellows just don’t mix, and that’s how it’s always been. No one remembers why. But then comes the 

day Midnight Blue takes a tumble along the road. His friends Navy and Powder Blue don’t even stop to help! It’s only 

when Yellow comes along that everything changes—forever. Illustrated by Denise Turu. LARGE PRINT *2020 UMW 

Reading Program: Nurturing for Community - suitable for children   Age: Preschool - Elementary.   29 Pages.    

WOMEN UNITED FOR CHANGE: 150 YEARS IN MISSION (819158)   Author: Blue, Ellen.   Explore and 

celebrate the history of United Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations. Despite serious resistance from 

churchmen, our foremothers formed foreign missionary societies and home missionary societies and helped establish 

the deaconess program. As United Methodist Women celebrates its 150th anniversary, members can step out with 

creative ministries because the women who came before them laid a strong foundation. Larger than average print. *2018 

UMW Reading Program Bonus Book: 2 Nurturing for Community   Age: High school - Adult.   132 Pages.    

 

Social Action 

CAGE WITHOUT BARS (819142)   Author: Dublin, Anne.   It is 1492 and Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of 

Spain have signed the Edict of Expulsion, giving Jews three months to leave the country. After escaping to Portugal 

with their parents, 12-year-old Joseph and his sister Gracia, along with hundreds of other Jewish children, are kidnapped 

and enslaved on an island off the coast of West Africa, where they are forcibly baptized and made to work on a sugar 

plantation. Joseph holds to the hope that one day he will be free. Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading 

Program: Social Action - suitable for youth   Age: Middle school – High school.   129 Pages.    

FIG TREE REVOLUTION: UNLEASHING LOCAL CHURCHES INTO THE MISSION OF JUSTICE 

(819159)   Author: Mefford, Bill.   This inspirational book has practical steps to mobilize believers in grassroots efforts 

and help local churches engage in the transformative work of justice. The locus of God’s change is through believers 

immersed in relationships with those impacted by injustice. It is based on the first four chapters of Esther and drawn 

from real stories of people creating change. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social Action   Age: Adult.   130 Pages.    

HOLDING UP YOUR CORNER: GUIDED CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE (108062)   Author: Johnson, F. 

Willis.   This book equips church leaders to respond to crises with confidence, lower their inhibitions about addressing 

race, and transform their communities by reclaiming their authority as prophetic witnesses and leaders.  The practical, 

foundational guidance will prompt readers to observe, identify and name the complex causes of violence and hatred in 

their communities.  Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social Action   Age: Adult.    

MIDNIGHT TEACHER: LILLY ANN GRANDERSON AND HER SECRET SCHOOL (819145)   Author: 

Halfmann, Janet.   A full-color hardback book. In 19th century Mississippi, it was illegal for enslaved people to learn to 

read and write. But this did not stop Lilly Ann Granderson, an enslaved person who started a midnight school and 

taught hundreds of her peers to do so. Many shared their knowledge and others forged passes to escape to freedom. 

Based on a true story, this book is an inspiring testament to a little-known pioneer in education. Larger than average 

print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social Action - suitable for children   Age: Elementary.   36 Pages.    

SIX BY TEN: STORIES FROM SOLITARY (819148)   Author: Pendergrass, Taylor; Hoke, Mateo, editors.   An 

estimated 80,000 Americans are held in solitary confinement across the country, often in cells no bigger than six by ten 

feet, with 24 hours per day of little or no meaningful human contact. This book shares first-person narratives of 

prisoners, family members, and corrections officers and explores the mental, physical and spiritual impacts of 

America’s wide-spread embrace of this punishment. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social 

Action   Age: Adult.   282 Pages.    



THEY WILL INHERIT THE EARTH: PEACE AND NONVIOLENCE IN A TIME OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

(819165)   Author: Dear, John.   At his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus makes the connection between our practice of 

nonviolence and our unity with creation. From that, this book extrapolates that our rejection of nonviolence is inevitably 

linked to the catastrophic effects of climate change and environmental ruin. These personal stories of John Dear’s life 

and work invite us to return to nonviolence as a way of life and a living solidarity with earth and its creatures. *2020 

UMW Reading Program: Social Action   Age: Adult.   160 Pages.    

WATER WALKER / NIBI EMOSAAWDANG (819185)   Author: Robertson, Joanne; Williams, Shirley; Toulouse, 

Isadore.   A full-color paperback book. An Ojibwe grandmother (nokomis) loves nibi (water). No-komis walks to raise 

awareness of our need to protect nibi for future generations and for all life on the planet. She and others have walked 

around all the Great Lakes from the four salt waters, or oceans, to Lake Superior. The walks are full of challenges, and 

by her example she challenges us to take responsibility for protecting our water and to protect our planet for all 

generations. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social Action - suitable for children   Age: Elementary - 

Adult.   38 Pages.    

WE KISS THEM WITH RAIN (819153)   Author: Ntshingila, Futhi.   Life wasn’t always this hard for 14-year-old 

Mvelo. There were good times living with her mother and her mother’s boyfriend. Now her mother is dying of AIDS, 

and what happened to Mvelo is the elephant in the room. In this modern-day Shakespeare-style comedy set in a squatter 

camp outside Durban, South Africa, appearances are a façade and the things that are revealed provide Mvelo with a 

golden opportunity to change her fate. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social Action - suitable for youth   Age: Middle 

school – High school.   148 Pages.    

WHAT COMES WITH THE DUST: A NOVEL (819143)   Author: Mustafa, Gharbi.   This slim, profound novel 

illuminates the plight of those living under the Islamic State as well as the spirit of the Yazidi people — similar to how 

The Kite Runner and The Swallows of Kabuldid shed light on the Taliban regime. It tells the story of Yazidi women 

Nazo and Soz as they fight to survive. Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social 

Action   Age: Adult.   189 Pages.    

WHERE WILL I LIVE? (819146)   Author: McCarney, Rosemary.   A full-color hardback book. This stunning photo 

essay with images from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees examines the thousands of children 

around the world who have been forced to flee war, terror, hunger and natural disasters. The images will help unaffected 

children understand not only what this must feel like but also how very lucky they are. The final message is that 

children, even with uncertain futures, are resilient and can face uncertainty with optimism. LARGE PRINT. *2020 

UMW Reading Program: Social Action - suitable for children   Age: Preschool - Elementary.   23 Pages.    

WHO LYNCHED WILLIE EARLE? PREACHING TO CONFRONT RACISM (819169)   Author: Willimon, 

William H.   How do white, Protestant pastors preach effectively on racial violence? How do you address crucial 

contemporary social crises when it’s simply not possible to relate to black pain? This true story of pastor Hawley 

Lynn’s 1947 sermon, a response to the last lynching in Greenville, South Carolina, will help pastors preach on race and 

violence in America, inviting and challenging the church to respond. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Social 

Action   Age: Adult.   138 Pages.    

 

Spiritual Growth 

40 DAYS WITH WESLEY (819160)   Author: Job, Rueben.   This 40-day Lenten devotional experience weaves 

inspiration-al readings on faith and prayer with quotes and excerpts from John Wesley, founder of Methodism. *2020 

UMW Reading Program: Spiritual Growth   Age: High school - Adult.   205 Pages.    

EASTER STORIES: CLASSIC TALES FOR THE HOLY SEASON (816009)   Author: LeBlanc, Miriam, 

editor.   An anthology of short stories that illumine the true meaning of Easter. Includes: 'The White Lily' by Jane Tyson 

Clement; 'The Coming of the King' by Laura Richards; 'How Donkeys Got the Spirit of Contradiction' by Andre 



Trocme; 'The Church of the Washing of the Feet' by Alan Paton; 'Stories from the Cotton Patch Gospel' by Clarence 

Jordan; 'Saint Veronica's Kerchief' by Selma Lagerlof; 'The Way of the Cross' by Lew Wallace; 'Robin Redbreast' by 

Selma Lagerlof; 'The Atonement' by Ludwig von Gerdtell; 'The Flaming Heart of Danko' by Maxim Gorky; 'John' by 

Elizabeth Goudge; 'The Legend of Christophorus' by Hans Thoma; 'Robert of Sicily' by Sara Con Bryant; 'Two Old 

Men' by Leo Tolstoy; 'The Golden Egg' by Ivy Bolton; 'The Case of Rachoff' by Karl Josef Friedrich; 'The Deserted 

Mine' by Ruth Sawyer; 'The Student' by Anton Chekhov; 'A Dust Rag for Easter Eggs' by Claire Huchet Bishop; 'The 

Barge-Master's Easter' by J. W. Ooms; 'The Ragman' by Walter Wangerin Jr.; 'Easter Under a Park Bench' by Kirk 

Wareham; 'The Death of the Lizard' by C. S. Lewis; 'Mary's Child' by The Brothers Grimm; 'The King and Death' by 

Ger Koopman; 'The Selfish Giant' by Oscar Wilde; from 'The Everlasting Mercy' by John Masefield. Larger than 

average print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Spiritual Growth   Age: Adult.   374 Pages.    

GOD UNBOUND: WISDOM FROM GALATIANS FOR THE ANXIOUS CHURCH (819163)   Author: Heath, 

Elaine.   Just as Paul led the Galatians through a radical cultural change to expand their view of God, themselves and the 

church’s mission, Christians are challenged to do the same today. Elaine Heath urges the church to boldly follow the 

Holy Spirit’s leadership beyond buildings and programs and to join what Jesus is doing in the world. *2020 UMW 

Reading Program: Spiritual Growth   Age: Adult.   107 Pages.    

RAISING WORLD CHANGERS IN A CHANGING WORLD (819155)   Author: Welch, Kristen.   How One 

Family Discovered the Beauty of Sacrifice and the Joy of Giving. This inspiring book shows parents how to discover 

and instill in their kids the profound joy of sharing our gifts — our time, our talents, and even our money — with those 

who have less. Through powerful personal stories as well as Scripture, Kristen Welch offers a tantalizing, powerful 

alternative to status-quo parenting. At the end of each chapter, Welch’s kids offer their perspective on what it’s like to 

be raised as a world changer. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Spiritual Growth   Age: Adult.   200 Pages.    

RESIST AND PERSIST: FAITH AND THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY (819174)   Author: Wathen, Erin.   “Jesus 

was a feminist,” writes senior pastor Erin Wathen in this frank book about the many ways patriarchal Christianity 

affects women’s lives. Looking at society and Christianity through a feminist and antiracist lens, Wathen mounts 

powerful arguments about why it’s essential to raise children as feminists and offers discussion questions. This 

trenchant book is a much-needed resource for 21st-century Christian feminism. *2020 UMW Reading Program: 

Spiritual Growth   Age: Adult.   171 Pages.    

WATCHER: INSPIRED BY PSALM 121 (819144)   Author: Grimes, Nikki.   A full-color hardback book. Jordan 

lives in fear of Tanya, the class bully. But Tanya has worries of her own. It seems impossible that Jordan and Tanya 

could be anything other than enemies, but the Lord guides them along a path that might just help them to understand 

one another. Author Nikki Grimes masterfully transforms the words of a Psalm 121 into a poem of compassion, 

friendship and faith. Illustrated by Bryan Collier. Larger than average print. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Spiritual 

Growth - suitable for children   Age: Elementary -  Middle school.   40 Pages.    

WE PRAY WITH HER: ENCOURAGEMENT FOR ALL WOMEN WHO LEAD (818161)   Author: Peck-

McClain; Trexler; Tyler; Boyer; Sullivan.   This collection of 100 prayers and short devotions written by women (and 

which speaks to both women and men) explores the themes of call, struggle, courage, resistance, and persistence. *2020 

UMW Reading Program: Spiritual Growth   Age: Adult.   242 Pages.    

WORKING CLASS RAGE: A FIELD GUIDE TO WHITE ANGER AND PAIN (819164)   Author: Sample, 

Tex.   Resisting white supremacy demands a richer understanding of white working-class pain and anger. When we 

believe the stereotypes about this demographic, we as pastors and church leaders cannot effectively communicate the 

Good News of Jesus. This reliable and reader-friendly guide reveals the realities of a group that feels their suffering and 

anger have been denied, ignored, and misunderstood while offering a way forward for partnerships that will enhance the 

lives of working-class Americans. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Spiritual Growth   Age: Adult.   170 Pages.    

WRITINGS OF JOHN WESLEY (819167)   Author: Beasley-Topliffe, Keith, editor.   This book includes selections 

from Wesley’s journals, sermons and books, offering a clear picture of the spiritual vitality that ignited a movement and 

continues to transform lives. *2020 UMW Reading Program: Spiritual Growth   Age: High school - Adult.   80 Pages.    


