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The Newsletter of the  

Illinois Great Rivers Conference United The Bridge 

Inside this 

issue: 

Hello members, supporters and friends of United Methodist Women.   Our 

hearts and prayers go out to you and everyone navigating the challenging 

“new normal” of the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic.  We hope that you 

continue to follow issued guidance/orders from the Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) and government leaders to protect yourselves and 

prevent the spread of the coronavirus.   

District leadership teams worked diligently preparing for spring meetings/

celebrations scheduled in April.   Out of an abundance of caution, they had to 

make the difficult decision to postpone the meetings/celebrations.  Now, they 

are trying again; and, we look forward to seeing you at the re-scheduled face-

to-face gatherings. 

While we adjust to the “new normal” of staying at home and practicing social 

distancing, we need to stay connected to each other - members of local units, 

districts, the conference; and, mission institutions, supporters, friends, and 

churches as well.  We can do it by telephone, email, conference calls, our gifts 

and any other way you can innovatively create.  

Together, we are the collective strength of United Methodist Women.  We 

continue the work of women organized for mission. For example, United 

Methodist Women have been making facemasks for Cunningham Children’s 

Home and hospitals. We are committed to staying engaged and supportive of 

services /policies making life better for women, children and youth around the 

globe. 

President 

Camille McCaskill 
601 Raintree Drive, Shiloh, IL 62221 

(618)236-1066 cmccask@att.net 

This SPECIAL EDITION of The Bridge has been sent to provide updated  
information in light of the current social distancing precautions being taken in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Information was current at the time of 
publication, but as conditions change quickly parts may be outdated by the 

time you read this.  
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Although we are experiencing what we have never known, we must be resolved that God will take 

care of us and take us through it.  We ask that you join us in praying for the sick, men and women 

working to meet our essential needs, furloughed workers, health caregivers, first responders and 

medical researchers.    

You are not alone.  May God continue to bless you and your families. 

Blessings and Peace, 
Camille 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 
of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through 

Continued from page 1 

Members and Friends of the IGRC, 

Thank you all for the many and varied ideas you are generating as a response to the COVID-19 

Pandemic. Thank you for the seriousness that you continue to give to this deadly disease. 

I do want to remind us all to continue to respect the SHELTER IN PLACE order from our federal, 
state and local health officials and leaders. 

The IGRC will continue to abstain from in person gatherings. We will NOT be observing in person 
Easter Sunday Worship in our churches. 

All in person gatherings and worship remain suspended until further notice. I will send out 
notification when it is safe for us to do otherwise. 

Have a blessed and safe Holy Week. Remember that we are confident and can face today and 
tomorrow because HE LIVES!” 

God bless 
Bishop Beard 
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“Every Penny 
Counts… 

Giving from 
Home ”   

Treasurer 

Louella Christensen 
200 E Wurl Lane, Altamont  62411 

(618)315-8020      

mail2lou@mac.com 

As we hunker down at home, United Methodist 

Women can still organize for Mission.  We can 

help by continuing to give as Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 (COVID-19) spreads around the 

world and disrupts local economies, schools 

and family life.  Let’s mobilize from home!  

Continue to give.  Get that Mission money 

where it needs to go as soon as possible.  Stay 

in touch with each other.  Pray for each other 

and the world.  

MEMBERS:  Donate in the five Mission Giving 

channels so we can continue to provide 

support for women, children and youth during 

the pandemic.  Mail checks to your Unit 

Treasurer until you are able to hold Unit 

meetings again.  Stay in touch with friends and 

family regularly by phone or email.  Work on 

craft or sewing projects for your Unit or for 

Cunningham Children’s Home or Lessie Bates 

Davis Neighborhood House.  Clean out your 

closets and box up items for your next UMW 

rummage sale or a local charity.  Spend time in 

prayer.  Stay safe.  Stay home. 

UNIT TREASURERS:  Remit what you receive 

from members to your District Treasurer at the 

end of each month.  Don’t wait until the end of 

the quarter.  Timing counts for cash flow, 

especially in emergencies.  Stay in touch with 

members to encourage Mission Giving and to 

report progress toward meeting the Unit’s 

Pledge goal.  If you receive Supplementary 

Gifts for Cunningham Children’s Home or 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

during this time, mail a check for that amount to 

them directly instead of sending it the slow way 

through your remittance.  Stay in touch with 

Unit Leaders and your District Treasurer. 

DISTRICT TREASURERS:  Continue to remit 

what you receive from Units or other sources to 

me at the end of each month so I can forward 

them to National Office each month.  Stay in 

touch with your Unit Treasurers to encourage 

Mission Giving and to report progress toward 

meeting the District’s Pledge goal.  Stay in 

touch with District Leaders and the Conference 

Treasurer. 

Every penny counts…  especially now that so 
many are facing economic hardships and 
health emergencies due to this pandemic.  As 
United Methodist Women, we are still on a 
Mission.  Take care of each other and yourself.  
I am praying for you. 

Mission Giving as of 3/21/2020 
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  Social Action 
   Caroline M Jones 
    25 Elk Court,  
    Washington, IL  61571 
    (309) 453-3729 
    jonesteach1@att.net 

Self-isolation can be just that: isolating! During this time, 

it would be nice to call, write, email, or send a card to 

those you know who are alone. In this way we can 

express sentiments of caring, check in to see how they 

are doing, and share how much they mean to us! 

“Equal Pay Day, and an 
Idea for Fighting Isolation” 

This Wednesday (April 1) was Equal Pay Day, the symbolic day that marks when the earnings of 

the average woman catch up to what the average man earned in 2019. But in the midst of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, this Equal Pay Day feels very different. While it’s still crucial to strengthen 

our laws, create good regulations, and bring impactful litigation, we must also take a wider 

view to focus on how the pandemic is amplifying and exacerbating all of the nation’s economic in-

equities. 

So this year, to commemorate Equal Pay Day, we’re asking you to talk: 

Talk to your family. 

Talk to your friends. 

Talk to your social networks. 

Tell them that low-wage workers — about two-thirds of whom are women — are losing jobs by the 

millions. Talk about how the nation’s lack of paid sick and family leave is endangering both the 

physical and economic well-being of countless American families. Remind them that the burden of 

student debt — two-thirds of which is held by women — feels especially onerous for those who are 

unemployed. And let them know that the persistent gender and racial pay gaps already hurting 

women and their families will make it even more challenging to recover. 

We need to hold these conversations now to lay the groundwork for creating the change we have 

long championed. We must work to ensure that we end up with a better, more economically secure 

world for women, their families, and society as a whole. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
EXTRA INFORMATION:     
• Last state to be ratified is Virginia, January 27, 2020      
• 11 States have not ratified      

https://click.everyaction.com/k/16713079/177844826/72913400?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjVmYTU3NzhjLTRmNzMtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjFlOCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiam9uZXN0ZW
https://click.everyaction.com/k/16713079/177844826/72913400?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjVmYTU3NzhjLTRmNzMtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjFlOCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiam9uZXN0ZW
https://click.everyaction.com/k/16713080/177844827/-373620977?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjVmYTU3NzhjLTRmNzMtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjFlOCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiam9uZXN0
https://click.everyaction.com/k/16713081/177844828/231002285?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjVmYTU3NzhjLTRmNzMtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjFlOCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiam9uZXN0Z
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United Methodist Women Calls on Government 
to “Continue to Remember Those in Prison” in 

Midst of Covid-19 Pandemic 

March 30, 2020, NEW YORK - As the novel coronavirus continues to expand its reach, United 

Methodist Women continues to express our deep concern for the plight of incarcerated people, 

many of whom are uniquely vulnerable. We believe that God has called us to life abundant, as a 

community of mutual care characterized by faith, hope and love in action. As such, we take seri-

ously the biblical mandate: “Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with 

them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering” (Hebrews 

13:3, NIV). 

There is much that the government can do, now, to preserve the health and life of incarcerated 

loved ones, actions that will protect the well-being of families and entire communities. To that 

end, we encourage the following swift action: 

• Reduce the number of people entering the system. Suspend immigration raids and en-

forcement actions. Do not hold people in jail because they are unable to afford cash bail. Do 

not pursue jail time for low-level offenses. 

• Reduce the number of people held in immigration detention, juvenile detention, state 

and federal prison and jail. Prioritize the rapid release of people who are immunocompro-

mised, elderly, sick or pregnant. Follow the recommended decarceral guidelines, including 

provisions for early release of persons who don’t hold safety risks to others, release of peo-

ple held in immigration detention, and community welcome plans. 

• Ensure access to preventive sanitation measures, health care and treatment. Suspend 

co-pays for prison medical visits. Ensure access to key cleaning supplies such as bleach, 

soap and sanitizer at no cost. Provide access to coronavirus testing. Ensure those who test 

positive get the treatment they need at hospitals or health care facilities. Solitary confinement 

is not a reasonable alternative. 

• Help incarcerated people stay connected to loved ones. Provide free access to phone 

calls, video chats, messaging, postal mail and other means as in-person visits are increasing-

ly cut off. 

• Do not use this national emergency as an excuse to further criminalize communities of 

color.  

The organization urged its members to send letters to their representatives and let justice and 

wisdom prevail. 

Reprinted from https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-calls-on-

government-to-remember-those-in-prison  

https://thejusticecollaborative.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/TJC-Decarceral-Guidelines-Sheet.pdf
https://thejusticecollaborative.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/TJC-Decarceral-Guidelines-Sheet.pdf
https://thejusticecollaborative.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/TJC-Decarceral-Guidelines-Sheet.pdf
https://p2a.co/Jvxf2cE
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-calls-on-government-to-remember-those-in-prison
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-calls-on-government-to-remember-those-in-prison
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Details about making fabric masks for our staff: 

• Use tightly-woven cotton fabric. 

• Our nurses ask that they have ear loops, not strings to be tied. 

• Please remember that both women and men in a variety of roles may wear these masks.  

When your masks are complete: 

• You may mail them to Cunningham Children’s Home at 1301 North Cunningham Ave., 

Urbana, IL 61802 

• You may drop them off at the Spiritual Life Center on campus, Monday – Friday between 8:00 

a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Masks may be left inside the doorway or you can call 217-367-3728 to have 

a Cunningham staff member come out to your vehicle. Please include a note with your 

contact information so we may send you a Thank You! 

• Collected masks will be immediately sent to laundry/processing to be prepared for use.  

• Our immediate need is 200 masks. Any surplus masks will be distributed to other 

organizations in need. 

I hope the instructions for sewing masks could also be a personal resource, to make a mask for 

yourself or other people you love if needed. Thank you for considering supporting our direct care 

staff with this project! 

Gratefully yours, 

Brooke Buzard 

Associate Director of Advancement 

Video demonstration available at turbanproject.com/videos 

Fabric Masks needed for Cunningham 
Children’s Home Direct Care Staff  
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District Updates 

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT  
 
• Our spring meeting has been cancelled and will not be rescheduled.  
• Our Day Apart at Day Spring scheduled for August 10

th
 at this time not be cancelled.  

• Our Personal Growth Study is scheduled for October 24
th
 and will also not be cancelled.  

 

Thank you, 

Sally Smith 

Illinois River District President 

309-444-8516 

 

 

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT  
 
IRD Spring Celebration has been cancelled. We will plan all activities from Spring and Fall Meeting 

to occur at Fall Celebration in Sept at Sullivan UMC, Sullivan, IL. No other meetings need  

rescheduling.  

Thank you, 

Susan Connor 

Iroquois River District President 

 
 
LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT  
  

Unfortunately, the LaMoine District UMW’s Spring Gathering on April 18 at Christ UMW in White 

Hall had to be canceled.  Watch for our spring newsletter toward the end of April.   An electronic 

copy will be sent to all unit officers and members who have shared their email with the district.  No 

printed copies will be mailed.  The newsletter will have details about Mission u, our annual meeting 

and retreat.  

At our Annual meeting on September 19 at Vermont Street UMC in Quincy, we will recognize 

award winners and hold a memorial service.  Individuals attending will be able to participate in sev-

eral workshops.  Our Spiritual Growth/Personal Growth Retreat will be held at Jensen Woods 

Camp on Thursday, October 22.  

The LaMoine Leadership Team met via conference call on Tuesday, March 31.  It’s not as much 
fun as getting together but we were able to make plans for the remainder of 2020 and started work-
ing on 2021.  Thanks to Camille McCaskill for arranging the call for us.    

Martha Vaché 
LaMoine River District President 
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT  
 
The MRD Spring  meeting has been rescheduled for Saturday, June 20 from 9:00-2:30.  
 
Keep your fingers crossed.  
Sincerely,  
Gail Fritzsche 
Mississippi River District President 

 
 
SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT  
 
I know that all of you are hunkered down at home, taking care of your needs and helping others 
with phone calls, letters, and notes.  I know that you are praying for each other and the world at this 
time of pandemic.  I know that lots of events have been cancelled that have been our social lifeline.  
Together we will get through this and stay healthy.  I feel strongly that if the coronavirus allows, we 
will need to get together and celebrate.  Thanks to the SRD leadership team, we have rescheduled 
our Spring Meeting.  If that date does not work out, we will probably have to cancel the event.  But I 
really hope that we can begin to see the end of this stay-at-home, social distancing soon and be 
able to meet. 
 
April 18, 2020 Sangamon River District Spring Meeting from 9 am-noon at Assumption UMC 
has been rescheduled for May 16, 2020.   
 
May 5, 2020 Personal Growth Seminar from 6-8 pm at Maroa UMC has been postponed to 
autumn (hopefully September). 
 
Niantic UMW was inadvertently left off of the shepherdess list.  Pat Howard has graciously 
agreed to be your shepherdess.  Thanks, Pat. 
 
Please stay safe and healthy until we can get together again. 
In Jesus’ name, we all pray. 
Carol Drayton 
Sangamon River District President 
217-520-4676 
 
 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT  
 
The MRD Spring  meeting has been rescheduled for Saturday, June 20 from 9:00-2:30.  
 
Keep your fingers crossed.  
Sincerely,  
Gail Fritzsche 
Mississippi River District President 
 

District Updates—continued 
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Commission on the General Conference 

March 23, 2020  

Nashville, Tenn.: Subsequent to the announcement by the Executive Committee of the Commission 

on the General Conference that the 2020 General Conference will be postponed, the full Commis-

sion met March 21, 2020 to determine next steps to take in setting a new date. 

After hearing recommendations from Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of the General Conference, 

and discussion of possible alternatives, the Commission made a determination that the General 

Conference will not meet in 2020 as originally planned and elected to work toward setting a date in 

2021. 

“As we looked at the complex issues that we will need to navigate to reschedule the event and the 

lack of options available, it does not appear feasible to plan for 2020,” said Kim Simpson, chair of 

the Commission. “These issues include the undetermined length of the pandemic, uncertainty 

around travel bans in different areas of the world, delays in processing visas due to government and 

business closures and other questions.” 

In giving direction for next steps, the Commission resolved that holding the event in Minneapolis is a 

high priority and authorized the business manager to pursue negotiations regarding other dates 

available at the Minneapolis Convention Center in 2021.  

“The Dakotas-Minnesota Area Host Team has done a wonderful job in partnering with us to prepare 

for this event, and we are grateful for their willingness to continue to work with us as we move to-

ward a new date,” Simpson said. 

“As many groups have cancelled and are being rescheduled, they are given priority by venues they 

have already been working with,” said Hotchkiss. “Continuing to work with the Minneapolis Conven-

tion Center and area hotels will help us avoid competing with other groups for space in those facili-

ties if they did not already have a contract.” 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/united-methodist-general-conference-to-be-postponed


 

Hotchkiss said that steps are being taken by their travel agency regarding flights booked for dele-

gates and others who booked through ADTRAV: 

• ADTRAV will cancel all flights booked for primary delegates. 

• Travelers will only need to call ADTRAV if they booked a personal ticket for themselves and/or a 

family member with ADTRAV (855-417-8789). 

• Each traveler will receive a copy of the RezConfirm showing that the flights were canceled. 

Regarding hotel reservations, Connections Housing will be sending emails regarding individual res-

ervations made through them for the GC2020 hotel block. There is no penalty for this cancella-

tion.  No deposit was charged for reservations, therefore no refund is due and no further action is 

required regarding hotel reservations. 

Once new dates for the General Conference are set and adjustments with current vendors are 

made, additional information will be sent out to delegations regarding a timeline and next steps. 

 

Find us on the web! 

http://www.igrc.org/umw 

https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/ 

Communications Coordinator 
Denise Caparula 
522 S Poplar St, Manteno, IL  60950 
(815)474-3659   denisecaparula@gmail.com 
Newsletter questions or contributions: 
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

Hello! Just a reminder that the dates and other information in this Special Edition of The Bridge may 

be outdated by the time you read this—things are changing so quickly! You can always visit the 

IGRC website or IGRC UMW Facebook page for the most current info (addresses below). 

Please forward copies of this newsletter to share with those who are interested.  

Additionally, this issue of The Bridge is only being sent electronically. If you know of UMW 

members who do not receive email, piggy back on Carol’s Social Action idea and give them a call to 

let them know what’s going on! 

 

“Sharing is 
Caring”  



 

Because of the ongoing threat of COVID-19, we have made the difficult decision to cancel our Mis-

sion u events for this summer.  Assembling together in such a large group presents too great a risk, 

especially since many of us who normally attend and/or work at Mission u are in a category most 

vulnerable to this vicious disease.  I know that many of you, like me, look forward to these events all 

year, and it couldn’t have been a better time to have a study entitled Finding Peace in an Anxious 

World!   However, we would prefer to avoid any additional anxiety this year and live to celebrate an-

other year rather than to put any of our favorite United Methodist Women in potential jeopardy. 

I regret any inconvenience this change of plans may cause.   Chances are many of you are actually 

relieved to know this far ahead since we are subjected to uncertainty about so many things.  Our 

lives have been disrupted to the point that we feel we have no control over them.  The great news is 

that God does still have control over our lives, His earth and our destiny.   Take comfort in that 

knowledge and keep in touch with each other. 

 I especially want to compliment our study leaders who have faithfully continued preparations for 

their respective studies but at this point will be unable to become certified because the required 

training from the national Mission u team will not be offered.  That team is promoting caution in our 

undertakings and has proactively recommended our taking this route. 

May God bless you all with the wisdom to do whatever you can to stay safe and healthy and the 

good fortune of getting to enjoy the fruits of that safety and health again soon.   

From the Mission u Committee 

Diane Goff, Dean and Sally Smith, Assistant Dean 

Mission U Cancelled! 

Apr i l  2020  Page 12  The Br idge  



 

The Br idge  Page 13  Apr i l  2020  

Child Care request on back of this sheet 
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Cut this template along the 

dotted line. 

Fold a piece of green  

construction paper in half 

and paper clip the template 

so the dotted line is along 

the fold. 

Cut through the template 

and both layers of  

construction paper along 

the black lines. 

Discard the template 

(unless you want to make 

more leaves). 

Unfold the construction pa-

per to see your finished 

palm leaf. 

Optional: Tape a green pipe 

cleaner or thin rolled tube of 

construction paper to the 

center as a stem. 
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Upcoming Important Dates! 
 

July 10-11: IGRC UMW Leadership Team 

October 2: IGRC UMW Leadership Team 

October 3: IGRC UMW Annual Meeting  

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates! 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete 

issue - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information! 


