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Death
W. Ruth Dingwall Anderson, a member of Shiloh UMC in the 
Mississippi River District, died April 18 in Belleville. She was 80. 

Together with her husband, David, the Andersons served as 
local pastors for several years in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, serving appointments in Shipman and Marissa in 
the 1980's.

Private services have been held. A public Celebration of Life will be scheduled in the 
future.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://kurrusfh.com/obituaries/ruth-anderson/ 
where condolences may be left for the family.
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Barry
Benld
Bethel (Fairfield)
Blue Mound
Bloomington West Olive 
Faith
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Decatur Grace
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Dunlap Prospect
Fairfield Ellen Moore
Forsyth
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Grant Park First
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Jacksonville Grace
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 (Mount Vernon)
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Zion (Mount Vernon)
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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints 
the following:

Paul Wier to Fairbury UMC, Vermilion River District, 
effective July 1.

Carl C. Johnston to United Church of Heyworth, 
Vermilion River District, effective July 1.

Randy McGeehon to Sparta First UMC, Mississippi 
River District effective July 1.

Paul Arnold to Pontiac First UMC, Vermilion River 
District, effective July 1.

Linda Vonck to Dunlap: Prospect UMC, Illinois River 
District, effective July 1.

Ethan Carnes to Peoria University UMC, Illinois 
River District, effective July 1.

Ann Champion to Orion UMC, Spoon River District, 
effective July 1.

Anthony “Tony” Craig Gatter to Kankakee St. 
Mark-Bradley Wesley UMC’s, Vermilion River District, 
effective July 1. This is his first appointment in the 
IGRC.

Pablo Marty to Paris First UMC, Embarras River 
District, effective July 1.

Zoila Marty to Marshall Trinity-Dunlap-Martinsville 
UMC’s, Embarras River District, effective July 1.

Rusty Beals to Norris City-Shiloh UMC’s, Cache 
River District, effective July 1.

Tom Logsdon to Harrisburg First UMC, Cache River 
District, effective July 1.

Chris Wise to Carrier Mills First UMC, Cache River 
District, effective July 1.

Deborah Jean Smith-Johnson to Minonk-
Wenona St. John’s, ½ time, effective May 1.
Change of status
Lauren Padgett, surrender of credentials and 
discontinuation of appointment, effective Jan. 6.

Raymond Harrison, discontinuation of 
appointment, effective June 30.

Sue Trexler, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective March 30.

Deborah Lynn Reese, discontinuation of 
appointment, effective May 1.

John Heicher to Fairview-Trinity Chapel UMC’s, ½ 
time, effective July 1. He will move from local pastor 
to retired local pastor status.

Charles Cunningham to Falmouth-Willow Hill-
Woodbury UMC’s, ¾ time, effective July 1. He will 
move from local pastor to retired local pastor status.

Alan Milligan, discontinuation of the appointment, 
effective July 1.

Dean Beals, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective July 1.

Louella Pence, discontinuation of appointments, 
effective July 1.

Jim Whitaker, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective July 1.

Eugene Creek, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective July 1.

Bishop Frank Beard

Bishop and Mrs. Frank J. Beard
Jill Bunker
Carol & William Lakota Eastin
Linda Harrod
Don and Susan Headen
Lynn and Penny Kunkle — 
     in honor of Mary Kathryn Pearce
Carolyn Leach
Angie Lee
Patricia Ann Pennell
Jay Regennitter 
David and Elizabeth Reynolds
Roberta Shultz
David and Reba Utley
Rena Whitcher 

District Gifts  
Received:
Cache River
Kaskaskia River
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(ABOVE) Bishop Frank J. Beard leads one of the 10 virtual district meetings with IGRC clergy April 20-22.
The Bishop has announced additional meetings with various clergy groups and with IGRC laity over the next couple of 
weeks. Information on these meetings can be found on page 1.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard announced April 23 that 
with the extension of the Shelter in Place Order to May 30, the 
current policy of no in-person gatherings in IGRC churches or drive-
in services remains in effect until further notice. 
Churches can still do online worship with up to 10 persons 
observing social distancing of 6 feet or more being observed. Pastors 
are also asked to not conduct office hours at the church nor having 
prolonged periods of time inside the church. There are modifications 
regarding wearing face masks in public and these modifications go 
into effect May 1.

Individuals Known to have  
made Donations in March
[Through their local churches, by mail,  
online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org)

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard has 
announced he will host virtual meetings 
with various clergy groups of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference April 27-28 and 
May 4-5. Clergy are invited to join one of 
the groups that either represent a group 
one's current appointment or a group that 
one's appointment beginning July 1 would 
be a part.
In addition, two laity sessions have been 
scheduled and each are limited to 300 
persons per session. Additional sessions will 
be considered if there is sufficient interest.
Register online for any of the sessions 
by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
ClergyMeetings. A confirmation email will 
be sent upon receipt that provides the call-
in information and passcode to the meeting 
room.
The complete schedule is as follows:

• 2020 Retiring Class – April 27, 10 to 
11:30 a.m.

• Clergywomen – April 27, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
• Pastors of Largest Churches (200+ in 

worship) – April 27, 3 to 4:30 p.m.
• Bi-vocational and all Part-Time Clergy – 

April 27, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
• 2020 Ordination and Commissioning 

Classes – April 28, 10 to 11:30 a.m.
• Young Pastors (ages 35 and under) – 

April 28, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
• Ethnic Pastors – April 28, 3 to 4:30 p.m.
• Pastors of Mid-Size and Small Churches 

(less than 200 in worship) – April 28, 6 
to 7:30   p.m.

• Certified Lay Ministers and Laity 
Assigned as Supply to Local Churches – 
May 4, 6 to 7:30 p.m.

• All Conference Employees (including 
Cabinet and Directors) – May 5, 10 to 
11:30 a.m.

• Clergy Appointed Beyond the Local 
Church/Extension Ministries – May 5, 6 
to 7:30 p.

• Laity Session – May 14, 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m.

• Laity Session – May 14, 6 to 7 p.m.
Bishop Beard has envisioned these sessions 
as a time to "touch base"; to hear how 
pastors are doing.
AGENDA:

Bishop will open each session with prayer, 
share a personal insight/update on self and 
family. Others will be invited to share with 
the following instructions (Not everyone will 
be able to share but if you have something 
pressing that can be shared in under two 
minutes please do so).
The Bishop will guide the Conversations 
around the following Questions:

• Where are you being surprised by 
God?

• How are you building community 
beyond the walls of the Church?

• How are you dealing with fear and faith 
during this Pandemic?

• What is the overall state of your 
church/charge?

• What new things are you discovering?
• How is your congregation handling 

finances?
• How are you staying engaged in 

missions, including mission support?
• How Do We Safely Re-Open After the 

Shelter-in-Place is Lifted
In preparation for the meeting, participants 
are urged to visit: https://call.lifesizecloud.
com/downloads  to download a plug-in for 
their web browser (especially for Google 
Chrome users) or to download the Lifesize 
app (with options for Windows, Apple and 
Android products).

Bishop hosting virtual meetings for clergy and laity

It’s time to cry!
It’s time to cry!  
I’m not talking about “crying” in a met-

aphorical manner, I’m talking about don’t 
care who sees it, gut-wrenching, getting-
ugly, faced-streaked, nose-dripping, water 
flowing tears. A cry that springs up from 
a well of pain and heartache that is battle 
weary from fighting a relentless foe that you 
have not been able to defeat. It’s time to cry! 

Crying is an emotional response. Tears 
often times are an indication that we have a 
personal investment. Crying suggests that 
we have empathy, identification, alignment, 
and a compassionate, particular attachment 
one way or the other. It’s time to cry!

Let’s face it, most of us have become far 
too apathetic, dismissive, and unconcerned 
about many of the things that happen 
around us every day. It’s not that we don’t 
care, we’ve simply become calloused or 

indifferent. It’s time to cry!
The news media is filled with reports 

from around the globe sharing stories of 
violence, wars, displacement, loss, hu-
man suffering, refugees, ethnic cleansing, 
genocide, and death on an epic scale. Most 
times, unless it is within our own commu-
nity or involves some well-known celebrity, 
we remain unaffected and unchanged. 
Reports of gun violence, gang activity, 
robbery, drug use, spousal abuse, homeless-
ness, or corruption barely warrant a raised 
eyebrow anymore.  It’s time to cry!

Call me crazy, but one of the bless-
ings of this pandemic is that it has forced 
us, even if just for a moment, to take the 
spotlight off of ourselves and to look at the 
needs of others within our community and 
around our world.  As we see the numbers 
of folks infected increase daily, and the 

death toll continue to 
climb to unimaginable 
numbers, we suddenly 
realize that life does not 
center around “me.”  

Crying won’t solve this pandemic, but 
it is a very good place to start. Here’s three 
reasons why:

1. Because our heart aches and hurt in 
solidarity with those who are feeling 
and experiencing loss.

2. Because we recognize that even our 
collective strength, wisdom, and 
resources are not sufficient enough to 
deter this pandemic.

3. Because we know that God will hear 
our cries and will rescue us from this 
enemy.

CRY! CONTINUED ON  PAGE 4

Photos by Paul Black

 (RIGHT) MMDC continues shipments, 
assisting in COVID-19 Pandemic
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Conference Center closed
SPRINGFIELD – In accordance with 
the Governor's Executive Order, the 
Conference Center is closed until further 
notice.
Conference staff are working from home 
and responding to emails. Email addresses 
can be found on the Conference Staff 
page.
The United Media Resource Center is also 
closed during this time. Resources cannot 
be sent out during this time but you can 
reach Jill Stone by email at umrc@igrc.org.

Course of Study Extension 
School moves fall class date
SPRINGFIELD – Local Pastors note that 
our first Fall session of Course of Study 
will have new meeting dates due to the 
move of Annual Conference to the same 
weekend. The new dates are Aug. 21-22 
and Sept. 11-12. Information and class 
syllabi have been updated at www.igrc.org/
cos. 

Preachers’ Aid Society 
information
SPRINGFIELD – After consultation with 
the local health department, Preachers’ Aid 
Society and Benefit Fund is suspending all 
gatherings until further notice due to the 
COVID-19 virus. This includes Tuesday’s 
retirees’ luncheon for the 2020 retirees. As 
of right now, the office is remaining open.
Please know we are receiving a lot of 
phone calls, which is understandable, and 
we will return calls as soon as we can. My 
cell phone is listed below if you need to 
reach me outside of office hours.
All staff of PASBF are encouraged to 
stay healthy. A staff member may not be 

able to make visits in hospitals, nursing 
facilities, in homes or at funerals due to the 
possibility of infection. Please know we can 
be reached by phone, and we join with 
you on this uncertain journey. Our phone 
numbers are below:

• Keith Anderson – 217-725-6904
• Ed Weston – 618-806-6819
• Carol Sims – 217-899-2880
• Sharon Monroe – 309-377-2032
• Floyd and Bobbi Blackard – 217-825-

7303
• Bob Edwards – 618-954-0524
• Cindy Jones (Florida) – 239-771-3027

Do not hesitate to reach out to PASBF if 
you have any questions or concerns.

Applicants sought for JAM 
Scholarship
TRENTON – Persons actively involved 
in a music ministry within their church 
are sought as nominees for the JAM 
Scholarship offered by Trenton First UMC.
Deadline to apply is May 15. Award 
will be announced in June. To obtain an 
application for this scholarship, go to the 
church’s website at trentonfumc.com 
or email the church office at office@
trentonfumc.com. 
The $500 scholarship in in memory of 
Justin Melzer and his ministry through 
music and to encourage participation 
in church music ministries. Justin is the 
youngest son of Rev. Debbie Melzer Reese 
(former pastor of Trenton FUMC) and Rev. 
Dr. Ron Melzer. Justin played guitar in the 
Crossroads Praise Band. He also played 
the bass guitar in the Wesclin Jazz and 
Pep bands, alto saxophone in the Wesclin 
High Marching Band as well as the church’s 
Chancel Band. Music was a big part of his 
life. It is the church's prayer and intention 
that this scholarship will cultivate and 
stimulate a future generation of church 
musicians. 
Applicants for this scholarship must be a 
member of a United Methodist Church 
in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 
Persons may either be graduating high 
school seniors, college undergraduates, 

or students attending a tech or trade 
school with an intention to continue to be 
involved in music ministry within a church. 

Bishop’s Open cancelled
SPRINGFIELD – The 2020 Bishop’s 
Open, scheduled for May 22 at Piper 
Glen Golf Club near Chatham has been 
cancelled.
No alternate date could be found this 
calendar year. Persons who have paid for 
the outing will be contacted for refunds.

Christian Storytelling 
Conference
CARLYLE – Carlyle Christian Church 
will be hosting a Christian Storytelling 
Conference June 25-27.
The conference will examine the role of 
storytelling as a means of discipleship.
Read more and register by visiting: https://
www.christianstorytelling.com/

Foundations of Faith 
Community Nursing Course
CARTERVILLE – Faith Community 
Nursing, also called Parish Nursing, is a 
specialized area of professional nursing 
practice focusing on the promotion of 
health, healing and wholeness within a faith 
community.
Explore the role of Faith Community 
Nursing practice as an integrated part of 
the overall ministry of a faith community. 
Gain the theoretical and practical 
knowledge necessary to begin and 
maintain a Health Ministry Program.
Foundations of Faith Community Nursing 
is offered by Southern Illinois Healthcare, 
an Educational Partner of the Westberg 
Institute for Faith Community Nursing.
The curriculum is taught in six sessions 
from 8 to 4:30 p.m. each day on June 10, 
24; July 8, 22; and Aug. 5, 19, at John A. 
Logan College in Carterville.
Registration deadline for the summer 
course is May 31.
Download the brochure at: https://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/e72186c9-
fd5c-48df-aaf4-7683bc924474.pdf 

Aldersgate 2020 in Peoria
PEORIA – Aldersgate Renewal Ministries 
has announced that Aldersgate 2020 
Conference will be at the Peoria Civic 
Center July 9-12.
The conference theme is Breaking the 
Chains, taken from Psalms 107:13-14.
Visit the event website at: https://
aldersgateconference.org/ 

Open Table Theology Institute
EVANSVILLE, Ind. – The Open Table 
Youth Theology Institute, a week-long 
spiritual immersion for rising high school 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors at the 
University of Evansville.
Students will stay in the residence halls on 
campus, live together in community, and 
dive deep into life's big spiritual questions 
with university faculty, clergy, college 
mentors, and new friends.
At the heart of Open Table is the spiritual 
practice of hospitality, defined as making 
room in our story for your story. Open 
Table students will embody the community 
modeled by Jesus where everyone is 
welcome at the table.
Read more, nominate a student or apply 
by visiting: https://www.evansville.edu/
opentable 

Mediation Skills Training
LOMBARD – The Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center will once again offer its 
Mediation Skills Training Institute this 
summer in the western suburbs of 
Chicago. The details for this exceptional 
inter-denominational event are as follows:
The 2020 summer event will be at St. 
Mark's Episcopal Church in Glen Ellyn. The 
workshop is designed for clergy and other 
church leaders who wish to learn skills that 
will help them deal more effectively with 
interpersonal, congregational and other 
forms of group conflict.
A $200 discount is available to all those 
who register for the MSTI in Glen Ellyn no 
later than July 3.
Register online at: https://lmpeacecenter.org/
events-page/registration/ 

News from the Episcopal OfficeAnnouncements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

May/June Upper Room free for download
NASHVILLE, Tenn  – Since churches are unable 

to meet and gather safely in their buildings during 
the pandemic, The Upper Room is offering the May/
June 2020 issue, both in English and Spanish, as a free 
downloadable PDF.

Upper Room Publisher and World Editor, Rev. 
Stephen Bryant, says, “We at The Upper Room are 
holding churches and our readers close to our heart, 
more than ever. This is our family connected through 
Christ, and we care deeply about each person’s physical 
and spiritual wellbeing.” Bryant continues, “The Upper 
Room devotional is a spiritual companion, a healing 
balm, to millions of Christians and their primary way to 
spend time with God each day. Nothing should disrupt 
this sacred connection if we can prevent it.”

The daily meditations, written by ordinary people, 
have offered spiritual encouragement for 85 years, 
from the days of the Great Depression through world 

wars, paper shortages, and 
other unwelcomed difficulties 
and challenges. The publication 
continues to thrive and is available 
today in over 100 countries, in 36 
languages, and in several formats, 
including digital subscriptions. 
Nearly two-thirds of the print 
copies of each issue are purchased 
and distributed through churches, 
where pastors recommend it as a 
formative resource for personal 
devotional and small group 
discussions and use it widely 
in hospitality, outreach, and 
evangelism efforts.

You can download the free May/June issue at: 
https://www.upperroom.org/special-editions 

Along with the free issue of 
the devotional guide, The Upper 
Room has created a webpage 
featuring resources at: https://
www.upperroom.org/news/1060 
to help create and maintain 
spiritual wellness during anxious 
times, including free eCourses 
for individuals and small groups, 
an online wall for posting and 
responding to prayer requests, 
and a special blog spot for sharing 
personal, theological reflections 
on the current global pandemic. 
The Upper Room is also offering 

Morning Prayer live each day at 11 a.m. on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/UpperRoomCenter/

Our world is under attack by a ruthless enemy. An 
enemy that does not come from God. It is the job of every 
Christian and every church, opened in Jesus’ name, to 
join together in Christian unity, to wage spiritual warfare 
against this destructive evil until it is defeated.

As I was praying the other morning and lamenting 
that there was not much that we could do against this vi-
rus, I received a gentle nudging from the Holy Spirit that 
I was wrong. I sensed in my spirit that as a spiritual leader 
I was taking the wrong approach. This is not the time for 
Christians to hunker down and ride out the storm. This 
is the time for Christians to actively engage in spiritual 
warfare. I argued, but to no avail. The Lord spoke very 
plainly, “Tell them about the weapons I have provided for 
them to use.”

Like Moses, I argued, but even as I argued seven 
weapons came to my mind. I made a quick note of them 
and then fired off a text to a more spiritually mature 
Christian for confirmation. Their reply was almost 
instant, and not only did they confirm that it was from 
the Lord, they showed me how one of my points could be 
strengthened. I hope that this will prove helpful and will 
serve as an encouragement for Christians to realize the 
importance of spiritually engaging in the war against this 
deadly virus.

Our World is under attack from a vicious enemy 
whose primary purpose is death. As Christians we under-
stand that this thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy 
(John 10:10). He is a powerful destroyer, but we are not 
rendered powerless against him or his vices.

God has given to every believer an arsenal of weap-
ons to be used in the spiritual battles that we face. While 
this article will focus on seven of these weapons, please 
be assured that we are NOT limited to having only seven 
at our disposal. The one we serve is the “I AM” God 
(Exodus 3:14), the one whose very name means, “I will be 
what you need when you have need.” This would suggest 
that we have a full ammunition depot available for us.

Christians around the world are not powerless over 
this or any enemy that seeks to destroy people loved of 
God. We do well to remember, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-
17).

The Apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 10:3-
4, that as followers of Christ we do not wage war as the 
world. We have spiritual weapons because we are engaged 
in a spiritual battle. Please understand that the weapons 
we possess and use as Christians are never directed at 
people. According to the Apostle Paul, “Our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
(Ephesians 6:12). It has been my experience that even 
though people are often times influenced and used by the 
enemy, our weapons are not deployed against individuals 
but against the spiritual forces influencing their negative 
behavior.

Let’s take a quick look at seven of our weapons:

PRAYER, PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Each of these could serve as a weapon on their own 

merits but for the sake of time, I will treat them as one. 
The Bible is filled with stories from Genesis to Revelation 
that display the power of prayer, praise and worship.

One of the best and most powerful stories comes 
from II Chronicles chapter 20. It is the story of King 
Jehoshaphat. Three enemy kings formed an alliance and 

declared war against King Jehoshaphat. The King turned 
to the Lord for help and encouraged the nation to fast 
and pray. The Spirit of the Lord came among them and 
God gave them this message. “He said: “Listen, King Je-
hoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This 
is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discour-
aged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, 
but God’s.” (II Chronicles 20:15).

King Jehoshaphat assembled an army, but he did an 
amazingly unconventional thing. He placed the choir and 
the praise band out front! The power of prayer, praise and 
worship was undeniable as the army was routed without 
the King or his soldiers having to engage in any physical 
fisticuffs. No wonder he is called “jumping Jehoshaphat!” 
I bet he was leaping and dancing and praising God for the 
victory.

THE WORD OF GOD 
Paul compares the Word to a soldier’s sword. “Take 

the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.” (Ephesians 6:12). The writer of the 
book of Hebrews compares God’s word to a double-edged 
sword. “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper 
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12).

Jesus overcame the temptations of Satan, in the wil-
derness, by knowing, understanding, and applying God’s 
word. 

THE NAME OF JESUS 
One of our strongest weapons is the name of Jesus. 

This name, supported by a personal relationship, is a 
powerful force that the enemy recognizes and fears.

The name of Jesus is a powerful weapon. I do not 
have time to list all of the blessings and benefits that 
belong to believer’s through the name of Jesus. I will, 
however, cite one precautionary story from the book of 
Acts, Chapter 19.

Seven sons of Sceva decided to have their own exor-
cism / deliverance ministry. They would invoke the name 
of Jesus by saying, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul 
preaches, I command you to come out.” Because they did 
not have a personal relationship with Jesus, and therefore 
could not rightly operate in his power and authority, their 
mission failed (see Acts 19: 13-16).

The Bible tells us that, “The name of the LORD is 
a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” 
(Proverbs 18:10).

Both the Old Testament and the New Testament 
scriptures are filled with verses that talk about the power 
that is in the name of the Lord.

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
(Philippians 2:9-11)

“David said to the Philistine, “You come against me 
with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you 
in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom you have defied.” (I Samuel 17:45).

THE BLOOD OF JESUS 
Because of the shed blood of Jesus, believers are 

redeemed, sanctified (set apart), cleansed, forgiven, and 
justified (brought into right relationship) in the presence 
of God. The blood of Christ grants us entrance into the 
very throne room of heaven where we are welcomed as 
children of God. 

The blood of Christ provides victory over all of our 
enemies. “They triumphed over him by the blood of 

the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony; they did not love their lives 
so much as to shrink from death.” 
(Revelation 12:11).

We are able to defeat our enemy because of the shed 
blood of Jesus, our pascal lamb. 

OUR FAITH 
Hebrews 11 is called the FAITH chapter. It highlights 

God’s hall of fame of faith-filled men and women who, 
through their faith, accomplished seemingly impossible 
tasks.

Paul describes faith as a shield for believers. “In ad-
dition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.” 
(Hebrews 6:16).

The shield of faith protects us from the flaming darts 
of our enemy. Faith extinguishes the enemy’s fire and 
turns those sinister plans into blessings. Faith is a spiri-
tual weapon that clears the way for us to receive God’s 
grace. Faith enables us to triumph over whatever the 
world throws at us. “… for everyone born of God over-
comes the world. This is the victory that has overcome 
the world, even our faith.” (I John 5:4). 

OUR TESTIMONY 
One of the last promises that Jesus gave to his dis-

ciples was that they would receive, from the Holy Spirit, 
power to be effective witnesses. “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). 

Jesus promised that their personal testimony would 
provide the evidence needed to spread the gospel mes-
sage throughout the world. This power was promised 

Our spiritual weapons against Covid-19
“… Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.” -- II Chronicles 20:21b

SPIRITUAL WEAPONS CONTINUED ON  PAGE 5

Thank you, IGRC!
Editor, The Current:
This letter is long overdue, since the two houses 
that the Illinois Great Rivers conference funded 
have been occupied for several months now. I 
apologize for not sending this earlier.
We finally finished the houses in late December, 
but the houses were occupied after the official 
dedication was held in January. Joel Nyabunze, the 
Piggery and Poultry Supervisor, moved in to one 
house with his family, and Robert Saungweme, the 
Crop Supervisor, moved into the other house with 
his family. Both have planted trees and gardens and 
have made the structures into homes (see page 
15 for photos of the completed houses).
Many, many thanks for helping the Africa Univer-
sity Farm to improve the accommodate for key 
people!! 
We cherish memories of your assistance, both in 
providing funds and in coming over to help us get 
started on the projects. 
Again, many thanks and may God bless you and all 
who were involved in the projects.
Blessings,
Larry Kies
Lecturer and Technical Advisor, Farm
Africa University
LKies@africau.edu 
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Local Church News

Troy UMC partners to 
eliminate medical debt

TROY – Troy United Methodist Church is helping to wipe 
out medical debt for thousands of Madison County residents.

Church members raised $30,000 in partnership with the 
non-profit group, RIP Medical Debt, and that money has been 
leveraged to purchase about $4.8 million worth of outstanding 
medical debt for 5,142 county residents, according to a church 
news release.

“It has nothing to do with (coronavirus),” Director of 
Communications Anna Belmonte said in a phone interview 
Monday. “We started this back in December. The initiative was 
to demonstrate in a tangible way the kind of forgiveness that we 
have of our sins in Jesus Christ.”

The church plans to notify the beneficiaries in late March 
or early April that their debt has been eliminated with no strings 
attached.

(Reprinted with permission from the March 23 issue of the Belleville 
News-Democrat, www.bnd.com)

Local Church News

A vibrant and long-standing small group ministry at Sharon United Methodist 
Church in Decatur is the weekly Quilters group.  Currently made up of seven members 
from Sharon and four from Elwin UMC, this group faithfully meets on Tuesdays and uses 
their gifts and talents to handcraft beautiful quilts.  
Recently, the group shared their gifts by creating and quilting some pieces for some very 
special people.  Last October, they had the honor of presenting a quilt to Penny Weaver, 
Executive Director of New Life Pregnancy Center in Decatur, for its new ministry home.  
The church works in partnership with NLPC throughout the year and was honored to gift 
the ministry home with this beautiful quilt.
Patriotic quilts were created and quilted for two of Sharon's own family.  Evan Leeper 
and Zach Johnson deployed January 21, 2020, to Afghanistan in support of Operation 
Freedom's Sentinel as a part of the 2-130 Infantry Regiment of the Illinois National Guard.  
The Quilters presented each young man with a beautiful quilt to remind them that they 
are loved and will be held up in prayer over the next year.
The Quilters began meeting around 1957 and have completed over 750 quilts to date.
DecaturSharon 1: Pictured from left to right are from left to right: Judy Shirley, Vicki Hill, 
Jean Lehn, Rosemary Jones, Pat Bales and NLPC Executive Director Penny Weaver.
DecaturSharon2: Pictured from left to right are: Zach Johnson, Judy Shirley, Rosemary 
Jones, Emma Welch, Pat Bales, Jean Lehn, Linda Masters and Evan Leeper.

Photos courtesy of Decatur Sharon UMC

Petersburg UMC is just one of a number of churches 
that have taken their ministry online during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.
By fitting the appropriate medium with the structure 
of the gathering, the church has been able to 
continue a robust ministry that reaches not only its 

members but invites the world to join.
Several IGRC churches have shared their links to 
join Sunday online worship with everyone. To see the 
list, visit: www.igrc.org/online-worship-centers. 
As churches provide those links, they are added to 
the list.

for individual and corporate witnessing. Each personal 
testimony of the followers of Christ is a highly charged 
weapon that connects Christians to God’s grace and to 
each other. Each testimony speaks of God’s presence and 
of God’s transforming power. A power that defeats the 
enemy and inspires hope in the downtrodden.

The High Priestly Prayer, offered by Jesus in John 17, 
has a verse that is often overlooked. It states, “My prayer 
is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message.” (John 17:20). Jesus 
knew that the power of the believer’s testimony would be 
used to assist in unlocking closed hearts and providing a 
witness for others to find him.

The Overcomers in the book of Revelation were 
victorious, in part, because of their testimony. “They 
triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so 
much as to shrink from death.” (Revelation 12:11). 

OUR UNITY IN CHRIST 
We don’t often think of unity as a spiritual weapon.  

I’m not sure why we don’t since it was one of the great 
prayers that Jesus offered on behalf of his followers (John 
17). It was also one of the keys that opened the door for 
the Holy Spirit to be poured out on the believers in Acts 
chapter two. As those early believers waited in obedience 
and as they prayed together day-by-day, an atmosphere of 

unity was formed. When they were united and connected 
in their pursuit of Christ’s promise, the power of the Holy 
Spirit came upon them and they became witnesses to the 
community. 

Paul, writing to the church at Ephesus, gives them 
a list of servant leaders that God has provided for the 
church in order that the church would achieve unity and 
grow into Christlikeness.

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and 
in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 
(Ephesians 4:11-13).

Our enemy works extra hard to sow seeds of discord, 
disharmony, and destruction within the body of Christ 
around the world. I believe that our enemy knows that 
if the church achieves the unity that Christ desires, and 
prays for, that the church will be a powerful force that will 
signal Satan’s final demise.

 This tragic pandemic is an opportunity for the fol-
lowers of Christ, around the globe, to unite and engage 
in spiritual warfare that will defeat and destroy the works 
of darkness. Each Christian, within their own unique 
context, will need to decide how God has called them to 

engage in this spiritual battle. Each Christian leader will 
need to listen for the Lord’s voice (and nudging) to decide 
how best to rally, equip and deploy the troops under their 
direction. We dare not sit silently and idly by wringing 
our hands and thinking that we are powerless against this 
pandemic. Jesus said about US, “You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither 
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house.” (Matthew 5:14-15).

NOW IS THE TIME to let your light shine for Jesus. 
People are searching for solutions and seeking answers to 
this pandemic. Believers are not powerless. We have been 
given weapons to assist in fighting against this evil. It is 
our job to stand up, stand out, and proclaim victory even 
before we see the end of the battle. Let us not shrink back 
or shy away because we don’t believe we can do anything. 
Remember the story of Jehoshaphat. This battle belongs 
to the Lord. I’ve read the back of the book and we win. 
Ultimate victory does not excuse us from engaging and 
utilizing the weapons God has provided for us to use in 
defeating this pandemic. Perhaps God has strategically 
placed us “for such a time as this!”

(Reprinted from Bishop Beard’s April 9 pastoral letter to the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference)
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The Psalmist wrote some fairly clear words that 
offer us hope and assurance, if we are willing to cry.

“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;
    he delivers them from all their troubles.
18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted
    and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

(Psalm 34:17-18 NIV).

Crying is an important way of expressing our 
dependency and our need for God’s intervention. 
Our tears, especially those that well-up from the 
broken recesses of our heart, gets God’s attention. 
A careful look at the book of Nehemiah reveals that 
the work of rebuilding and restoration cannot begin 
until we take the time to weep over the ruins. Have 
you spent time crying in solidarity with those who 
are suffering during this  pandemic?  If not, then it’s 
time for you to cry!

It was the great King Hezekiah, upon hearing 
the news from the prophet Isaiah, that death was 
coming to his house, the King turned his face to the 
wall and started praying and crying. God heard the 
King’s prayers and took note of the King’s tears. God 
spoke to the prophet and sent him back with a new 

message, “I have heard your prayer and seen your 
tears; I will heal you.” 

I am not suggesting that tears alone will stop this 
pandemic. I am not that naïve. I do, however, believe 
that we have become too self-absorbed and insensi-
tive to the plight and problems of most of the world 
and that crying with those who are in pain just might 
be the beginning of the healing process.

Jesus demonstrated for us the powerful combi-
nation of praying and crying.  According to the book 
of Hebrews, acting as our High Priest, Jesus prayed 
and cried out to God.

“During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered 
up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and 
tears to the one who could save him from death, 
and he was heard because of his reverent sub-
mission.” (Hebrews 5:7 NIV).

God sees, God hears, and God cares.  Have you 
added your voice and your tears alongside others 
that are interceding? If not, it’s time to cry!

God Bless,
Bishop Beard

Photos courtesy of Petersburg UMC

CRY! CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

(ABOVE LEFT) Facebook Live service displayed at the home of Eric & Cody Heubner
(ABOVE RIGHT) Lia Gronewold, 6, watching one of our FB Live service. 
(LEFT) Mason Heubner listening in to our confirmation class over Zoom.

IGRC Ministry Online Worship
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Conference News

(Editor’s note: The following is a transcript of the 2020 Prentice Sermon, delivered by the Rev. Jeff Rasche at Quincy Union UMC on April 19. For the first time, the Prentice 
Sermon was delivered as the church’s online worship service and may be viewed at:  https://www.facebook.com/267615063499/videos/2683292938661258/)

Based on Luke 10:25-37:  The Parable of the Good Samaritan

BY REV. JEFF RASCHE

Many of you have seen the circuit rider symbol 
that is sometimes added to the gravestone of a United 
Methodist pastor. It is a silhouette of a minister riding a 
horse while reading. So today, during this year’s Prentice 
Sermon, let’s take a closer look at that heroic figure from 
years gone by. The Prentice Sermon series offers an 
occasion to look back with well-deserved appreciation 
at the Circuit Riders, who blazed their way across this 
nation with the settlers, pouring out their lives and often 
dying young in order to bring the church to people in 
remote and scattered locations. 

For example, one assigned circuit included 63 
stops, connected by a 500-mile ride, on horseback… a 
round-trip the circuit rider tried to complete monthly. 
So, no matter what the weather threw at him, he needed 
to average about two places a day, without a day off, to 
reach them all in a month. On top of that, John Wesley 
required the circuit riders to spend at least five hours 
each day in study (hence the reason circuit riders did 
most of their studying while on horseback between 
preaching locations).

I have wondered… what if one of the circuit riders 
could somehow jump forward in time and study us 
today instead of us studying them. What would they 
think of us using their symbol?  I hope they would feel 
honored, and not want to sue us for misrepresentation or 
even malpractice.

APPLICATION TO TODAY
Some parts of that historical symbol 

may apply to us today. We are also 
itinerant and may even have to 
drive fast between churches every 
Sunday. But hopefully none of us 
read, or re-write sermons while 
we are driving!  And like them, 
some of us continue to study, or 
at least watch educational shows 
on TV, our whole life. But there 
the comparison begins to break 
down. 

For example, my horse-owning 
career was cut short by Destiny. My first 
horse, a two-year-old filly, was named Destiny. 
After she bucked me off, I spent weeks trying to recover 
from several broken ribs. The pain just drained the 
fun right out of horseback riding, and we sold Destiny. 
So if you are honest and want to put a symbol on my 
tombstone, it shouldn’t be someone calmly reading a 
book on a horse’s back; it would be more accurate to 
depict someone painfully hitting the ground underneath 
a rebellious horse. 

In fact, that “crash” might be a good metaphor for the 
ending of far too many relationships between pastors and 
churches, either the occasional desire to “buck a preacher 
off ” or the pain of hitting the ground. 

And consider the book in the symbol. As important 
as education is to us, as United Methodists who seek to 
unite knowledge and vital piety, I am thinking of the 
scripture today – the Good Samaritan. 

With that scripture in mind, I wonder if the symbol 
should be revised to show the circuit rider putting down 
the book and dismounting to tend to a victim along 
life’s road. I actually think most circuit riders would like 
that symbol better. Certainly It would be terrible if our 
symbol was tainted with irony because we kept our nose 
glued to a book, or a computer screen, while riding by 

on the other side of the road. I hope that never becomes 
what a circuit rider from old would think of our church 
today.

A MODERN-DAY CIRCUIT RIDER, MENTOR
One of my first “circuit riders” 

was Dr. Harold Loyd, who was our 
pastor for many years at Decatur 
First UMC, a congregation with 
more than 2,000 members back in 
the day. He was highly educated, a 
district superintendent more than 
once in his distinguished career, and 
I’m sure a highly-skilled executive 
behind the scenes. But I was only 
a kid during his years there, and 

frankly, I can’t tell you even one story or point that he 
made in his sermons. I remember my parents giving me 
Life Savers during the sermons, trying to get me to sit 
still. Besides that, I do have three significant memories 
pertaining to him:

First, when I was about 10 years old, my parents 
thought that I, along with my younger brother and sister, 
were about old enough to sit by ourselves in church so 
they could both sing with the choir. Naturally, we decided 
to sit in the first row of the balcony. 

That first Sunday on our own, everything went pretty 
well until Dr. Loyd’s sermon, which was long enough for 
us to decide we needed something else to do. In those 

days, many women wore hats to church, and 
some of them were sitting directly below us. 

The ushers had kindly given each of us 
a bulletin, which any kid knows can 

easily be converted into countless 
tiny paper wads. So during Dr. 
Loyd’s sermon that day, while 
our parents helplessly watched 
from the choir loft, we had a little 
contest to see who could make 
the most baskets in the hats of the 

women sitting below us. And that 
is why Mrs. Loyd sat with the Rasche 

kids for several years, starting that next 
Sunday. 
My second key memory of Dr. Loyd is that 

when I was 11 years old, I came down with some kind 
of mysterious illness. It put me in the hospital for two 
weeks undergoing all kinds of tests, and eventually led 
to an “exploratory surgery” to attempt to discover the 
source of my internal bleeding. I remember laying in the 
hospital, and even at age 11, wondering if I was going to 
die. Parents and nurses and doctors were constantly in 
and out of my room. 

Then one day, Dr. Loyd came walking in. It shocked 
me…he was the guy I figured I would normally see at 
church, but here he was; the minister who stood and 
talked to hundreds of people every Sunday morning had 
taken time to come see me, a kid, in my hospital room.  
He talked to me, and I remember he said he wanted to 
have a prayer with me, which he did. 

Happily, the surgery found the problem and fixed 
it, and I was able to have the rest of my life. But I will 
never forget that Dr. Loyd, a highly-educated and busy 
pastor to hundreds of other people, came to the hospital 
to specifically see and pray with me, a kid, and even one 
who threw paper wads during his sermon.

Finally, I clearly remember that the first time 
I ever thought about being a minister was after my 

hospitalization, while I was sitting in the balcony of the 
church with Mrs. Loyd and watching Dr. Loyd preach. 
I still don’t recall what he was saying. He was clearly 
someone who could have done a thousand other things, 
but someone who had found time to come be with me 
when I felt afraid.  

I guess there was something about what he did, not 
what he said, that made me want to become someone like 
that. He is gone from this world now, and I have never 
seen his tombstone. But in my mind, it should have a 
circuit rider on it—because he knew books, but most 
important, he got off the horse, crossed the road, and sat 
by the side of people who were in need.

A STRAY PIECE OF CAKE IN DALLAS
Years later I went to seminary at Perkins in Dallas, 

Texas, where several of us were striving to get a 95 
percent grade-point average so we could be on the honor 
roll. We had a joke, “What do you call someone who 
graduates with an 80 percent grade-point average?”  The 
answer:  “Reverend.”  

In other words, even at the time, we realized that 
our attempts to be honored, to be recognized, were just 
vanity. As pastors, nobody would ask or care about our 
grade-point average!   

Sure enough, one day, during a cookout on the 
seminary lawn, an unknown boy was suddenly standing 
at our food table, eating cake as fast as he could shovel it 
in. We found out his mom was in a nearby car; they were 
homeless, on the run from an abusive husband. Several of 
us worked with her for a couple weeks after that, pooling 
our limited funds so they could stay in a hotel, and trying 
to get her a job. But like many homeless people, her fears 
were huge, and her story complex, and as suddenly as she 
came into our lives, one day she disappeared into the city. 
I have forgotten a lot of what I learned in church history 
class, but I have never forgotten that woman on the run 
with her son. I have often wondered how their lives 
turned out. 

I hope our circuit rider symbol reminds us to keep 
the homeless in our mind—they are not just a test 
question from page 301 of a seminary textbook—they 
scramble for a stray piece of cake on the streets of Dallas, 
Texas. With all our written work to do, though, it would 
be easy to dishonor the symbol that might get put on our 
tombstone by forgetting about them, averting our gaze, 
and riding right past people who are in such dire need. 

A STOP AT THE GAS STATION
My last appointment was serving at Chaddock for   

12 years, where I got to drive all over the state, preaching 
at literally hundreds of churches about how important it is 
to help troubled youth recover from their pain. 

One Sunday, I stopped by a gas station in a small town 
to ask where the United Methodist church was located. The 
young clerk had bright pink hair, and some tattoos and 
piercings that were frankly a little shocking for an old prude 
like me. She said she didn’t know where the church was, but 
I found it anyway. I led worship and noted that the people 
were worried that their attendance was declining. 

On the way out of town, I stopped at the gas station 
again, this time to get some water for the road. I noticed 
that the same youthful clerk’s eyes looked empty and sad 
as I approached the counter. Now, I had just gotten done 
preaching about how Christians should keep their eyes 
open and try to help troubled youth, so I looked at her and 
asked, “How has your day gone so far?”  
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She could tell I was not making casual conversation, 
but she looked at me with mistrust, and firmly stated, “You 
don’t want to know.”   She knew I was with the church, an 
old guy in a suit and tie; and I felt this was her judgment 
on me and the church:  “You don’t want to know about me.” 

I replied, “Really, I do…What’s going on?”  
“OK,” she said, “I’m getting fired.”  
“Oh no!” I said, “Why?”  
“Somebody pulled out today without paying, and I 

didn’t get their license plate, so when the boss comes in 
tomorrow morning, I’m going to get fired.”  We talked 
about it some more, and she didn’t know what to do. I 
finally asked her how much was taken, and she said $20. 

Well, what would you have done? I think most people 
would have wanted to help her. Anyway, I asked her to 
please let me pay for the missing gasoline along with my 
water. With that, she started to cry right there behind the 
counter. She said she didn’t think anyone cared. I stayed 
and talked with her a little while longer and I told her I 
really wanted her to have a good day and week.  

On the way home, I savored every drop of my $21 
bottle of water, praising God for the opportunity to show 

a little compassion in this world. I have also been praying 
since then that someone in that small-town church would 
get down to the gas station. I hope they will start listening 
to and caring for that youth who doesn’t know where their 
church is located.

A MISSION FIELD FOR MODERN-DAY CIRCUIT RIDERS
Maybe I’m just speculating, but I think those are 

exactly the kinds of places where the circuit riders would 
lead us today. The words of our sermons will soon be 
forgotten, but what we do for people in need will be 
remembered for a long time. A highly educated pastor 
like Dr. Lloyd might have said, “The best ministry is 
incarnational, not institutional.”

We can say that the circuit rider is our symbol, but 
this question still haunts me—how many hurting people 
in our towns don’t even know where the church is located?  
And could there be any others who, when seeing church 
members pass by, think to themselves, “You don’t want 
to know about me. I’m not sure that anybody cares about 
me.”  I think the circuit riders made a point to find those 
people first when they rode into town, and these days I 
worry that churches worry more about our dwindling 

attendance than about the hurting people who are not 
attending.

There is an old saying, “You can pretend to care, but 
you can’t pretend to be there.”  These days hundreds of 
people may comment, “I will keep you in my thoughts 
and prayers” on Facebook,  but only the few, the brave, the 
people symbolized by the circuit rider, also take the time 
to sit in the widow’s living room , and listen to her with a 
shared tear as she explains why her loss was so devastating. 
Preach all you want, comment on Facebook all you want. 
But whether you are clergy or lay, most days you spend 
staring at a computer screen are a lost opportunity.  

Conversely, any day, every day, we are given the 
opportunity to open our eyes, and open our hearts, and 
see the need that is everywhere.  When we interrupt our 
agenda long enough to truly “be there” for someone in 
need, we will have gone a long way toward becoming as 
strong, brave, relevant, and life-changing as the circuit 
riders we remember with gratitude today. 

So for everyone who dares to claim the circuit rider 
is our symbol, may the love of Christ go with us, and be 
experienced through us, every time we get off our horse, 
and cross the road. Amen.
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On April 25, the Camp Leadership Team and The Commission of Camping 
and Retreat Ministries (CCRM) unanimously voted to cancel all physical 
IGRC programs and guest rentals until August 1st due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This includes all East Bay, Little Grassy, Epworth, Beulah, and 
all other IGRC Camping in-person programs. Beulah Camp leaders made 
the decision to cancel their summer programming last week, and the 
CCRM Committee affirmed and supported their decision.

When considering the coming summer season, our top priority and 
guiding principle is to make the best decision possible to protect all those 
impacted by our ministry. It is because of this priority to the safety and 
health of summer participants and staff that we felt the need to make this 
difficult decision. The CCRM will be meeting monthly throughout the next 
several months to continue to evaluate, assess, and consider the best way 
forward.

In support and response to this decision, Bishop Frank Beard writes, “While 
we regret the closure of our Summer Camp ministry, I remain confident that 
local churches will discover new ways to engage and involve youth throughout 
the summer. I look forward to hearing the reports of God touching and 
changing lives through our collective ministries.”

Your IGRC Camping and Retreat Ministries exist to connect people, 
nature, and Christ for the transformation of the world. Each year, 
thousands of children, youth, and adults visit our sites and leave having 
found renewal, rest, community, and spiritual growth. The IGRC CCRM 
strives to provide these meaningful experiences in a way that prioritizes 
protecting the physical, emotional, and spiritual safety of every participant. 

In unfamiliar and uncertain times like these we find ourselves struggling to 
reconcile the need to prioritize the health and safety of our campers and the 
deep grief we are experiencing as a result of making this decision. However, 
as Easter people we know that God can take grief filled moments and use 
those to change everything in ways that overflow with love and joy. Our 
hope rests on this and we look toward this Fall and 2021 to see what new 
thing God is doing in our midst. 

Your Leadership Team is working on a variety of ideas for the near future 
and look forward to sharing those with you soon. We anticipate you will 
be able to connect with us virtually, but we are also developing a variety of 
experiences to begin gathering at camp again as soon as it is safe to do so. 
During this pause of normal operations, our time will be spent enhancing 
your Camping and Retreat Ministries on several fronts. 

In these challenging times we ask for your prayers and want you to know 
that you are in ours. We look forward to the day we can reconnect with 
you in person.

Blessings,
Patric Newton
Coordinator of Camping, Retreat, and Youth Ministries

Historical Messenger

The mantle of the circuit rider

Historical Messenger

Neighborhood House  
avoids closure, layoffs  
as Stop Payment Order lifted
BY PAUL BLACK 

EAST ST. LOUIS  – The Illinois Department 
of Human Services reversed itself April 24 and 
lifted a Stop Payment Order on all state fund-
ing for Lessie Bates Neighborhood House, end-
ing a two-week-long struggle in the aftermath 
of financial impropriety at the agency.
The action followed advocacy for the ministry 
from State Rep. LaToya Greenwood, letters 
from IGRC leadership, involvement by the 
United Methodist Women and a great deal of 
prayer from agency supporters.  Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House is a UMW-spon-
sored mission.
“We have been taken off the Stop Payment 
List and we have rescinded our layoff notices 
to staff,” wrote Lisa Graves, LBDNH executive 
administrative assistant. “The power of prayer 
at work in our conference is apparent.”
Bishop Frank J. Beard, in a letter to Illinois Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker, Lt. Gov. Julianna Stratton and DHS 
Secretary Grace Hou, wrote asking for inter-
vention in the matter.
“LBDNH provides incredibly valuable 
community services and programs for the East 
St. Louis,” Beard wrote. “Obviously, East St. 
Louis is one of our most at-risk communities, 
and the loss of these services would be an 
incredible blow to seniors, families, children, 
teens and individuals who now benefit from 
LBDNH.”
Beard indicated that the LBDNH governing 
board were ready to “discuss their programs 
and controls with DHS and make their case as 
a trustworthy funding partner.”
The announcement capped a week of frenetic 
activity following an April 16 meeting between 
Greenwood and DHS Secretary Grace Hou. 
The Stop Payment Order was issued in light of 
embezzlement of state funds by former Execu-

tive Director Chris Coleman.
 A federal grand jury indicted Coleman in 
June 2019 on charges he embezzled more 
than $250,000 in federal funds from July 
2016 to December 2017 while serving as 
the organization’s executive director. The 
indictment further alleged that Coleman 
concealed his crime by creating and using false 
invoices.
Coleman pled guilty and was sentenced March 
9 to an 18-month prison term with an order 
to repay $270,655 in restitution and serve two 
years of supervised release.
DHS is the state agency that administers fed-
eral funds as well as contracts with agencies for 
state programs.
In October, three others were also indicted 
in the false invoicing scheme and making false 
statements to law enforcement officials. The 
indictment alleged that with the false invoices, 
Coleman received kickbacks on the billings.
Embezzling from an organization that receives 
federal funds is a felony offense punishable by 
up to 10 years in prison and $250,000 fine. 
Making a false statement carries a maximum 
sentence of up to five years in prison and 
$250,000 fine.
Ironically, the financial irregularities were 
discovered in late 2017 by the agency and 
Coleman was immediately terminated.  The 
matter was reported to authorities and the 
agency cooperated with the Southern Illinois 
Public Corruption Task Force which enabled a 
successful prosecution of the case. The SIPCTF 
consists of the FBI, IRS Criminal Investigation 
and Illinois State Police.
In March 2017, DHS issued a Temporary Stop 
Payment in which more than $1.4 million due 
to the agency was withheld and on April 7 
made the Stop Payment Order permanent.

Camping cancels 
camps through Aug. 1

Connecting Campers, Nature, and Christ

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  MAY 202076

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  MAY 2020

https://www.facebook.com/267615063499/videos/2683292938661258/


Coronavirus Update Coronavirus Update

SPERO
Rev. Deb Pollex, Spiritual Life Coordinator 

at Spero Family Services, is yet another creative 
and resourceful spiritual champion for OUR 
KIDS!

Deb regularly calls the cottages to talk 
with the youth since meeting as groups is now 
limited. She also develops for them spiritual life 
lessons utilizing everyday items or creatures.  
She believes: “When youth see the item or crea-
ture again, hopefully the message also emerges 
and sinks deeper into their hearts.” 

One of the lessons she completed recently 
focused on snails.  

Snails?  Yes, common, icky, snails!
The scripture focus she used was Philippi-

ans, chapter 4, verse 13:
        “I can do all things through God who 

strengthens me.” 
Deb explained that although the plant 

chomping snails: “…move very slowly, they always 
find a way to get to their destination. When you see 
them, they don’t seem to be making progress, but 
they make it to the garden, chomping away con-
tently. They understand that what they want (my 
garden) won’t come to them, so they have to move.  
Slowly.  Consistently.  Every day.”

Deb’s question to the youth centered on what 
can be learn from these slimy creatures.  The 
answer?  

She explained: “To know what our goal is and 
then to take action, even if it seems small or slow.  
Our goals won’t come to us, but we can go to them.  
We can think of ourselves as the snail. We can get to 
our goal. It won’t be easy and it won’t come fast. But 

it can happen!”
The youth were then challenged to do one 

thing towards their goal. They were provided a 
snail poster and a coloring sheet, and invited to 
make origami snails. Before folding the snails, 
they wrote their goals on the origami paper.

Multiple times each week Deb sends prayers 
to the Spero staff, as well as sharing with them new 
ways to pray, including prayer walking, a selfcare 
bingo card, a guided meditation to use personally 
or with their team.  She also sends them activi-
ties, art ideas and movie/message ideas to assist 
the Cottage staff in keeping the youth busy and 
engaged as they go through physical distancing.

Thanks be to God for the ways in which our 
spiritual life ministries continue undeterred in 
loving OUR KIDS even in the midst of pandemic!  

Your prayers and support are crucial in 
sustaining their efforts in sharing the love of Jesus 
Christ.  

www.embraceocok.org/donate

Loving OUR KIDS in the Midst of Pandemic

CHADDOCK
Rev. Gary Livesay, Chaplain at Chaddock, 

is not new to being creative in order to provide 
spiritual care for OUR KIDS. Several weeks 
ago he focused on fear. His method couldn’t be 
in person so he recorded himself describing a 
few of his fears and shared a humorous video 
skit on fear.

The scripture was from 2 Timothy 1:7, “…
for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but 
rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline.”  

Gary encouraged the students to lean on 
their faith and the people God has sent them, 
such as family and staff, to support them with 
their struggles and fears.

The following week’s theme was on coping 
skills and how we really need those during 
stressful times such as this pandemic.  He also sent an email 
to the staff at Chaddock to underscore how all of us need 
those skills in these challenging days. Gary wrote:

“I went to locations and videoed myself doing my coping 
skills. I was out in nature near a creek with rapids, riding a 
bike up a hill, and of course fishing. My conclusion was that 
music of all kinds is probably the most common coping skill. 
A biblical example was how the future King David played 
his lyre to comfort the current King Saul. The evil spirit left 
Saul and he felt better with the music David played. There 
are hundreds of examples of people using music to comfort 
themselves….”

The following week Gary’s chapel message focused 
on prayer and where the youth can find God during this 

pandemic.  
Each week, Gary has prepared the messages and chapel 

service from home placing them on DVDs and deliver-
ing them to the exterior door of the cottages so that chapel 
could happen even as each youth practiced physical distanc-
ing. 

Gary cares for the staff who are working with OUR 
KIDS by emailing a couple short messages of faith and 
encouragement each week.  

Thanks be to God for the ways in which our spiritual 
life ministries continue undeterred in loving OUR KIDS 
even in the midst of pandemic!  

Your prayers and support are crucial in sustaining their 
efforts in sharing the love of Jesus Christ.  

www.embraceocok.org/donate

LOCATION POSITIVE  
CASES DEATHS

Illinois 45883 1983

Chicago 18682 772

Adams 33 0

Alexander 3 0

Bond 5 1

Boone 79 9

Brown 0 0

Bureau 10 0

Calhoun 1 0

Carroll 9 2

Cass 25 0

Champaign 107 6

Christian 28 4

Clark 4 0

Clay 2 0

Clinton 85 1

Coles 22 1

Cook 13271 575

Crawford 10 0

Cumberland 3 0

De Witt 1 0

DeKalb 76 1

Douglas 14 0

DuPage 2628 133

Edgar 0 0

Edwards 0 0

Effingham 5 1

Fayette 16 2

Ford 8 1

Franklin 8 0

Fulton 3 0

Gallatin 2 0

Greene 2 0

Grundy 30 0

Hamilton 2 0

Hancock 5 0

Hardin 1 0

Henderson 4 0

Henry 36 0

Iroquois 18 0

Jackson 68 7

Jasper 42 3

Jefferson 83 8

Jersey 12 1

Jo Daviess 11 0

Johnson 4 0

Kane 1185 39

Kankakee 309 23

Kendall 218 5

Knox 36 0

Lake 3080 118

LaSalle 46 1

Lawrence 3 0

Lee 20 0

Livingston 20 1

Logan 4 0

Macon 103 11

Macoupin 30 0

Madison 306 17

Marion 26 0

Marshall 4 0

Mason 7 0

Massac 4 0

McDonough 7 0

McHenry 538 28

McLean 92 3

Menard 4 0

Mercer 7 0

Monroe 64 10

Montgomery 23 1

Morgan 18 1

Moultrie 4 0

Ogle 105 1

Peoria 68 2

Perry 9 0

Piatt 7 0

Pike 1 0

Pope 0 0

Pulaski 17 0

Putnam 0 0

Randolph 109 1

TRACKING THE 
COR   NAVIRUS 
Illinois Map of  COVID-19 positive cases*

Richland 3 0

Rock Island 323 8

Saline 3 0

Sangamon 113 8

Schuyler 1 0

Scott 0 0

Shelby 10 0

St. Clair 403 24

Stark 1 0

Stephenson 16 0

Tazewell 37 3

Unassigned 338 0

Union 8 0

Vermilion 14 0

Wabash 1 0

Warren 50 0

Washington 8 0

Wayne 2 0

White 1 0

Whiteside 67 5

Will 2173 136

Williamson 25 0

Winnebago 343 8

Woodford 11 1

*AS OF PRESS TIME ON 4/28/20

For up-to-date tracking of Illinois counties go to:
  https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/county-map

COVID-19 AND OUR KIDS

LESSIE BATES
 Cheryl Anthony, Program Supervisor for Providing 

A Sure Start (PASS) at Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House in East St. Louis, is a gifted and passionate person 
who cares for OUR KIDS and her co-workers out of her 
deep faith in God and the Risen Christ!   The Neighbor-
hood House has not been able to maintain a spiritual life 
leader on staff in recent years due to financial constraints.  
Cheryl lives her faith as she leads the early childhood 
program designed to help those precious youngsters with 
key learning skills as they prepare to begin their elemen-
tary education.

In early March the early childhood center at the 
Neighborhood House held a week of Dr. Seuss activities.  
Cheryl reports that her three-year old grandson and all 
the children were excited and every day that week was a 
joy!  Little did they know that one short week later their 
world be turned upside down and all those children 
would be sent home.

Some of the children live in very dire situations and 
were faced with many challenges even before the pan-
demic caused health and economic hardships. Parents 
had the weight and responsibility of not just feeding and 
clothing their children, but also educating them when the 
schools were closed.  Many are not equipped to do so.

As the Neighborhood House staff met virtually 
recently, Cheryl shared the story of Peter found in the 
Bible’s New Testament Book of Mark, Chapter 4, Verses 
37 through 39 (KJV):

“And there arose a great storm of wind and the waves 
beat into the ship, so that it was now full.  And he was in 
the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and say unto 
him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?  And he arose, 
and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace Be still.  
And the wind, ceased, and there was a great calm.” 

Cheryl assured the staff: “Jesus cares about us. He 
asked the question why are you so fearful, where is your 
faith. During this pandemic, this COVID-19, we must put 
our trust in Jesus and lean on him. This is the time in our 
lives where we must let the peace of God that surpasses all 
understanding cover us even now. God’s blessings cover us 
all. Peace Be Still.”

Thanks be to God for Cheryl and her heart of faith 
that shares God’s love every day! 

Spiritual life ministries continue undeterred: loving 
OUR KIDS in the midst of pandemic! 

Your prayers and support are crucial in sustaining 
their efforts in sharing the love of Jesus Christ. 

www.embraceocok.org/donate

How spiritual life leaders at our Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference children and 
family serving agencies carry on minis-
try in this time of physical distancing.
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2020*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2020*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT       
Anna UMC $1,498 16.67% $862 16.67% $2,360 16.67%
Belknap UMC $300 25.00% $174 25.00% $474 25.00%
West Eden UMC $171 25.00% $99 25.00% $270 25.00%
Benton First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Cache Chapel UMC $633 25.00% $363 25.00% $996 25.00%
Olmsted UMC $651 25.00% $375 25.00% $1,026 25.00%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC $666 25.00% $384 25.00% $1,050 25.00%
Mounds UMC $262 16.67% $150 16.67% $412 16.67%
Carbondale First UMC $9,882 16.67% $5,684 16.67% $15,566 16.67%
Carbondale Grace UMC $1,000 4.99% $1,000 8.67% $2,000 6.33%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC $2,967 25.00% $1,707 25.00% $4,674 25.00%
Carmi First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Carrier Mills First UMC $2,784 25.00% $1,602 25.00% $4,386 25.00%
Carterville UMC $2,416 16.67% $1,388 16.67% $3,804 16.67%
Cedar Grove UMC $1,818 25.00% $1,047 25.00% $2,865 25.00%
Pittsburg UMC $141 25.00% $81 25.00% $222 25.00%
Cypress UMC $222 25.00% $126 25.00% $348 25.00%
Center UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Luther's Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Concord UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Crab Orchard UMC $708 25.00% $0 0.00% $708 15.86%
Cross and Flame Ministries UMC $2,500 6.84% $2,500 11.89% $5,000 8.68%
Cross Road UMC $1,626 25.00% $936 25.00% $2,562 25.00%
Crossville UMC $2,001 25.00% $1,152 25.00% $3,153 25.00%
McHenry UMC $1,056 25.00% $606 25.00% $1,662 25.00%
Dahlgren UMC $414 25.00% $237 25.00% $651 25.00%
Macedonia UMC $300 25.00% $171 25.00% $471 25.00%
DuQuoin UMC $1,775 13.58% $1,183 15.75% $2,959 14.38%
Eldorado UMC $1,834 16.67% $1,054 16.67% $2,888 16.67%
Wesley Chapel UMC $414 25.00% $237 25.00% $651 25.00%
Energy UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Enfield UMC $444 25.00% $255 25.00% $699 25.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC $231 25.00% $135 25.00% $366 25.00%
Webb's Chapel UMC $282 25.00% $162 25.00% $444 25.00%
Equality UMC $609 25.00% $351 25.00% $960 25.00%
Ridgway UMC $273 25.00% $156 25.00% $429 25.00%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Fountain UMC $280 16.67% $162 – $442 26.31%
Galatia UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Raleigh UMC $123 25.00% $72 25.00% $195 25.00%
Glendale UMC $1,299 25.00% $747 25.00% $2,046 25.00%
Eddyville UMC $483 25.00% $279 25.00% $762 25.00%
Golconda First UMC $1,335 25.00% $768 25.00% $2,103 25.00%
Cave In Rock UMC $477 25.00% $276 25.00% $753 25.00%
Goreville UMC $2,085 25.00% $1,197 25.00% $3,282 25.00%
Creal Springs UMC $522 25.00% $300 25.00% $822 25.00%
Grand Tower UMC $414 25.00% $240 25.00% $654 25.00%
Wolf Lake UMC $471 25.00% $270 25.00% $741 25.00%
Ware UMC $435 25.00% $252 25.00% $687 25.00%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC $873 25.00% $501 25.00% $1,374 25.00%
West Frankfort Central UMC $240 16.67% $138 16.67% $378 16.67%
Harrisburg First UMC $6,714 25.00% $3,861 25.00% $10,575 25.00%
Herrin UMC $2,235 25.00% $1,284 25.00% $3,519 25.00%
Johnston City UMC $1,200 14.71% $1,200 25.58% $2,400 18.67%
Stiritz UMC $552 25.00% $318 25.00% $870 25.00%
Jonesboro UMC $351 25.00% $201 25.00% $552 25.00%
Walnut Grove UMC $420 25.00% $240 25.00% $660 25.00%
Joppa UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Oak Grove UMC $234 16.67% $134 16.67% $368 16.67%
Powers UMC $846 25.00% $486 25.00% $1,332 25.00%
Karnak UMC $1,122 25.00% $645 25.00% $1,767 25.00%
Marion Aldersgate UMC $15,036 25.00% $8,646 25.00% $23,682 25.00%
Marion First UMC $4,035 25.00% $2,319 25.00% $6,354 25.00%
Maunie UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
McLeansboro First UMC $1,331 8.33% $766 8.33% $2,097 8.33%
Metropolis First UMC $6,696 25.00% $3,849 25.00% $10,545 25.00%
Mount Moriah UMC $246 25.00% $141 25.00% $387 25.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $131 8.33% $75 8.33% $206 8.33%
New Burnside UMC $429 25.00% $246 25.00% $675 25.00%
Taylor UMC $399 25.00% $231 25.00% $630 25.00%
Norris City UMC $2,556 25.00% $1,470 25.00% $4,026 25.00%
Shiloh UMC $405 25.00% $234 25.00% $639 25.00%
Olive Branch UMC $798 25.00% $459 25.00% $1,257 25.00%
Tamms UMC $459 25.00% $264 25.00% $723 25.00%
Ohio Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Pinckneyville UMC $3,164 16.67% $1,820 16.67% $4,984 16.67%
Rosiclare UMC $2,072 66.67% $1,192 66.67% $3,264 66.67%
Sesser First UMC $1,989 25.00% $1,143 25.00% $3,132 25.00%
Valier UMC $552 25.00% $318 25.00% $870 25.00%
Sunfield UMC $2,409 25.00% $1,386 25.00% $3,795 25.00%
Greenwood UMC $765 25.00% $441 25.00% $1,206 25.00%
Tate's Chapel UMC $590 16.67% $340 16.67% $930 16.67%
Broughton UMC $575 41.67% $330 41.67% $905 41.67%
Vergennes Faith UMC $476 8.02% $274 8.00% $750 8.01%
Vergennes Wesley UMC $756 25.00% $435 25.00% $1,191 25.00%
Elkville UMC $654 25.00% $375 25.00% $1,029 25.00%

Vienna UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC $6,165 25.00% $3,546 25.00% $9,711 25.00%
Zeigler UMC $636 25.00% $366 25.00% $1,002 25.00%
Royalton UMC $507 25.00% $291 25.00% $798 25.00%
Zion UMC $750 25.00% $432 25.00% $1,182 25.00%

Cache River District Totals $117,170 18.61% $69,137 19.14% $186,308 18.80%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT       
Asbury UMC $195 25.00% $111 25.00% $306 25.00%
Funkhouser UMC $201 25.00% $114 25.00% $315 25.00%
Salem UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Altamont First UMC $2,568 16.67% $1,476 16.67% $4,044 16.67%
Beecher City UMC $784 16.67% $450 16.67% $1,234 16.67%
Shumway UMC $1,080 25.00% $621 25.00% $1,701 25.00%
Brownstown UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Emmanuel UMC $420 25.00% $240 25.00% $660 25.00%
Casey UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Charleston Wesley UMC $8,300 16.67% $4,772 16.67% $13,072 16.67%
Cowden UMC $1,365 25.00% $786 25.00% $2,151 25.00%
Lakewood UMC $858 25.00% $492 25.00% $1,350 25.00%
Dogwood Prairie UMC $1,602 25.00% $921 25.00% $2,523 25.00%
Seed Chapel UMC $801 25.00% $459 25.00% $1,260 25.00%
Effingham Centenary UMC $8,643 25.00% $4,971 25.00% $13,614 25.00%
Falmouth UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Willow Hill UMC $741 25.00% $426 25.00% $1,167 25.00%
Woodbury UMC $414 25.00% $237 25.00% $651 25.00%
Stewardson UMC $1,236 25.00% $711 25.00% $1,947 25.00%
Mode UMC $336 25.00% $192 25.00% $528 25.00%
Strasburg UMC $3,528 100.00% $2,028 100.00% $5,556 100.00%
Washington UMC $264 16.67% $152 16.67% $416 16.67%
Gaskill UMC $291 25.00% $168 25.00% $459 25.00%
Greenup UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Cottonwood UMC $414 25.00% $237 25.00% $651 25.00%
Lerna UMC $600 53.76% $0 0.00% $600 34.01%
Harmon UMC $152 16.67% $88 16.67% $240 16.67%
Harvest UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Herrick UMC $492 25.00% $282 25.00% $774 25.00%
Humboldt UMC $489 25.00% $282 25.00% $771 25.00%
Hume UMC $2,064 100.00% $1,188 100.00% $3,252 100.00%
Kansas UMC $1,050 25.00% $603 25.00% $1,653 25.00%
Scottland UMC $282 25.00% $162 25.00% $444 25.00%
Kirk Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Palestine First UMC $191 6.87% $110 6.86% $300 6.87%
Grandview UMC $333 25.00% $192 25.00% $525 25.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Marshall First UMC $6,885 25.00% $3,960 25.00% $10,845 25.00%
Marshall Armstrong UMC $2,430 25.00% $1,398 25.00% $3,828 25.00%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC $762 16.67% $438 16.67% $1,200 16.67%
Zion UMC $1,419 25.00% $816 25.00% $2,235 25.00%
Marshall Trinity UMC $1,482 25.00% $852 25.00% $2,334 25.00%
Dunlap UMC $322 19.73% $234 25.00% $556 21.65%
Martinsville UMC $640 16.67% $368 16.67% $1,008 16.67%
Mattoon First UMC $5,390 16.67% $3,100 16.67% $8,490 16.67%
Coffeen UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Fillmore UMC $393 25.00% $225 25.00% $618 25.00%
Hillsboro UMC $2,496 25.00% $1,437 25.00% $3,933 25.00%
Irving UMC $306 16.67% $176 16.67% $482 16.67%
Witt UMC $840 25.00% $483 25.00% $1,323 25.00%
Montrose UMC $489 25.00% $282 25.00% $771 25.00%
Neoga Grace UMC $2,202 25.00% $1,266 25.00% $3,468 25.00%
Toledo UMC $2,940 100.00% $1,692 100.00% $4,632 100.00%
Etna UMC $339 25.00% $195 25.00% $534 25.00%
Newton Grace UMC $1,532 16.67% $882 16.67% $2,414 16.67%
Kedron UMC $471 25.00% $270 25.00% $741 25.00%
Nokomis UMC $2,574 25.00% $1,479 25.00% $4,053 25.00%
Oak Ridge UMC $507 25.00% $291 25.00% $798 25.00%
Oakland UMC $276 25.00% $159 25.00% $435 25.00%
Oblong Central UMC $2,562 25.00% $1,473 25.00% $4,035 25.00%
Flat Rock UMC $909 25.00% $525 25.00% $1,434 25.00%
Oblong Evangelical UMC $2,607 25.00% $1,500 25.00% $4,107 25.00%
Oliver UMC $387 25.00% $222 25.00% $609 25.00%
Patton UMC $603 25.00% $348 25.00% $951 25.00%
Palestine Grace UMC $375 25.00% $216 25.00% $591 25.00%
Zion UMC $573 25.00% $330 25.00% $903 25.00%
Paris First UMC $4,320 25.00% $2,484 25.00% $6,804 25.00%
Paris Otterbein UMC $1,270 16.67% $730 16.67% $2,000 16.67%
Vermilion UMC $756 25.00% $435 25.00% $1,191 25.00%
Pearl Chapel UMC $777 25.00% $447 25.00% $1,224 25.00%
Pleasant Valley UMC $243 25.00% $141 25.00% $384 25.00%
Robinson First UMC $7,563 25.00% $4,350 25.00% $11,913 25.00%
Robinson Otterbein UMC $372 4.16% $214 4.16% $585 4.16%
Hutsonville UMC $522 25.00% $300 25.00% $822 25.00%
Fairview UMC $232 16.67% $134 16.67% $366 16.67%
Trinity Chapel UMC $546 25.00% $315 25.00% $861 25.00%
Saint Elmo First UMC $1,587 22.65% $912 22.62% $2,499 22.64%
Salem UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Fourth Street UMC $1,176 50.00% $678 50.00% $1,854 50.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC $417 25.00% $240 25.00% $657 25.00%
Shelbyville First UMC $4,128 25.00% $2,376 25.00% $6,504 25.00%
Sugar Grove UMC $936 25.00% $537 25.00% $1,473 25.00%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mount Carmel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Watson UMC $1,665 25.00% $957 25.00% $2,622 25.00%
West Liberty UMC $306 16.67% $176 16.67% $482 16.67%
Westfield UMC $1,800 33.33% $1,036 33.33% $2,836 33.33%
Zion Hill UMC $744 25.00% $429 25.00% $1,173 25.00%

Embarras River District Totals $111,764 21.52% $63,978 21.42% $175,742 21.49%
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ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC $1,324 16.67% $762 16.67% $2,086 16.67%
Kingston Mines UMC $762 25.00% $438 25.00% $1,200 25.00%
Blue Ridge UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC $710 16.67% $408 16.67% $1,118 16.67%
Boyd's Grove UMC $648 25.00% $372 25.00% $1,020 25.00%
Brimfield UMC $465 25.00% $267 25.00% $732 25.00%
Canton South Park UMC $323 8.33% $186 8.33% $509 8.33%
Shields' Chapel UMC $1,083 25.00% $624 25.00% $1,707 25.00%
Canton Wesley UMC $8,902 16.67% $5,118 16.67% $14,020 16.67%
Chillicothe First UMC $4,088 16.67% $2,352 16.67% $6,440 16.67%
Crossroads UMC $16,744 16.67% $9,628 16.67% $26,372 16.67%
Cuba UMC $952 16.67% $548 16.67% $1,500 16.67%
London Mills UMC $1,083 25.00% $621 25.00% $1,704 25.00%
East Peoria Faith UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Deer Creek UMC $417 25.00% $240 25.00% $657 25.00%
Delavan UMC $3,411 25.00% $1,962 25.00% $5,373 25.00%
Dunlap Prospect UMC $5,364 25.00% $3,084 25.00% $8,448 25.00%
East Peoria First UMC $6,672 25.00% $3,837 25.00% $10,509 25.00%
Eureka UMC $3,190 16.67% $1,834 16.67% $5,024 16.67%
Farmington UMC $318 4.34% $183 4.35% $500 4.34%
Glasford UMC $768 7.30% $432 7.14% $1,200 7.24%
Green Valley First UMC $268 16.67% $154 16.67% $422 16.67%
Hanna City UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Trivoli UMC $1,245 25.00% $717 25.00% $1,962 25.00%
Henry UMC $1,895 26.10% $1,044 25.00% $2,939 25.70%
Washburn UMC $1,054 22.01% $451 16.34% $1,505 19.94%
Kewanee First UMC $4,222 16.67% $2,428 16.67% $6,650 16.67%
Lacon Sparland UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Varna UMC $1,305 25.00% $750 25.00% $2,055 25.00%
LaFayette UMC $1,110 25.00% $639 25.00% $1,749 25.00%
West Jersey UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Laura UMC $729 25.00% $420 25.00% $1,149 25.00%
Monica UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Lewistown UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mackinaw UMC $3,218 16.67% $1,850 16.67% $5,068 16.67%
Manito UMC $915 8.33% $526 8.33% $1,441 8.33%
Maples Mill UMC $1,407 25.00% $810 25.00% $2,217 25.00%
Morton UMC $14,007 25.00% $8,055 25.00% $22,062 25.00%
Mossville UMC $3,885 25.00% $2,235 25.00% $6,120 25.00%
Mount Pleasant UMC $447 25.00% $258 25.00% $705 25.00%
Norris UMC $165 25.00% $96 25.00% $261 25.00%
Pekin First UMC $7,634 19.23% $4,389 19.23% $12,023 19.23%
Pekin Grace UMC $10,410 25.00% $5,985 25.00% $16,395 25.00%
Peoria Bethel UMC $5,043 25.00% $2,901 25.00% $7,944 25.00%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC $11,621 25.42% $6,681 25.42% $18,302 25.42%
Peoria First UMC $24,429 25.00% $14,049 25.00% $38,478 25.00%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC $3,732 25.00% $2,145 25.00% $5,877 25.00%
Peoria Northwest UMC $2,616 16.67% $1,504 16.67% $4,120 16.67%
Peoria University UMC $7,311 25.00% $4,206 25.00% $11,517 25.00%
Princeville UMC $2,170 16.67% $1,248 16.67% $3,418 16.67%
RiversEdge UMC $2,577 25.00% $1,482 25.00% $4,059 25.00%
Saint David UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Sheffield UMC $382 16.67% $220 16.67% $602 16.67%
Smithfield Brock UMC $1,124 34.31% $668 35.46% $1,792 34.73%
Locust Lane UMC $268 16.67% $154 16.67% $422 16.67%
Texas UMC $186 25.00% $108 25.00% $294 25.00%
Toulon UMC $500 3.76% $500 6.54% $1,000 4.78%
Tremont UMC $5,346 25.00% $3,075 25.00% $8,421 25.00%
Washington Evangelical UMC $3,798 25.00% $2,184 25.00% $5,982 25.00%
White Chapel UMC $606 25.00% $348 25.00% $954 25.00%
Monterey UMC $531 25.00% $306 25.00% $837 25.00%
Willow Hill UMC $7,980 25.00% $4,590 25.00% $12,570 25.00%
Wyoming UMC $1,662 25.00% $957 25.00% $2,619 25.00%
New Hope UMC $600 25.00% $345 25.00% $945 25.00%
Zion Evangelical UMC $552 16.67% $318 16.67% $870 16.67%

Illinois River District Totals $194,173 20.42% $111,692 20.43% $305,865 20.42%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC $552 25.00% $318 25.00% $870 25.00%
Arcola UMC $3,582 25.00% $2,061 25.00% $5,643 25.00%
Arthur UMC $2,598 16.67% $2,241 25.00% $4,839 19.71%
Batestown UMC $855 25.00% $492 25.00% $1,347 25.00%
Union Corner UMC $753 25.00% $432 25.00% $1,185 25.00%
Bellflower UMC $795 25.00% $456 25.00% $1,251 25.00%
Bement UMC $2,208 25.00% $1,269 25.00% $3,477 25.00%
Camargo UMC $1,230 25.00% $708 25.00% $1,938 25.00%
Catlin UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Centerville UMC $1,464 25.00% $843 25.00% $2,307 25.00%
Seymour UMC $611 34.40% $355 34.80% $966 34.55%
White Heath UMC $474 25.00% $273 25.00% $747 25.00%
Champaign Faith UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Champaign First UMC $8,638 16.67% $4,968 16.67% $13,606 16.67%
Champaign New Horizon UMC $14,931 25.00% $8,586 25.00% $23,517 25.00%
Cissna Park UMC $1,158 25.00% $666 25.00% $1,824 25.00%
Rankin UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Collison UMC $423 25.00% $243 25.00% $666 25.00%
Countryside UMC $2,109 25.00% $1,212 25.00% $3,321 25.00%
Danville First UMC $744 25.00% $429 25.00% $1,173 25.00%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC $420 25.00% $240 25.00% $660 25.00%
Danville Saint James UMC $8,830 16.67% $5,078 16.67% $13,908 16.67%
Donovan UMC $894 25.00% $513 25.00% $1,407 25.00%
Crescent City UMC $621 25.00% $357 25.00% $978 25.00%
Fairmount UMC $615 32.85% $355 33.24% $970 32.99%
Fairview UMC $444 33.33% $256 33.33% $700 33.33%
Georgetown UMC $768 25.00% $441 25.00% $1,209 25.00%
Farmer City UMC $2,049 25.00% $1,179 25.00% $3,228 25.00%

Weedman UMC $1,500 50.00% $864 50.00% $2,364 50.00%
Fisher UMC $1,593 25.00% $915 25.00% $2,508 25.00%
Fithian UMC $1,536 25.00% $885 25.00% $2,421 25.00%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC $984 25.00% $567 25.00% $1,551 25.00%
Gibson City UMC $3,136 16.67% $1,804 16.67% $4,940 16.67%
Gifford UMC $537 25.00% $309 25.00% $846 25.00%
Gilman UMC $175 2.48% $175 4.31% $350 3.15%
Ashkum UMC $864 25.00% $498 25.00% $1,362 25.00%
Hindsboro UMC $654 25.00% $500 33.33% $1,154 28.04%
Homer UMC $1,804 16.67% $1,038 16.67% $2,842 16.67%
Hoopeston UMC $2,670 25.00% $1,536 25.00% $4,206 25.00%
Wellington UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Iroquois UMC $192 25.00% $111 25.00% $303 25.00%
Sheldon UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Loda UMC $2,847 25.00% $1,638 25.00% $4,485 25.00%
Ludlow UMC $810 25.00% $465 25.00% $1,275 25.00%
Mahomet UMC $8,865 25.00% $5,097 25.00% $13,962 25.00%
Mansfield UMC $3,228 25.00% $1,857 25.00% $5,085 25.00%
Middlefork UMC $921 25.00% $531 25.00% $1,452 25.00%
Milford UMC $1,083 25.00% $624 25.00% $1,707 25.00%
Woodland UMC $360 25.00% $207 25.00% $567 25.00%
Mount Vernon UMC $975 25.00% $561 25.00% $1,536 25.00%
Bondville UMC $0 0.00% $1,920 100.00% $1,920 36.61%
Newman UMC $984 25.00% $564 25.00% $1,548 25.00%
Murdock UMC $665 41.67% $385 41.67% $1,050 41.67%
Oakwood UMC $946 16.67% $544 16.67% $1,490 16.67%
Hebron UMC $309 25.00% $177 25.00% $486 25.00%
Ogden UMC $834 25.00% $480 25.00% $1,314 25.00%
Broadlands UMC $972 25.00% $561 25.00% $1,533 25.00%
Onarga UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Paxton First UMC $5,124 25.00% $2,946 25.00% $8,070 25.00%
Pesotum UMC $300 16.67% $174 16.67% $474 16.67%
Piper City UMC $548 16.67% $314 16.67% $862 16.67%
Melvin UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Quest Grace UMC $2,619 8.33% $1,506 8.33% $4,125 8.33%
Rantoul First UMC $2,632 16.67% $1,514 16.67% $4,146 16.67%
Ridge Farm UMC $678 25.00% $390 25.00% $1,068 25.00%
Indianola UMC $360 25.00% $207 25.00% $567 25.00%
Roberts UMC $654 25.00% $375 25.00% $1,029 25.00%
Rossville UMC $2,367 25.00% $1,362 25.00% $3,729 25.00%
Bismarck UMC $1,305 25.00% $750 25.00% $2,055 25.00%
Sadorus UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Parkville UMC $312 25.00% $180 25.00% $492 25.00%
Saint Joseph UMC $2,350 16.67% $1,352 16.67% $3,702 16.67%
Savoy UMC $7,989 25.00% $4,593 25.00% $12,582 25.00%
Shiloh UMC $945 25.00% $543 25.00% $1,488 25.00%
Sidell UMC $1,596 25.00% $918 25.00% $2,514 25.00%
Chrisman UMC $1,896 25.00% $1,089 25.00% $2,985 25.00%
Sullivan First UMC $6,375 25.00% $3,666 25.00% $10,041 25.00%
Tolono UMC $1,800 25.00% $1,035 25.00% $2,835 25.00%
Tuscola UMC $5,253 25.00% $3,021 25.00% $8,274 25.00%
Urbana First UMC $3,482 16.67% $2,002 16.67% $5,484 16.67%
Urbana Wesley UMC $9,867 25.00% $5,673 25.00% $15,540 25.00%
Villa Grove UMC $2,182 16.67% $1,254 16.67% $3,436 16.67%
Watseka UMC $685 3.16% $394 3.16% $1,079 3.16%
Weldon UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%

Iroquois River District Totals $158,529 18.80% $94,042 19.39% $252,571 19.02%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Adams Corner UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Albion UMC $3,027 25.00% $1,740 25.00% $4,767 25.00%
Bethel UMC $1,026 25.00% $591 25.00% $1,617 25.00%
Allendale UMC $675 25.00% $387 25.00% $1,062 25.00%
Alma UMC $360 25.00% $207 25.00% $567 25.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $510 50.00% $294 50.00% $804 50.00%
Asbury Chapel UMC $402 25.00% $231 25.00% $633 25.00%
Bellmont UMC $390 16.67% $224 16.67% $614 16.67%
Ashley UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Beulah UMC $3,879 25.00% $2,229 25.00% $6,108 25.00%
Bridgeport UMC $1,244 16.67% $716 16.67% $1,960 16.67%
Petrolia UMC $249 25.00% $144 25.00% $393 25.00%
Calhoun UMC $572 33.33% $328 33.33% $900 33.33%
Ebenezer North UMC $660 25.00% $381 25.00% $1,041 25.00%
Centralia First UMC $3,945 25.00% $2,268 25.00% $6,213 25.00%
Claremont UMC $8 5.87% $4 5.24% $12 5.63%
Cornerstone UMC $1,791 25.00% $1,029 25.00% $2,820 25.00%
Enterprise UMC $1,173 25.00% $675 25.00% $1,848 25.00%
West UMC $747 25.00% $429 25.00% $1,176 25.00%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC $864 25.00% $498 25.00% $1,362 25.00%
Johnsonville UMC $498 25.00% $288 25.00% $786 25.00%
Bethel UMC $369 25.00% $213 25.00% $582 25.00%
Fairfield First UMC $5,091 25.00% $2,928 25.00% $8,019 25.00%
Farina UMC $1,839 25.00% $1,059 25.00% $2,898 25.00%
Patoka UMC $1,683 25.00% $969 25.00% $2,652 25.00%
Flora First UMC $3,202 16.67% $1,842 16.67% $5,044 16.67%
Flora Trinity UMC $498 25.00% $285 25.00% $783 25.00%
Golden Gate UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2020*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2020*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

Conway UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Grayville UMC $1,407 25.00% $810 25.00% $2,217 25.00%
Browns UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Hopewell UMC $50 8.68% $25 7.44% $75 8.22%
Olive Branch UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Ina UMC $438 25.00% $252 25.00% $690 25.00%
Waltonville UMC $417 25.00% $240 25.00% $657 25.00%
Kinmundy First UMC $5,226 25.00% $3,006 25.00% $8,232 25.00%
Wesley UMC $2,040 100.00% $1,176 100.00% $3,216 100.00%
Lancaster UMC $270 25.00% $156 25.00% $426 25.00%
Lawrenceville First UMC $2,931 23.17% $180 2.48% $3,111 15.62%
Billett UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Louisville UMC $1,482 25.00% $852 25.00% $2,334 25.00%
May Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC $1,938 25.00% $1,113 25.00% $3,051 25.00%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC $2,808 50.00% $1,614 50.00% $4,422 50.00%
Wayne City UMC $951 25.00% $546 25.00% $1,497 25.00%
Zion UMC $317 8.33% $182 8.33% $499 8.33%
Mount Vernon First UMC $10,533 25.00% $6,057 25.00% $16,590 25.00%
Bluford Otterbein UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC $63 1.02% $63 1.77% $125 1.29%
Union Chapel UMC $369 25.00% $213 25.00% $582 25.00%
Dix UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC $4,941 25.00% $2,841 25.00% $7,782 25.00%
Mount Zion UMC $557 12.50% $320 12.50% $876 12.50%
Brown's Chapel UMC $1,026 50.00% $594 50.00% $1,620 50.00%
Odin UMC $273 25.00% $156 25.00% $429 25.00%
Olney First UMC $6,306 25.00% $3,627 25.00% $9,933 25.00%
Olney Immanuel UMC $1,010 10.57% $608 11.06% $1,618 10.75%
Olney Saint Paul UMC $795 25.00% $459 25.00% $1,254 25.00%
Parkersburg UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Ebenezer Sams UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Little Wabash UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Pinkstaff UMC $1,077 25.00% $621 25.00% $1,698 25.00%
Chauncey-Landes UMC $822 50.00% $474 50.00% $1,296 50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $190 16.67% $110 16.67% $300 16.67%
Richview UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Gilead UMC $1,092 100.00% $624 100.00% $1,716 100.00%
Saint Francisville UMC $822 25.00% $474 25.00% $1,296 25.00%
Salem Grace UMC $7,869 25.00% $4,524 25.00% $12,393 25.00%
Salem Trinity UMC $2,040 25.00% $1,173 25.00% $3,213 25.00%
Iuka UMC $951 25.00% $546 25.00% $1,497 25.00%
Sandoval UMC $1,242 25.00% $714 25.00% $1,956 25.00%
Boulder UMC $342 25.00% $198 25.00% $540 25.00%
Shattuc UMC $1,080 25.00% $621 25.00% $1,701 25.00%
Sumner UMC $1,022 10.43% $588 10.44% $1,609 10.44%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC $723 25.00% $414 25.00% $1,137 25.00%
Clay City UMC $1,323 25.00% $762 25.00% $2,085 25.00%
Harmony UMC $1,020 25.00% $585 25.00% $1,605 25.00%
Bethel UMC $0 0.00% $609 25.00% $609 9.13%
Union Chapel UMC $390 25.00% $225 25.00% $615 25.00%
Vandalia First UMC $4,922 16.67% $2,830 16.67% $7,752 16.67%
West Salem Zion UMC $1,884 25.00% $1,083 25.00% $2,967 25.00%
Xenia UMC $1,206 25.00% $693 25.00% $1,899 25.00%
Ashland UMC $1,080 25.00% $621 25.00% $1,701 25.00%

Kaskaskia River District Totals $111,945 21.54% $63,537 21.25% $175,482 21.43%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT 
Peter Cartwright UMC $723 25.00% $417 25.00% $1,140 25.00%
Astoria UMC $516 25.00% $297 25.00% $813 25.00%
Sheldon's Grove UMC $414 25.00% $237 25.00% $651 25.00%
Batchtown UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Beardstown First UMC $2,414 16.67% $1,388 16.67% $3,802 16.67%
Bethel UMC $108 8.33% $62 8.33% $170 8.33%
Grafton UMC $354 25.00% $204 25.00% $558 25.00%
Griggsville UMC $1,167 25.00% $672 25.00% $1,839 25.00%
New Salem UMC $261 25.00% $150 25.00% $411 25.00%
Detroit UMC $2,136 100.00% $1,224 100.00% $3,360 100.00%
Florence UMC $90 25.00% $51 25.00% $141 25.00%
Oxville UMC $516 100.00% $300 100.00% $816 100.00%
Perry UMC $948 25.00% $546 25.00% $1,494 25.00%
Bluffs UMC $1,119 25.00% $642 25.00% $1,761 25.00%
Naples UMC $576 25.00% $330 25.00% $906 25.00%
Camp Point UMC $2,520 25.00% $1,449 25.00% $3,969 25.00%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC $496 18.35% $285 18.38% $780 18.36%
Carlinville UMC $1,817 8.33% $1,045 8.33% $2,862 8.33%
Carrollton UMC $512 16.67% $294 16.67% $806 16.67%
Christ UMC $4,581 75.00% $2,637 75.00% $7,218 75.00%
Carthage First UMC $2,000 14.68% $3,000 38.28% $5,000 23.30%
Clayton Federated UMC $76 4.90% $44 4.94% $120 4.92%
Concord UMC $189 25.00% $108 25.00% $297 25.00%
Arenzville UMC $1,362 25.00% $783 25.00% $2,145 25.00%
Bluff Springs UMC $306 25.00% $177 25.00% $483 25.00%
Doddsville UMC $439 24.72% $252 24.71% $691 24.71%

Browning UMC $339 25.00% $195 25.00% $534 25.00%
Sugar Grove UMC $606 25.00% $348 25.00% $954 25.00%
Beverly UMC $447 25.00% $258 25.00% $705 25.00%
Plainville UMC $495 25.00% $285 25.00% $780 25.00%
Richfield UMC $324 25.00% $186 25.00% $510 25.00%
Franklin UMC $476 16.67% $274 16.67% $750 16.67%
Durbin UMC $657 25.00% $378 25.00% $1,035 25.00%
Greenfield UMC $1,550 16.67% $892 16.67% $2,442 16.67%
Rockbridge UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Hamilton UMC $1,407 25.00% $807 25.00% $2,214 25.00%
Warsaw UMC $1,293 25.00% $744 25.00% $2,037 25.00%
Havana First UMC $3,090 25.00% $1,779 25.00% $4,869 25.00%
Oakford UMC $1,800 100.00% $1,032 100.00% $2,832 100.00%
Industry UMC $2,196 25.00% $1,263 25.00% $3,459 25.00%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC $2,606 8.33% $1,499 8.33% $4,105 8.33%
Jacksonville Grace UMC $5,106 25.00% $2,937 25.00% $8,043 25.00%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC $3,858 25.00% $2,220 25.00% $6,078 25.00%
Jerseyville UMC $4,466 16.67% $2,568 16.67% $7,034 16.67%
Littleton UMC $519 25.00% $297 25.00% $816 25.00%
Living Faith UMC $2,982 25.00% $1,713 25.00% $4,695 25.00%
Loraine UMC $1,419 25.00% $816 25.00% $2,235 25.00%
Manchester UMC $357 25.00% $204 25.00% $561 25.00%
Mount Sterling First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Columbus UMC $543 25.00% $312 25.00% $855 25.00%
Murrayville UMC $2,412 25.00% $1,386 25.00% $3,798 25.00%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC $444 25.00% $255 25.00% $699 25.00%
New Hope UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Palmyra UMC $693 25.00% $399 25.00% $1,092 25.00%
Modesto UMC $510 25.00% $294 25.00% $804 25.00%
Paloma UMC $562 24.91% $323 24.92% $885 24.92%
Pleasant Grove UMC $657 25.00% $378 25.00% $1,035 25.00%
Payson UMC $1,029 25.00% $591 25.00% $1,620 25.00%
Pittsfield UMC $2,756 16.67% $1,586 16.67% $4,342 16.67%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC $1,477 8.33% $849 8.33% $2,326 8.33%
Quincy Union UMC $4,890 25.00% $1,874 16.67% $6,764 21.96%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC $8,499 25.00% $4,887 25.00% $13,386 25.00%
Rosedale UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Rural UMC $3,516 100.00% $2,028 100.00% $5,544 100.00%
Rushville First UMC $500 2.21% $500 3.84% $1,000 2.81%
Barry UMC $1,203 25.00% $693 25.00% $1,896 25.00%
Hull UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
New Canton UMC $543 25.00% $312 25.00% $855 25.00%
Pleasant Hill UMC $648 25.00% $372 25.00% $1,020 25.00%
Vermont UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Virden First UMC $1,968 25.00% $1,131 25.00% $3,099 25.00%
Girard UMC $1,917 25.00% $1,101 25.00% $3,018 25.00%
Virginia UMC $2,982 25.00% $1,713 25.00% $4,695 25.00%
Fairview UMC $369 25.00% $213 25.00% $582 25.00%
Waverly UMC $1,696 16.67% $976 16.67% $2,672 16.67%
Brooklyn UMC $264 25.00% $150 25.00% $414 25.00%
Ebenezer UMC $195 25.00% $111 25.00% $306 25.00%
Houston UMC $318 25.00% $183 25.00% $501 25.00%
Camden UMC $996 25.00% $573 25.00% $1,569 25.00%
Winchester UMC $2,208 16.67% $1,270 16.67% $3,478 16.67%

LaMoine River District Totals $105,427 20.29% $61,748 20.67% $167,176 20.43%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT 
Alton Grace UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Hartford First UMC $440 16.67% $254 16.67% $694 16.67%
Elsah UMC $606 25.00% $348 25.00% $954 25.00%
Alton Main Street UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC $19,160 16.67% $11,018 16.67% $30,178 16.67%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Belleville Union UMC $9,036 16.67% $5,196 16.67% $14,232 16.67%
Benld UMC $798 25.00% $459 25.00% $1,257 25.00%
Bethalto UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC $1,030 16.67% $592 16.67% $1,622 16.67%
Bunker Hill UMC $516 25.00% $297 25.00% $813 25.00%
Carlyle First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Huey UMC $135 8.33% $78 8.33% $213 8.33%
Beckemeyer UMC $288 16.67% $166 16.67% $454 16.67%
Caseyville UMC $2,211 25.00% $1,272 25.00% $3,483 25.00%
Collinsville First UMC $3,627 25.00% $2,085 25.00% $5,712 25.00%
Chester First UMC $1,716 25.00% $987 25.00% $2,703 25.00%
Columbia Bethany UMC $3,888 25.00% $2,238 25.00% $6,126 25.00%
Coulterville UMC $1,830 25.00% $1,053 25.00% $2,883 25.00%
Tilden UMC $525 25.00% $300 25.00% $825 25.00%
East Alton First UMC $3,175 25.96% $1,825 25.95% $5,000 25.96%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC $1,080 9.11% $621 9.10% $1,700 9.10%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC $1,675 9.16% $775 7.36% $2,450 8.50%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC $8,394 25.00% $4,827 25.00% $13,221 25.00%
Ellis Grove UMC $426 25.00% $246 25.00% $672 25.00%
New Palestine UMC $588 25.00% $339 25.00% $927 25.00%
Preston UMC $104 16.67% $60 16.67% $164 16.67%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC $342 16.67% $196 16.67% $538 16.67%
Gillespie First UMC $1,834 16.67% $1,054 16.67% $2,888 16.67%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC $4,797 25.00% $2,757 25.00% $7,554 25.00%
Godfrey First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Granite City Nameoki UMC $2,638 16.67% $1,518 16.67% $4,156 16.67%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC $651 8.95% $249 5.96% $900 7.86%
Granite City Trinity UMC $2,766 25.00% $1,590 25.00% $4,356 25.00%
Greenville First UMC $3,332 16.67% $1,916 16.67% $5,248 16.67%
Highland Hope UMC $6,384 25.00% $3,672 25.00% $10,056 25.00%
Keyesport UMC $321 25.00% $183 25.00% $504 25.00%
Lebanon First UMC $4,728 33.33% $2,720 33.33% $7,448 33.33%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC $3,888 25.00% $2,235 25.00% $6,123 25.00%
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Marissa UMC $1,166 23.76% $670 23.76% $1,836 23.76%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC $3,951 25.00% $2,271 25.00% $6,222 25.00%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Medora UMC $354 25.00% $204 25.00% $558 25.00%
Piasa UMC $333 25.00% $192 25.00% $525 25.00%
Mount Olive UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Sorento UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mulberry Grove UMC $150 6.91% $150 12.02% $300 8.77%
Pleasant Mound UMC $237 25.00% $135 25.00% $372 25.00%
Nashville Grace UMC $6,000 25.00% $3,450 25.00% $9,450 25.00%
New Athens UMC $1,137 25.00% $654 25.00% $1,791 25.00%
New Baden UMC $1,605 25.00% $924 25.00% $2,529 25.00%
O'Fallon First UMC $11,598 16.67% $6,670 16.67% $18,268 16.67%
Okawville UMC $510 25.00% $294 25.00% $804 25.00%
Pocahontas UMC $1,779 25.00% $1,023 25.00% $2,802 25.00%
Panama UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC $640 2.82% $360 2.76% $1,000 2.80%
Shiloh UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Shipman UMC $861 25.00% $495 25.00% $1,356 25.00%
Dorchester UMC $264 25.00% $153 25.00% $417 25.00%
Sparta First UMC $4,671 25.00% $2,688 25.00% $7,359 25.00%
Staunton UMC $885 25.00% $510 25.00% $1,395 25.00%
Steeleville UMC $1,020 33.33% $588 33.33% $1,608 33.33%
Percy UMC $753 25.00% $432 25.00% $1,185 25.00%
Trenton First UMC $3,957 25.00% $2,277 25.00% $6,234 25.00%
Troy UMC $9,812 16.67% $5,642 16.67% $15,454 16.67%
Worden UMC $606 25.00% $348 25.00% $954 25.00%
Wanda UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Wood River First UMC $1,050 16.67% $604 16.67% $1,654 16.67%

Mississippi River District Totals $146,268 12.32% $83,860 12.28% $230,127 12.30%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC $1,113 25.00% $639 25.00% $1,752 25.00%
Warrensburg UMC $897 25.00% $516 25.00% $1,413 25.00%
Assumption UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Findlay UMC $954 25.00% $549 25.00% $1,503 25.00%
Windsor UMC $1,545 25.00% $888 25.00% $2,433 25.00%
Athens UMC $2,277 25.00% $1,311 25.00% $3,588 25.00%
Cantrall UMC $1,434 25.00% $825 25.00% $2,259 25.00%
Auburn UMC $1,028 8.33% $591 8.33% $1,619 8.33%
Beason UMC $930 25.00% $534 25.00% $1,464 25.00%
McLean UMC $940 16.67% $540 16.67% $1,480 16.67%
Waynesville UMC $2,484 50.00% $1,428 50.00% $3,912 50.00%
Bissell UMC $200 16.67% $116 16.67% $316 16.67%
Blue Mound UMC $1,542 16.67% $1,329 25.00% $2,871 19.71%
Buckeye UMC $543 25.00% $312 25.00% $855 25.00%
Owaneco UMC $543 25.00% $312 25.00% $855 25.00%
Chatham UMC $5,212 16.67% $2,996 16.67% $8,208 16.67%
Cisco UMC $1,086 12.52% $624 12.53% $1,710 12.52%
Clinton UMC $4,133 30.00% $2,376 30.00% $6,509 30.00%
Decatur Christ UMC $1,218 16.67% $700 16.67% $1,918 16.67%
Decatur First UMC $11,286 25.00% $6,489 25.00% $17,775 25.00%
Decatur Grace UMC $16,515 25.00% $9,495 25.00% $26,010 25.00%
Decatur Wesley UMC $921 25.00% $531 25.00% $1,452 25.00%
Divernon UMC $936 25.00% $540 25.00% $1,476 25.00%
Pawnee UMC $1,308 25.00% $753 25.00% $2,061 25.00%
Thayer UMC $291 8.33% $167 8.33% $458 8.33%
Easton UMC $1,338 25.00% $771 25.00% $2,109 25.00%
Edinburg UMC $1,452 25.00% $834 25.00% $2,286 25.00%
Stonington UMC $1,425 25.00% $819 25.00% $2,244 25.00%
Elkhart UMC $486 25.00% $279 25.00% $765 25.00%
Fairview UMC $336 25.00% $192 25.00% $528 25.00%
Farmersville UMC $213 25.00% $123 25.00% $336 25.00%
Forsyth UMC $3,270 25.00% $1,881 25.00% $5,151 25.00%
Fountain of Life UMC $1,458 25.00% $837 25.00% $2,295 25.00%
Garver Brick UMC $495 25.00% $285 25.00% $780 25.00%
Island Grove UMC $507 25.00% $291 25.00% $798 25.00%
Kenney UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Lincoln First UMC $4,662 16.67% $2,682 16.67% $7,344 16.67%
Loami UMC $660 25.00% $378 25.00% $1,038 25.00%
Long Creek UMC $1,401 25.00% $807 25.00% $2,208 25.00%
Dalton City UMC $548 16.67% $316 16.67% $864 16.67%
Maroa UMC $3,765 25.00% $2,166 25.00% $5,931 25.00%
Mason City UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
San Jose UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Middletown UMC $501 25.00% $288 25.00% $789 25.00%
Midland UMC $769 10.28% $442 10.28% $1,211 10.28%
Monticello UMC $5,286 16.67% $3,040 16.67% $8,326 16.67%
Morrisonville UMC $1,479 25.00% $852 25.00% $2,331 25.00%
Mount Auburn UMC $372 16.67% $214 16.67% $586 16.67%
Mount Pulaski First UMC $470 8.44% $270 8.43% $740 8.44%
Chestnut UMC $429 25.00% $246 25.00% $675 25.00%
Latham UMC $705 25.00% $405 25.00% $1,110 25.00%
Mount Zion UMC $3,612 25.00% $2,076 25.00% $5,688 25.00%
Bethany UMC $768 25.00% $441 25.00% $1,209 25.00%
Moweaqua UMC $1,792 16.67% $1,030 16.67% $2,822 16.67%
Sanner Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
New Holland UMC $2,952 100.00% $1,692 100.00% $4,644 100.00%
Niantic UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Illiopolis UMC $777 25.00% $447 25.00% $1,224 25.00%
Cerro Gordo UMC $1,830 25.00% $1,053 25.00% $2,883 25.00%
Lovington UMC $1,419 25.00% $816 25.00% $2,235 25.00%
Hammond UMC $762 16.67% $438 16.67% $1,200 16.67%
LaPlace UMC $528 25.00% $303 25.00% $831 25.00%
Pana UMC $3,390 16.67% $1,950 16.67% $5,340 16.67%
Petersburg UMC $3,687 25.00% $2,121 25.00% $5,808 25.00%
Elwin UMC $1,488 25.00% $855 25.00% $2,343 25.00%

Macon UMC $2,076 25.00% $1,194 25.00% $3,270 25.00%
Zion Chapel UMC $2,340 33.33% $1,348 33.33% $3,688 33.33%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC $2,430 25.00% $1,398 25.00% $3,828 25.00%
Riverton First UMC $3,408 50.00% $1,956 50.00% $5,364 50.00%
Rochester UMC $2,133 8.33% $1,227 8.33% $3,360 8.33%
Sharon UMC $2,889 25.00% $1,662 25.00% $4,551 25.00%
Sherman UMC $2,011 8.33% $1,157 8.33% $3,168 8.33%
South Fork UMC $1,299 25.00% $747 25.00% $2,046 25.00%
Springfield Asbury UMC $1,160 16.67% $666 16.67% $1,826 16.67%
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC $10,185 25.00% $5,856 25.00% $16,041 25.00%
Springfield First UMC $42,927 25.00% $24,687 25.00% $67,614 25.00%
Springfield Grace UMC $2,394 16.67% $1,376 16.67% $3,770 16.67%
Springfield Jerome UMC $714 25.00% $411 25.00% $1,125 25.00%
New Salem UMC $382 16.67% $220 16.67% $602 16.67%
Springfield Kumler UMC $2,010 25.00% $1,155 25.00% $3,165 25.00%
Springfield Laurel UMC $13,224 25.00% $7,605 25.00% $20,829 25.00%
Sugar Creek UMC $5,412 25.00% $3,114 25.00% $8,526 25.00%
Taylorville UMC $9,228 25.00% $5,307 25.00% $14,535 25.00%
Williamsville UMC $1,872 25.00% $1,077 25.00% $2,949 25.00%

Sangamon River District Totals $222,462 21.84% $128,364 21.92% $350,825 21.87%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC $3,015 25.00% $1,734 25.00% $4,749 25.00%
Aledo UMC $5,726 16.67% $3,292 16.67% $9,018 16.67%
Alpha UMC $2,430 25.00% $1,398 25.00% $3,828 25.00%
Altona UMC $1,720 43.55% $989 43.58% $2,708 43.56%
Victoria UMC $888 14.48% $511 14.48% $1,399 14.48%
Blandinsville UMC $717 25.00% $411 25.00% $1,128 25.00%
Bushnell UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Avon UMC $942 25.00% $543 25.00% $1,485 25.00%
New Philadelphia UMC $156 25.00% $90 25.00% $246 25.00%
Point Pleasant UMC $222 25.00% $129 25.00% $351 25.00%
Cambridge UMC $2,883 25.00% $1,659 25.00% $4,542 25.00%
Colchester UMC $2,466 25.00% $1,419 25.00% $3,885 25.00%
Hills Grove UMC $312 25.00% $180 25.00% $492 25.00%
Colona UMC $3,765 25.00% $2,166 25.00% $5,931 25.00%
Durham UMC $504 25.00% $291 25.00% $795 25.00%
Terre Haute UMC $2,166 50.00% $1,248 50.00% $3,414 50.00%
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC $14,730 25.00% $8,472 25.00% $23,202 25.00%
Elmwood UMC $3,000 25.00% $1,725 25.00% $4,725 25.00%
Fairfield UMC $525 25.00% $303 25.00% $828 25.00%
Fairview Center UMC $2,550 25.00% $1,467 25.00% $4,017 25.00%
Galesburg Faith UMC $2,043 25.00% $1,173 25.00% $3,216 25.00%
Galesburg First UMC $11,280 25.00% $6,486 25.00% $17,766 25.00%
Galva Grace UMC $358 16.67% $206 16.67% $564 16.67%
Geneseo First UMC $4,099 8.33% $2,357 8.33% $6,456 8.33%
Geneseo Grace UMC $7,326 25.00% $4,212 25.00% $11,538 25.00%
Annawan Community UMC $918 25.00% $528 25.00% $1,446 25.00%
Fairview UMC $966 16.67% $556 16.67% $1,522 16.67%
Hooppole Zion UMC $954 25.00% $549 25.00% $1,503 25.00%
Henderson UMC $471 25.00% $270 25.00% $741 25.00%
North Henderson UMC $537 25.00% $309 25.00% $846 25.00%
Hillsdale UMC $807 25.00% $465 25.00% $1,272 25.00%
Illinois City UMC $746 16.67% $430 16.67% $1,176 16.67%
Pine Bluff UMC $402 25.00% $231 25.00% $633 25.00%
Kirkwood UMC $903 25.00% $519 25.00% $1,422 25.00%
Smithshire UMC $288 25.00% $165 25.00% $453 25.00%
Knoxville UMC $2,556 25.00% $1,470 25.00% $4,026 25.00%
Good Hope UMC $1,347 25.00% $774 25.00% $2,121 25.00%
Jerusalem UMC $786 25.00% $453 25.00% $1,239 25.00%
Loraine UMC $2,820 25.00% $1,623 25.00% $4,443 25.00%
Macomb Wesley UMC $12,045 25.00% $6,927 25.00% $18,972 25.00%
Maquon UMC $395 8.33% $227 8.33% $622 8.33%
Douglas UMC $510 25.00% $294 25.00% $804 25.00%
Orange Chapel UMC $204 8.33% $117 8.33% $321 8.33%
Maxey Chapel UMC $669 25.00% $384 25.00% $1,053 25.00%
Milan Trinity UMC $1,634 16.67% $940 16.67% $2,574 16.67%
Green River UMC $402 25.00% $231 25.00% $633 25.00%
Mineral UMC $558 50.00% $324 50.00% $882 50.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC $4,653 25.00% $2,676 25.00% $7,329 25.00%
Moline Riverside UMC $8,535 25.00% $4,908 25.00% $13,443 25.00%
Monmouth First UMC $3,914 16.67% $2,250 16.67% $6,164 16.67%
Nauvoo UMC $616 16.67% $354 16.67% $970 16.67%
Burnside UMC $879 30.02% $507 29.96% $1,386 30.00%
Galva First UMC $1,496 16.67% $860 16.67% $2,356 16.67%
Bishop Hill UMC $558 25.00% $321 25.00% $879 25.00%
Oneida UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Oquawka UMC $426 25.00% $246 25.00% $672 25.00%
Gladstone UMC $675 25.00% $387 25.00% $1,062 25.00%
Biggsville UMC $627 25.00% $360 25.00% $987 25.00%
Orion UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Port Byron First UMC $2,384 16.67% $1,370 16.67% $3,754 16.67%
Reynolds UMC $847 8.33% $487 8.33% $1,334 8.33%
Taylor Ridge UMC $450 25.00% $258 25.00% $708 25.00%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC $5,280 25.00% $3,036 25.00% $8,316 25.00%
Roseville UMC $2,385 25.00% $1,371 25.00% $3,756 25.00%
Swan Creek UMC $465 25.00% $267 25.00% $732 25.00%
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Keep Zoombombing cybercriminals from dropping a load on your meetings
BY PHILIP CHRISTIAN

While shelter in place has left many com-
panies struggling to stay in business during 
the COVID-19 epidemic, one company 
in particular has seen its fortunes rise 
dramatically. Zoom, the US-based maker of 

teleconferencing software, has become the web conference 
tool of choice for employees working from home (WFH), 
friends coming together for virtual happy hour, and families 
trying to stay connected. 
Since March 15, Zoom has occupied the top spot on 
Apple’s App Store. Only one week prior, Zoom was the 
103rd-most popular app. 
Even late-night talk show hosts have jumped on the Zoom 
bandwagon, with Samantha Bee, Stephen Colbert, Jimmy 
Fallon, and Jimmy Kimmel using a combination of Zoom 
and cellphone video to produce their respective shows 
from home. 
In an incredibly zeitgeisty moment, everyone and their par-
ents are Zooming. Unfortunately, opportunistic cybercrimi-
nals, hackers, and Internet trolls are Zooming, too.
HOW TO SCHEDULE A MEETING IN ZOOM, SAFELY.
Set your meeting ID to generate automatically and always 
require a password.
Keep your Zoom meetings secure.
Here are our tips for keeping your Zoom meetings secure 

and free from Zoombombers. Keep in mind that many of 
these tips apply to other teleconferencing tools as well. 

• Generate a unique meeting ID. Using your personal ID 
for meetings is like having an open-door policy—any-
one can pop in at any time. Granted, it’s convenient 
and easy to remember. However, if a Zoombomber 
successfully guesses your personal ID, they can drop in 
on your meetings whenever they want or even share 
your meeting ID with others.

• Set a password for each meeting. Even if you have a 
unique meeting ID, an invited participant can still share 
your meeting ID with someone outside your organiza-
tion. Adding a password to your meeting is one more 
layer of security you can add to keep interlopers out.

• Allow signed-in users only. With this option, it won’t 
matter if Zoombombers have the meeting ID—even the 
password. This setting requires everyone to be signed in 
to Zoom using the email they were invited through.

• Use the waiting room. With the waiting room, the 
meeting doesn’t start until the host arrives and adds 
everyone to the meeting. Attendees in the waiting room 
can’t communicate with each other while they’re in 
the waiting room. This gives you one additional layer of 
manual verification, before anyone can join your meeting.

• Enable the chime when users join or leave the meet-
ing. Besides giving you a reason to embarrass late ar-
rivals, the chime ensures no one can join your meeting 

undetected. The chime is usually on by default, so you 
may want to check to make sure you haven’t turned it 
off in your settings.

• Lock the room once the meeting has begun. Once 
all expected attendees have joined, lock the meet-
ing. It seems simple, but it’s another easy way to keep 
Zoombombing at bay.

• Limit screen sharing. Before the meeting starts, you 
can restrict who can share their screen to just the host. 
And during the meeting, you can change this setting on 
the fly, in case a participant ends up needing to show 
something.

A special note for IT administrators: As a matter of 
company policy, many of these Zoom settings can be set 
to default. You can even further lock down settings for a 
particular group of users with access to sensitive informa-
tion (or those with a higher learning curve on cybersecurity 
hygiene). For more detailed information, see the Zoom 
Help Center.
No matter which web conferencing software you use, take 
a moment to learn its settings and make smart choices 
about the data you share in your meetings. Do this, and 
you’ll have a safe and happy socially-distanced gathering 
each time you sign on.
(Peter Christian is a cybersecurity writer at Malwarebytes. 
Adapted from an April 14 blog entry on https://blog.mal-
warebytes.com)

MMDC continues shipments, assisting in COVID-19 Pandemic
Midwest Mission Distribution Center has been very active 
both in shipping materials internationally as well as assisting 
in the Covid-19 pandemic.
Among the current needs are 4,500 hand towels to 
finish 8,000 personal dignity kits for Food for the Poor in 
Guatamala, El Salvador and Jamaica. The dignity kits will 
help supply Food for the Poor’s healthcare programs.
Current needs can be found at Midwest Mission’s website: 
http://www.midwestmission.org/donate/current-needs 
Midwest Mission delivered 5,016 United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Hygiene Kits to the 
Northeast Community Fund in Decatur April 17. The 
Northeast Community Fund increased its food distribution 
from once a month to twice a month to help with all 
people now in need because of Covid-19.
A large request for relief was submitted and with some 
of the funds donated from the #20DayChallenge we 
were able to pay it forward - your generous gifts will help 
purchase supplies for those in need during this pandemic.
Over the weekend, a request came in from our partner 
Springfield’s South Side Christian Church, a congregation 

that is generous with their time, talent, and treasure. It was 
their desire to leverage the unique collection of gifts that 
make up their church family to achieve a greater impact 
for the Kingdom. They select missions all around the world 
to support. Midwest Mission was chosen to be one of 
their National Partners. 
Last week South Side received a letter from another of 
their National Mission groups, American Indian Christian 
Mission (AICM) in Arizona, requesting immediate supplies 
to help those in the Navajo and Apache Reservations that 
are being affected by Covid-19. 
The AICM have no masks, hand sanitizer or toilet 
paper. On April 24, Midwest Mission sent a shipment to 
the AICM with a record-breaking shipment valued at 
$435,580.
The shipment included the following items:  

• 6,444 Rice Packets which will feed 38,664 individuals 
Assembled by: Savoy UMC, Springfield First UMC, 
Marion Aldersgate UMC,  Fairbury First UMC, 
Concord Trinity UMC in St. Louis, Mo., Batesville 
First UMC (Ind.); and Edwardsville UMC in 

Georgetown, Ind. 
• 14,300 8 oz bottles of hand sanitizer bought in 

bulk from Kennay Farms Distilling in Rochelle, and 
bottled on-site 

• 1,170 homemade cloth masks 
• 4,080 N95 Masks 
• 585 Bottles of Household Cleaner 
• 10 - 30 Gallon Empty Barrels and 4 - 250 Gallon 

Plastic Water Tanks to haul and store water
• 1,557 Rolls of Toilet Paper 
• 640 Personal Dignity Kits 
• 20,016 UMCOR Hygiene Kits 
• 28,800 Sponges 
• 800 Scrub Brushes 
• 1,008 Bottles of Water 
• 250 New Pairs of Shoes 

If you would like to donate funds to continue to allow 
Midwest Mission to provide relief supplies to all those 
in need visit: https://app.mobilecause.com/form/
VoNrJA?vid=7eitm 
Call Midwest Mission if you have any questions.  
217-483-7911.

Conference NewsConference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2020*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

Stronghurst UMC $987 25.00% $567 25.00% $1,554 25.00%
Carman UMC $915 25.00% $528 25.00% $1,443 25.00%
Church of the Cross UMC $888 25.00% $510 25.00% $1,398 25.00%
Hampton Grace UMC $792 25.00% $456 25.00% $1,248 25.00%
Viola UMC $1,827 25.00% $1,050 25.00% $2,877 25.00%
Preemption UMC $1,932 25.00% $1,113 25.00% $3,045 25.00%
Walnut Grove UMC $1,230 25.00% $708 25.00% $1,938 25.00%
Joy UMC $312 16.67% $180 16.67% $492 16.67%
Eliza Community UMC $528 25.00% $0 – $528 25.00%
New Boston UMC $384 25.00% $222 25.00% $606 25.00%
Williamsfield UMC $1,410 25.00% $813 25.00% $2,223 25.00%
Dahinda UMC $6,504 100.00% $3,732 100.00% $10,236 100.00%

Spoon River District Totals $156,640 22.02% $89,784 22.01% $246,423 22.02%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
Bloomington Park UMC $1,785 25.00% $1,026 25.00% $2,811 25.00%
Bloomington Wesley UMC $24,915 25.00% $14,328 25.00% $39,243 25.00%
Bonfield First UMC $621 25.00% $357 25.00% $978 25.00%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC $1,713 25.00% $984 25.00% $2,697 25.00%
Grand Prairie UMC $1,032 25.00% $594 25.00% $1,626 25.00%
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC $3,584 24.91% $2,060 24.92% $5,644 24.91%
Braceville UMC $1,038 25.00% $597 25.00% $1,635 25.00%
Mazon UMC $723 25.00% $417 25.00% $1,140 25.00%
Chatsworth UMC $2,706 50.00% $1,560 50.00% $4,266 50.00%
Forrest UMC $1,533 25.00% $882 25.00% $2,415 25.00%
Chenoa UMC $4,908 100.00% $2,820 100.00% $7,728 100.00%
Coal City UMC $3,800 16.67% $2,186 16.67% $5,986 16.67%
Cornell UMC $960 25.00% $552 25.00% $1,512 25.00%
United Church of Odell UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Downs UMC $3,996 25.00% $2,298 25.00% $6,294 25.00%
Dwight UMC $6,870 25.00% $3,951 25.00% $10,821 25.00%
El Paso UMC $2,760 25.00% $1,587 25.00% $4,347 25.00%
Essex UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Fairbury First UMC $4,824 25.00% $2,775 25.00% $7,599 25.00%
Herscher UMC $1,788 16.67% $1,028 16.67% $2,816 16.67%
Reddick UMC $1,323 25.00% $762 25.00% $2,085 25.00%
South Wilmington UMC $321 25.00% $186 25.00% $507 25.00%
United Church of Heyworth $2,312 16.67% $1,330 16.67% $3,642 16.67%
Hudson UMC $1,641 25.00% $945 25.00% $2,586 25.00%
Kankakee Asbury UMC $0 0.00% $2,570 11.06% $2,570 4.04%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC $3,762 25.00% $2,163 25.00% $5,925 25.00%
Bradley Wesley UMC $2,535 25.00% $1,458 25.00% $3,993 25.00%
Kankakee Trinity UMC $1,797 25.00% $1,035 25.00% $2,832 25.00%
Bradley Evangelical UMC $912 25.00% $525 25.00% $1,437 25.00%
Aroma Park UMC $182 8.33% $105 8.33% $287 8.33%

LeRoy UMC $5,952 25.00% $3,423 25.00% $9,375 25.00%
Lexington First UMC $3,282 16.67% $1,886 16.67% $5,168 16.67%
Long Point UMC $963 25.00% $555 25.00% $1,518 25.00%
Lostant UMC $2,190 83.33% $1,512 100.00% $3,702 89.42%
Richland UMC $210 25.00% $120 25.00% $330 25.00%
Magnolia UMC $340 16.67% $196 16.67% $536 16.67%
McNabb UMC $1,728 100.00% $996 100.00% $2,724 100.00%
Manteno UMC $3,840 25.00% $2,208 25.00% $6,048 25.00%
McDowell UMC $4,836 100.00% $2,784 100.00% $7,620 100.00%
Minonk UMC $594 25.00% $342 25.00% $936 25.00%
Wenona Saint John's UMC $708 25.00% $408 25.00% $1,116 25.00%
Momence First UMC $1,382 16.67% $796 16.67% $2,178 16.67%
Grant Park First UMC $660 25.00% $381 25.00% $1,041 25.00%
Normal Calvary UMC $26,313 25.00% $15,132 25.00% $41,445 25.00%
Normal First UMC $15,051 25.00% $8,655 25.00% $23,706 25.00%
Normal Morningstar UMC $3,243 25.00% $1,866 25.00% $5,109 25.00%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC $1,932 50.00% $1,110 50.00% $3,042 50.00%
Pontiac First UMC $8,577 25.00% $4,932 25.00% $13,509 25.00%
Atlanta UMC $1,275 25.00% $735 25.00% $2,010 25.00%
Ebenezer UMC $1,300 33.33% $748 33.33% $2,048 33.33%
Hopedale UMC $642 25.00% $369 25.00% $1,011 25.00%
Ransom UMC $1,083 25.00% $621 25.00% $1,704 25.00%
Verona UMC $480 25.00% $276 25.00% $756 25.00%
Ritchey UMC $2,064 100.00% $0 0.00% $2,064 63.47%
Roanoke UMC $2,799 25.00% $1,608 25.00% $4,407 25.00%
Secor UMC $702 25.00% $405 25.00% $1,107 25.00%
Saunemin UMC $1,698 25.00% $975 25.00% $2,673 25.00%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC $1,532 33.86% $889 34.14% $2,421 33.96%
Cropsey UMC $1,152 25.00% $663 25.00% $1,815 25.00%
Streator First UMC $3,339 25.00% $1,920 25.00% $5,259 25.00%
Grand Ridge UMC $1,365 25.00% $786 25.00% $2,151 25.00%
Ellsworth UMC $1,107 25.00% $636 25.00% $1,743 25.00%
Colfax UMC $987 32.38% $0 0.00% $987 20.56%
Pleasant Grove UMC $561 25.00% $324 25.00% $885 25.00%
Tonica UMC $1,548 25.00% $891 25.00% $2,439 25.00%
Hennepin UMC $1,992 50.00% $1,146 50.00% $3,138 50.00%
Cabery UMC $411 25.00% $237 25.00% $648 25.00%
Cullom UMC $510 25.00% $294 25.00% $804 25.00%
Kempton UMC $342 25.00% $198 25.00% $540 25.00%

Vermilion River District Totals $193,031 24.79% $112,104 25.03% $305,135 24.88%

Colp UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Big Prairie UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Tower Hill UMC (CLOSED)  $1,524.00  50.00%  $906.00  50.00%  $2,430.00  50.00%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC (CLOSED)  $150.00  46.30%  $150.00  78.13%  $300.00  58.14%
Bryant UMC (CLOSED)  $648.00  100.00%  $384.00  100.00%  $1,032.00  100.00%
Providence Chapel UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bonnie UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Irvington UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Prairieton UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Saint Jacob UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
LaHarpe UMC (CLOSED)  $502.00  15.61%  $298.00  15.62%  $800.00  15.61%
Decatur Central UMC (CLOSED)  $2,634.00  50.00%  $1,566.00  50.00%  $4,200.00  50.00%
Bethel UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
      

IGRC TOTALS  $1,517,409  19.76%  $878,245 19.90%  $2,395,654  19.81%
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Photos courtesy of Larry Kies
Two houses financed by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
were completed in late December to provide housing for two 
agricultural instructors. Pictured are Robert Saungweme, AU’s 
crop supervisor, in front of his new home and Joel Nyabunze and 
family. Nyabunze is the piggery and poultry supervisor.

BY SARA BROWN
IGRC Disaster Response Coordinator

Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord!  
We are living in unprecedented times as it 

relates to responding to natural disasters within 
our IGRC as well as beyond when invited. Perhaps 
you are sheltering in place. Perhaps you provide 
essential services and are out and about. Perhaps 
you are working remotely at home and dependent 
on connection virtually. Perhaps you are like me--
restricted to home due to depressed immune system 
or other health condition that necessitates zero 
outside contact. Whatever be the case, we are still 
called to be the caring Christian presence in the 
aftermath of a disaster.

As the IGRC Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinator, I coordinate with UMCOR, IVOAD 
(Illinois Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster), 
and Midwest Mission Distribution Center.  UMCOR 
staff is working remotely. 

All trainings are cancelled and will be 
rescheduled at a later time. Teams which had been 
working in Puerto Rico and in Haiti have been 
brought back home. 

UMCOR provided disaster assistance to those 
areas affected by tornado in Tennessee which, up 
until mid-March, had an overwhelming response of 
volunteers and are not requesting any ERTs. 

ILVOAD is holding ongoing conference 
calls to address the current disaster of Covid19. I 
recommend you check out their website: https://
ilvoad.communityos.org (or just google Illinois 

VOAD). We are active members of VOAD and it is 
during times like these that the interconnection of 
agencies this organization fosters greatly enhance 
our ability to respond. We are coordinating with 
Lutheran Services to support efforts in southern 
Illinois to provide needed food and supplies to folks 
in Cairo. Midwest Mission Distribution Center is 
actively involved, offering warehouse space and 
delivery capabilities. Take a moment and go to the 
website www.midwestmission.org. Every one of the 
agencies mentioned has been working very diligently 
to respond in unique ways to unmet needs during this 
unprecedented natural disaster called Covid 19. 

I am aware of some local churches and 
community organizations which are providing knock 
and drop food deliveries to folks in need.  Would you 
please email me with local efforts in your area as well 
as unmet needs that are emerging?  Also, it would be 
helpful for me to know what resources are available 
through your local UM Church, what community 
organizations (Rotary, Red Cross, etc.), food banks, 
etc. are active. This information is helpful when I am 
contacted by VOAD members. 

I encourage you to go to the MMDC website, 
click on Covid19 response and consider sharing the 
HomeMission page. I also need you to reach out to 
those in your IGRC district who are ERT trained. 

We anticipate the need for volunteers to assist not 
only with Covid19 response but with the projected 
spring flooding. By the way, we have had our first set 
of tornadoes. Fortunately, local resources were able to 
respond adequately to this weather event.

Disaster response continues 
even in times of Covid-19

Conference News
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MOVING CAMPUS 
MINISTRY ONLINE

CHARLESTON – Eastern Illinois University’s 
Wesley Foundation moved online, with the move to 
online courses, beginning March 30. 
The Foundation is meeting online on Sunday and 
Wednesday nights, thanks to IGRC’s generosity in shar-
ing the LifeSize video conferencing platform with the 
Wesley Foundations. 

Students were excited to receive special Holy 
Week care packages in the mail, and we look forward 
to celebrating our graduates virtually at the end of the 
semester, during the first week of May, which is still 
finals week…just all online! 

Rev. Betzy Elifrits Warren posts daily devotions 
on the EIU Wesley Foundation Facebook page, via 
Facebook Live, at 10 a.m., Sunday-Friday, and shares a 
bedtime story every night at 10 p.m. 

Though these are little things, students find them 
meaningful and reassuring parts of their new daily 
routines. Things seems to be turned up-side-down, but 
God is with us through this all.

NORMAL – Lauren Knicl, Illinois State University 
Wesley’s intern this year, knew since August that she 
would preach in the spring. Though it wasn't what she 
thought it would be, she persevered and recorded her 
first-ever sermon to be shared via Facebook. 

To say we are proud is an understatement. Thanks 
Lauren, for your passion for ministry and for people. 
We love you and cannot wait to see where God's call 
will take you in the future!  Find her sermon & the 
entire service at https://www.facebook.com/isumerge/ 

$500 grants for Food Assistance ministries

General Conference 2021 dates announced, Jurisdictional Conferences on hold
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. – After the pandemic-caused 
postponement, the new prospective dates for The United 
Methodist Church’s General Conference are Aug. 31-Sept. 
10, 2021.
The Council of Bishops disclosed the proposed dates, 
including a Council of Bishops meeting starting Aug. 26, 
in an email to its members and other church leaders. The 
proposed dates also were discussed among delegates of at 
least one jurisdictional conference in late March.
General Conference organizers have not confirmed the 
dates.
Previously, the organizers announced that they resolved to 
keep the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly in the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. General Conference was 
originally scheduled to meet at the convention center May 
5-15 of this year.
With the legislative assembly on the calendar, other church 
gatherings also will get new dates.
The Council of Bishops said that once the General Con-
ference dates are official, new dates will be announced for 

the five jurisdictional conferences —simultaneous meet-
ings where new U.S. bishops are elected. The jurisdictional 
conferences, originally scheduled for July, are now on hold.
The seven central conferences — church regions in Africa, 
Europe and the Philippines — also are rescheduling their 
meetings and bishop elections. Still to be determined is 
what the delay in bishop elections means for bishops who 
were to retire this year. The Council of Bishops plans to 
have a virtual meeting on April 29-May 1.
The yearlong postponement of General Conference is 
unprecedented, according to the United Methodist Com-
mission on Archives and History.
The United Methodist Church and its predecessor bodies 
typically have held a General Conference at least every 
four years since 1792. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
South replaced General Conference with a two-day 
informal meeting in 1862 during the turmoil of the U.S. 
Civil War, but it continued its meeting as scheduled in May 
1918, the early days of the influenza pandemic.   
However, organizers had to postpone the 2020 General 
Conference after the Minneapolis Convention Center 

canceled events into May to reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus. The shutdown would have affected the first 
five days of 10-day gathering.
Planning the assembly comes with multiple moving parts 
that must align. These include securing visas, hotel space, 
transportation, interpreters and a large-enough venue 
for a gathering set to draw 862 delegates and 66 bishops 
from four continents as well as potentially thousands of 
others.
Under The United Methodist Church's constitution, Gen-
eral Conference is to meet every four years “at such time 
and in such place” as determined by General Conference 
itself or “by its duly authorized committees.”
The gathering — the only body that officially speaks for 
the entire United Methodist Church — is responsible for 
many crucial decisions. These include electing members of 
the Judicial Council, the denomination’s equivalent of the 
Supreme Court, and voting on the four-year budget that 
funds denomination-wide ministries. Among other factors, 
the budget affects how many bishops the denomination 
will financially support and thus how many can be elected.

Conference News

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc 
to access the online catalog.

Questions, comments? 
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org 

or 217-529-2744

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER

#820025    Another Way: Living and Leading Change  
 on Purpose
#820034    Extraordinary Ministry in Ordinary Time:  
 An invitation to Renewal for Pastors
#820031    Fear Not: Living Grace and Truth in a  
 Frightened World
#820030    Happy Surprises: Help Others Discover  
 the Joy of Giving
#820028    Holy Moments: Activities for Teaching  
 Children about Worship
#820029    Reclaiming Church: A Call to Action  
 for Religious Rejects
#820036    Ruthless Elimination of Hurry
#820035    Transformative Teaching: Teaching  
 Strategies that Move from  
 Traditional to Transformational
#820027    Very Best Day: The Way of  
 Love for Children
#820032    We Were Spiritual Refugees:  
 A Story to Help You  
 Believe in Church
#820033    What Every Christian Needs  
 to Know About Judaism

New books available to borrow from the UMRC!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

Annual Conference rescheduled for Aug. 14-15 in Peoria
Lay and Clergy Members of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference:

Out of an abundance of caution, I am announcing new dates and 
rescheduling our Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference Session to be held 
on Aug. 14-15, 2020, at the Peoria Convention Center.

In order to help us further limit potential exposure, this will be a 
shortened, two-day Annual Conference Session beginning on Friday morning 
and concluding with our Ordination Service on Saturday morning.

We are still planning times of worship, decision-making, information, 
and celebration. We are also planning times of prayer for healing and 
opportunities for proclaiming our hope in God's power over illness and 
disease. We will be making changes to our standard agenda, and we will likely 
have to temporarily set aside some of our regular activities and traditions.

I know that many of you will have questions about the details of Annual 
Conference Session. I've asked our leaders to compile a Frequently Asked 

Questions sheet, which is attached to this letter. We hope that this will 
address many of your questions, but feel free to reach out with any additional 
questions to the people listed as contacts at the end of the FAQ sheet.

This is an unexpected and unusual circumstance, but we know that we 
serve a God whose specialty is bringing victory out of difficult circumstances. 
Even if we have never experienced something like this before, we know that 
we serve a God who has seen everything and prevailed. I am looking forward 
to this opportunity to gather to celebrate our connection and offer our shared 
worship to our glorious God.

God bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

A Frequently Asked Questions about Annual Conference 2020 can be found 
at: https://www.igrc.org/ac2020faq

BY CURTIS BROWN

IGRC DIRECTOR OF CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
Our local church food pantries and feeding programs are 
a key distribution point for hunger relief efforts in our 
communities. We want to support their ongoing opera-
tion and encourage other churches to join them in food 
assistance ministries.
FOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES WITH FOOD 
BANKS OR FEEDING PROGRAMS
The Board of Global Ministries will provide a $500 grant 
to any IGRC United Methodist Church that is operating 
or partnering with a food pantry, food bank, or feeding 
ministry.
How to apply:
1) Grant applications will be received during the 

month of May 2020.
2) Grant applications can be sent to Christy Blickens-

derfer (cblickensderfer@igrc.org).
3) Grant application is very simple and should include:

a. Name and address of church requesting grant
b. Name and email of person completing grant 

request
c. Picture of your church’s food assistance ministry
d. A short paragraph (of at least three sentences) 

that describes how your church’s food assistance 
ministry is continuing to serve your community.

FOR ALL OTHER UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES
The Board of Global Ministries will provide up to a $500 
grant to any IGRC United Methodist Church to match 
local church mission funds distributed through grocery 

cards given to people in their communities.
How to apply:
1) Grant applications will be received during the 

month of May 2020.
2) Grant applications can be sent to Christy Blickens-

derfer (cblickensderfer@igrc.org).
3) Grant application is very simple and should include:

a. Name and address of church requesting grant
b. Name and email of person completing grant 

request
c. Amount of grant request (up to $500 to match 

church’s funding)
d. Picture of the grocery gift cards being distributed 

to your community
e. A short paragraph (of at least three sentences) 

that describes the amount and how your 
church’s food assistance grocery gifts cards distri-
bution ministry is serving your community.

HOW YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT OUR CHURCHES’ FOOD 
BANKS AND FEEDING PROGRAMS:
The Board of Global Ministries is inviting local churches 
to contribute to our IGRC Disaster Response Fund 
(Advance #6800) to support this emergency assistance 
to our churches’ food assistance ministries. This fund pro-
vides emergency assistance to a wide variety of disaster 
response across our state. If we receive funding beyond 
our expenditures, the Board will consider a second 
round of emergency assistance in the Fall. 
For any questions, please contact Curtis Brown 
cbrown@igrc.org. 

16

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  MAY 2020

https://www.facebook.com/isumerge/
www.igrc.org/umrc
mailto:umrc%40igrc.org?subject=
https://www.igrc.org/ac2020faq
mailto:cblickensderfer%40igrc.org?subject=
mailto:cblickensderfer%40igrc.org?subject=
mailto:cbrown%40igrc.org?subject=



