
 

 

President Camille McCaskill 

601 Raintree Drive 

Shiloh, IL 62221 

(618) 236 –1066 

cmccask@att.net 

While the United Methodist Women of the Illinois Great Rivers 

conference are battling the pandemic discomfort, inconvenience 

and challenges due to COVID-19, we are busy putting faith and 

love into action.  We continue to participate in the reading pro-

gram, provide financial support for national mission institutions, 

Mission Giving and The Legacy Fund; Stay connected through 

virtual meetings, telephone calls, emails, conference calls, 

zoom, sending cards, and praying for those with medical needs 

and support during periods of grief.   

Our UMW outreach activities include over 7,537 masks made 

for Cunningham Children’s Home, hospitals, health districts, 

nursing homes, assisted living facilities, food pantries, housing 

projects, grocery store workers, The Mission Distribution Center 

and church members; 150 washcloth bears made for an assist-

ed living facility; over $200 donated to OMCOR; Volunteers 

working in food pantries and delivering lunches to home bound 

residents weekly; Cards sent to direct service staff at Cunning-

ham Children’s Home; Volunteering, donating and participating 
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in Cunningham Children’s Home first Virtual Quilt Festival; Being Cunningham Children's Home 

Spirited Servants; and, conducting weekly Prayer Calls. Thank you united methodist women for put-

ting faith, hope and love into action. 

The United Methodist Women district annual meetings will be held in September, both face to face 

and virtual. The conference virtual annual meeting will be held on October 3
rd

.  Our thanks to the Illi-

nois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church for allowing the UMW  conference 

and districts to hold virtual annual meetings through the Church conferencing system.  Kudos to 

Paul Black for his assistance and support. See details regarding registering for the Virtual Annual 

Meetings in this newsletter. 

United Methodist Women, friends and supporters, let us hope for a tomorrow without divisiveness, 

racism, inequalities, and injustice doing what we must do to make it happen!   

Stay connected with your UMW units, districts and conference.  Be healthy and safe during this time 
of COVID-19. 

Blessings and Peace, 
Camille 

Secretary Ginny Riggins 

27 Broadway Place 

Normal, IL 61761 

(309) 825 –7942 

ginnyriggins@comcast.net 

Thank you to everyone who has already submitted your 2021 Dis-

trict Calendar and/or Slate of Officers!  As your new conference sec-

retary, I need all the help I can get to provide lists when needed.  If 

you haven’t submitted your calendar dates or officer lists, please 

send them to me electronically, if possible, to  

ginnyriggins@comcast.net.  Or mail them to Ginny Riggins, 27 

Broadway Pl, Normal, IL 61761. 

On another note, I was able to participate with Normal First in a vir-

tual session of Finding Peace in an Anxious World, the Mission u 

study for 2020.  We used the book, edited by Erin James-Brown, the 

videos recorded by Devon Herrell, (found on umw.org), and the 

leadership materials offered by National UMW.  It is a great study 

and very appropriate and helpful for our current anxious times. I rec-

ommend that other districts or individual units consider offering this 

study. 

mailto:ginnyriggins@comcast.net


 

Vice President Sue Coons 

1200 E College Ave, Apt 208 

Normal, IL 61761 

(815) 674 –7861 

suzcoons@aol.com 

In The Faith We Sing hymn book we find these wonderful words on page 

2172: “Come! Live in the light!  . . . Come! Open your heart! . . . Sing! Sing 

a new song! . . .We are called to act with justice, we are called to love  

tenderly, we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God!”  

And now WE ARE CALLED TO JOIN TOGETHER VIRTUALLY! Our Annu-

al Celebration will be held on October 3, and we can all gather together 

from our homes virtually (thanks to COVID-19). We are all disappointed 

that we won’t be able to meet face-to-face in 2020, but let’s look for the 

positives:  no overnight stay in a motel, no long drive to get to the meeting, 

and an opportunity to visit together through some amazing technology to 

share together in worship, and to learn about all of the wonderful mission 

work that UMW continues in spite of the necessary protective restrictions 

with which we are all living. 

Our virtual meeting will be held through the IGRC Lifesize technology and 

the expertise of Paul Black, IGRC Communications Director.  The meeting 

on October 3 will be starting at 9:00 a.m. and going to approximately 11:00 

a.m. Since this is a first-time plan for our meeting, we are not exactly sure 

of the time frame, but we plan to finish no later than 11:00 a.m. YOU WILL 

NEED TO REGISTER ON-LINE TO GET THE NECESSARY INFOR-

MATION TO JOIN THE MEETING. THERE IS NO CHARGE TO REGIS-

TER, BUT YOU MUST REGISTER THROUGH THE IGRC WEBSITE. 

Registration is now open at tinyurl.com/reg2020umwigrc with those districts using the Lifesize sys-

tem, but All DISTRICTS WILL NEED THIS LINK TO REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE UMW 

MEETING. Persons can register for BOTH their district meeting that is listed AND the Conference 

meeting with one registration. Some districts are using a different venue for their meetings, so you 

will need to register for those district meetings as the District team gives you the information. The 

information on logging in to the Conference Meeting  is received in the registrant’s confirmation 

email. 

Please get your registration in as early as possible. This is a completely new adventure for all of us, 

and we need to be flexible and ready to find our way in this “new normal.” Thank you for your pa-

tience. We plan to have a meaningful and inspirational morning for you, and we will send out further 

details in the coming weeks. 

Hope to “see” you on October 3!! 

https://tinyurl.com/reg2020umwigrc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Climate Justice  

     Economic Inequality     

 Global Justice/Peace 

       Human Trafficking    

Immigration Justice  

Maternal/Child Health 

Peace Building 

Racial Justice 

Women’s Rights 

Mass Incarceration & 
Criminalization of Communities 

of Color 

Nominations Helen Dufour 

2025 Garden Drive 

Kankakee, IL 60901 

(815) 939 –0987 

helendu4@netzero.net 

At the Annual Fall Celebration,  election of officers for 2021 will be conducted.  The Nominations 

Committee has been working hard to fill all positions.  To date we still have openings for Secretary 

of Program Resources and Nominations-Class of 2024.  The Chairman of Nominations will be 

chosen from the committee. 

As the ballot is included in this Bridge, positions not filled will need to be nominated from the floor.  

The form is included in this newsletter.  Nominations must be submitted to Helen DuFour by 

September 19, 2020.  

Prayfully seek God’s guidance as you ponder submitting someone’s name for a position or as you 

volunteer to step up.  You may be just the right person for the position.  God leads us down new 

paths even when we think we are unable.  He will not give us a task or present an opportunity to 

serve Him that is too great for us.  We just must listen, trust and obey.  

When He presents an opportunity for you to serve, He will always be with you.  He will provide the 

loving support that you need.  We are all sisters in Christ.  He has supported us.  We never stand 

alone when we seek to serve our Lord.  

IGRC-UMW needs you.  Please pray, listen, and then call Helen at 815-939-0987. 

I want to thank the members of the committee who have tirelessy made calls seeking to fill all 

positions- Linda Dean, Janet Lindstrom, Marilyn Ragler and Linda Reining.  You are truly 

appreciated.       

Helen DuFour, Chair of CON 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/economic-inequality
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/justice-issues
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/human-trafficking
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/peace


 



 

Treasurer Louella Christensen 

200 E Wurl Lane 

Altamont, IL 62411 

(618) 315 –8020 

mail2lou@mac.com 

United Methodist Women 

Constitution and Bylaws tell us 

each Unit is to set an annual 

Mission Pledge goal and work to 

meet it.  What we give in the five 

channels funds the budget that 

supports United Methodist 

Women programs here and 

around the world.  Our 

continued support for Mission is 

critical, especially during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

Has your Unit met their 

2020 Unit pledge goal? 

Meeting your Unit Pledge goal is 

now part of Mission Today, Five 

Star and Rainbow criteria.  So far, 

51 Units have met their Pledge 

goals.  If you collect more for 

Mission (offerings, member gifts, 

etc.) and have met your Pledge 

goal, please give Mission Pennies 

to help with District and 

Conference Pledges.  Every 

penny counts!  Let’s do all we can 

to meet our Mission obligations in 

2020. 

Is your Unit ready to set their 2021 Unit Pledge goal? 

We use Pledge information in budget planning, so this is important.  Don’t skip setting your Pledge 

goal.  Please contact your District Treasurer soon to set your 2021 Unit Pledge goal.  

Thank you for answering God’s call to be in Mission with women, children and youth.  Stay safe!   

I am praying for you. 



 

Education & Interpretation Pam Hammond McDavid 

6712 Preston Dr 

Springfield, IL 62711 

(217) 483 –6331 

pkhmcdavid@yahoo.com 

"For a time such as this."  I've heard that phrase 

on more than one occasion.  Indeed, I hope each 

of us believe God has prepared us for times such 

as these. We must be responsive to our current 

situation. Indeed, we have to adapt on a daily 

basis as we traverse these uncertain times. 

COVID has normalized Change! Yet through it 

all, as United Methodist Women we must believe 

and focus on the power of prayer and be a 

conduit for love, mercy and hope. 

The gaps and shallow infrastructure of various 

societal institutions have been exposed. Our 

mission giving must be sustained and expanded. 

United Methodist Women throughout the country 

are still in mission even as we shelter at home. 

Give now to support our international and 

national mission partners working to serve 

vulnerable communities hit hardest by COVID-19 

at tinyurl.com/donateumw 

One of the United Methodist Women's National 

Mission Institutions, The Big Garden in Omaha, 

NE found a valuable way to serve during this 

global health crisis.  Instead of letting the 

educational gardens they have established at 

schools and other agencies lie fallow, staff are 

working these 30 plus gardens to provide much 

needed fresh produce to the emergency food 

system in their community. " They found a need 

to shift their focus and are now providing more 

than 10,000 pounds of food for the community's 

homeless shelter and food pantries.  

We may be hesitant to keep up the Mission 

Giving however the need is greater and more 

intense than ever. Here is a graph demonstrating 

on a time line how quickly the funding is used. 

2020 Mission Dollars Spent 

Year 

Day 

Hour 

Minute 

$11,360,000.00 

$31,123.19 

$1,296.80 

$21.61 

Reginald Smith, Executive Director of the 

United Methodist Neighborhood Centers in 

Chattanooga, TN explained, " if I have ever 

understood what it means to operate in faith, 

it is more certainly now. We are finding new 

ways to serve our low income families 

because we know that God has put us in this 

place at the time to serve this community." 

Needs are only expected to increase 

throughout the country as our National 

Mission Institutions deal with the long-term 

societal effects of the pandemic. Our mission 

work as United Methodist Women is more 

important than ever!  Please give generously 

(tinyurl.com/donateumw).  "As we face this 

battle", states Smith, "there is no group I 

would rather have on my side than United 

Methodist Women!" 

IGRC.......Let's dig a bit deeper,  

Let's be the Blessing.... 

https://tinyurl.com/donateumw
https://tinyurl.com/donateumw


 

Membership Nurture & Outreach Kay Fisher 

324 S Center Ave 

Bradley, IL 60915 

(815) 932 –9605 

kay9605@yahoo.com 

As I was thinking about what I wanted to share with you all in this newsletter article, I was privileged 

to attend a “Zoom” meeting with MNO Coordinators across the nation. We were called together to 

take a look at the membership census report for 2019, and to discuss ways that this information can 

help us in our planning and programming for the next few years. One thing that we are all struggling 

with is encouraging younger women to join our organization. We didn’t really have time to get into 

too many suggestions, but we all felt that this should be an important emphasis in order for us to 

grow and continue. 

There are a few new things in development that I will be sharing as they come into being – a virtual 

Soul Care retreat, more online resources that will be available, ways to connect with other units 

around the world, and so on. One thing we are being asked to do as individuals is to register our 

membership online. Visit myUMW Application (tinyurl.com/myumwapp) to fill out a survey to show 

your individual membership). On this page, you will also find a button to direct you to a separate 

survey if you don’t have an email address. I filled it out this morning, took about 2 minutes, and at 

the end I could print out a membership card (optional!). I would suggest that if you have internet 

wherever your unit meets, have a laptop available for everyone to get registered. And of course in 

this day of social distancing, masks, and sanitizer, be sure to have wipes available to clean off the 

keyboard and mouse in between members entering their information. 

To our district MNO Coordinators: watch for information from me around the beginning of October, 

as we prepare and start our membership counting for this year! 

Due to the current pandemic, The Bridge is currently being distributed electronically only. 

Please forward copies of this newsletter to share with those who are interested.  

The Bridge is published 3 times a year: March, June, and September. Please let me know if your 

email address changes. 

Newsletter questions or contributions: igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

Communication Coordinator Denise Caparula 

522 S Poplar St 

Manteno, IL 60950 

(815) 474 –3659 

denisecaparula@gmail.com 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SSurvey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=1821&NONCE_TOKEN=AF011A5B15C012296DB4130425E5CA9C


 

Secretary of Program Resources Nina Drollinger 

181 N 2800E Rd 

Rankin, IL 60960 

(217) 769 –9373 

ninald2017@gmail.com 

The United Media Resource Center is now shipping resources! Items can be sent to your church or 

home address. Available items requested before 9 am Monday morning will be shipped that week. 

No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage! Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the 

online catalog. Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org  

Their list of books is quite long, I am sure you could find something that sparks your interest.  If you 

receive “the current” their list is on the last page. 

You could also sign up for the 2021 Annual Sampler. $40. You will receive 2021 Spiritual Growth 

study, Prayer Calendar, 2021-22 Program Book, 2021-24 Quadrennial Calendar. Offer ends April 

2021.  

God bless you all, stay safe and healthy,  

Nina L Drollinger 

UMRC Resumes Resource Shipments 

I hope everyone is a having a good year. I know everything is different with COVID 19. Try to make 

the most of it. I believe God is testing us. There is good all around us we, must look for it.  

The Reading Program is a cherished UMW tradition that brings together members in mission as they 

explore, share, and learn. The 2020 book list is in the 2019 Nov / Dec issue of the Response 

magazine. I have several copies if you would like one. 

You can also go online www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram  and download all of the 

books that count towards the reading plans. I, II, III, IV. This site has all sorts of information.  

The 2021 List of Reading Program Titles are now available online to download.   

Submit all the participants names to your District Program Resource person. If you do not have a 

SPR person send it to the President.  

You can find the books at your local library, some of the bigger ones can order the books in from 

other libraries, you just have to ask. Barnes and Noble is a good place to get your books.  

Ebooks – Kindle, tablets or other devices, some are free of charge, check your local library, Google 

eBookstore, Project Gutenbery or Open Library.  

If you are an Amazon Prime member, go to “smile.amazon.com” and put in UMW New York and we 

will get 5% credit for the books you order. 

https://www.igrc.org/umrc
mailto:umrc@igrc.org
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram


 

Social Action Caroline M Jones 

25 Elk Court 

Washington, IL 61571 

(309) 453 –3729 

jonesteach1@att.net 

This August marks the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment, granting women 

the right to vote. It’s a powerful and important centennial, though ratification was an incomplete 

victory. Black women would not get the right to vote until the passage of the Voting Rights Act forty 

five years later on August 6
th
, 1965.  

On Monday, the U.S. House of Representatives voted by unanimous consent to approve a measure 

to rename a voting rights bill the "John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act." With so much at 

stake each time we head to the ballot box, particularly in an election year when Americans are 

struggling against a pandemic and economic crisis, it's crucial that everyone is able to make their 

voice heard. 

• The John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (H.R. 4/S. 4263) responds to the wave of 

state voter suppression laws that make it difficult for many to vote by creating a new coverage 

formula that applies to all states. 

• The original bill, the Voting Rights Advancement Act (VRAA), passed the House in December 

2019 with bipartisan support. Representative Lewis presided over the vote. 

• Urge your Senators to support the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act to ensure 

everyone is able to exercise their right to vote. 

To the retiring Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference officers: Thank you for all your 
service to the United Methodist Women, to 
your districts, and your individual units. It 
is greatly appreciated and you will be 
missed on the Conference Level. Once a 
United Methodist Women always a United 
Methodist Women! I know you will be of 
service to you districts and units!  
Blessings!  

VOTE! VOTE!  
STAY SAFE!!  



 

July 17, 2020, NEW YORK- The United Methodist Women Board of Directors affirms the 
statement that “Black Lives Matter to God and to United Methodist Women.” We must dismantle 
racist systems in our communities, agencies, workplaces, governments and churches. 

The Board calls on United Methodist Women members and leaders to: 

Listen. 
Racism exists. Racism kills. Racism is a sin that occurs at individual, institutional and cultural levels, 
including in our disproportionately white U.S. church. The evidence of racism and White privilege is 
irrefutable and not up for debate. Listen to people of color. Listen to God’s stirrings as you pray for a 
church that does not perpetuate white supremacy and how you can help build a more just kin-dom. 

Learn. 
Read the Charter for Racial Justice and let it convict you. Read it alone and read it out loud in 
community. The charter can be found in The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church, 
Resolution 3371, “A Charter for Racial Justice in an Interdependent Global Community.” 

Read other promises of The United Methodist Church, such as Resolution 3379, “Stop Criminalizing 
Communities of Color in the United States”; Resolution 3422, “Speaking Out for Compassion: 
Transforming the Context of Hate in the United States”; Resolution 3376, “White Privilege in the 
United States”; and United Methodist Women’s new proposed resolution for General Conference 
2021, “Voting Rights Protection in the United States.” Hold yourself, your church, and your United 
Methodist Women accountable to these promises. 

Read and learn United Methodist Women’s Tools for Leaders: Resources for Racial Justice. 

Learn more about United Methodist Women’s social action campaigns. Racism is at the core of the 
changes we are working to achieve. Learn more and sign up for action alerts 
at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/action. 

Read So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo, studied by the United Methodist Women 
Board of Directors and Program Advisory Group and a bonus book in the 2020 Reading Program. 
Take the free online class on the book. Purchase the book from a Black-owned bookstore. 

Read about conversations with Michelle Alexander, Hannah Adair Bonner and Tamika Mallory at the 
Assembly 2018 in special issues of response magazine. 

Mike DuBose, UMNews 

Continued on page 14 



 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of the church.   

Engage with the United Methodist General Commission on Religion and Race and the General 

Board of Church and Society. 

Learn about implicit bias. Learn to recognize White privilege. Learn how to stop 

everyday microaggressions. Learn more about the history not taught in our schools, churches, and 

homes. Do not generalize racism—learn about the different forms of racism, especially the 

exceptional lethality of racism against Black and Indigenous people of color. 

Love. 

Love is action. Love is ensuring the safety of all of God’s children and their flourishing. Love is living 

up to our expressed commitments. Love is letting our learning transform us and move us to 

transform the world by not repeating mistakes, by calling others in, by following the lead of the 

marginalized who have been crying out for ages. 

Activate and strengthen the work of the United Methodist Women Committees on Charter for Racial 

Justice; contact the Charter for Racial Justice Support Team for engaging small groups in hard 

conversations about race and addressing current issues of racial violence: 

Women of color must be leaders in United Methodist Women at all levels. Committees on 

nominations must make this a priority. This starts with welcome and invitation and examining why 

your church or United Methodist Women membership does not reflect the demographics of your 

community or of the community you want to be. Encourage district and conference committee on 

nominations to nominate persons that represent the racial diversity within their boundaries. United 

Methodist Women should recommend women of color for United Methodist Church district and 

conference leadership to assure women of color are nominated and elected each year. 

Continued from page 13 
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Upcoming Important Dates! 
 

October 2: IGRC United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

October 3: IGRC United Methodist Women Annual Celebration  

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates! 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete 

issue - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information! 


