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DISCOVER
INVENT
EXPLORE

New ways to connect Campers, Nature, and Christ

You will seek 
me and find me 
when you seek 

me with all 
your HEART.

JEREMIAH 29:13



7 Ways to Lead when 
the Way Ahead Seems 
Unclear
(Editor’s note: Susan Beaumont will be 
one of the speakers at Covenant Keepers 
2021, a virtual event on Jan. 28. Registra-
tion will open on Dec. 1 at https://www.
igrc.org/ck2021)

BY SUSAN BEAUMONT

People look to lead-
ers to fix organizational 
problems. A leader who 
fails to resolve a problem 
quickly may be labelled 

weak or ineffectual. However, it isn’t in 
anyone’s best interest for a leader to 
start fixing things when the way ahead 
isn’t clear. How does a leader say, “I don’t 
know what to do next,” without seeming 
indecisive?

The next time you face an uncertain 
course of action, consider admitting “I 
don’t know” — but do it with confidence.

Leaders are faced daily with problems 
to be solved. Many of these problems 
involve clear problem definitions and 
known solutions that have worked reli-
ably in the past. The leader can easily 
step in, restore order, and inspire confi-
dence in her leadership. Problem solved. 
Everyone is happy.

In other instances, it may not be easy 
to state clearly the problem or apply 
a known solution. In these situations, 
the people and the leader must pause 
to learn together before a way forward 
emerges. Fearful of being labelled weak 
or ineffective, leaders sometimes feel 
pressured to pretend they know more 
than they do, and this can lead to prema-
ture action. Premature action may limit 
future options, and this can be damaging 

 Family dynamics 
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N E W S  F R O M 
T H E  E P I S C O P A L  O F F I C E 

IT JUST MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE!
Like you, I’m suffering with COVID-19 

fatigue. I am so ready for this pandemic to 
be in the rearview mirror. I am praying that 
the early reports of at least two vaccines are 
reliable, and that by Easter, we will be nearing 
the “all clear” phase. 

The suspension of our in-person 
gatherings is caused by the recent spike in 
COVID-19 cases. While no one wants to 
suspend worship in our churches, we know 
that this is necessary and the responsible 
thing to do.  My hope is that we will find new 
ways to assist people with fresh expressions of 
worship and community.

It looks like Advent, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas 2020 will need to be conducted 
quite differently than we’ve done in the past. 
I’m sure you all will join me in keeping as safe 
as possible as we endure this latest setback. 
Just remember that “love does not demand its 
own way!”

One way that I am choosing to “change 
my world” is through a commitment to 
memorize Scripture in 2021.  I’d love to have 
you join me.  Here’s my plan:

1. Start with the 12 verses every 
Christian should memorize. 
I call these “refrigerator verses.” I 
have them printed on magnets and 
I paste them on my refrigerator.  If 
you make as many trips as I do to the 
refrigerator, you’ll have the verse of 
the week memorized in a short time.

2. Review or memorize for the first 
time:

A. The Lord’s Prayer
B. Psalm 23
C. The Apostle’s Creed

3. Twelve “new” verses selected from 
asking other folks, “what is your 
favorite passage of Scripture?”  I’ll 
share the results with you later.

I had three brothers that proudly 
served in the military. Each one took delight 
and honor in serving our country. I was 
amazed that each one of my brothers could 
disassemble and reassemble his rifle with a 
blindfold over his eyes. I remember asking 
one of them why that was so important? I’ll 
never forget the answer, “We need to know our 
weapon because our lives depend upon it!”

Psalm 119 makes a strong case regarding 
our need to know God’s word.  It helps in our 
growth and spiritual development. We learn 
more about God. The word of God influences 
us and helps us in making difficult decisions. 
The word of God strengthens our faith and 
helps keep us from sin. God’s word provides 
light for our life journey. 

My brother said it best, “We need to know 
our weapon because our lives depend upon it!”

God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

DEATHS
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
William W. Leppin, 73, died 
Nov. 15.

Rev. Leppin served 41 years of 
active ministry, retiring in 2011 
from Dwight.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Marsha Leppin, 
13304 Meadowlark Lane, Huntley, IL  60142-6385.

Services will be held at a later date.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Robert C. Hackl, Jr., 
91, died Nov. 13 in Savoy.

Rev. Hackl served 32 years of 
active ministry in the former 
Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring from Ridge Farm-
Georgetown in 1991.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
news-gazette.com/obituaries/robert-
hackl/article_e8a93a76-26d6-11eb-a654-
5cb9017b3618.html  

Condolence may be sent to his wife, Mary Hackl, 
401 Burwash Ave., Apt. 323, Savoy, IL  61874-9576.

Polly Anne Hodapp, 95, widow of Bishop Leroy C. 
Hodapp, died Nov. 7.

Together with her husband, 
the Hodapps served 47 years 
of active ministry in Indiana 
prior to his election to the 
episcopacy in 1976 by the 

North Central Jurisdiction. Bishop Hodapp served 
eight years as bishop of the Illinois Area, presiding 
over the former Central Illinois and Southern Illinois 
conferences and eight years in the Indiana Area 
where he retired in 1992. Bishop Hodapp died May 
26, 2006.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/

evansville-in/polly-hodapp-9894911 where 
condolences may be left for the family. 

Lila J. McCulley, 70, a member 
of Minonk UMC, died Nov. 9 in 
Pontiac. 

She was a former lay member 
to annual conference and was 
active in United Methodist 

Women, serving as both a local unit President and 
district officer.

A complete obituary may be found by visiting: 
https://www.pantagraph.com/obituaries/
lila-j-mcculley/article_293b0c85-db15-
5cbd-b3b0-4d141e1157b3.html  

Online condolences may be left for the family at 
www.calvertmemorial.com 

Raymond "Ed" Foutch, 81, of 
Salem, died Nov. 3, at HSHS St. 
John's Hospital in Springfield.

He is the spouse of Lora 
Foutch, who is assigned and 
serving Enterprise-West UMC's 

in the Kaskaskia River District.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
crousefh.com/obituary/raymond-foutch 

Condolences may be sent to Lora Foutch, 11 
Dogwood Lane, Salem, IL 62881.

IGRC retired pastor, Dr. James 
A. Goulding, 83, died Oct. 29 
in Madison, Wis.

Dr. Goulding served 44 years 
of active ministry in higher 
education, first in the former 

Northeast Ohio Conference and the last 27 years in 
the former Central Illinois Conference and the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference as the Vice President of 
Academic Affairs and Dean at MacMurray College in 
Jacksonville. He retired in 2004.

 A memorial service will be planned for a future 
date. 

A complete obituary may be found by visiting: 
https://www.channel3000.com/james-
allan-goulding/ 

Condolences may be sent to Siv Goulding, 1008 
Sandpiper Trail, Cottage Grove, WI  53527-8103.

Retired pastor, the Rev. 
William D. Heinbaugh, 91, 
died Oct. 24 in Columbia City, 
Ind.

A graveside service will be 
held at a later date.

Rev. Heinbaugh served served 28 years of active 
ministry in three conferences, 24 of those years in 
the former Central Illinois Conference. He retired 
from Streator First in 1991.

A complete obituary may be found by visiting: 
https://www.demoneygrimes.com/
obituary/William-Heinbaugh 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Patricia 
Heinbaugh, 6850 N. Wise Rd., Columbia City, IN  
46725.

Retired pastor, the Rev. Don 
DuRall, 87, died Oct. 21, in 
Salem, Mo.

Rev. DuRall was a clergy 
member of the Missouri Annual 
Conference but the majority 

of his ministry was in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference and later, the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.

A public memorial service will be held at a later date.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
johnsonandsonsfh.com/obituary/rev-
donald-durall  where online condolences may be 
left for the family.

BISHOP  
Frank 
Beard
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In-person services suspended through Dec. 13
In this season of Thanksgiving, I give thanks to God for each one 
of you during these challenging days. I also am praying that you 
will serve as a model for the highest and the best in Christian 
character as we continue to navigate these stormy waters with 
the Covid-19 pandemic. As I said in March to you, during times 
of difficulty and challenge, you just may be the only Jesus some 
folks will ever see!

We are not the same people we were eight months ago. Many 
have embraced ministry in new, creative and innovative ways. 
And we have continued to serve others in the name of Christ 
outside the four walls of a building.

As you are aware, the entire state of Illinois is seeing alarmingly 
high positivity rates. All of the state is under mitigation measures 
and two of the six regions in Illinois have moved to a second, 
stricter, stage of mitigation and the possibility of the remaining 
regions could come any day.

For the good of our 800 congregations and communities where 
they reside, I am instructing our churches not to meet for indoor 
worship for the next four weeks (Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6 and 13). 
On Dec. 9, a determination will be made for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas services in the weeks to follow. 

Using the information from the Pressing On document which 
was developed recently by the IGRC Extended Cabinet:

• Indoor or outdoor in-person church services and gatherings 
should not be held.

• Churches may gather for drive-in worship services of any 
size with proper distancing (refer to the Pressing On docu-
ment for details).

• For the purpose of producing or broadcasting worship, 
groups of 10 or less may gather with facemasks and proper 
social distancing

• Church buildings should close, and staff should work from 
home, except for essential and minimum, basic operations 
that need to be conducted in the building such as social 
service ministries.

In addition to gatherings of people at home, bars, restaurants 
and church have been the places where contact tracing have 
shown to be the sources of the greatest spread.  

I am also aware that this is usually a time of planned giving. 
We have the capacity to give; my hope is that we will have the 
desire to give more. Here are my suggestions:

• Don't wait to be asked to give above and beyond. Be a 
pacesetter and model for others to emulate.

• Participate in electronic giving, if possible and available. 
Checks are still accepted!

• Encourage others to give by reminding them of the need to 
keep ministry funds flowing so that the work of Christ is not 
hampered.

• Make sure that the pastor(s) gets paid. The pastors will be 
working even if the church is not gathering. Many will have 
increased responsibilities during this crisis.

• Keep everyone employed! Now is not the time to reduce or 
cut church ministry staff.

• Make sure that our missionaries and outreach centers 
continue to receive adequate funding.

• Pay your apportionments! This will enable us to keep the 
IGRC ministries strong and vital.

In March, you met the challenge of “flattening the curve,” 
which resulted in us being able to reopen. There has also been 

hopeful news about at least two vaccines on the horizon that 
may be able to combat this virus. But what we do now will 
affect how long such mitigation measures will need to be em-
ployed.  The IGRC Extended Cabinet and I are asking for your 
assistance in this matter.

God bless,
Bishop Frank J. BeardSERVICES SUSPENDED CONTINUED ON  PAGE 1
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Covenant Keepers 2021  
to be virtual Jan. 28
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard has 
announced that Covenant Keepers 2021 will 
be held virtually on a single day – Thursday, 
Jan. 28.

Speakers for the event will 
be Rev. Susan Beaumont, 
author of How to Lead 
When You Don't Know 
Where You Are. Beaumont 
is a consultant, coach, 
author and spiritual 

director who worked with hundreds of 
congregations and denominational bodies 
across the United States and Canada. She is 
known for her ground-breaking work in the 
leadership dynamics of large congregations.

Before establishing her own practice, Susan 
worked for nine years as a senior consultant 
with the Alban Institute. Susan has also 
served on the faculty of two business 
schools, teaching graduate level courses in 
leadership, management and organizational 
behavior. She has corporate experience 
in human resource management and 
organizational development. She currently 
teaches at Wesley Theological Seminary.

The other platform speaker, Romal Tune, is 
a thought leader, speaker and author. The 
focus of his life’s work is using the power 
of storytelling to bring about meaningful 
change. I teach individuals, non-profits and 
companies how to tap into the uniqueness 
of their stories and experience exponential 
growth.

Joining Covenant Keepers 
and preaching will be 
Bishop Sharma Lewis, 
episcopal leader for the 
Richmond, Va., Area of 
The United Methodist 
Church. Lewis made 

history when she was elected as the first 
African-American woman bishop in the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction in 2016.

Details on registering and obtaining online 
credentials will be available Dec. 1 by 
visiting: https://www.igrc.org/ck2021 

Stewardship Campaign 2020: 
Entering Holy Ground with  
Generosity
SPRINGFIELD – Like Moses, God has called 
us to step onto holy ground. In the midst of 
uncertainty, our church is still being church. 
In the midst of uncertainty, we're called to 
be generous. God created us to be generous 
in all circumstances. In giving, we find the 
blessings of God.

In this year's stewardship campaign, it's 
important to remind your congregation of a 
few things: trust God through uncertainty, 
the work of your church is exciting and 
meaningful, and your church cares about you.

Visit https://www.igrc.org/stewardship-
sunday-2020, where you will find resources 
and a recorded sermon from Bishop 
Beard to help with a stewardship or giving 
campaign in your congregation.

The Person and Work  
of the Holy Spirit
SPRINGFIELD – The entire new study on 
the Holy Spirit by Bishop Frank J. Beard has 
been posted online at https://www.igrc.org/
holyspirit 

“I believe that I need, and that the people of 
the United Methodist Church, need another 
‘heartwarming’ experience,” Beard said 
when he began the series. “I believe in and 
am committed to allowing the Holy Spirit 
to fashion, form , and transform us into the 
nature and likeness of Jesus Christ. The 
presence of Christ breaks down barriers 
that cause division, foster injustice, promote 
racism, and schism. I need a fresh touch, 
what about you?”

John Wesley could not change the world 
until he had been changed and his own 
heart had been touched with the power 
of the Holy Spirit. I believe the missing 
dynamic in most of our churches is a fresh 
touch from the Holy Spirit.

Feel free to use this video resource 
individually, in small groups, or as a 
congregation. My hope is that God will use it 
to assist in the restoration and renewal that 
we all need.

The sessions also have downloadable 
worksheets.

Congregational development 
launches on-demand prayer 
workshop
SPRINGFIELD – Congregational 
Development has launched a new, "on-
demand" workshop.

This workshop will encourage your church 
to commit to new prayer practices to ask 
God to do new things in and through your 
church.

The workshop is a series of short videos and 
can be viewed at any time. It encourages 
you to develop action steps in partnership 
with others from the church.

There are a few stories about churches 
engaging in particular type of Revolutionary 
Prayer.

Start today to Ignite a Prayer Revolution 
in your church by visiting: https://www.
igrcreach1000.org/revolutionary-prayer 

Important numbers  
for 2021 budget building
SPRINGFIELD – Important information 
that will assist local churches in their 2021 
budget planning is now posted on the IGRC 
website.

The numbers are located in the IGRC 
Finance and Benefits section of the 
website. The information on minimum 
salaries, average compensation, pensions, 
health benefit allowance and IRS mileage 
reimbursement rate.

Find important numbers for 2021 by visiting: 
https://www.igrc.org/numbersfor2020 

Download 2021 apportionment information 
by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/files/
tables/content/14169785/fields/files/f73af2ab
0f424cbca58a6bd538ee5d14/2021+igrc+appo
rtionments+(1).pdf

Applications for Global  
Missions Fellows, US-2's
ATLANTA – The Global Mission Fellows 
program of The United Methodist Church 
places young adults, ages 20–30, in social 
justice ministries for two years of service. 
The program offers the opportunity for 
service in the United States (US-2 track) and 
around the world (international track).

The application for the 2021-23 cohort of 
Global Mission Fellows on the US-2 track 
opened Monday, Oct. 12. The application 
for the Global Mission Fellows international 
track will be released at a later time, pending 
travel restrictions related to COVID-19.

The program allows participants to connect 
the church in mission while addressing the 
root causes of oppression and alleviating 
human suffering in their host communities. 
Fellows work alongside community 
organizations in a variety of areas including 
public health, migration/immigration, 
education and poverty.

The Global Mission Fellows program is 
open to those from different denominational 
backgrounds, but participants must be 
willing to represent The United Methodist 
Church and uphold its social principles 
during their time of service. The Wesleyan 
value of personal and social holiness is at 
the core of the program.

The United Methodist Church has been 
sending young adults to serve in short-term 
mission for almost 70 years. In the wake of 
World War II, programs were established to 
address global issues. An “Us too” appeal 
for young adults to invest in the healing 
of the United States emerged as well. The 
Women’s Division of the Methodist Board 
of Missions launched the US-2 program in 
1951. As the program grew, it came under 
the oversight of Global Ministries and invited 
young men as well as women to serve. 
Today, over one hundred Global Mission 
Fellows are serving in the United States and 
countries around the world.

The fall application deadline is Nov. 30, 
and the spring application deadline is 
Feb. 24, 2021. Placement matches will be 
assigned throughout the selection process, 
so early application is encouraged.

Those selected for the next Global Mission 
Fellow US-2 cohort will begin training and 
service in August and September of 2021.

For more information regarding the 
program or application process, email 
missionaryinfo@umcmission.org.

Download the application by visiting: 
https://www.umcmission.org/serve-with-us/
global-mission-fellows/become-a-global-
mission-fellows 

Mediation skills training for 2021
LOMBARD – The Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center has announced dates for 
mediation skills training for 2021. 

This five-day event helps participants 
deal more effectively with interpersonal, 
congregational, and other forms of group 
conflict. The tentative dates for next year are 
March 1-5, May 3-7, June 21-25, August 2-6, 
October 4-8, and November 15-19, 2021. 

No decision has yet been made with regard 
to returning to an in-person format, so 
attendees will need access to a device with 
both a camera and a microphone. 

Questions? Contact the Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center at Admin@LMPeaceCenter.
org or 630-627-0507.  To register online for 
any of our events scheduled for this year, 
visit: https://www.brownpapertickets.com/
producer/720852

United Methodist  
Student Day Nov. 29
NASHVILLE – United Methodist Student 
Day provides funding for the United 
Methodist Loan and Scholarship program, 
administered by the Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry.

In 2019, $370,123 was donated during 
this Special Sunday observance which, 
combined with endowments, funded 70 
different scholarships for thousands of 
students worldwide.

A number of resources are available for 
pastors and local church leaders to promote 
this effort.

To learn more or to order resources, visit: 
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/
united-methodist-student-day-sunday-
pastor-and-leader-kit

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

HOW TO CULTIVATE RELATIONSHIPS  
IN ONLINE GROUPS

BY TRICIA K. BROWN

2020 is the year of virtual…well, 
everything. Church is no exception.

More than ever, members need 
their pastors and one another, but most 
are still practicing social distancing 

to some degree. Online meetings will likely continue 
as part of church ministry. While the internet, social 
media and online services such as Zoom, Facebook, 
WebEx and Google have made virtual meetings possible, 
church leaders face the challenge of building meaningful 
relationships in a virtual world.

If you’re facing that struggle, here are a few ideas to 
consider:

Know what you are doing
Chances are good that at least some of the people in 

your congregation never Zoomed with anyone before 2020. 
Now, people of all ages and technical abilities are learning 
how to participate in or host online Sunday school and 
small groups.

If you’re a newbie, start by educating yourself on 
options for online meetings or online platforms for 
churches and what it takes to run a great virtual meeting. 
Then, don’t just assume that everyone else already knows 
what they're doing. Consider offering a virtual class for 
your Sunday school, small group and ministry leaders to 
share tips for starting an online group.

When you’re ready to invite guests to your meeting, 
be specific about how and when to join and what will 
take place. People find comfort in rituals, and having a 
consistent routine helps to build community. You may 
want to email an electronic program with the details of 
your event or at least tell your guests the anticipated topic 
of discussion.

Finally, just like “real life,” virtual life has its own brand of 
manners. Unfortunately, many people aren’t as familiar with 
social media etiquette or online meeting manners. Establish 
the rules before you begin. Here are a few things to consider:

• Make sure everyone knows who will be the leader/
moderator and what that means.

• Determine what measures you will take to help avoid 
talking over or interrupting one another. Do you want 
everyone to keep their mics muted unless they are 
called upon? Would you prefer that guests raise their 
hand (literally or by clicking a button) before speaking?

• Note if you want everyone to be visually present via 
video, or can they simply listen in without video?

• Likewise, for those choosing to use video, establish 
environmental and attire guidelines to ensure that 
participants are able to stay focused on the meeting’s 
topic. (i.e, avoid wearing revealing clothing, having a 
messy open closet, political signage, etc. as they can be 
distracting to some.)

• State whether your time together will be a traditional 
time of teaching/listening, or if it will be an open 
discussion. Be certain to share whether you will 
receive questions orally or via chat messaging and 
whether you will answer them throughout the 
meeting, or if questions will be addressed at the end as 
time allows.

• Is it a problem for non-group members to be in the 
room when the group is in session? What about a 
screaming toddler? Or a barking dog?

• How do you feel about members eating during class?
• How will you handle confidentiality issues?

Think about these things, and any other potential 
problems.  Then distribute your list of rules to your group 
via email and review them as necessary together.

Get to know one another
There is power in knowing a person’s name. Allow 

everyone to introduce themselves, and then use each 
person’s name when addressing them. In this way, you'll 
help everyone get to know one another.

Once you know their names, it’s time to focus on 
learning more about them as individuals, who they are 
and what they need. Depending on the size of the group 
and the time you spend together, you may want to devote a 
portion of your meeting getting to know one another.

• Start your time together with a meeting check-in or 
icebreaker question.

• If you're meeting with an already established group, 
you may want to discuss prayer requests. Just make 
sure that everyone understands the expectation of 
confidentiality.

• Arrange for one person each week to showcase 
their “world,” giving the group a tour of their home 
or garden or introducing the group to their family 
members or pets.

• Host an old fashioned “show and tell.” Ask members to 
show and talk about an item of significance to them.

• Share learning experiences. Ask members who have 
special hobbies, talents or interests to demonstrate 
their skill for the group. For instance, someone who 
loves cooking might demonstrate how to make a 
favorite recipe. A member who enjoys reading might 
share a special passage with the group.

Encourage participation
One of the most important parts of creating 

community online is participation. Whether through 
comments and posts on social media or in a face-to-face 
video chat, it’s vital that you and your members become 
and stay actively engaged to build online relationships.

Obviously, not everyone has the same personality type, 
and some people may be more comfortable voicing their 
opinions, sharing their dreams or appearing onscreen than 
others. Still, as much as possible, try to encourage all of 
your members to participate in some way. 

Here are a few ideas:
• Assign jobs to individuals who may be more 

reticent. Jobs might include taking attendance, 
sending out an email agenda, mailing cards to 
members or committing to private prayer for all the 
members and requests. Having a task to perform can 
help individuals feel connected to the group even if 
they aren’t comfortable speaking up.

• Assign oral reading. Instead of reading all the Bible 
story or scripture passages, divide the material and 
allow several members to share the responsibility. 
Some people who aren’t comfortable speaking “off the 
cuff ” may enjoy reading out loud.

• Don’t dominate the time together. Try using the 
jigsaw method to divide the lesson among several 
members.

• Get creative. Just like a classroom setting, variety is 
the spice of life — even for adults. Take a cue from 
school teachers who are learning to teach remotely. 

Incorporate games and activities into your time 
together. Host a video scavenger hunt, an online talent 
show or pretend to be a gameshow host and have 
“contestants” answer questions. Explore options such 
as Quizlet Live, EdPuzzle or PollEverywhere and other 
resources for teaching online.

• Worship and pray together. While it may feel awkward 
at first, worshiping online together can be an important 
way to form a spiritual bond. Ask for volunteers to 
open and close your time in prayer, or do a “circle” 
prayer time where everyone in the group contributes a 
line. Then, sing a song together. Maybe even stand up 
while you’re singing, and if someone happens to play an 
instrument, encourage them to join in.

• Team members for special assignments. Ask 
individuals to team up with a partner to memorize 
scriptures or to pray together via phone, text or social 
media during the week. You can also use online 
“waiting rooms” or “breakout rooms” to facilitate 
smaller group sessions during your main meeting. 
Discussion threads and chat features may also help 
members communicate with each other during their 
time together.

• Find ways to give back. You can still minister together 
even when you can’t be together physically. Establish 
ministry goals that can be accomplished individually 
but measured collectively. Small groups can host 
greeting card campaigns, purchase and send art 
supplies to children stuck at home, drop off food at 
the local food shelter, order a contactless meal to be 
delivered to an elderly person, contribute financially to 
help someone who is struggling, etc.

• Create an exciting virtual event by hosting your 
meeting in a different way or from a different place.

• Use a survey or ask for regular feedback and 
suggestions from your group.

Connect elsewhere
Relationships need time and consistency to grow. To 

develop friendships, people have to spend time together. 
If you want the members of your group to “do” church 
without losing community, encourage communication 
throughout the week in different ways and settings.

• Encourage members to connect on social networks.
• Personally communicate with members during the 

week. Offer to meet (virtually or in person observing 
social distancing) one-on-one with members who 
need counseling or prayer.

• Find fun things to do together outside of your 
meeting: Play online games together, attend the same 
virtual conference or concert, personally meet in pairs 
or in a socially distanced environment.

• Regularly send out inspirational or informative texts 
or emails.

• Offer additional felt-needs courses such as marriage 
improvement, balancing a budget, living the single 
life, parenting, etc. or provide resources that your 
members can explore.
While the “gallery view” can help you see everyone, 

virtual meetings do limit the ability to read facial 
expressions or body language and other nonverbal clues. 
Without the benefit of personal connections, online 
meetings can seem forced and unproductive.

While COVID-19 may limit your ability to meet in 
person, it does not have to limit your ability to connect. 
Virtual relationships can be meaningful; you just have to 
work a little harder.

(Tricia K. Brown is a writer, editor, keynote speaker and 
Bible teacher. In addition to being a wife and mother of four 
sons, she is the sole proprietor of The Girls Get Together, 
where she and her team provide women's event programs 
for churches and other organizations.)

Photo by Marcus Auerlius, Pexels

Vera Lee Winger Swantner, 92, widow of the Rev. M. Thomas Swantner, died Oct. 20 
in Frankfort, Ind.

Together with her husband, they served 40 years of ministry in the former North 
Indiana and Central Illinois conferences, retiring in 1994 from Urbana First. Rev. 
Swantner died Dec. 17, 2012.

Memorial services and inurnment will be at Mound Cemetery, Pana, at a later date.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.gendafuneralhome.com/obituary/
Vera-Swantner  where condolences for the family may be left on a tribute wall. 

We have just received word of the death of retired pastor Rev. Paul D. Motzer, 85, 
who died Dec. 13, 2019, in Santa Maria, Calif.

Rev. Motzer served 32 years of active ministry in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, with 28 of those in extension ministry - first as a chaplain in the U.S. Air 
Force and later, as a pastoral counselor in California. He retired in 1994.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://santamariatimes.com/lifestyles/
announcements/obituaries/paul-david-motzer/article_ebcb2615-d3c0-
55a4-a226-40f3a1d67ff7.html 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Fran Motzer  1114 River Birch Ct, Santa Maria, CA 
93454 or to his brother, Bill Motzer, 310 N. Third, Fisher, IL 61843.

LEWIS

BEAUMONT

DEATHS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Champaign First supports students, teachersA book of writings by the Rev. 
Mary Vick Roth has been published by 
WestBow Press and is available from 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Cokesbury.

The book can be purchased in hard-
bound, soft-bound and in e-book formats 
by visiting:   https://www.westbowpress.
com/en/bookstore/bookdetails/796199-
sharing-the-loaf 

With Roth’s own life and 
observations, her writings encourage 
readers of Sharing the Loaf: Chunks and 
Crumbs for Our Journey to hold onto love, 
faith, and hope. The book can be read a 
section at a time and is useful for personal 
devotions, worship, and retreats. 

Included are sections of autobiography, speeches, 
sermons, articles for newsletters, guided meditations, 
devotions, short stories, dramas, and letters. Mary also 
wrote many poems that are included in the book. “For 
almost as long as I can remember, I thought whenever I 
know enough, I will write a book,” Roth wrote. “So, the 

years went by, I felt that I knew less and 
less. Now that I know nothing I wonder if 
I am wise.” 

Her wisdom comes through in 
themes of God’s love, grace, forgiveness, 
and hope in prose and poetry. Her 
writings are spiritual food for our journey 
and are derived from everyday experience 
such as straitening the candles, cleaning 
out the gutters, a thank you note returned, 
and falling leaves. The short stories are 
both entertaining and thought provoking. 
Deep emotions are stirred though her 
poetry.

From a lonely childhood, through 
academic success, marriage and motherhood, and 
professional achievements, Mary’s writings assure us that 
where there is sorrow, God provides comfort and hope.

Because of her mother’s death when she was two 
years old, Mary was raised by her aunt and uncle who 
reluctantly allowed her to live with them and their 
children. The love of God was shown to her through 

weekend visits with her grandmother. It was her 
grandmother’s love and learning to read at an early age 
that stimulated her imagination and saved her from 
becoming a bitter adult. She married at an early age (18) 
to at last have the family she had dreamed of as a child.

She earned a bachelor’s degree in English and 
education, a master’s degree in counseling, and a specialist 
endorsement all from Eastern Illinois University. She 
earned a Master of Divinity degree from Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary.

She was voted the best preacher in her seminary 
class and became the first woman to serve a full term 
as a District Superintendent in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference of the United Methodist Church (formerly 
the Central and Southern Illinois Conferences).

The book was compiled by IGRC retired pastor 
Sidney Crowcroft with the help and support of Mary’s 
husband, the late Merlin Roth.  

All royalties from the sale of the book will go to 
the scholarship fund of Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary.

BY RUTH MOORE
Champaign First UMC

CHAMPAIGN – The year 2020 has been hard on all of 
our essential workers but the Love, First Student Support 
Fund of Champaign First UMC is working to make life a 
bit easier for teachers at Dr. Howard Elementary School 
in Champaign.  Teachers always have creative and inno-
vative ideas for their classrooms but often can’t execute 
the ideas because of a lack of funding and time.  That’s 
where the Student Support Fund steps in!

In late September the Student Support Fund purchased 
supplies and put together kits for 2 science experiments 
for 4th grade students.  The teachers were very grate-

ful that they didn’t have to buy supplies out of their own 
pocket and that they didn’t have to take the time to shop 
for supplies and organize them for students to use in 
remote learning.

Champaign First is also supporting the Dr. Howard PTA 
by collecting Coke product codes and entering the codes 
into the Coke Gives website.  Each code earns money for 
the PTA.

Dr. Howard Elementary School began a hybrid learning 
model on Tuesday, October 27.  The Love First Student 
Support Fund helped make this transition safer and 
easier for teachers and students.  Water bottles for 
students, as well as crayons, scissors, folders, composi-

tion notebooks, sit spots (helps students maintain social 
distancing when sitting on the floor) and mask lanyards 
(make it easier for students to keep track of their mask) 
were purchased and delivered to the school.  

Funding from The United Methodist Foundation of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference, Inc., an UMC 
Emerging Ministries grant, and donations from the 
Champaign First congregation have allowed the Student 
Support Fund to respond quickly to the needs of the stu-
dents and teachers.  It ’s all about showing LOVE, FIRST!

WRITINGS OF REV. MARY VICK ROTH PUBLISHED

Decatur Sharon UMC was recognized for 15 years of partnership with Operation Christmas Child.  
Linda Morgan, Lower Midwest Regional Manager for Operation Christmas Child, made the special presentation Sept. 13 to 
Lori Leeper, Drop-Off Team Leader, from Sharon.

National Collection Week was observed Nov. 16-23.  Sharon is a collection site again this year.  Visit www.sharondecatur.
org for all the details and new protocols in place this year.  Collection sites are available around the state.

SEASON OF GRATITUDE EXTENDS TO  
ROCK ISLAND ACADEMY TEACHERS

ROCK ISLAND – Rock Island Two Rivers UMC 
teamed up to partner with Rock Island Academy.

On Friday, October 23, Two Rivers Pastor Robb 
McCoy delivered 50 lunches to the Academy, as part 
of the church’s ongoing Season of Gratitude. Each 
lunch had a note with a prayer attached to it. Members 
expressed their thanks to the teachers and staff of this 
neighborhood school. 

“I just wanted to touch base on the response I 
received from staff members Friday,” said Academy 
Principal Thomas Ryan. “They were blown away 
that someone would think about them here at the 
Academy! I (WE) have been working hard to change 
the culture and climate of the building here at the 
Academy. Instead of having a "we are at the bottom" 
attitude, we have shifted to a "we are moving up" 
attitude!

“We have an awesome staff here at the Academy 
and they have experienced some thought and mind 
shifts over the last year or so. Expectations are high 
but attainable and we will not stop striving to meet 
them. It takes a few things like the lunch Friday to 
reinforce that the Community believes in what we 
believe in as well.

“We need to be their (the students’) biggest 
cheerleaders and continue to support, fight for and 
encourage them. Things like the lunch from Pee 
Wee's are huge scores for the team when they really 
needed one. When they see that it is not only us in the 
building but the community cheering them on as well, 
makes days like today look sunny and bright.”

RETIRED PASTOR PUBLISHES 
BOOK ON 
WITNESSING
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. – IGRC retired 
pastor, the Rev. E. Wade Gregory 
and his wife Onda share their life of 
discipleship and ministry of more 
than 50 years in a recently-pub-
lished book, The Little Cross in My 
Pocket, published by Xulon Press.

The little pocket cross which says, God Loves You, has been 
shared hundreds of times with people from all walks of life, in-
cluding criminals. Drawing upon his years in law enforcement, 
a parole agent, his work as a social worker, chaplain and an 
EMT, Gregory says that opportunities to share one’s faith often 
came unexpectedly and that the responses were often positive 
and miraculous.

Despite the opportunity, many are reluctant to share or act 
upon one’s faith. The book is an encouragement for Christians 
to be faithful servant/witnesses and cheerleaders.

The book (ISBE: 9781632215383) is available for purchase 
by visiting: https://www.xulonpress.com/bookstore/bookdetail.
php?PB_ISBN=9781632215383 

Christ UMC announces it wants  
to leave denomination
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard announced Nov. 6 that he has 
been notified by Christ UMC in Fairview Heights of its wish to leave 
the United Methodist denomination. 

While no formal vote was conducted by the congregation at a church/
charge conference, an informal congregational vote, conducted by the 
church leadership team, was held this week.

 The bishop and members of a task force charged with working on dis-
affiliation issues has met with the church's leadership and will continue 
to meet in the future. Provisions for disaffiliating from The United Meth-
odist Church are spelled out in The Book of Discipline (2016) and will 
guide these conversations. This plan was outlined in detail by Bishop 
Beard at the 2019 Annual Conference session.

Bishop Beard encourages all to be in prayer at this time.

Photo courtesy of Decatur Sharon UMC
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C A M P I N G  A N D 
R E T R E A T  M I N I S T R I E S

Donate Today and Give the Gift of Camp
There are a lot of question marks about 2021, but we believe that camp will happen even if it looks 
different. This means that campers will once again be encountering Christ in meaningful and life changing 
ways. We also know that families have been hit hard financially in 2020 so scholarships for campers will 
be more important than ever. Please consider giving to our camping ministry scholarship fund using 
this link www.igrcamps.com/donate or mailing your donation to IGRC, ATTN Camping, PO Box 19207, 
Springfield, IL 62794-9207.

VOLUNTEER
Maintaining and beautifying our sites never ends and has been 
an emphasis this year as our normal operations have signifi-
cantly changed. There are opportunities at each of our sites for 
small groups and individuals alike to serve helping us with a 
variety of projects. If you are interested in one-day or multi-day 
projects, please contact us today to find out more. 

Clergy Time Apart at No Cost
Did you know that East Bay and Little Grassy provide free space to all IGRC Clergy at no cost? It ’s been a 
hard year and you probably could use some time away for renewal and to recharge. Contact us today to 
reserve your space at camp!

What more is there to say about 2020 that hasn’t been 
said? It ’s the punchline to every bad, weird, and uncom-
fortable thing in our lives these days. Camping ministry is 
familiar with evolving, changing, making hard decisions, 
and adapting, but we have never encountered a year like 
this. A summer without campers and almost an entire 
year without guests has never been part of the plan. 
Prior to March, it would have been almost too difficult to 
imagine a year like that, yet that is exactly the year we 
have had.

Your Camping and Retreat Ministries have seen very 
few campers or guests since March, and it is unclear 
when things will be back to normal. Phase 4 of the cur-
rent Illinois COVID guidelines limit numbers allowed to 
gather and include other restrictions that by now you 
are aware of. Most important to our camps, though, is 
that the guidelines state that in “Phase IV, day camps 
are limited to: Camps taking place during the day only                   

(no overnight camps permitted)”. This means that 
until we reach Phase 5, which happens once we have an 
available vaccine or effective treatment, it is unlikely that 
we will be allowed to provide overnight camp experi-
ences for those that do not already share a home, such 
as family camp experiences. 

What does all this mean for 2021? As has been the case 
for some time, our ability to predict the future and timing 
of things is muddy at best. So, 2021 is likely going to look 
different in some significant ways but will also have to be 
flexible to accommodate the ever-changing landscape 
of this pandemic. For that reason, we will delay releasing 
information about 2021 Summer Programs until January. 
We have multiple plans ready to go and have identified 
our most likely program model for next summer which 
will be communicated early next year. We feel that 
postponing registration and the summer schedule until 
January is a necessary step to take.

We continue to be hopeful about the future of our Camp-
ing and Retreat Ministries, but we would be dishonest if 
we were to pretend that this year has been easy. It has 
been complex, uncertain, challenging, heart breaking, 
and disappointing. However, there have been so many 
bright spots along the way, not least of which has been 
the continued support of the IGRC. We are truly blessed 
to be part of our Conference and to know that there are 
so many of you that continue to care about the mission 
of camp. 

Please keep your Camping and Retreat Ministries, team 
members, volunteers, and campers in your prayers. Beu-
lah, East Bay, Epworth Journey, and Little Grassy need you, 
your support, and God’s guidance now more than ever.

May the love of Christ comfort you and bring you hope 
as 2020 comes to an end. 

Your Camping Team

DID YOU HEAR THE ONE  
ABOUT THE YEAR 2020?

CAMP IN A BOX
A new adventure for us in 2020 was to provide campers 
with a physical program, delivered to their door, called 
Camp in a Box. Each box was filled with 7 days’ worth of 
curriculum, activities, and links to worship and devotional 
videos. We liked the idea, hoped it would be well received, 
and so we set out to try something new.

It was an incredible adventure with a big learning curve 
that ended up reaching 543 individual campers. In June, July, 
and August we mailed the boxes all over Illinois and to several 
other states. Some of our IGRC churches partnered with us to pro-
vide Camp in a Box in place of VBS for their children and youth. Some 
families ordered more than one month and in all we sent out nearly 700 boxes. The 
response was greater than we were prepared for, and we quickly had to figure out 
how to expand our operation to meet the demand. What an incredible problem 
to have and it took our entire camping team and a lot of volunteers to pull it off. A 
huge thanks goes out to all of those that helped with this project!

Camp in a Box taught us some important lessons about our camping ministry and 
our ability to step up and think of new ways to connect people, nature, and Christ. 
We think the physical space of camp is still an important part of that mission, but it 
doesn’t have to be the only way we connect. 

DISCOVER
INVENT
EXPLORE

East Bay Foxes - This Spring saw an abundance of baby foxes at East Bay.

CAMP GIFT SHOP  
NOW ONLINE
Check out our new online Camp Gift Shop and 
support camp by ordering some camp swag like 
shirts, stuffed animals, drinkware, and more! It ’s a 
fun way to support us while getting a bit of Little 
Grassy and East Bay camp delivered to your door.

shopigrcamps.com

New ways to connect Campers, Nature, and Christ

Little Grassy Wagon - A new addition at Little Grassy built and donated by First UMC of Sparta.

Contact us for more information

Phone: 618-457-6030
Email: littlegrassy@igrc.org
www.littlegrassycamp.org

Phone: 309-365-7531
Email: eastbay@igrc.org
www.eastbaycamp.org

Beulah:  618-273-3520

Epworth: Find us on Facebook!
facebook.com/Epworth-journey-church-camp

C A M P I N G  A N D 
R E T R E A T  M I N I S T R I E S
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BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn (UMNews) – United Method-
ist bishops — faced with dwindling funds and a potential 
denominational split — want to hit the brakes on elect-
ing new bishops in the U.S. and adding more bishops in 
Africa.

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Council of Bishops 
president and leader of the Louisiana Conference, an-
nounced her colleagues’ recommendations for stabilizing 
the denomination’s Episcopal Fund at the end of a Nov. 
2-5 online meeting.

Over four days, some 115 active and retired bishops 
spread across four continents discussed the leadership 
necessary for the church’s future — including the con-
tinuing work of dismantling racism. Most of the bishops’ 
sessions were closed to the public.

At present, 14 U.S. bishops plan to retire in the com-
ing year or take on new roles with the Council of Bishops. 
The council recommends that the five U.S. jurisdictional 
conferences — now scheduled for next year — postpone 
any elections of their successors until 2024.

“We support the grassroots movements to not elect 
bishops until the next quadrennium,” Harvey told United 
Methodist News.

“Many creative and adaptive ideas and models are 
already being discussed in the jurisdictions,” she added.

The council also urged a slowdown in plans to add 
five more bishops in Africa, increasing the number from 
13 to 18 on a continent where The United Methodist 
Church is growing.

Ultimately, General Conference — the international 
denomination’s top lawmaking assembly — determines 
the funding and thus the number of United Methodist 
bishops.

General Conference was initially set to meet in May 
this year until the COVID-19 pandemic forced post-
ponement. General Conference organizers now have 
rescheduled the gathering for Aug. 29-Sept. 7, 2021, in 
Minneapolis.

During the meeting, Harvey stressed that the bishops’ 
recommendations came after “the bishops spent a great 
deal of time in discernment.”

Last year, United Methodist financial leaders warned 
the Council of Bishops that without changes, the Episco-
pal Fund that supports the bishops’ work would run out 
of money by 2024.

At present, there are 66 bishops supported by the 
fund — 46 in the U.S., 13 in Africa, four in Europe and 
three in the Philippines.

Most of the fund’s revenue comes from the denomi-
nation’s annual conferences, church regional bodies that 
each pay apportionments — or shares of giving — to 
support denomination-wide ministries. U.S. conferences 
provide about 99 percent of funding for general church 
ministries.

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has led to diminished 

church giving and accelerated the fund’s decline. If cur-
rent giving trends continue, the denomination’s General 
Council on Finance and Administration Fund projects 
that the fund will receive about $17.4 million this year — 
about 75% of requested apportionments.

Harvey said postponing new U.S. bishop elections 
would save the Episcopal Fund about $10 million in 

bishop salaries and benefits between 2021 and 2024.
She added that if apportionment collection rates drop 

below 65 percent, the General Council on Financial and 
Administration may resort to reducing bishops’ salaries 
and further reductions in their housing allowances and 
support for their office staff.

Similarly, slowing the addition of African bishops has 
the potential to save money. GCFA estimates that each 
African bishop currently costs about $800,000 over four 
years.

The denomination also appears to be on the verge 
some kind of split after decades of intensifying debate 
over the status of LGBTQ Christians. The coming General 
Conference faces multiple separation proposals includ-
ing a mediated agreement that, if accepted, would allow 
churches and conferences to break away to form a new, 
traditionalist denomination.

However, the denomination’s financial leaders do not 
yet know how many churches, conferences or bishops 
would leave if such a plan won approval. It’s possible for 
a conference to join a new denomination while its bishop 
remains with The United Methodist Church.

It remains unclear what a postponement in U.S. 
bishop elections would mean for how each jurisdiction 
handles episcopal oversight.

The five jurisdictional conferences are currently 
scheduled for Nov. 10-12, 2021, with central conferences 
to follow.

Jurisdictions in the U.S. and central conferences in 
Africa, Europe and the Philippines are the denomination’s 
intermediate organizational bodies. They each consist of 
multiple annual conferences. They also each elect bishops 
and set the number and boundaries of the episcopal areas 
they serve.

Jurisdictions have the authority to merge episcopal 
areas. With approval of the Council of Bishops, retired 
bishops also can serve in interim roles. When that hap-
pens, the Episcopal Fund pays the difference between the 
retired bishop’s pension amount and a bishop’s current 
salary level.

“We recognize that this work is done and decisions 
are made in the jurisdictions,” Harvey said. “Our work 
will be to help facilitate conversations with jurisdictional 
leaders, colleges of bishops and delegates and sharing 
information to help them do their best work.”

She also said bishops would work with General 
Conference’s Standing Committee on Central Conference 
Matters in phasing in the new African bishops.

The 2016 General Conference voted for the denomi-
nation to plan for adding five more bishops in Africa at its 
coming meeting. But no General Conference can bind the 
actions of a future General Conference.

Harvey credited the bishops’ Sustainability of Epis-
copal Fund Task Force, which the bishops established 
in May, with guiding their work. She said the task force 
collaborated with Wespath, the denomination’s pension 
agency, and the General Council on Finance and Admin-
istration, in developing the recommendations.

“Their work was totally focused on our ability to 
continue our United Methodist witness to the world,” 
Harvey said.

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News.)

G E N E R A L  
C H U R C H  N E W S

G E N E R A L  
C H U R C H  N E W S

United Methodist Bishops from Africa have voiced their 
continued commitment to The United Methodist Church 
and vowed to stay in the denomination despite the 
potential split expected at the next General Conference 
next year.

During their virtual meeting last month, the bishops 
noted that as African Bishops, they carry a heavy burden 
on their shoulders as they lead the church into the future.

“We have a choice of merely folding our hands and wait 
for events to unfold and then react to them. The other op-
tion which we have been espousing from the beginning 
of these deliberations is one of protecting the heritage of 
the United Methodist Church in Africa,” said Bishop Eben 
Nhiwatiwa of Zimbabwe, the current president of African 
Bishops.

He saluted the former president, the late Bishop John 
Yambasu of Sierra Leone, who he said did a sterling 
job of mediating by bringing together diverse groups in 
the creation of the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace 
through Separation but noted that apart from Bishop 
Yambasu, the African continent had no representation on 
the mediation team.

“Africa among other similar regions of the world has a 
vibrant presence of United Methodism for now and into 
the future. Why then should we be expected to tell our 
people that there is no more United Methodist. and that 
their choice is ether to join the remaining one or to leave 
and join the newly formed denomination?”

The bishops also said there were not comfortable with 

the U.S.-driven definition of traditionalist.  The traditional-
ist strand emphasized by those planning to form a new 
denomination is different from what is perceived by the 
Africans, the bishops said.

“By traditionalism African United Methodists refer to the 
biblical worship and experiences. We are observing that 
those thinking of a new denomination are spending more 
time on restructuring the church than on revitalizing it 
through spiritual formation.”

The African bishops felt that the Protocol need to be 
renegotiated. As it stands now, the Protocol legislation 
provides for those in the Centrist track remaining as The 
United Methodist Church with the name as it is. The 
other option is to join those whose voices are clear that 
they are set to begin a new church within the Wesleyan 
tradition.

“Those who might not feel comfortable to remain with 
the branch of the United Methodist church or to leave 
with those starting a new church are left in limbo. More 
of those in this category are the African United Method-
ists and other in the Central conferences as well as in the 
United States of America itself, the bishops noted.

The bishops also voiced concern that there were a lot 
of interference in African conferences by people from 
the United State who are causing confusion and hatred 
among Africans in the church. Effort should be made 
to stop such people from coming and sowing seeds of 
hatred among the Africans.

“If we Africans don't name who we are, someone else will 

do that on our behalf with disastrous consequences. It is 
time we tell our story,” the bishops said.

The bishops resolved to empower their communicators 
to help tell the story of The United Methodist Church 
in Africa via several forms of publications and online 
ventures.

BISHOPS CALLED TO BRING STABILITY IN CHAOS

African bishops: let’s make our own choicesCOUNCIL URGES NO NEW 
U.S. BISHOPS FOR FOUR YEARS

UM News screenshot via Zoom.
United Methodist Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey presides over an online 
meeting of the denomination’s Council of Bishops. Amid financial 
pressure and a potential denominational split, the council called for 
postponing elections of new U.S. bishops and urged that five new 
African bishops be added only as resources allow. 

Bishops’ other actions
The bishops did not just look at financial  
sustainability of the Episcopal Fund.

In other actions, the bishops:

• Heard an update from the Commission on the 
General Conference’s planning for the post-
poned legislative assembly as COVID-19 still 
imperils lives. The commission has named 
a technology study team that is looking at 
options including the possibility of a virtual 
meeting. Kim Simpson, the commission’s chair, 
told the bishops that the commission would 
not make any final decisions about the coming 
General Conference until its spring meeting 
next year. The commission has not yet sched-
uled the meeting.

• Moved forward with the creation of U.S. Con-
ference of UMC Bishops, bringing together 
U.S. bishops to speak to matters of national 
concern.

• Approved a document to allow the orderly 
exchange of clergy with the Moravian Church 
(Northern and Southern Provinces), a full-
communion partner of The United Methodist 
Church.

• Approved four pillars to focus the church’s anti-
racism work: 

 ■ Creating space for narratives of integrity and 
truth while resisting narratives of fear and 
division or othering

 ■ Moving toward pain, injury and harm.

 ■ A willingness to be discomforted in order to 
be faithful witnesses, and

 ■ Living as a people of relentless hope.

Bishop Eben Niwihtiwa

BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn (UMNews) – United Method-
ist bishops opened their online meeting in a season of 
turmoil.

Around the globe, people are contending with the 
pandemic, struggling economies, natural disasters and 
a reckoning with racial injustice. In the U.S., United 
Methodists also face political polarization on the eve of 
Election Day on Nov. 3.

“Any one of these would be enough of a disruption — 
enough to make us lose our way,” Bishop Cynthia Fierro 
Harvey told her colleagues in her first opening address 
as Council of Bishops president. “Altogether, they cause 
us not only to lose our way but forget our destination — 
where we are going and why.”

Harvey, who also leads the Louisiana Conference, 
attested to the way this year’s raging hurricanes have 
uprooted lives along the U.S. Gulf Coast.

“Sometimes, I catch myself sounding like the 
Israelites: ‘Egypt would have been better than this,’” she 
confessed. “The journey is truly a wilderness one.”

Even in this time of disaster and division, she 
reminded her fellow bishops that God’s compassion is 
steadfast. Throughout her address, she quoted the beloved 
hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and its promise that 
God provides “strength for today, and bright hope for 
tomorrow.”

Bishops, she said, are in a unique position to provide 
stability through the chaotic times.

“Stability is not about staying physically in one place 
but rooting ourselves in the God who dwells among us,” 
she said. “Imagine if we committed to provide a clear 

direction toward the Promised Land — leadership toward 
our mission to proclaim good news to the poor and re-
lease to the captive.”

Harvey, the first Hispanic woman to be Council of 
Bishops president, addressed some 115 bishops across 
four continents at the beginning of their second virtual 
meeting since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. For 
those participating online, the address started at about 6 
a.m. on the U.S. West coast and 10 p.m. in the Philippines.

Harvey told her colleagues that they would do their 
work together over 16 hours Nov. 2-5. The bishops plan 
to discuss missional strategies, their ongoing efforts to 
dismantle racism and possible paths to financial sustain-
ability.

The bishops meet at a time when they are dealing not 
only with afflictions around the globe but also anxieties 
within the denomination. 

COVID-19 has put on hold General Conference, the 
denomination’s top lawmaking assembly, which faced 
multiple proposals to split the denomination long-divided 
over how accepting to be of homosexuality.

With the pandemic still wreaking havoc, General 
Conference organizers are looking at different options for 
the meeting, now scheduled for Aug. 29-Sept. 7 in Minne-
apolis. The bishops expect to get an update from General 
Conference organizers during this week’s meeting.

General Conference’s postponement has left some 
United Methodists feeling that the church’s future is in a 
state of limbo.

Harvey, however, had another word for this time: 
liminal.

“The word liminal finds its root in the Latin word for 
threshold, a transition space,” she said. “We left some-

thing, and we don’t know yet what is on the other side.”
She urged her bishop colleagues to use this time to 

recalibrate and rethink their roles.
“What if we stopped marginalizing the marginal-

ized?” she asked. “What if we made room for all of God’s 
children, including our LGBTQ siblings? What if we 
added a voice of courage? Black lives do matter.”

She concluded by reminding bishops that God is not 
through with the bishops or the broader United Method-
ist Church.

“No General Conference, no pandemic, no disaster, 
nothing will disrupt God,” she said. “God’s compassion 
isn’t through.”

Bishop Samuel Quire, who leads United Methodists 
in the Liberia Conference, appreciated Harvey’s focus on 
God’s presence in troubled times.

“For me, Bishop Harvey’s message was heartwarm-
ing and filled with hope for all as she emphasized God’s 
faithfulness!” he said.

The bishops completed their open session Nov. 2 
with prayers for peace during the coming U.S. election. 
Time magazine reports that the level of preparations for 
political unrest around an election are unprecedented in 
modern U.S. history.

Bishop Ken Carter, whose Florida Conference has 
promoted voter registration, read a prayer written by the 
Rev. Lisa Degrenia, pastor of Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Sarasota, Florida.

“Bring forth unity and healing in our land,” Carter 
prayed. “Cover this election with fairness and dignity.”

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News.)

8   |   N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |   N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0   |   9



C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

New adventures and a new assignment for Connie Wieck
BY CONNIE WIECK
Amity Foundation Teacher

MARSHALL – I sit at my 
mom’s kitchen counter each 
morning, eagerly reading 
over my text messages from 
China:

From my college students: 
“Connie, we miss your 
classes!” 

From my neighbors: “Connie, 
we continue to check on your 
apartment. All is well.”

From the Luzhou Protestant 
Church Choir members: 
“Connie, we are practicing 
Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus 
for Christmas Eve services. 
We pray for your return every 
day.”

Yes, I pray for my return, too!

For 28 years, I have served 
as an educator in the Asia-
Pacific region for the United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries. Faithful 
UMC churches, groups and individuals in my home con-
ference (Illinois Great Rivers) have been strong financial 
and spiritual supporters of my time overseas. What a true 
blessing that has always been. 

Last January, I came back to America for my college’s 
Chinese New Year holidays to help my mom move. 
That one-month visit has now ballooned into 10 months 
due to a Covid ban on foreigners returning to China. At 
present, my college is requesting permission from the 
city’s foreign affairs office for my visa re-activation. The 
school and I are hoping permission will be given for the 
new semester which begins in March 2021. Until then, I 
continue to connect with my Chinese students, church 
members and friends through text messages, emails and 
video chats. 

While I Wait:   
A New Adventure within our UMC
To keep me active within the United Methodist Church, an 
addendum was added to my place of assignment until my 
visa can be acquired. I am now the Mission Advocate (MA) 
for our United Methodist North Central Jurisdiction (NCJ). 
The NCJ includes the following UMC conferences:  Indiana, 
West Ohio, East Ohio, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, the Da-
kotas, Northern Illinois, Illinois Great Rivers and Wisconsin.

What is a Mission Advocate?
A Mission Advocate is a missionary assigned to be the li-
aison between the General Board of Global Ministries and 
each conference's Conference Secretary of Global Minis-
tries (CSGM). The CSGM, a volunteer position by a willing 
United Methodist, is responsible for passing on mission 
and missionary program news to the conference he or 
she represents.  CSGMs are also cheerleaders to encour-
age churches to raise funds for missionaries and Advance 
projects. The CSGM might also be the person you contact 
when you need a missionary speaker. Perhaps some of 
you have been in contact with IGRC’s CSGM, Carolyn 
Yockey. She might even have scheduled me to speak at 
your worship services or mission meetings.

At present, there are a little over 300 GBGM missionaries 
who are serving in 60 countries around the world. All of 
us are in need of spiritual and financial support. As an 
MA, I am honored to help others understand how vital 
that support is, especially during this time of Covid when 
giving is far, far from what it was last year at this time. 

My new role
At present, I attend mission meetings (held virtually via 
Zoom), gather information to relay to my CSGMs, host 
my own or present at meetings, research the latest 
GBGM updates, relay current mission information and be 
available for whatever else is asked of me. These mis-
sion tasks demand a bit of quiet and spread-out room, 
which my hometown church (Marshall First UMC) has 
graciously given me in the prayer room.  How very grate-
ful I am to have my needs met in such a special way. I 
will use this sacred space to continue my work with the 
church while keeping engaged in mission and serving 
the Lord as He has called me to do.  

And please, contact me at any time for a Zoom gather-
ing! While I’m here in Illinois, it makes virtual meet-ups 
easy, convenient and so very rewarding. 

As we exit a very difficult 2020, may 2021 bring us 
renewed strength and faith in all we do as followers of 
Christ.

Where you can make a difference
• The General Board of Global Ministries has a new 

website. www.umcmission.org can lead you through 
missionary stories and video clips, UMC projects 
through the Advance, upcoming events and note-
worthy updates by the GBGM staff.

• Give, give, give! Go to www.umcmission.org and let 
your cursor do the rest.  You will see opportunities 
to financially support global ministries, UMCOR and 
the Advance.

• Follow GBGM on Facebook:  Hear from and con-
nect with our missionaries around the world.  Learn 
about our UMC projects and UMCOR's lifesaving 
outreach to those in greatest need.  Get to know the 
GBGM staff and all they do for missions.  The GBGM 
Facebook page has it all!  Go and take a look.

• Covenant with a missionary:  If you are not doing 
so already, please consider establishing a covenant 
relationship with a missionary for the year 2021. I 
welcome you to partner with me by completing 
online forms at umcmission.org, using my Advance 
# 10672Z and specifying your gift amount. You can 
also contact Carolyn Yockey at clpy508@aol.com 
for other missionaries in our conference who are in 
need of your help.

#GivingTuesday coming Dec. 1
Giving Tuesday, often seen as #GivingTuesday, refers to 
the Tuesday after Thanksgiving Day in the United States. 
It is a movement to create an international day of giving 
at the beginning of the Christmas and holiday season. 
Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea: a 
day that encourages people to do good. On Giving Tues-
day – Dec. 1 this year – 100 percent of all online dona-
tions given to Global Ministries through the Advance will 
go toward the designated fund, project, or missionary.  
Join other faithful UMC members by participating in this 
special day with your monetary gifts of love.

(Connie Wieck teaches through the Amity Foundation. Her 
home church is Marshall First UMC in the Embarras River 
District. To contact Wieck while she is staying with family 
in Marshall, email corneliaw2000@hotmail.com or by call-
ing 217-293-1208).

UNITED METHODISTS DEVASTATED 
BY TRIO OF TYPHOONS

BY GLADYS P. MANGIDUYOS 

MANILA, Phillipines (UMNews) - Filipino United 
Methodists are picking up the pieces after three strong 
typhoons pummeled the Philippines in less than three weeks.

 The latest, Typhoon Vamco (Ulysses), rolled through Nov. 
12, leaving millions without power and many stranded on 
the northern island of Luzon. Major flooding affected Metro 
Manila and its suburbs.

 The Rev. Fely Dela Cruz, district superintendent from the 
Metro District of the Rizal Philippines East Conference, said 
San Mateo United Methodist Church has 200 evacuees, and 
she is continuing to seek updates from leaders and laity from 
other churches within the Marikina area, noting that many of 
the roads are impassable.

 “United Methodists are still on the roof waiting for 
rescue,” she said.

The Rev. Michelle Dela Cruz, district superintendent 
of Aurora in the Middle Philippines, said her area has been 
devastated.

“So many houses were damaged. The towns of Baler, 
Dipaculao and San Luis were severely damaged,” Dela Cruz 
said.

She said she helped rescue children whose houses are by 
the river. “The kids are now in the district parsonage,” she said, 
adding that there are six children, with the youngest only 11 
months old. 

Some church workers also have been evacuated and the 
roofs of their houses were blown off, she added.

The new typhoon struck as many were still cleaning up 
from Super Typhoon Goni, known as Rolly in the Philippines, 
which made landfall on Nov. 1.

The Rev. Fely Dela Cruz said 50 families were affected in 
Lobo, in the province of Batangas, and at least 20 houses were 
destroyed or partially destroyed.

“Our small mission chapel totally collapsed and there is 
no possibility (for it) to be used as a worshipping place every 
Sunday,” she said, noting that the mission is part of The United 
Methodist Church Upon the Rock in Mandaluyong City.

Typhoon Rolly, the strongest storm so far this year, killed 
at least 17 and affected more than 2 million people. A week 
before Rolly, Typhoon Quinta devastated parts of the country.

“(The typhoons) caused severe damages, destroying 
fishing boats, causing a problem on (people’s) jobs and 
livelihood, like selling fish and agriculture … (on) tourism and 
small business,” said Dela Cruz.

She said that the United Methodist mission in Lobo needs 
assistance including food and finances for those affected 

and money to repair Lobo Mission’s damaged chapel and to 
replace some of the mission’s property, including chairs and 
kitchenware.

“May our UMC as a whole unite and pray together for our 
brethren who are greatly affected and are still in the evacuation 
centers hoping and praying for our help. May the God of 
justice and mercy prevail,” she said.

The Rev.  Richie Grace C. Verganio, administrative pastor 
of The Living Stone United Methodist Church in Tabaco City, 
said that six church families were affected by Rolly, with three 
of those left homeless.

She said she visited the families the day after the typhoon.
“What they need most are materials to rebuild and food to 

sustain them,” she said.
Verganio said that the entire town has no electricity or 

network signal.
“I hope our members who were hard-hit receive assistance 

in any form. … May the spirit of helping each other abide with 
us and grant us courage.”

The Rev.  Nonelio P. Talisic, district superintendent of 
East and West Bicol of the Bicol Philippines Provisional 
Conference, said the most affected area is the coastal part of 
Bicol and Sabang in the Camarines Sur province, where 52 
households were severely devastated.

He said that in the East Bicol District, the homes of 10 
families from Full Blessing United Methodist Church were 
damaged.

Bishop Rodolfo A. Juan of the Davao Area said his heart 
goes out to those severely affected in the Bicol region.

“When I visited last week, I can't help but silently cry for 
those families left homeless. We will continue to pray for them. 
And, in addition, we will extend financial support. I will go 
there this weekend to bring cash for food and house repairs,” 
he said.

Josephine M. Cedillo, Manila Area disaster management 
coordinator, told UM News that the double whammy of 
disasters and the coronavirus has created a predicament.

There have been more than 400,000 confirmed COVID-19 
cases in the Philippines and more than 7,700 deaths, according 
to Johns Hopkins University data.

“It has been hard to pool local resources now, along with 
the serious circumstance brought by the pandemic crisis. 
(There) is the need to rise up from the devastation, but we are 
doing our best,” Cedillo said.

She said a solar panel installed at Barangay Inasakan — a 
small barangay on the island of Iling that can be reached only 

APPEAL MADE FOR 
PHILIPPINE TYPHOON RELIEF
BY STEPHEN GRANADOSIN
Spoon River District Superintendent

Our brothers and sisters in the Mindanao 
Episcopal Area of the United Methodist 
Church in the Philippines and the people 
in their mission field have recently been 
devasted by two typhoons.  

Goni (Rolly), which was the second of 
the two, was a Category 5 super typhoon 
which hit the already damaged and 
flooded regions of eastern Philippines.  
Goni is purported to be the strongest 
typhoon on record to make landfall.  
Goni’s 225 kph (140 mph) with sustained 
winds gusted up to 280 kph (175 mph) 
caused overwhelming devastation. It 
created 16-foot surges which destroyed 
some 13,000 homes and damaged an 
estimated 66,000 houses.  Evacuation 
was hindered, not only by the effects 
of the previous typhoon but also by the 
possibility of Covid infections in crowded 
evacuation centers.  Reports of casual-
ties are still coming in as communica-
tions have been hampered by flooding 
and power outages. 

We are in close contact with Bishop Ro-
dolfo Juan of the Davao Episcopal Area 
of the United Methodist Church who 
reports many of our churches have been 
damaged, severely crippling our church’s 
efforts to help the communities around 
them.  Many of those who have lost their 
homes belong to the churches that have 
partnered with our own Volunteers in 
Mission teams from the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference for over three years.  
Many of those who lost their homes and 
property are active United Methodists; 
and we continue to pray for safety, cour-
age and resilience for our churches in 
the Philippines as they minister to their 
communities, even as they themselves 
suffer through much loss.

It is indeed a God-given privilege for us 
to reach out and support our brothers 
and sisters who are suffering.  Your kind-
ness and generosity will give hope to the 
hundreds of thousands affected by this 
disaster. Together as the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference we can make a great 
difference. To help our brothers and 
sisters in their efforts to recover from the 
tragic outcomes of the recent typhoons 
in the Philippines, please click on this 
link https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/OnlineOf-
fering  to access a secure giving form.  
Please indicate "IGRC Advance #7020" 
as the Gift Designation.

May your generosity and compassion be 
a source of hope and comfort to those 
who are suffering that they may declare 
as Lamentations 3:22-23 says, “Because 
of the Lord’s great love we are not con-
sumed for his compassions never fail.  
They are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness.”TYPHOONS CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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T H A N K  Y O U
with your Giftsfor Embracing

  Our Conference, Our Kids  Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

Churches Making Donations to  Our Conference, Our Kids in October   
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Barry
Blue Mound
Cropsey
East Moline 
 Christ Multisite
Galesburg First
Goreville
Henry

Island Grove
Jacksonville Centenary
Lewistown
Macomb Wesley
Magnolia
Mackinaw
Murrayville
Palmyra
Pana

Paris First
Pekin First
Peter Cartwright
Pontiac First
Rantoul First
Saint David
Saybrook Wesbein
Springfield Jerome
Staunton

Troy
Victoria
Warrensburg
Washington  
 Evangelical
Wesley Chapel  
 (Jacksonville)

Carol Lakota Eastin
Wayne & Michelle Giermann
Linda Harrod
Deborah Helmick
Angie Lee
Ken Miller

Joseph and Marcia Moulden
Dave and Kathy Ramp
Dianne Schultz
Shane Smith
Martha Varble

Individuals Known to have made Donations in October
[Through their local churches, by mail, online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org)]

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc 
to access the online catalog.
Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone 

at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER

Advent books and book studies  
available to borrow from the UMRC!
For more options, visit the Bibliographies page
of the UMRC website:  www.igrc.org/UMRC
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

Books:
#819133 7 Days of Christmas: A Season of 

Generosity
#818175 Advent: The Once and Future Coming of 

Jesus Christ
#818179 Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a 

Season of Darkness
#819130 Characters of Christmas: The Unlikely 

People Caught Up in the Story of Jesus
#819131 Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes: An 

Advent Study
#816211 Christmas Is Coming! But Waiting Is Hard! 

Family Activities and Devotions for Advent
#819162 Christmas Strawberry and Other Stories
#818133 Faithful Celebrations: Making Time for God 

from Advent through Epiphany
#818194 Living Nativity: Preparing for Christmas 

with Saint Francis
#818222 On Christmas: A Seasonal Anthology
#824557 Roads from Bethlehem: Christmas 

Literature from Writers Ancient and 
Modern

#818163 Unlikely Gifts: Devotions for the Holiday 
Season

#818207 Vintage Christmas: A Collection of Classic 
Stories and Poems

#819184 Wondrous Mystery

Book studies:
#819132    Keep Watch with Me: An Advent Reader  

for Peacemakers (up to 12 copies available)
#820123    Let Us Go Now to Bethlehem: Daily 

Devotions for Advent and Christmas  
(up to 11 copies available)

#820121    Making Room: Sharing the  
Love of Christmas  
(up to 12 copies available)

#817092    Taste & See: Experiencing  
the Stories of Advent  
and Christmas  
(up to 93 copies available)

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The General Council on Finace 
and Adminstration’s Connectional/External Relations 
teams are announcing that Vanco has renewed its ministry 
partnership with GCFA. Vanco, through Vanco Faith, has 
built new services and enhanced existing tools to help 
churches, including a free smartphone app. By putting the 
time and investment in advanced eGiving options, Vanco 
can work with churches to find eGiving plans that fit the 
individual church’s needs. Vanco can offer churches giving 
tools that help track donations, keep members connected, 
and provide different giving platforms for ministry 
supporters. 

GCFA has had a vetted relationship with Vanco for 
nearly 20 years. In this timespan, more than 3,000 United 
Methodist churches and ministries have used the giving 
platforms that have grown from “how to receive checks” 
to the latest electronic giving platforms. The Vanco giving 
platforms integrate with multiple church management 
software providers so churches are not required to change 
software. Vanco is committed to making sure each church 
that partners with Vanco is set up for success as they utilize 
online giving. 

All UMC churches that sign up with Vanco by 
November 30 will receive personalized one-on-one 

onboarding with a Vanco eGiving specialist, an offer 
valued at $500. Click here to visit the site designed for 
United Methodist churches and learn more. The dedicated 
implementation specialist will assist the church through 
three one-to-one training sessions to personalize the 
church’s online giving page that will focus on highlighting 
church missions, create communication to share with 
members using customizable marketing materials, and 
more. 

“Vanco is very excited again to partner with GCFA. 
We’ve enjoyed this partnership for many years as we achieve 
our aim of helping those who enrich their communities. 
UMC churches do amazing work during difficult periods, 
and they are continuing that work in new and innovative 
ways to support their community. Vanco is happy to 
introduce new tools, including our church community 
smartphone app, to United Methodist churches. Our online 
giving tools help UMC churches thrive financially and 
succeed in their ministries – whether congregations gather 
in person or virtually,” said Shawn Boom, CEO of Vanco. 

For more information on the Ministry Partner 
program, contact Kellie Schmeal at connectionalrelations@
gcfa.org or 615-369-2408.

VANCO FAITH OFFERING ONE-ON-ONE 
HELP TO SET UP DIGITAL GIVING

District Gifts 
Received:  
Iroquois River 

Our Conference, Our Kids: On the Move
I’m a preacher not a scientist, but I remember from 

my school days that there is a law of inertia that tells us 
that an object at rest tends to stay at rest until acted on by 
an outside force, right!?  

Well, faithful friends of Our Conference, Our Kids, 
you have acted as a force for good, and what has been at 
rest is now in motion!  The first distribution of $10,000 is 
in process to each of our five children and family serving 
agencies!  This is three months ahead of schedule!  

The Our Conference, Our Kids Endowment Fund is 
not at rest, it is in motion! 

Of course, that law of inertia also tells us that 
an object in motion tends to stay in motion unless 
acted on by an outside force.  Now that we are rolling 
and have surpassed the $1.5 million level in gifts and 
commitments, we want to keep on moving!  We are still 
reaching for the $2.5 million goal, and we know that with 
our continued giving we will get there and go beyond!

In celebration with all of you,
Rev. Amanda Richards
Our Conference, Our Kids Co-Chair

Our Conference, Our Kids Endowment Fund Making  
First Distribution In Memory of Joyce Francis

This first distribution from the Our Conference, 
Our Kids Endowment Fund is being made in the 
memory of Joyce Francis.  Joyce was a passionate and 
energetic member of the OCOK Steering Team from 
its inception in late 2017 until her death in early 2019.  
Her enthusiasm and commitment were unrivaled.  
Her concern for Our Kids, and the ministry of our 
children and family serving agencies, was evident to 

everyone as she spoke on behalf this initiative, and as 
she worked tirelessly toward the vision of ensuring 
spiritual life ministries were provided at each of the five 
conference children and family serving agencies.  We 
thank God for Joyce’s life and the countless ways she 
made a difference in other’s lives, and how through Our 
Conference, Our Kids her legacy will continue for Our 
Kids! 

Cunningham to host  
Luminaries of Hope  
and live nativity
URBANA – Help Cunningham Children’s 
Home bring the light of hope this Christmas 
season to the youth, adults and families they 
serve with a special event, Luminaries of 
Hope and Live Nativity!

Along with a live nativity, luminaries will be 
lit throughout our campus, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Dec. 5, 12 and 19. For a suggested donation 
of $5, the community is encouraged to drive 
through and enjoy this special event.

Help Cunningham “light up” Cunningham’s 
campus with 777 Luminaries of Hope, repre-
senting each of the youth, adults and families 
we served this year.

For just $10, a luminary may be purchased, in 
honor or memory of someone special.

Purchase your luminaries on our website 
cunninghamhome.org or mail a check to P.O. 
Box 878, Urbana, IL 61803.

LEAD THE WAY CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

to the congregation.

Consider these seven ways to inspire confidence in your 
leadership while also acknowledging that you don’t 
know how to fix the problem — yet:

1. Claim what is known about the situation. Don’t 
make the mistake of waiting to communicate until the sit-
uation grows clearer. You may not have a clear problem 
definition or a known solution, but you can acknowledge 
the symptoms and the impact that the problem is having 
on people. “Attendance at the 10 a.m. service is down 20 
percent since last year. There is a noticeable decrease 
in our worship energy which has many of us worried.” 
Acknowledging that a problem exists and telling people 
what you do know reassures people that you are leading.

2. Express deep interest and care. Sometimes, leaders 
try to look non-anxious but end up appearing uncaring 
or indifferent — as if whatever happens next is just fine. 
The leader must convey a deep investment in both the 
people and the problem. “You should know that the staff 
team, governing board, and I are all exploring this. I care 
deeply about our shared worship life, and I am commit-
ted to taking action steps as soon as we feel confident in 
our next steps.” People respect the leader who says, “I re-
ally don’t know the answer, but I’m willing to stand here 
with you in the anxiety of our mutual not-knowing.”

3. Be clear about what you won’t do. You may not 
know what should happen next, but you probably know 
what is “off the table.” What won’t be considered? Those 
things that are inconsistent with the identity or values of 

the congregation. Tell people where those boundaries 
lie and what you won’t do in pursuit of an easy solution. 
“Rest assured that any steps we take will not compro-
mise our commitment to musical excellence.”

4. Name the competing values. Big problems al-
ways involve a tension between values and competing 
preferences that are not easily reconciled. “We want to 
provide multiple worship options to meet the needs of 
our community, but we also value the unity of our wor-
ship experience. We like all being together in one space 
on Sunday mornings.” You can help people understand 
the complexity of the issue when you name the values in 
tension. At the same time, you are letting them know that 
you understand them.

5. Tell a story. People love stories. Stories convey deep 
truths that might otherwise be difficult to convey. Tell the 
congregation one of their own stories about a time like 
this one, when the way forward wasn’t clear. Help them 
see how watching and learning was the best thing to do, 
then and now. Tell them a story from your own leadership 
journey that illustrates the importance of waiting for right 
timing. Select a biblical story that speaks to the current 
dilemma and invite people to reflect on how the biblical 
story informs their story.

6. Ask good questions. Good questions will inspire 
confidence in your leadership. In Engaging Emergence, 
author and consultant Peggy Holman frames numerous 
possibility-oriented questions that can help an organiza-
tion clarify what is emerging out of a leadership chal-
lenge. Here are some of the most poignant:

• What do we wish to conserve?
• What do we want more of?

• What keeps us going?
• What guides us when we don’t know?
• What question, if asked and answered, would make 

a difference in this situation?
• What can we do together what none of us could do 

alone?
• How do we steward what is arising?
• Given what has happened, what is possible next?

7. Invite people to adopt a stance of wonder. Some-
times wondering is an act of will. We must decide not to 
be captured by anxiety, to set aside our compulsion for 
knowing, advocating, and striving. Instead, we embrace 
not knowing what will happen next. We attend to all that 
is arising, and we yield to the disruption that the problem 
has introduced. In this state of active wonder, we are 
more open to learning, to Divine guidance and to the 
emergence of new possibilities.

Saying “I don’t know” is not a sign of weakness in a 
leader. It is an honest acknowledgment that more learn-
ing is required before action can be taken. Your leader-
ship can inspire confidence while also creating space for 
not knowing. The next time you face an uncertain course 
of action, consider admitting “I don’t know” — but do it 
with confidence.

(This article appeared originally in Perspectives, the 
online newsletter of the Congregational Consulting Group.   
Used with permission.)

by boat — was blown away by the super typhoon. The 
panel, donated by the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, was recovered and repaired.

“The solar panel is part of life-saving equipment 
given to partner barangays to enhance their condition 
in terms of information and communication,” she 
said, adding that the panel has been of great help in 
providing power to charge phones and hand radios in 
the barangay.

Manila Area Bishop Ciriaco Q. Francisco said that 
they are preparing to extend assistance to Mindoro and 
Bicol, where there are United Methodist churches.

“In the midst of the pandemic and various 
disasters brought by typhoons, let us continue helping 
one another, extending our support by prayers and 
finances to uplift the suffering of our fellow Filipinos, 
particularly in the most affected communities.”

The day before the super typhoon made landfall, 
seven United Methodist local churches from Mindoro 
served as sanctuaries for evacuees.

The Rev. Glofie Baluntong, superintendent of the 
Oriental Mindoro-Romblon-Marinduque District, said 
local churches accommodated 50 families — about 250 
individuals.

“Each local church sustained them with food and 

gave each family 3 kilos of rice as they went back home. 
We will continue to make our local churches as safe 
sanctuaries to people,” Baluntong said.

She said that the typhoons damaged rice fields and 
banana plants, which will affect the livelihood of people 
in this region.

Still, Cedillo is urging people to be hopeful.
“This year may be a series of disasters for us, but let 

us not lose hope. We are still blessed in many ways and 
can even be a blessing to many in need. Let us continue 
to be one in prayer, hearts and hands to help those 
severely impacted by these calamities.”

(Mangiduyos is a communicator from the Philippines)
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http://connectionalrelations@gcfa.org
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Our Gift
       to You

In Appreciationof Pastors

From 2020 churches 

with love and 

support so far

Thank you for all who have 
contributed this year.  We are very 
grateful.  Won’t you let us include you?  
Please give a gift in honor or memory 
today.  Gifts of any size are a blessing 
to those who have served us. 

Services to Retired  
Clergy and Spouses:

• $1.5 Million to purchase Medicare  
Supplement Plan

• Assistance in Research Medicare Part D Plans

• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit

• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses

• Virgin Health Miles Benefits for Retirees and Spouses

• Fellowship Groups

• $580 Thousand Contribution to Pre-82 Plan

• Fall Banquets

• Seminar for Retirees and Spouses

• Pastoral Care

• Presence at Funerals and  
Presentation of Grave Markers

• Dental Loan Program

• Hearing Aid Program

• Financial and Estate Planning

• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

Albion UMC
Aledo UMC

Auburn UMC
Belleville Union UMC

Bement UMC
Benld UMC

Bethel UMC, Flora
Bissell UMC

Blue Mound UMC
Calhoun UMC

Canton Wesley UMC
Caseyville UMC

Cave In Rock UMC
Centerville UMC

Chillicothe First UMC, Mens’ Club
Christ UMC, White Hall

Cottonwood UMC, Toledo
Crescent City UMC, Donovan

Dahinda UMC
Decatur First UMC

Divernon UMC
Durham UMC
Dwight UMC

East Alton First UMC, Duo Class
Ebenezer North UMC, Olney
Edwardsville St. John’s UMC

El Paso UMC
Enterprise UMC, Cisne

Fairfield UMC, Port Byron
Findlay UMC
Forsyth UMC

Galesburg Faith UMC
Geneseo Grace UMC

Goreville UMC, Trustees
Huey UMC

Jacksonville Centenary UMC
Jerome UMC

Kedron UMC, Newton
Kinmundy First UMC

Lancaster UMC
Lebanon First UMC

Leroy UMC
Lewistown UMC  
Long Point UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Magnolia UMC

Manchester UMC
Marshall Armstrong UMC
McDowell UMC, Pontiac

Monticello UMC
New Hope UMC

New Hope UMC, Neponset
New Salem UMC

Newton Grace UMC
Ogden UMC
Orion UMC

Parkville UMC
Patoka Wesley UMC

Pekin First UMC
Pekin Zion Evangelical UMC

Prospect Park UMC, Fairview Heights
Robinson Otterbein UMC

Shelbyville Fourth St. UMC
Sparta First UMC

Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC
Staunton UMC

Taylorville First UMC
Terre Haute UMC

Texas UMC, Trivoli
Thayer UMC

Urbana Wesley UMC
Vergennes Wesley UMC

Ware UMC
Watson UMC

Waynesville UMC
Weldon UMC

Wesley Chapel UMC
West Eden UMC, Karnak

Westfield UMC
Williamsville UMC & UMW

Pastor Grant Armstrong
St. John’s UMC, Edwardsville

Pastor Kevin Kriesel
Anita & Frank Munden

Pastor Jessica Lauer Baldyga
Sharon Lauer

Pastor Shane Sims
Williamsville UMC

Pastor Scott Henley
Herb & Suzanne Thompson

Pastor Sandi Hire
Weedman UMC

Pastors Kathy & Kent King-Nobles  
and Kim Burke
Normal First UMC

Pastor Ron Martz
John & Susan Sprinkle

Pastor Jay Regennitter
Louis & Dorothy Youngs
Pastor Sarah Henry

Parkville UMC, Sadorus
Pastor Paul Wier and  

former Pastor Sharon Monroe
Fairbury First UMC

Pastor Paul Widicus
Becky & Larry Barnhill

Pastor Naomi Roberts
Phyllis B. Taylor
Mary L. Munson

Joda & Tim Morton
Pastors Julia Abel, Nicole Cox, Ken Hogren,  

Ted Snider, E. Paul Unger
Luann & Brian Kuehn
Pastor Brad Curtis

Richard & Maxine Lolling
Pastor Robin Lyons

Manchester UMC
Pastor Lenny Summar

Sandra Summar
Pastor Charliam Renner

Linda & Chuck Trent
Pastor Nelson Reiber & Pastors Sharon 

& Kevin Treptow
Benld UMC

Pastor Appreciation In Memorium:

Pastor Dick Piscatelli
Williamsville UMW

Pastor John Curtis, Jr.
Margy Curtis

Pastors R. Paul Sims, Robert Krause,  
Frank Nestler
Carol A. Sims

Pastors Mark Harris & Edward Hoffman
Aledo UMC


