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COVID Response Update - Dec. 9, 2020
I greet you in the wonderful name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior.
On Nov. 17, I directed that all congregations within the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference suspend in-person worship services
through Dec. 13. This action was caused by a resurgence of Covid-19 cases in our State and across the Nation. All of the United
Methodist Bishops across the Midwest and specifically, those
within the North Central Jurisdiction, took similar actions.
At a recent gathering of our College of Bishops, we shared and
discussed the current status of this pandemic and the response
that we would have as United Methodist episcopal leaders. Here
are three things that we have noticed across our episcopal areas:
The majority of laity and clergy, while saddened by the decision
to refrain from in-person worship, understand the temporary need
for this brief suspension and are fully compliant.
A few of our constituents feel that the decision to worship in-person or to refrain from in-person worship should be made at the
local church level. While nearly all of those in this category have
been compliant, they have shared their disappointments with the
District Superintendents and with their respective Bishops.
There is no decision that will please everyone! We are not a “one
size fits all” denomination, or society. In fact, the current climate
toward leadership, of any kind, is not tilting toward the positive
scale. It is our desire to offer guidance as episcopal leaders which
respects each pastor and congregation within our episcopal
areas.
It was my hope that by taking a four-week break from in-person
services that we would be able to improve the numbers so as to
be able to return to our churches for weekly services Dec. 20 and
for Christmas Eve.
Currently, the numbers have not improved. In many areas of the
state the statistics are worse. Many of our communities are facing
a shortage of hospital beds and are experiencing an overflow
in their Intensive Care Units as the number of Covid-19 cases
increase.
For the good of our 800 plus congregations and communities
where they reside, and in conjunction with the United Methodist Bishops and churches across our jurisdiction, I am strongly
recommending our churches not to meet for indoor worship
until further notice. This will require us to be more creative
and strategic for Christmas Eve and Christmas weekend
services.
I encourage pastors and laity to continue to provide virtual
worship, drive-in worship, and outdoor worship services. These
services should be offered using the proper guidelines for social
distancing. It is important that face masks be required at all nonvirtual gatherings and that these masks be worn at all times.
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At Geneseo First UMC, Amy Roberts, left, Michelle Gamache and Pam Reiling
performed in the Grace Notes Women’s Ensemble at “Celebrate the Season.”
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In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J.
Beard appoints the following:

Many have requested that outdoor worship, along with drive-in
worship services be allowed for Christmas Eve. After careful and
prayerful consideration, we agree, and encourage outdoor worship to be conducted. Please take the necessary safety precautions as suggested in our Covid-19 Guidelines.

In addition, the extended Cabinet has joined me in putting together a virtual service that can be used by any of our congregations for Christmas.
I also want to address issues that have reached my desk regarding the pandemic.
First, as Bishop of the Illinois Area, I am charged with ordering the
life of the church in the geographic area to which I am assigned
in accordance with paragraphs 401 to 405 of The Book of Discipline (2016).
Second, because these guidelines are from the church and not
from the government, the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision
regarding guidelines to churches in New York does not apply to
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. I am not taking away anyone’s right to worship, nor am I encouraging Christians to “forsake
assembling together.” My request, while requiring new methods,
does not force anyone to cease worship.
Finally, I want to applaud you for your willingness to work with
your pastor to ensure that ministry continues despite limitations
that are related to the pandemic.
While everyone has their personal desires and preferences, Christ
reminds us that love of God and love of neighbor are the two
greatest commandments.
A response that places the love of neighbor ahead of one’s own
personal preferences will, in the long-term, be a stronger witness
to our faith. Acting wisely does not indicate a lack of trust in God
but it does result in moving us closer to what we all want – a
church that is healthy, alive and vibrant safely gathering together.
God bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

Frank
Beard

APPOINTMENTS

Let me be perfectly clear, the current rise in Covid-19 infections,
across our state and region, are worse than they were four weeks
ago. I strongly recommend that pastors across the IGRC refrain
from in-person worship in our church buildings and facilities.

As a part of our connectional covenant as United Methodist
across the State and the North Central Jurisdiction, our Conference Leadership Team would like to invite you to join us at 6 p.m.
Christmas Eve as individuals or as household units, in gathering on your porches, yards or sidewalks of your homes to lift up
lights (representing Christ) as we sing or ring bells to Silent Night
together. We believe this can be a strong effective witness to our
unity and our Christian faith. While still observing social distancing guidelines, feel free to invite neighbors and friends to join us.

At the heart of Christianity is the hope-filled promise that
everyone can at any point have a “do-over.” As we close out the
year 2020 and anticipate 2021, it is good to know that we do not
have to carry everything forward. Each one of us, no matter how
stressed, sick, soiled, stained, spotted, or sinful, can begin again.
One of the central messages of the Scriptures, in both Old
and New testaments, is how God has enabled folks to reboot,
recalculate, restart, and recover from life’s hurts and hits. It does
not matter if the ditch you are in is caused by your carelessness
or the irresponsible driving of others. The good news is that you
BISHOP
do not have to stay in the ditch. God is tuned-in and hears your
distress signal and lovingly dispatches helpful agents that can and
will get you back on the road of life. You can begin again!
There is no place where God’s grace cannot reach you. There
is no action – past, present or future – that can exclude you from
God’s mercy. There is no depth, height, width, or length where
you are inaccessible to the all-seeing eyes and loving grasp of the
Good Shepherd. You can begin again!
The Bible story that I love the most is that of the lost “prodigal” son (Luke 15). This
young boy gets victimized by a series of bad choices and ends up broke, hungry and in
a pig’s pen. The Bible says that, “when he came to his senses” he realized that the only
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DEATHS
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Dr.
Joseph C. Evers, 93, died Dec.
12 in Florida.
Dr. Evers served 40 years of
active ministry in the former
Southern Illinois Conference,
retiring in 1990 from Bunker Hill.
Funeral arrangements are pending at press time.
Condolences may be sent to his wife, Karen Evers,
645 Vespers Way, Orange City, FL 32763-9232.

Walter Wilkins to Hanna City-Trivoli, Illinois
River District, ¾ time, effective Nov. 29.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date due
to Covid-19 restrictions.

Katie Gholson to Belleville BJC Memorial
Hospital as palliative chaplain, Mississippi
River District, effective March 30, 2020. She is
a deacon in full connection.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Stanley A. Rapp, 86,
died Dec. 11 in Urbana.

Dawn Beaven to Easton, Sangamon River
District, ¼ time, effective Dec. 1. She will
continue to serve at New Holland UMC.
Molly Spence-Hawk to Mason City-San Jose,
Sangamon River District, effective Jan. 1.
San Young Lee to Gillespie First, Mississippi
River District, effective Jan. 1.
Alan Rhein to Marion First, Cache River
District as interim pastor, ¼ time, effective
Oct. 25.

Change of status
Bruce Baumberger, discontinuation of
appointment, Mississippi River District,
effective Nov. 2. He previously served at
Granite City Niedringhaus.
Gene Creek, discontinuation of appointment,
Kaskaskia River District, effective Dec. 1. He
previously served at Xenia UMC.

Supply, not appointed
Carl Meeks to Xenia UMC, Kaskaskia River
District, effective Jan. 1.
Jay Gunn to Cross Road UMC, Cache River
District, effective Dec. 1. This is his first-time
assignment in the IGRC.
Tom Young to Buckeye, Sangamon River
District, ¼ time, effective Dec. 1. This is his
first-time assignment in the IGRC.

Rev. Rapp served 40 years of active ministry, retiring
in 2001 from Fairbury. For the past four years, he
served Roberts UMC until the church completed its
mission July 31.
Funeral arrangements are pending at press time at
Rosenbaum Funeral Home in Gibson City.
Condolences may be sent to his wife, Lois Rapp, 106
Chickasaw Lane, Loda, IL 60948-9685.
Rev. Trisha Chapman, 63, died
Dec. 8 at her home in Galva.
Chapman was the pastor of
Galva First and Bishop Hill at the
time of her death. She served
several churches in the IGRC
over the past 17 years.
Private family services will he held, with burial
at Memorial Lawn Cemetery in Jacksonville. A
memorial service will be held at a later date.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
buchanancody.com/obituary/pastor-trishachapman where persons may leave condolences
for the family.
Colleen Krause, 90, widow of
the Rev. Dr. Robert A. Krause,
died Nov. 28.
Together with her husband,
the Krauses served several
congregations in the former
Southern Illinois Conference, including serving
as Superintendent of the Carbondale District. Rev.
Krause died April 14, 2003.

place where he was assured of help and full acceptance was in returning home.
The young man realized the severity of the ties that he had severed and thought
that he could never return as a child, but he knew he could count on being taken in as
a servant because he had witnessed the generosity and goodness, displayed to others
when he was a member of the household.
All the way home this young man practiced his speech, “I’ve sinned against
heaven and against you and I am not worthy to be your child.” His hope was that he
would be accepted as a servant. He had resigned himself to the fact that servants, at his
house, were in a far better place than his current pig pen.
I love how the story takes a dramatic and decisive turn when the son is
recognized at a distance. This grieving parent starts running toward their lost wayward
child. Upon arrival, the parent is so filled with relief that there is no time for speeches,
lectures or “I told you so’s.” Because God looks at our heart, each one of us can begin
again with complete and total amnesty, without having to rehearse our entire speech.
To be sure, repentance happens prior to restoration but God does not have a
set number of “I’m sorry” that has to be achieved before forgiveness is granted. This
wayward, lost son was restored to his previously self-abandoned position as a son. God
is in the business of restoring lost wayward children of all ages.
The story of the son is filled with “loss,” but the word prodigal does not mean
loss, it means “extravagant.” It has the connotation of being free and reckless. One
of our popular worship songs, by Cory Asbury, describes God’s extravagant love,
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Mrs. Krause was active in United Methodist Women,
serving in offices at the local church, district and
conference level.
A Celebration of Life will be scheduled at a later
date.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://kurrusfh.
com/obituaries/colleen-elizabeth-krause/
where condolences may be left for the family.
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. R.
James Weiss, 92, died Nov. 26
in Alton.
Rev. Weiss pastored
congregations in the former
Southern Illinois Conference,
serving at Olney Immanuel, DuQuoin, Nashville
Grace, Trenton-New Baden, Johnston City and
Pittsburg. He retired in 1993 from Johnston City. He
also served churches in Florida.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://
hughesfuneralhomes.com/2020/revraymond-james-jim-weiss/ where condolences
may be left for the family, or they may be sent to his
wife, Mary Anne Weiss, 4600 McKendree Dr., Apt.
215, Godfrey, IL 62035-4817.
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev.
Delmar Dan Smith, 86, died
Nov. 25 in Morton.
Rev. Smith served 39 ½ years
of active ministry, starting in
the former Northwest Indiana
Conference before transferring to the former Central
Illinois Conference. He retired in 1998 after a 19-year
pastorate at Canton Wesley.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
davisoswaldfh.com/obituary/DelmarSmithSr, where condolences may be left for
the family or you can send them to his son and
daughter-in-law, Delmar and Cathy Smith, 102
Hillcrest St. , Gridley IL 61744.
Ruth Barnard, 93, widow of
William Barnard, died Nov. 24 in
Sarasota, Fla.
The Barnards were well-known
as William Barnard was a
long-time manager of the United
Methodist Credit Union in Bloomington. He died in
2006.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.

legacy.com/us/obituaries/pantagraph/name/
ruth-marilyn-barnard-obituary?n=ruthmarilyn-barnard&pid=197183423 where
condolences may be left for the family.
Richard Lowe, 97, former lay
member to annual conference
from St. Elmo First, died Nov. 23
in Effingham.
Mr. Lowe was the son of the late
Cecil C. Lowe and the brother
of the late Rev. Dr. Donald L. Lowe. He was a retired
agriculture teacher in St. Elmo schools and a World
War II veteran.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
giesekingfh.com/obituaries/Richard-MLowe?obId=19052082, where online condolences
may be left for the family.
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev.
Daren Durey, 97, died Nov. 12 in
Fredericktown, Mo.
Rev. Durey served 21 years in
the former Southern Illinois
Conference, retiring in 1990
from the North Oblong Parish (Dogwood and Prairie
UMCs).
A memorial service is planned for a later date.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
tributearchive.com/obituaries/18946079/
Pastor-Daren-Clayton-Durey/Fredericktown/
Missouri/Wilson-Funeral-Home-MO
Condolences may be sent to his daughter, Lisa
Brown, 712 S. Main St., Fredericktown, MO 63645.
IGRC retired local pastor, Donna
F. Baker, 77, died Nov. 17 in
Minonk.
Rev. Baker served 15 years as a
part-time local pastor, serving
McDowell UMC in the Vermilion
River District. She served 2 ½ years in retirement at
Minonk-Wenona St. John's. She is also the wife of
IGRC retired pastor David Ross Baker, who survives.
To view a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
tributearchive.com/obituaries/19005368/
Donna-F-Baker/Minonk/Illinois/CalvertFuneral-Homes
Condolences may be sent to the Rev. David Ross
Baker, 232 W 6th St, Minonk, IL 61760-1222.
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Seven Potholes for the United Methodist “Way Forward”

‘IT’S A FALSE NARRATIVE’

BY ROBERT J. PHILLIPS

Yes, yes, the “Way Forward” is the name
of the now-defunct process created by
General Conference 2016, adopted with
a Traditional spin at the Special General
Conference of 2019 (to the obvious chagrin of many U.S. bishops, lobbying groups and secular/
mainline religious media), and promptly disowned by
many of the same and significant segments of the various
US conferences. The collaborative Feinberg Protocol of
January 2020, which arose from the ashes of the 2019
slugfest in St. Louis, offers the current version of a “way
forward” that actually seems to include reality among
relevant factors for adoption.
To be sure, the Protocol is not a done deal. Some African
bishops are making serious noises about the Protocol as
it now stands. Their desire is for inclusion in the process
which, to the surprise of many on all ‘sides’ of the debate, apparently was not as fulsome as some U.S. players
honestly assumed. The initial input by some (not all) in
leadership outside the U.S. seeks to keep the structural
unity of the church, and the United Methodist name, while
maintaining traditional teaching on sexuality and marriage.
It is an approach that seems to affirm both the irresistible
force of cultural changes in the definition of marriage and
the immovable object of the historic Christian understanding of the nature of marriage. Good luck with that.
Assume for the moment that the Protocol passes more or
less intact. Many liberal-progressive folks see challenges
but also blessing in the outcome, as do many conservative-traditional folks. Self-avowed, practicing moderates,
faithful to the biblical caution of Ecclesiastes 7:16 (“Be not
righteous overmuch”) ask St. Paul’s question, “Can’t we all
just get along?” I forget the source for that reference.
What follows are seven potential potholes for the way
forward for all groups. A pothole, by its very nature, is like
COVID 19 and God, i.e., no respecter of persons. A pothole
will bend the frame and blow the tire of a Lexus, a go-cart,
a Cadillac or a Kia. These are issues that do not transcend
theology, since theology by its very nature is the stuff of
transcendence. They are issues that can waylay theology,
strategic visions and ‘the best-laid plans of mice and men...
and lobbyists of all colors, sizes and cut of cloth. What
all these issues have in common is that they fall into the
category of the larger ‘wicked problem’ of the church, the
convergence of multiple issues on multiple levels, involving multiple dimensions and defying any effort to fix. A
wicked problem may be tamed but can never be solved.

Pothole #1 – Demographics of Population

The total fertility rate (TFR) to sustain a society or culture is 2.1, the number of children a woman needs to
produce during her childbearing years. Mainline Protestants, together with most Americans, are reproducing at
significantly lower rates. At current rates the Democratic
Republic of Congo (TFR of 6.0) and home to one-fourth
of all United Methodists, will have four times the number
of US Methodists in 30 years, while the size of the existing
US church drops roughly 75-80%. Conservative Christians
tend to reproduce at a rate that does replenish the stock,
but in the US that rate is not nearly as high as in other
non-Western nations. In the West population decline is
endemic among white, college graduate types.
All factions of the church will need to face the reality of
a cultural shift that increasingly de-couples the notion of
marriage from reproduction, or assumptions that young
adults will return to church when they become parents,
and assorted other traditional notions no longer supported by data. Where fertility declines, so does involvement in church, across the board and across cultures and
theology.
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Pothole #2 – Demographics of Location

The overwhelming number of existing United Methodist
congregations are located in areas once richly populated
but now on the margins of where most people live. In 2019,
for example, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference counted
812 churches, of which 256 had a worship attendance
of 20 or fewer and 490 churches with a worship attendance of 40 or less. Churches planted with the passion of
evangelistic fervor in the 19th century or added through
mergers with the Southern Methodist or EUB denominations today are typically located where growing populations are...not.
A new Global Methodist Church, or a Post-Separation
UMC or a Liberationist Methodist movement will face
hard decisions. How much denominational coin will flow
to spiritual hospice settings where care-and-comfort
ministry are the norm and conversions to Christ other than
the occasional confirmand never happen? Then again,
how does disdaining the ministry done in such settings
or severing connection with these thousands of churches
honor Kingdom purposes? The faithful members of these
churches will demand and deserve answers, even as they
are challenged to become reproducing disciples rather
than ‘status quo saints.’

Pothole #3 – Trust

The 2011 denomination-wide study that birthed Vital Congregations talked with thousands of laity and clergy across
the nation. A major common concern was lack of trust at all
levels, by all players, with the process, the system, appointments, accountability, and numerous other issues. Secular
organizations know very well that where trust deficits loom
large, an institution’s only future is decline.
The left-center-right of the Methodist future each will
have to face the fact that healthy trust for the institution
and its leadership is living on fumes. Steps to restore trust
(collaboration, transparency, decreased hierarchy and topdown assumptions of what is best, accountability, keeping
promises, showing measurable progress) will challenge all
future groups.

Pothole #4 - Clergy Preparation and Support

The 2010-11 denominational study on factors that make for
a vital congregation included data on factors that don’t
make an impact one way or another. One of those nonfactors...brace yourselves...was whether or not the pastor
had a seminary degree. The Hartford Seminary Foundation site for megachurch research indicates at least onethird of megachurch pastors (average attendance 2000+)
lack a seminary degree. The work of local pastors is
keeping numerous annual conferences afloat with faithful
and honorable service, but seldom a theological degree...
although Course of Study rightly is in the mix.
While declining 45%+ in membership and attendance, the
UMC has closed exactly 0 seminaries since 1980, the semiexception being the merger of Garrett and Evangelical
seminaries after the 1968 merger. The leadership produced
from the seminaries is not entirely responsible for 52 years
of sustained decline, but something big is not working.
All new expressions will need to take a serious and painful
look at defining the requirements to prepare those called
to ministry for that ministry. Old assumptions no longer
work. Support for clergy also is on the list. For example, a
system that can permit a candidate to invest 3-4 years of
time and treasure in seminary preparation and then decide the person is not fit for ordination is a broken system.
Candidates have a right to know early in the process if
they ‘pack the gear’ to offer a probable positive outcome
before they begin their 7 years of labor for their beloved
Rachel, i.e. ordination.

Pothole #5 – Boundaries of Belief

Wesley said, “Is your heart as is my heart? Then give me
your hand.” “If we cannot all think alike, can we not all
love alike?” At all opinions that do not strike at the root of
Christianity, we think and let think.” This is the heritage of
a gracious Wesleyan way where people are affirmed in
thinking, in dialogue and in disagreement. Typically, all
those grand references are cited without context, which
invites this summary: “Where there are two Methodists,
there are three opinions, and a potluck.”
That said, the post-Protocol churches will have variations of the same challenge. How do traditional-orthodox
churches draw lines that don’t suppress a healthy spirit of
question and curiosity? How do they avoid “fundamentalist” influences that adversely impact the relationship of
faith with science or matters of political and social and
economic justice, or seeing Jesus as a right-of-center Republican at prayer? How do progressive-liberal churches
combine emphases on inclusion and denunciation of
settler colonialism, transphobia, meta-racism, ‘ethical
non-monogamy’ and other ‘isms’ with a Christianity that
shames personal pronouns for God and transforms Jesus
(when mentioned) as a left-of-center Democrat?

Pothole #6 – Lethargy, Inertia and Sloth

This unholy trinity, or call them the Three Stooges from
Hell, waits to bite all comers, and goers, after General
Conference 2021.
Conservatives have hopeful visions of vast numbers of
traditional believers who move as conferences, or as
individual congregations or as individuals, away from the
declining and biblically compromised elderly establishment into the New Jerusalem. Liberals have hopeful visions of a re-set on theology and structure, funding by the
assets of the slowly deceasing status quo church, to offer
progressive innovations that will bring hundreds of thousands under the age of 35 into the US church. Centrists
have hopeful visions of a church inspired by the insight of
St. Augustine, Non face undas,” (‘don’t make waves’). Well,
maybe it wasn’t Augustine.
All can learn from the Prophet, Bette Davis, in All About
Eve, “Fasten your seatbelts. It’s going to be a bumpy night.”
Conservatives need to be realistic about the number of
conferences, churches, and individuals that agree with
the teaching, the emphasis and the approach of the new
movement, only thanks to the three stooges at work in
church and life, they don’t move. Liberals needs to be
realistic and prepared for a wide-scale model of Western Jurisdiction Methodism, that has embraced the right
causes and offered principled disobedience to unjust rules
and has shifted from numerical decline to free-fall among
congregations with fewer and fewer worshippers under
age 60. Centrists need to be prepared for the fact that
enough profound change will happen among conservative and liberal expressions that will bring seismic shift to
the center and leave status quo assumptions bleeding on
the road. The favorite 1960’s slogan, “Not to decide is to
decide” will be my generation’s revenge on a system that
implements major change not based on strategic vision so
much as prompted in reaction to declining members and
money. The classic line from the great Italian novel, The
Leopard, still speaks: If you want things to stay the same,
things will have to change.

Pothole # 7 – Denial

I came across Action, the 1973 annual conference issue
of the newspaper for what is now the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference. The paper rightly highlighted some good
news, such as the fact that returning seminarians actually
wanted to serve as pastors.

POTHOLES CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

BY JAMES BARNETT
Vermilion River District Superintendent

Whether they are urban legends,
general misunderstandings, or some sort
of propaganda, there are certain false
narratives in our world. Here are a few

examples:
• “Children from certain backgrounds will never
achieve success.”
• “Once a druggy, always a druggy.”
• “People who are (insert ethnic group) are just plain lazy.”
We often recognize these types of statements quickly
for what they are – a false narrative, a story line constantly
perpetuated to create a general understanding of reality
which is in fact not true. Nearly any child with the proper
nurture and support can achieve success. People who suffer
from addiction can and do overcome their addiction’s
control of their lives. No group of people by ethnicity
are lazy. Every ethnic group has its less than motivated
population. False narratives – each and every one.
In The United Methodist Church, we are constantly
bombarded by a false narrative. If you have heard it once,
you have heard it a hundred times – “If our church could
just leave the United Methodist Church, we could grow.
Our denomination’s battle over human sexuality keeps
us from growing.” That, my friends, is a false narrative. It
simply isn’t true.
For starters, a significant number (and I’m being
gracious) of people in your community who are
unchurched don’t even know that a United Methodist
Church even exists in their community. It is much more
the case that they are completely unaware of the dissonant
status of our denomination. If unchurched people in our
communities don’t even know that we exist much less
where we are located, how much more are they clueless as
to our denominational strife? Our current denominational
struggles do not keep local churches from growing.
What keeps United Methodist Churches from
growing? Here are a few of my observations:
• We all too often are closed communities. We know
each other pretty well, bear one another’s cares and
sorrows. However, when it comes to knowing and
engaging with the people in our community who don’t
look like us, think like us, live like us, we don’t really
have a connection with them.
In our United Methodist congregations, we are very
often underrepresented in a proportional sense to
the demographics of our communities. How many
single parents are in our community compared to
our church? How many divorced persons are in our
community compared to our church? How many
people are there struggling economically in our
community compared to our church? How many
people in our community live in substandard housing
compared to people in our church? How many
people in our community struggle with addiction,
are undereducated, are struggling to make ends meet
compared to people in our church?
• United Methodist Congregations tend to be very
homogenous – we tend to act, look, and think alike.
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demonstrated towards one lost sheep:
“Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God
Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the ninety-nine
I couldn't earn it, and I don't deserve it, still, You give Yourself away
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God, yeah.”
You can begin again! There is no better time for you
to request a “mulligan” or a “do-over” than at the start of
a New Year. God never counts requested second chances
on our scorecards. Beginning again is immersed in God’s

Even without being intentionally exclusive of others,
if they were to walk through our doors, they would
likely not feel very welcome.

• We have no community reputation for making
a difference in the lives of people and in the
community. A United Methodist congregation may
be great at member care, support of missions, and
enlightening the minds of its members. However,
few United Methodist congregations are known on
the community grapevine for being the congregation
which is working in the community and engaging
with people to help improve lives of people. Few
United Methodist congregations are doing a great job
of discovering, understanding, and responding to the
hurts and hopes of their community. One of the lyrics
in a Janet Jackson song was “what have you done for
me lately?” When a community feels that a church does
not see them or care about them or seek to help them,
that church is not on the radar of the community.
• We are very hesitant to adapt or to change in order
to effectively engage the people around us. Recall
the words of the song “Old Time Religion” – “It was
good enough for Paul and Silas, and its good enough
for me.” Unless I’ve misread my Bible, Paul and Silas
traveled broadly and adapted their message in order to
best be heard. Shouldn’t that method of adaptation be
“good enough” for us?
• Our worship services are often packed with “secret”
language which we all understand, but the outsider
stepping in doesn’t have a clue as to what we mean.
Our services may as well be in Latin. When folks don’t
understand us, they find us boring and irrelevant.
How much life and enthusiasm is there in your
worship service? How much of it is routine, empty
ritual? I can still recall attending an evening event at
MacMurray College sponsored by the Illinois Area
School of Evangelism. The speaker that night was
Rudy Heintzelman from Frazer Memorial UMC in
Montgomery, Ala. – at that time the fastest-growing
United Methodist church in the denomination. Rudy
was encouraging us to examine our language and
styles of worship to help people to feel comfortable/fit
in/understand our worship. A pastor spoke up saying,
“Why should we have to change for them. Let them
change for us.” That was in the 1980’s. Well, in the
words of Dr. Phil – “How is that working for you?”
• Our facilities are often landlocked with little offstreet parking, fenced in by stairs, packed full of
junk in rooms that we don’t use any more, outdated,
poorly maintained, and provide little assistance
through signs or greeters as to how to navigate
through our buildings. Four congregations withing a
15-mile radius could join resources and work together
for the common good. Often those four congregations
would rather slowly die than work together for a
brighter future.
• Congregational expectations of pastors prevent
pastors from creatively engaging people in their
communities in new ways. There is only so much
“pastor” to go around. Membership maintenance

love and grace lavished upon us by Jesus Christ. John
Wesley encouraged early Methodists to begin each year in
repentance and in a renewal of their baptismal covenant. I
ask you to join me as I pledge and pray, “Wesley’s Covenant
Prayer” to begin again:
“I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.

becomes the focus and not outreach to the unchurched.

• Instead of embracing Wesley’s philosophy of “think
and let think”, we are increasingly moving to a
denominational stance of “this is the way it is, take it
or leave it.” Most unchurched people will gladly leave it.
• Many of our congregations are located in small
towns or rural communities. Often in such
locations there is very little turnover in population.
This means that in a lot of settings people in the
community have grown up with people in the church.
They went to school together, worked together,
engaged in community events (scouting, little
league, etc.) together. Those histories are often not
always good. Consequently, unchurched people in
a community are hesitant to attend a church were
a particular person attends because of bad blood
between them.
• Instead of focusing on “Staying in Love with God/
Doing No Harm/Do All the Good that You Can”
we have moved to focusing on singing the right
songs, using or not using at all the right liturgy, and
pushing to build particular doctrinal foundations.
It’s almost as if morning worship has become an
entertainment hour or a doctrinal lecture hour. Notice
that I said “hour”. They used to advertise a product
called Brylcreem – “A little dab will do ya.” Unlike
Brylcreem, one hour of Christian experience a week
won’t do you much good. We have had a tendency
to put all of our eggs for discipling into the basket
of Sunday morning worship. Gone are the days of
Sunday School, multiple Bible Studies, Prayer and
Share groups, and activities of Christian service to
those in need around us.
Kennon Callahan wrote a book entitled, Twelve Keys
to an Effective Church, published in 1990. During the
1980’s, independent churches were experiencing growth
which was not seen by mainline denominations. The false
narrative at that time was that “conservative churches are
growing and liberal churches are not.” Callahan proceeded
to investigate the dynamics of growing churches. He
discovered that theology had little if anything to do with
the growth of those churches. Instead, he identified twelve
keys to effective church growth and vitality. The book (and
other resources) are still available and insightful.
I would suggest that 2021 might be a good time for
introspection on the part of our congregations. If our
congregations are not growing, that malaise has nothing to
do with our denominational struggle over human sexuality.
Rather, the path toward congregational growth and vitality
rests in congregations closely examining the various
dynamics which truly do impact church growth and vitality.
Easy answers are rarely solutions to complex problems. Declining church growth and vitality is a complex
problem. Simply leaving the United Methodist Church
will not lead to church growth and vitality. That is a false
narrative. Church growth and vitality will only become a
reality when congregations and pastors do the hard work of
introspection, prayer, and change.
(Rev. James Barnett is an IGRC clergy member and superintendent of the Vermilion River District)

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”
God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard
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Geneseo First produces virtual choir concert
BY CLAUDIA LOUCKS

all the singers together and the end result is beautiful.”

GENESEO – First United Methodist Church in Geneseo
is using the limitations of online-only worship to expand
their seventh annual “Celebrate the Season” service from a
single day to three Sundays, beginning tomorrow, Dec. 6,
in addition to Dec. 13 and Dec. 20.

BY JIM BEERS
Chester First UMC

In addition to the Virtual Choir, the Worship Band, Children’s Choir, Grace Notes Women’s Ensemble, Miracle
Bluegrass Band, Handbell Choir, and soloists will all be
sharing songs.

CHESTER – The women of the First United
Methodist Church in Chester have made it an annual
mission project of their United Methodist Women’s group
to support Operation Christmas Child with shoebox gift
packages created by individual women in the Church.
Patti Nanney, Chester UMW Christmas Child
Coordinator, has served as the organizer of the Chester’s
women’s efforts with Operation Christmas Child since
they first began years ago. Each year the Chester UMW
have worked hard to increase their efforts to send more
gifts to children and the annual ritual has become popular
with members.
UMW president Vicky Beers, said, “We currently
have 21 members in our group, and we average
approximately 8-10 ladies that actually attend monthly
meetings regularly. The group meets on the third Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m.”
“For such a small group, we managed to maintain
contributions to several important mission efforts,” she
said. “Operation Christmas Child is a favorite of many
of our members and we make sure to get our shoeboxes
sent on time each year so that children have gifts at
Christmas.”
Since 1993, more than 178 million children in more
than 150 countries have been the recipients of Operation
Christmas Child shoebox gifts. The project delivers not
only the joy of what, for many kids, is their first Christmas
gift ever, but it further gives them a tangible expression of
God’s love.
The Methodist Women in Chester have attempted
to send as many shoeboxes as possible each year, but
this year was challenging since the Covid-19 pandemic

All services are online-only live at 9 a.m. and 10:30 at the
church’s official Facebook page: www.facebook.com/GeneseoFUMC.

Photo by Claudia Loucks, Quad-City Times

Members of the Children’s Choir at Geneseo First UMC, from left, Ava
Jolly, Gia Haars and Eden Rahm, rehearse for the church’s “Celebrate
the Season.”

Galesburg First partners
with region’s Diaper Drive
GALESBURG – Galesburg First UMC partnered
with Choral Dynamics is a regional-wide effort to
collect diapers, wipes, feminine hygiene products
and adult incontinence products – items that have
increased dramatically since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The diaper drive benefited Loving Bottoms Diaper
Bank, an agency that serves the Galesburg Area.
Drop-off locations were also available at several
locations throughout Galesburg. Altona, Abingdon,
Knoxville and Monmouth.
The church provided its parking lot for a drive-thru
drop-off location on Dec. 5 with Santa and Olaf
welcoming visitors. The drop-off was contact-free.
This year's COVID-19 pandemic forced the cancellation of Choral Dynamics' performances for the
first time since the group began in 1976. However,
while their voices on stage have been silenced,
they remain committed to helping a community
with increased needs due to this virus. With the
support and encouragement of the Galesburg
Community Foundation, Choral Dynamics has
begun a new campaign: The Heart Song Projects.
The first Heart Song Project is still ongoing, a Facebook fundraiser to benefit the Orpheum Theatre. It
is on the Choral Dynamics Facebook page showing
“Encore Performances” using videos of favorite songs
from past shows. This project has already raised over
$7,000.

“We decided to use the lockdown as a challenge to get
creative this year,” said Tim Brinkman, director of worship
at the church. “Celebrate the Season is our annual preChristmas service where we share the story of the birth of
Jesus through music, drama, and art.”
Rather than present the celebration on one Sunday, it has
been expanded and will be offered on three Sundays.
According to Brinkman, every aspect of preparation
requires careful planning – not just for learning the music,
but to assure maximum safety for all involved.
”Having our Choir sing together live isn’t possible because of
the risks involved with having so many people singing close
to one another,” he said. “Therefore, we pre-recorded our
Choir as a ‘Virtual Choir’ where each singer adds their part
one at a time to maximize social distancing. We then edited

A special drama is part of this year’s Celebrate the Season
and for the first time; dance is included in the services.
The Rev. Chris Ritter, directing pastor, will share a special
message each Sunday drawn from the narrative of the
Christmas story found in the Gospel of Luke.
“Although not being able to worship in person is quite
a blow to us, our thriving online ministries are helping
us connect with lots of new people," Ritter said. "We are
approaching this Christmas season as an opportunity to
bring the message of Jesus into new homes.”
“We all need hope in this season,” he said. “The story
of Christmas is ‘Immanuel, God is with us.’ My prayer is
that people will experience God’s presence with them in
deeper ways as we move through this season. The music
and arts that have been prepared for ‘Celebrate the Season’ will highlight the hope we share.”
(Reprinted with permission from Dec. 4 issue of the QuadCity Times, www.qctimes.com)

Geneseo Grace provides staging area
for community Christmas parade
BY CLAUDIA LOUCKS
Quad-City Times

GENESEO – Geneseo’s annual Christmas Walk
was held this year, but adaptations were made due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“Christmas at the Movies” was the theme of the Dec.
12 Geneseo Chamber of Commerce event.
The City Wide Lighted parade was patterned after the
Geneseo High School Graduation Parade held in May, said
Zack Sullivan, executive director of the Geneseo Chamber.
A 6-mile loop was established going past many Geneseo
churches and senior care facilities. Staging began at 3:30
p.m. in the parking lot of Grace United Methodist Church.
The parade stepped off at 5 p.m.
“We encouraged people to use church parking lots
along the route to watch the parade from their cars just
like being at a drive-in movie," Sullivan said.
The parade featured 30 floats with an open invitation
to persons to create their own floats. Walkers and live
animals are not allowed with the floats.
“For decades, Geneseo’s faith community has
supported the Christmas Walk with free cocoa, hot
cider, cookies, s’mores, meals, musical performances
and so much more,” Sullivan said. “Unfortunately, we
were not able to host our friends from the Geneseo

Petersburg UMC loaded more

than 3,200 boxes for Operation
Christmas Child, a charity that is
part of Samaritan’s Purse. The 3,200
boxes is an all-time high in the
24 years in which the church has
participated. Pictured left to right
are: Krayton Reincke, Pastor Rick
Pierce, Drew Carter, Will O'Brien, Ian
Carter, Will Carter, John Ramage,
Craig Reincke and Greg Atkinson.
Photo courtesy of Petersburg UMC
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CHESTER UMW SENDS 25 SHOEBOX GIFTS

faith community in downtown Geneseo this year. Also,
area seniors in assisted care facilities have had a very
difficult 2020 due to COVID-19, so we brought a piece of
Christmas Walk to them this year.
“We really needed cooperation to get it right,”
Sullivan said. “It’s about spreading Christmas cheer in
Geneseo and to help brighten spirits during a difficult
year.”
Thousands of luminaries will line the sidewalks
of Geneseo, a nod to the days when the event was the
Victorian Walk.
The living windows will become lighted Christmas
windows.
“In the current COVID environment, hosting live
people in our traditional living windows is difficult,”
Sullivan said. “We are encouraging businesses to host a
spectacular Christmas display as part of ‘Lighted Christmas Windows’ this year. The animatronics, static and/or
lighted displays can be set up the entire week of Christmas Walk for shoppers and revelers to enjoy either in
person or at a glance as they drive by.”
(The story was adapted from a story from the Quad-City
Times, which appeared in its Dec. 1 issue. Reprinted with
permission, www.qctimes.org)

Photo by Vicky Beers

Chester United Methodist Men President Dr. Jim Beers

presents Patti Nanney, United Methodist Women Coordinator of
the Operation Christmas Child Project, with a check to help pay for
shipping of 25 shoebox gifts. The gifts will be shipped to needy
children across the world as part of the 2020 Operation Christmas
Child initiative. The Chester UMW unit has taken part in this annual
Christmas effort for many years. In spite of numerous roadblocks
presented by Covid pandemic restrictions, the UMW managed to
complete a total of 25 gift boxes in 2020 compared to 49 in 2019.

has forced the group to stop meeting in person since last
February.
Project Coordinator, Patti Nanney said, “We usually
get together at our October meetings to put the shoeboxes
together. Each member brings gift items to the meetings
and we create the boxes, wrap them and prepare to deliver
them to Operation Christmas Child.”
“Last year we donated 49 shoebox gifts. This year we
were able to coordinate items in the Fellowship Hall for
ladies to use for the gifts. Due to the Church being closed
for the most part with virtual services and no meetings

taking place, it was more difficult to get the 2020 gift
boxes completed. We were able, however to get a total of
25 shoeboxes completed and delivered”, said Nanney.
Once completed, Patti Nanney and her husband,
Bill, take the boxes to the Operation Christmas Child
Distribution Center located at a Church in Missouri. It
then costs approximately $9.00 per box to be shipped to
the locations where the various children are located.
For several years, the United Methodist Men of the
First United Methodist Church in Chester, have teamed
up with the UMW to pay for the postage to ship the gifts
to the children. UMM Treasurer, Judge Richard Brown,
is always happy to assist the women with their project to
help make Christmas a bit brighter for children across the
globe.
In 2020 the UMW were able to provide 25 gift boxes
to Operation Christmas Child but hope 2021 will be back
to normal and the group of Methodist Women will be
able to return to sending at least 40 or more gift boxes to
needy children.
The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to
provide God’s love in a tangible way to children in
need around the world. Together with local churches
worldwide, the “Good News of Jesus Christ” is spread via
the provision of gifts to children in need.
The first year of operation in 1993, Operation
Christmas Child, and Samaritan’s Purse sent 28,000
shoebox gifts to children in the Balkans. Every year since
then shoebox gifts of toys, hygiene products, school
supplies and other non-perishable items have been sent to
children around the world at Christmastime.

‘WHAT IF CHRISTMAS IS RUINED?’
BY DAVID SCHULTZ
Pastor, Aledo UMC

“Death Takes a Holiday” is from
season 9 of the classic television show
M.A.S.H. The episode takes place during
the Korean War and centers around
a U.S. soldier who is shot in the head
on Christmas Day by a sniper. The wounded soldier is
brought to the M.A.S.H. unit where Hawkeye, B.J. and
Margaret try to save his life. After Margaret finds a picture
of the soldier's wife and family in his personal effects, B.J.
becomes determined to keep him alive long enough so
that "his kids won't have to think of Christmas as the day
their daddy died."
Despite their best efforts, the soldier dies shortly
before midnight. However, the medical team is
undeterred and keeps working on him, refusing to ruin
Christmas for the soldier’s family. Finally, they declare
him dead on Dec. 26.
There are lots of things that can ruin Christmas, and
death is one of the worst. This year, the coronavirus seems
bent on ruining Christmas. Our congregation had already
come to grips with not having a Christmas dinner or a
cantata or even singing carols together during worship.
But now with in-person worship suspended through Dec.
13, the specter of no in-person worship on Christmas Eve
seems like a very real, though unwelcome, possibility. As
pastor, I’ve asked myself, “What if Christmas is ruined?”
Thankfully, there have been times when Christmas
appeared to be ruined, but in the midst of ruination,
creative people made the most of their circumstances.
I once heard the story of a young man whose father
lost his job before Christmas. With little if any money,
it looked like Christmas was ruined. But the innovative
father went to an appliance story and was given several
large stove and refrigerator boxes. The father decorated
the boxes and cut windows and doors in them, turning
them into a village for his gleeful children. Years later,

his children said it was their “best Christmas ever.” They
made the most of Christmas, despite their circumstances.
Christmas certainly appeared to be ruined in 1914:
the nation, indeed, almost the entire world was engulfed
in World War I. Nonetheless, all along the Western Front
German and British soldiers famously began serenading
each other with Christmas carols from their trenches.
In some places, soldiers from opposing sides of the
battlefield cautiously approached one another and began
sharing Christmas gifts with their enemies: cigarettes
and chocolates and playing cards. They made the most of
Christmas, despite their circumstances.
As it turns out, Jesus is no stranger to ruined
Christmases, for the Christmas story isn’t just about
mangers and angels and shepherds. It’s also about Eastern
foreigners following a star to the Holy Land. Stopping in
Jerusalem—the logical place to stop—they unwittingly tip
off a jealous king, telling him that another King had just
been born.
They continue on to Bethlehem, pay homage to Jesus,
and then return home by a different route. Likewise,
Jesus’ family slips away safely to Egypt, leaving an enraged
Herod who orders the murder of all infant boys in
Bethlehem.
There’s no “making the most of their circumstances.”
There was only “Rachel weeping for her children and
refusing to be comforted.” Innocents had died. Christmas
was ruined. However, God preserved that story next to
the story of the adoration of the magi to remind us that
Christ is found even amidst our ruined Christmases. God
never shrinks away from the disasters of our lives. In fact,
that’s what Christ’s Incarnation is all about.
Sometimes we make the most of our ruined Christmases. Other times we can’t even do that. But always,
Christ is beside us, even in the midst of our ruination.
(Reprinted with permission from the Dec. 12 of the Aledo
Parish Visitor, the newsletter of Aledo UMC)

Photo by Jim Beers

Chester UMC is displaying a life-sized nativity scene. The vintage

set of "life-sized" figures have recently been refurbished in the more
than 50-year-old set, and the manger has been mostly rebuilt and
brightly lit to provide a beautiful reminder of the true meaning of
Christmas and the birth of Christ.

Churches plan Martin
Luther King service Jan. 17

COLFAX – The Three Rivers Parish (Pleasant
Grove, Ellsworth and Colfax UMC’s) and East Alton
First UMC will host a virtual Unity Service in observance of Martin Luther King Day on Sunday, Jan. 17
at 4 p.m.
Bishop Frank J. Beard, episcopal leader of the Illinois Area, will be the guest speaker for the event.
Pastor Bobby Davis is the host pastor with Pastor
Ken Burgard of Downs UMC will speak and Pastor
Ed Granadosin of East Alton First UMC.
If there are questions, you may contact Davis at
618-409-2914, the Ellsworth UMC office at 309-7248266 or the Colfax UMC office at 309-723-6551 for
more information.
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Covenant Relationship with a missionary
The Covenant program enables congregations to surround mission personnel
with prayer, provide salary assistance and have a personal connection with a
GBGM missionary. A congregation completes a Covenant Relationship form
and makes an annual contribution to a GBGM missionary in the amount of $5
per member or $2,500 per congregation. Please give first consideration to missionaries listed in the IGRC Five Star information. A listing is provided on these
two pages.

Through a Covenant Relationship congregations and missionaries:

• Communicate regularly
• Uphold each other in prayer
• Meet face-to-face during the missionary’s itineration assignment
A copy of the Covenant Relationship Agreement may be downloaded from:
https://www.igrc.org/missionaries

EDUCATING FOR PEACE IN
PAN-AFRICAN RELATIONS

BY JANE KIES

ATLANTA, Ga. (UMNews) – Having grown up in southern
Africa, I have always felt drawn to this amazing part of the world.
Someone once said: “You are not born in Africa; Africa is born in
you!” Though circumstances and studies took me to England for a
while, I knew I would return. My first missionary experience was as a
teacher in a small school in Uganda.
Now, 36 years later, I am a Global Ministries missionary at
Africa University in Zimbabwe. I teach English to students from
other countries on the continent. Zimbabwe has had (and still has) its
share of economic turbulence, uncertainty and strife in the 26 years my husband
Larry and I have lived here, but the people and the country have given us a home
that we love. I thrive on the lasting friendships, meaningful family life and active
roles in the church. I love the relationships and influence of so many Zimbabwean
and international students. I love watching students smile with pride as they
become more fluent in English and move on to their degree program with greater
confidence.
Africa University as an institution is committed to building peaceful panAfrican relations as it educates young people from approximately 25 African
countries, all with their
unique cultures, languages and
circumstances.
Planting seeds of mission
A typical class I enter (until
COVID-19 made online teaching
and connection in the
the norm) might have students

lives of our youth is vital
to keeping the mission of
the church alive.

MISSIONARY REPORTS FROM
A WORLDWIDE PANDEMIC

Lester and Debbie Dornon – Nepal
Lester Dornon, M.D., is a missionary with the General Board of
Global Ministries, assigned as senior physician at the Tansen
Hospital in western Nepal in Asia. He and his wife Deborah
returned to Nepal and Tansen as missionaries in mid-2012, having served there from 1990 to 2002.
Deborah Dornon is a missionary with the General Board of
Global Ministries, assigned as coordinator of expatriate services at the Tansen Hospital in western Nepal in Asia.
The hospital in Tansen is related to the United Mission to Nepal, established in 1954 as a partnership between the people
of Nepal and a coalition of 20 Christian organizations on four
continents. The United Methodist Church has a long association with this medical mission. Nepal is a small country high in
the Himalayan Mountains, where poverty is widespread and
health facilities in limited supply.
Tansen and other United Mission facilities not only treat the
sick but train Nepali doctors and other medical staff to eventually assume full responsibility for the hospitals.
Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1483-dornon-lester.aspx

Helen Roberts-Evans
Helen Roberts-Evans is a missionary of the General Board of
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, serving as
director of the Department of General Education and Ministry
of the United Methodist Church in Liberia. She was commissioned in October 2009, having initially gone to Liberia as a
mission volunteer in July 2008. Helen was born in Liberia and
her return as a missionary was a lifelong dream.
Helen’s work includes meeting needs in such areas as teacher
training, scholarships, resources, new school construction, and
school building renovation and repair.

from five or seven different non-English speaking countries. To witness the
students interacting and forming friendships with classmates from very different
cultures is heart-warming. I have often reflected on the story of a student whose
classmate was from a neighboring country he considered hostile. He told me
that through class interaction, he was able to overcome the suspicion he felt
and develop a friendship. God works miracles when young people of faith find
themselves together in unfamiliar circumstances.
This year has helped me learn a new skill – teaching online! I feel amazed
every morning as I sit in my dining room and meet with students from Angola,
Mozambique, the DRC and the Ivory Coast. Internet connections are not always
ideal and teaching a class of anywhere from 20 to 40 students has its challenges
(some rely on email or our much-used local chat group “WhatsApp”). Earlier
this year, I met with some students for online Bible study, and we enjoyed some
encouragement and meaningful discussions on the Book of Jonah.
We were not able to visit supporting churches in the U.S. this year, but we’ve
met with groups online, sometimes in worship services; other times in small
group settings. Our message is always to share our joint mission as Christians. I
have seen how young people from the U.S. can be touched by the life-changing
experience of coming to Zimbabwe and interacting with students and churches
here. Planting seeds of mission and connection in the lives of our youth is vital to
keeping the mission of the church alive.
(Jane Kies teaches Intensive English to students from non-English-speaking countries
at Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe, southern Africa. Her husband, Larry
Kies, just recently retired from missionary service.)

“My father taught at the University of Liberia from 1956 to 1958,” Helen says. “During
those two years, he traveled throughout the country filming and taking hundreds
of photographs. I was only one year old when we came to Chicago, but we often
watched my father’s slides and movies as my parents told us stories about the history and politics of Liberia. I wanted to return and experience life there for myself.”
Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1556-roberts-evans-helen.aspx

Priscilla Jaiah
Rev. Priscilla Legay Jaiah is a missionary with the
Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church and the Superintendent of Ganta Mission
Station of the United Methodist School in Liberia, West
Africa.
As the Superintendent, she oversees the agricultural
program, coordinates training, staff development programs and outreach activities, and engages with local
and international partners to increase funding for program support.
In her former assignment as principal of the Ganta United Methodist School she
oversaw the daily operation of the school as she helped to rebuild its facilities after
the 2003 civil unrest in Liberia. She managed teams work teams, building and educational supplies and funds.
Prior to her assignments in Liberia, Rev. Jaiah was on study leave for one year in the
United States. She previously served in Ghana, West Africa, for 8 years where she
worked with the Refugee Ministry at the Buduburam, Liberia, Refugee Camp as well
as with the Ghana Methodist Church.
Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1502-jaiah-priscilla-legay.aspx

Jane and Larry Kies
Jane Kies is a United Methodist missionary with the
General Board of Global Ministries teaching Intensive English to students from non-English-speaking
countries at Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe,
southern Africa.
Africa University is a United Methodist Church-related
institution that is being nurtured and funded by church
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members from all over the world. It is a consequence of the growth of United Methodism on the African continent and has its foundations in the history and legacy of
the church. Africa University opened in March 1992 as the first private, international
university in Zimbabwe.
Reflecting on her assignment at Africa University, Jane says, “Working with young
people who come to Africa University with a passion to learn English is a rewarding
experience. Fluency in English equips them to study for a degree that will enable
them to carry out their particular ministries and use their gifts. I am thankful for the
opportunity my students give me to learn about the diversity of cultures and peoples
on the African continent. I also value the opportunities there are to study and discuss
the Bible together, and help the students apply its teachings to their lives and experiences at Africa University.”

MISSIONARIES CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

2019 North Central Jurisdiction
Total Gifts by Conference 2019
Grand Total
Michigan
West Ohio
Illinois Great Rivers
Wisconsin
Indiana
Iowa
Northern Illinois
East Ohio
Minnesota
Dakotas
Missionary Support Totals
by Conference
Grand Total
Michigan
Illinois Great Rivers
Iowa
Wisconsin
Minnesota
Northern Illinois
West Ohio
East Ohio
Dakotas
Indiana
Advance Project Support Totals
by Conference
Grand Total
Michigan
West Ohio
Illinois Great Rivers
Wisconsin
Northern Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
East Ohio
Minnesota
Dakotas

Sum of Gift Amount
$6,692,095.42
$1,481,213.67
$932,581.30
$779,937.88
$716,903.30
$655,294.69
$626,720.44
$503,414.48
$421,137.45
$392,546.09
$182,346.12
Sum of Gift Amount
$799,112.02
$183,990.89
$140,939.76
$129,002.13
$81,022.63
$64,819.65
$56,498.05
$44,733.98
$39,710.63
$31,390.09
$27,004.21
Sum of Gift Amount
$2,105,656.10
$633,064.26
$306,031.57
$299,046.17
$191,181.22
$171,831.52
$170,849.30
$150,753.18
$106,165.01
$43,706.19
$33,027.68
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
UPCOMING EVENTS
announced that Covenant Keepers 2021 will
be held virtually on a single day – Thursday,
Jan. 28 via the Zoom web conferencing
platform.

MISSIONARIES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
Larry Kies completed his service at Africa University and retired at the end of
September 2020.

Leawood, Kan. Her parents, Harold and Becky Raasch, live in Overland Park,
Kansas, and also attend the same congregation.

Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1474-kies-jane.aspx

Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1538-raasch-sandra.aspx

Richard and Alma Navarro

Jacques Umembudi

The Rev. Richard B. Navarro is a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist
Church serving as minister for congregational development
and pastoral care of the Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW)
ministry in Taipei. He was commissioned in late 2014.

Jacques Akasa Umembudi is a missionary with the Board of
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church assigned
to the Wings of Caring Aviation Ministry in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo. As a pilot-mechanic and program
director of the Wings of Caring Aviation Ministry, Jacques
flies people and supplies to various missions in the region.

The OFW ministry is linked to the Methodist Church and is
conducted in collaboration with the Davao Episcopal Area
in the Philippines. Some 3,000 Filipinos leave their country
every day seeking livelihoods abroad. The OFW ministry in
Taipei was started by volunteers and enhanced by pastors
sent by Davao with space and stipend assistance from the
Methodist Church in Southeast Asia. Global Ministries was
invited to become a partner in the outreach.
The plan of ministry includes not only worship and social
services but follow through as workers return to the Philippines, providing spiritual care and pastoral counseling and
linking them to congregations at home.
Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1615-navarro-richard.aspx

Sandra Raasch
Sandra K. Raasch is a missionary with the General Board of
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving
as Volunteers Coordinator. She formerly worked in mission
finance in Honduras.
Sandra was commissioned as a missionary in 2005. At the
time she said: "God has been grooming me for this call all
my life by giving me a heart for people, an ability to receive
a finance degree, and to participate in mission trips, and by
leading me to a church home, where I found Christ and have been able to deepen
my walk-through Bible study, meeting brothers and sisters in Christ, and finding
my spiritual gifts of administration and hospitality."

"When I fly missionaries, pastors and church leaders, we
carry the Good News to where the Gospel is needed,"
Jacques explains. "When I fly doctors or medical teams, when I fly sick persons to
the hospitals where their lives are saved, when I fly seminary or college professors to teach, I think I am doing God's will. In some places if we don't fly in
supplies like salt, soap or matches, there is no other way such supplies will get to
the population. Many of our mission stations depend on the aviation ministry for
survival. Through aviation, children can get shots for immunization. It's not just a
means of transportation, but it is a whole ministry – the Gospel – that is preached
in different ways."
Born in Yamba-Yamba, D.R. Congo, Jacques has been a mission pilot-mechanic
based in Kananga, D.R. Congo, since 1990. From 1992-97, he served as a Person in
Mission through the Board's Global Mission Partners program. Before becoming
a pilot, Jacques worked as an aviation-mechanic helper in Kananga from 19851987, and as an assistant technical director in Lodja, D.R. Congo, 1983-85. He also
worked as a math teacher for a time in Wembo-Nyama, D.R. Congo, after graduating from high school in the 70s.
Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1523-umembudi-jacques-akasa.
aspx

Reach 1000 Leadership Institute
to launch Jan. 26
SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Congregational Development will be launching its Reach 1000
Leadership Institute, beginning Jan. 26.
There will be seven monthly online workshop and coaching groups. Each workshop
will begin at 9:00 am and will be 1.5-2.5
hours in length. Each coaching group will
establish its monthly meeting schedule.
The scheduled workshops are:
• Jan. 26: Tom Albin, personal spiritual
growth
• Feb. 16: Rachel Gilmore, Behavioral
Characteristics and Models for Starting
New Places
• March 16: Jason Moore, Franchise to
Local Dive
• April 13: Nona Jones, From Social Media
to Social Ministry
• May 25: Luke Edwards, Fresh Expressions Introduction
• June 22: Ann Marie Carley, Navigating
an Existing Congregation to Start Fresh
Expressions
• July 27: Mike Crawford and Amy Shreve,
Executing a Plan

Connie Wieck

These workshop dates are confirmed, although specifics are being planned with
each presenter.

Connie Wieck is a United Methodist Amity Teacher with the
General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving as a teacher under the auspices of the
Amity Foundation. Her assignment, as of August 2014, is
at Luzhou Vocational and Technical College in Luzhou,
Sichuan Province.

The cost is $200 for the first person from
each church. Additional registrants from the
same church will be $50. For two or three
sessions, there will also be a book to read
prior to the workshop. These will be purchased at the participant's expense.

A native of the IGRC, Connie is currently living in Marshall
as she awaits a return to China post-pandemic.

Only the team leader from the church will
be a part of a coaching group. If a church
team decides that they need specific coaching for their whole team to implement a
ministry plan, this could be considered at an
additional cost.

Sandy was born in Cape Girardeau, Mo., and attended the University of Missouri
in Columbia, earning her Bachelor of Science in business administration and
finance in 1987. Before beginning her mission service, she owned and managed a
business, worked for four different companies in Kansas in supervisory positions,
and volunteered for numerous charitable organizations through her church.

During her time in the United States, she is working as Mission Advocate for the
North Central Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church.

Sandy is a member of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in

Read more at: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1472-wieck-c.aspx

If a person want to participate but is unavailable on Tuesday mornings, they can apply
to participate asynchronously (watching the
recorded videos).
We anticipate that this will be approved for
clergy continuing education credit.

POTHOLES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
Under a category labeled as “Not so Good,” the conference statistician expressed concern over the dramatic
drop in membership from 292,000 in 1962 to 281,000 in
1973. In 2019 (pre-COVID), the membership stands at
115,959, a decline of 61%. The Black Plague killed 30-50%
of Europe and people mobilized to survive. The Nazis
killed 38% of all Jews on earth and people rightly consider that a horrendous crime, birthing the modern state
of Israel in response. This one conference suffers a loss
numerically more catastrophic than the Holocaust or the
Black Plague and...yawn?
Of course, the genocide of a people or massive losses to
disease are profoundly different from simple statistical
losses in membership, but if there is eternal significance in
what a person does with Jesus, losses matter, or statistics
are just a paper drill without relevance to reality. No compelling urgency, no vast modification of vision, no reallocation of resources toward fulfilling the essential mission of
‘making disciples of Jesus Christ’ has resulted.
Active clergy in IGRC went from 537 in 2012 to 400 in
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2020, with a loss of one pastor for every 147 members who
also vanished during that same period. No comprehensive
strategic vision has resulted through the years beyond
specific reactive efforts to shave the budget or tweak staff
due to a money crunch or personnel shortfall. This is not
the ‘fault’ of any bishop or DS or any individual. It is a
badly, embarrassingly broken system.

As a front-row center (literally) delegate at the St. Louis
General Conference, I saw the Harvard Business School
classic response of denial in the physical facial and body
reactions of numerous bishops to crucial votes. There
ought to have been no surprise, and there could have
been alternative outcomes had the pervasive sense of
denial not been so absolute over inconvenient truths.

We have become the Sears & Roebuck of the American
religious scene, insulated by long-term denial that marginalizes unpleasant voices, heeds preferred information over
factual information, and insists on driving into the future
by looking through the rearview mirror of the language
(“apportionment, appointment, charge conference”) and
structure of what has been rather than rebooting toward
what needs to be.

What inconvenient truth or “awkward” facts exist for the
progressive, the centrist, the conservative? If you cannot
name them, it is denial. If you can name them, or some of
them, but have not given serious thought to how to react
to them in a sustained way, it is denial. Scarlett O’Hara said
it in Gone with the Wind, “I’ll think about that tomorrow.
Tomorrow is another day.” Denial forecloses ‘another day.’ It
is a pothole that gently can swallow an entire movement.
The caution, and the hope is for all. Navigate the potholes
and keep your eyes on the Prize.

George Orwell defined denial as “protective stupidity,” and
all groups must be alert at this very human way to rationalize unwelcomed facts and challenges that defy neat or
quick resolution.

(Rev. Robert Phillips is a retired clergy member of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and president of the IGRC
Wesleyan Covenant Association)

More information will be available soon. If
you have questions, contact Mike Crawford,
Coordinator of Congregational Development
via email at mcrawford@igrc.org.
NOTE: This is different than the Congregational Development Leadership Institute
(CDLI) which has been held in the past and
has totally different content. Anyone, including alums of CDLI, are encouraged to apply.
Read more by visiting: https://www.igrcreach1000.org/2021 and register online at:

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/R1KLI

Speakers for the event will be Rev. Susan
Beaumont, author of How to Lead When
You Don't Know Where You Are. Beaumont
is a consultant, coach, author and spiritual
director who worked with hundreds of
congregations and denominational bodies
across the United States and Canada. She is
known for her ground-breaking work in the
leadership dynamics of large congregations.
Before establishing her own practice,
Susan worked for nine years as a Senior
Consultant with the Alban Institute. Susan
has also served on the faculty of two
business schools, teaching graduate level
courses in leadership, management and
organizational behavior. She has corporate
experience in human resource management
and organizational development. She
currently teaches at Wesley Theological
Seminary.
The other platform speaker, Romal Tune, is
a thought leader, speaker and author. The
focus of his life’s work is using the power
of storytelling to bring about meaningful
change. I teach individuals, non-profits and
companies how to tap into the uniqueness
of their stories and experience exponential
growth.
Joining Covenant Keepers and preaching
will be Bishop Sharma Lewis, episcopal
leader for the Richmond, Va. Area of The
United Methodist Church. Lewis made
history when she was elected as the first
African-American woman bishop in the
Southeastern Jurisdiction in 2016.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.

com/CK2021

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Beard has

Click the button
below for more
@gmail.com
information or
contact the
committee chair,
Rev. Randy Shepard, at
randy.shepard622@gmail.com.

Learn more by visiting: https://www.igrc.
org/disabilityawarenessgrants

Applicants sought for IGRC scholarship
SPRINGFIELD – The Board of Higher
Education and Campus Ministry is seeking
applicants for its 2021 Undergraduate
Scholarship.
Applicants must be members of a United
Methodist Church in the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference for a minimum of one year.
Scholarships awarded will be sent to the
community college, college or university
that the student will be attending during the
2021-2022 school year to help pay for their
undergraduate tuition. The scholarships
awarded will be a minimum of $500.
Applications must be submitted by
midnight on March 1, 2021. If you have any
questions, contact Christy Blickensderfer at
cblickensderfer@igrc.org or Amy Shreve at
ashreve@igrc.org.
Apply online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
igrcscholarship71

Congregational development launches
on-demand prayer workshop
SPRINGFIELD – Congregational
Development has launched a new, "ondemand" workshop.
This workshop will encourage your church
to commit to new prayer practices to ask
God to do new things in and through your
church.
The workshop is a series of short videos and
can be viewed at any time. It encourages
you to develop action steps in partnership
with others from the church.

Stewardship Campaign 2020: Entering
Holy Ground with Generosity
SPRINGFIELD – Like Moses, God has called
us to step onto holy ground. In the midst of
uncertainty, our church is still being church.
In the midst of uncertainty, we're called to
be generous. God created us to be generous
in all circumstances. In giving, we find the
blessings of God.
In this year's stewardship campaign, it's
important to remind your congregation of a
few things: trust God through uncertainty,
the work of your church is exciting and
meaningful, and your church cares about you.
Here you'll find resources and a recorded
sermon from Bishop Beard to help with a
stewardship or giving campaign in your
congregation.
Read more by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/

stewardship-sunday-2020

Disability grant applications
are available

Covenant Keepers 2021
will be virtual Jan. 28

Seeking set

Pastor of a sm of used hand bells
al
River Falls, W l church in Black
is., is interest
buying a set
ed
of used hand in
bells.
Contact Ken
Jordan at (7 15
or email; wel
) 299-8144
ovemissi

SPRINGFIELD – The deadline for
Architectural Grant applications is Jan. 31.
If your church has a project that will make
your building more physically accessible
to the disability community, the IGRC
Committee on Accessibility Ministries may
be able to help you with a small grant.

There are a few stories about churches
engaging in particular type of Revolutionary
Prayer.
Start today to Ignite a Prayer Revolution in
your church.
Join the Prayer Revolution by visiting:

https://www.igrcreach1000.org/
revolutionary-prayer

Ministry certification online classes
begin in January
WINFIELD, Kan. – January is the ideal time
to equip those in leadership positions in
our faith communities (paid and/or unpaid),
and the Institute for Discipleship is here to
help in an affordable and convenient way
– especially during the time of COVID. We
offer several certifications based on GBHEM
education requirements, as well as other
leadership courses.
There are eight practical ministry
certifications that are starting on January
18th, which are designed to give you
affordable and accessible foundations
for ministry. Certifications are available in
Spiritual Formation, Christian Care and

onaries

With

Counseling, Children’s
Ministry, Rural Ministry,
Christian Education,
Evangelism, Women’s
Ministries, Youth Ministry
and Ministry With Those
Disabilities.

Each certification consists of four online
courses, each just $125. Students receive
over 20 weeks of high-quality, small-group
instruction for a total of $500. The youth
ministry certification adds a 12-week
practicum led by the experts at Youth
Ministry Institute for an additional $325.
The certifications are split evenly between
Biblical and theological instruction and
practical, on-the-ground skills.
All programs are also pay-as-you-go.
A United Methodist emphasis can be added
to any certification with one additional
course in United Methodist Studies.
Read more by visiting: https://www.
beadisciple.com/ifd-certifications/

Important numbers
for 2021 budget building
SPRINGFIELD – Important information
that will assist local churches in their 2021
budget planning is now posted on the IGRC
website.
The numbers are located in the IGRC
Finance and Benefits section of the
website. The information on minimum
salaries, average compensation, pensions,
health benefit allowance and IRS mileage
reimbursement rate.
Find Important Numbers for 2021 at: https://

www.igrc.org/numbersfor2020

Download 2021 Apportionment information
at: https://www.igrc.org/files/tables/

content/14169785/fields/files/f73af2ab0f424
cbca58a6bd538ee5d14/2021+igrc+apportion
ments+(1).pdf

Applications for Global
Missions Fellows, US-2's
ATLANTA, Ga. – The Global Mission
Fellows program of The United Methodist
Church places young adults, ages 20–30,
in social justice ministries for two years of
service. The program offers the opportunity
for service in the United States (US-2 track)
and around the world (international track).
The application for the 2021-23 cohort of
Global Mission Fellows on the US-2 track
and the international tracks are available
online.
The program allows participants to connect
the church in mission while addressing the
root causes of oppression and alleviating
human suffering in their host communities.
Fellows work alongside community
organizations in a variety of areas including
public health, migration/immigration,
education and poverty.
The Global Mission Fellows program is
open to those from different denominational
backgrounds, but participants must be
willing to represent The United Methodist
Church and uphold its social principles
during their time of service. The Wesleyan
value of personal and social holiness is at
the core of the program.
The United Methodist Church has been

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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AUCTION HELD TO LIQUIDATE
MAC MURRAY COLLEGE’S ASSETS

BY MARCO CARTOLANO
Jacksonville Courier Journal

JACKSONVILLE – A tract of land containing Annie
Merner Chapel drew the highest bid Nov. 12 during an
auction to sell MacMurray College’s buildings.
The auction brought in a total of $1.35 million.
MacMurray’s board of trustees has been working
since March, when it announced the school’s closure, to
find new owners for the several campus buildings owned
by the college. Tulsa, Okla.-based auction company
Williams & Williams Real Estate Auctions divided the
campus into 18 tracts of land and auctioned off the
property.
The small liberal arts college’s 174-year history ended
this spring when it closed after years of financial difficulty.
The 5.94-acre tract on which Annie Merner
Chapel, the Putnam/Springer Building and the 500seat McClelland Dining Hall sit drew the highest bid at
$600,000. The second highest bid was for a 2.24 acre tract
containing two dormitories, including Jane Hall.
Fontana Fitzwilson, executive vice president of sales
at Williams & Williams, said the auction drew a lot of
local interest, with several people at MacMurray’s tennis
court for on-site bidding.
Every tract of land received at least one bid,
Fitzwilson said.

Retreat participants find the
Beloved Community connection
BY DR. PAMELA HAMMOND MCDAVID
Chair, IGRC Commission on Religion and Race

SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Commission on
Religion and Race and the Committee on
Ethnic and Local Church Concerns jointly
hosted the first of three sessions designed
and initially offered primarily for ethnic clergy.
The first session, “Keeping Your Joy,” was
held on Dec.. 2 and led by the Rev. Dr.
Linda Settles, senior pastor of the United
Methodist Church of Green Trails in Chesterfield, Mo. Although designed primarily
for ethnic clergy, many allies and friends
chose to join the session, offering an added
level of richness to the discussion.
Participants shared their greatest challenge
and their greatest joy during the pandemic.
Dr. Settles encouraged participants to
preach on God’s unconditional love as
we traverse and dialog through difficult

issues and times. Settles spoke to the “joy
of acceptance” that pastors seek and the
importance of clergy centering on “the why
of what you do.” In a cross-cultural context,
often one will find their difference from
others is actually one’s gift to them. Participants expressed appreciation and valued
the experience.
The Commission on Religion and Race plans
to offer the next session Jan. 22 and the final
session in the series around Valentine’s Day.
The sessions are designed to offer insights,
encourage fellowship and offer a sense of
belonging and unity during the pandemic
that has disconnected individuals and forced
a sense of isolation, figuratively and literally. These sessions will nourish and fortify
ethnic clergy to remain spiritually grounded,
sustain well being and lead through crises.

“We had a great turnout and a lot of activity,”
Fitzwilson said.
Fitzwilson said tracts 10 through 18 were sold
absolute — meaning the property was sold to the highest
bidder, regardless of price. Tracts 1 through 9, including
the tracts with Annie Merner Chapel and Jane Hall —
were auctioned under reserve, giving MacMurray’s board
of trustees until Nov. 24 to accept or reject the offers.
Some of the buildings that were sold absolute include
Norris Education Building, the Franklin Building and the
Gordon Facilities Management Building.
John Nicolay, chairman of the board of trustees, said
the board was pleased with the interest in the properties.
“The board’s priority for the auction and during
the closure process has been to preserve as much of
the history of MacMurray College as possible for the
Jacksonville community,” Nicolay said. “As to today’s
auction of the MacMurray College campus, the board will
evaluate high bids received on key campus tracts under
reserve and assess its options and next steps.”
Several items from the college were sold at auction prior to the real estate auction. Some will be part of a collection at the Jacksonville Heritage Cultural Center — including dozens of pieces of Abraham Lincoln memorabilia.
(Reprinted with permission from Nov. 13 issue of the
Jacksonville Courier Journal, www.myjournalcourier.com)

Virtual Candidacy Retreat on Jan. 2
SPRINGFIELD – A Candidacy Retreat for persons wishing to become certified
candidates for ministry will be held virtually on Saturday, Jan. 2 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The retreat enables participants to worship together, have a chance to ask
questions and learn about call, learn about the process of ordained ministry
and meet with mentor groups.
Cost is $225 (includes psychological assessment)
Prerequisites (for more info see: https://www.igrctheboard.com/candidates-page)
• Approval of your District Superintendent
• Read and discuss The Christian as Minister with your pastor, campus
minister or other clergy
• Write a letter to DS describing your call to ministry and requesting an appointment to discuss your call and complete required paperwork
Required for all candidates for ministry: licensed local pastor, deacon or elder
For more information, contact Kathy Crozier at kathycrozier@outlook.com, who
serves the IGRC Board of Ministry as its vocational discernment coordinator.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/candidacyretreat by Dec. 31.

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
sending young adults to serve in short-term mission for
almost 70 years. In the wake of World War II, programs were
established to address global issues. An “Us too” appeal for
young adults to invest in the healing of the United States
emerged as well. The Women’s Division of the Methodist
Board of Missions launched the US-2 program in 1951. As
the program grew, it came under the oversight of Global
Ministries and invited young men as well as women to
serve. Today, over one hundred Global Mission Fellows are
serving in the United States and countries around the world.
The spring application deadline is Feb. 24, 2021. Placement
matches will be assigned throughout the selection process,
so early application is encouraged.
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Those selected for the next Global Mission Fellow US-2
cohort will begin training and service in August and
September of 2021.
For more information regarding the program or application
process, email missionaryinfo@umcmission.org.
Download the application at: https://umcmission.org/global-

mission-fellows/

Mediation skills training for 2021
LOMBARD – Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church
Leaders for 2021 have been announced by the Lombard
Mennonite Peace Center.

This five-day event helps participants deal more effectively
with interpersonal, congregational, and other forms of group
conflict. The tentative dates for next year are March 1-5, May
3-7, June 21-25, August 2-6, October 4-8, and November 1519, 2021.
No decision has yet been made with regard to returning
to an in-person format, so attendees will need access to a
device with both a camera and a microphone.
Questions? Contact the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center
at Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org or 630-627-0507. To register
online for any of the events scheduled for this year, visit:
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/producer/720852.

UNITED METHODIST
VILLAGE SOUTH CAMPUS
SOLD AT AUCTION
LAWRENCEVILLE – The property of United Methodist
Village’s south campus went on the auction block Dec.
3. Among the buildings sold is the quarter of a million
square foot nursing home.

of which still have folks living in them.

Zane Parrott of Parrott Real Estate and Auction said,
"It's just like walking into any nursing home around
here. It's good floors, good doors, you know good
power, and everything along those lines. It's a lot nicer
of a building than what a lot of people give it credit for."

Folks were also given the chance to bid on their own
property. The entire campus was subdivided by the
City of Lawrenceville making it easier for individual
sale.

The building may be what most people think of when
they think of the former United Methodist Village south
campus. But there are 74 units that were sold. Those
units are made up of houses and apartments -- many

Parrott said, "If a local real estate investor or an absentee third party from a different state purchases it, we
anticipate those tenants will get to stay in their home."

The sale was originally part of a bankruptcy case, but
by auction time, the tracts of land had been removed
from the bankruptcy proceedings.

that's been a big sigh of relief for not only the UMV but
for the tenants as well. I think that kind of eases their
concern of kind of quote-unquote the fire sale."
The south campus was closed in December 2018 due
to fiscal issues associated with state reimbursement for
patient care. The lack of timely state funding created a
cash flow situation for UMV in which it was reported
that the facility owed a $56,000 water bill to the city
and employees’ paychecks were bouncing. At that time,
the 16 residents in the older, south campus, formerly
known as the Old Folks Home, were moved to the
north campus or relocated elsewhere.

Parrott says, "We got that done in October and I think

Midwest Mission staying busy
with shipments during Covid-19
CHATHAM – Midwest Mission Distribution Center is
maintaining a steady line of shipments, addressing a
variety of issues in the world.

Midwest Mission, in collaboration with UMCOR, disbursed $3,804 worth of COVID Relief supplies to the
West Side Community House in Cleveland, Ohio Dec. 11.
West Side Community House received:
• 36 UMCOR Cleaning Kits
• 48 UMCOR Hygiene Kits
• 48 UMCOR School Kits
West Side Community House meets the needs of their
community residents by providing an array of model programs and services for children, families and older adults
who are most vulnerable and at-risk. Their programs
strengthen the family by providing opportunities that
allow them to learn and grow, that support independent
living, encourage economic self-sufficiency, and renew
the life spirit.
These UMCOR Kits will help those West Side Community
House serves that are currently battling and coping with
the effects of COVID-19. As soon as these kits arrived on
December 8th the staff at West Side began to work to get
the supplies immediately into the hands of those in need.
Midwest Mission is asking for more prayers as we send
off two more shipments with Food for the Poor. Each of
these containers consisted of 270,000 Face Masks, valued at $1.35 million In all, that is a total of $2.7 million that
left Midwest Mission to help stop the spread of COVID-19
in Honduras and Guatemala.
So far, we have sent four shipments with Food For The
Poor to provide humanitarian and disaster relief to children and families in Guatemala, Honduras and America.
The supplies will be used to help those affected by the
hurricanes and those recovering from COVID-19.
These shipments contained more than $1,515,495 worth
of relief supplies consisting of the following items:
• Rice Meals / Nonperishable Foods
• Flashlights / Insect Repellent / Tools
• First Aid Kits / Band-Aids / Gauze & Ace Bandages /
PPE Supplies
• Midwest Mission Personal Dignity Kits
• Blankets
• 294,000 Cloth Face Masks

So far we have sent three shipments with Food For The
Poor to provide humanitarian and disaster relief to children and families in Guatemala, Honduras and America.
The supplies will be used to help those affected by the
hurricanes and those recovering from COVID-19.
Keep those prayers coming and thanks to those that
have donated towards this cause.

Bike swap with the Bike Place
Midwest Mission and The Bike Place teamed up to move
unfinished and finished bikes to keep operations up and
going at both locations.
Midwest Mission disbursed 31 unverified bikes along with
250 pounds of bike parts to The Bike Place. This allowed
us to move out just a few of the unrepaired bikes that
have been donated by donors cleaning out their homes
during this pandemic.
The Bike Place disbursed 69 refurbished bikes to Midwest Mission which will be going out on the next few
International Shipments.
The Bike Place in Princeton is able to: fix bicycles; give
away, loan and sell used bikes; share skills, ideas and
help with bike stuff; and provide community outreach
and public education.
The Bike Place is a program of the non-profit and taxexempt Midwest Partners Foundation. Midwest Partners
tackles local issues and programs to improve the quality
of life where they live and work.
They develop projects that can serve as models for other
communities.

Troy UMC hosts rice packing event
Troy UMC put together a socially-distanced Rice Meal
Event in November, assembling 7,000 rice meals and
donating enough funds to finish assembling 10,000 meals
to feed 60,000.
These Rice Meals were sent out immediately to those
who have been affected by the recent hurricanes in Latin
America and the Caribbean. Please continue to pray with
us as we ask God to protect those in need.

Delivery of an ambulance to Belize
The U.S. Embassy in Belize was proud to participate
in the ambulance handover ceremony at Corozal

Community Hospital.
On Nov. 9, the U.S. government delivered an ambulance
donated by our ministry, to the Corazol Community
Hospital. The ambulance, valued at over $100,000, was
transported on a C5 military aircraft through the Department of Defense’s Denton Program, which allows private
U.S. citizens and organizations to use space on U.S.
military cargo planes to transport humanitarian goods to
countries in need.
The U.S. Embassy was represented by Chargé d’Affaires,
a.i. Keith Gilges, who ceremonially handed over the
ambulance to Dr. Jorge Sajia, Deputy Regional Health
Manager (North). The donated ambulance will assist in
providing critical pre-hospital arrival care and urgent
medical transport within Corozal and the surrounding
communities.
The delivery culminated a nine-month conversation
when Executive Director Chantel Corrie attended U.S.
Southern Command conference which brought together
military members from all over the country. All those in
attendance had the opportunity to do a short introduction and before Chantel had shared who she was the
women sitting next to her asked, “Can you get your
hands on an ambulance?”
Taken aback, Chantel said, “Hi my name is Chantel with
Midwest Mission and yes, we have shipped an ambulance before!”
Chantel then met the lead doctor of the Corozal Community Hospital in Belize. He informed Chantel they were
in desperate need of transportation for their patients and
Chantel knew Midwest Mission was meant to be in this
exact place to assist them with the task of obtaining an
ambulance.
Brad Walton, Midwest Mission’s Operations Manager,
found a diesel ambulance on GovDeals.org and Dr Seja
was able to view and approve this ambulance that same
day at the conference.
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Error discovered in the equalization member list for 2021
SPRINGFIELD – An error has been discovered in
churches that were notified they were entitled to an
additional lay member to the 2021 Annual Conference. In
all, 10 churches are affected by the revised list.
The churches that were omitted and entitled to an additional lay delegate were: Carbondale First UMC, Centralia First UMC, Sumner UMC, Peoria Forrest Hill UMC and
Fairview UMC (Sheffield, Spoon River District). Those
that were removed to the list were: Cornerstone UMC,
Albion UMC, Louisville UMC, Galesburg Faith UMC and
Morrisonville UMC.
Annual Conference Secretary, the Rev. Ethan Carnes
issued the following letter Dec. 4 which was sent to the
affected churches:
Members of the Annual Conference,
Advent blessings and good health to each of
you. As we approach the birth of the savior, we
remember that Christ was fully human and full
divine. While Christ was without fault, we still
make mistakes, including myself. Upon review of
the equalization list by the CCFA office and myself,
errors found regarding syncing the list of churches
for the new year. This was a very easy and simple
mistake that anyone could have made. Nonetheless, it does impact the equalization list for the 2021
annual conference.
Therefore, please disregard the prior equalization
list published from October 7, 2020. The equalization number remains the same. 186 churches will
receive an additional lay member to the 2021 annual
conference. The updated list can be found below.
A notification will be sent to the impacted churches.
Regardless, please examine this list.

Reminder
As 2020 ends, please remember to have your
final apportionment payment sent to the Conference Office sooner than later. Remittances must
be received by the Conference Office by Jan. 8

(not postmarked). Failure to do so will impact a
church's equalization member to participate in the
2022 annual conference. Upon completion of the
equalization formula, the list of churches generated
is determined by those who have met the deadline
criteria as set forth by the Standing Rules and CCFA
policies.
The equalization formula is set by the Standing
Rules of the Annual Conference III.C. The purpose
of equalization is to ensure an equal number of laity
and clergy at the annual conference.
Clergy members of the annual conference consist
of all active and retired deacons and elders in full
connection, provisional members, and associate
members. Local pastors under appointment are included, as well. (2016 Book of Discipline, ¶32). Each
charge in the conference elects one layperson for
each pastor appointed to the charge.
Churches which paid 100 percent of their apportionments in the previous year (in this case, 2019) are
to be granted one "equalization member.” Eligibility
will be granted to the 186 largest churches according to membership who have paid 100 percent of
their 2019 apportionments. Equalization members
are elected to serve to the end of the quadrennium
as long as the congregation continues to pay 100
percent of its apportionments.
Please notify your district office if you have not filed
your equalized member with your 2020 Charge
Conference paperwork. If you have any questions,
do not hesitate to contact me.
Rev. Ethan L. Carnes
Conference Secretary
acsecretary@igrc.org
The following churches shall receive one equalization lay
member to annual conference:
Springfield First UMC
Bloomington Wesley UMC
Troy UMC

Crossroads UMC
Peoria First UMC
Normal First UMC

THANK YOU for Embracing

Charleston Wesley UMC
Champaign Faith UMC
Pontiac First UMC
Springfield Laurel UMC
Canton Wesley UMC
Morton UMC
Macomb Wesley UMC
Effingham Centenary UMC
Belleville Union UMC
Taylorville UMC
East Moline Christ
Multisite UMC
Pekin First UMC
Geneseo Grace UMC
O'Fallon First UMC
Monticello UMC
Carbondale First UMC
Marion Aldersgate UMC
Pana UMC
Edwardsville Saint John's
UMC
Pekin Grace UMC
Mahomet UMC
Danville Saint James UMC
Kewanee First UMC
Mattoon First UMC
Lincoln First UMC
Moline Riverside UMC
Champaign First UMC
Dunlap Prospect UMC
Dwight UMC
Coal City UMC
Gibson City UMC
Mount Vernon First UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Quincy Vermont Street
UMC
Galesburg First UMC
Shelbyville First UMC
Sugar Creek UMC

Jerseyville UMC
Decatur First UMC
Peoria University UMC
Vandalia First UMC
Chillicothe First UMC
Orion UMC
Metropolis First UMC
Paxton First UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Fairbury First UMC
Lexington First UMC
Urbana Wesley UMC
Sparta First UMC
Manteno UMC
Monmouth First UMC
Tremont UMC
Chatham UMC
Carlinville UMC
Beardstown First UMC
Petersburg UMC
Paris First UMC
Camp Point UMC
Decatur Grace UMC
Saint Joseph UMC
Gillespie First UMC
Sherman UMC
West Frankfort Trinity UMC
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC
Clinton UMC
Havana First UMC
Tuscola UMC
Jacksonville Wesley
Chapel UMC
Harrisburg First UMC
Highland Hope UMC
Arthur UMC
LeRoy UMC
Centralia First UMC
Savoy UMC
Trenton First UMC

Casey UMC
Olney First UMC
Nashville Grace UMC
Momence First UMC
Delavan UMC
Marshall First UMC
Cambridge UMC
Rantoul First UMC
Colona UMC
RiversEdge UMC
Galva First UMC
Streator First UMC
Jacksonville Centenary
UMC
Bradley Wesley UMC
El Paso UMC
Arcola UMC
Cerro Gordo UMC
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC
Champaign New Horizon
UMC
Tolono UMC
Abingdon UMC
Manito UMC
Nokomis UMC
Pinckneyville UMC
East Peoria First UMC
United Church of Heyworth

Greenville First UMC
Winchester UMC
Living Faith UMC
Neoga Grace UMC
Elmwood UMC
Newton Grace UMC
Peoria Bradley Epworth
UMC
Mount Sterling First UMC
Virginia UMC
Fairview Center UMC
Mansfield UMC
Lewistown UMC
Sumner UMC
Watson UMC
Columbia Bethany UMC
Elwin UMC
Reynolds UMC
Roseville UMC
Barry UMC
Peoria Bethel UMC
Warsaw UMC
Carlyle First UMC
Mount Carmel
Evangelical UMC
Washington Evangelical
UMC
Robinson First UMC

Tonica UMC
Flora First UMC
Homer UMC
Macon UMC
Hoopeston UMC
Urbana First UMC
Countryside UMC
Shields' Chapel UMC
Preemption UMC
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC
Herrin UMC
Villa Grove UMC
Waverly UMC
Carmi Emmanuel UMC
Carrier Mills First UMC
Bement UMC
Eureka UMC
Fisher UMC
Brighton Saint Paul UMC
Beulah UMC
Rock Island Two Rivers
UMC
Mossville UMC
Stronghurst UMC
Caseyville UMC
Marshall Armstrong UMC
Port Byron First UMC
Hennepin UMC

Glen Carbon New Bethel
UMC
Colchester UMC
Peoria Northwest UMC
Forsyth UMC
Murrayville UMC
Roanoke UMC
Oakford UMC
Sunfield UMC
Springfield Grace UMC
Arenzville UMC
Williamsville UMC
Sidell UMC
Quincy Union UMC
Alpha UMC
Henry UMC
Princeville UMC
Knoxville UMC
Clay City UMC
Hudson UMC
Fithian UMC
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC
Riverton First UMC
Hillsboro UMC
Fairview UMC
Downs UMC
Goreville UMC

OVERCOMING CHANGE
Navigating a New Normal

ERROR CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

with your Gifts

Year End Matching Gift Opportunity for OCOK

We are excited that Our Conference, Our Kids has received a year end matching gift challenge of $10,000!
Each online gift of $25 or more will be doubled!
Thank you for your support of OCOK in 2020 and for considering this matching gift challenge: www.embraceocok.org/donate!

Video Resources

There is new content on the OCOK website!
Available for use during worship or in small
groups is a sixteen-minute video. It incorporates
updates on each of the five children and families
services agencies and how the spiritual life leaders
are extending God’s love to the children and
families they serve, as well as to the agency staff,
“pandemic or not.” Each of these agency segments
have also been edited into individual videos.
Check these out at: https://www.
embraceocok.org/videos

Our Conference, Our Kids
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Individuals Known to have made Donations
in November [Through their local churches, by mail,

August 2020

online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org)]

Enrico Esguerra
Dennis & Janet Griffin
Jerry & Ann Hearring
Lorene King— In Memory of Joyce Francis
Angie Lee

Joseph & Marcia Moulden
William & Jane Parker
Richard & Carol Swearingen
J Keith Zimmerman & Janice L Griffith

District Gifts
Received:
Iroquois River
Kaskaskia River

Churches Making Donations to Our Conference, Our Kids in November
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Anna
Belleville Union
Blue Mound
Bonfield Evangelical
Bonfield First
Centralia First
Chester First
Creal Springs
Decatur Grace
Dorchester

East Moline
Christ Multisite
Flora First
Forsyth
Goreville
Grand Prairie
Hamilton
Hammond
Henry
Kedron
Living Faith

Advance Special #6960

Macomb Wesley
Mahomet
Manito
Manteno
Minonk
Pana
Paris First
Parkville
Pekin First
Peoria Northwest
Peoria University

Pontiac First
Rantoul First
Saint Francisville
Salem Grace
Streator First
Troy
Virginia
Warrensburg
Washington Evangelical
Waynesville

www.embraceocok.org

Support for everyday
Issues. Every day.
Day-to-day life at work and at
home continues to shift in many
ways. Adapting over and over to
change can be a challenge.
Understanding your reactions
during transitions can help you
cope and be more accepting to
a ‘new normal.’
Your program provides
confidential counseling,
resources and referrals to give
you tools to adapt to change
and the stressors surrounding it.

WEBINAR

Phone

Change is Constant: Tips to Help
You Thrive

1-888-881-LINC (5462)

Available August 1, 2020
Located in the Monthly Feature Tile

Learn how to cope with the reality
that life may look drastically
different tomorrow than it does
today.

Confidential Assistance
24 Hours a Day, 365 Days a Year

Web
www.supportlinc.com

mobile

UMRC

UNITED MEDIA
RESOURCE CENTER

Lenten studies for adults
available to borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address.
NOTE: Jill Stone is in the UMRC on a very limited basis.
Available items requested before 9 am Monday
morning will be shipped that week.
Items can be ordered from the online catalog:
www.igrc.org/umrc
Or you can order items by email: umrc@igrc.org
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!
DVD studies:
#103149 Case for Easter (4 sessions)
#105092 Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's
Guide to Holy Week (6 sessions)
#107119 Grace of Les Miserables (6 sessions)
#107099 Great Reversal: The Life and Death and Life
of Jesus (9 sessions)
#108061 He Chose the Nails (5 sessions)
#113085 Made for a Miracle: From Your Ordinary to
God's Extraordinary (6 sessions)
#116110 Passion Play: Living the Story of Christ's
Last Days (6 sessions)
#118060 Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus (6
sessions)
#118070 Restored: Finding Redemption In Our Mess
(6 sessions)
#119162 Seven-Mile Miracle: Experience the Last
Words of Christ as Never Before (7 sessions)
#123116 Walk: Five Essential Practices of the
Christian Life (6 sessions)
#123103 What Makes a Hero? The Death-Defying
Ministry of Jesus (6 sessions)
#123115 Why Easter Matters (4 sessions)
#123104 With Jesus in the Upper Room (7 sessions)
Book studies:
#819183 Divine Friendship: Reflections for Lent (up
to 12 copies available)
#814109 Give Up Something Bad for Lent: A Lenten
Study for Adults (up to 41 copies available)
#819187 Hard to Dance with the Devil on Your Back:
A Lenten Study for Adults (up to 26 copies
available)
#816006 Mosaic: When God Uses All the
Pieces (up to 35 copies available)
#807044 Thank God It's Friday:
Encountering the Seven
Last Words from the Cross
(up to 16 copies available)
#819134 We Are Beloved: A Lenten
Journey with Protestant
Prayer Beads (up to 12
copies available)

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone
at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744

Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund

wise men
and women
still seek him..

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

Let Preachers’ Aid help you with your financial planning in 2021.
See us about estate planning, gift annuities, and on-going contributions.

