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“Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea…”

Those are beautiful words of inspiration and
hope penned by James Weldon Johnson during a
dark period of American history. This beautiful
poem has become an anthem of hope to millions.

BISHOP

Frank
Beard

Difficult times are not a recent
phenomenon. People in America, whether
transplants or indigenous, have always faced
times of difficulty. It is sad to say, but most of
our difficulties have been self-inflicted. Greed,
hatred, indifference, ignorance, and intolerance
have all been used as kindling to fuel the fires of
injustice and division throughout this country
at various times. Animosity and ill-will directed
towards persons of color continues to create
more problems than we can shake a stick at.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Dr.
Vernie T. Barnett, 93, died Feb.
20 in Decatur.

DECONSTRUCTING DEPRESSION

Dr. Barnett served 49 years
of active ministry, retiring in
November 1997 as Executive
Secretary of the Conference Board of Pensions
and Preachers’ Aid Society. He served four years
superintendent of the Vandalia District in the
former Southern Illinois Conference and 11 years at
Decatur: Grace.

Build Your Mental Health Foundation

Cremation rites have been accorded and a
memorial service will be held in the future.

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published
monthly by the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference of The UMC, 5900 South Second
Street, Springfield, IL 62711
An individual subscription is $15 per year.
The opinions expressed in viewpoints are
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Current, The IGRC,
or The UMC.

Communications Team

Support for everyday
Issues. Every day.
Depression can affect anyone at
any time for any reason such as
isolation, loss or significant life
changes. Our goal is to help you
learn more about this mental
health illness and take steps
toward rediscovering your best
self.
This program provides
confidential counseling,
resources and referrals to better
understand depression and
build a foundation to cope.

WEBINAR

COVID-19 Resources

Understanding Depression

coronavirus.eaptoolkit.com

Available May 1. Located in the Monthly Feature Tile.

Among mental health illnesses,
depression may be the most
commonly misunderstood. The
more you know, however, the
easier it is to overcome the fear
and stigma surrounding this
treatable condition.
Learn about the types of
depression, the causes, symptoms
and available treatment options.

Access to Care

The beauty of our connectional system is
that we can quickly and easily, literally, reach
around the globe in a moment’s notice. We
have a healthy network for communication,
education, distribution, and dissemination.
Our major challenge is agreeing on the message
that we send. If we continue to fight, insisting
that our particular personalized message is “the
message,” we will leave folks without the hope,
help, and healing they hunger for.

This current pandemic, the political divide,

DEATHS

A complete obituary may be found by visiting:
https://www.dawson-wikoff.com/obituaries/
Vernie-T-Barnett?obId=20066917 where
condolences may be left for the family, or

Swengel-O'Dell Funeral Home of Neoga is assisting
with arrangements where online condolences may
be expressed at www.swengel-odell.com.

Condolences may also be sent to his wife, Rinda
Osborn, 17 Lakeview Dr., Neoga, IL 6244-2204.

Gabe Wanck to East Moline:
Christ-Multisite (Associate), Spoon
River District, effective July 1.

Jenny Howard, discontinuation
of supply assignment, Cache
River District, effective Jan. 12. She
previously served Concord.

Send materials to:

Jane Bradford to Chaplain,
Evenglow Lodge, Vermilion River
District, effective May 20, 2020.
She will continue to also serve at
Saunemin.

Please send address changes to
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

A memorial service is to be held in June.

of a supply assignment, Cache
River District, effective Jan. 12. He
previously served New BurnsideTaylor.

Sarah Beth Wanck to East
Moline: Christ-Multisite (Lead
Pastor), Spoon River District,
effective July 1.

POSTMASTER:

Rev. Osborn served 30 years
of active ministry in the former
Central Illinois and Illinois Great
Rivers conference, retiring in 2014 from Watseka.

In consultation with the Cabinet
of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard
appoints the following:

Leader: Paul E. Black
Team members:
Kim Halusan, Michele Willson
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org,
website www.igrc.org
Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL,
and additional mailing offices.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev.
Wesley L. Osborn, 72, died Feb.
16 in Neoga.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.swengel-odell.com/obituary/
REVERENDWESLEY-OSBORN

Gene Creek to Xenia, Kaskaskia
River District, ¼ time, effective
Dec. 18, 2020
J. Gregory Courtright to
Fairfield: First (interim pastor),
Kaskaskia River District, ½ time,
effective Feb. 14.

Change of status
Richard Morgan, discontinuation

Dixie Croxton, discontinuation
of appointment, LaMoine River
District, effective March 31, 2020.
She previously served as Chaplain
of Spiritual Life, Sunset Home.
Andrew Jones, discontinuation
of appointment, Sangamon
River District, effective Jan. 4.
He previously served on staff
at Springfield: First and is a
provisional member of the
Wisconsin Conference.
John S. Hackmann II to
involuntary leave of absence,
Cache River District, effective Feb.
4. He previously served at Marion:
First.

“Lift every voice and sing” is my prayer for
the United Methodist Church. As we sing, to the
glory of God, I believe God will blend our voices
into a beautiful symphony of sound that will
connect us to Jesus and to each other in love.
May it be so!
God Bless,
Bishop Beard

If we want to be effective, we need to follow

condolences may be sent to his wife, Beverly
Barnett, 23 Ridgeway Dr., Decatur, IL 62521-5471.

APPOINTMENTS

the biblical pattern established on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2). The Holy Spirit brought
cleansing fire that united and launched the
church in mission and ministry. Everyone
told his or her own story, but the focal point
of the story, summed up by Peter, was Jesus
Christ. It was God’s job to open the ears of
the hearers and to contextualize the message.
God is clearly invested in two streams coming
together: obedience and spiritual hunger.
When Christians are obedient in sharing their
transformation stories, God makes sure that the
hungry can hear and that they can dine on the
spiritual banquet set in front of them.

the plague of poverty, and the polarization of
racism all clamor for the church’s undivided
attention. People are searching for resolutions,
and many are looking to people of faith for
answers. I believe that the church of Jesus Christ
has the greatest opportunity and platform for
sharing the “good news” of the gospel of Jesus
Christ on a global scale then we have ever had.
My hope is that we do not miss these golden
moments because we are obsessed with our own
personal or denominational agendas.

Marjorie Soon, 96, widow of the Rev. Kim Yong
Soon, died Feb. 16.

local pastor for Thayer, Divernon and New Hope
UMC's from 1994 to 2000.

Together with her husband, the Soons served 33
years of active ministry in the former Central Illinois
Conference as well six years as a missionary to
Korea. Rev. Soon retired in 1991 after six years of
service as Pontiac District Superintendent. Rev.
Soon died Aug. 31, 2017.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
bramleyfh.com/obituary/William-Woodruff
where condolences may be left for the family.

Service arrangements are pending.
Condolences may be sent to her sons and
daughters-in-law, Wong and the Rev. Stephanie
Soon, 260 W. Southern Ave., Lot 249, Tempe, AZ
85282-4225; or Han and Colleen Soon, 154 Blue
Heron Rd., Lacon, IL 61540-8857.
William "Bill" Woodruff, 91,
died Feb. 6 in Springfield.

Mr. Woodruff, a member of the
Auburn UMC, served six years
as a supply pastor and part time

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. T.
Owen Candler, 89, died Feb. 1 in
Groveland.
Rev. Candler served 40 years
of active ministry in the former
Central Illinois Conference,
retiring in 1996 from Grand Ridge.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/eastpeoria-il/t-candler-10035055
Condolences may be sent to his wife, Ida Candler,
115 Sheffield Rd., Groveland, IL 61535-9648.

UMC bishops offer weekly Lenten devotions
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Council of Bishops of The
United Methodist Church will be offering a weekly devotion during the Lenten season which begins this week.
Each Wednesday during Lent and every day during Holy
Week, a 15-minute recorded devotion, led by a bishop and
leaders from their episcopal areas will be released.

“We are offering this Lenten Devotion Series on Dismantling Racism in the hope that the church can engage in
honest reflection about the realities of racism, colonialism
and tribalism. All of these sins persist in the church, our local communities and the world. Lent is the time to humbly
acknowledge this reality, to pray, to learn and ultimately
work to reshape our world as it is in heaven,” noted Bishop
Hope Morgan Ward of the North Carolina Annual Conference, who chairs the Council’s Task Force to End Racism.
The devotions are part of the larger Dismantling Racism
Initiative launched by the Council in June of 2020. The
purpose of the Initiative is to cultivate sustained and
coordinated effort to dismantle racism and to promote collective action for racial justice in the church and world.
Beginning with the Juneteenth announcement that
launched the initiative, and continuing through the end
of 2021, the Bishops will take the church on a journey of
lament, confession, deepened awareness, and deliberate
action planning to resist and dismantle the vestiges of
personal and systemic racism that devastates God’s vision
of the Beloved Community.

To date the initiative has sponsored a service of lament,
several town hall meetings (co-sponsored with General
Agencies), dialogue sessions within the Council and now
continues with this series of Lenten devotions.
“The Council of Bishops has unanimously affirmed our
commitment to engage the work of anti-racism in our
individual annual conferences, in our shared life within the
Council and in our leadership of the church. My prayer is
that the church at every level will join with us in rejecting
the sin of racism and oppression in the church and world
and in embracing the diversity of the kingdom of God
where love, peace and justice reign,” said Bishop Cynthia
Fierro Harvey, president of the Council of Bishops.
The devotions can be found online by visiting: https://www.
umc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-lent-devotions-by-ourbishops. The tentative schedule for the series is:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Feb. 17 – Bishop Hope Morgan Ward
Feb. 24 – Bishop LaTrelle Easterling
March 3 – Bishop Hee Soo Jung
March 10 – Bishop Karen Oliveto
March 17 – Bishop Christian Alsted
March 24 – Bishop Rudy Juan
March 29 – Bishop Tracy Smith Malone
March 30 – Bishop Julius Trimble
March 31 – Bishop Mande Muyombo
April 1 – Bishop Thomas Bickerton
April 2 – Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey
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Family Fracture
BY JIM BARNETT
Vermilion River District Superintendent

As I have alluded to on previous occasions, my Dad and I did
not see eye to eye theologically.
Dad was an unabashed Fundamentalist – in every sense of
the word. I am an Evangelical Liberal – sort of an enigma
for some folks. A number of years after graduating from seminary, Dad and
I simply stopped talking theology, but we never stopped talking. Dad and I
believed in God, the Divinity/Humanity of Jesus, and life after death (resurrection), but in some ways, that was the extent of it.
That’s the way it is in Family. We don’t always agree, but we find common
ground. We live out our lives together. We don’t go around pushing each
other’s buttons.
There was a time, not too long ago, where theological diversity was at least
tolerated if not embraced. Those days seem so distant now. Somehow, we
have allowed our Family to fracture, to pull apart at the seams. No longer do
we see theological diversity as an asset for reaching a hurting world. Now
we push for doctrinal purity. “If you don’t agree with me, I must part from you.”
The Family of the Ecclesia is fracturing.
We find ourselves becoming infected with the division which exists within
the world. Paul warned against such influence: “Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect”
(Romans 12:2).
And before we jump to proof texting, read on and see Paul’s call to, “Let love
be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in
zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers.” (9-13).
There are forces, “principalities and powers” if you will, aligned to fracture
our Family. For years, clergy and laity on the liberal branch of the Family
have patiently submitted to the restrictions in The Book of Discipline when it
came to matters regarding human sexuality. Now with the threat of a turning
tide (even if it is staved off for another generation), there are family members
among us who are not willing to extend the same grace and patience when
the shoe is on the other foot. “You may have been patient, but we will not.
We will leave this Family.”
What I find most intriguing is how our family is allowing outsiders to step
into our Family Circle and stir up trouble. The Institute on Religion and Democracy is just one example of a non-family member. If you have not had a
chance to become acquainted with them, Google them.
You see, we are currently pressing toward an Orthodoxy reminiscent of the
age of the Nicene Creed in 325 A.D. Prior to Christianity becoming the religion of the state under Constantine, Christianity flourished in diversity.
Not everyone believed exactly the same thing. Constantine (being a Roman
and “western” thinker) found this diversity of thought troubling.
Consequently, he called together leaders of the diverse and dispersed
church (enjoying their new status) and instructed them to in a manner of
speaking “get your story straight.” That was the beginning of a new orthodoxy (which of course opened the door to persecution and fracture within
the Christian Family). Here we are again, 1700 years later, pushing the doctrine of Rome – differing opinions need not apply.
We are now on the verge of fracturing our Family in an argument over
whose interpretation of scripture is authoritative. Please note, the debate
is not over the Authority of Scripture. My Dad and I both recognized
that scripture was authoritative. We simply disagreed over how each other
interpreted scripture. I think that we finally realized that we are not saved
because of what we believe. We are saved by grace. We could live together
in Family.
I really miss the good old days (that happens when you get old) when there
was a diversity of theological thought in the midst of an embracing Family.
My prayer is that we will not take of Family for nothing, and get back to the
business of being a Family united in love, mercy, and grace.
(Rev. Jim Barnett is superintendent of the Vermilion River District)
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MY LOGIC WAS SOUND…
BUT I WAS STILL WRONG
BY CHARLIAM RENNER
Embarras River District Superintendent

Does God ever meet
you in unexpected ways and
places? If your answer is
‘yes,’ then you are not alone.
I am regularly experiencing and hearing from God when I least expect it. One
recent encounter was around 3:30 a.m. I was
unable to sleep and chose to go watch some
television in hopes dosing off and getting
another hour or so of sleep. I turned on Netflix and started watching an old episode of
Star Trek Voyager. Now, if sci-fi is not your
thing, please stay with me because what I am
sharing is not really about Star Trek; rather,
it is about our amazing, Triune God, and
what God desires for each of us.
For those who may not know, the
crew of Voyager had inadvertently traveled
through a space anomaly that took them
lifetimes away from earth. In the flow of the
series, the crew is making its way home and
exploring areas that none of them previously
even knew existed.
Well, in this particular episode (entitled
“Prime Factors”), the crew is shown amazing
hospitality from the Sikarians. These folks
are all about enjoyment of life, and one of
the crew gets on what appears to be a typical
transporter. However, this device takes him
40,000 light years because it is able to fold
space. They are currently 80,000 light years
from home.
As you may expect, the crew is excited
that such technology exists and it brings
the crew much needed hope. The problem
is that the Sikarians have laws that prevent
them from sharing their technology. Members of the crew want to make a ‘backroom
deal’ with some leaders of the Sikarians in
order to acquire the forbidden technology.
However, the Captain has a Prime Directive
that among other things prevents her from
forcing the Sikarians to give them the technology.
Most of the episode involves the crew
talking about how much they long to see
their families and be with those they love.
They share with one another what they are
missing and how everything would be made
right if the Captain would violate her ethics
and make the ‘backroom deal.’ Nevertheless,
people want what they want, and the Captain (who also desperately wants to get back
home to her family) is unwilling to violate
the Prime Directive. The Security Chief is a
Vulcan name Tuvok. Vulcans are all about
logic! He concludes that the Captain has
been put in an untenable position. So, he
decides to make the ‘backroom deal’ so the
crew can get back home AND the Captain is
not forced to violate the Prime Directive.
Tuvok and the Captain have had a rela-

tionship based on trust and mutual respect.
However, because of Tuvok’s actions, their
relationship has been hurt. In the closing
scene of the episode, Tuvok says, “My logic
was sound…but I was still wrong.”
My logic was sound, but I was still
wrong.
The Holy Spirit used those words to cut
deeply into my soul and began to show me
how the truth behind them was functioning
at this moment throughout our society and
denomination.
I have received a great deal of emails,
letters, and phone calls from clergy and laity
with respect to how the Bishop and Cabinet
have led during COVID. I have watched
long-time friends at one other’s throats over
politics. I have witnessed families being torn
apart in the midst of social unrest. Additionally, we are all aware of what has been
happening within The United Methodist
Church. In each instance, Tuvok’s words ring
true! Each person’s logic may well be sound,
but he/she is still wrong if it causes trust to
be eroded and damage to the relationship.
We are a people who live by covenant.
We have an opportunity to be Light in the
midst of a dark world. As the Church (and
as individuals in the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference), we have the choice to offer our
sphere’s of influence an example of a different way of living from what society is offering; or we can choose to be simply another
manifestation of a secular way of living
“with a little Jesus on the side.”
The number of times, I have had sound
logic but still been wrong is embarrassing. Nevertheless, our gracious Triune God
chose to show up in the early hours of the
morning, through an old episode of Star
Trek Voyager, to make me aware of what is
breaking God’s heart amongst the People
Called Methodist. Each side has their own
sound logic. But sound logic is not the only
(nor often the primary) criteria for being
“Right.”
As we continue our journey through
Lent, may we each breathe in the LOVE of
the FATHER, through the GRACE of the
SON, in the PEACE of the HOLY SPIRIT;
and breathe out worship, praise, ministry
and service in the SPIRIT, through the SON,
to the FATHER. This trinitarian respiration
is what allows us to participate in the Rightness that IS relationship with God and one
another—especially with those whose logic
we find less solid than our own.
My prayer is that each of us hears God’s
voice in greater ways during this Lenten
Season and is increasingly filled with God’s
Spirit that will enable each of us to faithfully
follow. Amen.
(The Rev. Charliam Renner is superintendent of the Embarras River District)

REAPING A WHIRLWIND:
WE IGNORE TRUTH AT OUR PERIL
BY REV. CHRISTOPHER P. MOMANY

“For they sow the wind, and they shall
reap the whirlwind.” — Hosea 8:7
Over the years, the United Methodist
baptismal covenant has been invoked to
confront injustices throughout our world:
“Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you
to resist evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms
they present themselves?”
Lately I have observed calls to “resist evil” in pastoral
blogs, commentaries and organizational statements.
Yet, those who now invoke the liturgy to confront evil
in others sometimes forget the preceding question: “Do
you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the
evil powers of this world and repent of your sin?”
Our baptism is no call to pretentious judgment.
Repentance is required of us all. The liturgy was never
intended to be weaponized as an indictment of others.
We are all drowning in the terrifying sickness of sin, both
personal and systemic.
The shameful events of violent insurrection within
our nation are merely the latest installment of disregard
for God’s authority in our lives. Years of ideological unwillingness to hold ourselves accountable have come
home to roost. Moreover, it is intellectual laziness that
relies on the inconsistency of enemies to bolster our positions. Let’s be clear: someone else’s hypocrisy does not
exonerate me or those who share my opinions. The truth
is a much harder school.
Jesus had a lot to say about truth, perhaps most famously in John 8:32: “… and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free.” This text offers great hope.

The truth of the gospel is found in a light that exposes our
sin and then heals. Perhaps we should all commit to confessing ways we have allowed our preconceived notions to
cloud our reception of God’s truth.
God’s truth stands in contrast to our truth. In our broken world, truth has become a tool of power. Those who
rule try to dictate truth. My agenda, whether admirable or
nefarious, sanctifies my assertions. And when one is wedded to an ideology, it becomes easy to spread unfounded
conclusions. Note how quickly violence at the U.S. Capitol
was blamed on forces that were not there.
This pernicious practice of distorting truth to fit our
own beliefs is a temptation for us all, not just those who
so brazenly perpetrated violence this year.
In Communist-era Poland, a joke often circulated
in which a party boss asked, “How much is 2 + 2?” and
a Polish worker responded, “How much would you like
it to be?” Later, when the Solidarity movement stood for
openness and human dignity, a poster read: “For Poland
to be Poland, 2 + 2 must always = 4.” Free, fresh and open
consideration of truth — admittedly, from many perspectives — is critical.
Almost eight centuries before Jesus, the prophet Hosea spoke to the Northern kingdom of Israel as it faced
external threat from the Assyrian Empire. The people had
lost sight of God’s truth, and by substituting secondary realities for God’s ultimate reality, they had weakened their
ability to resist. Hosea declared that Israel had broken
covenant with God and had committed perhaps humanity’s most popular sin: idolatry.
Hosea 8:7 includes the legendary phrase, “For they
sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind.” We
trivialize such wisdom when we conclude that this means,

“What goes around comes around.” The illness is more
profound. By worshiping their own self-interested ideas
instead of Almighty God, the people turned from truth
and rejected the only source strong enough to sustain
them in times of trial.
Idolatry has been a recurrent ill throughout history.
Today, it is reinforced by echo chambers that produce delusions of grandeur. When wide swaths of society elevate
a person to the status of God and unleash their passions,
the unthinkable happens. Mobs convinced of their own
infallibility become dangerous. We witnessed that recently, and we must remember that substituting one selfrighteous mass of people for another is not the answer.
How are we to respond as a church? Our denomination needs to do some deep and sustained soul-searching.
Our witness is strongest when we remain faithful to our
identity and see in that identity an embrace of others.
What ails us and our world will not be fixed by training workshops, mind-numbing webinars or leadership
gimmicks. We must immerse ourselves in a theologically
centered conversation about sin and grace and a commitment to authentic truth and reconciliation.
We must stand under the whole baptismal liturgy and
repent of our sin, even as we commit to resist evil.
(Momany is a former college professor and chaplain. He
serves as pastor of First United Methodist Church in Dowagiac, Michigan. For three decades, he has researched the arguments for and against slavery in America’s past. His 2018
book: For Each and All: The Moral Witness of Asa Mahan
(Foundery Books), traces these arguments and documents
the abolitionist witness of philosopher and college president
Asa Mahan)

A season for cinders
BY DAVID SCHULTZ

The story of Cinderella is a familiar one.
It’s rooted in the cultural lore of several
countries.
Perhaps the most familiar version of the
story was given to us by Walt Disney. In
his adaptation, Cinderella lives with her stepmother and
stepsisters where she is forced into the harsh role of a
household servant. And yet, despite her hardships, Cinderella blossoms into a beautiful and kind young woman.
One day all the young maidens in the country are invited
to a royal ball where the prince hopes to find a beautiful
and worthy young lady to marry.
You know the rest of the story: with help from her fairy
Godmother, Cinderella manages to attend the ball and
dance with the prince until the stroke of midnight when
she dashes off, leaving her glass slipper behind. The
prince is smitten by the young maiden and searches the
country for her, slipper in hand. He finds her and the two
are married and live happily ever after.
Originally, the name Cinderella was given derisively to
a girl named Ella. She was forced to work so hard that
when everything was finally done, she could only collapse by the kitchen fire and rest among the cinders. Her
stepmother would taunt her by saying, “Sitting among

the cinders as usual! You ought to be called Cinder-Ella
instead of Ella.” Hence her nickname, “Cinder,” of course,
means, “Ash.”
We, as Christians, have our own Cinderella story. Lent
is a season of preparation as we anticipate Easter. We
begin by “sitting among the cinders.” A bit of ash may
even be marked upon our brow as we hear the solemn
words, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you
shall return.”

Ash Wednesday, however, is not simply a day, but the
first day in a Season of Ash. To put on ashes, or to sit in
ashes, is to say to yourself and to the word that you are
in a reflective, penitential mode. It’s a way of saying that
some important work is going on silently within you, and
that you are, metaphorically and perhaps even more so,
sitting in the cinders of a dead fire.
There is something inside the human soul that knows
that periodically we must make a journey of descent, be
smudged and wait while the ashes do their work. That
is what Lent is about. Like Cinderella, we work and sit
among the cinders of the fire – refraining from dance,
renouncing the banquet and refusing to go on with
business as usual – not to punish ourselves, but to wait
for silent growth to take place within us as the ashes do
their work within us.

Fortunately, that season always comes to an end. We do
not stay in the cinders for long. There’s always a turning
point; there’s always a reward; there’s always forgiveness.
And then we arrive at the royal gala! We’ll get to dance at
the ball!
And God himself with clothe us with garments of praise.
God himself will adorn us with the righteousness of Jesus
Christ. We’ll be able to say with the psalmist, “Thou hast
turned my mourning into dancing! Thou hast put off my
sackcloth and guided me with joy!” (Psalm 30:11).
The cinders of Ash Wednesday are always followed by
the overwhelming joy of Easter morn. And as a result
of that day, we, as the church, the bride of Christ get to
marry a Prince – the Prince of Peace!
We find in the story of Cinderella a story of Lent. Before
the glass slipper could be slipped upon the maiden’s foot,
before she would wear the beautiful gown, or dance at
the royal gala, before she was able to marry a prince, she
had to sit among the cinders; she had to first endure a
period of being humbled. Likewise, before we can rejoice
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we humble ourselves
in the ashes of Lent.
(Rev. David Schultz is pastor of Aledo UMC in the Spoon
River District. Reprinted with permission from the Parish
Visitor, the church’s newsletter for February 2021).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
UPCOMING EVENTS
Serve On Purpose on-demand
video training
SPRINGFIELD – Have you started a new
role in your church? Do you wish you had
resources to help you understand how to
serve effectively?
Since COVID-19 has made in-person district
leader training opportunities impractical,
we have pooled talent and wisdom across
the conference to provide training for any
Illinois Great Rivers Conference leader who
desires to be better equipped as they serve.
Leaders, both lay and clergy, from throughout the Illinois Great Rivers Conference have
put together short video segments to equip
people serving in key roles in their church
to serve in a way that effectively fulfills our
mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.
The first series of videos offers training for
the following areas: Church Council, Lay
Leader, Lay Member of Annual Conference,
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations, Finance Committee, and Board of Trustees. For each of
these roles there is a video specific to that
role and there are additional videos to equip
you to serve effectively.
The good news is you don’t have to be available at a certain time or in a certain place
to benefit from this training opportunity. It is
all online and can be accessed at any time.
Just go to https://www.igrc.org/leadership.
The “Featured Links” at the right side of the
page will take you to information tailored for
your specific role in the church. (This page
can also be accessed from the Leadership
Resources menu item at the top of the IGRC.
org homepage.)
The goal is that EVERY local church leader
will serve on purpose and make a kingdom
impact.

#StillInMission webcast
for March 4
ATLANTA, Ga. – Despite the pandemic,
United Methodist missionaries remain
deeply engaged in work around the world.
Normally, a number of them “itinerate” each
year to visit the churches and individuals
that support them in ministry. COVID-19 has
put a stop to most travel but that doesn’t
mean the missionaries aren’t available to
meet virtually!
Each month, the Board of Global Ministries
invites four missionaries to be in conversation with laity and clergy throughout the
church to share the joys and challenges
they’ve experienced.
March’s webcast will be at noon on Thursday, March 4. Missionaries on the webcast
will be:
• Anaclet Ndayikunda is serving as a
Social Educator with the Methodist
Foundation for Social & Cultural Action
in Brazil.
• Tendai Manyeza is serving as a Medical Doctor at United Methodist Church
General Hospital in Zimbabwe.
• Kenneth Nkando is serving as the Mission Financial Officer and VIM Coordinator with the East Angola Annual
Conference.
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• Nan McCurdy is serving as the Director
of Training, Promotion, and Interpretation with Give Ye Them to Eat in Mexico.
Registration is required and may be completed by visiting: https://gbgm.zoom.us/

Availability: The scholarship is available
once a year. Once a student receives the
scholarship, she is not eligible for another
award for four years. There will be four
scholarships available at $1,000 each.

meeting/register/tJwrdOqprDIvE9T7wOxbdIw5wOKDqaCJlUX7

Deadline: May 1, 2021: IGRC COSROW will
review all submissions and select the scholarship recipient.

ILCAAAP Poster Contest
for grades 6-12

Read more by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois Church Action on
Alcohol & Addiction Problem (ILCAAAP) is
sponsoring its 26th Annual Alcohol Awareness Poster Contest for grades 6 to 12.
Grand prize will be a HP laptop computer;
second place will be a Galaxy Tablet; and
third place, an Amazon Fire HD8.
The contest is open to all Illinois students,
grades 6 to 12. Each poster must be the
work of one student and must be an original
design. Posters are to be on 8 ½ by 11-inch
paper with pencil, ink, markers or crayons.
A new category utilizing computer graphic
design is being introduced this year. Clearly
label the back of each entry with students,
name, grade and school. Home school students should include a phone number.
Artwork must incorporate the theme “Don’t
Do Drugs, Alcohol is a Drug.”
All entries must be postmarked by April 30
and become the property of ILCAAAP with
the right of publication without compensation but with credit to the creator. Winners
will be notified on May 17.

cosrow

Barber Scholarship for
Christian service
ONARGA – The Onarga UMC’s Barber
Education Trust is accepting scholarship applications from students who are planning
to pursue full-time Christian service.
Applications may be obtained by contacting
the Barber Scholarship Committee at Onarga UMC by email at methodistof@att.net or
by U.S. Mail at 109 E. Seminary Ave., Onarga,
IL 60955-1240. Applications are due by May
31 with scholarships awarded by July 15.

• Transcript from Seminary. (If in Course
of Study, documentation that tells us
what and how well you have done in
the process.)
• Personal statement about your ministry
• A letter of recommendation from one
of the following: your pastor, candidacy
mentor, field site supervisor or professor at the seminary
• Financial Statements will be requested
as needed
• A statement of the District DCOM that
is to be contacted to verify that she is a
Certified Candidate

• You must be enrolled or planning to
enroll full-time at a United Methodist-related college, university, or
seminary for the 2021-2022 school
year. A list of these schools can be
found here.
• Some UMHEF scholarships have additional unique or specific criteria established by the fund/donor; we will help
match you to those scholarships for
which you qualify after receiving your
completed application.
Please read through the application instructions carefully before beginning your application.

• International students, for which a
limited number of scholarship funds are
available, may apply using the General
Named Endowed Scholarship application.

Applicants sought for
IGRC scholarship

Submit the following:

• You must be a full member of a United
Methodist Church for at least one year.

Applicants are not required to be United
Methodist; however, some preference will
be given to those who are United Methodist
Church.

Sondra Newman Scholarship
for women clergy

Priority Protocol: Seminary applicants
receive first consideration followed by
course of study applicants. If there are no
seminary or course of study applicants CPE
applicants will be considered.

Applications and required supporting materials must be submitted by March 1, 2021.

• Please include an email address that
you check on a regular basis; this is
how UMHEF will communicate with
you about your application.

Established in 1975, the Barber Education
Trust has awarded 144 scholarships grants
totaling $61,877 have been awarded. A minimum grant amount of $500 is given with
each scholarship.

SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Commission
on the Status and Role of Women offers
a scholarship for any woman who is 1) a
certified candidate from IGRC; 2) enrolled in
seminary for degree or course of study; 3)
completed at least one semester of training
4) CPE applicants will be considered if no
others apply

to apply for a variety of scholarships available through the United Methodist Higher
Education Foundation (UMHEF).

Full-time Christian service includes those
pursuing ordained ministry, Christian Education, youth ministry or other specialized
ministries within the church. The fund is
designed to give preference to those persons who are from the Iroquois West School
District, or who were raised in the boundaries of the Iroquois River District.

Entries may be sent to: ILCAAAP; Attention:
Lynn Allen, Poster Contest; 1132 W. Jefferson
St., Springfield, IL 62702. Questions may
be directed to 1-866-940-6871 or ilcaaap@

sbcglobal.net

LOCAL CHURCH
NEWS

SPRINGFIELD – The Board of Higher
Education and Campus Ministry is seeking applicants for its 2021 Undergraduate
Scholarship.
Applicants must be members of a United
Methodist Church in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference for a minimum of one year.
Scholarships awarded will be sent to the
community college, college or university
that the student will be attending during the
2021-2022 school year to help pay for their
undergraduate tuition. The scholarships
awarded will be a minimum of $500.
Applications must be submitted by midnight
on March 1, 2021. If you have any questions,
contact Christy Blickensderfer at cblickensderfer@igrc.org or Amy Shreve at ashreve@
igrc.org.
Apply online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.

brtapp.com/igrcscholarship71

Higher Education Foundation
2021-22 scholarships
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation is now
accepting scholarship applications for the
2021-2022 school year. If you (or students
you know) are planning to attend a United
Methodist-related college, university, or
seminary in the Fall of 2021, you are invited

• If you received a UMHEF scholarship
last year, you must reapply for the 20212022 academic year. All applications
are considered on an individual basis.

• UMHEF scholarships are separate from
those awarded by the General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM). You must apply for those scholarships separately.
Apply for Higher Education Foundation
scholarships by visiting: https://www.umhef.

org/apply/

Scholarships and student loan
application through GBHEM
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – GBHEM’s Office of
Loans and Scholarships provides millions
of dollars in scholarships to students every
year. Finances should never be a barrier
to answering your calling in life. GBHEM is
here to help as you follow the educational
path that’s right for you.
Scholarship Application are being accepted
through March 24.
Explore the Scholarships page by visiting:

https://www.gbhem.org/loans-scholarships/
scholarships/apply/ to find more information

about: eligibility, list of available scholarships, how to apply, grants and fellowships
and Frequently Asked Questions.
Apply for GBHEM scholarships by visiting:

https://www.gbhem.org/loans-scholarships/
scholarships/apply/

In addition to scholarships, the United Methodist Student Loan program offers financial
assistance with interest rates lower than
other conventional loan programs. Apply
for UM Student Loans (Spring 2021 term)
by visiting: https://www.gbhem.org/loans-

scholarships/loans/apply-for-a-loan/

TERRE HAUTE UMC CELEBRATES
COMPLETION OF NEW SANCTUARY
BY DESSA RODEFFER
Publisher/Owner, Hancock-Henderson County Quill

TERRE HAUTE – Larry Moreland is all smiles as he points out some of the places he and the
building committee at the Terre Haute UMC gained design inspiration for their new church sanctuary
that was finished by the end of last year.
Their first full church service in the sanctuary was held in 2020 on Christmas Eve, December 24th.
The groundbreaking ceremony was seven months
earlier on Sunday, May 24 after the church was ordered
closed in April and May due to the COVID-19 orders
by Illinois Governor Pritzer.
But despite COVID, the building project went on
and was finished with Roy Day of Blandinsivlle, the
contractor in charge. That's pretty good considering
COVID-19, the weather, shipping and health issues all
to consider.
Besides Roy Day Construction on the job,
members of the church, especially the building
committee of five, would contribute on various projects.
The committee consists of Chairman Larry Moreland
(Lomax), Ralph Torrance (in Terre Haute), Nate Todd
and Sherry Butler (rural La Harpe), and Paul Harding,
(Blandinsville).
I was told that pretty much every day you could
find Moreland at the building site. He is a retired
engineer and offered a lot of ideas and electrical help
in design and wiring the extra fine sound system and
Photos courtesy of Hancock-Henderson County Quill various lighting projects that are so important to a
church.
Larry Moreland, Chair of the Terre Haute Building
Torrance, who just turned 90 this week,
Committee, points out pictures of the stain glass from
refurbished
the hardware and refinished the double
the former church building that inspired the design
front
doors
that
were on the old church.
for the new sanctuary using the same glass.
The doors have been installed inside the lobby
where they open, just as they always had before, into the sanctuary to welcome all who come to Terre
Haute UMC to worship.
"They are beautiful," Butler said. Moreland and Pastor Lee Unger agreed, and the doors are a
reminder to members of the former beloved church that served each of them and their families, and
their community so well since it was erected around 1893-95.
The historic church building, was torn down last year but with members preserving the stained
glass windows, and double front entry doors, all now part of the new sanctuary.
Also saved was the historic church bell that had been rung each Sunday morning to announce the
beginning of worship and to come.
The bell, located high in the belfry, will finally find its new home this summer as it will be built into a
steel structure which will include a new sign for the church. The project is being funded with the memorial
money of Lowell and Jane Mohr, both who were longtime active members in the church.
The new sanctuary now completes the church. The fellowship
hall, Sunday School rooms, kitchen, and the bathrooms and large
entry hall with attached pastor's study were built 19 years ago,
and has served many functions for the church and surrounding
community.
The congregation was forced to close the fellowship hall
(except for church use) when they began having church services in
the space after the old church building became unusable.
The many members of the church over the years are to be
commended as they had saved enough to pay for the entire
building process without a loan. Over the years, Pastor Unger said,
the congregation set aside 10% of all the offerings for the building
fund with others designating funds to the process.
Pastor Unger came to be pastor at Durham, La Harpe, and
Terre Haute United Methodist churches in a yoked agreement
July 1, 2017 according to his wife's well-kept diary so he will be
celebrating his 4th year when he preaches Sunday, July 4 this year.
The La Harpe church closed and the building is now owned
by the Union Church in La Harpe but the pulpit and railing from
that church is part of the new sanctuary in Terre Haute to give
Pastor Lee Unger shows the railing and
those members a piece of their history.
the pulpit that came from the former
"It's been a long time coming", Pastor Unger said of the
LaHarpe UMC that closed.
finished house of worship. "The congregation no longer has to put
up and take down chairs in the fellowship hall. We can seat 125 in the new sanctuary, if we put up all
the chairs. For now, however, we have 75 chairs and room for members to social distance which they do
on their own. The church is planning a dedication-open house on June 3 at 3 p.m., and we hope to have
many of you come to the ceremony and celebrate with us," Pastor Unger said...if Covid restrictions don't
hinder our plans."
(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 3 issue of the Hancock-Henderson County Quill, www.
quillnewspaper.com)

Photos courtesy of Susan Schultz

Handles of Hope founders Jamie Brown-Nugent and Tina Whitehouse with the
Epiphany Drive-Through donations

Gibson City UMC family hosts
Epiphany Drive-Through
BY SUSAN SCHULTZ
Gibson City UMC

GIBSON CITY – On a day that had its dark moments – Jan. 6, 2021 –
persons in Gibson City ended the day with a bright spot of ministry.
Barb Horsch and family, members of Gibson City UMC, hosted an
Epiphany Drive-Through at their family farm to collect donations for
foster children and people living in homelessness.
Partnering with
the local nonprofit entity
Handles of Hope,
the drive-through
raised awareness
of the plight of
these vulnerable groups and
received donations to ease their
suffering.
“Epiphany, the
day we remember the magi’s
A lighted star marks the location on the Horsch Family
visit to see the new Farm for Epiphany drive-through visitors
king, seemed like
the perfect time to ponder what the Holy Family was facing,” said
Horsch, who chairs the IGRC Board of Discipleship. “The family was
soon to become refugees themselves, fleeing from a ruthless ruler
who feared losing his power. Today we have children being uprooted
from their homes and placed in the strange land of a new home. And
then there are the folks who don’t even have a home. What would
they need for care and comfort? That’s where we come in. We can
provide necessities and items of comfort.”
Handles of Hope co-founder Tina Whitehouse was overjoyed with
Horsch’s initiative and the generosity of the local congregation and
community.
“We received approximately $600 in supplies and another $600 in
cash to help people in need,” added co-founder Jamie Brown-Nugent. Handles of Hope serves people in Illinois and several surrounding states.
On this crisp, cold, clear winter night people in vehicles drove
through the Horsch farm to bring their gifts. While there was no Holy
Family, there was a stable, a manger, a mule, and donkeys.
Volunteers were scattered along the lane huddled around firepits,
representing those who live without shelter, as a reminder of the
importance of the event. WCIA Channel 3 Champaign dispatched a
reporter and chose to air this story of good news to close out their
10 p.m. newscast.
“Like many other events this year, we tried to think of what was possible in light of a pandemic- to be Light,” Horsch said. “Judging by
the collection, I think this worked!”
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The Black women of Methodism

(LEFT) Sallie A. Crenshaw was one of the first ordained African-American Methodist women and missionary to Appalachia.
(BELOW) United Methodist Bishop Leontine Turpeau Current Kelly preaches during evening worship at the first reunion of the former
Central Jurisdiction of the Methodist Church in College Park, Ga., in 2004. Kelly died at age 92 on June 28, 2012.

“You must plan to be somebody.” Those words stuck.

Editor’s note: In celebration of Black History and Women’s History months, Ask The UMC remembers four of the pioneering and groundbreaking Black women
in U.S. Methodist history. It is reprinted as 2021’s first Historical Messenger by the IGRC Commission on Archives and History and the IGRC Historical Society.

Mary McLeod Bethune

BY ASK THE UMC, asktheumc@umc.org

(1875-1955)

Ida Bell Wells-Barnett
(1862-1931)

Mary McLeod Bethune was one of the most
significant educators, leaders, government
officials and advocates for civil rights of the 20th
century.

Ida Bell Wells was born into slavery in
Holly Springs, Mississippi, in the midst
of the U.S. Civil War. She would go on to
become a pioneering journalist, antilynching activist, suffragist and crusader
for justice for women and people of color.
After emancipation, her parents were
active in the Freedmen’s Aid Society of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which
established Rust College, the oldest
of the historically Black colleges and
universities. Ida began her advanced
education at Rust College, however,
the death of her parents and a younger
brother from a Yellow Fever outbreak in
1878 led her to leave college and take a
job as a teacher to support her siblings.
One of the results of Reconstruction in the
South had been integration of all public
facilities, including transit. Not all transit companies complied, however. In 1884, while
seated in a “ladies car” (for which she had purchased a ticket) on a train bound for
Memphis, she was asked to move to a smoking car to accommodate a white woman.
She refused. When the conductor started to drag her from the car, she bit him. She was
ultimately forcibly removed from the train. She sued the railroad, initially winning her
case, but losing it on final appeal in the Tennessee Supreme Court. The story made
headlines and helped launch her journalism career. The 25-year-old schoolteacher who
sued a railroad company became a sought-after writer.
In 1889, she became a partner in Free Speech and Headlight, a Memphis newspaper
with wide circulation among Black and Christian audiences. This launched another
career focus: the investigation, exposure and crusade to end lynching in the South.
Following the lynching of three friends in Memphis, Wells-Barnett wrote arguably her
most important work, “Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases.”
Her fearless criticism of lynching forced her to leave Memphis in 1892 for a less
dangerous home base in Chicago. There, she worked alongside Jane Addams to block
segregation in Chicago’s public schools and was one of the most seasoned veterans
in the fight for women's suffrage. During the landmark 1913 national suffrage parade in
Washington, fellow suffragists asked Wells-Barnett not to walk alongside them, fearing
alienating white support. But when a mob overtook the parade route and began
beating women marchers, Wells-Barnett rejoined her fellow suffragists in the chaos.
While Chicago would be her home for the rest of her life, she remained highly soughtafter nationwide as a speaker, mentor and organizer with pro-suffrage, pro-civil
rights and anti-lynching organizations. She also became one of the two Black female
co-founders of the NAACP — though considered by many to be too radical to hold
leadership. She remained active in urban reform in Chicago until her death in 1931.

When her second husband, the Rev. David Kelly, died,
the congregation her husband served asked for her to
be their next pastor. At the time, she was a certified lay
speaker and did not feel qualified or called to pastoral
ministry. That would change a few months later, and
by the end of the year, she completed licensing school
and began the Course of Study at Wesley Theological
Seminary. She was ordained a deacon in 1972 and an
elder in the Virginia Conference in 1977. She went on to
become the Associate Program Council Director of the
Virginia Conference, and later head of the evangelism
division of the United Methodist Board of Discipleship.

One of the youngest of 17 children, she was born
in South Carolina to former slaves.
Completing her education at Scotia Seminary
and the Moody Institute for Home and Foreign
Missions, McLeod had intended to become a
missionary. However, no one would send her
as a missionary, so she focused her efforts on
education and teaching school. She married
another teacher, Albertus Bethune.
(LEFT) A portrait of Ida B. Wells-Barnett
circa 1893. Albumen silver print by
American female photographer, Sallie
Garrity. Photo from the National Portrait
Gallery, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
(ABOVE) Portrait of Mary McLeod Bethune,
Daytona Beach, Florida, circa 1915,
courtesy of the State Archives of Florida,
Florida Memory.

After the end of that marriage, McLeod Bethune
started her own educational institution, a
school for girls in Daytona, Florida, that would,
in 1931, merge with Cookman Institute and
become Bethune-Cookman University. The
quality of education offered there, combined
with McLeod Bethune’s leadership in advocacy
and youth organizations, gained the attention
of the Roosevelt White House. In 1936, she was
appointed the director of Negro Affairs of the
National Youth Administration, a position she
would hold until 1944.

In addition to her legacy in education, McLeod Bethune actively campaigned for civil
rights and fought to end discrimination and lynching.
While in government service, she became vice president of the NAACP in 1940, an
office she would continue to occupy until her death in 1955. She was responsible for
overseeing the integration of the Women’s Army Corps in 1942, and, under President
Truman in 1945, was appointed as the only Black woman to be present at the founding
of the United Nations. She was a successful businesswoman in the hospitality and
insurance industries.
As a Methodist leader, she was a lay delegate to General Conference four times,
advocating for the elimination of the segregated Central Jurisdiction.

Photo courtesy of The Bethlehem Center

The Rev. Sallie A Crenshaw

(1900-1986)

Sallie A Crenshaw was ahead of her time, serving
as a missionary and pastor when ministry was
limited for women, especially Black women.
She studied at several Methodist schools, including
Gammon Theological Seminary and Clark College (now
Clark Atlanta University), and was the first Black student
to attend Tennessee Wesleyan College.
In the 1930s, she became a licensed preaching
missionary, which allowed her to serve in ministry
despite prohibitions against the ordination of women.
She later became one of the first two Black women
ordained in the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1958, two
years after The Methodist Church approved full clergy
rights for women, she was one of the first two Black
women to receive those rights as a full clergy member of
the East Tennessee Conference in the racially segregated
Central Jurisdiction. Crenshaw also is noted as one of the
first Black clergywomen in the Holston Conference and
the Southeastern Jurisdiction.
Crenshaw served as a missionary to Black coal miners in
the Appalachian coalfields of Virginia and later pastored
churches in poor neighborhoods in East Tennessee.

File photo by Mike DuBose, UM News

She also is remembered for her mission work in the
Chattanooga area, offering Bible studies, Sunday school
classes and feeding programs for children. Seeing a
need to care for children while their parents worked,
she founded the Good Shepherd Fold daycare in
Chattanooga in the late 1940s. The daycare became
The Bethlehem Center and for a time was called The
Sallie Crenshaw Bethlehem Center. The center, which
celebrated its centennial in 2020, continues to serve the
community and is a lasting legacy of her leadership in
the region.

Bishop Leontine Turpeau Current Kelly

(1920-2012)

Leontine Turpeau was raised in a family of leaders. Her
father, the Rev. David Turpeau, was a Methodist pastor
and a member of the Ohio House of Representatives. Her
mother, Ila Marshall Turpeau, was an outspoken advocate
for women and Blacks and was founder of the Urban
League of Cincinnati. One of the leaders who would
occasionally visit the Turpeau home was Dr. Mary McLeod
Bethune. She remembers being told by McLeod Bethune,

In 1984, while a member of the Southeastern Jurisdiction,
the Western Jurisdiction elected her bishop. She became
only the second female bishop in the history of The
United Methodist Church, and the first African American
female bishop of any major denomination in the world.
Retired Bishop Melvin Talbert, who also served in the
Western Jurisdiction, remembers her election to bishop
as groundbreaking. "I remember some of my colleague
bishops in the Southeastern Jurisdiction were adamantly
opposed to her election," he said.
Assigned to the California-Nevada Conference, Bishop
Kelly’s influence would reach across the globe, as she
was a founding member of the Africa Initiative, which
in 1988 established Africa University, the first United
Methodist university on the African continent.
Her lasting influence on all of those around her cannot
be underestimated. Retired Bishop Sharon Brown
Christopher put it this way: "Bishop Leontine Kelly has
been the spiritual mother of many clergywomen and
especially the women bishops. She called us into futures
we never anticipated for ourselves, would not let us
capitulate to our insecurities and druthers, and coaxed
us into new lives that gave new leadership to The United
Methodist Church. Her feisty, God-centered spirit is
embedded deeply in our souls and will continue to form
and instruct us."

SPEAKERS FOR PRENTICE SERMON,
CARTWRIGHT SERMON ANNOUNCED
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC
Commission on Archives and History
has announced the speakers for the
2021 Prentice Sermon and the 2021
Peter Cartwright Memorial Sermon.
Paul Black, IGRC Director of
Communications, has been selected
to deliver this year’s Prentice Sermon
which will be Sunday, April 11, at
BLACK
Astoria UMC in the LaMoine River
District. Rev. Jim Clayton, pastor of the Colchester-Hills
Grove UMC’s, will be the 2021 Cartwright Sermon speaker
on Sunday, Oct. 17 at Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant
Plains.
Black is the IGRC staff liaison for the Commission on
Archives and History and periodically assists with request
for historical information. Clayton was to have delivered the
2020 Cartwright sermon but the service was cancelled due to
Covid-19 restrictions.
The Prentice Sermon began with a bequest from a

Methodist layman in Springfield to honor
a group of persons who are well known for
their untiring proclamation of the Gospel,
the pioneer Methodist circuit riding
preachers. Hiram Buck Prentice made
his bequest to the Illinois Conference in
1922 to pay the expenses of one of the
ministers of the Illinois Conference to
preach upon the topic, “the Ministry and
CLAYTON
service as exemplified by the lives and labors
of pioneer preachers of the Illinois Annual Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.” The location of the annual
sermon rotates throughout the conference.
The Cartwright Sermon is usually observed on the third
Sunday of October and serves to remind persons of the
contribution of the Rev. Peter Cartwright, who was a leader
in the formation of the church in the State of Illinois.
Both sermon series are co-hosted by the IGRC
Commission on Archives and History and the IGRC
Historical Society.
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A VIRTUAL GENERAL CONFERENCE FACES HURDLES

Churches serve as warming centers, shelters in Texas

The Rev. Ande Emmanuel, a
delegate
from Nigeria, said that would
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.
work
for
Nigerian delegates. He said a
(UMNews) – Vaccines may not be
virtual
General
Conference is possible,
enough to save an in-person General
but
it
would
need
a streamlined agenda.
Conference this year — but virtual
Still,
with
all
the
challenges, some
technology may not suffice either.
United
Methodists
have
raised the
General Conference organizers
possibility
that
General
Conference
have made no final decisions about
might need to be postponed again.
whether The United Methodist
Among them is the Rev. Jeremy
Church’s top lawmaking assembly can
Smith,
a frequent blogger on United
go forward as planned on Aug. 29-Sept.
Methodist
issues who has written
7 in Minneapolis.
about
barriers
to a virtual General
However, the Commission on
Conference.
the General Conference chair recently
“I sympathize with these hard
outlined the challenges facing the
choices,
even as I think a virtual
group as it weighs options for the
General
Conference is too easily
international gathering already
manipulated,
lacks representation,
postponed from 2020 by the COVID-19
and
excludes
too
many people,” Smith,
pandemic.
pastor
of
First
United
Methodist
Kim Simpson, the chair, spoke
Church
in
Seattle,
told
UM News.
during the Feb. 4 online meeting of
Still,
Smith
said,
delaying
General
the Connectional Table, a church
Conference
would
require
bishops
to
Image of laptop by Kathryn Price, United Methodist Communications; graphic by Laurens Glass, UM News
leadership body that coordinates
pledge
to
continue
to
hold
in
abeyance
ministry and resources for
The General Conference of The United Methodist Church was originally scheduled to meet last year in Minneapo- any complaints against LGBTQ
denomination-wide ministries.
lis. With COVID-19 still a threat, questions remain about whether General Conference can go forward as planned
inclusion, namely the denomination’s
“As you know, the commission is
Aug. 29-Sept. 7, whether in Minneapolis or online. Photo by Krivit Photography, courtesy of Meet Minneapolis;
bans on same-sex weddings and “selftrying the best it can to make sure we
avowed practicing” gay clergy.
Conference has 14 legislative committees, and
can make best-informed decisions for
The
denomination’s
intensifying debate around
each includes delegates from around the globe
all delegates and have equal opportunity for adequate
the
status
of
LGBTQ
Christians
— which has already
who speak multiple languages.
information,” Simpson said.
led
multiple
congregations
to
disaffiliate
— has many
• Presiding officers: Presiding officers elected by
The coming General Conference could be pivotal.
United
Methodists
arguing
that
General
Conference
delegates lead individual legislative committees,
Delegates face multiple proposals to resolve United
must
happen
sooner
rather
than
later.
and bishops preside in plenary sessions. “How
Methodists’ intensifying debate over homosexuality by
Before COVID-19 caused shutdowns worldwide,
will presiding officers be accommodated and
splitting the denomination along theological lines.
a
diverse
group of United Methodists had negotiated
where will they be located?” Simpson asked.
The commission plans to meet online Feb. 20
the
Protocol
of Reconciliation & Grace Through
• Safety and integrity of the voting process: The
to review a report from its technology study team,
Separation.
The
widely endorsed proposal would
commission was already looking to enhance
appointed last fall to look at virtual options for the
allow
traditionalists
to leave with church property and
identification requirements after finding
coming gathering.
$25
million
to
form
their
own denomination, but it
that at the contentious special 2019 General
The coming General Conference has 862 voting
needs
General
Conference
approval to take effect. The
Conference, four ineligible people cast votes
delegates — 55.9% come from the U.S., 32% from
traditionalists
want
to
maintain
church restrictions
using the credentials of delegates who were not
Africa, 6% from the Philippines, 4.6% from Europe
related
to
marriage
and
ordination.
present.
and the remainder from concordat churches that have
The Rev. Thomas Lambrecht, vice president and
•
Book of Discipline and General Conference
close ties to The United Methodist Church. In addition,
general
manager of the traditionalist group Good
rules: General Conference must meet
the global gathering typically requires bishops and
News,
has
written a commentary arguing for a virtual
requirements laid out in the Discipline, the
hundreds of staff and volunteers — including marshals,
General
Conference.
He plans to publish the second
denomination’s law book, and its own rules
pages, interpreters and translators — to function.
part
of
his
case
Feb.
12
with a specific focus on how the
approved by delegates. Simpson noted the
Meeting in person may be out of the question.
meeting
might
work.
commission would need to make sure that the
COVID-19 vaccines are rolling out slowly worldwide,
“My larger concern is that we will continue to be
ways delegates meet together and vote satisfy
more contagious virus variants are emerging and travel
stuck
in our current conflict in which no significant
those requirements.
restrictions continue around the globe. At present, the
decisions
can be made,” he told UM News. “There will
• Christian conferencing: Simpson wondered
state of Minnesota is limiting indoor gatherings to no
be
issues
around
the number of bishops, the budget,
how church leaders could have meaningful
more than 150 people.
jurisdictional
and
annual conference boundaries,
discussions in virtual settings.
Yet in this time of Facebook Live worship and daily
to
name
just
a
few.
Until we know who is going to
Zoom hangouts, taking the denomination’s biggest
Simon Mafunda, a veteran delegate from
continue
in
the
post-separation
UM Church, none of
church meeting online is no simple task.
Zimbabwe, also has raised concerns about connectivity
those
decisions
can
be
made.
We
are paralyzed.”
Simpson listed eight issues the commission must
and accessibility, especially for African delegates.
Christine
Schneider,
a
veteran
delegate from
consider for General Conference to meet electronically:
“I am happy that there has been a technology study
Switzerland, echoed all the concerns about a virtual
team, which has looked at some of these issues,” he told
• Connectivity: “Internet and even electricity is
General Conference.
United Methodist News. “The planners of GC need
not readily available to everyone equitably in
Still, she added, General Conference in normal
to come up with innovative ways to be able to go over
areas where The United Methodist Church is
times has its problems including sometimes-poor
these hurdles.”
located,” Simpson said.
translations, the difficulties of Robert’s Rules of Order
He pointed out that General Conference has used
• Time zones: There is a 16-hour difference
and frequent distrust about how presiders handle
technology before to increase accessibility. In 2016,
between the West Coast in the United States and
debate.
General Conference organizers worked with United
the Philippines.
Schneider is part of an informal, international
Methodist Communications to provide tablets and
• Interpretation: Nine languages are spoken at
group of delegates trying to help the denomination
training to delegates from central conferences —
General Conference. Church law also requires
focus on a shared vision rather than its divisions.
church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines.
that proposals and the proceedings be translated
“However we hold the next GC, guaranteeing
Still, Mafunda also worries about fairness. “If GC
into four languages: English, French, Portuguese
fairness seems to be the main challenge,” she said.
goes virtual,” he said, “we will need an assurance or a
and Kiswahili.
“Without fairness, we lose trust. And that would be
way of making sure that delegates express themselves
• Legislative committees: Legislative committees
disastrous at this critical time in the life of the UMC."
freely without any form of pressure around them.”
are the first stop for most petitions submitted
(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News)
One option on the table is for delegates to meet
to General Conference, with only committeetogether in different regional gatherings so they can
approved legislation heading to the plenary
share technological support.
for a vote by all delegates. The coming General
BY HEATHER HAHN
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BY SAM HODGES

DALLAS, Texas (UMNews) – United Methodist churches scrambled to open as warming centers and overnight
shelters after historic winter storms earlier this week left
nearly 3 million homes in Texas without electricity in
subfreezing temperatures.
As of Feb. 18, more than a half million Texas homes still had
no power, and many had either low water pressure or no
water due to struggling local water systems. Broken pipes
and flooding were making some residences uninhabitable.
“We’ve been saying for the last year, during the pandemic, that the church is not the building, yet the building
is what people need in terms of having shelter,” said the
Rev. Clayton Oliphint, pastor of First United Methodist
Church in Richardson, Texas.
His church and others — across Texas as well as Arkansas, Oklahoma and Missouri — offered people a place to
warm up, charge devices and get something to eat.
The Family Life Center at First United Methodist Church
in Hot Springs, Arkansas, has been hopping this week.
“It was supposed to be an overnight shelter, but conditions have gotten so bad we’re open 24/7,” said the Rev.
Bill Sardin, associate pastor.
The church has focused on helping the homeless, averaging about 50 such people
“The police are driving around, and if they see anybody in
the cold, they are bringing them to our shelter,” Sardin said.
Oak Lawn United Methodist Church in Dallas in recent
years has been a leader in finding shelter for homeless people when temperatures fall below freezing. The
church would typically open its own doors, drawing
volunteers from the congregation and other faith groups.
The Rev. Rachel Baughman said the emergency shelter
coalition the church is part of decided this year, because
of the pandemic, to raise funds to house people in a local
hotel. But the hotel faced operational challenges because
of the weather, and the number of people in need grew.
So the coalition worked with the city of Dallas to open
the downtown Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center.
“At this point, we’re up to about 930 people in the
convention center, as far as the unsheltered population,
which is separate from the part of the center that’s open
to the general public,” Baughman said. “We’re been organizing three meals a day, and we have cots for everyone.”
Volunteers set up cots at Dallas' Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center, part of a collaborative effort to
provide a warm refuge for unsheltered persons as Texas
deals with historic low temperatures. Oak Lawn United
Methodist Church of Dallas has had a leadership role in
the emergency response, which has had funding help
from the North Texas Conference and individual United
Methodist churches. Photo courtesy of the Rev. Rachel
Baughman.
Volunteers set up cots at Dallas' Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center, part of a collaborative effort to provide
a warm refuge for unsheltered persons as Texas deals
with historic low temperatures. Oak Lawn United Methodist Church of Dallas has had a leadership role in the emergency response, which has had funding help from the
North Texas Conference and individual United Methodist
churches. Photo courtesy of the Rev. Rachel Baughman.
Baughman said rapid tests for COVID-19 are part of the
intake process.
“The pandemic adds to everything,” she said.
Baughman praised the North Texas Conference for financial support of her group’s work.
The conference earlier made a $50,000 matching grant
that attracted an equal amount of support. In the current
emergency, the conference has made another $25,000

grant, said the Rev. Andy Lewis, director of missional
outreach.
Lewis praised the collaborative effort to shelter homeless
people from the cold as “nothing short of lifesaving.”
Many clergy, including Baughman, have been without
power at home for much of the week even as they’ve
tried to help others.
The shivering ranks include Texas Conference Bishop
Scott Jones, whose episcopal residence in Houston lost
electricity early Monday morning and has been part of
rolling blackouts.
“It just went out again,” he said during a Feb. 17 phone
interview.
Jones said his conference is beginning to get reports
of churches and parsonages with broken pipes, due to
freezing temperatures.
“We’re still in crisis mode, so we don’t quite know what
the damage is,” he said.
Congregation members throughout the Texas Conference
are suffering because of no electricity and frozen pipes.
“In Texas, we don’t insulate our homes so well, so pipes
bursting is a phenomenon we’ve been experiencing,”
Jones said.
The Rev. Paul Escamilla is pastor of Laurel Heights United
Methodist Church in San Antonio, and he estimated that at
least two-thirds of his congregation is without electricity.
His church opened Feb.17 as a warming station for those
in need, including pets.
“You can’t leave pets out of the equation,” said Escamilla.
First United Methodist Church of Wharton, Texas, 50
miles south of Houston, worked with other local churches
and the nonprofit Hesed House of Wharton on a strategy
for helping in the emergency.
Because of COVID-19-related safety challenges, the decision was to steer clear of opening shelters but identify
people in need and get them to more private kinds of
warm spaces.
A family of seven, one in a wheelchair and another on
oxygen, came to the group’s attention. The family was
without electricity and couldn’t find a hotel or motel room.
First United Methodist Church of Wharton has become
their temporary home because it has a wheelchair ramp
and power for the oxygen machine.
“It’s been a communal effort,” said the Rev. Steven Blackmon, pastor, noting that First Presbyterian of Wharton
has been providing food.
The Dallas area, like much of Texas, got double wallops
of snow and ice, with temperatures in the single digits on
Feb. 16.
The emergency had the Rev. Craig Hill, dean of United
Methodist Perkins School of Theology, using his four-wheel-

Photos by Cindy English

Haley Villines offers Holy Communion to a guest in the church
gymnasium serving as a warming shelter at First United Methodist
Church in Hot Springs, Ark.

drive truck to pick up two students who had no electricity.
He took them to a church shelter, said the Rev. Connie
Nelson, the seminary’s executive director of public affairs.
The weather emergency has coincided with Ash
Wednesday and kept some churches from having drivethru events where clergy administer ashes. Other churches had planned to have an in-person Ash Wednesday
service — with limited, spaced seating because of the
pandemic — but had to go to online only.
Though temperatures rose on Feb. 17, they were still below freezing in many places, including East Texas.
“It’s sleeting right now and coming down pretty hard,”
said the Rev. Aaron Laird, associate pastor of Dayspring
United Methodist Church in Tyler, Texas, on the morning
of Feb. 17. “We have about five inches of standing ice and
snow with a layer of sleet coming down on top of it.”
Dayspring opened its doors and took in some area residents, but the church’s septic system froze. The church
found safe places for those it had been sheltering and
has since arranged for some portable toilets.
The church also made a Facebook appeal for bottled
water because a boil-water order is under effect, due
to power outage-related problems with the city water
system.
“We’re open,” Laird said. “We’ve been limited (in numbers)
simply because people can’t get here. Driving conditions
are horrendous.”
(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist
News. Caleb Hennington, digital editor for the Arkansas
Conference, assisted).

How to respond to the Texas disaster response
Persons wishing to contribute to the Texas disaster
response may do so through Advance Number 901670,
U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery.
Donors can then designate their gift to “Texas
Winter Storms” and funds will be directed to
UMCOR’s efforts in Texas.
Gifts can be made through the local offering
plate and local church treasurers can remit these gifts
along with the church’s apportionment payments. The
Conference does not hold these funds but are paid to
UMCOR.
UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters of

such magnitude that they overwhelm a community’s
ability to recover on its own. Through UMCOR,
United Methodists extend loving care to people
within the United States. When disaster strikes, it is
local churches that provide the first response to their
communities. This basic understanding—that disaster
response is local—forms the foundation for UMCOR’s
US disaster training and response. When responding
to a disaster in the United States, UMCOR provides
training, financial assistance, expertise, community
collaboration to churches and partners making them
more resilient to disasters.
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CAMPUS MINISTRIES AT SIU
PROVIDES COVID-19 PACKAGES
BY SHERRY SMEDSHAMMER
Director, SIU Wesley Foundation

CARBONDALE – As students returned to Southern
Illinois University last Fall, many had to isolate or quarantine periodically because of COVID exposure.
For those living on campus, being stuck in your room
for 14 days was challenging and isolating. I had one
student who had to quarantine on two different occasions.
Thankfully, students and staff at the Wesley Foundation
offered opportunities for connection and support through
Zoom and we made runs to the store as needed.
The Campus Ministry group at SIU wondered about
those who were not connected with groups and how they
were doing. Perhaps we could send care packages with a
note to let them know someone cared about them. Most in
the Campus Ministry group already provided some sort of

care packages to students several times a semester, could
we extend the connection beyond students we knew?
Finding the right person on campus to get these bags
to the students was tough. God’s help turned about to be
an email sent to the wrong person. I accidently sent an
email to a staff member at SIU while I was seeking input
from students who had been in quarantine or isolation.
The staff member was able to connect with me to a person in housing. Once that connection was made, our idea
became a reality.
Campus Ministries at SIU has assembled 50 Care
packages and delivered them to two places on campus,
Housing and Student Life. Student Life is helping ensure
some of our care packages go to those who need help and
are living off campus. While we will not be the ones delivering them, we know that God can work through this.

BMCR honors retired Bishop Woodie White

“Life is rich because of its wholeness, its cycles and variety. Variety is not the “spice of life,” but life itself.”
— Introduction of Confessions of A Prairie Pilgrim by Bishop Woodie W. White

SPRINGFIELD – We the members of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference Black Methodist for Church Renewal
(BMCR) salute Bishop Woodie White.

We are letting students know that they are not alone and
that someone on campus cares for them. While we look
forward to more traditional ways of reaching students,
I am thankful for ways the followers of Christ can work
together to reach out and show God’s love.

‘The brain can only process what the butt can endure’

Creating Engaging Online Worship
BY ROXY DELONG
Director, Illinois State University Wesley Foundation

NORMAL – Merge (The Wesley Foundation at Illinois
State University), like all of you, has changed how we
are connecting with our congregants during this time
of COVID-19.

Breakfast Benediction
BY KENNY SMALLHORN
University of Illinois Wesley Foundation

URBANA – My favorite part of a church service is the
benediction, and not only because I am a step closer to
watching football! I love the benediction because of the
poetic way in which we receive a blessing to take with
us throughout the week.
In the fall of 2020, I launched the Breakfast Benediction
podcast. Creating a podcast is a project I have wanted
to do since I was in high school. When the University of
Illinois limited student organizations meeting in person,
it was a good time to learn a new way to have conversations about life, spirituality, and sharing laughter with
friends.
My hope is that the Breakfast Benediction podcast
serves as a blessing to those that listen, whether the
episode’s goal is to teach, encourage, or make them
laugh. The twice-weekly episodes clock in around 5
minutes, which makes the podcast perfect to listen to
with a morning cup of coffee, hence the name Breakfast
Benediction!
I have also done several interviews with interesting
young adults, a few of which I met through the Wesley
Student Center. The blessing has been all mine as I
have sat down with these friends and learned more
about them. I draw a lot of inspiration from hearing
what inspires someone else, and I hope that any listener does as well.
If you would like to check out the podcast, you can find
it on any streaming platform (Spotify, Google, Apple
Podcasts): https://anchor.fm/breakfastbenediction
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Our ministry is centered around our weekly worship
service on Wednesday nights at 9 p.m., and we knew
that even though it was unsafe to meet in person, this
would still be essential to the vitality of our ministry.
We recognized that the students worshiping with us
would be experiencing zoom fatigue, so we needed an
extra push to keep them involved.
It became clear that what our students needed most
was a sense of community, so the extra push came
through in our focus on community growth and engagement during our virtual weekly worship service.
In person our worship services were right around an
hour in length. Online we keep our services to about
40 minutes, knowing there must be an entertainment
element to keep the students interested and attentive. We often consider the phrase, “the brain can only
process what the butt can endure” as we are putting
together services. We knew we needed to figure out
how to create the fellowship aspect of in person worship online.
In a setting that worships between 45 and 65 students
each week online, we end our service with sometimes
over 300 comments. We have worshiped with 5 first
time guests in the last 3 weeks, and all 5 of them
came back a second time. We believe the “success”

of our worship services shines through in our weekly
engagement with congregants.
So here are the top 5 tips I would give to anyone looking to connect more fully with their congregations.
1. Include lay people in the filming of services. Even
if it means a different background or a lower quality video, include more faces on the screen.
2. Add an entertaining piece. Add to the service
a short (30 – 60 seconds) clip that focuses on
entertainment – this could be a funny announcement video or a cheesy clip about the sermon
series. This could be filmed by clergy, staff, or lay
people. We have found this clip to be incredibly
helpful in sparking conversation in the chat box.
3. Ask them to engage. Directly ask the people
watching to comment or chat so that you know
they are there, and so others see names and
know they are not worshiping alone.
4. Include questions in the recording. These can be
questions that are asked in the sermon or questions in an intro or announcement time that can
then be referenced in the chat. We often ask folks
to respond to questions in the chat in the actual
video itself.
5. Be available to chat with them. One of the perks
of recording a video before the worship service is
premiered, is that the pastor has the opportunity
to respond when folks comment.
We hope these tips will benefit you and your online
church worship experience!

UPCOMING VIRTUAL EVENT FOR
COLLEGE STUDENTS

Warm up your winter! United Methodist Campus
Ministers and Chaplains of the North Central Jurisdiction
invite all college students to join us for the first gathering
of the Midwest Student Movement, online on April 10-11.
Keynote speakers include author/pastor Nadia Boltz
Weber and The Many’s lead singer Darren Calhoun.
Network with other students, attend spiritual growth
and renewal workshops, and worship together. All registrants will receive a goody box in the mail.
Registration is $10/person or $50/ministry until
March 10. After March 10, registration is $20/person or
$100/ministry. Find more information, look on Facebook
for @midweststudentmovement or Instagram @midwest_

Bishop White was an influential force for BMCR as the
first General Secretary for General Commission on Religion and Race in 1968. This was the same year that the
National Conference of Negro Methodist met in Cincinnati, Ohio met and became a black caucus called Black
Methodist for Church Renewal (BMCR).
While serving as General Secretary of GCORR or General
Commission on Religion and Race from 1968-1984, he
was elected to the office of the episcopacy in the North
Central Jurisdictional Conference and assigned to the
Illinois Area in 1984. Bishop White served for eight years
and then assigned to the Indiana Area from 1992 until his
retirement in 2004. Bishop White served as Bishop-inResidence at Emory University.

Bishop White distinguished himself from other bishops
by writing by writing a letter to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
on his birthday to share with him the state of the black
community since Dr. King death on April 4, 1968. Is it not
astonishing that year that BMCR was created and Rev.
Woodie White selected as General Secretary GCORR occurred during this time in American history?
Bishop White wrote in his birthday letter to King that “the
racial climate of this country has not gotten better because of the speeches filled with hatred and divisive, fear
xenophobia, and the absence of the voice of the Church
during these trouble times. Yet Bishop White writes they
we need to keep the faith despite what we see and hear
out there and that was he (Bishop White) remained
hopeful.” The question I ask today: Have we kept the faith
while staying hopeful?
Bishop White was a graduate of DeWitt Clinton High

Bishop White was an advocate for racism and race
relations not only for BMCR but for the World Council
of Churches. We salute one of our pioneers and voices
from our past that believed in a unity, peace based on
Love of God and love of neighbor.

FOUNDATION, ALUMNI LAUNCH MACMURRAY SCHOLARS PROGRAM

JACKSONVILLE – The MacMurray Foundation and
Alumni Association announced recently the debut of its
Scholarship program, MacMurray Scholars.
In this first year the Foundation intends to award
at least 15 $1,000 scholarships but hopes to increase the
number of scholarships and the amount of the individual
scholarships in future years. Priority is given to members
of the MacFam Community, including students whose
MacMurray Education was disrupted by the closing of
MacMurray College, alumni, faculty, staff, trustees and
their descendants.
Among the scholarships currently available are the

Richard and Judith Dozier Hackman Scholarship, the William Stanton Scholarship for Future Educators, the Class
of 1981 Scholarship, and the Nancy Witthoeft Scholarship.
The Foundation will accept applications for its scholarships until March 15 for assistance for the 2021-2022
school year. For more information about our scholarships
and to access the application, visit www.MacAlumFoundation.org/scholarships.
The Foundation is nearing its goal for donations
for scholarships for this fiscal year and is gearing up for
our next fiscal year. If you are interested in contributing
toward or establishing a scholarship, please review how

IGRC ONE OF 18 U.S. ANNUAL
CONFERENCES TO PAY 100 PERCENT

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference was one of 18 annual conferences in the United States and one of two conferences in the North
Central Jurisdiction to pay 100 percent of its general church apportionments,
according to a report presented at the General Council on Finance and Administration board meeting Feb. 19.
GCFA’s Chief Financial Officer Rick King presented highlights of giving to the
general Church apportioned funds. He reported that apportionment giving for
2020 ended on a high note. The collections in December of $39 million was
a single month record and accounted for 34 percent of the total receipts for
2020. The December collections, King reported, were $9 million higher than
what historical collection trends would have projected.
GCFA reported that 18 jurisdictional annual conferences paid 100% of their
apportionments for 2020: Alaska Missionary, Baltimore-Washington, CaliforniaNevada, Desert Southwest, East Ohio, Illinois Great Rivers, New England,
New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma Indian Missionary, Oregon-Idaho, Pacific
Northwest, Peninsula-Delaware, Red Bird Missionary, Susquehanna, Tennessee, Upper New York, and West Virginia. This is the same number of jurisdictional annual conferences that paid 100% in 2019.
In addition, eight central conference episcopal areas paid 100% or more in
2020: Central and Southern Europe, Davao, East Congo, Eurasia, Germany,
Liberia, Mozambique, and Nordic-Baltic. That is a slight decrease from the ten
that paid 100% in 2019.

student_movement. Register here https://midweststudentmovement.ticketspice.com/
Email ncj.umc.campusministry@gmail.com with
questions or for more information. Made possible by a
grant from NCJ Missions Team.

School in New York. He
also graduated from
Paine College, Boston
University and he holds
several honorary doctoral degrees from Rust
College, Illinois Wesleyan University and Adrian college
just to name a few. Bishop White was also a writer, as
well as a prophetic voice of the United Methodist Church
and race relations. His writings include Racial Transitions in the Church, Confessions of A Prairie Pilgrim, and
Conversations of the Heart.

“One of our responsibilities is to collect and report to the United Methodist
connection the collection of general Church apportionments. We are grateful for the hard work and mindful of the stewardship of conference leadership
who pay their apportionments. It is a blessing to the Church in a particularly
difficult year for many reasons. Their commitment to connectional giving and
our ministries together is duly recognized and appreciated,” said Bishop Michael McKee, president of the GCFA Board of Directors.

to do so at www.MacAlumFoundation.org/support. If you
have questions, want more information, or are ready to
establish a named scholarship, please email MacScholars@
MacAlumFoundation.org.
MacMurray Foundation and Alumni Association
was formed as a non-profit corporation in May, 2020
in response to MacMurray College’s announced closure
in March, 2020 after 174 years of higher education. The
Foundation is independent of MacMurray College and
received no funds from the college. As part of the closure
the college transferred their archives to the new MacMurray Foundation.

Bortell pens series of
Lenten devotionals

NORMAL – IGRC retired pastor, Rev. Dr. James Bortell and the congregation of Normal First UMC invites you
to join them on a daily devotional journey through Lent in
2021. The first post is at the bottom of the listing and you
ready from the bottom up with the most recent listed on top.
Each day, an additional devotion will be live for that day’s
reading.
To participate, visit https://www.igrc.org/authordetail/3403466

SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING REOPENED

SPRINGFIELD – Due to the response to the Question, Persuade and Refer suicide prevention
training, the Office of Pastoral Care and Counseling is reopening the training for a limited time.
Not only to clergy, but clergy family members, lay church leaders, laity, mental health professionals, front line workers and others desiring to be equipped in this very timely matter are
invited to register for the free training by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/SuicidePrevention.
The interactive online QPR Training generally takes an hour and all learners receive an electronic version of the QPR booklet and printable wallet card immediately after completing training.
Register here for the free online suicide prevention training. You will then receive an email from
Pastoral Care and Counseling with a link to the training website as well as account and password information.
Please complete the training the week you receive the account information as the links do expire.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WILL BE VIRTUAL JUNE 11-12

Donna-Grace Orbong, 5, sits with her family's food bag following a distribution by the United Methodist
Committee on Relief for survivors of Typhoon Haiyan in Tacloban, Philippines.

UMCOR Sunday March 14

When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in
2013—so many watching the drama unfold on our living room televisions feel entirely
helpless. How could any one person make a difference in the wake of such widespread
devastation? As responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act.

SPRINGFIELD – The Annual Conference Sessions Committee approved a
recommendation Feb. 12 to conduct the 2021 Annual Conference online June 11-12.
The decision followed a report that it was doubtful that the State of Illinois would
be allowing large gatherings of people by June. There was also affirmation to having
both the Memorial Service and Retirees Recognition as virtual events as on-demand
viewing in the week leading up to the Annual Conference. The approach mirrors what
was used in 2020.
Decisions yet to be addressed is whether Ordination and Commissioning will
be a separate event and whether an additional session to consider items which may
derive from a 2021 session of General Conference will be needed and whether such a
session could be in-person if late enough in fall 2021.
Details are still being worked out but the committee discussed several options for
opening the legislative process to more interaction. In 2020, conferees adopted rules of
order not allowing amendments and all legislation was voted upon on an up or down
vote.
Committee members are balancing the added complexities the additional
interaction will require from a technology standpoint and from the comfort level of
participants to use the complex system.
Remote sites will be a part of the 2021 plan but with fewer locations. In 2020,
13 sites were utilized by 165 persons, while 1,000 persons joined the online meeting
room. The 2021 concept is to have fewer sites with larger gatherings -- probably in six
locations around the conference.
Pages for the Annual Conference session have already been launched at: https://
www.igrc.org/ac2021 and are included elsewhere on this page.

So don’t be fooled by the word committee.
Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to meet the needs of those
suffering overseas at the onset of World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in
desperate need—today throughout more than eighty countries around the world.

Due Date

NOW

Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human
suffering continues today:

!

Task
IMPORTANT! If you do not wish
to use email and internet links
for access to information and
the registration process, please
phone or email a request for a
hard (paper) copy of your materials by April 1. Please note:
• Online registration opens on
April 1.

• When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded
• When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded
• When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded
UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer because United
Methodists give through UMCOR Sunday, (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing). In fact,
it’s your generous giving that allows us to respond when disaster strikes.

Feb. 15

Not “they.” We.

Ensure the United Methodist Church Can Keep Helping
Will you continue to give to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)?
Will you continue to meet the needs of the children, families and communities who’ve
experienced devastation in the wake of disaster?

Mar. 1

When we meet the needs of those who suffer we actually minister to Jesus, who said:
“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a
stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick
and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:35-36, CEB)
As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who are reeling in the wake of disaster.
Read stories about the impact you are making with your gifts by visiting: https://www.
umc.org/en/how-we-serve/umcgiving/impact-articles
Downloadable resources to assist your promotion of UMCOR Sunday can be found at:
https://www.umc.org/en/content/umcor-sunday-downloadables

The Illinois Department of Public Health plan specifically
mentions clergy in health care settings, but given the role
that many clergy play in providing pastoral and palliative
care within various health care settings throughout the
state, some counties are including in Phase 1A vaccina-

Please check with your county health department to
see which categories of clergy are eligible for priority
vaccinations in your community. Of course, clergy who
are eligible because of their age, health care occupation,
first responder work, or complicating medical conditions

should also contact their county health department.
Clergy who are not primarily serving in health care settings should consider their eligibility and the availability
of vaccinations in order to ethically prioritize those who
are most in need or at risk from COVID-19 at this time.
You can read the IDPH vaccination plan here: https://
www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccination-plan

UPDATE ON OUR CONFERENCE, OUR KIDS CAMPAIGN

It feels like we’ve been in an extended season of Lent
since March 2020! The past year has been such a season
of disruption for all, as well as of reflection and growth for
many. And now, we are less than a week from Lent 2021.
As we move through this season in the church, we
will remember together Jesus’ time in the wilderness
where he was hungry, thirsty, tested, and fully reliant
upon God. We are also challenged to engage in reflection
on our own hungering, thirsting, testing, and examining
our own reliance upon God.
In observing a holy Lent, we might choose as well
to examine how our contributions to the world might

have the most impact in terms of the use of our time and
energies and finances. We hope and pray that Lent 2021
is a fruitful journey for you spiritually.
We are pleased that gifts and commitments from
churches and individuals move us steadily toward the $2
million mile marker as we seek to reach and exceed the
$2.5 million goal. As a result, we were able to make the
first distribution from the endowment prior to the end
of last year. Checks in the amount of $10,000 went to
each of our five children and family serving agencies: The
Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home,
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero

Family Services.
The impact of Our Conference, Our Kids is already
evident thanks to your gifts!
Every dollar donated to Our Conference, Our Kids
contributes to the current and future ministries to meet
the spiritual needs of at-risk children and families!
To make a donation, visit: https://www.embraceocok.
org/donate
Thank you for continuing the impact!
Rev. Amanda Richards and Rev. Dr. J. Keith Zimmerman
Co-Chairs, Our Conference, Our Kids Steering Team

Deadline for resolutions impacting
Standing Rules and/or the conference budget. Note: Any member of an
IGRC UMC may submit a resolution for
consideration, but resolutions impacting budget and Standing Rules must be
submitted first to their respective committees or they cannot be accepted.

How
Download and print
materials at www.igrc.org/
ac2021downloads
To request hard (paper)
copy of registration materials and other materials related to Annual Conference
2020: Phone: 217-529-2395
Email: lsteinway@igrc.org
For more information on
submitting resolutions go
to www.igrc.org/ac2021resolutions or contact the AC
Secretary. Send resolutions
to acsecretary@igrc.org
See reverse for
resolutions format

For more information on
Deadline for resolutions to be printed
submitting resolutions go to
in the pre-conference materials. Any
www.igrc.org/ac2021resolumember of an IGRC UMC may submit a
tions. Send resolutions to
resolution for consideration.
acsecretary@igrc.org

Apr. 6

Online registration for AC opens.

Register online at www.igrc.
org/ac2021registration

Apr. 26

Deadline for submissions of AV/tech
support items such as slides, special
audio needs and videos.

For more information,
contact Paul Black at
pblack@igrc.org

Apr. 26

Deadline for submission of materials
for the supplemental packet. Deadline
for articles for the special annual
conference edition of The Current.

Apr. 26

Deadline to submit an ad in the June
issue of The Current.

Jun. 1
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tion distribution all clergy, including pastors of local
congregations, who might provide this care even if they
are not paid or permanent chaplaincy staff.

A resource for accessing annual conference information and forms and for meeting deadlines

When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name

• And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond

SPRINGFIELD – As COVID-19 vaccinations are becoming more widely available, some counties are including
clergy in Phase 1A vaccine distribution plans.

2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE CHECKLIST

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something “we” do.
That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of
Sharing) is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving
toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have Godgiven worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are
assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need.

Vaccinations for clergy in Illinois

Deadline for annual conference
registration

For information on advertising contact Michele Willson
at mwillson@igrc.org
Register online in advance
at: www.igrc.org/ac2021registration

UMRC

UNITED MEDIA
RESOURCE CENTER

DVD studies available to
borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address.
NOTE: Jill Stone is in the UMRC on a very limited basis.
Available items requested before 9 am Monday morning will be shipped that week.
Items can be ordered from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc
Or you can order items by email: umrc@igrc.org
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!
#101108 Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way (12 sessions)
#101106 Art of Hospitality: A Practical Guide for a Ministry of Radical Welcome (7
segments)
#104105 Dream Big: Know What You Want, Why You Want It, and What You’re Going
to Do About It (5 sessions)
#105097 Epic: An Around-the-World Journey through Christian History (10 sessions)
#106100 Forgiving What You Can't Forget: Discover How to Move On, Make Peace
with Painful Memories, and Create a Life That's Beautiful Again (6 sessions)
#109066 I Still Believe: Finding Hope and Joy in Life’s Darkest Moments (5 sessions)
#117004 Quest for Holiness: From Casual Conviction to Courageous Faith
(7 sessions)
#119181 Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being (6 sessions)
#123117 Wesley Prayer Challenge: 21 Days to a Closer Walk with
Christ (3 sessions)
#125016 You Are Never Alone: Trust in the Miracle of God's
Presence and Power (6 sessions)

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone
at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744

THANK
YOU
for Embracing

with your Gifts

Churches Making Donations to
Our Conference, Our Kids in January

[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Henderson
Anna
Herscher
Bellflower
Kinmundy First
Belleville Union
Macomb Wesley
Blue Mound
Magnolia
Bluffs
McDowell
Buckeye (Taylorville)
Milan Trinity
Champaign New
Palmyra
Horizon
Paris First
Gibson City
Rantoul First
Granite City Niedringhaus
(As they close and leave a legacy that continues
their ministry through OCOK)

Reddick
Rochester
Sandoval
Saunemin
Springfield Jerome
Warrensburg

District Gifts
Received:
Iroquois River

Individuals Known to have made Donations in January
[Through their local churches, by mail, online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org)]
Susan Connor
Angie Lee
Joseph and Marcia Moulden

Our Conference, Our Kids

Susan Schultz
J Keith Zimmerman and Janice L Griffith

Advance Special #6960

www.embraceocok.org

Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund

Charitable Gift
Annutites

IGRC Clergy and Spouses

Fellowship
Groups

Medicare
Supplement
Plan

We’re Here for You
No Matter How the
Pieces Come Together
Clergy Assistance
Program

Dental Loan
Program

Hearing Aid
Program
Advocates
Conference
Connections
link

Pulpit
Supply

Society
Page
Newsletter

Financial
and Estate
Planning
Virgin Pulse
Benefits
Preparation
for retiring
class

Pastoral
Care
Part D
Benefit

www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221

